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ADVERTISEMEN  T. 


'T^HE  defign  of  this  Addrcfs  is  not  to  explain  the  reafon  of 
new  alterations,  or  to  apologife  for  additional  attempts  : 
our  plan  admits  at  prefent  of  no  other  change.  We  mean  not, 
indeed,  to  aflert  that  it  is  perfect  ;  but,  having  for  many  years 
anxioully  examined  the  improvements  of  our  neighbours,  as 
well  as  our  own,  we  have,  at  leaft,  learnt  to  diftinguifh  the 
plans  which  are  pra^icable  and  expedient,  from  thofe  which 
are  fpecious,  fplendid,  or  enormoufly  extenfive.  In  a  Journal 
Jike  ours,  neceflarily  limited,  and  profefledly  uniting  the  gra- 
tification of  curiofity,  entertainment,  and  inflru£lion,  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  unite  more  advantages,  v/ith  a  greater  (hare  of  amufe- 
ment,  than  we  offer.  We  add,  with  pkafure,  that  our 
additional  endeavours  are  not  difregarded  ;  that '  ihey  have 
received  their  due  meafure  of  applaufe  and  encourage- 
ment. 

One  part  of  our  Journal  we  may  appear  to  have  neglected 
— ^the  *  Foreign  Literary  Intelligence.'     It  was  received,  at 
firft,  with  refpeft,  and  the  reafon  of  its  being   difcontinued 
has  been  the  objeS:  of  enquiry.     We  hinted,  in  our  lafl  Ap^ 
pendix,  that  it  was  owing  to  the  intelligence  from  the  Conti- 
nent having  been,  of  late,  lefs  interefting,  while  the  attention 
has  been  fo  deeply  engaged  on   political  fubjedts ;  and  what 
has  been  for  a  time  neglefted,  is,  generally,  with  difficulty  re- 
newed.    In  this  interval,  a  fimilar  attempt  has  been  made  to 
notice  works  of  more  general  entertainment  -,  but,  as  it  was 
never  defigned  to  preclude  the  fcientific  communications,  we 
fhall  refume  them  in  the  Critical  Review  for  January  1 792  > 
and  they  will  be  occafionally  continued,  when  obje£ls  of  ful- 
ficient  importance  occur.     In  fhort,  with  opportunities  which 
few  poffefs,  and  with  affiftance  that  fcarcely  any  Journal  can 
boaft,  it  fhall  be  our  endeavour  to  be  unequalled  alfo  in  atten- 
tion, affiduity,  and  impartiality. 
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H'ljior'ical  Reviezv  of  the  ^dmhiiflration  of  Mr,  Nccker'y  writtcri 
by  himfef.  Tranflated  from  the  French.  %vo,  bs.  Boards, 
Robinfoiis.     179 1. 

'\KT  HEN  it  has  been  afTerted  with  confidence,  and  proba- 
^  ^  biy  with  truth,  that  the  revolution  in  France  was'great- 
ly  affifted  by  Mr.  Necker's  conduct,  it  is  proper  to  attend  to 
his  juftification,  which  is  the  obje£l  of  the  *  Review'  before  us^ 
with  particular  care*  It  cannot  be  ufelefs  in  any  view ;  for, 
if  we  difcover  that,  with  the  beft  intentions,  and  apparently 
with  the  beft  concerted  plans,  flight  omiffions  will  materially 
influence  the  events ;  if  we  find  that  the  minute  details  of  the 
counting-houfe  are  incompatible  with  the  exten five  views  of 
the  politician,  even  in  the  department  where  they  are  mod 
apparently  united,  we  (hall  at  leaft  be  taught  more  prudence 
in  our  meafures,  and  more  difcretion^in  our  condu(Sl:.  In  our 
examination  of  this  author's  work  on  the  finances,  we  were 
greatly  difappointed.  The  acclamations  of  Europe  had  taught 
us  to  look  up  to  Al.  Necker  with  refpecl-,  but  he  was  one  of 
thofe  charafters,  who  muft  not  be  looked  at  too  clofeiy.  Ke 
wanted  firmnefs  and  dignity  of  mind:  we  prophefied  that  no- 
thing great  or  decided  could  be  expe£led  from  the  querulous 
declaiir.er,  and  the  event  has  in  a  great  meafure  fulfilled  the 
prophecy.  If  he  appears  more  firm  in  his  iaft  adminiftradoii 
than  might  have  been  expe6^ed,  it  will  be  found  to  be  without 
a  comprehenfive  plan  :  the  man  who  wiilies  to  light  a  candle,- 
will  not  for  the  purpofe  communicate  his  fpark  to  a  barrel  of 
gun-pov/der. 

In  this  Hiftorical  Review,  M.  Necker  complains  with  mord 
dignity  than  before.  The  filent  negle£i:  of  the  national  afiem- 
bly  rankles  in  his  heart ;  the  public  opinion,  he  fcarcely  knov/s 
why,  is  no  longer  in  his  eftimation  whzt  it  wjas.  Is  it  not  bC"' 
caufe  the  torrent  is  net  in  his  favour  ?  the  cry  of  the  nation  no 
longer  calls  M.  Necker  its  faviour,  and  public  opinion  has, 
tJierefore,  loft  its  flattering  appearance. 

Crst.  R£v,   N.  Ar.   (III.)   Stpt,   J79K  B  <  I  am 
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*  I  am  tjrgffd  however  by  my  friends  to  purfue  a  different  IifiC 
of  conuudl ;  but  I  flill  doubt  whether  the  advice  be  prudent.  They 
wiili  me  to  recal  the  attention  of  the  public  to  my  a-dminiftration  i 
tTfey  wifh  me  to  revive  the  remembrance  of  it ;  and  they  forget 
that  in  this  day  of  trouble  and  anxiety  all  individual  interefts  ar» 
fet  afide  for  thcfe  of  the  nation. 

'  They  tell  rne  that,  .by  a  review  of  my  condu<^,  I  ought  to 
afford  my  advocates  the  means  of  defendi.»g  me  :  without  confi- 
dering  that  it  is  not  fo  much  information  as  courage  that  is  wanted* 
They  tell  me,  in  fhort  of  pofteiity  :  and  they  forget  that  the 
empire  of  the  paffions  ceafes  where  that  cf  pofterity  begins  j  they 
forget  that,  in  the  boundlefs  fpace  in  which  the  has  fovereign  fway, 
tiiere  are  no  more  decep'.ions,  no  more  ilTufions.  There  it  will 
be  the  province  of  truth  alone  to  affign  ranks,  and  to  appoint 
places :  it  is  only  among  ourfelves,  on  this  iheatre  of  a  day,  tha« 
impoftors  can  ufurp  her  rights,  and  invade  for  a  moment  her  ex- 
alted fundlions,* 

This  is  a  proper  judicious  line  of  conduct.  Poflerity  will 
either  have  motives  or  it  will  frame  them.  Every  one  con- 
nefted  witTi  great  revolutions,  either  the  caufes,  the  agents,  or 
the  vi6i:ims,  ought  to  leave  nn  account  of  their  d'efigns  and  their 
motives.  If,  like  M.  Necker,  they  can  honeftly  and  con- 
Icientioufly  declare  that  their  caufe  is  the  caufe  of  reafoii 
and  virtue ;  that  political  views  have  not  v.'arped  their  integri- 
ty, nor  expedients  turned  them  frcm  the.  paths  of  re6litude, 
their  triumph  will  be  more  glorious,  or  they  will  receive  the 
bed  confolation  in  tlteir  defeat. 

The  little  events  of  M.  Necker's  public  life,  before  he  was- 
called  to  the  adminiftration  of  the  finances,  are  not  very  im- 
portant. The  ruin  of  public  credit  was  the  bafis  of  his  exalt- 
ation: the  charad:er  of  M.  Necker,;his  anticipation  of  the  reve-- 
I'luc,  by  which  additional  taxes  were  prevented,  added  to 
ihe  cagernefs  and  enthuhafm  of  tlic  French  nation,  were  the 
means  of  restoring  \U 

*  The  re-eftnbli-(hment  of  credBt,  eff^ntial  as  it  was  to  the  ftate^ 
would  ha-\'e  afforded  me  but  an  imperfcdl  degree  cf  fatisfaflion, 
if  it  had  for  a  fingle  day  diverted  my  attention  from  the  interefts 
of  the  people,'  the  perpetual  objeft  of  my  folicitude.  But;^  by  fav- 
ing  the  nation  from  extraordinary  burtliens,  and  .&ch  as  were  be- 
yond its  ilrength,  which  the  want  of  credit  would  have  rendered 
Tarceffary,.  I  faved  it  alfo  from  permanent  taxes,,  that  fecmed  in-- 
riifpenfable,  in  order  to  balance  the  annual  intereft  of  loans  for  de- 
fraying the  expences  of  the  war  ;  and  1  was  fuccefsful  in  finding  an 
adequate  fupply  for  this  increafe  cf  public  expenditure  by  plans  o£ 
»-rdcr  .-^nd  oecQ'^^omy/ 
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'  Thus  then  during  my  fir  ft  admlnillratlon  I  took  care  oF  the 
power  of  the  ftate,  by  raifing  credit  to  its  higheft  pitch  ;  and  I 
took  care  of"  its  happinefs,  by  faving  the  people  from  contributions 
that  would  have  been  unavoidable,  if  credit  had  not  been  reftored  ; 
and  from  annual  taxes  which  the  interefts  of  the  loans  would  have 
demanded,  had  no  melioration  taken  place  at  the  fame  time  ia 
the  finances.     I  dfk,  what  was  it  poflible  to  do  more  ?' 

What  Was  It  poflible  to  do  more  ?  It  Was  poflible  to  have 
examined  whether  the  expe£led  order  and  oeconomy  were 
likely  to  be  rcaliz'cd  ;  whether  the  violent  and  rapid  exertions 
bf  the  nation  while  they  raifed  its  fpirit,  might  not  Injure  its 
vigour;  whether  the  accumulated  burrhens  of  many  years 
might  not  contribute  ultimately  to  fink  it.  They  were  rather 
the  cordials,  which  fupport  the  worn-out  debauchee^  detract* 
ing  from  the  little  llrength  which  they  apparently  feem  to 
cherifli. 

The  prefent  revolution  was,  he  allows,  In  fome  degree 
aflifted  by  various  arrangements  of  that  period.  The  efta^ 
blifliment  of  provincial  aflemblles  in  1779,  tended  to  aflbciate 
the  whole  nation  in  the  dire6lion  of  its  interefts,  the  publican 
tion  of  the  ftate  of  the  finances  laid  the  meafures  of  the 
minifter  open  to  a  fair  difcuflion*  The  declaration  for 
abolifhing  the  rights  of  mortmain,  and  limiting  the  taille,  were 
meafures  of  a  fimilar  kind.  For  thefe  the  French  nation  is 
greatly  indebted  to  M*  Necker.  They  in  part  emancipated 
the  people  ;  taught  them  to  feel  their  dignity  and  power,  and 
perhaps  gave  the  firft  fpur  to  their  exertions. 

The  fecond  adminlftration  of  M.  Necker  commenced  in  Au- 
guft  1788:  it  was  in  the  period  of  diftrefs,  diftruft,  and  cla- 
mour. The  moderate  talents  of  the  minifter,  added  to  his  known 
integrity,  were  conciliating  and  advantageous.  He  again  af- 
fumed  the  helm  j  and,  with  a  policy  dictated  by  his  late  defeat, 
owns  that  he  temporifed  with  difficulties  and  kept  the  finances 
from  the  public  view.  His  great  obje6l  was  the  convocation 
of  the  ftates-general.  It  v/as  indeed  an  important  one  j  and 
every  ftep  of  the  minifter,  in  purfuit  of  it,  fhould  be  exa- 
mined with  the  moft  anxious  care.  '  The  national  wifti  and 
the  improvement  of  the  age*  prevented  the  model  of  the  ftates 
allembled  at  Paris  in  161 4,  from  being  adopted.  The  form 
was  referred  to  the  notables  ;  and  the  king,  who  ferloufly  wifti- 
ed  to  put  an  end  to  the  difficulties,  was  eager  to  render  the 
meeting  an  efi'e^lual,  that  It  might  be  an  ufeful  one.  The 
notables,  as  might  be  expe£led,  coincided  with  the  opinion  of 
the  parliament,  in  prefcrvlng  the  original  number  of  the  re- 
prefentatlves  of' the  commons.  M.  Necker  oppofed  it;  and 
in  his  famous  report,  recommended  the  plan  afterwards  adopt- 
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cd  of  making  the  number  of  commons  equal  to  that  of  both 
the  other  orders.  If  in  this,  he  fincerely  hoped  that  the  bu- 
finefs  would  be  executed  more  effe^lually,  he  was  a  weak  man ; 
if  he  forefaw  the  fubicquent  revolution,  in  calling  the  tiers 
ctat  into  action,  and  at  the  fame  time  giving  it  the  power 
as  well  as  the  will  to  rife  fupreme,  his  future  condu6l  was 
very  inconfiflent,  and  he  deferves  what  he  has  experienced. 
If  we  combine  both  ideas,  he  will  appear  to  have  a61:ed  with 
little  wifdom,  for  he  increafed  the  number  and  the  power  of 
the  commons,  and  then  Tided  with  the  king.  It  was  the  firft 
deciiive  ftep  in  the  revolution ;  it  was  the  main  fpring  which 
put  the  other  wheels  in  motion. 

*  Either  the  three  chambers  ought  to  deliberate  feparately,  and 
then  the  number  of  deputies  of  the  tiers  etat  would  be  a  point  of 
indifference  to  the  two  firft  orders ;  or  the  three  chambers  ought 
to  deliberate  in  common,  and  then,  notwithltanding  the  ancient 
tifages  of  the  realm,  which  are  liable  to  difpute,  and  will  admit  of 
various  conllructions,  it  would  have  been  a  fingular  phenomenon, 
in  this  cera  of  intelledual  progrefs  and  improvement  in  all  forts  of 
ideas,  in  this  asra  when  the  oppreffion  of  the  commons  was  on  the 
point  of  being  extirpated,  if  they  had  not  been  allowed  the  fame 
number  of  defenders  as  the  two  other  orders,  who  were  in  pof- 
ieffion  of  every  favour  and  every  privilege. 

*  Tt  would  have  been  ftrarge,  unjuft,  and  impolitic,  to  have  re- 
jesSled  the  reaib*! able  demand  of  ninety-eight  men  in  a  hundred  of 
the  nation,  and  the  equitable  wifh  of  that  numerous  clafs  of  ci- 
tizens whofe  labour,  knowledge,  and  induftry,  conflituce  the  wealth 
and  fplendour  of  France.  It  is  a  flagrant  wrong  to  pretend  to 
combat  maxims  already  obfolete  againft  all  the  vigour  of  the  na- 
tural principles  of  jullice,  when  thefe  principles  blaze  forth  and 
are  feconded  by  the  general  wifh  of  the  nation.  It  is  from  not 
having  obferved  fufficiently  early  the  progrcfo  of  opinions,  and 
their  invincible  power,  that  the  tuo  firft  orders  fixed  their  eyes  oh 
the  paft,  and  exerted  their  combined  llrength  to  maintain  it  in  ex- 
illence,  inft^ad  of  imitating  the  wifdom  of  government,  which 
yielded  in  fome  refpcdls  to  prevailing  opinion.  The  mafter-ftroke 
of  policy  in  human  affairs,  is  to  act  with  forefight,  and  to  obtain 
the  merit  of  facrifice,  before  the  moment  arrives  when  facrifice 
will  be  regarded  as  duty,  and  will  be  inadequate  to  the  exigency 
©f  the  fituation.* 

Thefe  feem  to  have  been  really  the  ideas  of  the  moment : 
that  they  are  v/eak  and  injudicious  is  obvious  from  the  event; 
but  they  would  have  appeared  fo  a  priori,  if  the  bias,  the 
eager  enthufiafm  of  the  nation,  was  confidered.  M.  Necker 
Tcfembles  the  mechanic^  who  confiders  only  the  force  of  gra- 
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Vitv  in  a  falling  body,  without  taking  into  the  account  the 
velocity  acquired  by  falling  from  a  height.  The  effciSl,  in 
the  pcrculhon,  wpuld  be  very  different.    Yet  adds  M.  Necker 

'  I  have  pointed  out  more  forcibly  than  any  perfon,  in  my  dif- 
ferent works,  the  empire  of  public  opinion,  and  its  increafing 
ftrength.  Foreigners  can  fcarcely  form  an  idea  of  fuch  a  power, 
and  cannot  compreiiend  how  it  can  be  put  in  a  balance  againll:  mi- 
litary force.  But  no  country  fo  completely  as  France  unites  to  an 
immenfe  population  all  that  can  roufe  men  to  freedom  of  fentimcnt 
and  freedom  of  thinking ;  an  abundance  of  wealth,  an  immenfe 
national  debt  which  attaches  to  the  land  a  multitude  of  indepen- 
dent men,  the  adlivity  of  commerce,  the  cultivation  of  the  arts, 
the  eclat  of  letters,  the  progrcfs  of  fcience,  the  love  of  novelty, 
the  fecial  fpirit,  the  vehement  defire  of  praife,  the  fafcinatir.g 
pradlice  of  every  kind  of  ollcntation ;  nnd  in  the  midfl:  of  this  com- 
bination of  circumftances^  which  gave  a  direction  to  the  national 
genius,  there  has  ftarted  up  in  thefe  latter  days  a  new  philofophy, 
which,  carrying  all  before  it,  deflroying  our  fortrefles,  our  banks, 
our  barrieis,  has  fo  levelled  the  moral  world,  as  to  render  it  fa- 
vourable to,  and  incline  it  to  elbblilli,  every  political  theory,  and 
every  fyllem  of  legiflation. 

*  In  the  mean  time,  as  long  as  public  opinion  divided  its  forces 
royal  authority  had  little  to  fear,  and  frequently  derived  from  it 
elTential  advantage;  this  opinion  conftiiuting  a  principal  reward 
for  courage  and  military  virtue.  Public  opinion,  attentive  at  that 
time  to  different  objeds,  and  difFufed  over  a  large  fpace,  did  not 
and  could  not  create  any  alarm  ;  bat  the  difordcr  and  ruin  of  the 
finances,  by  colleding  its  fcaitered  rays  into  one  focus,  have  in- 
creafed  to  fuch  a  degree  its  adlion  and  energy,  that  it  is  become 
indifpenfably  neceffary  either  to  yield  to,  or  at  beil  to  compound 
with  it.* 

Nothing  appears  more  evident,  than  that  thcfe  are  opinions 
of  two  different  a^ras.  The  one  was  that  of  the  time  ;  the 
other  formed  on  a  view  of  events,  for  this  plain  reafon,  that 
they  are  totally  incompatible  but  on  one  foundation,  that 
the  author  conlidered  his  reputation  fuflicient  to  counterba- 
lance every  irregularity.  There  never  was  but  one  man  wlio 
could  wield  an  engine  confiiting  of  the  harfiiefl  and  moft  dif^ 
cordant  materials  with  fafety,  and  that  was  Oliver  Cromwell. 
A  better  apology  follows, 

*  The  party  who  oppofe  the  adi^iiflion  of  too  great  aaumber  of 
deputies  of  the  commons  into  the  dates  general,  and  who  accufe 
me  of  a  breach  of  duty  towards  the  monarch,  feem  to  have  loll 
fight  of  various  circumftances.  They  forget,  for  example,  that 
«.t  the  time  I  refumcd  the  reins  of  adm.iniilration,  the  king  con- 
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ccivcd  that  he  had  reafon  to  complain  of  the  conduit  of  the  ncH 
blefle  in  the  late  political  difienfions ;  whereas  the  tiers  etat  had 
in  various  provinces  fhewn  a  confiderable  deference  to  the  views 
©f  government.  The/  forget  t-lfo  that  they  have  frequently  a- 
fcribed  the  violence  of  the  aflembly  to  the  afccndency  of  the  popQ,- 
lar  leaders,  and  tneir  fecret  plots;  but  enumerate  thefe  leaders, 
and  it  will  be  found  that  the  majority  of  them  were  not  deputed 
by  the  order  of  the  commons.  In  (hort,  the  pa,rty  whofe  objec- 
tions I  am  refuting,  cannot  confider  themfelves  as  having  no  fhare 
in  the  meafures  adopted  by  the  court  the  nth  of  July  ;  raeafures 
which  excited  all  the  kingdom  to  arms,  and  eventually  occafioned 
the  defertion  of  the  troops.  In  the  mean  time,  the  balance  of 
llrength  being  once  fubverted,  and  that  in  fo  ftriking  a  manner, 
the  defence  of  the  exilling  powers,  and  the  fupport  of  public  or- 
der, vefted  no  longer  in  the  hands  of  government;  and  the  lan- 
guage of  reafon,  that  lail  rcfource,  loft  at  the  fame  time  a  confi- 
derable Ihare  of  its  energy  and  influence.* 

The  fubfequent  remarks  will  be  found  lefs  applicable ;  for 
M.  Necker's  error  confifts  in  not  taking  into  the  account  the 
cnthufiafm  of  the  nation,  and  the  probable  effecl:s  of  giving 
enthufiafts  uncontrouled  power :  in  fuch  a  ftate  it  was  rather 
to  be  expe6led,  that  the  nobles  to  become  popular  would  join 
with  the  commons,  than  that  the  latter  would  court  unpopu-?, 
larity  to  fupport  their  former  opprefTors. 

The  objeftion  which  might  arife  from  the  number  of  un- 
dignified clergy,  M.  Necker  has  anfwered  more  fatisfa£lorily; 
but  thefe  anfwers  appear  t9  have  been  the  fuggeftions  of  after- 
refle6:ions.  The  number  of  vieputies  our  author  attempts  al- 
fo  to  defend,  as  well  as  the  place  of  their  fitting ;  but  thefe 
are  objeftions,  or  not,  according  to  the  opinion  formed  of  the 
future  condu61;  of  the  aflembly. 

The  affembly  met :  M.  Necker  and  the  king,  for  it  Is  al- 
mofl  Ego  et  Rex  meus,  harangued  them  j  but  thefe  fplendid 
morfels  of  eloquence  have  been  long  fince  before  the  public. 
In  the  condu61:  of  the  aflembly,  and  in  the  condu£t  of  the  mi- 
nifter,  the  greatefl:  errors  occur.  Whatever  was  the  confe- 
quence  of  the  former  miftakes,  much  mifchief  might  have  been 
prevented  by  fubfequent  addrefs.  The  errors  at  this  time 
might  be  reduced  to  three,  ifl:.  The  early  aflront  given  by  the 
minifter  of  the  finances  to  the  aflxsmbly,  by  telling  them  that, 
fo  far  as  his  department  was  concerned,  their  meeting  was  un- 
neceflTary. — 2dly.  Introducing  the  influence  of  the  king  in 
determining  difputed  quefliions,  refpecling  the  verification 
of  powers.— 3dly.  The  union  of  the  difl^erent  orders  in  one 
chamber.  Thefe  difguiled  the  members,  by  raifing  the  mi- 
nifter  and  the  king  above  the  aiTembly  j  putting  the  CQudua 
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and  exiflcnce  of  the  afTembly  into  the  hands  of  the  monarch  ; 
and  giving  undefined  and  uncontrolabl-  itrcngth  to  the  com- 
nions.  Above  all,  it  fhowed  that  their  darling  minion,  in 
cafes  of  diiliculty,  would  join  with  the  king  rather  than  the 
people;  and  it  (hows  us  that  a  new  power  was  cflablifhed, 
•without  a  regulator,  without  a  guide,  and  without  a  check.  If 
tliis  outline  be  compared  with  M.  Necker's  obfervations,  no 
farther  clue  will  be  wanted  to  (how  how  this  minillcr  became 
unpopular,  nor  how  the  kingly  power  was  loft.  It  muft  be 
remembered,  that  we  are  now  tracing  events  from  their 
caufes,  without  attempting  to  oiTer  any  opinion  refpecHng  thefe 
events. 

M.  Necker  was  foon  difmiiTed,  and  he  complied  without 
a  murmur,  and  without  tears :  he  was  recalled,  and  he  obeyed 
implicitly.  Fatal  obedience  !  It  has  been  the  grave  of  his  cha- 
radlicr,  and  in  the  opinion  of  many,  of  his  integrity.  The  firll 
ilep  after  his  return  did  credit  to  his  heart,  though  little  to 
his  judgment.  In  the  moment  of  popular  acclamation,  a  ge- 
•neral  forgivenefs  was  propofed  and  adopted.  This  was  at  leait 
humane,  and  it  was  judicious  if  the  acclamations  of  the  people 
were  fohd.  M.  Necker  knew  nothing,  or  thought  not,  of  the 
changes  in  a  popular  ftate  :  he  forgot,  that  his  having  in  part 
adopted  the  caufe  of  the  king  and  of  the  nobility  was  a  crime 
ftill  not  expiated;  and  that,  in  this  general  amnefty,  the  moft 
obnoxious  of  the  nobility  were  included.  He  fiiw  every  thing 
feemingly  fincere,  and  he  walked  with  unconcern  to  the  edge 
of  this  precipice,  which  was  already  prepared  for  him  bv 
a  fecret  enemy.  It  was  the  lall  fatal  wound,  for  after  this 
ftep  his  propofalsVere  received  with  doubt,  with  fufpicion, 
fcarcely  concealed,  or  with  oppofition.  M.  Necker  went  on 
apparently  with  courage.  He  propofed  a  loan,  a  contribution. 
Each  was  received  with  coolnefs  and  modified  fo  as  to  render 
it  ufelefs,  or  rcjje£i:ed.  The  afTembly  had  already  began  to 
feel  their  confequence,  and  it  was  not  their  defign  to  leflen 
their  popularity  by  harfli  impofitions.  They  endeavoured  to 
avail  themfelves  of  the  popular  enthufiafm,  and  dexteroully 
managed  that  weapon  which  the  miniller  had  neglected  or 
confidcred  as  ufelefs. 

The  emifTion  of  afTignats,  and  the  feizing  of  the  property 
of  the  church,  onr  author  allows  to  be  excellent  expedients, 
if  the  queltion  of  morality  is  kept  out  of  fight.  The  Hownefs 
of  the  fubflitution  has  added  to  the  tranquillity,  and  the  ex- 
emption from  taxcG  is  connected,  in  the  people's  mind,  with 
the  new  government.  Taxes,  M.  Necker  thinks,  may  be  cau- 
tiouily  introduced  without  murmur:  it  is  perhaps  more  pro- 
bably the  moment  of  danger  to  the  aflembly  :  it  is  llriking  the 
ccmre  of  the  arch,  which  will  put  the  flabihty'of  the  work  to 
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the  fevered  teft,  and  be  the  fureft  proof  of  the  general  appro-^ 
bation.  The  modcr^^tion  with  which  the  bills  were  ifiued, 
was  the  fuggeflion  of  M.  Necker,  and  he  claims  the  merit  as 
a  parting  fervice.  Nothing  can  be  more  true  than  the  finan- 
cier's fuggeflion,  that  the  exchange  neceflary  to  give  currency 
to  a  bill  is  not  the  meafure  of  the  injury  the  owner  receives: 
the  exchange  is  the  meafure  fo  long  as  the  circulation  goes 
on,  but  if  the  call  for  the  money  was  rapid,  it  would  be  great- 
ly increafed,  and  alniGfl  the  whole  loft.  The  money  gained, 
however,  by  thefe  letters  of  credit  on  the  lands  of  the  church 
is  fo  great,  that  M.  Necker  thinks  the  triumphant  tone  of 
thefe  financiers  is  without  fufhcient  foundation  :  with  fuch 
funds  it  was  impofi^ible  to  fail.  Our  author  combats  alfo  two 
afiertions  from  the  report  of  the  committee  of  finance  j  but 
thefe  and  other  more  particular  queftions  make  no  part  of  our 
prefent  fubjecl,  which  is  properly  an  examination  of  the  poli- 
tical conducl:  of  M.  Necker,  and  an  enquiry  how  far  it  has 
aflifted  the  revolution.  In  general,  our  author's  financical  re- 
marks deferve  to  be  received  with  particular  refpeft. 

To  M.  Necker  France  is  indebted  for  denying  the  king  an 
abfolute  veto  :  it  is  curtailing  the  luftre  and  prerogative  of  the 
crown,  but,  after  the  fulleft  reflection,  we  are  convinced  that 
jt  was  not  only  the  beft  meafure  that  could  in  fuch  a  fituntion 
be  adopted,  but  that,  on  the  whole,  it  was  more  advantageous 
to  the  king  tban  an  unlimited  veto. — We  fhall  conclude  this 
article  with  an  abftra61:  of  M.  Necker's  reafoning  on  the  fubje<£l, 
Where  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nobility  are  confined  to  a 
different  houfe  from  that  of  the  commons,  and  are  a  kind  of 
intermediate  link  between  the  crown  and  the  people,  an  abfo- 
Jute  veto  is  preferable,  for  the  nobility  will  carefully  guard 
againft  any  encroachment  on  the  royal  power,  with  which 
their  own  luftre  is  greatly  connected .  In  this  cafe  the  veto, 
though  abfolute,  wjU  not  often  be  employed,  and  indeed  will 
be  generally  unneceffary.  When  the  members  meet  in  the 
fame  place,  and  we  may  add,  when  from  different  circum- 
fiances,  the  power  of  the  commons  predominates,  a  fufpenfive 
veto  will  be  of  more  real  fervice  than  an  abfolute  one.  No 
king  can  contend  with  fuccefs  againft  the  general  opinion  of 
his  people,  but  with  a  powerful  army  devoted  to  his  will.  The 
fufpenfive  veto  will,  therefore,  give  time  for  popular  ferm^ent 
to  cool,  for  the  phrenzy  of  the  moment  to  fubfide,  and  will 
confequently  guard  againft  fudden  rafh  innovation.  Againft 
any  others,  the  abfolute  veto  would  be  ufelefs,  for  to  employ 
it,  would  be  to  abdicate  the  crown. 

To  M.  Necker  alfo  the  king  was  indebted  for  the  refolution 
of  going  to  Paris :  but  this  difcuffion  would  lead  us  too  far* 
The  rell  of  the  work  we  fhall  examine  in  another  Number. 
f"To  he  continued.) 
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TT  is  always  with  regret  that  we  make  apologies  for  delay; 
-■■  and  the  caufes,  though  fufiicient  to  influence  our  conclu6l, 
and  to  preferve  us,  in  our  own  opinion,  from  the  imputation 
of  undue  ncglc£l,  are  often  neither  of  a  nature  which  we  can 
properly  make  public,  nor  of  a  kind  which  might  appear  to 
others  of  fufficlcnt  importance.  While  we  have  thus  excufcd  • 
ourfelves  from  the  charge  of  difrefpe6iful  inattention,  we  muit 
add,  that  our  author  deferved,  from  the  merits  of  his  work, 
an  earlier  notice.  Thefe  Sermons,  of  a  mifcellaneous  nature, 
and  often  on  praftical  fubjetls,  are  dillinguilhed  by  a  calm, 
chearful,  and  rational  piety,  a  candid  examination  of  the  foun- 
dations and  evidence  of  our  holy  religion,  and  a  careful  at- 
tention to  apply  the  do6lrines  of  Chrift  to  the  improvement 
of  our  lives.  They  are  in  general  fhort,  perfpicuous,  and  of- 
ten elegant  :  we  (hall  tranfcribe  the  lilt  of  fubjecls. 

*  The  Defign  and  Objeft  of  Chriilicinity,  confidcred  and  llla- 
flrated. — The  Divinity  of  ChriH  aflerlcd  by  the  Evidence  of  the 
Centurion  and  his  Attendants,  at  the  Crucifixion — A  fixed  Belief 
in  the  Divine  Attributes,  the  true  Support  of  Man  in  this  Life. — 
The  true  End  and  Defiop  of  Baptifm  cunfidered. — The  ChriHiati 
Warfare,  Faith  triumphant  over  Death. — Divine  Jullice  appe Ted 
by  contrite  Guilt. — The  great  Importance  of  an  early  and  virtuoas 
Education.-'— The  Benefit  of  General  Infirmaries,  illulfrated. — The 
Excellency  of  the  Gofpel  confidered  as  a  Syllem  of  Faith  and 
Manners.  — The  Chriflian's  Hope  in  Death. — On  the  Sacrifices  of 
the  Law,  as  figurative  of  the  Death  of  Chrift. — On  the  Double 
Senfe  of  Prophecy.  The  Second  Pfalm  illuftrated,  as  defcriptivc 
of  the  temporal  State  of  David,  and  the  fpiritaal  Bleffings  of  th(? 
Kingdom  of  Chrift. 

*  The  Caution  and  Rcferve  of  Chrift,  in  not  declaring  himfeT 
to  be  the  Meffiah,  othervvife  than  by  the  Miracles  that  he  v/rought, 
Itated  and  accounted  for. — Elijah  triumphant,  and  the  Prophets 
pf  Baal  deftroyed.  — On  the  Day  of  Judgment.— The  Miflion  of 
John  the  Baptift,  and  the  Nature  of  his  Doctrine  con fidercd.-*-The 
Utility  of  Public  Charity  Schools. — On  the  Refurredlion. — • 
Liberty  without  Licentioufnefs. — The  Union  of  Mercy  and  Truth 
in  the  gracious  Aft  of  our  Redemption. — -On  the  Comforter. — 
Jacob's  Prayer  confidered. — -The  Neceffity  of  laying  up  Treafure 
in  Heaven. — On  Death.— The  Chriiliaa  Conteft.—- On  the  Lafl; 
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It  would  be  of  ^s  little  importance  to  the  able  autbor  to 
follow  eagh  difcourfe  minutely,  as  itv/ould  be  generally  unin- 
terefting  to  the  reader;  we  ihail  therefore  felecl  a  fevv^  paf- 
fages  from  different  parts  of  the  work.  The  firft  ftialLbe 
from  the  fermon  on  the  great  importance  of  an  early  virtuous 
education. 

'  Whatever  profeflion  a  man  may  feledl,  it  is  efientially  necef- 
fary,  that  his  early  youth  fhould  be  imprefled  with  the  leading  du- 
ties of  religion,  and  the  efieniial  article  of  morality.  If  this  be 
liegleftcd  in  the  early  feafon  of  life,  that  opportunity  will  be  (uf- 
fered  toelapfe,  which  will  never  again  return,  it  will  be  a  negle<fl 
which  no  afterthought  can  remedy,  no  future  care  fupply.  The 
hufbandman'  might  as  well  expert  a  plentiful  harvcft  without  the 
necelTaiy  exerJons  to  fecure  it,  as  the  moralift  a  virtuous  charafler 
without  having  duly  watched  the  progrcfs  of  the  mind,  and  dili- 
gently availed  himfeif  of  every  method  to  improve  it  with  virtu- 
ous principles,  and  to  r'ortify  it  with  precepts  of  piety,  and  exam- 
ples of  virtue. 

'  The  intrinlic  depravity  of  humnn  nature  is  probably  nearly  the 
fame  in  every  age  ;  but  this  ftriking  difference  will  always  appear 
to  the  accurate  obferver,  that  all  fenfe  of  dccrrcy  will  be  then 
mod  remarkably  thrown  afide,  in  thoie  periods,  wiien  the  duties 
of  religion  are  neglcdled,  or  remifsly  performed.  Nor  can  we 
indeed  wonder,  that  he  who  has  renounced  all  his  fuperior  obli- 
gations, thofe  duties  which  he  owes  to  the  fupreme  parent  of  the 
univerfe,  ftiould  be  uninfluenced  by  a  fecondary  confideration ; 
thofe  duties  which  are  conne£led  with  his  fecial  chararfler,* 

The  following  obfervations  on  the  two  points  of  view  in 
which  Chrift  appears  to  his  difciples,  are  excellent.  In  the 
firfl:,  our  author  remarks,  he  feems  to  poflefs  all  the  attributes 
pf  the  Deity,  raifing  our  wonder,  our  awe,  our  veneration. 

*  In  this  part  of  Chrifi'^  character  we  cannot,  however,  propofe 
him  to  ourfelves  as  an  objed  of  imitation  ;  the  incidents  are  iuch 
as  no  human  agent  can  ever  be  engaged  in,  they  therefore  ftrike 
our  minds  as  inilances  of  power,  which,  r.s  they  furpafs  all  hopes 
of  performance,  fuperfede  the  moft  diftant  idea  of  im.itation.  The 
fecond  point  in  which  this  divine  perfon  appears,  is  in  a  charader, 
if  I  may  be  allov/ed  the  exprellion,  more  adapted  to  the  itate  and 
condition  of  human  nature. 

'*  This  mild  and  beneficent  view  of  himfeif,  our  Saviour  pre- 
fents,  when  employed  in  the  tender  duties  of  friendihip,  in  footh-. 
ing  the  forrows  which  arife  upon  the  iofs  of  friends,  or  in  promot- 
ing innocent  mirth  and  feftivity,  when  we  multiply  the  focial  con.^ 
aedipns  of  life,  aod  encreafe  the  number  of  our  obligations  to  pro-. 

iHote 


JRudcTs  Sermons,  ii 

tnote  the  general  happinefs.  To  mollify  that  hardnefs  of  heart 
which  man  acquired  when  he  loll  his  innocence  ;  to  expand  thofe 
felfifh  afFedions  which  were  likely  to  uke  pofllffion  of  his  heart, 
when  doomed  to  acquire  the  fuilenance  of  life  by  the  fweat  of  his 
brow  :  for  thefe  purpofes  Chrift  hath  fo  intimately  conn.-fled  the 
love  of  God  and  the  love  of  our  neighbour,  that  the  one  cannot 
exill  independent  of  the  other,  and  wherever  true  vital  religion 
cxiUs,  it  will  conflantly  be  illullrated  by  the  kindred  fruits  of  piety, 
or  brotherly  love  ; — thofe  emotions  which  impel  us  to  promote  the 
general  happinefs  of  the  world,  by  an  unlimited  pradice  of  an 
extended  philanthropy. — We  are  fo  formed,  that  one  perfon's  ex- 
ertions are  neceffary  to  another's  enjoyments,  we  are  wifely  antt 
beneficently  fo  formed,  that  the  fenfe  of  our  reciprocal  wants  may- 
teach  us  to  aiTociate  for  mutual  defence,  and  enable  us  to  refift, 
when  united,  the  evils  that  would  have  overwhelmed  us  in  oer 
f^pl itary  ftate.' 

We  need  not  fay  that  our  author's  do(D:rine  is,  in  every  re- 
fpe£l,  that  of  the  church  ;  nor  ought  we  to  cenfure,  becaufe 
a  fon  of  the  church  preaches  confidently  v/ith  the  fyftem  fhe 
prefcribes.  Yet  we  may  add  that,  in  what  may  be  conli- 
dcred  as  doclrinal  parts  of  thefe  volumes,  our  author  is  occa- 
(lonally  too  particular  and  minute ;  in  the  paflages,  for  in- 
llance,  which  relate  to  the  effefts  of  the  tranfgrefFion  of 
Adam,  and  of  the  redemption  by  the  death  of  Chrift.  Thefe 
awful  myfteries  we  are  not  allowed  to  examine  clofely :  they- 
feem  to  be  defignedly  placed  above  our  comprehenfion,  for 
we  can  feldom  approach  near,  without  feeling  ourfelves  in  that 
difficulty,  and  infuchobfcurity  as  muft  convince  us,  that  *  God's 
ways  are  not  as  our  ways ;  nor  God's  paths  as  our  paths/  We 
cannot,  therefore,  profefs  our  high  commendations  of  our  au- 
thor's nth  fermon,  where  he  falls  into  what  we  think  an  er- 
ror, when  he  follows  fome  commentators  too  clofely,  in  dif- 
tinguifliing,  in  the  fyftem  of  our  redemption,  the  mercy  and 
the  juftice  of  God  -,  in  endeavouring  to  {how  the  neceflity  of  a 
vidlim  to  fatisfy  the  one,  and  the  mercy  in  that  but  one  was 
required.  We  fhall  fele61:  one  pallage  from  this  fermon ; 
though  inftances  of  a  fimilar  kind,  in  attempting  to  explain 
what  Omnipotence  leems  not  to  have  permitted  us  to  compre-* 
hend,  are  not  uncommon. 

*  The  grand  point  to  which  I  would  vvifli  to  attraft  your  mli^ds 
in  this  difcourfe,  is  to  that  divine  perfonage,  whom  Fliilip  telleth 
Nathaniel  he  had  found — Even  Jefus  of  Nazareth,  the  King  of 
the  Jews, 
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'  He  is  the  cbjeiSl  of  all  thefe  illuftrious  prophecies. 

*  He  is  the  author  to  us  of  life  and  liberty  ;  of  life,  when  we 
were  dead  in  fin  ;  of  liberty,  when  we  were  the  flaves  of  Satan.  / 

*  As  the  melodious  prophet  hath  mournfully  exprefTed  it, — He 
was  wounded  for  our  tranfgreffions  —  He  was  bruifed  for  our  ini- 
quities—The chailifement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him  ;  and  with 
his  flripes  we  are  healed. 

*  In  this  pidlure  are  difplaycd,  the  agonizing  fufferings  of  Chriil 
upon  the  crofs. 

*  He  was  wounded  for  cur  tranfgreffions ;  wounded  with  the 
nails  that  fattened  his  facred  hands  and  feet :  and  with  the  fpear 
which  pierced  his  fide,  bruifed  for  our  iniquities. 

*  This  part  refers  to  the  mental  agonies  that  he  underwent — To 
that  grief  which  dilated  the  fervent  prayer,  that  if  it  were  poffible 
the  bitter  cup  might  pafs  from  him. 

'  This  petition  the  Deity  could  not  liften  to,  3.  piacular  ^viSiim 
was  necefTi'.ry.  Spotlefs  innocence  was  to  be  the  diftinguifhing  at- 
tribute of  this  vi6lim,  and  this  was  not  to  be  found  but  in  Jefus  of 
lvlr.zareth. 

*  The  facrifice  of  Chrift's  death,  was  the  fole  mode  by  which 
the  Almighty,  preferring  his  other  attributes  inviolate,  could  par- 
don the  fins  of  the  world.  Jt  was  the  only  door  of  mercy  which 
he  could  open  to  man,  by  which  he  re-admitted  him  to  favor,  and 
by  which  the  feverity  of  his  punifhment  might  be  relaxed.* 

Perhaps  a  minute  and  faftidious  enquirer  may  find  feme 
faults  of  Icfs  importance  in  the  compofition.  The  Sermons 
are  too  often  firings  of  detached  paragraphs,  whofe  place  may 
be  changed  without  injuring  the  fenfe  or  the  tenor  of  the 
difcourfe.  This  is  undoubtedly  a  fault ;  for  though  we  do  not 
approve  of  extenfive  chains  of  clofe  reafoning,  yet  the  atten- 
tion is  not  fixed,  nor  the  recolleclion  affifted  by  general  apho-» 
xiflical  remarks,  which  are  connedted  only  as  each  is  on  the 
fubje6l  of  the  text. 

Another  error  is,  we  think,  too  great  fondnefs  for,  and  a 
little  incongruity  in,  the  ufe  of  metaphors  *,  but,  in  this  refpe£l, 
though  the  author  often  errs  on  a  rigid  examination,  there  are 
no  very  glaring  faults.  A  little  too  great  familiarity  is  perhaps 
fometimes  confpicuous  in  relating  the  anions  of  our  Saviour  j 
as  where  he  is  faid  to  have  changed  the  water  into  wine, 
^  left  the  abfence  of  rational  and  ibcial  feftivity  fhould  have 
embittered  the  firfl  moments  of  the  connubial  ftate.'     ' 

On  metaphyfical  fubjedls,  our  author  feldom  enlarges :  we 
yere  attra<^ed,  however,  from  the  fubject  of  fome  late  enqui- 
ries 
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r^es  by  his  obfervatlons  on  the  refurrecSlIoa.     The  whole  of 
this  paflage  is  excellent. 

*  The  objedlor  has  cavilled  at  the  doftrine  of  the  refurreclion 
of  the  fame  body,  by  afferting,  that  the  body  never  long  conti- 
nues the  fame,  that  the  particles  that  compofe  it,  are  in  continual 
flu<auation,  and  that  the  different  periods  of  life  produce  a  diffe- 
rent conftitution.  Though  this  fhould  be  admitted,  it  mull  uill 
be  allowed,  that  this  infenfible  diminution  or  alteration  of  partick'S 
does  not  affedl  perfonal  identity,  and  vvhilft  this  continues  the  fame 
it  is  all  that  can  be  contended  for,  in  the  idea  of  an  individual  re- 
fur  redion. 

*  In  the  fame  body  that  the  man  dies,  in  that  will  he  rife  to 
judgment ;  and  in  that  will  he  become  either  the  fubjedl  of  reward 
or  the  vidlim  of  punifhment. 

'  The  explicit  manner  in  which  the  facred  writings  have  re- 
corded this  fubje6l,  is  fufficient  to  affure  us,  that  there  is  no  doubt 
of  the  fa6l  ;  and  is  an  argument  above  all  others,  to  induce  us  to 
cultivate  holinefs  of  life. 

*  Exiftence  here,  within  this  narrow  fpace,  the  limits  of  which 
we  can  eafily  fee  through,  is  too  often  fafficiently  irkfoms  to  the 
difquieted  foul  of  man. 

'  But  exiftence  here  can  be  but  momentary.  Let  us  then  fup- 
pofe,  that  opprefled  by  thofe  namelefs  calamities  which  io  atflift 
the  fons  of  men  in  fome  evil  hour,  the  genius  of  defperation  arras 
the  hand  of  man  again  ft  himfeif ;  that  without  a  contidence  in  a 
God  who  made,  or  an  intereft  in  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God 
who  faved  and  redeemed  the  world,  felf-deftrudion  violates  the 
firft  law  of  nature  ;  and  to  efcape  the  miferies  of  time,  the  devoted 
victim  rufhes  into  the  torments  of  eternity. 

*  But  were  his  mind  confcicntioufly  imprelTed  with  the  facred 
truths  of  religion  ;  were  he  affured  that  by  the  refurreflion  of 
Chrift,  his  own  is  afcertained,  he  would  then  manfully  refift  the 
moft  impetuous  torrent  of  earthly  mifery,  from  the  conviflion, 
that  it  muft  be  tranfitory  as  the  cloud  that  fometinies  darkens  the 
brighteft  meridian  fun;  that  his  own  depraved  thoughts  coald  alone 
conftitute  mifery,  and  that  truft  in  God  muft  alone  fecure  triumph 
^o  himfeif.* 

We  cannot  difmifs  thefe  volumes  without  expreffing  our 
approbation.  The  firft  edition  we  are  informed  did  not  ap  - 
pear  in  London,  and  confequently  eluded  our  enquiry.  It 
was  in  one  large  volume,  which  comprehended  the  firft  and 
a  part  of  the  lecond  volume  now  before  us.  The  prefent 
edition  is  fupported  by  a  numerous  and  refpedtable  lill  of  fub- 
fcribers. 

SaUtudt 


(    H    ) 

Solitude  confidered  iv'ith  Refpe£i  to  its  hifluence  upon  the  Mind 
and  the  Heart*  IVritten  originally  in  German  by  jM,  Zim-^ 
mermann.  TranJIated  from  the  French  of  J,  B.  JHercicr* 
%W),     6s.     Boards.     Dilly.      1791. 

TTARIOUS   are  the  opinions  concerning  folitude.    ^^y  fome 
^     it  is  confidered  as  the  parent  of  all  human  excellence  and 
felicity ;  by  others,  as  the  depraver  of  the  faculties,  ^nd  the 
fource  of  difquietude  :  and  thofe  who  can  endure  it  have  been 
ftated  to  be  either  above  or  below  the  ftandard  of  humanity. 
The  author  of  this  work  is  a  ftrenuous  advocate  for  the  former 
opinion.     It  will  be  readily  admitted  that  he  muft  have  been  a 
fincere  devotee  to  his  fubject,  when  it  is  known  that  the  ori^ 
ginal  work  confided  of  four  large  volumes,  which  the  French 
tranflator  comprciTed  into  the  prefent  fizej  juftly  fearing,  frorri 
the  focial  and  volatile  character  of  his  countrymen,  that  fuch 
a  fubjeft  as  folitude,  enlarged  on  in  fo  very  copious  a  man- 
ner, was  not  likely  to  attain  a  fale  adequate  to  the  expcnce  of 
the  impreflion.     His  own  words  are,  '  four  large  volumes  on 
the  fubjeO:  of  folitude,  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  work  too  ardu- 
ous for  the  generality  of  French  readers,  and  particularly  for 
French  bookfellers  to  undertake :  for  even  this  fhort  effay,  with- 
out the  recommendation  of  M.  le  Tourneur,  could  not  have 
acquired  the  honour  of  the  prc/s/    The  performance,  however^ 
in  its  original  volummous  form,  has,  it  feems,  drawn  on  its 
author  '  the  univerfal  approbation  of  the  German  empire  (his 
name  being  already  inferted  in  the  Colleftion  of  ClaTic  Au- 
thors printed  at  Carlfruhe),*  and  procured  for  him  a  very  bril- 
liant and  more  fubftantiai  mark  of  approbation  from  the  em- 
prefs  of  Rullia.    It  is  divided  into  four  chapters ;  the  firft  con- 
nfling  of  an  Introduction ;  the  fecond  defcribing  the  general 
Advantages  of  Solitude;  the  third,  the  Influence  of  Solitude,  oii 
the  Mind;  and  the  fourth,  its  Influence  on  the  Heart.  ^\ll  tliefc 
divifions  he  purfuesina  defultory,  fanciful,  romantic  ftyle,  in- 
terfperfing  them  with  tender  fentiments,  pathetic  anecdotes, 
and  luxuriant  imagery,  that  fuecelFivcly  cnarni  the  mind,  afl'etfc 
the  heart,  and  dilpofe  Us  to  love  and  refpc£l  the  author. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  beginning  of  his  work  wiH 
exemplify  thefe  obfervations,  and  demonilrate  his  intentions. 

*■  In  this  unquiet  and  tumultuous  fcene  of  life,  furrounded  by 
the  reftraints  of  ceremony,  the  urgencies  of  bufinefs,  the  fliackles 
of  fociety,  and  in  the  evening  of  my  days,  I  feel  no  delight  in. 
tracing  back  the  images  of  pleafures  that  pafs  fo  tranfiently  away  : 
my  foul  dwells  with  higher  fatisfadion  on  the  memory  of  thofe  hap- 
py days  of  my  youth,  when  Solitude  was  my  fole  amttferiient ; 
'when  t  knew  no  place  more  agreeable  than  the  fequeHered  cloifler 
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and  the  fiient  ctll,  the  lonely  mountain  and  the  fubllmely  awful 
<Trove  ;  nor  any  pleafures  more  lively  than  thofe  1  experienced  in 
converfing  with  the  dead. 

*  I  love  to  recall  to  my  mind  the  cool  and  filent  fccnes  of  Soli- 
tude :  to  oppofe  them  to  the  heat  and  buftle  of  the  world;  to  me- 
ditatc  on  thofe  advantages  which  the  great  and  good  of  every  age 
have  acknowledged  they  polTefs,  though  perhaps  too  feldom  expe- 
rienced ;  to  refle<fl  on  the  powerful  confolations  they  afford  when 
grief  corrodes  the  mind,  when  «lifrarc  afflicts  the  body,  when  the 
number  of  our  years  bends  us  to  the  ground;  to  contemplate,  ir» 
ihort,  the  benign  influence  of  Solitude  upon  all  the  troubles  of  the' 
heart.' 


<  While,  therefore,  I  defcribe  the  allurements  of  Solitude^  I 
ftiall  endeavour  to  warn  my  readers  againil  thofe  dangerous  ex- 
cefTes  into  which  fome  of  its  difciples  have  been  betrayed;  exceffes- 
as  repugnant  to  the  voice  of  reafon,  as  they  are  condemned  by  the 
precepts  of  our  holy  religion.' 


'  If  melancholy,  in  forgetting  the  horrors  of  its  fituation,  fhall 
raife  its  dejeded  head  to  blefs  me ;  if  I  fhall  be  able  to  convince 
the  innocent  votaries  of  rural  retirement  that  the  fprings  of  plea- 
fure  foon  dry  up  in  the  heat  of  the  metropolis ;  that  the  heart  re-* 
mains  cold  and  fenfelefs  in  the  midfl  of  all  its  noify  and  faftitious- 
joys  :  if  they  fhall  learn  to  fjei  the  fupe  ior  pleafures  of  a  country 
life,  become  fenflble  of  the  variety  of  refources  they  afford  againfl 
idlencfs  and  vexation;  what  purity  of  fentiment,  what  peaceful 
thoughts,  what  unfading  happinefs  the  view  of  verdant  meads,  the 
fight  of  numerous  flocks  and  herds  quitting  the  fertile  meadows  ok 
the  clofe  of  the  day,^  infti-1  into  the  mind  ;  with  what  ineffable  de- 
light the  fublime  beauty  of  a  wild  romantic  country,  interfperfed 
with  diflant  cottages,  and  occupied  by  freedom  and  content,  ra- 
vilhes  the  foul ;  how  much  more  readily,  in  fhort,  we  forget  all 
the  pains  and  troubles  of  a  wounded  heart  on  the  borders  of  a  gentle 
ftream,  than  amidfl  the  concourfe  of  deceitful  joys  fo  fatally  fol- 
lowed in  the  courts  of  princes ;  my  tafk  will  be  accomplifhed,  and 
ill  my  wifhes  amply  gratified  V 

T\\Q  object  is  noble,  and  being  attempted  by  a  courtier,  pof- 
fefTes  at  leaft  the  merit  of  Hngularity.  But  Al.  Zimmermann, 
in  ♦:he  midft  of  llate-fplendor,  feems  to  have  had  a  heart  at- 
tuned only  to  rural  enjoyments  ;  and  being  conftantly  fecluded 
from  them,  he  perhaps  learned  to  eftimate  them  above  their 
real  value :  as  a  m^an,  finding  himXelf  ill  at  eafe  in  one  fitua- 
tion,  imagines  another,  wholly  differing  from  it,  capable  of 
removing  his  uneafmefs.  But  it  by  no  means  follows  that  M, 
^imnaermann  would,  in  a  change  of  fituation,  have  experi- 
enced 
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cnced  the  tranquillity  which  he  expedled.  He  viewed  only  thtf 
favourable  fide  of  the  piclure  -,  he  contemplated  the  profpeft 
only  at  a  diftance,  through  the  exaggerating  medium  of  a 
fancy  difturbed  by  perfonal  anxieties  and  domeilic  afFiiftlons, 
which  he  feelingly  defcribes,  and  whofe  recollection  would  as 
furely  have  followed  him,  probably  with  additional  force,  to  the 
'gentle  ftream,' or  'lonely  bank,'  as  it  attended  him  in  the  crowd- 
ed court.  We  cannot  affent  to  the  opinion,  that  folitude  is  the 
beft  cure  for  woe  :  on  the  contrary,  we  are  convinced  that  it 
nouriflies  and  prolongs  the  fenfations  of  grief,  and  that  no  re- 
medy is  equal  to  the  conflant  avocation  of  M'orldly  bufinefs.  But 
folitude  is  our  inihox''?,  paiiacea:  it  is  the  ler.t'uia^  comcsy  and  mc- 
diciria  dolorum  ;  it  is  proper  for  all  ages  and  all  fituations.  How- 
ever M.  Zimmermann  may  defend  his  fyflem  from  verging  to 
eremitical  nctions,wefear  that  it  is  vulnerable  in  thispoint.  The 
benefits  of  occafional  retirement  from  the  bullle  of  the  world, 
to  give  the  mind  time  to  cool  from  the  intemperate  ardour  of 
its  purfuits,  are  unqueftionable.  But  to  difgufh  the  youthful 
reader  with  the  world  in  general,  is  an  attempt  that  a  true  phi- 
lofopher  might  have  altogether  omitted,  or  at  lead  not  purfued 
to  an  extreme.  We  are  focial  creatures,  formed  for  almoft 
perpetual  occupation  ;  and  all  that  can  be  faid  in  favour  of  So- 
litude is,  in  our  opinion,  that  being  recurred  to  as  an  occafional 
relief  from  toil,  it  affords  an  opportunity  of  reviewing  our  paft 
conduct  with  a  more  cool  judgment,  and  of  preparing  ourfelves 
to  profecute  the  future  with  renewed  vigour.  It  is  in  vain  that 
M.  Zimmermann  recommends  the  employment  of  the  mind  dur- 
ing folitude,  and  under  afTliction  *  in  the  accompliiliment  of 
fome  intereiling  end,  wnd  in  leading  the  imagination  from  one 
object  to  another.*  Without  necelj'ary  employment  obtruded 
on  it,  the  bell-difpofed  mind,  in  fuch  circumftances,  will  be" 
apt  to  indulge  inert  ^aI  painful  recollection,  and  to  corrode 
itfelf. 

But  we  mull:  not  deny  to  our  author  the  merit  which  he  really 
deferves.     His  work  is  rich  in  fentiment  and  defcription. 

*  Solitude  engages  the  afFedions  of  men,  whenever  it  holds  up  a 
piflure  of  tranquillity  to  their  view.  The  doleful  and  morrotonouJ 
found  of  the  clock  of  a  fequeilered  monaftery,  the  filence  of  nature 
in  a  itiil'night,  the  pure  air  on  the  fummit  of  a  high  mountain,  the 
thick  darkncfs  of  an  ancient  foreft,  the  fight  of  a  temple  fallen  to 
ruins,  infpire  the  foul  with  a  fofc  melancholy,  and  banifh  all  recol- 
leiftion  of  the  world  and  its  concerns.  But  the  man  who  cannot  hold 
a  friendly  correfpondence  with  his  own  heart,  who  derives  no  com- 
fort from  the  reflexions  of  his  mind,  who  dreads  the  idea  of  me- 
ditation, and  is  fearful  of  paffing  a  fingle  moment  with  himfelf, 
looks  with  an  equal  eye  on  Solitude  and  on  death.  He  endea- 
vour* 
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vnurs  to  enjoy  all  the  voluptuoufners  which  the  world  affords  ; 
drains  the  pernicious  cup  of  pleafure  to  its  dregs  ;  and,  until  the^ 
dreadful  moment  approaciics  when  he  beholds  his  nerves  fliattered, 
and  all  the  powers  of  hi:;  foul  deftroycd,  he  has  not  courage  to  make 
the  delayed  confjtBon,  '*  I  am  tired  of  the  ^Morld  and  all  its  idle 
folli'Sy  and  r,onjj  prefer  the  mournful  jhade  oj  the  cyprefs  to  the  intoxi" 
cation  of  its  noify  pieafures  and  tumult  WjUs  joys.'' 

His  intention  in  the  fecond  chapter  is  to  fhew 

'  That  Solitude  enables  man  to  live  independent  and  alone;  that 
there  is  no  misfortune  t  cannoc  alleviate,  no  forrow  that  it  v\-!il  not 
fjften;  that  it  adds  dignity  to  his  charader,  and  gives  frcfh  vi- 
gour to  the  powers  of  his  mind  ;  that  he  cannot,  in  any  other  fjtu- 
ation,  acquire  fo  perleit  a  knowledge  of  himfelf ;  that  it  enlarges 
the  fphere  of  attention,  and  ripens  the  feeds  of  judgement;  in  fhort, 
that  it  is  from  the  intluence  of  Solitude  alone  that  man  can  hope 
for  the  fruition  of  unbroken  pieafures  and  never-fading  felicity.' 

Speaking  of  the  ridiculous  refaurces  to  which  the  great  are 
fometimes  compelled,  to  amufe  their  heavy  hours,  he  enlivens 
his  fcrioufnefs  with  the  following  anecdote* 

*  Returning  one  Sunday  from  .Trianon  to  Verfailles,  T  perceived 
at  a  diftance  a  number  of  people  alfembled  upon  the  terrace  of  the 
caAle  i  and  on  a  nearer  approach  I  beheld  Louis  the  Fifteenth  fur- 
rounded  by  his  court  at  the  windows  of  the  palace.  A  .man  very 
richly  drefTod,  with  a  large  p:).ir  of  branching  antlers  faftened  ori 
his  head,  whom  they  called  the  flag,  was  purfued  by  about  a  dozen 
others  who  compofed  the  pack.  The  purfued  and  the  purfuers 
leaped  into  the  great  canal,  fcrambled  out  again,  and  ran  about  to 
all  parts,  while  the  air  refounded  with  the  acclamations  of  clap- 
ping of  hands,  to  encourage  the  continuance  of  the  fport.  *'  What 
can  all  this  mean?"  faid  I  to  a  Frenchman  who  Hood  near  me. 
**  Sir,"  he  replied  with  a  very  ferious  countenance,  '*  it  is  for  the 
entertainment  of  the  couit." 

In  the  exordium  of  his  third  chapter  we  find  a  compliment 
to  our  country,  too  flattering  to  be  omitted.  AddrcfTmg  him- 
felf to  ingenuous  youth,  he  proceeds: 

*  You  will  find  it  abfoluttly  neceffary  to  force  you'felves  from  a 
world  too  trifling  and  infigniiicant  to  afford  you  any  great  examples. 
It  is  in  (tudying  the  charailers  of  the  GreeXsj  the  Romans,  tae 
Englifh*  that  you  muft  leain  to  furmount  every  difHculty.  In  what 
nation  will  you  find  more  celebrated  inftances  of  human  greatnefs? 
What  people  pofTefs  more  valour  and  cotirage,  more  firmnefs, 
more  knowledge,  or  a  greater  love  for  the  arts  and  fciences? 
But  do  riot  deceive'yourfelves,  by  believing  that  wearing  the  hair 
cut  Jhort  will  make  you  Englilhmen.  You  mull,  inllead  of  that, 
Ckit.  Rev,  N.  Ar.  (III.)  Sept.  1791.  C  eradicate 
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eradicate  the  vices,  Tubduethe  weaknefies  of  your  nature,  and  Olf- 
ly  imitate  them  in  their  peculiar  greatnefs.  It  is  the  love  of  li- 
berty, the  qualities  of  courage,  peneti-ation,  fublimity  of  fenti- 
iTicnt,  and  flrcngth  of  reafon,  that  confiitute  the  true  Englifhman, 
and  not  their  half-boots  and  jockey  hats.' 

The  grand  pofition  of  this  chapter  is,  that 

*  Tiie  rudiments  of  a:  grealt  chara£Ver  muft  be  formed  in  Soli- 
tude. It  is  there  alone  that  the  folidity  of  thought,  the  fondnefs 
for  atflivity,  the  abhorrence  of  indolence,  which  conftitu-tc  the  hero 
and  the  fage,  are  firll  acquired.  Many  celebrated  Germans  of  my 
acquaintance  lived  folitary  lives,  unconneded  with  fociety,  during 
their  refidence  at  the  univerfity.  They  (hmined  the  fafhionable 
vices  of  the  collegians,  and  prefervcd  therr  native  purity  ;  they 
adopted  a  floicifm,  and  preferved  not  only  their  chaftity,  but  their 
application  to  ftudy.  They  are  now  become  minillers  of  Hate,  ce- 
lebrated writers,  and  great  philofophers,  who  have  difFufed  wif- 
dom,  banifhed  prejudice,  and  from  their  e.ijjicft  youth  opened  new 
roads  in  life  utterly  unknown  to  vulgar  minds.' 

This  pofition  is  enforced  by  much  argumentation,  fome- 
times  declamatory,  fometimes  humble  ;  and  is  elucidated  by 
riumerous  examples,  ancient  and  modern,  from,  Numa  the 
Roman  leglilator,  to  Mr.  Pitt  the  minillt-r  of  Britain.  Seve- 
ral extraardinavy  characters  are  likewife  introduced,  fome  of 
them  little  known  in  this  countrvr  others  familiar  to  our  po- 
tice,  to  illu Urate  the  baneful  effects  of  an  extreme  attachment 
to  fociety,  and  the  *utility  of  early  and  frequent  retirement. 
The  following  is  a  favourable  fpCcimen  of  our  author's  ratio- 
cination. 

*  The  inel'imnble  vahie  of  t"-nie,  of  which  the  indolent,  having 
no  conception,  can  fo-m  no  ellimate,  is  much  better  learned  in  the 
reeularitv  of  Solitude  than  in  the  li«yht  and  airy  rounds  of  life. 
He  who  employs  h-mfelf  with  ardour,  and  is  unwilling  to  live  en- 
tirely in  vain,  contemplates  with  trembling  apprehenfion  the  rapid 
movement  of  a  ftop-watch ;  the  true  image  of  human  lite,  the  molt 
ill  iking  emblem  of  the  rapid  courfe  of  time. 

*  The  time  which  we  employ  in  focial  intercourfe,  when  it  im- 
proves the  faculties  of  the  mind,  raifes  the  feelings  of  the  heart 
to  a  certa-n  deg.-ee  of  elevation,  extends  the  fphere  of  knowledge, 
and  baniihes  our  cares,  is  hr  from  being  mi^'penc.  But  if  an  in-i 
tercouiie  even  thus'happily  formed,  become  our  fole  delight,  and 
change  into  th'.-  pafiion  of  love  ;  if  it  tra;;.->form  hourc.  into  minutes, 
and  exclude  from  the  mind  every  idea  except  thofe  which  the  ol>- 
jcdt  of  afi-'edion  infpires,  even  love  itfelf,  alas  I  will  abforb  our 
time,  and  years  will  pal's  nnpnceived  away. 

*  Time 


*  Time  IS  never  too  long  ;  on  tlie  contrary,  it  T.p^.(f\Y*,  too  (liort 
to  him  wl!0,  to  the  extent  of  his  capaci'y,  employs  it  ufcfally,  in 
the  difcharge  of  the  rcfpeftive  duties  \vhich  his  particular  fituation 
calls  upon  him  to  perform.  To  futh  a  difpofition  time,  inftead  of 
being  burthcnfo'mc,  flics  too  hallily  avvny.  I  am  acquainted  witli 
a  young  prince  who,  by  the  afiiitance  of  fix  doraeltics,  does  not  cm- 
ploy  more  than  two  minutes  in  drefTing.  Of  his  carriage,  it  would 
DC  incorre^lt  to  fay  that  hcj^^^;  in  it,  for  it  flies.  At  his  hofpitablc 
table,  every  Courfe  is  finifhcd  in  a  ^'iomcnt;  and  I  am  informed, 
that  this  is  the  ufual  fafhion  of  princes  ;  who  fecm  difpofed  to  make 
every  thing  pafs  with  rapidity.  I  have,  however^  feen  the  royal 
youth  to  whom  I  allude,  exercifc  the  moll  brilliant  talent?,  fupport 
the  higheft  Ayle  of  charadler,  attend  in  his  own  peifon  to  every 
application,  and  I  know  th'vt  he  has  afforded  fatisfatlion  and  de- 
light in  every  interview.  I  kndw  that  the  affarrs  of  his  donteftic 
cllabiilhment  engage  his  moll  fcrupcflous  attention  fix  liours  every 
day  ;  and. that  in  every  day  of  the  year  he  employs,  withrDut  ^x- 
teption,  feven  hours  in  reading  the  belt  Englilbi  Italian,  French,' 
and  Getman  authofs.     This  prince  knows  the  value  of  time.* 

Who  this  royrfl  ybutli  was,  Is  not  hirlted-;  We  (nouki  have 
been  much  gnftified  in  difcovering  that  the  allufioii  leaned  to 
this  country.  From  M.  Zimfflermariii'sConverfatidns,\ve  fuf- 
pe6l  that  it  does  fo. 

The  author  concIudi:s  this  multifarious  chapter  witii  an  in-, 
genuous  coiifefficn',  that  many  of  his  obfervatiohs  *  are  per- 
haps undigefted,  and  many  more  certainly  not  well  exprefled:' 
of  which  cenfures,  the  latter  at  leaii  is  probably  applicable  to 
both  the  irifnilations.  We  are  much  pleafed  with  a  critique 
palled  on  tlie  two  firft  parfs  of  his  vt^drk,  as  the  author  him- 
felf  relates,  by  *  a  lady  of  great  wit/  who  fcems  to  l^ave  been 
well  acquainted  with  his  v-olubility  in  compofition.  She  ad- 
vifed  him  '  to  iinbolom  him  felf  upon  ci'fry  thing  that  he  felt,  and 
tb  lay  down  his  pen  the  moment  thofe  feelings  were  expfelTed.' 
'  This  method'  (i.  e.  his  own),  the  author  add;j,  with  great 
ftmplicitv,  *  has  certainly  produced  faults  which  a  fyilematic 
phiiofdpfher  wcfuld  not  hav^  committed/ 

I'hc  lad  chapter  is,  like  the  others,  a  brilliant  rhapfody  of 
^efcription  and  fentiment  i!i  praifc  of  Sclittide ;  exprelTcd  ia 
fach  llcwery  language^  that  it  :;.ppears  very  much  Irke  poetiy 
miperfe^lly  reduced  into  profe  :  and  we  fometime?  thinl<:  that 
the  dhjcd'i  membra  poet iv  are  perceptible.  Witncf-^,  'Oh! 
•who  would  not  prefer  to  every  othef  enjoyment,  the  foft  me- 
lancholy which  Solitude  infpires  ?  Who  would  not  renounce 
the  univerle  for  one  fmgle  tear  of  love  ?' 

*  To  fufFer  with  fo  much  fofincfs  and  tranquillity;  to  indulge  ia 
icndcr  forroW  with6ut  exactly  knowing  why,  and  llill  to  prd.i  re- 
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tirement ;  to  love  the  lonely  margin  of  a  limpid  lake  ;  to  wander 
ale  ne  upon  broken  rocks,  in  deep  caverns^  in  dreary  forefts ;  lo 
feel  no  pleafure  but  m  the  fublime  and  beautiful  of  nature,  in  thofe 
beauties  which  the  world  defpife ;  to  defire  the  companv  of  only 
one  other  being  to  whom  we  may  communicate  the  fenfations  of 
the  foul,  who  would  participate  in  all  our  pleafures,  and  forget 
every  thing  elfe  in  the  univerfe  ;  this  is  a  condition  which  every 
young  man  ought  to  wifh  for,  who  wiihes  to  fly  from  the  mercilefa 
approaches  of  a  cold  old  age.* 

Thefe  are  fomc  of  the  themes  an  which  M.  Zimmermann 
expatiates  with  the  mod  luxuriant  enthufiafm  through  upwards 
ef  one  hundred  and  fixty  pages  in  the  laft  chapter :  and  to  thofe 
who  are  at  ail  prepoflefied  in  favour  of  the  fubjefts,  thefe  dif- 
fertations,  for  we  cannot  call  them  labours,  mull  afford  a  de- 
licious banquet.  They  difplay  a  confiderable  (hare  of  genius> 
learning,  and  pathos.-  Probably  the  original  bears  a  more  me- 
thodical appearance  :  or  it  may  be  that  our  continental  neigh-' 
bours  do  not  require  fo  much  regularity  of  dillribution,  and 
compfteffion  of  ftyle,  as  ourfelves.  To  the  corredt  tafte  of  an 
Englifli  reader  the  work  would  have  been  more  agreeable,  if  it 
were  pruned  of  thofe  redundant  luxuriances  which  diminifti 
its  ftrength.  At  prefent,  It  refembles  a  rich  and  fertile  gar- 
den, difpofed  in  Iktle  or  no  order,  where  the  moft  beauti- 
ful flowers  and  weeds,  native  and  exotic,  are  indifcriminately 
mingled  j  prefenting  to  the  eye  no  grand  or  uniform  whole, 
but  a  fcene  of  fplcndid  confufion.  To  this  effect  we  incline 
to  believe  that  M.  Mercier,  in  his  two-fold  capacity  of  tranf-r 
lator  and  abridj^er,  has  in  a  great  mcafure  contributed  At 
leaft,  the  prefe'nt  vcrfion  has  not  tended  to  illumine  or  adorn 
the  text,  as  the  follcvving  inftanccs,  amongll  a  thoufand,  may 
teftify:  *  tc  facilitate  ?ncn  in  their  fearch  after  happinefs' — *  that 
the  day  might  not  ilqi  unhcededly  away^ — '  the  inebriety  of  pure 
and  inefi-iibk  delight.' 

We  fhail  conclude  the  review  of  this  unequal  performance' 
with  a  note  of  a  more  lively  turn  than  the  reader  may  have 
expe6led. 

*  Men,  in  general,  fondly  hope  in  eternity  for  all  that  is  flatter- 
ing to  their  tafte,  inclinations,  def*res,  and  paflio.ns  on  earth.  I 
therefore  entirely  concur  in  opinion  with  a  celebrated  German  phi- 
lofopher,  M.  Garve,  that  thofe  perfons  Cannot  poiTefs  humility  of 
heart  who  hope  that  God  will  hereafter  revi^ard  them  with  rich- s 
and  honours.  It  was  thefe  fentiments which  occalionsd  a  young 
lady  of  Germany,  extremely  handfome,  to  fay,  fhe  hoped  to  car- 
ry with  her  into  the  next  world  a  habit  of  fine  fdver  tiflue,.  zoned 
witli  feathers,  and  to  walk  in  heaven  on  carpets  of  rofe-leaves 
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fprcad  upon  the  firmament.  This,  aifo,  was  the  reafon  why,  in 
a  fi:ll  aflfembly  of  women  of  flifhicn,  where  the  quellion  was  -;gi- 
tated,  whether  marriages  were  good  to  all  eternity,  they  all  unani- 
moufly  exclaimed,  Gcd prefcwe  us  from  /.'.* 

The  Rural  Economy  of  the  Midland  Comities'^  including  the  Ma^ 
nagcment  of  Live  Stock  in  Lciccftcrjhire  and  its  Environs  : 
together  with  Minutes  on  Agriculture  and  Planting  in  the 
Diftria  of  the  Midland  Station,  f  Concluded  from  Vol.  IL 
Neiv  ^Arrangement,  p.  200. J 

'T^HE  fccond  volume  of  this  in(lru£live  work  contains  mi- 
-*■  nutes  of  agriculture  ;  thofe  detached  hints  and  obferva- 
tions  on  which  the  former  volume  is  founded.  On  this  lub- 
ject  we  maybe  allowed  to  remark,  that  minutes  of  agriculture 
in  a  perfon  ftationary,  fixed  to  one  fpot,  acquainted  with  the 
foil,  the  feafons,  and  the  nature  of  the  fprings,  are  highly  ufe- 
ful.  In  a  di(lri(Sl,  where  the  obferver  is  '  a  ilranger  and  a  fo- 
journer,'  their  utility  is  m.ore  fufpicious.  Eftablidied  cuftoms 
are  undoubtedly  fometimes  wrQng,  and  the  prejudices  of  a 
diftri^t  too  deeply  rooted  to  be  eradicated  by  frequent  experi- 
ence. But,  on  the  other  hand,  numerous  minute  circumflances 
render  a  mode  of  conduct,  which  may  at  firfl  feem  improper, 
eligible;  and  thefe,  as  it  is  impoiTible  at  once  to  underftand, 
may  influence  what  the  mod  accurate  enquirer,  who,  without 
long  refidence  and  continued  experience,  attempts  to  foorn  a 
judgment,  at  firft  will  difapprove.  Some  of  thefe  errors  are 
obfervable  in  Mr.  iViarfliall's  form.er  works;  but,  unconr.edl- 
cd  as  we  have  been  with  fome  of  his  ftations,  we  have  avoided 
pointing  out  where  we  have  fufpedled  them.  Our  error  would 
have  been  even  greater  thrn  his,  if  we  had  oppofed  hir,  dcci- 
fions  on  fufpicion  only ;  for  we  had  not  ken  at  all  what  we 
thought  he  had  only  examined  fuperficiaily. 

Thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  Mr.  Marfhall's  firfl  work, 
will  recur  to  thefe  minutes  with  pleafure,  expecSting,  perhapsj 
to  fee  fimilar  hum.orous  obfervations,  equally  excentric  re- 
marks, exprefTed  in  his  peculiar  manner.  But  we  have  long 
fince  mentioned  that  the  collifion  of  the  world  has  deflrovw\ 
the  (harpnefs  of  the  figure.  The  coin,  when  fivft  itruck,  may 
be  fingular,  though  the  imprclFion  and  legend  are  loft  by  con- 
tinued ufe.  While  the  peculiarity,  however,  is  deflroyed,  wc 
find  the  fame  happy  difcrimination,  fimilar  exertions  of  a",  ac- 
curate judgment,  and  penetrating  acutenefs.  Ft  is  impoffible 
to  give  even  a  detail  pi  the  different  fubje^l:s  v/hich  are  con- 
fined to  the  ceccnomy  of  the  midland  diftritt :  in  general, 
they  relate  to  agriculture  and  planting. 
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The  firil  lubjc^t  of  remark  relates  to  the  Bredon  llme-ki!ni, 
and  it  leads  ns  to  ohlerve,  that  many  minute  circumftnnces  are 
i-iiferted,  and  fometimes  with  apparent  ^"iirprire,  that  arc  fa- 
miliar to  many  farmer^;.  The  Bredon  hme  rock,  Hke  the  greater 
number  of  calcareous  {Irata,  is  not  divided  by  veins,  and  breaks 
irregubrly.  ^  It  is  an  opinion,  adds  Mr,  MarOiall^  univerfally 
admitted,  that  much  n'lore  than  tjie  nec^flary  quant jty  is  poi- 
ibn  to  t\\t  lan4.'  This  is  the  cafe  with  every  a£i:iye  powerful 
manure  that  we  are  acquainted  with.  The  farmer  thinks  that 
it  produces  twich,  couch,  or  tluftle^ ;  and  it  is  natural  that  a 
mere  farmer  fliould  think  fo.  Our  author^  however,  who 
foars  above  this  rank,  {hould  have  treated  it  as  a  fancy,  and 
pafled  \i  over.  Whatever  checks  vegetation,  in  general,  will 
not  deftroy  the  hardieil;  plants,  and  the  feeds  nioft  retentive 
of  the  feminal  virtue.  Thefe,  when  they  enjoy  the  whole  of 
the  ground,  are  naturaliy  flronger,  foon  cover  it  entirely,  and 
confequeiitly  may  appear  to  be  produced  by  the  lime.  It  is  a 
fimple  facV,  which  few  are  ignorant  of:  but  Mr.  Mardiall  re- 
turns to  it  in  minute  lOO  and  103.  In  ihe  iirit  of  thefe,  he 
remarks,  that  ten  quarters  an  acre  had  no  bad  eitedls,  but  ra- 
ther a  beneficial  influence  on  the  turnip  crop;  and  the  fact  may 
be  eafiiy  explained  on  the  fame  principle.  If  it  does  not  de- 
ftroy  the  crop,  it  will  check  the  weeds.  Did  he  not  know  too, 
that  a  ftrong  healthy  crop  of  turnips  is  the  molf  dellruc^ive 
enemy  of  all  weeds — See  min.  95.  The  Tichenhall  or  Wal- 
fall  lime  has  no  fuch  efrccl :  if  we  do  not  admit  of  an  additional 
principle  in  the  Bredon  lime,  which  we  fufpecl  may  be  th<; 
cafe,  the  diiTercnce  of  ftrtngth  will  account  for  the  fa(ft. 

The  berbery  plant  Mr.  Marfliall  found  was  iujurious  t«^ 
vheat,  and  he  obferved  too,  what  has  been  already  fufficlently 
afcertained,  that  fmutcy  feed  procluced  a  fmutty  crop. 

The  mldiand  harmer  prefers  land  with  turf  in  it  for  wheat, 
and  prefers  pin-fallo^ving,  of  confequence,  to  a  curnip  or  fum- 
mer  fallow.  This  is  orie  of  thofe  obferyations  dictated  by  ex- 
perience and  local  knowledge,  which  we  juil  now  alluded  to. 
We  are  not  clear  that  it  is  properly  explained  in  the  folio v/ing 
Cpmm  men  tar  y,  '* 

*  -From  what  I  can  undeiftand,  however,- — by  land's  having  turf 
in  it  is  not  meant,  literally,  at  leaft  not  altogether,  the  unbrokei^ 
fod  or  roots  of  grafs,  which  remain  undifiblved  in  the  foil  ;  but  is, 
more  or  lefs,  a  figurative  expreflion,  meaning  that  land  which  ha§ 
|ain  feme  tiq^e  in  grafs,  will  bear  better  or  hei»vier  corn,  than  that 
which  has  been  under  the  plow,  time  immemorial ;  an  idea  per- 
feftiy  well  underllood,  throughout  the  kingdom  :  and,  it  is  ari 
opinion  as  univcrfally  received,  that  land  which  has  been  long  nr»- 
4pi:  )Lhe  plov/,  more  paniculaily  common  f.eld  land,  is   prone  to 
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giafs.  And  I  never  had,  before  to  day,  any  idea  that  common 
Held  lands  were  longer  in  acquiring  a  turf  than  other  lands  which 
hid  been  under  the  plow.  Becaufe  I  had  never,  till  lately,  known 
grafj  land  broken  up,  and  laid  down  again  to  grafs,  without  hav- 
ing, during  the  time  it  was  in  tillage,  received  a  turnep  or  a  fum- 
mer  fallow. 

•  What  an  endlefs  labyrinth  is  hudi.andry  !  I  have,  till  now,  con- 
fidered  it  as  an  unerring  rule  to  cleanfe  land,  thoroughly,  from 
every  thing  vegetable,  before  it  be  laid  down  to  grafs.  But,  I 
confefs,  I  ROW  begin  to  be  of  opinion,  that  there  may  be  cafes,  iti- 
which  even  this  rule  may  be  erroneous;  and  the  praftice  of  this 
diftrid,  founded  on  long  experience,  ilrengthens  my  opinion. 

•*  I  have  been  frequently  rtruck  with  the  rapidity  with  which 
the  lands  of  „this  diilricl  acquire  a  natural  fvvard  :  three  or  four 
years  after  they  have  been  laid  down,  they  begin  to  wear  the  face 
of  old  grafs  lands :  yet  it  never  itriick  me,  till  now,  that  this  new 
turf  is  rail^'d  out  of  the  ruins  of  the  old.  For  aljthough  a  Midland 
faraier  turns  over  his  old  turf,  and  takes  a  crop  of  oats;  re-turns 
it,  and  crops  it  with  wheat :  which  being  harvelled,  he  repeats  the 
operation  of  turning  over  the  old  turf,  twice,  or  perhaps  thrice  ; 
puUing  it  about  wiih  the  harrows,  and  difengaging  it  from  fome 
«/  its  foulnefs  ;  -—  yet  it  is  ftill  the  old  turf  in  ruins.  The  roots 
and  feeds  of  the  gralTes,  which  formed  it,. are  ftill  there:  for  al- 
.thougii  the  farmer  has  had  two  crops  of  corn,  he  has,  at  the  fame 
time,  had  two  crops  of  grafs ;  the  roots  of  which  a  winter  fiillow, 
of  two  or  t!iree  plowing?,  is  wholly  irnidequate  to  defiroy  \  though 
to  doubt  it  gives  them  a  confiderable  check  :  and  this  accounts  for 
the  recjL'ived opinion,  here,  that  the  "  fecond  year's  feeds"  are  the 
worll  grafs  :  becaufe  the  clover  is  then  gone  off,  and  the  natural 
graflfes,  having  been  checked  by  the  pin-fallow,  and  kept  under  by 
tUe  barley  and  the  clover,  have  noc  yet  recovered  theiwfelves  i  but, 
the  third  year,  having  nothing  to  ilruggle  with,  they  rijg  again', 
refuming  the  appearance,  and,  in  a  confiderable  degree,  the  pro- 
/itablenefs  of  old  graf..  lands  I* 

The  fiibjecl  is,  we  think,  illufl-.rated  in  minute  21,  by  tlie 
obfervations  on  high  ridges,  and  the  whole,  perhaps,  is  ex- 
plained by  the  circunidance  of  the  ground  being  in  general  a 
fandy  loam,  i)ot  fudicici^tly  cohefive. 

In  the  remarks  on  watering,  our  author  fecms  fomctimes 
not  to  diilinguifh  between  a  cold  clayey  Tpot,  or  a  clayey  loam, 
overfpread  with  a  cold  and  perhaps  a  mineral  water,  and  the 
etFe£bs  of  a  warm  fpring  in  a  more  favourable  afpech  Flis 
hint  of  planting  low  fwampy  places,  not  eafily  drained,  M-jth 
a  quick  growing  aquatic  plant,  and  overflowing  it,  as  a  fourcp 
of  manure,  is  worth  attending  to.  After  a  year  or  two,  when 
the  ground  is  rich  in  feeds,  and  a  little  coherent,  it  would  be 
yfeful  to  plow.ia  the  plants  while  in  ihcir  full  flren'jth. 

C  4.  The 
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The  analyfis  of  the  herbage  of  meadows,  by  an  examina- 
tion of  the  gralTes  in  it,  is  ingenious,  and  feemlngly  exe- 
cuted with  attention  and  ability.  The  fuinmer  of  J  785  was 
very  warm  and  dry.  Even  the  weeds  were  eaten  down  to  the 
root,'  yet  the  cattle  looked  remarkably  healthy.  Is  it  not  a 
confirmation  of  die  farmers  adage,  that  '  a  dry  fummer  never 
begs  its  bread  ?' 

The  defcriptlon  of  the  beetle,  the  nympha  of  the  turnip- 
fly,  we  Ihall  felea:* 

'  The  vvhob  lenp:th  of  the  body  and  head,  from  one  twelfth  to 
one  tenth  of  nn  inch. 

*  lis  width  or  br.adth,  about  bal^ts  length. 

*  The  antenn:e  are  of  ten  joints,  and  about  two  thirds  of  the 
length  of  the  body. 

*  The  wing  cafes — concave,  and  jroined  by  two  flraight  edges : 
their  colour  a  dark  chocolate,  with  a  firipe  of  yellow  white  along 
the  middle ;  occupying  about  one  third  of  the  furface  ;  which  is 
dimpled,  polifhed,  and  fhell-like.  Both  fides  the  fame.  The 
texture,  britdeas  egelhell. 

<  The  wings  are  folded  back  under  the  cafes,  being  nearly  twice 
their  length  ; — membranacc.jus,  wita  two  or  three  ftrong  nerves^ 
running  about  half  their  kngih.  Colour,  a  light  drab  or  Itoi^e 
colo.:r  :   rhe  nerves  brown. 

*  Legs — -fix — -biack  :   the  two  hind  ones,  clubbed  upward. 

*  Head  and  brea  —black  and  poliflied. 

'  Abdomen  —  the  fame,  w  tii  four  articulations. 

*  In  catching  thefe  beetles,  I  fou.id  I  had  brnifed,  on  the  under^ 
fide  of  the  leaves  X  caught  them  up:  n,  a  number  of  foft  infects.* 


*  The  flics  bear  this  defcription  : 

*  The  body  and  head — black,  fhort,  nearly  egglhaped ;  about 
one  twentieth  of  an  inch  long  :  not  larger  than  a  grain  of  turnep 
feed. 

*  Wings —- four  r  two  very  long  ;  (landing  high  above  the  tail; 
more  than  twice  the  length  of  the  body  :  two  very  Ihort ;  not  fo 
long  as  the  body  :  both  pairs  tranfp..rent,  and  ftrengthened  by  a 
few  opake  ftraight  nerves.     The_/^^^^,  coppery — elegant! 

'Antennae — long,  {lender,  tapering:  the  joints  inaiftind :  the 
length  three  fourths  that  of  the  body.     Colour  black. 

*  Legs — fix,  of  a  lighter  colour  than  the  body. 

'  Probofcis — large,  long,  cylindrical,  jainted,  ending  in  a  point, 
which  the  infedl  in  either  Hate  inferts  in  the  leaf,  and  which, 
when  it  couches  at  feed,  appears  to  ifTue  from  the  abdomen  ;  but, 
on  being  raifed  upon  the  legs,  it  evidently  paiTes  to  the  fnout ;  in 
walking,  it  is  carried  under  the  belly  ;  lying  clofe  to  the  thorax; 
reaching  about  half  the  length  of  the  body. 

*  Abdomen^neaily  globular :  flatted  at  the  apex ;  with  a  Uttle 

blaci; 
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black  club,  fianding  out  on  either  fide  :  which  appendages  and  the 
probofcis  are  the  fame  in  the  fly  and  the  bug. 

<  The  propagation  of  this  infeft  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  dif- 
cover.  From  what  I  have  already  ©bferved,  it  appears  to  be  vi- 
viparous. The  pits  on  the  leaves  are  evidently  eaten  by  the  beetles: 
there  is  not  the  fmalleft  remains  of  a  nidus  in  any  plant  I  have  yet 
found  them  upon.  They  are  plentiful  upon  a  neighbour's  plants, 
which  are  but  juft  opened  into  leaf;  and  which  have  not  yet  a  fpecl^ 
upon  them. 

*  The  blades  of  felf-fown  oats  among  the  turneps  in  No.  2.  are 
covered  with  them  :  not  lefs  than  a  hundred  on  a  blade !  they  are 
alfo  in  greiit  abundance  upon  the  chenopodium  'viride  (fat-hen)  anct 
fome  I  have  found  upon  the  bean.  But  upon  thefe  two  plants, 
they  appear  to  be  larger  and  bhcker  :  the  very  black  bug — ^negro 
- — here  provincially  *'  fmother  fly'* — with  which  beans  are  fjre* 
quently  infdled.' 

The  author  thinks  this  animal  viviparous :  tbe  changes  q^ye 
more  likely  the  natural  ones,  and  the  parent  beetle,  or  the 
eggs,  preferved  during  the  winter  in  the  ground.  This  idea 
is  confirmed  by  the  obfervations  in  a  fubfequent  *  minute.* 
The  fly  or  the  beetle  is  at  firfl:  a  worm,  and,  in  this  ftate,  the 
chaffer  firfl  occurs.  Authors  and  obfervers  have  only  differed 
becaufe  they  have  {ctxi  the  animal  in  different  periods  of  its 
transformation.  The  turnips  planted  early  are  not  infefled, 
probably,  becaufe  the  beetle  has  not  yet  undergone  his  laft 
transformation.  From  not  attending  to  this  circumftance,  Mr. 
Marfhall  is  puzzled  by  fome  of  the  appearances  of  the  chaffers, 
called,  in  the  Weft,  oak-cubs,  from  their  being  fo  common  on 
the  oak,  though  they  feed  on  almoft  every  leaf.  If  ihe  wea- 
ther during  their  larva  (late  is  very  cold,  or  more  certainly  if  it 
is  wet,  the  number  of  thefe  offenfive  animals  is  much  lefs. 
The  early  drought  and  heat  of  the  prefent  fummer  cherifhed 
many  of  the  larvae;  and,  but  for  the  cold  and  wet  following, 
infects  would  have  been  very  troublefome  and  deftrud:ive. 
7"hey  are  at  prefent  (July  8)  fcarcely  obfervable. 

'  Aug.  21.  There'is  an  idea  prevalent,  here,  that  **  Geefe  are 
healthful  things  among  cows ;"  and  farmers  in  general,  I  believe, 
make  a  point  of  having  a  flock  in  their  cow  paltures :  not,  how- 
ever, by  way  of  fvveetening  the  grafs ;  but  of  purifying  the  wa^ 
ter. 

•  The  idea  feems  to  be  founded  in  nature;  and  the  praflice  may 
have  been  raifed  on  exp.ric.ice  :  the  violent  agit:;tion  which  %t^i^, 
and  other  vritcr  fowls,  fom'^iimes  communicate  to  water,  may  be 
faid  to  be  nature's  procefs  of  purifying  flagnarit  pools.' 

We  fhall  extradt  another  mifcellaneous  minute,  without  a 
jcomment, 

*  In 
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*  In  market  converfation,  the  changing  of  feed  became  the  fub» 

led.     Mr. ~,  the  largeft  occupier  in  the  diftrift,  thinks  it  of 

no  ufe.  He  has  not  changed  his  red  wheat,  for  ten  or  twelv* 
years ;  and  yet  experiences  no  falling  off.  Other  farmers,  who 
have  done  the  fame,  are  even  celebrated  for  their  feed  wheat. 

*  I  never,  however,  have  perceived  fo  general  a  fpirit  for  the 

changiiig  of  feed,  as  prevails  in  this  diftii^..     Mr.  — — —  of • 

has  fome  wlieat  juft  arrived  from  Cambridgefhii^e,  which  (lands 
him  in  nine  fliilllngs  a  bufliel,  Wincherter  me^l^re,  and  fetches  it 
ten  or  twelve  miles.  He,  on  the  other  hand,  fends  fome  this  year 
into  Shropfhire.  5ven  the  little  field  fanners  have  been  accuflom- 
cd  to  fovv  wheat  of  the  fouthern  counties ;  but,  frorn  what  I  can 
learn,  the  fpirit  begins  to  abate, 

*  Indeed,  the  practice  here,  as  every  where  elfe,  feems  to  be 
founded  on  general  notions  ;  and  no  one  appears  even  to  reafon  upon 
its  propriety  ;  much  lefs  bring  any  other  proofs  of  its  utility,  than 
**  it  muftbe  fo*.'* 

Barky,  ripening  aft^r  the  frofl;  comes  on,  and  even  fwelf- 
»ng  at  the  fame  period,  is  ijo  new  obfervation.  It  occurs  fre- 
quently in  the  North,  and  has  been  more  than  once  mention-r 
pi  in  our  Journal.  The  practical  farmer,  in  othe)r  dillridtb, 
\vill  find  many  circumftances  recorded  as  fmgular,  which  are 
common ;  but  this  we  have  already  hinted  at,  and  mull  dif- 
mifs  this  part  of  the  volume  with  remarking,  that  it  contains 
many  valuable  and  judicious  obfervations  on  ditfcrent  branches 
cf  rural  ceconomy,  and  particularly  haryelling.  We  haye  fe? 
lecled  only  fome  of  the  moft  upcommon^  and  the  more  gencr 
rally  iritereiling  parts. 

The  fecond  part,  on  planting,  contains  many  curious  re- 
marks on  trees,  including  the  dodrinc  of  hedge-making.  The 
lafl;,  however,  is  neither  very  new  nor  fingular.  AVe  find 
fome  things  which  we  difiipprove,  and,  as  in  the  former  part^ 
old  doctrines  reprefented  as  uncommon.  We  fliall  turn  there- 
fore to  the  more  pleafing  divifion  of  the  fubjec^,  planting  and 
the  phyfiology  of  vegetation  connected  with  it.  Our  author 
feems  to  have  been  fortunate  at  fixing  fiis  refidence  in  thi^ 
neighbourhood,  during  a  confiJerable  fall  of  trees, 

I'he  rings,  in  the  wood,  are  now  known  to  be  depofition* 
of  ligneous  flatter  fiT)m  the  bark  in  fucceflive  years,  and  to  be 
of  fervice  in  afcertaining  the  age  of  the  tree.  Perhaps  they 
may  be  employed  with  fome  corrections,  in  afcertaining  the 

*  '  I  do  not  mean  to  fiy  that  the  chancinir  of  the  *'  fet;d,"  or  rather  the  va-. 
riety,  of  cuhivated  crops  is  of  no  tife  :  1  have  lonjif  hceii  of  opin'on  that  it  i? 
ufeiul  (fee  min.  Surny).  I  can  fay  with  truth,  however,  that  I  do  not  know 
it  to  be  of  Any  fcrvue.  It  appears  to  be,  at  pitfent,  one  of  th  fe  niyfleries  of 
htifbandry,  which  nothing,  perhaps,  but  a  public  cHabhftimcnt  v,';!!  ever  hj 
>iblc  to  ckar  up.' 

age 
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age  from  the  diameter  •,  finding  from  a  number  of  trials,  the 
medium  thickncfs  of  the  rings,  in  a  given  circumference, 
when  the  tree  fccms  not  to  be  Hinted.  It  fliould  be  added, 
jthat,  as  this  method  can  only  be  employed  in  oaks,  or  trees  of 
a  great  agc^  an  approximation,  and,  perhaps,  no  very  accur 
rate  onc,^  can  only  be  cxpe6kd.  We  fhali  add  Mr.  Mais- 
ihairs  account  of  the  growth  of  the  oak. 

*  There  has  been,  lately,  a  fall  of  timber  in  thefe  woods ;  in- 
cluding fome  large  trees.  Counted  the  rings  of  one  which  \va$ 
Ccmixd  at  the  but.  The  number,  as  nearly  as  I  could ^fcenain  it, 
two  hundred.  But  ihe  hill  forty  or  iifty  years  growths  were  fo 
ihin,  I  could  not  count  them  with  ceitainiy;  though  with  fuS- 
cicnt  accuracy  to  ground  the  following  calculatioiis. 

*  Tt^  gir^  of  this  tree,  in  the  girting  place,  is  nine  feet,  the 
diameter  of  which  is  fomewhat  more  than  thirty  four  inches. 

*  The  eHimated  gnnyth,  in  this  part,  is  thirty  inches  diameter, 
during  the  iirlt  hundred  :ind  fifty  years,  and  four  inches  (twoinches 
fhick)  in  the  lall  fifiy  years. 

*  The  length  of  rhe  Hem  t\venty-t\vo  feet.  The  contents  of  tlic 
whole  no  feet  .of  timber.  7'he  contents  of  the  fit/l  150  years 
growths,  85  fecti  leaving  25  feet  for  the  o;rQwth  of  the  lafl  50 
years. 

*  The;-efore^  although  the  encreafe  of  diameter  has  been  com- 
paratively fmail,  during  the  lalt  fifty  years,  the  encreafe  of  tim- 
ber has  been  nearly  as  great,  as  in  the  iiril  ftages. 

*  But  fuppofing,  this  tree  had  been  taken  down  at  one  hundred 
and  fifty  years  old,  it  would,  at  two  Hiillings  a  foot,  have  produc-ed 
eight  pounds  ten  ihillings:  tlje  intereil  of  which  would  haveamoant- 
cd,  in  the  courfe  of  fifty  yeah,  to  more  than  twenty  pounds;  be-* 
fide  the  ufe  of  the  land,  during  that  time.  Whereas  the  treCj,  at 
jhat  rate,  is  now  worth  only  eleven  pounds.' 

Linnxus  had  obferved,  that  after  fevere  winters,  the  rings 
are  narrower.  Mr.  Marfliall  is  inclined  to  attribute  this  ra- 
ther to  the  chaflers,  whofe  chryfalis,  not  being  prematurely 
animated,  has  a  better  chance  of  furviving  the  colds  of  fpring» 
than  to  the  feveriry  of  the  winter.  But  a  miid  winter  is  by  no 
meajis  injurious  to  thefe  animals,  nor  a  fevere  one  favourable. 
The  whole  depends  on  the  temperature  and  molfture  of  fpring: 
on  the  other  hand,  a  winter,  though  fevere,  often  reprefles 
■without  decrtafing  the  vigour  of  the  fummer  fhoots.  After  the 
Jate  fevere  winter  of  J  789,  within  our  obfervation,  the  trees 
foliated  niDvc  early,  and  their  flioots  wee  more  rapid  than  after 
many  milder  feafons.  Our  author  confirms  this  by  his  r<imark 
on  the  winter  of  1784.  In  the  animal  body,  cold  to  a  certain 
4rgree  is  a  tonic,  and  beyon<l  that  a  fedative  power :  may  it 
pel  be  the  fame  in  the  vegct.iblc  kingdom  ? 
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'  Converfmg  with  two  experienced  woodmen,  on  the  rife  of  the 
fap  of  oak,  they  were  clearly  of  opinion,  founded  on  many  years 
experience  in  felling  timber,  that  the  fap  of  old  trees  rifes  much 
earlier  than  that  of  young  ones. 

*  In  pruning  and  fetting  up  an  old  oak,  with  a  view  to  orna- 
ment, two  .days  ago,  the  fap  had  evidently  reached  the  uppermoft 
twigs :  though  the  grofsberry  is  now  only  foliating,  and  the  fallow 
has  nc  t  yet  blowed. 

*  Mr.  ,  a  confiderable  timber  dealer,  fays  th?  bark  of  the 

trees,  in  Mere  vale  wood,  would  now  run  ;  and  the  woodmen  cor- 
roborate this,  in  faying,  that  they  generally  begin  a  fortnight 
fooner  in  that  wood  (the  oldeilin  the  neighbourhood)  than  in  any 
other. 

*  This  early  rife  of  fap,  in  old  trees,  may  be  owing  to  the  vef- 
feh  being  comparatively  large  and  rigid  ;  the  bark  being  lefs  ^\->^{' 
tic,  not  embracing  the  wood  fo  clofely,  as  that  of  y©ung  growing 
trees,  which  will  even  burft  the  bark  to  gain  that  freedom  of  circu- 
lation, which,  perhaps,  in  the  end,  is  injurious  to  old  trees.* 

Anotiier  faft  of  fome  importance  is,  that  the  upper  part  of 
in  oak-tree  Vv-ill  be  full  of  fap,  when,  in  the  lower  part,  it 
has  fcarcely  began  to  run.  This  fa61:  is  not  eafily  explain- 
ed. "We  have  feen,  in  fome  experiments,  recorded  in  the  fe- 
cond  volume  of  the  Edinburgh  Tranfa6lions,  that  the  fap  rifes 
as  it  were  in  tides ;  and  it  is  not  improbable,  that,  when  it 
arrives  at  the  more  tender  fucculent  branches,  its  return  may 
"be  more  difficult,  and  at  lad  it  may  be  almoft  wholly  accumu- 
lated in  thefe.  When  a  trunk  is  full  of  cracks^  it  is  faid  to  be 
*  fliakfey,'  or  (haken  (fhattered).  Sometimes  thefe  numerous 
cracks  unite  and  form  one  large  one.  This  is  faid  to  be  ow- 
ing to  froft,  and  the  evidence  of  one  man  is  adduced,  who  has 
feen  large  cracks  formed  in  confequence  of  froft,  after  hear- 
ing loud  explofions.  The  fa61:,  however,  is  not  applicable ; 
for  thefe  cracks  were  external,  and  it  is  not  always  pofiible  to 
know  a  fhakey  tree  from  any  external  mark.  It  is  probable 
that  it  qiay  arife  from  froft,  or  from  dry  v/eather  and  an  un- 
equal contraction.  The  loud  cracks  in  frofty  weather  are  ufu- 
ally  owing  to  the  breaking  of  the  limbs. 

In  planting  our  author  moiftens  the  holes  fully  before 
he  fixes  the  young  tree ;  but  this  is  a  method  to  be  em- 
ployed with  fome  limitation.  In  cold  clayey  ground  it  will  be 
highly  injurious.  In  the  lighter  foil  of  this  diftri61:,  it  may 
be  ufeful. 

'  The  watering  of  holes  before  planting,  in  the  manner  I  have 
pradlifed  this  feafon,  is  perhaps  a  new  procefs.  I  have  never  met 
with  the  idea,  either  in  tfteory  or  pradlice  :  a  circumftance  the 
more  remarkable,  as  it  feems  to  fet  the  drynefs  of  the  feafon,- — 
the  bugbear  of  planters, — at  defiance. 

*  The 
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*  The  principal  dilference,  to  the  planter,  between  ad-y  and  2 
moill  feafon  is  evidently  this.  In  the  latter,  the  foil  of  tbe  plan- 
tation is  fufnciently  cool  and  moill  for  the  purpofes  of  vegetation  : 
not  partially  mollt  above;  nor  in  a  Hate  of  puddle  about  the  roots 
(as  it  is  in  the  ordinary  method  of  watering  holes) ;  but  uniformly 
moid:  not  only  in  the  region  of  the  roots,  but  below  them  :  the 
humidity  there  lodged  being  drawn  up,  leifurcly,  through  the 
foil,  by  the  aflion  of  the  atmofphere  upon  the  furfice  ;  farnifliing^ 
the  rooto  in  is  afcent,  with  a  uniform  iind  natural  fupply  of  cool- 
nefi  and  mcillure;  both  of  which,  perhaps,  are  requifite  to  a  full 
fupply  of  fap. 

*  On  the  contrary,  in  a  dry  fcafjn,  this  rrquifite  degree  of  cool- 
nefs  and  moifture  of  foil  is  wanted  ;  and  it  appears  to  be  an  endent 
duty  of  the  planter  to  fupply  the  deficiency;  which,  in  moft  caf-s, 
he  may,  at  an  inconfiderable  expence,^ — (.omparadvely  with  the 
advantage  of  planting  with  a  moral  certainty  of  fuccefs. 

'  In  theory,  at  leall,  it  is  good ;  and  the  refult,  at  prefent,  of 
this  year's  prailice,  is  a  ftrong  evidence  of  the  theory  being  well 
fjunded.  Such  Hrength  of  vegetation,  from  freJi  planted  irees, 
1  do  not  remember  to  have  obferved.  The  fhoots  of  the  Wey- 
mouth pines  and  the  balm  of  Gilead  firs  are  extraordinary;  and  the 
oaks,  although  tiiey  are  badly  rooted,  having  ftood  Ibni"  years  too 
long  in  the  DUifery  iince  their  beting  tranfplanted,  and  alt'^.ought 
they  vvereexpoied  to  the  air  and  brought  eighi  or  nine  miles  with, 
naked  roots,  are  ijow  moil  of  them  bre.iking  out  very  llrong.  The 
larches  tiuive  the  vvorll :  but  ihey  v/ere  m  ved  at  a  critical  time;' 
Julias  they  h?d  begun  to  bryeak  out  into  leaf;  and  were,  in  that 
ftate,  brought  three  miles,  witn  root^  naketj  of  mold.  An  ej cuius 
(horfe  clieftnut)  mc/ed  in  full  Sud.  anJ  in  a  dry  parching  air,  has 
not  yet  appeared  to  be  lenfible  of  the  rt'm(i)vah' 

In  pruning  for  planting,  our  author  recommends  taking  off 
the  branches  only  //tv-r  the  ilem,  not  clofe  to  it,  according  to 
the  ufual  mode.     In  every  tranfplantation,  confiderable  prun- 
Tng  is  requifite,  Cny^Q  more  force  is   required  in   the  plant  to 
puth  the  lap  through  an  inch  of  decaying  wood,  than  to  make 
fix  inches  of  a  new  (hoot.     In  the  firil  feafon,  the   pruning 
muft  have  been  verv  raihly  condufted,  to  occafion  any  confi- 
derable bleeding.     (_)ur  author,  in  his  fubiequent  experience, 
leems  to  have  correfled  himfelf.     The  proper  ages  for  falling 
trees  is  various.     Mr.  Mariliaii  recommends,  for  the  poplar, 
from  30  to  50  years  old;  the  elm,  from  50  to  100 ;  afli,  from 
50  to    100 ;  oak,  from   1 00  to  200.     On  dry  abforbent  foils, 
the  oak  decays  much  focner,  than  in  the  lliiier  more  coherent 
ones.     I'lie  poplar  is  ufed  in  '  flooring  boards*  and  packing 

ilafF. 

Various  other  remark's  on  falling  timber,  making  charcoaly 
■    and  the  muaagemeut  oi-  hedg'es,  occur  in  thefe  inftru6tive  mi- 
nutes. 
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nutes,  with  fome  interefllng  clefciiptions  of  noble  oaks,  ancf, 
ufeftil  Gbfervations  on'  planting,  aiid  the  early  management  of 
plantations. — On  the  whole,  though  the  farmer  v/ill  meet  with 
much  that  he  probably  already  kno^<^s;  and  fome  things  which 
he  will  find  he  cannot  imitate  with  advantage,  he  will. find 
thefe,  and  our  author's  former  volumes,  inftriictive  c6mpaniohs.' 

^  Nctv  A^edlcal  DiHiojiaryy  or,  Gcmral  Repofitory  of  Phyjic:. 
Contaming  an  Explanation  of  the  Terms,  and  a  Defcr'ipi'ion  of 
the  various  Particulars  relating  to  Anatoinx,  Phvliology,  Fhy- 
Jic,  SurgerV)  Materia  Afedlca,  Chemlji^  v,  i^c,  l^c.  i^c.  By 
G.Motherby,  M.D.  C.  M.  S.  The  Third  Edition,  Re'^ 
Tifcd  and  Qorreiied,  with  confiderahle  Additions^  by  George 
iValiis^  M.  D.  S.  M,  5.  Fol'lo.  2/.  lOj.  Boards.  johnfonU 
1791. 

'T^pnS  edition  of  a  valuable  di'f^ionary,"  already  twice  mei^^^^ 
^     tioned  in-ouf  Journal*,  is  fo  much  enlarged,  that  it  calls 
ibr  a  more  minute   examination,  particfilarly  in  thofe  part^' 
where  additions  ha^/e  been  made.     The  form  of  a  didionary 
is-  fo  convenient  for  ciifual  information,  for  quick  and  frequent 
references,  why  may  we  not  add  too,  fo  favourable  to  hido- 
lence,  that  publications  of  this  kind  haVe  been  greatly  fought 
after  on  account  of  their  utility,  and  of  the  eafe  M'ith  which 
thev  afford  knowledge.     Th6  earlieft  lexicon  on  record  is  that 
of  Krotian,  who   lived  in  the  age  of  Nero  •,  but  his  work  is 
ratli£r  a  gloilary,  as  its  title  imports  ;  aid,  if  wg  except  fome 
obfervations  on  the   Hiitory  of  Medicine,  is  chiefly  intended 
to  explain  the  difficult  words  of  Hippocrates.     Indeed,  when 
alt  medicine  was  fuppofed  to  be  confined  to  the  '  divine  old 
man,'  to  e*:vplain  his   language  and  his  dodirine  could  be  tl>e 
only  object.     This  work,  often  publifiied  feparately,  is  now 
molt  commonly  found  in  the  CEconomiaHippocratisuiually  an- 
nexed to  Foefius'  edition.     Herodotus  Lycius  compiled  alfo  a 
4ic^llonary  of  the  obfolcte  words  of  Hippocrates,  which  oc- 
curs generally  in  the  Venice  edition  of  Mercurialis'  Hippocrates, 
and  in  the  fplendid  but  inaccurate  work  of  Charterius.    Ga* 
kn*s  Lexicon  of  the  difficult  words  of  Hippocrates,  the  Voces 
GrcEca>  of  Julius  Pollux,  the  Medical  Didionary  of  H.  Ste- 
pliens,  the  Dcfin'rriones  Medicx  of  Gorracus,  and  the  CEconc- 
mia   Hippocratis  uf  Fcefius,  arc  little  more  than  explaiiations 
of  words,  though  they  occafionally  contain  fome  of  .the  len- 
timcnts  and   doctrines    of  the  Grecian  phyHcians.     In  fhorr, 
the  firil  didionary^  which  profcilcdly  contained  medical  infor- 
mation was   that  of  Blanchard,  for  the  firil  editions  of  Ca- 
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jflellus, 
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flellus,  pTiLliflied  (^rly  in  the  17th  century,  were  chiefly  com- 
pilations from  the  Greek  lexicographers  already  mentioned  i 
and  \vc  mud  not  mix  In  this  hiilory  the  additions  of  I.  P. 
Bruno,  the  moden\  editor,  who  has  greatly  enlarged  it.  .The 
belt  edition  of  Cailcllus  was  puhliflied  at  Naples  in  two  volumes 
4to.  1761. 

From  the  ?era  of  Blanchard,  medical  di(Sli'onaries  have 
been  of  two  kinds.  This  author  efcWped  from  a  fertile  inter- 
pretation of  words,  and  adopted,  to  ufe  the  language  of  the 
editor  of  the  third  edition,  *  veritatis  nuda  &  rtervoia  defcriptio, 
fine  ulils  verborum  ambagibus  vel  auc^orum  multorum  fen- 
tentiis  affcrendis,  refutandiique.*  Indeed  the  articles  are  of- 
ten unadorned  definitions,  and  the  author  feldom  ventures  be- 
yond general  caufes,  adduced  with  great  brevity  and  perfpi- 
cuity.  Let  us  add  how^ever  from  a  more  recent  examination, 
which  this  little  hifbory  has  induced  us  to  enter  into,  that  the 
Lexicon  of  Blanchard  is  a  work  which  contains  much  ufeful 
Information,  in  a.  fliort  perfpicuous  and  comprehenfive  ftyle  ; 
mixed  indeed  with  the  errors  of  his  age,  the  end  of  the  lad 
century,  but  greatly  fuperior,  in  accuracy  of  defcription  and 
extent  of  knowledge,  to  the  greater  number  of  the  works  of 
tliat  period.  Blanchard  is  acculed  by  Morgagni  of  publifhing; 
the  obfervations  of  others  inilead  of  his  own,  and  concealing 
the  fource  of  his  knowledge  ;  but  this  cannot  affe6t  the  credit 
ol  a  didi^iionary,  whicli  muil  be  profelTedly  a  compilation. 

While  the  firil  medical  lexicographers  interpreted  only 
words,  the  fucceflbr  of  Blanchard  formed  another  cUfs. 
With  Blanchard,  irh  the  purely  medical  part,  he  confined  him- 
felf  to  definitions,;  but  added  difcuifions,  at  this  time  of  little 
real  utility  to  the  medical  ftudent.  As  a  medical  di£lionary, 
Quiiicy's  is  inferior  to  Blanchard's,  and  the  numerous  addi- 
tions relate  almoll  exclafively  to  the  mechanical  philofophy, 
which  it  was  fuppoled  would  reduce  medicine  to  a  certainty, 
Qjiincy  himielf  fpeaks  in  a  tone  of  triumph  on  this  fubjecA, 
which  the  fublequent  fuccefs  has  not  realized :  the  article  of 
Tides  contains  for  inllance  fixty  times  as  many  Jines  in  this  lexi- 
con, as  that  of  Fevers.  Though  not  profelTedly  medical,  yet 
as  it  relates  to  remedies,  we  may  mention  Rleger's  Introduc- 
tion to  the  Knowledge  of  Natural  Hiltory.  It  is  a  work  full  of 
cxtenfive  and  accurate  inforniatloit ;  though  we  fufpecl  it  was 
never  finiflied.  All  that  we  have  feen  of  It,  is  comprized  i^ 
two  thick  quarto  volumes,  including  only  the  three  firll  letters 
of  the  alphabet.  The  French  authors,  who  have  compiled 
dictionaries  of  medicine,  anatomy,  &c.  are  too  numerous  toi 
be  even  mentioned  in  this  Iketch,  and  too  infignificant  to  en^ 
g'\gt  us  in  any  examination  of  their  merits.   The  work  of  Dr. 

James, 
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James,  for  a  time,  precluded  every  other.  This  author  was 
a  laborious  and  learned  phyfician  ;  but  avoiding  the  meagre- 
nefs  of  a  collection  of  definitions,  he  has  engaged  in  too  ex- 
tenfive  difcuflions,  and  has  almoll  poured  the  whole  of  what 
Boerhaave  taught,  or  his  pupils  publiflied,  into  his  three  vaft 
volumes.  In  Dr.  James  it  is  difficult  to  find  fadts  in  the 
midlt  of  theory  and  fyilem,  and  it  is  more  difficult  to  difcover 
what  nature  can  perform,  when  encumbered  by  a  load  of 
medicine.  He  endeavoured  to  excel  every  predeceffi^r,  and  has 
been  ruined  by  the  inconvenient  extent  of  his  work,  while  its 
price  has  lately  ralfed  it  above  the  reach  of  common  purchafers. 
Dr.  Motherby  endeavoured  to  fteer  the  middle  courfe,  between 
the  naked  definitions  of  one  clafs  of  lexicographers,  and  the 
minute  dlfcuff.oiis  of  the  other.  His  work  wje  have  already  had 
o:cafion  to  commend  5  and  it  is,  in  many  refpe<Sls,  improved  in 
the  edition  before  us.  The  improvements  only  can  be  our 
prefent  objeft. 

Views  of  different  editors  will  probably  differ;  and  Dr« 
Wallis  has  confequently  rejefted  fome  parts  which  Dr.  Mo- 
therby, whofe  infirm  health  would  not  permit  him  to  under- 
take the  tafk,  might  have  retained.  The  parts  rejected  are 
not  however  very  clofely  connected <with  medicine,  and  thofe 
added,  though  fometlmes  more  curious  than  ufeful,  are  gene- 
rally important.  The  whole  of  the  foffilology  is  now  expun- 
ged, as  not  a  fultable  part  of  a  medical  diclionary.  Some  of 
tha  older  terms,  Icfs  generally  ufed,  are  alfo  rejected  •,  though 
the  great  objedt  of  fuch  a  work  fhould  have  been  to  preferve 
explanations  of  words  which  do  not  often  occur,  and  which 
cannot  eafily  be  found  in  other  places.  The  omiffion  of  the 
biographical  part  we  cannot  commend  ;  It  would  have  been  im- 
proper to  have  given  an  account  of  the  life  of  each  phyfician  5 
but  their  ?era,  their  i^Qty  and  their  general  chara£lers,  would 
be  a  neceflary  part  of  fuch  a  work.  The  additions  to  the  vir- 
tues of  mt:dlcine3,  to  the  obfervatlons  on  their  ufe,  and  the 
infertion  of  the  new  formulae  of  the  lafl  London  Pharmacol 
peia,  are  real  improvements.  It  is  impoffible  that  we  fhould 
minutely  compare  all  the  variations  in  the  fecond  and  third  edi- 
tions of  this  didionary,  fo  that  we  iliall  tranfcribe  two  or  three 
of  the  new  articles  as  a  fpecimen.  The  articles  on  '  nature' 
and  '  difeafe'  are  new;  and  though  in  general  it  may  be  fup- 
po£ed,  that  the  moil  common  praftitloners  underftand  either 
term,  ydt  they  may  not  be  informed  of  the  numerous  opinions 
of  phyficians  on  the  former  fubje£t,  and  their  peculiar  ideas 
when  they  fpeak  of  a  difeafe.  We  fhall  felecl  the  firfl  term, 
and  though  there  is  a  little  of  the  ufual  jargon  in  the  begin- 
ning, thQ  diilindion  at  the  end  is  juft  and  proper. 

*  Natural 
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*  Natura.  Nature,  There  have  been  few  definitions  amongft 
the  variety  which  have  been  given,  which  fcems  perfedly  fatif^ 
fadory  on  this  fubjecl.  This  dcfcfl  is  attempted  to  be  fupplied 
by  the  lalt  commentator  on  Sydenham's  Works;  who,  after  re- 
citing what  Hippocrates,  Van  Swietcn,  Hoffman,  Van  Helmont, 
iind  Mead,  fay  on  this  fubje£l,  and  proving  tlie  infufficiency  of 
what  they  advance,  alTerts,  **  That  the  human  body  is  neither 
more  nor  Icrfs  than  an  inflrument  upon  which  nature  performs  her 
various  operations,  for  the  purpofes  for  whi.h  the  machine  was 
created,  and  that  difeafe  is  nothing  but  a  dcftd  or  imperTeflioii 
in  that  inftrumen*-,  occafjcned  by  fome  material  or  mental  caufe, 
inherent  or  accidental,  and  net  to  a  deficiency  of  nature,  which, 
univerfally  confidered,  we  take  to  be  an  ."gent  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, endowed  with  limited  powers,  which  Ihe  exercifes  for  the 
formation  of  bodies,  and  other  particular  purpofes,  in  order  to 
promote  the  ends  for  which  they  were  ordained ;  that  ihe  cannot 
tranfgrefs  thofe  bounds,  and  that  in  herfelf  fhe  is  ever  perfefl ; 
and  when  any  imperfec;lions  happen  in  bodies  in  the  animal,  vegeta- 
ble, or  mineral  kingdoms,  they  are.  owing  to  fome  circumilances 
in  which  thofe  bodies  are  placed,  or  v/ith  which  they  are  con- 
ne^ed,  and  not  to  any  defedin  nature.  This  is  nature  confidered 
in  its  moft  general  fenfe  ;  hut  when  we  apply  the  term  to  parti- 
cular bodies,  fom.ething  elfe  feems  neceffarily  included  in  the  de- 
finitions refpeifling  and  peculiar  to  thofe  bodies.  Thus  then,  ap- 
plied to  the  human  machine,  we  would  fiiy,  that  nature  is  the 
powers  inherent  in  the  fyflem,  put  into,  and  continued  in  action 
by  the  force  of  the  living  or  vital  principle  ;  and  when  difeafe 
occurs,  it  is  owing  to  fome  circumfcances  happening  to  the  folids 
or  fluids  of  the  human  machine,  or  to  fome  fuuation  into  which 
they  are  thrown,  from  whence  they  cannot  perfedlly  exercife  thofe 
powers,  or  feel  the  impulfes  of  the  vital  principle,  and  not  to 
any  defecls  in  thofe  powers  or  principle.  Vv^e  fhall  ofi-'er  one  in- 
■ftance  in  proof:  a  man  walking  in  apparent  health,  Ihall,  from  the 
burning  of  fome  large  blood-veffel,  drop  dead  inftantaneoufly  ; 
here  appears  no  previous  defed  of  the  confiitutional  powers  or  the 
vital  principle,"  the  aftion  only  ceafes  in  confequence  of  the  vafcu- 
laF  rupture,  becaufe  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  for  want  of  vaf- 
cular  continuation,  is  deib.oyed  by  this  accident;  the  defe<f\  lies 
then  in  the  inllrument  in  which  thefe  inherent  powersVclide,  and  on 
which  this  principle  afierts  its  a'flion,  and  not  in  the-  powers  or 
principles  themfelves;  and  this  will  apply  to  every  other  fpecics 
of  difeafe.     See  Dr.  Wallis's  Sydenham,  vol.  i.  p.  147,  148.' 

Difeafe,  in  a  ftriclly  logical  view,  is  a  change  in  the  body, 
or  in  its  funclions  ;  and  in  common  life,  by  difeafe,  the  altera- 
tion either  material  or  formal  is  underflood.  But  caufes  are 
beyond  the  reach  of  common  obfcrvers,  andfometimes  of  the 
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left  praftitioners :  for  this  and  other  reafons,  the  term  is  con- 
fined to  a  concourie  of  fymptoms,  moft  commonly  united,  and 
which  are  connec^«id  with  fome  change  in  the  body  or  its  func- 
tions. Dr.  WaUis,  in  his  definition,  has  united  both  views ; 
and  though,  on  the  whole,  we  find  the  prefent  cuilom  in  many 
refpecls  ufeful  and  convenient,  much  confufion  arifes  in  con- 
fcquence  of  it.     We  Ihall  extra£l  our  editor's  definition. 

*  Dr.  Wallis,  in  his  ccnme'its  on  the  vvofks  of  Sydenham,  at- 
tempting to  obviate  tliefe  difficuhics,  has  given  a  definition  of 
dijeaje,  which  feems  to  comprehend  the  whole.  He  fays,  *'  Dif' 
eafe  is  a  praiter,  or  fupcr-natural  affedlion  of  fome  p-'t  or  parts, 
or  the  whole  of  the  machine,  by  which  the  fyliem  is  injured  and 
difturbed;  or  the  adion  of  a  part  impeded,  perverted,  or  deflroy- 
ed,  attended  with  peculiar  iymptoms,  adapted  to  the  nature  of 
the  affeflion,  and  pait:;  affected;  or  appearances  deviating  from 
health,  from  fome  general,  or  partial  aflcction,  by  which  the 
fyilem  in  general,  or  in  part,  is  opprefTcd,  or  disfigured." 

On  the  fubje£l  of  mineral  waters  we  find  many  ufeful  ad- 
ditions. We  fhnil  fclecSl  our  author's  analyfis  of  Cheltenham 
water,  as  a  fpecimen  of  his  comprehenfive  account,  and  the 
therapeutic  addition  to  the  Bath  waters.  This  fubject,  how- 
ever, reminds  us  of  a  confiderable  ijiaccuracy.  We  find  the 
Cheltenham  water  under  C  :  the  Bath  waters  by  the  title  of 
Bathonienfes  aquae.  It  was  accidentally  in  looking  for  another 
fubje6b,  that  we  met  with  difeafe  under  the  title  of  Morbus. 
Every  apothecary  does  not  undcrfland  Latin  ;  and,  if  he  can- 
not find  *  difeafe'  would  fearch  no  farther.  Yet  our  editor 
may  reply,  the  index  will  alfift  him  :  we  allow  the  index  to  be 
greatly  improved  ;  but  the  necelfity  of  an  index  except  for  fy- 
nonyms  is  a  ftrong  proof  of  defeflive  conftruclion  in  the 
work.  Wc  are  obliged  to  add  that,  in  this  refpe61:,  the  pre- 
fent di£lionary  is  Hill  exceptionable. 

*  Cheltekkam  Water,  This  arifes  from  a  fpringnear  Chel- 
tenham, in  Glouceilcrihire  ;  and  is  one  of  the  moil  noted  purging 
waters  in  England.  When  taken  up  from  the  fountain  it  is  clear 
and  colourlefs ;  has  a  fiiine,  birterilh,  chalybeate  talle  ;  it  ftrikes 
a  pale  but  vivid  purple  colour  immediately  on  being  mixed  with 
an  infufion  of  galls.  When  expofrd  to  the  air  in  an  open  glafs 
\(L^A  it  throws  up  a  quantity  of  air  bubbles,  becomes  turbid,  and 
loies  its  briik  chalybeate  tafte,  and  property  of  tinging  with  in- 
fuiion  of  giill.s.  On  evaporation  it  is  found  to  contain  a  calcare- 
ous earth,  mixed  with  ochre,  and  a  purging  fait.  In  one  gallon 
wcxc  found  by  Dr.  Short,  74  grains  of  calcareous  earth  mixed 
with  ochre^  and  673  grains  of ^  P^^gi^g  f^^t.  Experiment  the 
it^(^(-<nd  aiforied  4 strains  of  earth,  and  5S0  purging  fait.     The 
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(Kird  70  calcareous  earth,  and  622  purging  fait.  Dr.  Rutty,  36 
gr.iins  of  eaith,  494  of  fait,  which  was  compofed  of  vitriolated 
inagnefia  and  a  fmall  quantity  of  fea-falt.  Dr.  Lucas,  4  grains 
of  iron,  i8if  grains  of  calcareous  earth,  mixed  with  a  fmall 
portion  of  felenites,  362 1  of  fait  of  the  nature  of  Epfom,  but 
drier  and  finer.  Dr.  A.  Fothergill  makes  the  fait  to  be  a  native 
Glauber,  mixed  with  a  portion  of  Epfom  fait.  As  a  purge,  this 
water  is  drank  from  one  to  three  pints ;  though  in  general  from 
half  a  pint  to  a  quart  is  fufficient.  It  operates  with  great  eafe. 
See  Aqua  Cathartic  a  Amara.^ 

in  the  analyfis  of  the  Bath  water  our  author  fhould  have 
mentioned  the  later  experiments  of  Dr.  Falconer,  and  the  re- 
marks of  Dr.  Pearfon  in  his  EfTay  on  Buxton  Water.  It  is  not 
to  the  fixed  air  that  the  Bath  waters  owe  their  virtue,  but  to 
the  inflammable  air.  Fixed  air  may  be  confined  by  common 
ftoppers,  but  the  inflammable  air  efcapes  almoft  in  the  mo- 
ment of  bottling,  and  very  certainly  through  the  clofeft  fitted 
cork,  with  all  the  afliftance  of  wax.  In  the  therapeutic  direc- 
tions o-ur  author  is  more  correal:. 

'  They  operate  powerfully  by  urine,  and  promote  perfplration  5 
and  if  drank  quickly,  and  in  large  draughts,  they  fometimes 
purge;  but  if  taken  flowly  and  in  fmall  quantities,  they  rather 
incline  one  to  coftivenefs ;  caufe  a  fenfe  of  heat;  ani  oftentimes  a 
heavinefs  of  the  head  ;  with  a  propenfity  to  fleep — particularly 
on  firft  drinking  them.* — Thefe  waters  have  been  much  recom- 
mendec^  in  diforders  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels  ;  in  the  gout, 
rheumatifm,  palfy-,  and  variety  of  other  complaints. — They  are 
likewifemuch  ufed  for  bathing  in; — and  for  pumping  on  paralytic, 
or  other  difeafed  limbs :  when  taken  internally,  as  they  often  heat  on 
the  firft  ufing,them,  it  is  right  to  cool  the  body  by  taking  a  dofc 
or  two  of  fome  mild  aperient  medicine,  and  to  live  on  a  cooling 
legimen,  before  entering  i»nto  a  courfe  of  them,  and  for  the  ple- 
thoric, to  lofe  a  few  ounces  of  blood  ;  and  during  thefe  courfes 
to  live  regular,  and  if  inclined  to  be  too  coftive,  to  take  occafion- 
ally  a  dofe  of  (jome  cooling  phyfic* 

In  the  accounts  of  the  a£livc  powers  of  medicinal  fub- 
flances,  we  perceive  many  additions  in  different  places  intro* 
duced.  Dr.  Wallis  fpeaks  not  only  of  their  beneficial  efFecls, 
the  befl  mode  of  adminiilcring  them,  and  the  difeafes  in 
which  they  are  ufcful,  but  the  contraindications  which  pre- 
vent their  being  employed.  On  the  fubject  of  bark,  ipeca- 
cuanha,  jalap,  cvyftals  of  tartar  &c.  8cc.  we  6nd  various 
additions  tefpe6ling  the  method  of  adminillering  'them,  or  the 
fubltances  which  add  to  their  powers. 
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To  different  dife^fes  alfo  we  perceive  ion^  additions ;  par- 
ticularly on  the  fubjeO:  of  aflhma,  influenza,  cephalalgia 
fpafmodica,  diftortio  fpinx,  &e.  &c.  From  the  latter  we 
fhall  feledl  fome  obfervations  we  think  of  importance. 

'  In  the  courfe  of  ledluring  in  the  year  1781,  Mr.  Pott  obferv* 
ed,  that  it  feems  to  be  orte  of  the  few  things  that  one  may  reafon 
upon  a  priori,  viz.  that  the  whole  train  of  the  various  fymptoms 
of  this  difeafe  arc  derived  originally  from  a  conftitutional  predif- 
pofing  caufe  ;  for  whenever,  in  a  curvature  of  the  fpine,  the  dif- 
charge  begins  to  have  any  effed,  the  le/Ter  fymptoms,  if  they 
may  ht  fo  called,  as  pain  in  the  ftomach,  tightnefs  acrofs  the 
breaft,  incapacity  of  holding  the  urine  or  f^ces,  all  give  way  be- 
fore the  removal  of  the  lamenefs  from  the  cuive  begins  to  take 
place. 

*  Lallly.  If  it  is  confidered,  that  !lie  primary  caufe  of  the 
the  curved  fpine  and  all  its  fymptoms,  preceding,  attending,  and 
confequent,  is  a  morbid  Hate  of  the  fpine  and  of  the  parts  con- 
nedled  with  it,  the  following  inference  will  be  allowed,  viz.  by  an 
early  and  proper  attention,  the  temporary  lamenefs,  permanent 
deformity,  and  fatality,  may  be  prevented.  It  is  found  that 
iflues  are  capable  of  effedling  a  perfeft  curve,  even  after  a  caries 
hath  taken  place,  and  that  to  a  confiderable  degree,  which  is  alfo 
true ;  is  it  not  rcafonable  to  conclude,  that  the  fame  means  made 
ufe  of  in  due  time  might  prove  preventive  ?  In  many  habits 
iiTues  would  be  beneficial,  independent  of  this  diforder  ;  in- 
fants and  young  children  of  flrumous  habits,  are  the  fubjeds  who 
are  molt  liable  to  this  diflemper;  and  they  are  in  general  more 
ferved  by  artificial  drains  than  any  other  perfons.* 

The  references  to  different  authors  are  numerous  and  ufefi*!} 
though  we  mufl  regret  that  a  proper  di{tin£l:ion  is  not  always 
made.  Authors,  whofe  pretenfions  are  fpecious,  but  whofe 
experience  and  knowledge  are  limited,  we  find  joined  with 
others  of  the  firfl  eminence  :  in  fome  inflances  the  compilers 
of  family  medicine  receipts,  and  of  popular  epitomes,  are  in- 
troduced with  others  whofe  authority  is  undifputed. 

In  our  former  articles  we  have  not  mentioned  the  plates :  it 
is  neceffary,  therefore,  to  add,  that,  in  this  work,  they  are  clear^^ 
dillin6^,  and  in  general  well  chofen.  To  the  twenty  anatomi- 
cal plates  of  the  former  edition^  four  are  added,  reprefenting 
the  uterus  in  its  different  ftates.  It  is  unneceffary  in  thi« 
place  to  defend  the  ufe  of  anatomical  plates,  for  they  will,  at 
lead,  be  conlidered  as  ferviceable  in  affifting  the  recolleftion  of 
the  ftudent.  There  are  three  botanical  plates,  containing 
chiefly  the  different  ih^p^d  Jctiyes  and  r<)ot:§  j  one  chemical  one 
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copied  from  works  of  the  laft  century,  without  a  fingle  addi- 
tional-reprefcntation  of  a  modern  furnace,  or  any  part  of  the 
pneumaticai  apparatus.  Two  plates  of  the  old  chemical  cha- 
racters are  added. 

On  the  whole,  a  faftidious  critic  might  point  out  fome  de- 
feats in  this  work,  but  they  are  feldom  of  great  importance. 
It  is  the  only  medical  dictionary  which  comprehends  the  mo- 
dern improvements,  and  the  only  author  wlio  feems  to  have 
fleered  with  fuccefs  between  the  different  clalTes  of  lexicogra- 
phers already  mentioned*,  who,  not  contented  with  'naked*  de- 
finitions, has  with  equal  care  avoided  difFufe  differtations. 

'Travels  of  Anacharfs  the  Younger  in  Greece^  during  the  Afiddle 
of  the  fourth  Century  before  the  Chrftian  jEra.  By  the 
Ahhe  Barthclemi.  Tranflatcdffom  the  French.  7  Vols*  8i'o. 
and  an  eighth  in  ^to,  containing  Afaps,  Plans,  Fiezvs^  and 
Coins,  illu/irative  of  the  Geography  and  Antiquities  of  Ancient 
Greece.     2/.  I2s.  hd.  Boards.     Robinfons.      1 79 1. 

'tXT'E  have  examined  thefe  very  pleafmg  and  entertaining  vo- 
^  ^  lumes  in  a  feries  of  articles,  while  they  were  yet  in  their 
original  language.  Thefeoccur  in  ourLxviith,  Lxviiith,  and 
Lxixth  volumes,  p.  526,  555,  and  569  refpeCtively ;  nor  did 
we  lay  them  afide  from  difpleafure,  fatigue,  or  difguit.  When 
we  found  that  we  fliould  probably  have  occafion  to  return  to 
the  Scythian's  travels  in  an  Englifh  drefs  we  deferred  any  farther 
account,  not  only  as  it  might  be  more  agreeable  to  our  readers, 
but  becaufe  we  have  very  few  pages  which  we  are  able  to  alJot  to 
foreign  literature,  andconfequently  are  anxious  to  referve  them, 
if  polFible,  for  works  which  we  fhall  never  probably  attend  to  in 
any  other  form.  We  (hall  now,  therefore,  introduce  thetranflator, 
and  then  refume  the  narrative  from  p.  574  of  our  Lx^xtli  volume. 
Of  the  pldn  of  the  work,  and  of  its  ornaments,  we 
have  already  given  a  general  account.  The  tranilator,  to 
whom  we  are  indebted  for  a  faithful  and  elegant  verfion,  and 
for  preferving  the  affiitant  tables  and  the  ornaments  with  great 
accuracy  and  beauty,  not  much  impaired,  introduces  his  work 
with  equal  candour  and  modefty. 

'  I  have  yet  to  fay  a  word  or  two  of  the  tranflation.  I  have 
in  general,  been  rather  folicitous  to  give  the  meaning  of  the  ori- 
ginal faithfully  and  accurately,  than  to  be  minutely  nice  in  my 
language  and  ilyle.  At  the  fame  time,  I  have  not  been  unmind- 
ful of  endeavouring,  at  Icaft,  to  make  my  author  ipeak  good 
Englilh,  and  untainted,  as  much  as  may  be,  with  foreign  idiom  : 
but  I  am  far  from  having  fufricient  vanity  to  fuppofe  that  from 
the  latter  of  thcfe  defeats  my^verfion  is  en'itely  free.  The  diHi- 
culty  of  tranflation  is  bell  krovn  to  thofe  who  have   moft  fre- 
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quently  attempted  to  render  what  has  been  written  in  one  Ian- 
gunge  into  another ;  nor  to  thofe  who  have  feldom  been  fo  employed 
can  the  difficulties  by  which  this  fpecies  of  compofition  is  fur- 
rounded,  be  diftinftly  known.  Unfaithfulnefs  to  the  author  on 
the  cne  hand,  and  corruption  of  idiom  on  the  other,  are  the  Cha- 
rybdis  and  Scylla  of  tranflators.  Diiferent  nations  not  only  ufe 
different  words  and  expreifions  to  fignify  the  fame  thing,  but  have 
different  modes  of  thinking  on  the  fame  fubjedl.  The  ardour  and 
vivacity  of  our  fanguine  neighbours  frequently  appear  unnatural 
and  even  ridiculous,  to  our  more  phlegmatic  countrymen.  Me- 
taphors authorized  by  cuftom,  the  great  arbiter  in  every  queftion 
of  this  kind,  may  appear  proper,  and  even  elegant  in  one  lan- 
guage ;  when  in  another,  to  which  they  are  a  novelty,  they  would 
be  efteemed  har{h,  forced,  and  inadmiffible ;  and  o;reat  is  the 
perplex'ty  frequently  occafioned  to  the  tranflator  by  fuch  figures  : 
if  he  admits  the  metaphor,  he  offends  by  rifjcing  an  expreffion 
unufual,  harlli,  and  in  fome  fenfe  chargeable  with  foreign  idiom; 
if  he  entirely  ncglefts  it,  he  enfeebles  the  language  ;  and  if  lie 
fubllitutes  another  more  agreeable  to  the  genius  of  his  own 
tongue,  it  may  be  alleged  that  he  has  not  kept  fufficiently  clofe  to 
the  expreffion  of  his  author.  The  French  language  frequently 
indulges  in  fuch  figurative  expreffions :  the  fentimental  ardour 
of  the  nation  continually  produces  a  ftyle  which  to  an  Englifh 
reader  will  appear  to  border  on  inflation  and  bom*oaft.  There  is 
certainly  much  lefs  of  this  flyle  in  the  prt-fent  work  than  in  many 
ethers  in  that  language;  becaufe  the  author,  having  formed  his 
tafte  on  the  corre»5l  and  chafte  models  of  antiquity,  has  given  lefs 
into  it  :  but  ftili  the  genius  of  the  language  will  occafionally  dif- 
play  itfelf,  and  the  tranllatpr  find  reafon  to  exclaim— 
Kobis  von  licet  ejje  tarn  difertis.^ 

The  reft  of  the  preface  contains  an  apology  for  tlie  ufe  of 
fome  terms  not  ftri<f!:ly  Grecian,  and  an  account  of  his  re- 
duftion  of  tlic  French  weights  and  meafures. 

We  need  not  perhaps  repeat,  that  the  abbe  Barthelemi  de- 
figned  to  relate  the  hiftory  and  defcribe  the  ftate  of  ancient 
Greece  -,  but,  preferring  a  narrative  to  the  formality  of  didac- 
tic inri;ru6lion,  he  has  fuppofed  the  fon  of  the  famed  Anacharr 
fis  to  have  travelled  through  the  various  ftates  and  kingdoms, 
and,  after  his  return,  collefted  the  different  obfervations  that 
he  had  made,  fupplying  the  ancient  hiilory  of  Greece  in  the 
introdu61:ion.  In  the  courfe  of  his  travels,  he  tells  us,  that 
the  theatre  engaged  his  attention  ;  and,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  fixth  volume,  he  has  collevSted  his  different  obfervations 
on  this  fubjeft.  The  origin  of  the  drama  is  well  known;  nor 
does  he  greatly  change  our  views  of  it,  when  he  mentions,  that 
the  firll  exhibitions  were  ppet"cal,  the  frantic  fongs  of  the 
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Bacchants,  or  the  more  abufive  fcurrilities  of  the  drunken  vo- 
taries of  the  god.  It  was  that  part  of  the  Grecian  drama, 
wliich,  under  a  better  management,  became  the  chorus  ;  and 
tJie  I'peaker,  ior  at  infl  it  was  only  on^,  was  an  innovation, 
defigned  chiefly  to  explain  inc  fubje^t  of  the  fong.  This  is 
tlie  general  dodlrine  of  the  ancients  uiid  uio^  erno  ;  but,  of  the 
former,  the  befl  hiltorians  were  diilant  from  the  period  of  the 
invention,  and  the  rapid  progrefs,  from  the  imperfect  condition  of 
tlie  drama  in  the  cart  of  Thefpis,  to  its  matured  fcate  in  the  exhi- 
bitions of  ^".fchylus,  lead  us  to  think  that  fome  other  caufc 
mull  be  added  to  the  gradual  and  natural  expaiifion  of  the 
mind.  How  imperfe(Sl  v/as  the  Hate  of  the  drama  in  China 
many  hundred  years  fince  ?  and  how  little  progrefs  has  it  yet 
made  to  perfe6i:ion  ?  We  fiifpeft  that  the  Grecians,  who  al- 
ways borrowed,  though  they  had  the  dexterity  to  conceal  their 
obligations,  owed  many  of  their  improvements  in  this  refpect 
to  other  countries,  and  perhaps  to  India.  "With  ^^fchylus,  the 
Grecian  tragedy  ailva'ftced  towards  perfection :  like  our  own 
Shakfpeare,  as  we  lately  had  occafion  to  remark,  the  vigour 
and  the  force  of  his  genius  carried  him  beyond  vulgar  rules  ; 
and  he,  like  our  dramatic  bard,  fully  underftood  the  art  of 
raifing  expeftation  by  fdence.  How  fublime  is  the  fdence  of 
Caflandra,  to  adduce  one  inilance  only,  when  (l.e  is  brought 
to  Clytemneftra,  'and  hov/  much  more  im-preffive  is  the  poetic 
furor  of  her  vaticinations  afterwards,  efpecially  if  aflifted,  as 
we  had  reafon  to  fuppofe  from  one  expreiTion  of  the  chorus, 
by  th-c  agitations  and  contortio?is  ufual  in  the  prophetefles,  pre- 
vious to  their  utterance.  Some  of  xSxz  ancient  critics,  as  is  pro- 
bable from  the  examination  of  Ariftophanes,  thought  this  oc- 
cafional  filence  a  blemiih  ;  but  that  author,  with  a  found  judg- 
ment and  a  deep  infight  into  human  nature,  has  (Iftwn  it  to 
be  an  excellence. 

In  this  theatrical  difcufFion,  wc  have  the  general  fyftem  of 
the  ancient  dramatic  criticifm  at  fome  length,  and  an  enter- 
taining defcription  of  the  ancient  theatres  of  Greece,  their  va- 
rious decorations,  &c.  Their  fcenevy  feems  to  have  been 
more  extenfive  than  a  modern  critic  might  fuppofe,  and  their 
machinery  ■s*c?s  by  no  means  contemptible.  When  brought 
together,  it  appears  very  refpecl:able  ;  and  our  autlior,  in  his 
ufual  way,  fcarcely  ftirh  one  Hep,  or  enumerates  one  circum- 
ftance,  without  his  authority.  There  are  probably  few  j.rQ- 
feiled  fcholars,  v.'ho  are  aware  of  the  various  apparatus  to  be 
found  in  the  tlieatrcs  of  At/icns.  The  fubje(5f  is  fo  generally 
under)lood  that  v/e  fliall  content  ourfclvcs  with  one  or  two 
extracts. 

*  Tl^ere  was  a  time  when  ccmedv  prcfcntcd  to  the  fpe(5t3tov?  the 
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faithful  portrait  of  thofe  whom  it  openly  attacked.  More  decent 
at  prefent,  it  confines  itfelf  to  general  refemblanccs,  and  fuch  as 
arc  relative  to  the  abfurditiss  and  vices  which  are  the  objed  of  its 
fatire  ;  but  thefe  are  fufiicient  for  us  immediately  to  recognizp  the 
mailer,  the  fervant,  the  parafite,  the  indulgent  or  fevere  old  man, 
the  youth  of  regular  manners  or  difTipated  life,  the  maiden  adorned 
in  all  her  charms,  and  the  matron  diftinguilhed  by  the  gravity 
of  her  carriage  and  hei  filver  hairs. 

'  We  do  not  indeed  fpe  the  various  fhades  of  pafTion  fucceed 
each  other  in  the  countenance  of  the  acflor  ;  but  the  greater  part 
of  the  fpeftators  are  To  diftant  from  the  llage  that  it  will  be  im- 
poflible  for  them  in  any  manner  to  be  reached  by  this  eloquent 
language.  Let  us  proceed  to  objedions  that  are  better  founded. 
The  mnlk  caulj^s  the  voice  to  lofe  a  part  of  thofe  inflexions  which 
give  it  To  many  charms  in  converfation ;  its  tranfitions  are  fome- 
times  abrupt,  its  intonations  harlTi  and  rugged:  the  laugh  is  alter- 
ed •;  and  if  it  is  not  managed  with  art,  its  grace  and  effedl  are 
entirely  loll.  In  fine,  how  is  it  poffible  to  endure  the  fight  of  an 
hideous  mouth,  always  motionlefs,  and  continually  gaping  when 
the  a6lor  is  filent  ? 

'  The  Greeks  are  fenfib!e  of  thefe  inconvenienqes  :  but  they 
would  be  fiill  mere  offended  if  the  adors  performed  without  fuch 
a  difguife ;  fince,  in  fa£t,  they  could  not  exprefs  the  relations 
which  exiil,  or  ought  to  exill:,  between  the  phyfiognomy  and  the 
charadtT,  betv/een  the  condition  and  the  external  appearance. 
Among  a  nation  which  does  not  permit  women  to  appear  on  the 
flage,  and  which  confiders  propriety  as  a  rule  as  indifpenfable  and 
elTential  in  the  pradlice  of  the  arts  as  in  that  of  morals,  what  dif- 
guft  mull  not  be  excited  at  feeing  Antigone  and  Phccdra  appear 
with  features,  the  harihnefs  of  which  would  deftroy  the  illufion, 
Agamemnon  and  Priam  with  an  ignoble  air,  and  Hippolytus  and 
Achilles  with  wrinkles  and  grey  hairs!  The  ma&,  which  it  is 
allowed  to  change  with  every  fcene,  on  which  may  be  portrayed 
the  fymptoms  of  the  principal  afFe6lions  of  the  foul,  can  alone 
maintain  a^id  juftify  the  error  of  the  fenfes,  and  add  a  new  degree 
of  probability  to  imitation.' 

The  converfaticns  animate  the  drier  and  more  didaftic  parts ; 
and  the  introduction  of  Polus,  an  aClor,  leads  the  author  to 
mention  fome  humorous  anecdotes.  Aftors,  it  feems,  were 
as  arbitrary  in  Greece  as  in  the  modern  kingdoms  of  Europe. 

*  With  lefl  genius,  fays  a  poet,  we  are  expofed  to  flill  greater 
rifks.  The  art  is  become  more  difficult.  On  the  one  hand,  the 
public,  fatiated  with  the  beauties  to  which  it  has  been  long  ac- 
cuftomed,  ^bfurdly  requires  that  an  author  fhould  unite  the  abilities 
of  all  the  writers  who  have  preceded  him ;  and,  on  the  other,  the 
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Elders  inccflantly  complain  that  they  have  not  parts  fufficientl/ 
brilliant.  They  compel  us  fomctimcs  to  extend  and  do  violence 
to  the  fubjcct,  and  fomctims  to  deftroy  tihe  connexion  of  the 
parts.  Frequently  their  negligence  and  want  of  ability  are  fuffi- 
cient  to  caufe  a  piece  to  fail.  Polus  will  pardon  me  this  ccnfurc: 
10  venture  it  in  his  prefence,  is  to  pronounce  his  eulogium. 

*  Polus.  I  am  entirely  of  your  opinion,  and  fhall  relate  to  Zo- 
pyrus  the  danger  to  which  the  Oreftes  of  Euripides:  was  formerly 
expored.  In  that  beautiful  fcene  in  which  the  young  prince,  after 
a  fit  of  madnefs,  recovers  his  reafon,  the  acior  Hegelochus,  not 
having  properly  managed  his  breath,  was  obliged  to  feparate  two 
words  which,  according  as  they  are  pronounced  with  an  elinon  or 
not,  give  two  very  different  meanings ;  (o  that,  inllead  of  faying, 
jifter  the  Jlortn  1  fee  a  calm ;  he  faid.  After  the  form  I  fee  a  cat. 
You  may  eafily  judge  of  the  efFe6t  produced  by  fuch  a  millake  In 
this  interefting  moment :  It  excited  loud  burfts  of  laughter  among 
'the  audience,  and  gave  occafion  to  many  farcallic  epigrams  on  the 
po2t  and  the  adlor,* — -Tahnv,  a  cat,  differs  only  by  a  fmgle  letter 
from  TaMva,  a  calmy'  and  when  opa  follows  the  a  is  eafily  loft 

Philotas  had,  in  the  ifland  of  Samos,  poflefllons  which  re- 
quired his  prefence,  and  the  young  Scythian,  eager  to  acquire 
every  elTentlal  and  interefting  information  refpeding  Greece, 
engages  him  to  anticipate  the  time  propofed.  It  was  his  defigii 
to  pals  through  Chios,  and  vifit  the  principal  cities  of  Greece 
.  in  i^olia,  Ionia,  and  Doria ;  to  which  he  wifhed  to  add,  in 
their  return,  thofe  fituated  towards  the  coafts  of  Afia,  as  AU 
typalea,  Cos,  Patmos,  and  Samos.  Apollodorus  permitted 
his  fon  Lyfis  to  accompany  them  :  many  of  their  friends  wifh- 
ed to  be  of  the  party,  particularly  Stratonicus,  very  amiable 
adds  our  author,  to  thofe  whom  he  loved,  and  formidable  to 
thofe  he  hated,  on  account  of  the  feverity  and  fuccefs  of  his 
repartees. 

They  landed  at  Chios,  one  of  the  largeft  and  moft  celebrated 
i  (lands  in  the  Mgezn  Sea,  whofe  coafts  produce  excellent  wine. 
I'his  ifland,  which  claims,  with  fo  much  probability,  the  ho- 
nour of  the  birth  of  Homer,  ftill  contains  fome  of  his  reputed 
defccndants,  ftyled  Homerides.  Our  travellers  met  with  them 
in  a  very  magnificent  drefs,  with  crowns  of  gold  on  their 
heads.  They  fpeak  not  of  Homer,  but  offer  him  a  more  flat- 
tering tribute.  They  are  faid  to  recite,  alternately,  paflages 
of  the  Iliad,  and  their  modulated  repetition  is  fo  judicious, 
that,  even  in  the  moft  ftriking  parts,  they  difcover  new  beau- 
ties. Thefe  iflandcrs  were,  for  a  time,  in  poiTeftion  of  the 
empire  of  the  fea  ;  but  their  power  and  their  riches  were  fatal 
to  {hem.  They  firft  introduced  the  trade  of  Haves,  and  the 
oiacle  declared,  that  by  this  means  they  drew  on  themfelves 
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the  vengeance  of  heaven ;  one  of  the  mod  brilliant  and  ufe- 
lefs,  adds  Anacharfis,  of  the  oracular  refponfcs. 

From  Chios  the  travellers  repair  to  Cyme  in  i^^olia,  and 
from  thence  they  proceed  to  vifit  the  flouriihing  cities  which 
bound  the  empire  of  the  Perfians  on  the  (ide  of  the  jEgean 
Sea.  His  defcriptions  of  this  paA  he  introduces  with  an  ac- 
count of  the  three  different  races  diftinguifliable  in  Greece, 
the  Dorians,  the  -Cohans,  and  the  lonians.  They  were  Itill 
to  be  difcriminated,  he  obferves,  particularly  by  their  diale6ls. 
The  Dorian  was  fpoken  at  Lacedaemon,  in  Argos,  Rhodes, 
Crete,  and  Sicily;  but  the  jEolian  came  fo  near  to  it,  and  the 
chara6ters  of  thefe  two  races  had  fo  general  a  refemblance, 
that  they  could  only  be  compared  with  the  lonians.  The  man- 
ners of  the  Dorians  were  always  fevere.  The  charadleriiHcs 
of  their  mufic,  language,  poetry,  and  architecture  were  gran- 
deur and  fimplicity.  Their  works  were  finifhed  with  elegance 
and  tafte.  The  lonians  were  in  fome  refpe^ls  their  inferior  ; 
and  their  confequence  was  loft  by  the  conquefts  of  neighbour- 
ing monarchs  over  the  lonians  of  the  continent.  A  fkort  hif- 
tory  of  thefe  ftates  follows. 

Cyme  is  faid  to  be  one  of  the  largeft  and  oldeft  cities  of 
^,olia.  The  inhabitants  have  been  ftyled  weak,  but  the  only 
proof  of  their  folly  was  a  virtue.  They  were  faid  to  have  been 
300  years  ignorant  of  their  harbour,  becaufe,  in  that  period, 
they  had  laid  no  tax  on  foreign  mcrchandife. 

After  pafling  fome  days  at  Phociea,  ^he  travellers  enter  the 
plains  fertilized  by  the  Hermus,  which  reach  to  Sardes. 
Every  fpot  offers  fucceffive  traces  of  the  devaftation  of  war, 
and  we  were  told,  fays  Anacharfis,  that  thefe  plains,  at  a  par- 
ticular period,  had  been  the  grave  of  many  thcufaad  Grecians  ; 
while  in  Scythia  we  fhould  only  have  obferved  how  many  thou- 
fand  fheep  fuch  a  fpot  would  have  fed.  The  inhabitants  fliow- 
cd  them  a  grotto,  from  which  a  rivulet  iffued,  called  Meles, - 
held  in  the  higheft  veneration,  as  by  its  fide  Homer  is  fiiid  to^ 
have  written  his  principal  works.  The  Temple  of  Ephefu$ 
and  its  deftru6lion  are  fufliciently  known ;  and  we  may  add, 
that  its  incendiary  has  fucceeded  in  preferving  his  name,  at 
this  diftant  period  without  deteftation,  for  we  are  indifferent 
to  tke  event,  which  anticipated  only  the  ravages  of  time.  A 
wife  law  of  the  Ephefians  may  be  mentioned.  An  architeft 
undertakes  a  building  at  a  given  price,  under  the  penalty  of  his 
whole  property.  If  he  completes  it  within  the  bounds,  ho- 
nours are  decreed  him :  if  he  exceeds  them  only  by  a  quarter, 
it  is  paid  from  the  treafury ;  if  by  more,  his  property  is  taken 
to  pay  the  remainder. 

*  Wc  next  proceeded  to  Miletus,  and  furveyed  with  admiration 
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its  temples,  feftivals,  manufaftures,  harbours,  and  the  innumerable 
concourfe  of  fliips,  mariners,  and  workmen  there  perpetually  in 
motion.  This  city  is  the  abode  of  opulence,  learning,  and  pleafure  ; 
it  is  the  Athens  of  Ionia.  Doris,  daughter  of  the  Ocean,  had  by 
Nereus  fifty  daughters,  named  Nereides,  all  diftinguifhed  by  va- 
rious charms.  Miletus  has  fent  forth  a  ftill  greater  number  of 
colonies,  which  perpetuate  her  glory  on  the  coafts  of  the  Hel- 
lefpont,  the  Propontis,  and  the  Euxine  fea.  Their  metropolis 
gave  birth  to  the  firfl  hiftorians  and  the  firft  philofophers,  and 
boafis  of  having  produced  Afpafia,  and  the  mofl:  beautiful  and  ac- 
compliihed  courtefans.  On  certain  occafions  the  interells  of  her 
commerce  have  compelled  her  to  prefer  peace  to  war  ;  on  others 
fhe  has  laid  down  her  arms  without  having  difgraced  them  ;  and 
hence  the  proverb  :  The  Milefians  were  valiant  in  times 
path 

*  Within  the  walls  the  city  is  adorned  by  the  produdions  of  the 
arts,  and  without  embellifhed  by   the  riches  of  nature.      How 
often  have  we  direfled  our  fteps  to  the  banks  of  the  Ma^ander, 
which,  after  having  received  numerous   rivers,  and  bathed  the 
walls  of  various  cities,  rolls  its  waters,  in  innumerable  windings, 
through  the'  pla  n   which  is  honoured  by  bearing  its   name,  and 
proudly  ornaments  its  courfe  with  the  plenty  it  creates  !      How 
often,  feated  on  the  turf  which  borders  its  flowery  margin,  fur- 
rounded  on  all  fides  with  the  moH  delightful  profpe6ls,  and  unable 
to  fatiate  our  fenfes  with  the  purity  and  ferene  fplendour  of  the 
air  and  fky,  have  we  not  felt  a  delicious  languor  infmuate  itfelf 
into  our  fouls,  and  throw  us,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  into  the  intoxica- 
tion of  happinefs  !  Such  is  the  influence  of  the  climate  of  Ionia: 
and  as  moral  caufes,  far  from  correfling,  have  only  tended  to  in- 
creafe  it,  the  Lnnians  are  become  the  molt  effeminate,  but  at  the 
fame  time  are  to  be  numbered  among  the  mod  airaable  people  of 
Greece.' 

At  Cnidus  they  fee  the  beautiful  ftatue  of  Venus  by  Praxi- 
telfes.  They  admire  its  beauty,  while  the  pupil  of  Praxiteles 
remarked,  that  it  was  in  part  a  copy  of  Phryne,  the  artifl's  mif- 
trcfs,  and  had  the  enchanting  fmile  of  another  of  his  miflrefles* 
Among  a  people  palTionately  fond  of  the  arts,  a  model  of  this 
kind  miifh  be  highly  valued,  and  our  travellers  found  that  many 
croffed  the  fea  to  furvey  it.  The  (tatue  gives  occafion  to  a 
learned  difquiHtion  on  beauty,  on  that  beauty  which  refults 
from  proportion  and  congruity ;  the  line  ideal  of  Plato ;  and 
the  '  order  in  grandeur'  of  Arillotle.  At  Mylafa,  Stratonicus, 
who  excelled  on  the  harp,  propofed  to  entertain  the  inhabi- 
tants, not  terrified  by  an  event  that  happened  at  Jafus,  where 
the  multitud'-  ran  away  on  hearing  the  trumpet  proclaim  a  falc 
of  fifh.     Stratonicus  was  not  numeroufly  attended  5  and,  in 

revenge, 
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revenge,  he  began  with — ^  O  ye  temples  hear  me.'  Ifc  was 
this  fame  perfon  who  propofed  to  give  leclrure?  on  his  art,  and 
taught  in  a  hall  in  which  were  the  ftatues  of  nine  Mufes  and 
Apollo.  His  auditors  amounted  to  two  only.  ^  How  many 
fcholars  have  you,'  faid  a  friend ;  '  twelve  replied  he,  the  godi 
included, ' 

'  He  was  expofed  to  g;reater  danger  at  Caunu?.  The  country 
there  is  fertile;  but  the  heat  of  the  climate,  and  the  great  abun- 
dance of  fruits  often  cccafion  fevers.  We  were  aftonifhed  at  the 
number  of  pale  and  languid  fick  perfons  whom  we  faw  in  the  ftreets. 
Srratonicus  thought  pioper  to  quote  to  ihem  a  verfe  of  Homer,  in 
which  the  race  of  men  is  compared  to  the  leaves  on  trees.  This 
was  in  the  autumn,  when  the  leaves  were  yellow.  Perceiving  that 
the  people  were  offended  at  his  pleafantry,  he  added — '*  I  could 
not  mean  to  fay  that  this  place  is  unvvholefome,  for  I  here  every 
day  fee  the  dead  walking  about  the  ftreets.'*  It  was  now  neceffary 
to  depart  immediately,  which  we  did  ;  but  not  without  many  re- 
proaches on  Stratonicus,  who  laughing  told  us  that  once  at  Corinth, 
having  fuffered  fome  iudircreet  jokes  to  efcape  him,  he  obferved 
an  old  woman  furveying  him  with  great  attention  ;  and  when  he 
enquired  why  fhe  did  fo,  received  foi  anfwer — "  I  am  aftonifhed 
how  your  mother  could  bear  you  within  her  nine  months,  when 
this  city  cannot  a  fingle  day.'' 

The  travellers  embark  at  Caunus  to  vifit  the  iHcs  of  Rhodes, 
of  Crete,  and  of  Cos,  with  refpe61:  to  which  Anacharfis'  ob- 
fervations  unite  whatever  real  taile  can  combine  with  the  moll 
extenfive  erudition.  Let  us  blufh  at  refembling  the  Rhodians 
fo  imperfectly,  who  admitted  only  fuch  monuments  as  im- 
prefled  on  the  foul  ideas  and  fentiments  of  dignity  and  great- 
nefs ;  who  in  the  moft  feverc  diflrefs  preferved  the  fupport  of 
hope,  and,  in  the  bofom  of  opulence,  forgot  not  the  ancient 
fimplicity  of  their  fathers.  It  is  true,  their  manners  fometimes 
received  imprellions  not  equally  advantageous  ;  but  they  were 
fo  much  attached  to  forms  of  decency  and  order,  that  thefe 
attacks  had  only  a  temporary  influence.  There  were  no  riots 
or  violence  in  the  ftreets  ;  they  alFifted  at  the  games  in  filence ;. 
and,  in  their  feafts,  even  in  the  confidence  of  friendship  and 
of  chearfulnefs,  they  refpeded  themfelves.  The  ifie  of  Rhodes 
was  much  fmaller  than  that  of  Crete  :  the  firft  rofe  above  its 
profpecls;  the  latter  funk  below  them.  To  conceive  a  juft 
idea  of  the  laws  of  Crete,  let  us  remember,  that  Lycurgus 
drew  from  the  practice  in  this  ifland,  the  idea  of  the  public 
repafts ;  the  ftri£l:  rules  of  a  public  education,  &c.  but  this 
ifland,  open  to  the  merchants  and  travellers  of  every  country, 
received  by  this  means  the  contagion  of  riches,  and  of  bad  ex- 
amples. 
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amples,  which  Lycurgus  excluded  from  Sparta.  The  C1I:- 
tans  never  ufe  the  name  of  gods  in  their  oaths  ;  to  guard  them 
from  the  fnares  of  eloquence,  profeiTors  of  oratory  were  ex- 
cluded. Though  they  are  at  prefent,  fays  the  Scythian,  more 
indulgent  in  this  refpeft,  they  ftill  fpcak  with  the  Spartan  con- 
cifeneis.  I  was  witnefs,  adds  he,  of  a  quarrel  between  two 
Cretans  of  Gnoflus,  one  of  whom,  in  a  fit  of  pafTion,  faid  to 
the  other — *  May  you  live  in  bad  company,'  and  with  this  im- 
precation, the  fevereft  they  employ,  left  his  antagonift.  Our 
author  has  not  noticed  their  fondnefs  for  the  marvellous,  un- 
lefs  he  glances  at  it  in  mentioning  their  relics,  the  fceptre  of 
Agamemnon,  the  club  of  Hercules,  &c.  It  is  indeed  in  Crete 
that  we  meet  with  the  original  traces  of  the  Grecian  mytho- 
logy :  it  is  the  country  of  Jupiter,  of  Minos,  &;c.  it  ftill  pre- 
ferves  traces  of  the  original  habitations  in  caverns,  which  m.ay 
have  been  the  fource  of  its  numerous  reputed  cities,  at  a  pe- 
riod when  cities  did  not  exifl: ;  and  perhaps  it  ihows  the  Phoe- 
nician origin  of  many  of  its  fables  in  the  title  of  Jupiter,  Zan, 
which  the  Greeks  foftened  into  Z»iv,  and  Z«us. 

*  The  road  which  leads  to  the  cave  of  Jupiter  is  very  pleafant : 
it  is  bordered  by  lofty  trees  ;  and  has  on  each  fide  of  it  charming 
meadows,  and  a  grove  of  cyprefs  trees  of  remarkable  height  and 
beauty  :  the  grove  is  confecrated  to  the  gods,  as  alfo  a  temple  at 
which  we  afterward  arrived. 

*  At  the  entrance  of  the  cavern  a  number  of  offerings  are  fuf- 
pended.  We  were  lher;n,  as  a  Angularity,  one  of  thofe  black 
poplars  which  bear  fruit  annually ;  and  we  were  told  that  others 
grew  in  the  environs,  on  the  borders  of  the  fountain,  Saurus. 
The  length  of  the  cave  may  be  about  two  hundred  feet,  and  its 
breadth  twenty.  At  the  bottom  we  faw  a  feat  which  is  called  the 
throne  of  Jupiter;  and  near  it  this  infcription,  in  ancient  cha- 
raflers  :   T/jis  is  ths  tomb  of  Zan, 

'  As  it  was  believed  that  the  god  revealed  himfelf  in  the  facred 
cavern,  to  thofe  who  repaired  there  to  confult  him,  men  of  genius 
took  advantage  of  this  error  to  enlighten  or  miHead  -the  people. 
Jt  is,  in  fad,  affirmed  that  Minos,  Epimenides,  and  Pythagoras, 
when  they  wifiied  to  give  a  divine  fan^ion  to  their  laws  or  their 
opinions,  defcended  into  this  cave,  and  remained  fhut  up  in  it  for 
a  certain  time.' 

Cos  is  famous  for  the  temple  of  Efculapius;  and,  as  it  was 
one  of  the  fchools  of  Hippocrates,  a  laboured  eulogium  on  the 
Grecian  fage  fuppiies  the  meagre  uncntertaining  profpecl:  which 
the  ifland  affords.  In  the  eulogy  there  is  much  good  fenfe 
and  accurate  information,  but  fome  things  are  taken  too  much 
on  trufl: ;  andj  in  one  or  two  points,  the  abbe  feems  to  be 
6  miftaken. 
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miftaken.  The  Scythian  might  not  be  able  to  judge  of  the 
fimple  elegance  of  Hippocrates'  ftyle ;  but  he  has  hazarded 
fo  many  judgments  of  a  fmiilar  kind,  that  this  feems  to  be  in 
part  the  error  of  his  hiftorian,  whom  we  could  almofl  fufpeft 
of  having  looked  only  at  Hippocrates,  through  the  medium  of 
B  tranflation.  The  obfervations  during  the  voyage,  and  the 
imaginary  accufation  of  Timon,  are  ingenious  and  entertain- 
ing. He  once  mounted  the  roftrum,  and  every  one,  furprifed 
at  fuch  an  unexpe6ted  appearance,  was  filent.  '  Men  of 
Athens,  faid  he,  I  have  a  fmall  piece  of  ground  on  which  I 
intend  to  build :  there  is  a- fig-tree  on  it  which  I  muft  cut 
down.  Several  citizens  have  hanged  themfelves  on  this  tree  ; 
and  if  you  defire  to  do  the  fame,  I  now  give  you  notice,  that 
you  have  not  a  moment  to  lofe/ 

At  Samos  the  ftatue  of  Juno  exhibited  one  of  the  earlieft 
attempts  of  the  fculptor.  Originally  trunks  of  trees  were  the 
idols,  at  a  period  probably  when  the  inhabitants  lived  in  caves, 
and  when  their  only  prifon  was  a  labyrinth.  Yet,  as  it  is  fug- 
gefted  with  fome  ingenuity  by  the  Scythian,  we  ought  not  to 
fay  that  they  worfhipped  trees  and  (tones,  but  that  they  met 
to  worfliip  the  deity,  in  a  fpot  dillinguiflied  by  thefe  objects. 
The  Samians,  obfervcs  our  author,  are  the  richeft  and  moft 
powerful  of  the  flates  which  compofe  the  Ionian  confederacy : 
they  are  ingeaious,  indultriciis,  and  active;  aiKl  their  hiftory 
contains  numerous  fa£ts,  which  illuftrate  thofe  of  letters,  arts, 
and  commerce.  Crctophilus,  the  hoil  of  Homer,  who  re- 
ceived the  poet  when  in  indigence  and  diilrefs,  and  preferved 
his  writings,  was  a  Samian.  Pythagoras  alfo,  whom  we  fhall 
prefently  mention  again,  owed  his  birth  to  this  ifland. 

The  fleets  of  Samos  were  alfo  refpeftable,  and  they  contri- 
buted to  oppofe  the  efforts  of  the  Perfians,  and  of  the  other 
dates  of  Greece,  who  wiftied  to  unite  this  ifland  to  their  dif- 
ferent domanions.  The  fleets,  however,  could  not  oppofe  in- 
tefline  commotions;  and  Polycrates  at  lall  eftabliihed  his  def- 
potic  power.  The  hiftory  of  his  reign,  it  is  obfcrved,  may  be 
ftyled  the  '  art  of  government  for  the  ufe  of  tyrants.*  He 
foothed  the  people  by  luxurious  fefliivals,  and  occafionally  ter- 
rified them  by  violence  and  cruelty.  The  fplendor  of  conquefts 
fom-etimes  dazzled  his  fubjecls,  and  the  troops  were  enriched 
by  the  fpoils  of  the  ftate,  or  kept  from  the  contagious  effeds 
of  idlenefs  by  public  works.  It  was  this  king  who  was  advifed 
by  Amafis,  king  of  Egypt,  that  a  reverfe  of  fortune  was  to  be 
dreaded.  Polycrates  chofe  that  this  reverfe  (hould  be  volun- 
tary, and  threw  a  beautiful  engraved  emerald  into  the  fea :  it 
was  again  found  in  a  fifh's  ftomach,  and  the  weak  fuperftitious 
Amafis  iirimediately  declined  any  farther  connexion  with  the 
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Cyrant  of  Samos.  In  this  part  of  the  work  our  author  defcribes 
the  filheries  of  the  Grecians,  but  it  prefents  little  that  will  ap- 
pear new  to  our  readers. 

In  the  converfation  between  the  follower  of  Pythagoras  and 
Anacharfis  there  are  fome  intereftin^  obfervations  5  but  we 
have  a  more  probable  account  of  the  Pythagorean  do£trine  in 
the  Lucubrations  of  Mr.  Tucker,  under  the  affumed  name  of 
Edward  Search.  Let  us  introduce  the  Ionian  philofopher  in 
our  author's  own  words. 

*  Among  the  other  guefts  the  converfation  was  very  loud  and 
noify  ;  with  us  it  was  at  firft  vague,  and  without  any  determinate 
obje£t,  bat  afterward  more  conneded  and  ferious.  It  turned  I 
know  not  on  what  occafion,  on  the  world  and  fociety.  After 
fome  common-place  remarks,  the  opinion  of  the  Samian  was  afkad; 
who  replied,  I  fhall  content  myfelf  with  giving  you  that  of  Pytha- 
goras. He  compared  the  fcene  of  the  world  to  that  exhibited  at 
the  Olympic  games  j  to  which  fome  refort  to  combat,  others  to 
trafRc,  and  others  merely  to  be  fpedators.  Thus  the  ambitious 
and  the  conquerors  are  our  combatants ;  the  greater  part  of  men 
exchange  their  time  and  labour  for  the  goods  of  fortune  ;  and  the 
fages  calmly  obferve  all  that  pafTes,  and  are  filent. 

'  At  thefe  words  I  furveyed  him  with  greater  attention.  He 
had  a  placid'  air,  and  was  of  grave  deportment.  He  was  habited 
in  a  white  robe,  extremely  neat  and  clean.  I  fucceffively  offered 
him  wine,  fifh,  a  ilice  of  beef,  and  a  plate  of  beans  j  but  he  re- 
fufed  them  all.  He  drank  only  water,  and  ate  only  vegetables. 
The  Athenian  faid  to  me,  in  a  whifper,  he  is  a  rigid  Pythagorean  ; 
and  immediately  raifmg  his  voice,  we  are  to  blame,  faid  he,  for 
eating  thefe  fifh  ;  for  originally  we  dwelt,  like  them,  in  the  depths 
of  the  ocean.  Yes,  our  firfl  progenitors  were  fiih  ;  it  cannot,  be 
doubted,  for  it  has  been  aflerted  by  the  philofopher  Anaximander. 
The  doctrine  of  the  metempfychofis  makes  me  fcrupulous  of  eating 
meat;  for  when  I  regale  on  the  flefh  of  this  ox,  I  am  perhaps  an 
anthropophagiil.  As  to  beans,  .fhey  are  the  fubftance  which  con- 
tains ihe  largefl  portion  of  that  animated  matter  of  which  our 
fouls  are  particles.  Take  the  flowers  oi  the  bean  when  they  be- 
gin to  grow  black  ;  put  them  in  a  veflel,  and  bury  it  in  the 
ground;  and  if,  at  the  end  of  ninety  days,  you  open  it,  you  will 
find  at  the  bottom  the  head  of  a  child.  Pythagoras  himfelf  has 
made  the  experiment.' 

Pythagoras,  it  is  obferved,  eat  beans ;  and  this  food  was  nf- 
terwards  prohibited  by  his  fucceifors,  as  a  flatulent  aliment, 
injurious  to  the  ufeful  exertion  of  the  mental  powef,.  Oui: 
author  feems  to  afcribe  his  abli^ions,  his  abftinence,  and  his 
abltra£lion  to  the  Egyptian  prielbj,  though  they  probably  had 
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another  origin  *,  and  we  can  now  trace  the  whole  fyftem  with 
fome  dillinclnefs,  in  the  doctrines  and  the  practice  of  the  fol- 
lowers of  Bramha.  He  would  occafionally  eat  of  all  animal 
fubflances,  except  the  ox  and  the  ram,  thofe  ufeful  anin^als, 
which,  for  this  reafon,  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  excepted.  The 
iirft  men,  it  is  remarked,  fed  on  vegetables  ;  but,  as  animals 
became  too  numerous,  facrifices  were  adopted,  and  men  were 
allowed  to  eat  of  the  flefh  of  the  vi£l:im.  This  is  fanciful  and 
ingenious,  but  not  foHd,  Our  author  adds,  that  Pythagoras 
wifhed  to  abollfh  this  cuftom,  and  limited  his  followers  to  a 
fmall  number  of  animals,  and  allowed  them  to  tafte,  rather 
than  to  eat,  of  the  vi£tim.  In  reality,  he  feemsto  have  accom- 
modated his'fyftem  to  the  prejudices  of  the  people,  and  to  have 
confined  within  ufeful  bounds  what  he  could  not  wholly  pro- 
hibit. Pythagoras,  it  is  obferved,  pretended  to  no  power  over 
the  operations  of  nature  :  he  concealed  fome  truths  from  the 
world,  as  they  might  have  been  dangerous  to  himfelf  or  the 
people,  and  employed  common  fymbols  to  reprefent  different 
moral  truths,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  recollection  of  the  lat- 
ter by  the  frequent  occurrence  of  the  former.  The  difcipline 
of  the  novitiates  is  next  defcribed,  with  its  efFe6ls.  My 
friend,  faid  Pythagoras,  is  my  other  felf. 

*  In  fa£l  when  I  am  with  my  friend  I  am  not  alone,  nor  are  wc 
two. 

*  As,  in  phyfics  and  morals  he  referred  every  thing  to  unity  ; 
he  wifhed  that  his  difciples  might  have  but  one  fame  opinion,  one 
fmgle  will.  Divafled  of  all  property,  but  free  in  their  engage- 
ments; infenfible  to  falfe  ambition,  to  vain  glory,  to  the  con- 
temptible intereits  which  ordinarily  divide  mankind  ;  they  had 
only  to  fear  the  rivalry  of  virtue,  and  oppofition  of  charadler. 
From  the  time  of  their  noviciate  the  greaieft  efforts  concurred  to 
furmount  thefe  obftacles.  Their  union,  cemented  by  the  defire  of 
pleafing  the  Divine  Being,  towhom  ihey  referred  all  their  aftions, 
procured  ihem  triumphs  without  arrogance,  and  emulation  with- 
out jealoufy. 

*  They  learned  to  forget  themfelves,  and  mutually  to  facrilice 
to  each  other  their  opinions;  not  to  wound  friend fliip  by  dillrult, 
by  the  flightefl  falfehoods,  ill-timed  pleafantries,  or  ufelefs  pro- 
teftations. 

«  They  alfo  learned  to  take  the  alarm  at  the  approach  of  the 
lead  coolnefs.  When  in  the  converfations  in  which  they  difcuffed 
queflions  ia  philofophy,  any  harfh  exprelfion  efcaped  them,  they 
never  fufFered  the  fun  to  go  down,  without  giving  the  hand  in 
token  of  reconciliation.  One  of  them  on  fuch  an  occafion  ran  to 
his  friend,  and  faid  to  him  :  Let  us  forget  our  anger,  and  be  you 
the  judge  of  the  difference  between  us,     Moll  willingly,  replied 
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tlie  other ;  but  I  ought  to  blulh  that,  fince  I  am  older  than  you,  t 
was  not  the  firft  to  make  this  offer. 

*  They  learned  to  fubdue  thofe  inequalities  of  temper  which 
weary  and  difcourage  friendfiiip.  Did  they  feel  their  paffion  rife, 
did  they  forefee  a  moment  of  melancholy  or  difguft  ;  ihey  fought 
retirement,  and  calmed  this  involuntary  diforder  either  by  re- 
flexion, or  by  melodies  fuited  to  the  different  affeitions  of  the 
foul.* 

Wc  (hall  conclude  our  article  with  an  inftance  of  tKeir 
friendftiip,  and  another  of  their  patient  perfeverance. 

*  I  (hall  here  adduce  an  afFcdling  example  of  their  mutual  con* 
fidence.  One  of  our  fociety  travelling  on  foot,  loll  his  way  in  a 
defert,  and  arrived  exhaufted  with  faiigue  at  an  inn,  where  he  fell 
fick.  When  at  the  point  of  death,  unable  to  recompence  the  care 
and  kindnefs  with  which  he  had  been  treated,  he  traced  fome 
fymbolical  marks,  with  a  trembling  hand,  on  a  tablet,  which  he 
direded  to  b^  expofed  to  view  on  the  public  road.  A  long  tima 
after,  chance  brought  to  thefe  remote  places  a  difciple  of  Pytha- 
goras ;  who,  informed  by  the  enigmatical  charafters  he  faw  before 
Kim  of  the  misfortunes  of  the  firft  traveller,  flopped,  payed  the 
inakeeper  the  expence  he  had  been  at,  with  interell,  and  then  con- 
tinued his  journey.' 


'  You  remind  me  of  an  anecdote  of  this  Lylis.  One  day, 
coming  out  of  the  temple  of  Juno,  he  met,  under  the  portico, 
one  of  his  brethren,  Eurypheraus  of  Syracufe  ;  who  having  re- 
quefted  him  to  wait  a  moment,  went  to  prollrate  himfelf  before 
the  ftatue  of  the  goddefs ;  and,  after  along  meditation,  in  which 
he  became  abforbed  without  perceiving  it,  went  out  at  another. 
On  the  morrow,  the  day  was  far  advanced  when  he  repaired  to 
the  afTembly  of  the  difciples,  whom  he  found  uneafy  at  the  ab- 
fence  of  Lylis.  He  then  remembered  the  promife  he  had  obtained 
from  Mm,  ran  to  the  temple,  and  found  him  in  the  porch,  fitting 
composedly  on  the  fame  ftone  on  which  he  had  left  him  the  pre-? 
ceding  evening.*  (To  he  continued^) 

fTbe  Hiflory  of  the  IJland  of  Dominica  \  containing  a  Dcfcr'ipiiort 
of  its  Situation,  Extent,  Climate,  Afountains,  Rivers^  A'a^ 
sural  Productions,  &c,  ^c.  By  T,  Jtivood.  Svo.  4s.  Boards* 
Johnfon.     1791. 

jOminica  is  one  of  the  Icew^ard  iflands,  and  its  fituation 
fo  advantageous,  that  M.  Bouille  attacked  it  the  firfl: 
moment  that  hoftilities  would  permit ;  for,  lying  between 
Guadeloupe  and  Martinique,  the  French  forces  could  fcarcely 
ftir  without  moleftation,  and  each  ifland  was  conftantly  in 
danger  from  it.     There  are  alfo  fome  advantages  peculiar  to 
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Domlniea,  which  have  induced  Mr.  Atwood  to  give  this  par- 
ticular account  of  it,  that  they  may  be  better  known,  and 
more  judicioufly  employed.  His  Hiftory,  however,  is  neither 
full,  nor.  always  fatisfaftory.  In  fome  of  the  accounts,  P. 
Labat  would  have  i'nflruti^ed  and  correfted  him  ;  but  in  a 
political  view,  our  author's  defcription  is  judicious,  and  fre- 
quently, in  other  views,  it  is  faithful. 

This  illand,  though  in  a  latitude  of  little  more  than  15% 
is  not  very  warm ;  but  it  muft  be  remembered  that  our  au- 
thor fpeaks  chiefly  of  its  eaftern  fide,  and  his  refidence  feems 
to  have  been  almofh  exclufively  near  the  Port  of  Rofeau.  The 
comparative  coolncfs  is  owing  to  its  high  mountains,  nu- 
merous woods,  and  frequent  rains,  which  oecafion  alfo  a  moift 
atmofpherc,  yet  not  in  fo  great  a  degree  as  to  affe6l  the 
health.  The  ground  is  not  exhaufled,  but  fertile  and  varied, 
though  the  fettlements  are  not  numerous;  and  thofe  which 
have  been  eflabiifhcd,  are,  from  diflereiit  caufes,  in  many- 
places,  forfaken. 

In  Dominica,  hurricanes  and  earthquakes  are  not  fo  fevere 
as  in  other  Weft  India  iflands  •,  and  the  dreadful  rolling  of  the 
fea,  in  the  hurricane-fcafon,  feems  rather  to  be  the  effe6l  of 
thefe  convulfions  in  the  neighbourhood  :  the  rain  probably 
prevents  any  great  inequality  in  the  equilibrium  between  the 
ele61:rical  flate  of  the  earth  and  the  air,  or  numerous  volcanos, 
which  are  found  in  this  ifland,  difcharge  the  matter,  which, 
if  pent  up,  might  oecafion  more  deftru6five  cfFefts.  The 
defcription  of  the  productions  of  this  ifland  comprehends  many 
of  the  obje6ls  which  occur  in  the  other  Wefl  India  iflands. 
We  fhall  felecSl  one  or  two  circumftances  which  are  either  pe- 
culiar or  lefs  generally  known. 

'  In  the  woods,  an  awful  yet  pleafing  folitarinefs  prevails  :  but 
that  which  makes  them  the  more  agreeably  romantic,  is  the  noife 
of  falling  waters,  the  whirling  of  the  wind  among  the  trees,  the 
finging  ^nd  chirping  of  an  innumerable  quantity  of  birds  ;among 
the  branches,  and  the  uncommon  cries  of  various  kinds  of  harm- 
lefs  infers,  which  together  with  the  dark  fhadinefs  of  the  trees, 
form  a  folemn  but  delightful  fcene  foi- contemplation. 

*  The  trees  in  the  woods  are  of  uncommon  height,  and  by  far 
exceed  in  loftinefs  the  talleft  trees  in  England.  In  this  ifland  their 
tops  feem  to  touch  the  clouds,  which  appear  asif  ikimniing  fwiftly 
over  their  upper  branches ;  and  looking  up  the  trees  is  painful  to 
the  eye.  Many  of  the  trees  are  likewife  of  enormous  girt,  and 
their  fpreading  boughs  extend  far  around  ;  thofe  of  the  fig-treo 
cfpecially,  under  whofe  inviting  fhade  hundreds  at  a  time  may 
repofe  themfelves,  without  fear  of  being  wet  by  the  heaviefl  fliowcr 
#f  rain,  ,or  dread  of  the  influence  of  the  fcorching  fun-beams. 
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*  In  the  woods  the  trees  are,  in  common,  covered  with  dif- 
ferent foliage,  fo  that  it  is  ufual  to  fee  one  tree  drefTcd  out  with 
the  ri  h  liveries  of  feveral,  all  growing  in  beautiful  variety  :  the 
trunk  and  branches,  covered  with  ivy  and  other  plants,  growing 
on  them  like  houfe-leeks.  * 

*  That  the  leaves  of  different  trees  Ihould  be  found  on  one 
tree,  is  an  oljcft  worthy  of  fpeculation;  but  yet,  in  my  opinion, 
is  no  other  way  to  be  accounted  for,  than  by  fuppofmg  that  the 
feeds  of  different  trees,  being  fcattered  by  the  wind,  fall  into  the 
heart  of  the  fame  plant,  like  houfe-leeks,  and  are  thus  incorpoxated 
into  the  tree  on  which  they  are  feen  growing.' 


'  The  timber  alfo  of  the  gum-tree,  as  well  as  that  of  feveral 
ethers  in  the  woods,  makes  good  fhingles  for  covering  of  houfes, 
and  v;as  very  ferviceable  for  making  Haves  for  fugar  and  coffee 
cafks,  at  the  time  the  Americans  refufed  fupplying  the  Englifh  co- 
lonies with  them.  Several  fine  floops  and  fchooners  have  likewife 
been  built  of  the  timber  of  this  illand;  and  the  veffels  that  have 
been  built  of  it  are  efteemed  preferable,  both  for  flrength  and  du- 
rability, to  others  built  of  timber  imported  from  North  America. 
The  gum  is  of  the  confiflence  of  wax,  and  ufed  for  lamps,  in  which 
it  burns  freely  like  oil.' 

The  following  fa£l  might  have  fuggefted  other  Ideas  thail 
thofe  of  filent  awe  and  admirr.tion.  A  lagoon  of  this  kind  is 
not  uncommon  in  coral  iflands,  but  thefe  infulated  fpots  ar« 
feemingly  of  a  different  kind. 

<  Almoftin  the  centre  of  the  ifland,  on  the  top  of  a  very  high 
mountain,  furrounded  by  others  above  it,  is  a  large  natural  pond, 
or  rather  lake  of  frefh  water,  which  is  alfo  well  flocked  with  fine 
fifh,  and  it  is  faid  is,  in  feme  places,  unfathomable.  It  covers  a 
fpace  of  fome  acres,  fpreads  into  three  diflind  branches,  and  has 
a  very  wonderful  appearance  in  point  of  fuuation  :  it  is  about  fix 
miles  diflant  from  the  town  of  Rofeau,  and  great  part  of  the 
road  toltis  a  ftcep  afcent.  On  firft  beholding  this  lake,  a  perfon 
becomes,  as  it  were,  rivetted  for  a  time  to  the  fpot,  with  filent 
awe  and  admiration,  at  viewing  (o  vaft  a  body  of  water  colleded 
at  fuch  a  height.' 

When  fpeaking  of  the  fnakes  of  Dominica,  our  author 
jnentions  a  very  fingular  fa£l.  A  negro  had  been  miffrng  fome 
time,  and  was  found  afleep  under  a  tree,  *  with  one  of  his  legs, 
up  to  the  thick  part  of  the  thigh,'  in  the  throat  and  ftomach 
of  a  fnake.  The  leg  was,  with  fome  difficulty^  difengaged, 
and  faid  to  be  reduced  '  almoft  to  a  ftate  of  digeflion.'  The 
animal  fluids  are  fuppofed  not  to  affe£t  any  living  part,  and 
■we  muft  fuppofe  the  ftate  of  digeftion  apparent  only,  for  the 
«ian  recovered  the  ufe  of  the  limb.    Snakes  certainly  digeft 
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;immal  fubftanccs  partially,  fwallowing  tliem  tvy  degrees  ;  but 
the  animal  is  ufually  killed  before  this  procefs  begins,  and  co- 
vered over  with  a  flime,  which  feems  to  prevent  putrefac- 
tion. 

The  ipecacuanha  is  faid  to  be  a  plant  of  this  ifland  ;.  but  wc 
farpe6t  our  author  has  given  this  name  to  a  vegetable  that 
refembles  it  only  in  its  emetic  powers.  The  ipecacuanha  of 
Dominica  is  faid  to  be  dangeroufly  a6tive,  and  to  have  been 
fatal  to  horfes,  who  have  eaten  of  it  in  the  paftures. 

A  great  part  of  this  workconfifts  of  an  account  of  the  cap- 
ture of  the  ifland,  and  the  conduft  of  the  French  during  their 
pofleiTion  of  it.  The  negroes,  our  author  tells  us,  are  trea.ted 
with  a  parental  afFe£lion  by  the  planters ;  and  he  gives  a  very 
entertaining  account  of  the  Obeah  people,  or  the  necroman- 
cers of  the  negroes,  as  well  as  of  their  praftice.  SujTerftition 
nnd  entiiufiaim  hov/ever  are  always  of  the  fame  kind,  and 
fcarccly  differ  v/ith  the  foil  or  climate.  We  (liall  conclude 
pur  account  of  this  plain  and  ajiparently  honefl  hiftory  witk 
Mr*  Atwood^s  defcription  of  the  Caribbes- 

•  The  Indians,  natives  of  Domin-ica,  are  defcended  from  the 
ancient  inhabitants,-  who  were  found  there  when  this  ifland  was 
firft  difccvered  by  Europeans,  and  are  the  people  properly  called 
**  Caribbes."  Of  thefe  there  are  not  more  than  twenty  or  thirty 
families,  who  have  their  dwellings  on  the  eaft  part  of  the  ifland, 
at  a  great  diftance  from  Rofeau,  where  they  are  feldom  feen. 

'  They  are  of  a  clear  copper  colour,  have  long,  fleek,  black 
hair  on  their  heads  ;  their  perfons  are  ftiort,  flout,  and  well  made  ; 
but  they  disfigure  their  faces  by  prefling  flat  their  nofes,  which  is 
done  in  their  infancy.  They  arc  a  very  quiet  inofFenfive  people, 
fpeak  a  language  of  their  own,  and  French,  but  none  of  thenv 
fpeak  Eng!ifli. 

*  They  live  chiefly  by  fifhing  in  the  rivers  and  the  fea,  or  by 
fowling  in  the  woods,  at  both  of  which  they  are  very  expert  with 
their  bows  and  arrows.  They  will  kill  the  fmallefl  bird  with  art 
arrowj  or  transfix  a  fifh  at  a  great  depth  in  the  fea  ;  and  are  very 
fcrviceable  to  the  planters  near  their  Icttlement,  whom  they  chiefly 
Tupply  vviih  filh  and  game.  They  are  alfo  very  ingenious,  mak- 
ing curious  wrought  panniers,  or  bafkcts  of  filk  grafs,  of  the 
b.irk  of  trees.' 

Cider-y  a  Pocm^  in  two  Books.  By  John  Philips.  With  Notes 
provincial,  hiftoricaly  and  claffical-^  by  Charles  Dunfter,  %vo. 
45.  Boards,     Cadell.     1791. 

T)HILTPS  evidently  drew  the  plan  of  this  poem  and  the  mode 

^  of  treating  the  fubje6l  from  the  Georgics  of  Virgil.     His 

ftyle  and  didion  are  as  obvioufly  copied  from  Milton,  for  we 

8  here 
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licre  meet  wltK  tKe  fame  loftinefs  of  exprefTion  and  variety  of 
cadence  tbat  marked  his  great  naafter's  noblell  produdl.ion : 
4:hc  harflinefs  and  inequality  that  are  occafionally  to  be  found 
in  it  are  no  lefs  carefully  preferved.  His  '  Cjder'  is,  how- 
ever, much  lefs  exceptionable  on  this  account  than  his 
*  Blenheim  ;*  in  which  a  ftudied  irrjitation  of  JVIihon's  mod 
•diflbnant  numbers  much  more  frequently  occurs.  On  the 
whole,  this  is  undoubtedly  his  capital  performance.  The  Splen- 
did Shilling,  an  admirable  builcfque,  is  not  of  weight  or 
cenfequence  to  compare  with  it.  In  that  he  firft  attempted 
to  foar  on  Miltonic  wing,  and  twice  alluded  to  liis  favourite 
fubjc6t>  .It  is  ^ot  imlikely  but  tliat  he  then  meditated,  or  at 
iealt  enter,tained  fome  ideas  oi  undertaking  what  he  has  here 
fo  happily  executed.  Had  he  confided  more  in  his  own  ge- 
nius ^  had  he  dared  to  invent  as  well  as  imitate,  or  imitated 
iefs  fcrupuioufly,  he  might  have  acquired  no  fecondary  feat  in 
the  temple  of  the  Mufes.  Philips'  poetical  chara£ler  is  not,  how- 
ever, the  principal  fubjedt  to  be  at  prefent  inveiligated.  His 
general  merit  is  not  to  be  difputed  ;  and  that  he  is  ^ot  enti- 
tled to  the  name  of  'aroinTMj  in  the  flri£l  fenfe  of  the  word,  his 
editor  has  fully  fhewn,  by  producing  a  variety  of  inftances 
in  which  he  has  either  happily  imitated,  qr  fervilely  copied, 
his  great  Englifh  father,  and  their  common  cJafFical  anceilors. 
The  fo-Ilowing  ingenious  note  will  confirm  our  ^hfervation. 

— ■  Let  zephyrs  bland 

Adminiiler  their  tepid  genial  airs; 

Naught  fear  he  from  the  welt,  \yhofe  gentle  warmth 

JDifclofes  well  the  earth's  all- teeming  womb.] 
«  We  cannot  well  doubt  but,  when  our  author  wrote  thefe  lines, 
he  had  in  his  mind  the  following  paffage  in  Virgil's  charming  de- 
scription of  the  fpring. 

'  Parturit  almus  ager,    Zephyrique  tepentibus 

AURIS 

Laxant  arva'"  fmus.  GEORc.ii.  330. 

*  Now  teems  the  fruitful  earth,  the  fields  unfold 
Their  bofoms  to  the  Zephyr's  genial  gales. 
'  Or  he  might  be  fuppofed  to  have  borrowed  the   "  tepid  ge- 
nial airs  of  Zephyr"  from  the  gcnltahilis  aura  Fa^voni  of  Lucre- 
tius, 01  from  Catuilus's 

'Aura  parit  flores  tepidi  fcecunda  Favoni. 
*  Here,  however,  he  has  been  materially  mifled  by  his  claflical 
reading  and  tafte.  The  weft  wind  of  Herefordftiire  is  bv  no 
means  a  warm  and  genial  wind.  That  county,  being  bounded  on 
the  weft  by  Brecknockfhire,  is  entirely  open  on  that  fide  to  the 
Welch  mountains,  which  are  not  only  generally  covered  with  fnow 
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all  the  winter,  but  often  remain  fo  until  late  in  the  fpring. — The 
well  wind,  therefore,  blowing  over  a  confiderable  trad  of  high 
frozen  land  diredly  upon  Herefordfhire,.has  a  peculiar  keennefs, 
and  much  more  refembles  the  Ionian  Zephyr  of  Homer,  (fee 
Wood's  EfTay  on  Homer,  p.  24)  which  blew  upon  that  coaft  from 
the  Thracian  mountains,  th^n  it  does  the  genial  well  wind  of  Italy, 
as  celebrated  by  Virgil  and  the  other  Roman  poets. 

*  This  is  Co  much  the  cafe,  that  the  Herefordlhire  farmer  fears 
no  wind  more  than  that  which  blows  from  the  weft  ;  and  accord- 
ingly, in    planting  his    hop  yards  or  orchards,  will  prefer  almoft 

any  fituation  to  a  weftern  afpe£l. Here  then  our  poet  betrays 

his  imitation  by  one  of  its  moft  certain  mark^,  as  laid  down  by  a 
jnofl  able  and  judicious  critic,  "  the  giving  the  properties  of  one 
clime,  pr  country,  to  another." 

The  propriety  of  the  prefent  attempt,  which  the  editor  in 
his  advertifement  endeavours  to  eftabliih,  is  certainly  not  to 
be  queflioned.  A  century  has  nearly  elapfed  fince  the  firll 
publication  of  Philips'  Cyder.  A  poem  of  that  era,  parti- 
cularly one  of  a  dida£l:ic  kind,  on  a  provincial  fubjec^,  muft 
require  explanatory  notes.  How  far  the  commentator  has 
proved  fucc'efsful  may  partly  be  judged  from  the  quotation  al- 
ready given.  A  connetted  chain  of  notes,  on  a  particular 
paiTage,  will  afford  a  more  adequate  idea ;  for  which  purpofe 
and  not  on  account  of  their  peculiar  excellency,  we  fliall  fub- 
join  thofe  on  tlie  following  lines. 


But  nothing  profits  more' 


Than  frequent  fhows':   O  may *ft  thou  often  fee 
Thy  furrows  whiten'd  by  the  woolly  rain 
Nutritious  !  fecret  nitre  lurks  vvithin 
The  porous  wet,  quick'ning  the  languid  glebe.* 

r.  '   P  may'^Ji  ihou  often  fee 

'  '  *rhy  furroivs  huhitend.^^ 

*  Virgil  in  his  firft  Georgic,  V.    100    advifes  the   farmers  to 
pray  for  moift  fummers,  and  fair  dry  winters.  ■ 

'  *  Humida  folftitia  atque  hyemes  orate  fercnas, 

Agricolasj  hyberna  lailiffima  pulvere  farra,    ■ 
L^etus  ager. — - — 

*  For  fhowery  fummers,  and  for  winter's  funs^ 
Ye  farmers,  pray  ;  in  winter!s  duft  the  corn 
And  fields  rejoice— — — -- 

-.-    ■  '  Trapp. 

*  This  idea  is  cenfured  by  Pliny >  I.  17,  e.  ii.  where  \it  notices 
the  good  effeds  of  fnow,  both  on  corn  and  trees.        ' 

i-  €  _ ,  Qui  dixit  hyemes  ferenas  optandas  efle,  non  pro  arbp-* 

t;bus  vcta  fecit,  o  •  ,  .   .  «     Hyberno  quidem  pulvere  laetiores 
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•r^Jenes^uSTuriantis  ingenii  fertilitate  di6lum  eft,  Alioqui  vota 
arbor um  frugumque  communia  funt,  nives  diutinas  federe. 
— woolly  rain, 

'  Martial  has,  **   tacitarum  vellus  aquarum"  L.  iv.  Ep.  3. 

*  And  Euftathius,  in  his  comment  on  the  i'erlegefis  ofDionyfius, 
V.  663,  fays,  the  ancients  were  ufed  to  call  fnow  zucolly  rain,  hav- 
ing taken  the  expxeflion  from  that  paffage  in  the  Pfalms,  where 
it  is  faid,  "  He  fendeth  his  fnow  like  wool."       PTalm  cxl.vii.  16. 

maXiLioi  (paai-i    '^^   copa  ^xcriMa);   Aai^iS"  et^po^nnv  iv^ovro^  uvTOig^ 


fecrct  nitre  lurks  zvithin 


the  porous  wet» 

'  It  was  an  opinion  generally  received  in  Philips'  tlme^  that 
the  fertilifing  quality  cf  fnow  arofe  from  nitrous  falts,  which 
it  acquires  in  the  aft  of  freezing. — • —  But  whether  nitre,  in  any 
refpefts,  fertilifes  land,  has,  of  late,  been  much  doubted  ;  and  the 
beneficial  quality  offno.w  may  be  varioufiy  accounted  for,  without 
recurriRg  to  nitrous  faits.  Indeed  it  has  been  proved  from  very 
accurate  experiments,  that  fnow  contains  only  a  fmall  quantity  of 

calcareous  earth,  and  no  nitre. ■ — *'  Falfe  philafophy,   (fays  Bp. 

Watfon,  in  his  Chemical  EfTays,  not  without  a  view  to  this  paf- 
fage,) firft  gave  rife  to  this  idea,  and  poetry  has  contributed  to 
iJiffufe  the  error.'* 

— —  quickening  the  languid  glebe — 

*  Languid  glche  vmghl  be  taken  from  a  paflage  in  Pliny,  imme- 
diately following  one  already  cited  from  that  author ;  where,  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  good  eifedls  of  fnow  on  the  ground,  he  fays,  *'  Ani- 
mam  terrae  evanefcentem  exalatione  includunt,  et  comprimunt,  re- 
troque  agunt  in  vires  frugum  atque  radices.'* 

The  hiftorical  ndtes  are  written  with  the  fame  tafte  and  ac- 
curacy as  diftinguiih  the  others  :  and  we  doubt  not  but  that 
the  modern  defcendants  of  the  Ariconian  knights  will  be  well 
pleafed  at  this  farther  expanfion  of  their  forefathers'  renown, 
and  the  Silurian  bard's  poetical  reputation.  Their  utility  in 
elucidating  a  provincial  fubjedl,  will,  we  truft,  not  only  prove 
grateful  to  his  countrymen,  but  to  readers  in  general,  and  make 
a  dejirable  addition  to  the  ftores  of  domeftic  literature. — We 
undcritand  that  Mr.  Dunfter,  who,  by  the  fpecimen  he  gave 
jn  tranflating  the  Frogs  of  Ariftophanes,  led  us  to  wifh  that 
he  would  favor  the  public  with  an  entire  verfion  of  his  works, 
is  the  author  of  this  pleafing  commentary. 

E  4  Popular 
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Topular  Tales  of  the  Germans.     Tranflated  from  the  German^ 
2  Vols.     I2m9,     6s.  Beards.     Murray.     1791. 

'T^HERE  is  great  reafon  to  fuppofe  (for  the  magic  *  We' 
-■"  mull  at  prefent  drop),  that  thefe  Tales  are  the  refult  of  the 
traditionary  legends  of  the  nurfery,  and  very  {lightly  connected 
with  Germany,  except  that  the  fcene  of  thefe  legendary  nar- 
ratives is  laid  in  that  country.  The  author,  vi'ho  lias  put  fome 
go:)d  critical  remarks  into  the  mouth  of  the  Revicv/ers,  fhall 
be  the  herald  of  his  own  fame,  and  enjoy  a  privilege  not  often 
granted,  that  of  reviewing  his  own  work. 

'  We  are  more  difpofed  to  cepfune  the  execution  than  the  deflgn 
of  this  performance.'  Tales  handed  down  from  generation  to  ge- 
neration carry  with  them  a  ftrong  intriniic  recommendation.  The 
wayward  fancy  of  man  is  always  apt  to  make  an  excuriion  beyond 
the  bounds  of  this  working- day  world,  and  take  its  fpoft  in  the 
millennium  of  poflibilities.  But  this  playful  difpofition  is  mou  in- 
dulged in  the  carelefs  infancy  of  the  race.  At  all  ages,  however, 
we  are  ready  enough  to  quit  fober  hillory  and  dull  truth  for  thefe 
frolics  of  imagination.  Frequent  repetition  fuoplies  the  place  of 
writing  and  record.  Nocountty,  perhaps,  has  fufFcrcd  thefe  pri- 
mitive fables  to  perifh,  and  their  prefervation  is  alone  a  fuf&cient 
proof  of  their  bewitching  power.' 

«  We  could  eafily  undertake  to  Ihew  that  our  author  has  not  feiz- 
ed  the  full  advantage  of  his  fubjeft.  He  has  not  been  careful  to 
jnterefl  the  reader  in  the  fortunes  of  any  of  his  perfonages :  nor  are 
his  charadlers  delineated  with  fufficient  precifion.  They  come, 
and  no  heart  beats  at  their  approach:  they  go,  and  leave  behind 
them  no  folicitude  for  their  fate.  When  a  writer  has  before  him 
all  that  obfcrvation  has  afcertained  of  the  courie  of  liature ;  when 
he  adds  to  this  all  that  fuperflition  and  ignorance  have  dreamed  of 
powers  fupernatural ;  and  when  he  aflumes  the  liberty  of  mixing 
thefe  heterogeneous  m;^terials  without  conftraint,  we  may  expert 
him  to  produce  fome  llriking  fituations.  But  in  the  worlc  before 
us  we  can  difcover  little  that  afFeds  us  with  pity  or  laughter.  The 
beginning  of  the  fecond  volume  irrefiltibly  reminds  us  of  the  Tem- 
peft,  and  Midfummer's  Nights'  Dream,  but  Number-Nip  has 
neither  the  airy  lightnefs  of  Ariel,  nor  the  entertaining  half  mali- 
cious archnefs  of  Puck.  This  prince  of  the  Gnomes  partake;^  of 
the  glocm  of  his  own  dreary  fubterraneous  realms.' 

The  cenfure  of  garbling  will  return ;  for,  in  reality,  the 

chnra£ter  is  garbled;  but  thefe  remarks  are  juft,  pointed,  and 

well  exprefTed.     It  may  be  added,  that  the  Tales  are  amuf- 

ing,  and  the  reader  may  not  be  difpleafed  to  be  carried  back 

"        '        •  '  again 
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again  to  the  fabulous  narratives  of  the  nurfery,  when  related 
in  the  lively  agreeable  manner  which  the  author  lias  adopted. 

The  charge  of  occafional  levity  and  indecorum  M'ill  remain; 
but,  except  in  one  or  two  places,  it  is  not  ofFenfive. 

'  Lord,  papa!  is  not  that  (lory  y-u  read  to  us  laft  night 
about  the  Nymph  of  the  Fountain,  very  like  the  flory  of  Ciii- 
dcriila,  or  the  Gl.ifs  vSUpper,  in  the  little  book  you  gave  me 
laft  fummer  ?'  Cinderilla  !  bring  the  book,  my  dear.  Ah  f 
ah  I  my  good  friend,  liave  you  been  pcacliing  in  fuch  grounds? 
or  have  you  only  drank  from  the  fame  '  fountain  ?' 

EtheUnde ;  oy-,  the  Rechife  of  the  Lale,     By  Charlotte  Smith, 

Second  Edition,     5    Vols,     l2mo.     15.^-.    Boards,     Cadeli. 

1790. 
'T~'HE  praife  which  Mrs.  Smith  acquired  by  her  former  novel 
"■■  may  have  raifed  our  expectations  too  high  ;  and,  fuppo- 
fmg  that  every  future  attempt  ftiould  equal  the  firlt  produc-' 
tions  of  a  glowing  fancy  and  vivid  imagination,  Ethelindt'  ap- 
peared in  comparifon  not  very  advantageoufly.  A  fecond  pe- 
rufal,  for,  as  our  former  article  was  accidentally  miflaid,  v/e 
were  obliged  to  return  to  it  a  fecond  time,  has  taught  us  ta 
appreciate  its  merits  and  defects  with  more  precifion  ;  and 
though  to  an  inferior  writer  this  cooler  recurrence  might  be  in- 
jurious, Mrs.  Smith  will  derive  no  difadvantage  from  it. 

If  we  compare  EtheUnde  with  Emmeline,  it  will  be  found 
lefs  full  of  adventure,  of  fudden  changes  of  fortune,  and  lefs 
interefling  by  its  humbler  denouement.  The  characters  arc 
not  fo  prominent,  nor  their  outlines  fo  broad.  If  we  examine 
it,  without  a  retrofpe6t  to  the  former  attempt,  we  fhall  find 
the  ftory  in  general  interefting,  various  paflages  pleafing  and 
afFecling;  the  characters  delicately  fhaded,  fupported  with 
judgment  and  (kill,  more  confpicuous  in  a  minute  examina-^ 
tion,  and  more  meritorious  as  the  lines  to  be  copied  are  leiV- 
glaring.  It  cannot  efcape  any  reader  that,  in  the  third  and 
fourth  volumes,  the  converfations  are  too  numerous,  the  fame 
fentiments  frequently  repeated,  and  that  the  liory  is  fcarceiy. 
progreflive  :  it  will  always  occur,  that  the  beautiful  fcenery  and 
the  afFedting  fituations,  in  the  fir  ft  volume,  have  made  fo  laft-- 
ing  an  impreflion,  that  the  future  fcenes  are  from  this  caufe 
fometimcs  infipld. 

Of  the  charafters,  Ethelinde  herfelf,  though  amiable  and 
interefting,  is  of  lefs  importance  than  fome  others.  It  has 
been  faid  of  Shakfpeare,  that  his  females,  when  moft  amiable^ 
have  only  a  tender  affeClionate  foftnefs.  This  is  the  character' 
of  Ethelinde  5  and,  though  (he  at  times  difplays  a  little  he- 
roifm,  it  is  the  impulfe  only  of  love  which  feems  to  have  oc- 
cupied her  whole  foul.    The  bell  parts  of  the  work,  in  which 
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/he  is  concerned,  are  thofe  pafTages  where  the  difFercnt  kindt 
of  afFedion  (lie  feels   for  Montgomery  and  fir  Edward  New- 
cnden  are  difcriminated.  In  the  character  alfo  of  Montgomery, 
her  lover,   there  are  no  very  ftriking  traits  :   he  is  uniformly 
excellent,  if  we  except  a  little  want  of  refolution,  which  the 
ladies  will  perhaps  excufe,  as  it  refults  from  his  atfeclion  to 
Ethelinde.     In  the  other  characters,  Mrs.  Smith's  fkill  is  moll 
confpicuous.     That  of  fir  Edward  Newenden  is  well  drawn 
and  ably  fupported.  His  love  for  Ethelinde,  as  it  is  defcribed, 
is  fcarcely  a  fault,   though  in  a  married  man.     It  crept  infen- 
libly  into  his  foul,  and  did  not  tarnifli  his  honour.     The  little 
envy,  the   flight  tranfitory  acrimony,  which  he  mult  fome- 
times  feel  on  feeing  Montgomery  preferred,  (hows  that  Mrs. 
Smith  meant  to  defcribe  a  human  being:  his  refilling  the  pre- 
valence of  every  felfifli  motive,  proves  that  the  objedl  in  her 
eye  was  an  honourable  one.     Mifs  Newenden,  the  female 
jockey;  Davenant  the  weak  young  man,  who  millakes  vice  for 
ipirit  j  the  whole  fketch  of  the  Ludford  family,  though  a  flight 
one ;  the  haughty  peer  lord  Hawkhurll ;  and  the  conceittd 
iipflart  Royilon,   are   mafterly  drawings,  well  difcriminated, 
and  fupported  with  great  judgment.     We  cannot  include  co- 
lonel Cheflerville  and  his  fon,  the  father  and  the  brother  of 
Ethelinde,  in  the  general  groop,  for  they  muft  be  feparately 
pointed  out.     The  thoughtlcfs  impetuofityj  the  violent  and 
fudden  tranfitions;  the  afl^eftionate  tcndernefsof  Harry  Chefter* 
ville,  even  when  his  conduct  is  mod  injurious  to  thofe  he  fondly 
Joves,  are  drawn  with  great  force,  juftnefs,  and  vivacity.     The 
family  of  Maltravers,  including  lady  Newenden,  we  have  feen  fo 
often  in  difl^erent  works,  that  they  have  no  longer  the  attraction  of 
novelty.  They  are  of  ufe,  however,  in  the  conduct  of  the  plan, 
and  they  are  properly,  as  well  as  chara£teriftically,  employed. 
The  ftory  we  have  faid  is  drawn  to  an  improper  length  :  it 
fatigues  from  its  expanfion,  and  breaks  from  the  finenefs  of 
Its  texture.    It  is,  however,  at  times  diverfified  Vvdth  ikill ;  and, 
if  the  whole  had  been  comprized  in  three  volumes,  would 
have  been  found  much  more  interefling.     The  dramatic  intro- 
duction of  the  flory  of  Ethelinde  is  excellently  well  managed. 
Some  of  the  befl  parts  of  this  work  are  the  defcriptions.    The 
approach  to  fir  Edward's  feat  at  Grafsmere  is  admirably  de-* 
fcribed. 

*  Their  road  became  now  more  flow  by  the  ncceflity  of  winding 
among  the  hills  j  and  every  mile  prefented  feme  new  beauty,  af- 
fording to  Ethelinde  the  purefl  and  moR  exquifite  delight.  At 
length  they  came  within  view  of  Grafsmere  water,  and  palTmg  be- 
tween two  enormous  fells — one  of  which  defcended,  clothed  with 
wood,  almoll  perpendicularly  to  the  lake  ;  while  the  other  hung 
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:,  In  bold  mafTes  of  flaring  rock — they  turned  round  a  fliarp 
point  formed  by  the  root  of  the  latter;  and  entering  a  lawn,  th^ 
abbey  embofomed  among  the  hills,  and  half  concealed  by  old 
elms  which  feemed  coeval  with  the  building,  appeared  with  its 
Gothic  windows,  ani  long  pointed  roof  of  a  pale  grey  ftone, 
bearing  every  where  the  marks  of  great  antiquity.  The  great 
projeding  buttrefTes  were  covered  with  old  fruit  trees,  which  from 
their  knotted  trunks  feemed  to  have  been  planted  by  the  iirft  inha^ 
bitants  of  the  manfion.  In  fome  of  the  windows  the  heavy  ilone 
work  iHll  remained,  and  they  were  totally  darkened  at  the  top  by 
ftained  glafs  :  in  others,  faljiea  had  been  fubftituted  ;  and  the  win- 
dows had  been  contraded  by  brick  work,  to  make  them  appear 
fquare  within  :  but,  even  in  thefe,  the  ftained  glafs  had  been  re* 
placed,  which  generally  reprefented  the  arms  of  Newenden  fur- 
charged  with  thofe  of  JBrandon.' 

Once  more. 

*  It  was  now  evening  :  the  lafl:  rays  of  the  fun  gave  a  dull  pur- 
ple hue  to  the  points  of  the  felly  which  rofe  abo^e  the  water  and 
the  park ;  while  the  reft,  all  in  deep  ftiadow,  looked  gloomily 
fublime.  Juft  above  the  talleft,  which  was  rendered  yet  more  dark 
by  the  wood  that  covered  its  fide,  the  evening  ftar  arofe  ;  and  was 
refleded  on  the  bofom  of  the  lake,  now  perfedly  ftill  and  anruf- 
fled.  Not  a  breeze  fighed  among  the  hills ;  and  nothing  was  heard 
but  the  low  murmur  of  two  or  three  diftant  waterfalls,  and  at  in- 
tervals the  fhort  foft  notes  of  the  woodlark,  the  only  bird  that 
iings  at  this  feafon  in  an  evening  (it  was  the  middle  of  Auguft). 

*  Ethelinde  having  traverfed  a  confiderable  part  of  the  planta-' 
tion,  principally  among  tall  firs,  planted  by  the  grandfather  of 
fir  Edward,  now  flopped  to  obferve  the  river,  which  flows  from 
the  lake  in  a  deep  and  fmooth  current,  and  keeping  its  way  under 
the  foot  of  an  enormous  mafs  of  rock,  fuddenly  crofles  the  park, 
and  takes  its  oourfe  near  the  abbey,  where  it  once  filled  what  \% 
bow  a  fofle  of  turf,  but  was  formerly  a  moat ;  from  which  being 
diverted,  it  wanders  away  through  green  enclofures,  till  other  hills 
jbonceal  its  further  progrcfs. 

*  A  rude  ftone  bridge  crofles  the  ftream ;  and  Ethelinde,  lean- 
ing over  the  wall,  looked  penflvely  at  the  water,  and  liftened  to  the 
rippling  current,  which  was  in  unifon  with  other  foothing  and  agree- 
able founds;  while  by  this  time  innumerable  ftars  were  reflededoa 
the  lake. 

*  Qui>  fe  fpiega  la  notte  il  fofco  veto 
Nel  mare  emul  al  cielo 
Piu  lucide,  piu  belle 
Moltiplicar  le  /telle, 

Metastasio.* 
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We  have  room  only  for  another  extra6l ;  and  It  mufi  be  a 
part  of  the  converfation  between  Montgomery  and  the  unfeel- 
ing brother  of  the  amiable  but  imprudent  col.  Chefterville,  at 
a  time  when  the  colonel  was  ruined  and  his  fon  in  prifon. 

'  Lord  Hawkurfl:  now  found  that  his  fraternal  affedjon  was  ex- 
pe<5led  to  exert  itfelf  beyond  the  trifling  ceremony  of  a  vifu.  He 
found  that  money  would  be  wanted  of  him  ;  and  where  to  get  it, 
or  how  to  part  with  it,  without  the  concurrence  of  his  wife,  he 
was  equally  at  a  lofs. 

<  It  was  lefs  difficult  to  blame  than  to  relieve.  **  Upon  my 
•word,  fir,"  cried  his  lordfliip,  '*  I  am  very  forry — very  forry  to 
hear  all  this.  The  more  fo  — the  more  fo,  Mr.  Montgomery,  be- 
caufe  I  give  you  my  word  of  honour  that  my  own  eflcite,  and  the 
places —  the  places  I  have  the  honour  to  be  entrufled  with  by  my 
Sovereign — are  barely,  barely  adequate — I  fay,  they  are  little  more 
than  adequate  to  the  fupport  of  my  houfe,  I  am  ailonilhed — really 
aftonifhed  at  the  — (what  fhall  I  call  it  ?)• — ^at  the  very  unfortunate 
turn  —  I  fay  the  unfortunate  turn,  Mr.  Chelierviile  has  taken.  It 
was  always  againft  my  advice — always,  I  give  you  my  word  of 
honour — that  he  was  indulged  in  expences — 1  fay  in  expences  — 
greatly  indeed  beyond  — yes  greatly  exceeding — the  expedations 
his  father  judicioufly — I  fay  judicioufly — fliould  have  entertained 
for  him.  I  am  fure  I  wilh  from  my  foul — I  do  indeed — from  my 
foul  I  with  that  it  was  in  my  power  to  aid — that  is,  to  give  effec- 
tual aid  to— to  remedy  the  difaftrous  ftate  v^hich — I  fay  which  Mr. 
Chellerville  has  unluckily  brought  himfeif  into — but  I  give  you 
my  word  of  honour — that  it  really  is  not;  and  I  mull  repeat,  that 
colonel  Che/ierville  has  been  wrong,  extremely  wrong—he  has 
upon  my  word  — and  has  afted  diametrically — I  fay  diametrically 
oppofite,  to  my  advice  and  wifhes." 

"  However  that  may  have  been  my  lord,"  fald  Montgomery, 
who  by  no  means  liked  the  inclination  he  obferved  to  cenfure  rather 
than  to  ferve,  **  I  perfuade  myfelf  you  will  not  fuffer  your  brother 
to  quit  the  world  without  having  the  confolation  of  feeing  you,  and 
of  knowing  that  he  leaves  in  your  lordlhip  a  friend  to  his  chil- 
dren." 

**  Upon  my  word,  fir,"  replied  his  lordfhip,  ''  Ifhould  be  ex- 
tremely forry — I  give  you  my  word  of  honour  I  fhould  be  much 
concerned — greatly  fo  indeed — to  appear  unkind  ;  and  if  my 
going  would  be  of  any  real  ufe  —  yet  1  own  it  is  extremely  incon- 
venient to  me  to  day — and " 

*  While  he  yet  hefitated,  and  continued  to  meditate  an  excufe, 
lady  Hawkuril,  who  was  going  out  with  her  daughters,  entered 
the  room  to  fpeak  to  him.  She  curtfeyed  flightly  to  Montgomery  ; 
and  her  lord,  who  feemed  glad  to  avail  himfeif  of  her  prcfence  to 
find  a  reafon  for  not  doing  what  he  had  no  inclination  to  do,  faid 
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— **  Lady  Hawkhurft,  my  brother,  colonel  Cheflervllle,  is  ilj, 
and  this  gentleman  is  To  good  as  to  come  to  inform  me  of  it ;  hovy 
are  my  engagements  for  tonight?  I  hardly  recolleft.** 

"   You  cannot  go  to  night,  my    lord  :  you  are  to  go  to  lady 

.  and  lady and  the  duchefs  of — ;  or  you  may 

cfcape  poiubly  a  moment  from,  orje  of  them,  as  I  fuppofe  you  have 
not  far  to  go  to  your  brother  r" 

"  Well  my  lord,'*  faid  Montgomery,  more  and  more  difguftcd 
and  difcouraged,  **  perhaps  fome  other  day,  before  it  is  too  late,. 
you  may  have  an  opportunity  of  feeing  the  colonel.  I  concluue  i; 
am  to  give  him  no  pofitive  hope  of  it ;  and  that  as  to  my  friend 
Harry " 

**  Why  I  give  you  my  word  of  honour,  Mr.  Montgomery,  it 
i§  not  at  this  moment  in  my  power  to  fay  how  far  it  will  be  poifible 
for  me  to  be  of  the  ufe  to  him,  which  unquellionably  I  would  be 
glad  tD  be  of — But  really '* 

"  What  does  he  want  done,  my  lord  ?"  faid  lady  Hawk- 
hurft. 

**  Why  Mr.  Chefterville  has  embarraiTcd,  himfelf,  as  you  know 
I  always  forefaw  ;  and  I  am  fure,  notwithftanding  the  little  attea- 
tion — I  fay  the  very  little  attention  that  has  ever  been,  by  any  pare 
of  that  family,  lent  to  my  opinion — I  fay,  notwithftanding  the  lit- 
tle deference  fhcvvn  me  on  all  occafions  relative  to  this  young  man, 
I  would  gladly,  I  give  you  my  word  of  honour,  contribute  to  his 
extrication  :   but  in  truth  the  claims — of  my  family — ** 

<*  To  be  fure,  my  lord,"  cried  his  lady,  taking  the  fpeecK 
from  him  to  finilh  it  herfelf — **  To  be  fure  1  your  own  family  have 
apd  ought  to  have  the  firft  claim,  and  I  rather  wonder  that  Mr. 
Chcllerville  fhould  think  of  fuch  an  application.*'  Pray  fir,**  ad.- 
ded  (he,  addrefling  herfelf  to  Montgomery,  *<  do  not  let  him  fup- 
pofe that  he  has  any  dependence  on  my  lord.  He  ought  not  to 
have  lun  through  his  fortune.  My  fon,  who  has  fomewhat  mora 
preteniions,  I  think,  never  made  more  figure  about  town  than  young 
Chefterville,  nor  played  deeper  j  and  as  to  my  daughters — ^lady 
Sophia  and  lady  Helen  and  lady  Amelia — neither  of  them  have  had 
half  the  expence  lavifned  on  them  as  mifs  Cheucrville  has.  ' Twas 
all  very  well  if  the  girl  had  gone  off;  but  you  fee  it  does  not  al-  • 
ways  fucceed  ;  I  find  fhe*s  not  m.arried  yet.** 

We  had  marked  a  few  bkmiflies  ;  but  Horace  lies  at  our 
elbow;  and,  we  rccolle^l  that  when  there  are  many  excellen- 
cies, trifling  errors,  he  tells  us,  (liouid  not  offend.  We  religi- 
ouily  bow  to  his  decifion,  and  can  truly  teil  Mrs.  Smith  that 
her  merits  are  great^  her  faults  very  few,  and  comparatively 
inconfiderable. 
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A Vi^urefqiie  'Dcfcrlption  of  Switzerland.  TranJIafedfrom  the 
French  of  the  A^arquis  de  Langk.  Svo,  35.  fewed.  Fow- 
ler. 1 791. 

^TpHIS  is  a  pleafing  little  performance,  and  gives  a  lively  and 

-*-    diftindt  idea  of  an  interefling  country. 

*  Let  it  not  furprize  the  reader,  (fays  our  author  in  his  firfl: 
chapter,)  if  I  fiiould  fly  from  one  place  to  another,  for  I  have 
rambled  feveral  times  over  Switzerland,  and  always  on  foot.. 
My  remarks  were  for  the  mofl  part  written  without  order  and 
without  conne6lion:  fometimes  under  the  (hade  of  a  tree,  anu  at 
other  times  by  the  iide  of  a  rivulet. — I  was  not  then  aftaated  by 
the  wild  and  ambitious  prefumption  of  compofing  a  work  dcfcrip-* 
tive  of  that  country.  Every  thing  that  occurred  to  my  fugitive 
ideas  and  vagrant  perambulations,  is  here  briefly  narrated.  A  child 
may  guefs  my  meaning.* 

We  are  at  a  lofs  to  reconcile  the  defcrlption  of  Augufle  or 
Augft,  in  p.  3,  as  being  a  little,  dirty,  obfcure  Village,  com- 
pofed  of  about  twenty  or  thirty  houfes,  with  the  view  of  this 
place  prefixt  to  the  title. 

In  p.  6.  the  marquis  exprefTes  aftonifhment  and  regret  that 
the  Roman  cement,  fo  ftrong  and  fo  durable,  fhould  remain 
a  fecret  to  us ;  but  in  this  he  is  miftaken,  and  if  he  had  looked 
into  the  Scaligerana  he  might  have  found  an  account  of  the 
three  ftrong  cements  known  to  the  ancients. 

As  fpecimens  of  our  author's  manner  we  fhall  tranfcribe 
his  reflections  on  the  lake  of  Bienne,  remarkable  for  the  refi- 
dence  of  Roufleau ;  and  his  account  of  the  death  of  Mau- 
pertuis. 

*  It  is  the  Valais — it  Is  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  where  one  ought  Ko 
ramble;  — it  is  to  the  fummits  of  Gemmi,  of  Grimfel,  of  Turca 
of  St.  Gothard,  that  one  ought  toafcend; — or,  if  otherwife  dif- 
pofed,  to  loiter  along  the  lakes  of  Sempach,  of  Thun,  of  Gene- 
va, of  Bienne. 

*  No — I  Ihall  never  forget  the  lake  of  Bienne.  I  was  return- 
ing from  the  ifland  of  St.  Peter — I  was  on  the  road  to  Nidau — I 
had  croflTed  this  fine  lake  ; — It  was  feven  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
The  day  had  been  fcorching  hot — the  night  was  charming — the 
air  refreftiing — the  heaven  ferene  : — there  were  neither  wind  nor 
clouds; — it  was  a  total  calm  ; — the  elements  of  air  and  water — all 
nature  fcemed  inanimate.  Every  thing  was  in  my  favour.  Every 
ilroke  of  the  oars  infpired  me  with  fome  new  idea  — fome  new 
pleafure  — or  recalled  to  my  memory  fome  new  delight.  I  never 
had  fuch  a  full  and  complete  enjoyment  of  my  exiftence — I  never 
had  fo  much  occafion  to  pour  out  and  to  embofom  my  mind — my 

imagination 
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■Jmagination  had  nearly  ftifled  me  : — it  fcorched,  it  darted  upon 
fvery  thing,  penetrated  every  thing,  and  embraced  the  whole  cre- 
ation.    O  \  lake  of  Bienne,  I  hope  once  more  to  revifit  you.' 

•  At  Dornach  the  tomb  of  Maupertuis  is  to  be  feen.  This 
philofopher  removed  to  that  place  from  Bale,  for  the  change  of  air, 
and  fcarce  had  he  arrived  there  but  he  fell  dangeroudy  ill.  When 
he  perceived  his  diflblution  approaching,  he  ordered  his  attendants 
to  cfirry  him  to  the  infirmary  of  the  Capuchins  ac  Dornach.  The 
fpirit  of  grace,  no  doubt  en  the  watch  for  him,  attended,  ob- 
ferved  and  dire£led  all  his  fteps ;  for  immediately  forgetting  the 
Poles  and  the  Laplanders,  and  the  hyperborean  regions  and  Vol- 
taire, Maupertuis  confefled  himlelf. to  a  priell,  believed  in  God> 
loved  God,  and  died  with  his  head  full  of  projedls  for  eternity  ! 
iitheifm  alfo  has  its  cowards.' 

But  more  inftru6live  are  the  obfervations  of  the  marquis  on 
a  different  fubje6l,  and  we  repeat  them  with  a  figh  for  hu- 
manity. 

*  The  hofpital  of  Bafil  claims  a  reputation,  which  It  is  far 
from  deferving ;  the  diresSiors  of  it  arc  accufed  of  robbery  and 
mifmanagement.  To  the  difgrace  of  the  human  heart,  it  may  be 
fairly  aflerted,  that  there  is  nothing  facred  from  its  rapacity ;  in- 
digence itfelf  is  pillaged,  and  ii  commits  its  depredations  within 
even  thefe  afylums.  It  condefcends  to  pilfer  rags,  it  tithes  foup, 
it  diminiihes  bandages,  it  lefTens  the  dimenfions  of  a  trucklebed, 
and  even  cribs  from  the  nails  that  are  dellined  for  a  coffin.' 

This  difgufting  pi£lure  may  be  well  contrafled  by  the  ac- 
count of  the  fociety  of  emulation  and  compaflion  at  Bafil, 
in  p.  50,  51.  The  objeds  of  their  charity  are  thofe  mod  de- 
ferving, who,  to  ufe  the  emphatic  language  of  our  poet, 

*  Are  hufh'd  in  patient  wretched nefs  at.  home.' 
Genteel  families  who  have  fallen  into  indigence — young  wo- 
men whom  misfortunes  might  lead  to  diihonoui — the  {hop- 
keeper,  the  mechanic  burthened  with  a  numerous  famil^of 
children — widows,  and  orphans.  9' 

In  chapter  xvi.  the  few  manufactures  of  Switzerland  are 
mentioned,  and  the  averfion  of  the  inhabitants  to  agriculture 
is  ftated.  The  Swifs  import  corn  and  provifions  from  the 
Milanefe,  from  France,  from  Alface,  Swabia,  and  Baden. 
Chapter  xviii.  informs  us  that  the  famous  tomb  of  madam 
Langhans  is  the  work  of  Nahl,  a  young  Swedifti  fculptor, 
who  afterwards  went  to  London,  where  he  died  a  prifoner 
for  debt.  The  account  of  the  national  feflival  in  honour  of 
Swif?  patriotifm,  ch.  xxi.  is  particularly  interefting. 

The 
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The  tranflator  has  fpoiled  the  known  tale  of  the  French 
ambafTador,  p.  153,  by  transforming  a  (limip-cup  into  *  wine 
of  Etrier.*  His  language  is  fometimes  not  Englifh,  witnefs 
this  fentence  in  p.  168^  '  I  am  inclined  to  coalefce  in  this  po- 
pular opinion.'  Some  of  his  notes,  howevef,  are  valuable  for 
new  information,  and  for  the  correction  of  errors  in  the 
text.^ 

The  bridge  of  Schaffhoufen  defervedly  attracts  our  author's 
attention. 

•  The  only  thing  that  can  really  exxite  the  attention  of  the 
judicious  ftranger,  is  totally  difregarded  by  the  inhabitants;  I 
mean  the  wooden  bridge  thrown  acrofs  the  Rhine.  This  bridge, 
which  is  342  feet  long,  is  entirely  covered  with  a  roof  from  one 
extremity  to  the  other,  and  is  fo  contrived,  that  there  is  no  ne- 
ceffity  for  any  arches  to  fupport  it.  Every  time  that  a  carriage 
travels  along,  it  yields  to  the  preffure,  fwings  from  one  fide  to  the 
other,  and  reems  ready  to  give  vi/ay  ;  it  is,  however,  remarkably 
fafe,    and  has  remained  in  the  fame  fituation  for  many  years. 

'  This  fmgular  eredtion  is  the  work  of  a  fimple  carpenter,  of 
the  canton  of  Appenzel,  called,  Grubbenman.  It  is  averted, 
that  the  whole  bridge  confiils  entirely  of  one  arch,  and  that  th^ 
pier,  which  is  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  was  added  at  the 
particular  defire  of  the  magiftrates  of  Schaffhoufen,  who  were  at 
Once  aiionifhed  and  affrighted  at  the  boldnefs  of  the  undertaking. 

*  It  is  really  fiu-priling,  that  a  peafant  fliould  have  achieved  a 
work,  which  feems  to  indicate  fuch  a  fuperior  knowledge  in  the 
principles  of  mechanics.' 

We  are  furprized  to  find  the  noted  infcription  at  Murten  or 
Murat,  p.  194,  on  the  defeat  of  Charles  duke  of  Burgundy 
A.  D.  1476,  afcribed  to  the  celebrated  Hailer,  and  faid  to 
liave  been  added  within  thefe  few  years  ;  while  it  may  be  found 
in  Burnet's  Travels,  j^nd  other  works  of  Uil  century. 

The  lall  chapter  is  on  Geneva,  an  interefting  theme.  The 
inhabitants  are  computed  at  60,000  -y  and  thofe  of  the  fmall 
territory  under  its  jurifdi<Ction  at  l6,0C0.  The  public  library 
is  A  noble  inftitution ;  and  it  is  fmgular,  as  the  tranflator  re- 
mancs,  that  Great  Britain  fliould  be  the  only  country  in  whofe 
cities  fuch  foundations  are  unknown.  We,  however,  learn  that 
Edinburgh  intends  to  add  this  to  her  many  new  edifices  of 
utility  and  decoration. 

This  little  work  mufl  be  recommended  as  fraught  with  much 
iuHru^lon.  and  amufement. 


^harnia-* 
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Pharmacopeia  Collegii   Regalis  Afcdlcorum    Londinevjis.   New 
Edltioru    ^^jo.     4^.     hoards.     ]oJinlon.      1791. 

A  CCIDENT  only  brought  this  new  edition  to  our  view, 
"^^  for  vvc  could  not  fufpeft  that  the  royal  authority,  given 
to  a  difpcr.fatory  then  prepared,  could  confirm  cvcxy  future 
change*,  nor  fuppofc  that  what  had  been  the  labour  of  many 

ears  was  fo  imperfect  as  to  require  f?equcnt  alterations.  "  In 
r  former  review,    we  had  not  the  airiftance  of  a  narrative : 

cool  impofmg,  folemnity  guarded  the  inanity  of  fome  part 
the  reformation,  and  fupported  a  few  fufpicious  changes, 
Reafons  that  were  not  given,  we  could  not  judge  of  j  and  what 
we  were  inclined  to  blame,  fo  cautious  were  the  editors,  might 
have  been  well  founded.  The  mill  begins  now  to  clear  :  we 
perceive  that  much  has  been  done  in  hafte;  much  without  re- 
detlion,  and  many  parts  are  fliil  erroneous.  Phyficians  and 
apothecaries  are  dire<£led  to  follow  the  fteps  of  the  college  : 
what  Heps  are  they  to  follow  ?  A  fellow  of  a  college  orders 
t\\t  linimentum  camphorse  compofitum :  the  apothecary  can 
find  no  fuch  medicine  ;  and  yet  he  poflefles  the  fplendid  quar* 
to,  with  all  the  apparatus  of  a  preface,  authority,  both  medi* 
cal  and  civil.  Even  a  provincial  phyfician,  in  his  cpiftolary 
correfpondence  with  the  fellows  of  the  college  in  London, 
hears,  for  the  firil  time,  of  an  extraftum  haematoxyli.  To  what 
mull  he  have  recourfe  ?  Even  the  error  of  an  ounce  for  a 
pound,  in  the  4to.  volume,  was  advertifed  with  a  folemnity 
which  would  lead  any  impartial  enquirer  to  fuppofe  that,  with 
this  alteration  the  formula  was  practicable,  while  a  much  more 
elTential  error  remained,  and  is  even  now  uncorrefted  ;  but 
numerous  alterations  have  been  fince  made,  with  little  more 
information  than  is  daily  given  and  dlfrcgarded  — *  A  new  edi- 
tion with  additions,  &c.' — In  (hort,  if  we  muft  fpeak  a  plain 
truth,  the  corrections  and  alterations  were  fo  rafh,  fo  tri^iing^ 
and  fo  numerous,  that  the  former  edition  is  little  noticed : 
the  college  have  taken  the  only  method  to  bring  it  completely 
into  difrepute ;  for  it  is  impolTible  to  know  where  innovation 
will  end,  and  having  learned  one  new  language,  a  few  years 
may  produce  another. 

Whatever  may  be  our  own  opinions.  It  Is  our  duty  to  no- 
tice the  progreffive  changes,  and  to  follow  every  varying  fa- 
ihion,  and  every  veering  fancy  of  phiiofophers,  much  lefs  ref- 
pe£lable  than  the  members  of  tlie  Royal  College.  It  is  not 
our  faults,  that,  in  this  progrefs,  much  Ihould  occur  to  excite 
difapprobation,  and  that  even  the  praife  which  we  can  be- 
(low  is  at  the  expence  of  former  errors.  Our  review  of  th^ 
great  reformed  edition  will  at  leaft  evince  that  we  are  neither 
actuated  by  prejudice  nor  refentment. 
Crit.  Rev.  N.  Ar.  ^II.)  Sept.  1791.  F  In 
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In  the  materia  medica  there  arc  few  alterations.  With  refp€<3; 
to  the  botanical  names  of  fome  plants,  whiofe  different  parts  are 
medicinal.,  the  college  preferve  the  fame  filence :  is  it  that  they 
refolve  not  to  leai'n  what  they  were  once  ignorant  of?  or  that 
they  with  not  to  difpenfe  knowledge  too  liberally.     We  cart 
fcarcely  fuppofe  the  iail  to  be  true,  for  diey  have  condefcenJ- 
cd  to  inform  us,  that  the  caftor  is  *  materia  in  folliculo,  propc? 
anum  Tito,  collecla  ;'  arjd  the  mulk,  *  materia  in  folliculo  prope 
uvnbilicum  fito,  collecVa/     Thofe  who  a«dmire  ztio.  anatoraic.U 
accuracy  of  thefe  defcriptions,  will  {till  be  at  a  lofs  for  the 
meaning  of  the  word- /7w/^fr;  and,  when  they  have  been  at 
fome  p^ilns  to  afcertain  the  fadt,  will  regret  that  the  college 
had  not  faved  them  the  labour,  by  fubltituting  humor  excre- 
tus,  infpiffatu's.    They  w^ill  regret  this  the  more,  fmce  the  edi- 
tors have  fometinies  added  explanations  of  no  polhble  fervice 
;is  they  Hand-,  and. fome  that  really  miflead  :  for  inftance,  op- 
pofite  to  ictliyocolla  is  *  accipenfcr  Ruthenus  &  Hufo-,'  oppo- 
ftte  to  fperma  ceti,  fevum  ccti  cryftallizatum.     Would  any 
one  from  thence  fuppofe  that  the  icthyocolla  was  m.ade  of  the 
membranes  of  almolt  every  large  filh,  and  particularly  from 
the  air  bladders,  agglutinated  ?  Would  they  not  think  too,  that 
tlie  fperma  ceti  was  univcrfally  diffufed,  and  not  confnied  to 
the  ventricles  of  the  brain  .of  on-e  fpecies  of  whale  only?    In 
their  reje(3;ion  of  pharmaceutical  jargon,  they  might  have  found 
that  ceti  was  not  the  genitive  of  cete. 

Another  error,  for  errors  may  arife  from  a  fludied  affecta- 
tion of  accuracy  and  rehncment,.  relates  alfo  to  the  materia 
medica.     In  this  lilt,  the  parts  of  different  fubftances  ufed  in 
medicine  are  mentioned  as  ufual ;  but,  in   the  prefciptions, 
•where  one  part  is  only  directed  in  the  materia  medica,  the 
plant  alone  is  generally  mentioned.     Thus,  in  the  iirft  in- 
flance  which  occrrs^  initead  of  feminum  anethi,  in  tlie  pre-  i 
paration  of  aqua  aitJthi,  it  is  *  anethi  contufi*  only  :  the  fame 
occurs  in  the  fennel  izt^X^  chamomile  flowers,  anife  feed,  pep- 
permint, fpear  mint,  and  almoil  every  vegetable.       May  not 
the  fludent  in  pharmacy,  and  in  truth  the  proiicient^  take  any 
part  of  the  plant  indifcriminateJy  ^     And  who  would  blame 
him,  when  in  the  preceding  form.ulse,  in  this  fame  editiou,, 
he  had  read  cortich  cinchoniE  (a  new  nanae  for  the  cortex  Pe- 
ruvianus)   and  feminum  cardamomi,  though   of  the  fiifl  the 
bark,  and  of  the  fecond  the  feeds,  aa-e  exciiifively  enumerated 
as  n>edicines. 

Of  the  omiffions,  the  oi>Jy  inftance  is  the  cinnabar  :  the  on>- 
]y  addition  is  cervus,  cornu.     The  changes,  bcfides  thofe  al- 
ready hinted  at,  are  in  the  explanations,  fuccus  fpiffatus  is 
added  to  the  catechu  \  coccus  cadtito  cocciuellai  the  diiliniiioii' 
■■' of 
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*f  ^ummi  Gambienfe  is  omitted,  oppofite  to  the  gum  kino  J 
mentha  viridis  L.  is  added  explanatory  of  the  mentha  fativa, 
inllead  of  the  mentlia  fpicata  of  Hudfon,  and  lulphur  lubli- 
matum  placed  oppofite  to  flores  fulphuris*  The  few  changea 
in  the  alphabetical  pofition  we  need  fcarcely  notice :  the  nux 
mofchata  is  called  myriaicx  frudus ;  and  we  prefume  our 
readers  may  know  that  hccmatoxylum  is  the  lignum  campe* 
chenfe.  From  this  fliort  Iketch,  in  which  we  have  faithfully 
recorded  every- change,  our  readers  will  not  probably  thmk 
themfelves  greatly  benefited  by  the  maturer  judgment  of  the 

college.  1  .  n         1    t       J 

In  the  reft  of  the  work  the  alterations  are  chiefly  verbal,  and 
the  additions  are  few.  We  fhall  notice  every  thing  of  im- 
portance, except  the  language,  which  is  often  altered,  and 
fcarcely  ever  amended.  The  abruptnefs  and  inelegance  of  the 
imperative  ftill  remains  in  full  force. 

In  the  preparation  of  pulps,  the  water  is  ordered  to  be  at 
laft  evaporated  in  a  fait  bath.  In  the  extradion  of  the  pulp 
of  the  caflla  fiftularis,  the  folution  is  ordered  to  be  ftrained 
through  a  fieve,  and  afterwards  pulped.  To  the  extrads,  the 
extradtum  papaveris  albi,  perhaps  for  good  rcafons,  is  added. 
The  aqua  kali  is  now  the  aqu^  kali  pr?eparati,  and  at  the  end 
of  the  direa:ions  for  preparing  the  aqua  kali  puri,  the  chemilt 
is  direfted  to  boil  the  lime  with  the  folution  for  five  minutes. 
If  the  college  had  formerly  ordered  the  pulvis  antimonialis  to 
be  calcined  in  a  white  heat  for  two  hours,  as  they  have  done 
in  the  prefent  edition,  phyficians  would  not  have  found  the 
medicine  fo  uncertain  in  its  efFe£l:s. 

The  preparation  of  the  hydrargyrus  acetatus  is  now  morf 
meat  and  corre6t :  we  (hall  tranfcrbe  it. 

«  R  Hydrargyri  purificati  ^  ^ 

Acidi  nitrofi  diluti  fingulorum  P  librara  dimidiani 
Kali  acetati  P  unclas  tres 
Aqute  diftillatx  tepidx  M.  libras  duas  ^ 
Hydrargyrum  cum  acido  nitrofo  diluto  mifce  in  v»fc  vitreo, 
&'leni   calore  digere    per  horas   xxiv.    ut   folv.    hydrargy- 
rus.      Hydrargyrum  nitratum,  ita  prxparatum,    efFunde   m 
kali  acetatum   aqua  tepida  (90°.)  prius  folutum,  ut  fiat   hy- 
drargyrus acetatus  •,  huhc  aqua  diftlUata  frigida  primiim  lava, 
deinde  aqua  d'lfnllata  fervcnte  qua  fatis  fitfolvc,     Liquorem 
per  chartam  cola  et  feponeut  cryftalli  fiant.' 

In  the  preparation  of  the  hydrargyrus  muriatus,  the  pro- 
portions are  altered,  and  two  pounds  of  the  metal  are  now  to 
be  diiiblved  in  thirty  ounces  by  weight  of  vitriolic,  aeid,  with 
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fpur  pounds  of  dry  fea-falt.  The  dlreftions  for  the  prepara-. 
tion  of  the  powder  of  tin  are  a  little  more  explicit  and  per- 
fpicuous. 

Among  the  diftilled  fpirits  we  find  the  old  tin£l:ura  laven- 
dul.e  compofita,  under  the  name  of  fpiritus  lavendulrs  compo- 
fitus ;  and  in  the  preparation  of  alcohol,  the  alkali  is  ordered 
to  be  heated  to  200^.  In  the  preparation  of  fpiritus  cctherls 
vitriolici,  they  inform  the  operator,  that  he  may  fave  a  little 
of  the  oleum  dulce,  after  the  operation  j  but  to  lave  expencc 
has  fcarcely,  in  any  other  inflance,  been  the  obje£l  of  the 
college. 

Among  the  deco6lions,  befides  the  changes  of  title  already 
mentioned,  the  decotl:ion  hellebori  is  dlilinguilhed  by  the  ad- 
dition of  albl  •,  and  a  ludicrous  inflance  of  the  error  formerly 
mentioned  occurs  in  the  decodum  ulmi.  R.  Ulmi  recentis 
contufse,  &c. — literally  take  of  frcfli  elm  pounded:  as  it  may 
not  be  neceirary  to  take  a  tree  of  20  years  old,  we  hope  the 
cx)llege  will  admit  of  a  young  one  about  5  or  6,  for  it  can 
have  no  virtue  if  it  is  younger.  In  that  cafe  the  preparation  may 
be  made  in  fix  months,  and  the  decocllon  drank,  if  the  patient 
is  careful  and  refolute,  in  about  twelve  months.  The  mu- 
cilago  tragacanthx  is  added,  which  is  a  fmooth,  ufeful  mu- 
cilage, and  would  have  been  ilill  ufed,  if  not  ordered,  as  it  has 
been  for  30  years  pad. 

Among  the  tin£lures  are  a  new  preparation  of  bark,  tinc- 
tura  cinconx'  ammoniata ;  and  of  iron,  tin61:ura  ferri  ammo- 
niacalis.  Thefe  may  probably  be  fometiraes  ufeful :  the  tinc- 
tura  zinzibcris  can  fcarcely  excel  in  any  inftance  the  tinftura 
aromatica»-in  modern  language,  tin6lura  cardamomi  com- 
pofita. 

The  fird  of  the  mixtures,  the  mixtura  camphorata,  is  pro- 
perly a  folution,  and  a  very  trifling  inefficatious  one.  The 
mixtura  cretacea  is  greatly  injured  by  taking  away  one  half  of 
the  gum  Arabic.  The  lac  amygdalse  fhould  have  been  ordered 
in  the  quantity  of  four  ounces,  inftead  of  two  pints,  for  as  it 
is  prepared,  it  will  foon  feparate  and  grow  rancid.  In  the  vo- 
latile aromatic  fpirit,  the  college  have  ordered  the  oil  of  cloves, 
inftead  of  the  oil  of  nutmegs. 

The  mella  medlcata  are  now  melllta;  and  the  fimple  oxy- 
mel  is  mel  acetatum,  though  we  fee  no  reafon  for  a  change 
while  the  other  oxymelsrem.ain. 

The  pulveres  are  trita  in  pulverem ;  and  in  the  titles  of 
the  powders,  confifting  of  aloes — aloeticus  is  conflantly  chang- 
ed to  aloes :  the  pulvis  aloeticus,  is  pulvis  aloes  cum  canella,; 
but  as  it  confiils  of  two  ingredients,  a  (light  change  cum  parte 
■  quadrante  canellse,  would  have  favcd  the  trouble  of  the  pre- 

7  fcriptio*. 
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fcriptlon.  A  number  of  alterations  equally  infignificant  occur 
in  the  names  of  the  powders  and  the  troclics. 
.-  The  piilulie  ex  aloe  are  now  pillulas  aloes  compofit^c,  altered 
only  bv  adding  two  fcruples  of  the  oil  of  carui.  The  piiiulx 
e  gummi  are  now  qalled,  wc  know  not  why,  the  pillulx  gal- 
bani  coniponttt.  The  mercury  in  the  pillulse  hydrargyri,  in- 
0"c;id  of  ex  hydrargyro,  is  now  divided  with  three  drachms  of 
coiiferve  of  roles,  iailead  of  two  drachms  of  foft  liquorice, 
which  alters  the  proportion  of  mercury,  a  circumftance  of  fome 
importance,  and  makes  a  pill  of  a  very  indiiFerent  confillence. 
The  changes  from  ex  opio  to  opii,  e  fcilla  to  fcillae,  with  fome 
fimilar  ones,  we  need  not  ftay  to  notice.  We  alluded  in  tlie 
beginning  of  this  article  to  the  confe(Slio  aromatica.  As  it 
now  occurs  to  us  in  the  order,  let  us  look  at  it,  after  the  repeated 
enquiries,  examinations,  and  corre6lions  of  the  college.  Three 
pints  of  water  are  added  to  half  a  pound  of  zedoary  in  powder, 
and  as  much  fadron.  The  liquor  which  llrains  off,  after  ma- 
ceration, is  direcled  to  be  evaporated  to  a  pint  and  a  half.  It 
would  not  have  been  aniifs,  if  the  college  had  enquired  how 
much  would Jl rain  off^  after  maceration  in  thefe  powders  for 
24  hours.  The  powders  will  retain  the  greateft  part,  and  the 
chemift  will  feel  himfclf  at  a  lofs  to  evaporate  about  half  a 
pint,  to  a  pint  and  a  half.  It  is  not  the  only,  and  fcarcely  the 
erofleft  in  (lance  of  inattention  even  in  this  corre6led  edition. 
It  would,  for  inftance,  have  been  proper,  before  the  formula  for 
the  ol.  fulphuris  had  been  fo  often  printed,  to  have  feen  it  made. - 
Four  ounces  of  fulphur  to  fixteen  of  olive  oil  !  Half  the  quan- 
tity would  make  it  of  greater  confidence  than  a  bilfam;  and 
the  M'hole  will  make,  when  cold,  a  very  ftiff  ele^lary. 

To  the  titles  of  ointments  and  liniments,  compoficum  is  often 
added;  and  it  has  occalioned  fome  difficulties  to  afcertain  the 
reafon.  It  is  not  that  there  is  a  fimple  preparation  of  the 
fame  kind ;  it  is  not  ov/ing  to  the  formula  containing  other 
ingredients,  for,  in  fimilar  circumftances,  we  find  it  fome- 
times  omitted.  Perhaps  the  compofitor  feeing,  in  thefe  in- 
ftances,  numerous  ingredients,  thought  it  might  have  a  charm, 
as  a  country  bookfeller,  feeing  nitide  added  to  various  books 
in  the  London  catalogues,  added  indifcriminately  to  every 
article,  what  perhaps  no  article  deferved. 

The  arrangement  is  fometimes  altered ;  but  in  fo  few  for- 
mulae arrangement  is  of  little  importance  :  at  prefent,  it  is  not 
pharmaceutical;  it  is  not  chemical;  it  is  neither  fimple  nor 
convenient.  The  mercurial  pills  are  feparated  from  the  other 
mercurials,  the  setherial  preparations  of  a  fimilar  nature  are 
far  dillant.  Equal  inconveniences  occur  in  almoft  every  ftep ; 
4nd,  after  three  years  experience,  we  can  fcarcely  in  any  view 
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recommend  the  London  Pharmacopeia,  as  complete,  correct, 
or  ufeful. 


Foctical  Effays  on  the  following  Subjedi.  Ihe  principal  Errors 
and  Corruptions  of  Men,  The  excellency  of  Rcajon  and  of  Vir^ 
tue^  The  Freedom  and  other  Powers  of  the  human  Mindy  The 
fpiritual  Nature  of  the  Soul-,  The  Foundation  and  Reality  of 
human  Knowledge,  and  of  human  Happinefs,  PPlth  a  preli^ 
minary  Ejjay,  in  Profe,  containing  a  fummary  of  the  Author'' s 
•principal  Tenets,  and  of  thofc  which  he  condemns,  IVith 
Notes  explanatory,  i^c.     ^vo^     "^s,  fcwed,    Dcbrett.      1 791. 

'T^HE  preHminary  eflay,  which  precedes  thofe  that  are  poeti* 
-■•  cal,  is  by  far  the  greater  part  of  this  work  \  and  the  au- 
thor deUvers  in  it  his  own  fentimencs,  and  examines  thofe  of 
others  with  much  franknefs  and  intrepidity.  The  invelligation 
of  truth  is  his  avowed  obje6l :  to  that  he  profeflcs  having  de- 
dicated a  confiderable  part  of  his  time  ;  and  with  what  fuccefs 
he  leaves  the  public  to  decide.  To  eltablifli  his  theory  upon 
;i  proper  foundation,  he  requefts  to  be  allowed  the  following 
poilulata  and  axioms,  which  he  prefumes  no  reafonable  perfon 
can  deny  or  doubt. 

*  Populates,  I.  Grant  it  poflible  that  fir  Ifaac  Newton,  Mr. 
Locke,  Defcartes,  Mallebranche,  Ariftode,  and  Plato,  were  not 
infallible  at  all  times  during  their  lives ;  and  that,  therefore,  they 
may  have  erred  in  feme  points. 

*  2.  Grant  it  poflible  that  any  other  man,  or  body  of  men,  may 
have  erred  ii>  fome  inftances  where  the  contrary  has  not  yet  bjen 
^lemonftrated,  and  until  that  be  demonllrated, 

*  Axioms.  I,  To  believe  any  man,  or  body  of  men,  to  be  in- 
fallible, becaufe  we  are  told  fo  by  others,  who  have  not  yet  been 
proved  to  be  infallible  themfelves.  and  on  that  account  to  give  up 
theufeof  our  underftandings  to  follow  implxitly  their  dilates,  is 
building  what  is  called  an  infallible  faith  upon  a  moll  fallible 
foundation, 

*  2.  It  never  can  be  proved  to  any  perfon  that  any  particular 
propofuion,  tenet,  or  opinion,  is  either  true  or  falfe  until  that 
perfon  be  firft  made  to  underftand,  not  only  what  irs  proved,  but 
alfo  the  reafons  or  arguments  by  which  it  is  proved. 

*  C^rro/Z^ry,— Hence  it  follows  undeniably,  that  without  the 
light  and  guidance  of  the  underftanding  and  reafon,  truth,  error, 
jind  falfehood  can  never  in  any  one  propofition  he  rightly  di- 
jflinguilhed  from  each  other. 

*  3.  Suppofmgany  man,  or  body  of  men  (any  prelate,  council, 
or  fynod  for  inftance),  to  be  infallible  in  framing  articles  of  faith 
for  the  people,  yet  tUe  faith  of  thofe  people  mult  Itill  be  fallible  as 
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•lon^  as  ihey  continue  liable  to  mifunderftard  thofe  articles ;  which 
they  mull  always  be,   until  they  become  infallible  themfelvcs. 

*  4.  No  wife  or  juil  pcrlbn,  vv.ioever  or  whatever  he  be,  can 
deliberately  require  any  other  pc-rfon  to  do  what  he  certainly  knows 
that  he  cannot  do  ;  what  he  knows  to  be  impoiTible  for  that  other 
psrfon  to  perform.  How  much  lefs,  then,  will  the  God  of  perfeifl 
wifdom  and  juftice  require  or  command  his  children  to  do  any 
thing  which  he  knows  that  they  cannot  do  ;  which  he  has  not 
thought  fit  to  give  them  a  fufficicnt  power  or  ability  to  perform. 

-*  5  .  An  infalhble  faith  in  every  article  cannot  jiully  be  required 
of  a  fallible  man ;  dilirence,  fmcerity,  and  fidelity  are  required 
of  us:  and  net  infallibility. 

*  6.  The  faith  and  virtue  required  of  every  particular  man,  is 
no  other  than  fuch  as  may  reafonably  be  required  of  a  perfon  of 
his  Ihare  of  talents,  abilities,  and  advantages ;  or,  in  other  words, 
by  a  perfeclly  rational  and  wiie  judge  ;  nothing  in  the  ieaft  degree 
unrcafonablc  will  ever  be  required  of  any  one. 

*  7.  A  perfon  may  know,  with  the  utmoft  certainty,  that  a 
thing  (himfelf  for  inftance)  exiiis  without  having  any  knowledge 
at  all  of  the  manner  how  it  exilb. 

*  8.  If  a  perfon  can  know  with  certainty  when  any  particular 
fenfation,  motive,  or  objeft  aftei^s  his  mind,  he  muft  alfo  know 
with  the  fame  certainty  when  it  does  not  afl'edl  his  mind. 

*  9.  There  is  not  any  number,  quantity,  or  thing,  which  can 
be -equal  to,  or  lefs  than  nothing;  or  every  real  number,  quantity, 
or  thing,  is  greater  than  nothing. 

'  10.  A  greater  quantity  can  never  in  any  cafe  be  taken  from 
a  leifer. 

*  II.  Nothing  (or  an  abfolute  negation  of  all  exiftence)  can 
have  no  powers  or  qu-ilities  whatever,  neither  quantity,  part,  nor 
number,  fituation,  figure,  nor  motion,  cannot  be  multiplied  or 
divided,  or  in  any  Vv'ife  diminlihcd,  nor  can  it  have  any  connection 
with  any  real  exiftence,  or  be  in  any  manner  or  degree  the  cauie 
or  occafion  of  any  thing.  N.  B.  In  arithmetic,  ciphers,  or  [00] 
when  on  the  left  hand  of  integral  numbers,  or  on  the  right  of  de- 
cimals, or  when  alone,  reprelent  or  fignify  nothing;  but  when  on 
the  right  hand  of  integers,  they  have  as  real  and  pofitive  a  mean- 
ing as  the  figns  have  in  algebra  ;  v.g.  one  cipher  fignities  that  the  in- 
tegral number  on  the  right  of  which  it  {lands,  is  one  degr(^e  above 
units,  thus,  [20];  two  ciphers,  that  it  is  two  degrees  above,  thus 
[200]  ;  three  ciphers,  that  it  is  three  degrees  removed  from'  units  ; 
and  fo  on  according  to  our  rules  of  numeration.  ^      * 

*  12.  Our  manner  of  confidering  things,  whether  abftrafteiiiy, 
by  a  general  view,  or  experimentally,  by  examining  particular  , 
<:annoi  in  the  leall  degree  alter  the  nature  of  the.  things  themiciv.:. 

F  4  there- 
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therefore,  whatever  is  really  tree  in  theory  muft  always  be  true  in 
prailice  ;  and  whatever  is  aftuaHy  falfe  or  abfurd  in  theory,  muft 
be  fo  in  praaice,  and  vice  veria  :  f(;tr  truth,  or  a  juM  reprerentatlon 
of  things,  or  of  the  nature  of  things,  can  never  be  falfehood  or 
untruth,  which  is  an  unjuft  reprefentation  of  them/ 

From^  thefe  two  poftalatcs  and  thofe  twelve  axioms,  as  felf- 
cvident  in  the  author's  opinion  as  any  in  Euclid,  and  from  a 
few  others  that  follow,  which  he  fuppofes  equally  clear,  he 
undertakes  to  demoiifli,  and  trufts  he  has  fuccceded  in  his  at- 
tempt, a  variety  of  opinions,  commonly  received  as  indifput- 
ab!e  by  our  mofl  eminent  pliilofophers  and  divines.  To  enu- 
merate thofe  opinions,  or  give  a  fummary  of  the  arguments 
ufed  in  effectmg  their  demolition,  would  exceed  our  bounds^ 
and  the  mutual  dcpendance  they  have  on  each  other  precludes 
our  making  any  feleclion,  as  it  would  not  be  doing  juft'ice  to  the 
original.  The  author's  arguments  are  feldom  convincing,  and 
not  always  clear  :  but  he  writes  with  fpirit,  thinks  Angularity 
a  fufficient  apology  for  error.  <  Nullius  addidus  jurare  in 
verba  magiRri,'  he  enters  the  lifts  boldly  againft  Locke,  Clarke, 
Hartley,  Prieflley,  &c.— The  contents  of  the  poetical  effays, 
three  in  num^ber,  accord  very  imperfedly  with  vv'hat  is  an- 
nounced in  the  title-page :  neither  ^  the  excellency  of  reafon 
and  virtue,'  nor  *  the  fpiritual  nature  of  the  foul,''  is  difculT- 
ct!  in  them.  We  meet  v/ith  fome  few  remarks  deferving  our 
attention;  and  fome,  we  can  truly  fay,  both  in  the  poem 
and  notes  attending  it,  are  not  free  from  abfurdity.  The  au- 
thor appears,  on  the  whole,  in  a  lov/er  light  as  a  poet, than 
as  a  philofopher,  but  we  fhall  not  injure  his  feelings  by  feic(5t- 
ing  any  quotation  to  prove  it. 


ThelJfe  ofTtiomasPiiin^  the  Author  of  Rights  of  Marty  vjiih 
a  Defence  of  bis  IVntings,  By  Francis  Oidys,  J.  M.  Svo. 
3^/.  Edition,     2s,  (^d.    Stockdale.     1791. 

QUR  author,  with  an  induftry  which  we  wifh  had  a  better 
object,  purfues  this  inflammatory  MTiter  through  the 
various  ilages  of  his  motley  life,  through  the  fcenes  of  mean- 
ncfs  which  neceffity  dictated  j  and  the  deteftation  which  his 
cruelty  and  his  wickednefs  excited,  till  he  at  laft  places  him 
under  the  patronage  of  the  Conftitutional  Society,  who  con- 
defcend  to  correft  the  blunders  of  his  language,  to  panege- 
ricize  the  cub,  v/hich  they  had  licked  into  fome  form,  and  to 
protea  the  wretch,  whofe  life  feems,  from  this  account,  tq 
have  been  more  than  once  forfeited  te  the  laws  of  his  country. 
To  this  Society,  and  to  their  confederates,  it  is  owing,«that  the 

nam^ 
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Tiame  of  a  patriot  is  now  a  difgracc,  and  tluit  Engiiilimen  can  be 
brnndcd  with  the  infamy  of  attacking  the  conllitution,  under 
whi^h  tiiey  have  been  profpcrous  and  happy,  and  governors  who 
have  yet  lenity  enough  to  withold  the  puniihment  which  they 
have  merited  and  even  braved. 

The  life  of  this  man  is  varied,  in  the  account  before  us,  by 
ignominy  of  every  kind  ;  and  thofe  to  whom  lie  is  a  political 
darling,  if  they  cannot  difapprove  the  account,  ought  to  blufh, 
as  men,  that  they  have  ever  prote6l:ed  him.  A  difhonefl 
tradefman,  a  fufpe^ted  excifeman,  a  cruel  hufband,  a  trea- 
cherous fecvetary,  and  a  feditious  firebrand,  are  the  charac- 
tcriftics,  according  to  Mr.  Oldys'  account,  which  diflinguifh 
the  protege  of  the  Conftitutional  Society.  Has  popular  rumour, 
even  after  this  third  edition,  wiped  away  either  ftain  ?  Has 
partiality  added  one  good  quality,  one  benevolent  a6lion,  to 
counterbalance  the  crimes  ?  Has  even  political  honefty  offered 
one  fmgle  gleam  in  extenuation  ?  Has  judgment  or  ability 
given  a  force,  a  dignity,  to  defigiis,  for  a  moment  defenfible  ? 
His  merits  confift  only  in  nobly  daring  to  defpife  and  calum- 
niate the  government  which  prote£l:s  him ;  to  fay  with  forci- 
ble acrimony  what  cool  examination  muft  always  detefl  as 
abfurd,  or  defpife  as  weak. 

The  biographer,  befides  the  induftry  difplayed  in  the  en- 
quiry, analyfes  the  abfurdities  and  inconfiftences  of  his  fub- 
je^l:  with  Ikill  and  ability.  His  ftyle  is  perhaps  above  his  work ; 
it  ftalks  with  Johnfonian  dignity,  and  he  feems  not  to  walk' 
with  eafe  on  his  itiits.  In  the  ifollowing  inftance  it  almoft 
verges  to  the  ludicrous. 

*  At  the  age  of  twenty,  and  in  the  year  1759,  our  author  ad- 
ventured 10  London,  the  common  receptacle  of  the  valiant  and 
the  wife,  of  the  needy  and  the  opulent,  of  the  bufy  and  the  idle. 
In  this  crowd,  which  confounds  the  greateil  with  the  leaft.  Pain  can- 
not be  diflinguifned.  With  whom  he  worked,  or  whom  he  fitted, 
tradition  has  not  recounted.  It  is,  however,  certain,  that  Lon-' 
don  did  not  enjoy  long  the  honour  of  his  refidence  ;  no  mafter  was 
helped  for  many  months  by  his  journeywork  ;  and  few  ladies  had 
the  happinefs  of  being  ftayed  by  his  flcilful  hand.' 

We  fhall  conclude  our  article  with  a  fpecimen  of  our  au- 
thor's reafoning  againft  fome  of  the  principles  of  the  defenders 
of  the  Rights  of  Man. 

'  But,  admitting,  that  fafts  cannot  be  debated,  that  ^rfl  prin- 
ciples mull  not  be  denied,  that  one's  own  exiftence  mufV  not 
be  doubted,  yet  our  author  might  have  pleaded  what  he  now 
pleads,  that  fmce  the  flatute  of  Henry  VIII.  was  made,  before 

he 
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Jie  was  born,  he  ought  not  to  be  fent  to  the  pillory  under  its 
provifions.  Whether  the  court  would  have  ordered  the  trial  to 
proceed,  or  have  flopped  to  argue  a  plea,  wliich  is  not  ufually 
urged,  muft  have  depended  on  circumllances  rather  than  on 
praftice.  You  are  tried,  good  nature  might  have  faid,  under 
rules,  which  having  once  been  e(labli{hed  by  the  focicty,  muil  re- 
main in  force  till  the  fame  authority  fl\all  repeal  them.  Laws,  as 
they  muft  equally  apply  to  all  perfons,  and  muft  be  uniformly  exe- 
cuted at  all  times,  cannot  depend  on  circumftanccs  fo  fleeting  in 
their  nature,  and  fo  unefiicacious  in  their  end,  as  the  birth  of  fome 
perfons,  and  the  death  of  otiiers.  If  no  criminals  could  be  tried 
but  thofc  who  drew  their  fir  ft  breath  fince  the  exiftcnce  of  the  law,, 
many  would  be  unreftrained,  while  the  few  alone  could  be  puniih- 
ed.  If  fociety  be  a  bletfing,  this  blefling  could  not  be  enjoyed, 
were  the  members  of  fociety  to  be  in  this  manner  oppofed  to  each 
other;  the  guilty  againft  the  innocent;  the  profligate  againft  the 
virtuous;  and  the  ftrong  againft  the  weak.  As  the  culprit's  plea 
drikes  at  the  foundation  of  fociety,  fociety  muft  either  relinquilli 
its  authority  or  reje£l  a  plea,  which  is  deftrudive  of  itfelf.  Thus 
every  criminal,  who  denies  the  authority  of  thofe  laws,  that  the 
fociety  has  enadled,  and  continues  to  enforce,  puts  himfelf  in  a 
flate  of  warfare  againft  the  fociety,  which  is  obliged,  by  a  regard 
to  its  own  fecurity,  to  inform  him  of  the  fad  alternative,  either  of 
fubmitting,  or  ceafing  to  exift.* 

ITjc  j4merlcan  Oraclcy  comprehending  an  Account  of  recent  D'lf" 
covcries  in  the  Arts  and  Sciences y  with  a  Variety  of  religion Sy 
'political^  phyjicaly  and  philofophical  Subjeclsy  nece^ary  to  be 
known  in  all  Familiesyfor  the  promotion  of  their  pre jent  Felicity 
and  future  Happinefs.  By  the  Honourable  Samuel  Stearnsy 
LL.D,     Svo.     8j.  6d,    Boards.    Lackington.     3  79i» 

IT  is  difficult  to  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  this  work  :  phi- 
lofophy  is  combined  with  medicine,  morals  with  hiftory  ; 
religion  with  politics ;  and  the  whole  together  as  a  farrago, 
containing  not  only,  '  quicquid  agunt  homines'  '  but  quicquid 
cgerunt  j  quicquid  agi  debuiflet/  Why  it  was  called  the  Ame* 
rican  Oracle  we  know  not.  As  books  are  fcarce  in  America, 
as  diftant  carriage  is  expenfive,  Dr.  Stearns  probably  wiflied 
to  preclude  every  other  author,  by  combining  in  one  volume 
'JL'  little  of  every  fcience  •,  fome  inftru^lion  on  every  fubjedl, 
and  fome  amufement  in  every  fituation.  Our  author  is,  at 
times,  whimfical  and  fanciful  •,  a  few  errors  have  occafionally 
crept  in  ;  but,  in  general,  his  morality  is  unexceptionable, 
and  his  philofophy,  when  he  does  not  attempt  to  explore  un- 
trodden trades,  correal  and  judicious. 

The  firft  chapter  is  on  chronology,  with  tables  of  remarka- 

able 
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ble  xras  :  tliefe  furnifh  no  fubject  cf  remark,  except  to  note, 
that  one  of  thefe  epochs  is  the  publication  of  Dr.  Stearns* 
Nautical  Almanack  in  America  in  1782  ;  and  another  the  for- 
mation of  his  New  Hypothcfis  on  the  Aurora  Borealis. 

The  fecond  chapter  is  a  defcription  of  the  author's  philo- 
(ophical  labours — in  verfe  ?  no  j  it  is  fcarcely  rhyme  ;  but  wc 
fliall  afterwards  notice  his  poetical  talents.  The  third,  fourth, 
fifth,  fixth,  and  fevcnth  chapters  are  on  aflronomy  and  aftro- 
romcrs  ;  on  geography  and  the  prefidcnts  of  congrefs,  W* 
ihall  feledJ:  the  following  rhymes, 

*  The  Mighty  God  hath  all  the  fyftems  made 

Cf  worlds,  and  hath  a  folid  bafis  laid 

On  which  the  univcrfal  fabric  flands. 

Obeying  of  his  great  and  good  commands, 

I  have  attempted  truly  to  defcribe. 

How  all  the  planets  and  the  comets  Aide 

In  wond'rous  order,  as  they  all  do  run. 

As  they  revolve  around  the  fplendid  fun. 

The  comets'  ufe  likewife  I  did  relate. 
How  their  expanded  air  did  circulate 

Through  all  the  fyllem  ;  how  that  they  may  faft 

And  be  like  fuel  on  Sol's  burning  ball. 
As  time  rolls  off,  the  ftars  (hall  fade  away. 
And  the  glad  face  of  fun  and  moon  decay  : 
If  not  renew'd, — we  don't  pretend  to  doubt. 
The  light  in  all  fuch  globes  will  foon  go  out. 
Heart  can't  conceive,   nor  mortal  tongue  exprefs, 
Whilil  we  abide  in  this  world's  wildernefs. 
What  wondrous  works  the  Great  fupreme  hath  laid 
Within  the  vail  expanfe  which  he  hath  made. 
Thus  I've  the  works  of  the  Great  God  of  Mi^ht 
In  part  dcfcrib'd,  whofe  power  is  infinite! 
Who,  from  this  globe,  will  all  his  faints  convey- 
To  the  bright  regions  of  immortal  day  1' 

The  eighth  chapter  is  on  aftrology  :  our  author  thinks  there 
may  be  fome  truth  in  the  fcience,  though  the  pretenders  to  it 
are  generally  impofiors.  He  tells  us,  that  he  has  fecn  fire 
apparitions  himfelf,  one  of  which  was  in  the  form  of  a  cofHn, 
;ind  relates, fome  curious  ilories  of  the  fecond  fight,  often  re- 
tailed in  Aubrey,  he.  with  a  firm  confidence  of  their  truth. 
The  devil,  he  thinks,  knows  future  events,  and  we  have  no 
doubt  but  this  honourable  mention  will  fecure  our  author  pro- 
per refpedl:,  if,  in  the  routine  of  events,  his  Satanic  majeily 
Ihould  again  become  fafliionable.  Dr.  Stearns,  however,  does 
not  feem  to  have  had  the  philofopher  in  his  mind,  who  bowed 
to  Jupiter  with  this  view. 

2  In 
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In  the  following  chapters  we  find  2n  account  of  the  various 
religions,  viz.  the  Mahometan,  Pagan,  ^cc.  v/ith  a  defence  of 
the  exigence  of  the  deity,  from  the  contemplation  of  his  works. 
Our  author's  civil  and  political  remarks  next  occur,  in  which  he 
is  equally  didant  from  the  frenzy  of  democracy,  and  a  fcrviic 
fubmiflion  to  tyranny.  He  feems  not  well  acquainted  with 
the  ftatc  of  France. 

•  The  illuminatior.  of  the  minds  of  the  reopic  in  France,  has 
\xt9Xi  produftivi*  of  the  great  iaid  glorious  revolution  ;  of  the  form- 
ing of?,  rew  conflitution,  t'.e  cna(f^Ing  of  new  laws,  and  the  jibo- 
lifhing  of  ihofe  things  that  were  repugnant  to  the  intcrcft  and  pro- 
fpcrity  of*  the  kingdom.  How  pleating  muft  it  be  to  ft-c  both  the 
king  and  the  national  aflembly  unite  together  in  eftablifliing  the 
new  conRitution,  and  in  promoting  whatever  may  conduce  to  the 
good  of  the  nation,  and  benefit  of  mankind  in  general ;  iVJay  the 
flame  of  liberty,  like  ihe  refulgent  beams  of  the  fun,  be  extended 
over  the  face  of  the  whole  globe  ;  and  ra^iy  ail  nations  paitake  of 
the  great  and  glorious  blefiings  of  natural  freedom  !' 

The  moral  leiTons  are  contained  in  various  epiflles  of  the 
author  to  all  people,  nations,  and  languages,  in  his  own  name 
and  under  the  fignature  of  Philadclnhus.  We  have  already 
faid  that  his  morality  is  pure  and  Inifullicd. 

The  more  llri£lly  philofophical  obfervations  commence  with 
electricity,  whofe  efFe(i:ls  are  traced  in  earthquakes,  and  the 
other  more  important  phaenomena  connefted  with  this  fluid, 
as  well  as  its  efie^ls  in  curing  difeafes.  As  water  is  a  condu6l- 
or  and  fait  a  non-condu61:or,  the  fea  is  ftyled  a  vaft  electrical 
machine.  A  table  comprizing  all  the  remarkable  earthquakes 
that  have  occurred,  follows.  Burning  mountains  and  hot 
fprings  are  mentioned  -,  and  Dr.  Stearns  comes  very  near  to 
the  caufes  of  the  lail,  when  he  mentions  heat  generated  by 
fermentation :  it  is  rather  heat  evolved  in  confequence  of  the 
inteftine  motion  from  fpontaneous  decompofition.  The  hy- 
pothefis  concerning  the  caufe  of  the  aurora  borealis,  which 
forms  an  epoch  in  the  hiftory  of  the  world,  is  curious.  The 
various  exhalations  rife,  he  thinks,  into  the  higher  parts  of  the 
atmofphere,  and  pafTmg  from  the  equator  to  the  poles,  ftiffen 
by  tlie  cold,  crackle  and  fparkle  like  the  hairs  of  a  cat,  when 
fo'd — Good  reader,  if  you  will  not  truft  to  reafon,  you  fhall 
have  it  in  rhyme. 

*  In  feventeen  hundred  eighty-eight,  I  fat 
In  a  large  room,  with  a  good  natur'd  cat : 
She  foon  jump'd  up,  and  flood  upon  my  knees; 
1  flrok'd  her  back,  which  did  her  not  difpleafe. 

As 
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As  (he  purrM  round,  and  grew  exceeding  boM, 
I  found  her  hairs  were  ftifPncd  with  the  cold  : 
When  I  ilrok'd  them — Sehold,   the  fparks  did  fly  \ 
Like  flaming  lightning  through  the  azure  fky. 
From  what,  laid  I,   from  what  can  this  proceed  ? 
Mud  not  this  be  eleftric  heat  indeed  ? 
Is  it  not  ftrange,  that  it  doth  break  its  bands  ! 
When  t!\\^-  cat's  hairs  are  ftroked  by  my  hands  ? 

*  Whilft  in  my  ftudie^^  I  did  thus  proceed, 
I  form'd  a  new  hypothefis  indeed  ! 
I  turn'd  my  thoughts   upon  that  gloomy  night. 
Unto  the  caufe  of  the  great  northern  light  : 
May  not,  faid  I,  the  vapours  here  and  there 
Emit  fuch  co'ufcaiions  in  the  air. 
When  they  into  a  proper  ftate  are  roll'd, 
Condens'd  and  iHif'ned  by  the  freezing  coIJ, 
And  agitated  by  the  lofty  fails 
Of  breezy  currents,  or  of  gentle  gales  V 

Various  other  aerial  phaenomena  are  next  explained  5  and  a. 
very  ufeful  tide-table  for  different  parts  of  America  is  fub- 
joined. 

The  author's  political  fpeculations  refpeci:ing  money,  the 
firft  comaixc,  and  the  injury  done  to  commerce  by  paper-cur- 
rency, follow.  The  whole  of  this  fubject,  fo  far  as  it  relates 
to  America,  is  fully  and  candidly  explained.  Congrefs,  he  re- 
marks, have  paffed  an  acSl  for  a  coinage,  of  which  the  largeft 
piece  is  Ilyled  an  eagle,  worth  ten  dollars  *,  the  fecond  is  half 
an  eagle  ;  a  dime  is  ^V  of  ^ii  eagle  \  a  cent  -,^^,  and  a  mille 
-i-^Trc »  this  appears  to  be  a  very  judicious  and  convenient  plan : 
the  two  firft  we  fuppofe  muft  be  of  gold :  the  dime  is  the  dol- 
lar •,  and  the  cent  equal  to  nearly  an  Englifli  fixpence.  Our 
author's  rules  to  grow  rich  we  would  recommend  to  every 
reader,  and  we  are  certain  that  if  well  attended  to  they  will 
repay  the  value  of  the  book. 

The  mariner's  compafs  is  explained  in  the  twenty-fecond  chap- 
ter, and  the  variation  fuppofed  to  be  owing  to  the  motion  of  the 
magnetic  iluid  generated  by  fermentation  in  the  earth,  from  weft 
to  eaft.  *  But  I  may  be  miftakc  i,'  adds  the  candid  doctor ; 
*  and  it  is  fuppofed  that  there  is  not  one  philofopher  on  the 
globe  that  is  able  to  determine  the  matter.'  Animal  magne- 
tifm  our  author  fcems  to  believe  in.  He  explains  the  effeds 
from  the  oppofite  ftate  of  the  magnetical  fluid  in  fome  confti- 
tutions;  and  the  frequentfailure  of  the  operators,  from  the  ft  a  tes 
of  the  fluid  ill  each  being  the  fame  ;  fuppofing  the  magnetifm 
to  be  fimilar  in  its  laws  and  efPeiSls  to  eleiSlricity.  At  tlic  end 
©f  the  work  is  a  numerous  lift  of  cures,  which  at  leaft  evince 
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Dr.  Stearns*  credulity.    There  is  nothing  very  hew  in  otii' 
author's  account  of  the  efTecSls  of  the  paffions* 

The  defcription  of  the  making  Qu_akers  we  have  particular 
reafons  to  fuppofe  genuine  and  authentic*  The  ele6t  lady  is 
the  great  prophet  and  reformer.  Her*s  flie  fays  is  the  only  true 
church  fince  the  days  of  the  Apoftle ;  and  the  converts  are 
directed  to  give  up,  on  their  admiilion,  all  their  trinkets  and 
perfluities*     They  refemble  in  many  refpecls  the  Quakers* 

*  Wheii  thefe  people  carry  on  their  vvorfhip,  they  pretend  to' 
pruife  the  Lord  by  fmging,  dancing,  jumping,  turning  round, 
falling  down,  tumbling,  <S:c*  In  the  mean  time,  feme  will  be 
trembling,  groaning,  fjghing,  and  fobbing;  whtlft  others  are 
preaching,  praying,  exhorting,  &c.  Others  will  be  clapping 
their  hands,  fliouting>  hallooing,  fcreaming,  and  making  fuch  a 
hideous  noife  that  it  may  be  heard  at  a  great  diltance>  and  fre- 
quently affrightens  people, 

*  They  often  dance  three  hours  without  intermiflion  ;  and  when 
any  of  them  are  tired  of  praifmg  the  Lord  that  way,  they  are 
whipped  up  by  others,  to  make  th?  v/orfhip  go  on  briflcly.  They 
dance  till  they  are  vtxy  much  emaciated  ;  the  women  grow  pale, 
appear  like  ghofts  or  apparitions,  of  almoHlike  deferters  from  a 
church-yard,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  ufe  the  failors  phiafe. 

*  They  arc  not  allowed  to  wear  faperfluiiies  in  their  apparel; 
riieir  cloathing  is  plain,  and  of  a  lightilh  colour.* 

Some  mifCellaneous  chapters,  containing  a  fhort  account  of 
editions  of  the  Bible,  of  ditUonaries,  the  ages  of  the  patriarchs, 
the  cuiVom  of  v^earing  mourning,  fome  inve(Stives  againil  the 
Have  trade,  and  admonitions  againil  v/horcdom,  mifcellaneous 
poetry,  dire£tions  for  the  choice  of  hufbands  and  wives,  me- 
thods of  killing  fleas,  and  bugs,  of  curing  the  bites  of  fnakes, 
&c.  &c.  we  can  only  mention. 

Our  author  next  immergcs  into  the  ocean  of  philofophy 
and  chemiilr)',  explains  the  nature  of  air,  fire,  and  water ; 
tells  us  when  a  body  is  burnt  its  parts  are  didipated  in  the  air, 
•iXi^  that  the  hottefl  oven  will  not  burn  bread  if  it  i$  accurate- 
ly clofed :  this  we  are  informed  is  not  true,  and  defcribes  the 
different  methods  of  recovering  drowned  people.  The  waters 
of  Bath,  and  the  mineral  writers  of  America,  are  the  next  ob* 
jeciis  :  in  the  defcription  of  the  latter  we  find  fome  novelty,  and 
ihall  confcquently  feled  a.  few  palFages. 

'  At  Lancafter,  in  the  county  of  \Vorc<(Jer,  in  the  common- 
wealth of  Maffachufetts,  there  is  a  fpring  wh'ofe  waters  are  benefi- 
cial in  rheumatic  comj.  laint?s,  as  I  have  found  by  my  own  expe- 
rience and  obfervatlon.  The  patient  may  drink  half  a  pint  two  or* 
tiirec  times  in  a  day,  and  plunge  hiinl«if  once  when  his^  ftomaclv 
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is  empty.    He  Ihould  come  out  of  the  water  immediately,  and  keep 
himfelf  warm  after  the  immerfion. 

*  At  Stafford,  in  Connedicut,  there  is  a  mineral  fpring  whof« 
waters  are  faid  to  be  beneficial  in  fcorbutic  complaints,  cutaneous 
eruptions,  and  other  diforders:  and,  at  Guilford,  in  the  fame 
government,  there  is  another  fpring,  whofe  waters  will  evaporate, 
even  when  tightly  corked  in  a  bottle  ;  but  I  know  not  their  vir- 
tues. 

*  In  the  eafterly  part  of  the  county  of  Albany,  in  the  flate  of 
New-York,  there  is  a  mineral  fpring  whofe  waters  are  much  ap- 
plauded in  the  cure  of  diflempers.  But  the  moft  remarkable  fprings 
in  this  ftate  are  thofe  of  Saratoga,  which  are  eight  or  nine  in  num- 
ber :  th^y  are  fituated  in  the  margin  of  a  marfh,  and  furrounded 
by  rocks  formed  by  the  petrefaftion  of  the  waters.  One  of  them 
is  about  five  or  fix  feet  above  the  furface  of  the  earth,  and  is  ki 
the  form  of  a  pyramid.  In  the  top  of  this  rock  is  a  cylindrical 
aperture,  about  nine  inches  in  diameter,  through  which  the  wat-er 
iflues,  being  always  greatly  agitated  as  if  boiling  in  a  pot,  although 
it  is  very  cold.  The  water  runs  over  the  top  of  the  rock  in  the 
beginning  of  the  fummer,  but  at  other  feafons  it  rifes  not  fo  high 
by  twelve  inches.  The  rocks  that  encompafs  the  other  fprings, 
are  of  different  forms ;  but  the  waters  feem  to  boil,  and  they  run 
continually. 

*  It  is  fuppofed  that  ail  thefe  fprings  proceed  from  one  fountain, 
but  feparate  in  different  canals,  whereby  fome  have  greater  con- 
nections with  metallic  bodies  than  others. 

*  They  are  impregnated,  i.  With  a  foflile  acid.  2.  A  (aline 
fubftance.  3.  A  ch-ilybeate  property.  4.  A  calcareous  earth  ; 
and,  5.  With  a  prodigious  quantity  of  air.  This  fluid  appears 
from  its  effeds  to  be  fixed  air.' 


*  In  the  county  of  Cape  M^y,  there  is  a  freih  fpring  that  boils 
up  through  the  bottom  of  a  fait- water  creek.  The  tide  rifes  about 
four  feet  above  this  fpring;  and  if  a  bottle  well  corked  is  let  down 
througlr  the  falt-water  into  the  fpring,  and  the  cork  pulled  out 
with  a  cord  prepared  for  that  purpofe,  the  bottle  may  be  drawn 
up  full  cf  fine  frelh  water.  There  are  other  fprings  of  the  like 
kind  in  different  parts  of  the  ftate.  In  the  county  of  Hunterdon 
in  the  Jerfeys,  there  is  a  noted  mineral  fpring,  whofe  waters  arc 
cileemed  excellent.  They  are  of  the  chalybeate  kind.  It  is  faid 
that  there  is  a  river  called  Millftone,  in  the  Jerfeys,  whofe 
waters  in  feme  places  emit  an  inflammable  vapour,  that  will  take 
fire,  and  burn  fi)r  a  Ihort  time.  This  vapour  is  fuppofed  to  be 
produced  by  the  diffolution  of  vegetable  lubllances  in  the  river. 

*  At  Augufta,  in  Virginia,  tiiere  are  tv/o  fprings,  one  of  which 
is  called  the  warm  fpring,  and  the  other  the  hot.  Ihe  heat  of  tlic 
warm  fpring  riics  to  96  degrees  by  f  arenheit's  mercuiial'ihermome- 
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ter.  This  water  is  impregnated  wuh  fulphureous  particles;  it  is 
very  volatile,  and  efteemed  good  in  rheumatic  romplaints  and  other 
difordcrs. — The  hoc  Tpring  isabnut  fix  miles  from  the  warm  fpring. 
It  raifes  the  mercury  in  tlie  aforemendoned  thermometer  to  a  fever 
beat,  viz.  112  degrees.  This  water  is  Cileemed  good  in  many 
complaints,  and  frequently  relieves  when  the  water  of  the  other 
/j|)ring  fails.* 


*  At  Great  Kanhaway,  feven  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Elk  river, 
and  fix'ty- feven  above  that  of  the  Jljnhaway  itft-lf,  is  a  h -le  in  the 
earth,  from  which  iilues  a  bituminous  vapour,  with  luch  rapidity 
that  it  makes  the  fand  move  about  its  orifice  like  tiie  fand  in  a  boil- 
ing fpring.  This  vapour  will  take  fire  if  a  torch  cr  lighted  candle 
is  put  within  eighte-jn  inches  of.  the  hole,  and  flame  up  in  a  co- 
lumn of  eighteen  inches  in  diameter,  and  four  or  five  feet  high. 
Sometimes  it  goes  out  in  about  one-third  of  an  hour;  at  other 
times,  it  will  burn  ihree  or  four  days.  The  denfity  of  the  flame 
is  like  that  of  burning  fpirits,  and  the  fmcll  like  that  of  burning 
pit-coal.  Sometimes  cold  water  is  colledled  In  the  mouth  of  this 
hole,  and  is  kept  in  ebuUiiion  by  the  force  of  the  Vapour  which 
iflues  through  it.  If  the  vapour  is  fixed  in  that  ftatc,  the  whole 
of  the  water  is  foon  evaporated. — There  is  a  fimilar  vapour  on 
Sandy   River. 

*  There  arc  five  noted  fait  fprings  in  Kentucky,  whofe  waters 
tie  falter  than  th:tt  of  the  ocean.' 

A  defcription  of  the  different  animals  and  reptiles  of  Ame- 
rica; a  fbort  colle^lion  of  medical  receipts,  for  the  cure  of 
different  diforders-,  a  concife  fyltem  of  anatomy  and  phyfio- 
logy,  as  well  as  of  -.vgriculture  and  gardening,  fill  the  enfuing 
chapters.  Hie  accounts  from  their  fliortnefs,  mud  be  fuper- 
ficinl,  but  we  have  difcovt;red  very  few  inaccuracies. 

The  47rh  chapter  contains  American  politics,  including  the 
declaration  of  American  independence  j  the  alliance  of  the 
ftates  with  France,  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  with  Great 
Britain;  a  proclamation  of  congrefs;  their  treaty  with  Pruffia  ; 
their  prefent  conititutiou  ;  the  life  and  charafter  of  general 
Waihington. 

The  laying  out  townihips,  and  provinces,  the  lengths  and 
breadths  of  the  American  governments  ;  the  fituation  of  the 
ditTerent  towns  refpefting  Philadelphia,  introduce  fome  more 
general  remarks  of  police  ;  obfervations  on  architecture  an- 
cient and  modern;  the  danger  of  new  plaiftered  houfesj 
fmoaky  chimneys  ;  the  inconveniences  of  burying  in  churches  ; 
the  conftruCiion  of  prifons,  &c.  An  account  of  the  tenets  of 
the  Quakers,  Moravians,  Methodifts,  and  Swedenburghers, 
follows. 

The  54th  chapter  is  on  the  mofaic,  evaijgelic,  and  civil  laws, 
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with  the  varioHS  modes  of  punifninent :  and,  by  no  very  eafy 
tranfition,  Dr.  Stearns  proceeds  to  the  laws  of  motion:  the 
philofophy  of  light,  found,  &c.  the  method  of  raifmg  grapes, 
filk,  hemp,  ?av\  flax  ;  the  management  of  bees  :  a  defcriptioii 
of  the  different  kinds  of  tea,  and  of  the  root  ginfcng  5  the 
method  of  j-aifmg  horfes,  {heep,  and  fwine,  with  fome  lingu- 
lar remarks  on  \he  latter  as  unclean,  and  jjn  account  of  the 
multiplication  and  longevity  of  different  animals.  In  the  ta« 
ble  of  the  lafl,  he  puts  down  the  greateft  age  of  an  elephant 

at  200  year*  a  camel  lOO,  of  a  fwan  and  goofe  300  each • 

it  may  be  fo.  Some  obfervations  on  the  freedom  of  fpeech, 
and  the  liberty  of  the  prcfs,  with  the  magnetical  cures,  con- 
clude the  volume. 

To  our  former  general  chara<^er,  aind  this  fketch  of  tliei 
contents,  we  need  add  but  little.  The  American  Oracle  is  no^V 
to  receive  its  final  judgment  from  popular  opinion;  but,  in 
the  country,  on  a  rainy  day,  we  Ihiould  think  it  an  acquifition. 
Every  .one'  may  find  fomething  to  intereft  and  inftru£l  him  ; 
they  may  fmik  at  the  author's  fimplicity,  and  laugh  aloud  at 
fom.e  of  his  reprefentations. 

The  Satires  of  Juvenaly  tranftated  int9  EngliJJj  Verfe^  iv'ith  a 
ccrreil  Copy  of  the  original  Latin  on  the  oppojite  Page:  cleared 
of  all  the  mojl  exceptionable  PaJJ'agcs^  and  illujirated  zvith 
Marginal  Notes  from  the  heft  Commentatoi's.  By  E.  Owen^ 
AUA,     iVols.      i2mo.     65.  feived,     Lowndes.      1785. 

'VJI/'E  have  fo  often  noticed  Juvenal,  that  to  enlarge  on  his 
peculiar  merits  and  his  d-efign  would  now  be  fuperflu- 
ous.  The  licentious  imitations,  which  are  dignified  by  the 
name  of  Dryden,  and  in  part  written  by  him,  though  we  be- 
lieve in  part  only,  certainly  ought  not  to  preclude  any  other 
attempt.  That  it  was  jullifiable  to  curtail  what  appeared  ex- 
ceptionable may  be  reafonably  doubted,  fincc  it  is  not  necel- 
fury  to  put  any  work  into  the  hands  of  boys,  which  boys  may 
not  read  entire ;  and  Juvenal  is  fcarccly,  on  the  whole,  more 
exceptionable  than  Horace.  As  a  fchool-book,  however, 
giving  the  fenfe  and  fcope  of  a  very  difficult  author,  without 
that  fervile  interpretation  which  is  the  refuge  of  indolence, 
we  muft  approve  of  the  tranilation  before  us.  Mr.  Owen  id 
well  acquainted  with  his  fubjeft ;  and  his  verfion,  level  to  com.-* 
mon  capacities,  feidom  foars  into  the  higher  regions  of  poeti- 
cal ardour —  let  us  explain.  We  mean  not  to  impute  any 
blame,  that  the  verfion  of  a  fatirift,  not  hijnfclf  a  poet  of  the 
lirft  rank,  is  not  animated  by  that  divine  fpirit  which  charac-v 
prizes  the  true  poet.  It  would  have  been  mifplaced.  Yet, 
Crit,  Rev.  N.  Ar.  (III.)  Sepu  1791..  G  if 
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if  a  tranflatlon  of  an  energetic  author  had  partaken  of  the  fame 
decifive  fpirit :  if  the  tranflator  had  fpoken  with  the  bold  but 
carclefs  indifference  of  the  original  writer ',  if,  like  Juvenal, 
he  had  animated  his  invc£t:ives  by  a  line  of  fire  and  poetry, 
foaring  above  the  general  tenor  of  his  vi'ork,  we  fhould  have 
read  it  with  more  pleafure,  and  it  would  have  come  nearer  to 
the  fpirit  ofi»the  Roman  fatirifl.  On  the  contrary,  Juvenal  is 
often  weakened  in  the  verfion,  and  Mr.  Owen,  preferring  an 
cafy  flow  to  an  energy  that  might  have  ftiffened  his  lines,  or 
to  a  carelefs  indifference  which  might  have  appeared  little 
rcfpeftful  to  his  readers,  has  not  always  preferved  the  mannet* 
or  the  fire  of  his  original.  Let  us  add,  however,  his  apology. 

*  After  thefe  explanations,  the  tranflator  has  only  one  thing  to 
add,  which  almoil  refults  as  a  corollary  from  what  he  has  already 
obferved.  If  he  fometimes  dilates  or  enobellilhes  a  thought,  it 
muft  be  remembered,  that  he  had  an  Englilh  enr  to  pleafe;  and 
that  if  he  fometimes  wants  the  eafe  and  grace  of  an  original,  he 
hnd  his  author's  thoughts  and  images  to  preferve.  The  firft  is 
lilse  that  ci^'il  verfatility  of  manners,  which  every  man  owes  to  the 
varying  cuftoms  of  the  age  in  which  he  lives ;  but  the  oiher  is  like 
that  integrity  and  ftridnefs  of  principle,  which  never  bends  ta 
fafhion  or  convenience,'  at  the  expence  of  one  fmgle  virtue.* 

The  tranflation  before  us  is  varied  in  its  language ;  and  the 
corre6lnefs,  the  difcriminating  force  of  the  exprcflion,  and 
the  peculiar  neatnefs,  are  what  probably  led  him  to  think  that 
Dr.  Johnfon  has  not  always  preferved  the  manner  of  Juvenal. 
So  far,  indeed,  as  a  highly  polifhed  and  correal  tranflator  may 
be  compared  with  a  carelefs  author,  the  manner  is  not  pre- 
ferved ;  but,  in  force,  in  manly  dignity,  in  the  indignant  in- 
ventive, Johnfon's  imitations  are  truly  excellent,  and  by  no 
means  inferior  to  his  original.  Mr.  Owen's  modeft  remarks 
which  follow,  defervc  attention. 

*  He  has  prefixed  his  name,  in  hopes  that  candid  judges,  who 
approve  of  the  general  plan  and  execution,  will  favour  him  with 
their  communications,  to  improve  another  edition,  with  the  pro- 
fpeft  of  which  he  cannot  help  flattering  himfelf  from  the  apparent 
utility  of  the  defign.  Of  the  numbers  who  admire  the  nervous 
original  as  well  as  he,  fome  want  the  time,  fome  the  patience, 
fome  the  knack  of  veiflfying,  fome  perhaps  the  animation  ne- 
ccfl"ary  to  fuch  a  work.  A  tranflator  of  Juvenal  mull  have  many 
heterogenous  qualities.  He  mufl:  have  fome  fire,  and  fome  phlegm  ; 
fomething  of  the  poet,  and  fomething  of  the  drudge  ;  fomething 
of  the  gay- wit,  and  fomething  of  the  ferious  chriftian.  The  tranf^ 
liitor  would  only  appropriate  to  himfelf  the  darker  parts  of  this 
charafler,  if  fome  ingenious  friends,  well  known  to  fame,  did 
not  encoui  age  him  to  think  favourably  of  himfelf/ 
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We  fliall  fcle£l  a  paflage  or  two  as  a  fjpecimen,  and  our 
readers,  who  will  probably  on  this  occalion  refer  to  our 
Ixixth  volume,  in  which  we  examined  Mr.  Madan's  profe 
tranflation,  mav,  perhaps,  be  well  pleafed  in  marking  the  dif^ 
ference*  We  Ihall  at  leall  avoid  filling  our  page  with  the  orU 
ginal  lines,  which  occur  in  p.  24,  &c.  of  that  volume. 

*  When  eunuchs  wed,  and  Maevia  *  dares  engage 
Fierce  boar?,  bare-bofom'd,  on  the  public  ftage  j 
Whenjie,  whofe  razor  Ihav'd  my  youthful  face. 
Outvies  in  wealth  the  whole  Patrician  race; 
When  a  vile  flave  f,  of  Egypt's  vileft  town, 
Crifpinus,  fliifting  oft  his  purple  gown  X, 

Fans  his  foft  handj  with  fummer  rings  §  o'ercharg'd> 
And  would  be  melted,  were  the  ftone  enlarg'd : 
Who  can  refrain  from  fatire  V 

In  this  verfion  our  author  will  appear  to  have  rendered  very 
accurately  the  meaning  of  Juvenal.  In  the  following  paflage, 
he  is  as  near,  perhaps,  as  was  required  in  a  poetical  tran# 
ilator. 

*  Sin  can  proceed  no  farther :  future  times 
Muft  humbly  be  content  to  ape  our  crimes ; 
All  voices  reign,  which  can  pollute  a  world  :^^ 
Launch,  fatire,  then,  with  all  thy  fails  unfurl'd. 

*  M.  But  Where's  the  genius  equal  to  the  taik. 
Where  that  fair  liberty  (methinks  you  alk) 

Of  uttering  honeft  truth,  that  generous  claim 
Of  our  forefathers,  which  I  dare  not  name  ? 


*  *  The  rage  of  the  Roman  \^omen  for  thefe  fights  with  wild  beafts  in  the 
amphitheatre  was  encouraged  by  the  vile  Domitlarj,  and  flill  continued  by  the 
negligence  of  his  fucceflors;  and  therefore  raifed  the  poet's  indignation.  It  was 
afterwards  reftrained  by  an  edid  of  Sevcrus.  It  is  wonderful,  DrydcU  could 
te  fo  ignorant  or  fo  carelefs  a5  to  moynt  his  lady  on  hprfeback 

<*  When  mannifh  Mxvia,  that  two  handed  whore, 
Aftride  on  horfeback  hunts  the  Tufcan  boar." 

*  But  **  the  unhappy  Dryden  (as  Pope  candidly  fpeaks)  rtiall  appear  but  once 
more  in  thefe  notes ;  and  that  only  out  of  refpedl  to  a  greater  man,  the  ad- 
mirable TuUy,  in  the  tenth  fatire.' 

*  t  Every  word  is  full  of  contempt :  Plebs,  Niliacus,  Canopus  verna.  The 
Nile  was  the  fruitful  parent  of  the  fouleft  monfters.' 

'  \  It  may  either  mean,  that  he  (hUted  the  pofition  of  his  laccrni  often,  to 
ihow  his  rings :  Lubin.  Or,  that  he  changed  it  often  a  day,  with  luxurious 
caprice:  Ferrarius.  For  the  lacerna,  toga,  tunica,  praetexta.  See  Kerinct* 
V.8.* 

.     *  ^  We  learn  from  the  feventh  fatire,  that  the  Romans  had  their  fummer 
and  winter  ringi.' 

G  X  What 


$4  Oiver^s  Travjlaiton  af  the  Satires  &fJuvenaU 

What  cares  the  bard  for  Mutius'  *  efteem  ? — 

But  let  great  Tigellinus  f  be  his  theme  : 

Then  (hall  he,  fmear'd  wiih  pitch  and  wrappM  in  fire. 

In  fierce  convulfions,  at  the  ftake  expire  %  ; 

Or,  thro*  the  furrow'd  (and,  be  dragg'd  to  doom. 

Of  bcafts  the  prey,  to  pleafe  the  mob  of  Rome !' 

«  *  A  bad  man  fatirized  by  Lucllius.  He  wa?  deSd  near  three  hundred  yeara 
before ;  and  therefore  when  the  poet  fpeaks  in  the  prcfeiit  tenle,  he  means  '  Lu- 
cilius  {hi)W9  no  iigns  of  concern  in  his  writings  whether  Mutius  forgave  hira 
or  not." 

<  f  In  the  Chronology,  A.D.  65,  it  is  obfef-vcd,  that  ^^ero  puniflied  the 
Chriftians  upon  a  falfe  pretence,  that  they  ha  '  i^^t  fire  to  the  city.  He  affedled 
to  treat  them  with  more  fever ity,  becaufe  (rvs  Tacitus  teLs  us)  the  h'<tu(e  of  hi» 
favourite  Tigellinus  was  deflroyed.  The  meaniisg  then  is  "  Change  the  per- 
fons,  put  Tigellinus  in  the  place  of  Mutius,  and  then  the  fatirift  will  be  treated 
as  the  Chriftians  were."     Gmng. 

<  But  as  Tigellinus  was  fiead  when  t.his  fatire  was  written,  it  remaius  to  be 
enquired,  why  he  is  introduced  at  this  remote  period  in  i  rajan's  time  ?  It  ir 
probable,  the  poet  means  fome  favourite  of  Trajati.  Great  as  he  was  in  mili- 
tary virtues,  he  had  not  the  happiiicl's  of  the  pott's  good  pinion.  Though  np 
tyrant,  yet  he  was  a  perfecutor  of  the  innocent  Chriftiaiis:  though  a  man  o£ 
Ip-eat  talents,  yet  he  had  great  private  vices,  which  Juvenal  difliked,  but  could 
not  publicly  arraign.  Spartian  tells  us,  that  Adrian,  who  fucceedcd  afterwards 
to  the  empire,  paid  his  cou.t  to  Trajan  by  fulfome  adulation  to  his  minions. 
Corrupifl'e  eum  (fc.  pecunia)  Trajani  libertos,  curafle  dei'catos,  ecfdemquefaepe 
liffc  per  ea  tcmpora,  quibus  in  aula  fuit,  opinio  muka  firmavit.  Juvenal  feems 
to  have  had  fome  fuch  favourite  in  his  eye.  Trajan's  vice  here  alluded  to, 
is  acknowledged  by  Xiphiline.* 

<  \  There  are  various  readings  in  this  place.  The  mofl  receivedJs,  lucebis 
and  diducis  for  diduces  by  Enallage.  But  Hennin  gives  us  the  above  reading 
for  fjme  good  reaion,  (we  muft  fuppofe,)  though  he  mentions  not  his  autho- 
rfty. 

*  Teda  means  the  tunica  molefta,  in  which  the  Chriftians  fufTeried  with  a 
ftake  fixt  under  their  chin,  to  keep  them  ered,  as  mentioned  in  the  Chron. 
A.  D.  65.  So  far  the  critics  are  agreed.  But  the  next  line  is  varioufly  explain- 
ed. Some  fay  diducere  fulcum  means,  "  to  plow  the  fand,"  i.  e.  to  labour  in 
vain.  Indeed  it  is  a  common  phrafe,  but  fuits  not  this  place.  Others  read 
diducet  and  put  it  three  lines  below  after  defpiciet,  and  fuppofe  it  means  "  co 
divide  the  paflengers  with  his  train."  But  to  put  arena  for  the  people  or  even 
the  ftreet  is  a  very  harfh  metaphor.  Grangjeus  fays  diducit  is  for  the  pluraf, 
as,  Vlrg.  Geor.  III.  402.  But  both  verbs  there  have  not  the  fam©' nominative; 
and,  indeed,  no  figure  can  excufe  fuch  a  confufion  6f  numbers  in  the  fame  fen- 
^«nce. 

The  following  folutian  Is  humbly  fubmitted  to  the  judgment  of  the  reader. 
The  paflagc  clearly  relates  to  Nero's  punifhments  inflidled  upon  the  primitive 
Chriftianc-.  One  we  have  in  the  verfe  before.  Tacitus  tells  us  alfo  (fe«  the 
Chronology)  that  he  dreft  them  befides  in  fkins  and  threw  them  to  dogs  and 
wild  beafts  to  be  devoured  by  them.  He  does  not  fay  indeed,  that  this  was 
done  in  the  amphitheatre.  But  the  amphitheatre. was  the  ufual  place  of  fuch 
favage  exhibitions.  Now  arena  was  ufed  for  the  amphitheatre  fo  early  as 
Horace,  Ep.  I.  i.  This  then  accounts  for  the  word  arena.  In  this  unhappy 
difguife,  they  were  dragged  by  the  Uncus,  the  executioner's  infirument,  into 
the  centre  of  the  amphitheatre ;  and  this  accounts  for  the  word  fulcum  iiducerc 
tc  media  arena. 

*  The  only  difficulty  now  remainlngr,  is,  that  it  fcems  to  confine  both  line* 
to  the  fame  a61:ion.  I3ut  we  muft  obfervc,  that  et  is  often  ufcd  disjundlivelyp 
as  is  obferved  in  the  note,  XIII.  70.' 
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We  formerly  quoted  one  other  paflagefrom  tlic  fixth  fatire, 
1,  245,  to  265.  Mr.  Owen's  tranllation  is  remarkably  juft  and 
elegant. 

*  Who  knows  not,  how  they  court  the  wreftler*s  toil. 
Sweat  in  their  purple  clokes  and  ufe  their  oil  \ 
Who  has  not  fcen  a  matron,  at  the  flake. 
With  daily  foils  and  fhicld  her  pufhes  make? 
And  with  audacious  impudence  fulfill 
The  whole  manoeuvres  of  the  fencer's  Ikill? 
Oh  !  nobly  train'd  and  tutor'd  by  this  art 
To  take  at  Flora's  fhows  the  harlot's  part, 
Unlcfs  it  be  her  purpofe  to  engage 
As  real  gladiatrefs  on  the  ftage  ! 
Can  helmed  dames  have  any  fenfe  of  fliame. 
Who  ape  the  man  and  their  own  fex  difclaim  ?* 

On  the  whole,  we  think  this  verfion  a  very  refpeclable  one; 
and  when  the  difhciilty  of  tranflating  Juvenal  is  properly  con- 
fidered,  we  may  add,  *  Eft  quoddam  prodire  tenus/ 

Mr.  Brewfter's  tranllation  of  Perfius,  which  follows,  has 
already  received  its  portion  of  fame.  It  is  correal,  eafy,  aild 
elegant.  In  elegance  and  neatnefs  it  equals  the  original :  in  a 
happy,  eafy  freedom,  it  excels  the  youthful  fatyrift.  We  fhall 
conclude  with  our  author's  account  of  Perfius  and  his  tranf- 
lator. 

'  A  few  words  more  muft  be  added  about  Perfius,  who  appears 
too  in  the  prefent  edition ;  not  only  becaufe  he  ufually  accompa- 
nies Juvenal,  but  becaufe  he  is  an  excellent  author.  It  is  allon- 
iihing,  that  intelligent  critics  fliould  cenfure  his  writings  with  one 
ihdifcriminate  charge  of  obfcurity.  Nothing  can  be  more  unjuft, 
His  fecond,  third,  and  fifth  fatires  (except  a  very  few  harfh  me- 
taphors and  phrafes)  have  all  the  method  of  the  fchools,  yet  are 
Inminous,  elegant,  and  highly  poetical.  There  are  more  difficul- 
ties in  an  equal  number  of  fatires  in  the  fecond  book  of  Horace. 
The  cafe  is  diiferent,  it  is  confefTed,  with  refpeft  to  his  other 
pieces.  The  firll  is  obfcure,  and  generally  uninterefting,  for  a 
rpafon,  which  muft  render  fome  parts  of  Pope  negleded  pieces  ; 
for  not  fuffeiing  cotemporary  fools  to  fall  into  obfcurity  by  the  na- 
tural fate  of  their  little  momentary  exiftence.  The  fourth  is  but  a 
jyvenile  piece,  for  the  moft  part  taken  from  Plato,  and  obfcure 
for  a  good  reafon,  becaufe  it  glanced  at  a  dangerous  tyrant,  Nero, 
The  fixth,  indeed,  is  upon  a  noble  and  general  fubjed,  the  ufe  of 
riches :  and  how  Perfius,  who  wrote  fo  weilof  prayer^  philolophy, 
and  morallibcrty,  in  his  fecond,  third,  and  fifth  fatires,  could  be 
jyi  this  fo  cloudy  and  abrupt,  cannot  be  accounted  for,  unlefs  we 
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fuppofe  It  to  be  the  outlines  of  a  piece,  wjiich  he  was  ^rev^nte<J 
from  finifhing  by  an  untimely  death. 

•  The  republication  of  the  elegant  Brevvfler  requires  no  apology* 
His  tranflation  has  fmgular  merit.  He  had  an  uncommon  delicacy 
of  ear,  and  a  perfedl  knowledge  of  his  author.  It  is  hoped,  that 
the  notes,  which  attend  him  in  this  edition,  will  render  him  niore 
generally  known  and  more  generally  ufeful,* 

Forty  Tear* 5  Corrsfp^ndence  between  GenluJJes  ov  hoath  Scxesy 
and  y antes  Elph'mjion:  in  Six  Pocket-Follumes:  Foar  ov 
oridginal  Letters^  Two*  qv  Feetry*  l2mo»  iL  Is,  Towed, 
Ritchardfoii.     1 79 1. 

TVTR.  Elphinfton  is  known  to  be  a  warm  advocate  for  ac- 
-•■  ■  commodating  orthography  as  much  as  poflible  to  pro- 
liunciation.  To  fpeak  with  candour,  we  tbink  that  he  afligns 
the  powers  of  the  different  letters  with  juftnefs  and  precifion, 
and  that  an  orthography  founded  upon  his  principles  would 
exhibit  a  more  intimate  congruity  with  found ;  but  we  can- 
not fo  readily  admit  the  expediency,  far  lefs  the  general  and 
immediate  pra£licability,  of  fuch  a  revolution  in  the  mode  of 
fpelling,  as  he  endeavours  to  promote.  If  ever  the  Englifb 
orthography  can  now  be  altered,  it  mud  be  cfFe6):ed  by  flow 
degrees ;  and  every  change  muft  be  previoufly  fan^lioned  byr 
writers  of  great  reputation.  In  this  province,  as  in  that  of- 
ianguagCj  use  will  always  be  the  arbitrefs  of  propriety. 

Concerning  the  Letters  in  thisColleftion,  which  confifls  of 
upwards  of  four  hundred,  little  is  neceflary  to  be  faid ;  they 
are'  the  produce  of  private  correfpondence  with  various  per- 
fons,  and  never  \vere  intended  for  publication.  As  a  fpeci- 
men,  we  fhall  lay  before  our  readers  two  of  them  ;  one  from 
the  late  Df»  Johnfon,  and  the  other  from  Mr.  Elphinflon, 
whom  we  leave  to  expiate  to  the  doctor's  manes  the  charge  o^ 
having  altered  his  poetry. 

'  ],^,  at  dbe  Neddher-hovj,  Eddinhur rough. 

*  Dear  fir* 
«  I  cannot  but  confes  de  failures  ov  my  correfpondence ;  but 
hope  dhe  fame  regard,  hwich  yoo  expres  for  me  on  evvery  oddheif 
^ccazion,  wil  incline  yoo  to'  forguiv  me.  I  am  often,  very  often, 
ilj  and,  hwen  f  am  wel,  am  obleged  to*  workj  and  indeed  hay 
newer  much  uzed  myfelf  to*  punftuallity.  Yoo  ar  howevver  not 
to*  make  unkind  inferences,  hwen  I  forbairto*  reply  to*  yoor  kind- 
jies :  for  be  afiured  I  newer  receiv  a  letter  from  yoo  widhout  grait 
plezzure,  and  a  verry  warm  fenfe  ov  yoor  genneroffity  and  frend- 
ftip;  hwich  I  hartily  blame  myfelf  for  not  cultivating  widh  more 
care.  In  dhis,  az  in  manny  oddher  cafes,  I  go  wrong  in  oppo* 
'     .«-...        .       ■  •  '  ,  aifcioQ 
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y.ifcion  to' conviccion  :  for  T  think  fcarce  anny  temporal  good  equal- 
ly to'  be  dezired  wldh  dhe  regard  and  familHarrity  ov  wordhy 
men.  I  hope  we  fhai  be  fom  time  nearer  to'  eachpddher,  and  hav 
4  more  reddy  way  c  v  pouring  out  our  harts. 

*  I  am  glad  dhat  yoo  ftill  find  encurragement  to'  procede  in  yoor 
pubbiicacion ;  and  flial  beg  dhe  favor  ov  fix  more  voUumes  to'  ad 
to'  my  former  fix,  hwen  yoo  can  widh  anny  convenience  fend  them 
me.  Plcze  to'  prezent  a  fct  in  my  name  to*  Mr.  Ruddiman,  ov 
hcom  I  hear  dhat  hiz  lerning  iz  not  \uz  higheft  excellence. 

*  I  hav  tranfcribcd  dhe  Mottoes,  and  returned^dhem,  I  hope  not 
too  late  ;  ov  hwich  I  think  manny  verry  happily  performed.  Mr. 
Cave  ha?  poot  dhe  lafi  in  dhe  Maggazene,  in  hwich  I  thin};  he  did 
wel.  I  beg  ov  yoo  to'  write  foon,  and  to'  write  often,  and  to* 
write  long  letters;  hwich  I  hope  in  tine  to'  repay  yoo  :  but  yoo 
mull  be  a  pacient  credditor.  I  hav  howevver  dhi^  ov  grattitud?, 
dhat  1  think  ov  yoo  widh  regard,  hwen  I  doo  not  perhaps  gtjiv 
4he  proofs,  hwicli  I  aught,  ov  being,  fir, 

?  Yoor  raoall  obleged  and  moall  umbel  fefvant, 

*  Sam.  Jonson.' 

'  Mr.  Sammuel  Jon/on,  at  London. 

*  I  tha-ught  you,  dear  fir,  in  my  det  j  but  alas  I  my  fifters  let- 
ter, hwich  I  yelkrday  received,  proovs  me  verry  deeply  in  yoors. 
And  oh !  dhat  1  wer  az  abel  az  willing  to'  pay.  Yoor  tender 
frendlhip  and  exalted  genius  fievy  unafked  to^  my  aid,  hwen  I  loft 
my  (dhen)  neareft  and  dearell  relacion  :  oh  1  dhat  I  cood  now 
minniller  equal  comfort  to'  yoo,  bereft  ov  a  nearer  and  dearer.  I 
can  indeed  (and  am  proud  to'  own  it)  partifcipate  yoor  forrow,  if 
hence  it  can  find  anny  alleviacion;  and  doo  widh  dhe  more  tender 
fenfibility  join  in  moarning  yoor  los,  dhat  I  now  can,  from  taftiiig 
a  like  happy  union,  judge  hwat  mult  hav  been  yoor  enjoyment. 
To'  paint  my  nocion  ov  dhe  latter  wer  to'  augment  yoor  grief; 
my  idea  ov  dhe  former  iz  fcarce  to'  myfelf  fuppoartabel.  It  foarces 
howevver  upon  me  a  confideracion,  hwich  1  hav  hiddherto'  been 
willing  to'  bannifh  from  my  mind  ;  dhat  dhe  ftrongaeft  human  ty 
mull  won  day  be  broken,  dhat  dhe  happieft  pair  won  day  mult 
part ;  dhat  won  fhal  probbably  go  a  moment  before  dhe  oddUer, 
to'  complete  perliaps  dhe  probacion  ov  boath,  and  prepare  dheir 
eternal  reunion.  For  me  dherforeit  iz  good  to'  forrow  widh  yoo, 
SiZ  wel  az  to'  hope.  B\i,t  furcly,  my  dear  frend,  it  wer  az  bold  az 
unnefcefiary  for  me  to'  ofier  anny  hints  edher  ov  confolacion  or 
counfel  to*  a  fafFerer,  hoo  haz  fo  powerfoolly  taught  dhe  pubblic 
in  genneral,  and  me  in  particcular,  to'  indulge  Nature  widhindhe 
limmits  ov  Rezon,  and  to'  exalt  dhe  Man  into'  dhe  Chriftian. 

*  But,  fince  dhat  moddefty,  hwich  ewer  accompanies  fuperlor 
merrit,  haz  prompted  yoor  grief  to'  feck  dhe  aid  it  uzed  to  con- 

G  4  vey ; 
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vcy  ;  in  obedience  I  mull  anfer,  and  in  juAice.declnre,  dhat,  ov 
dhe  various  linniments  hwich  allayed  my  diftres,  non  waz  equal 
to*  your  pubbiic,  far  les  to'  yoor  pivate  produccions.  Oddher 
foarces  ov  iollace  yoo  know  better  dhrm  myfelf.-  I  hav  dherfore 
cnc-Iy  to  mix  my  tears  wilh  yoors,  and  to'  wiin  yoo  evvcry  inward 
and  outv^rd  help  in  dhi$  yoor  time  ov  need.  Nor  can  I  dv  ut  but 
dhe  Relidgion  and  Vertue,  hoos  c;iuz  yoo  hav  fo  effeflually  ef- 
pouzed,  wil  fuppjoari:  under  evvery  prefT-jre  dheir  brave,  Bheir 
faithfool  advocate.  In  dhis  perfwazion,  az  in  evvery  good  wifli 
to'  Mr.  Jonfon,  I  inult  be  joined,  not  onely  by  my  d  areft,  hoo 
fech  moafl  tenderly  for  him  ;  but  by  all  diie  fenfibel  and  dhe  word- 
hy  ov  dhis  kingdom,  hoo,  dho  moarning  dhat  dhe  RaK:b!er  is  com 
to'  dhe  end  ov  hiz  lubors,  cannot  but  congrattulate  themfelvs  ax 
wcl  az  him,  dhat  hiz  labors  hav  ended  az  dhey  began.  How  hap- 
j  y  mull:  I  dherfore  deem  myfelf  in  privately  iharing  widh  yoo  for- 
-(W  or  joy,  and  ia  ftiling  myfelf  widh  equal  tendernes  and  truith, 
Dearefl  fir,  yoor  moafl  obleged  moift  refpedfooj, 

jand  moall  affeccionate  fervant, 

Bddinhurrouphf  ,  ^  , 

■M.'     ,     ,      **  Iames  Llphinston. 

Narch  20,    1752.  -^ 

The  two  lafb  of  the  volumes  confifl  of  j5oetry,  the  greater 
pare  of  which,  we  believe,  has  been  formerly  publiihed. 
Whatever  may  be  the  merit  of  thofe  poems,  it  cannot  be  ex- 
pf  £led  that  they  will  appear  to  much  advantage  in  the  uncouth 
drefs  of  a  new  and  unfaihionable  orthography. 


Tra^s  en  JVcWhtSy   J^/fcafures^   and   Co'nis,     By  George  Skene 
Ke'ithy  M.  J,     ^tQ.      IS,  6d,     Murray.      1791. 

'T^O  cllablifh  one  uniform  meafure  of  lengths,  and  from  the 
-■■  combination,  or  more  flriftly  the  involution,  of  lengths, 
|:o  fix  an  uniform  meaiure  of  bulks  and  weights,  have  been  of-* 
ten  the  objects  of  theoretical  enquiiers,  and  the  fubjeil 
has  lately  engaged  the  attention  of  the  legifiativc  bodies  of 
France  and  England.  It  is  well  known,  that  in  England, 
pur  weights  and  meafures  vary  according  as  they  are  ufed  in 
eftimating  the  value  of  dii>crent  obje6^s,  or  as  employed  in 
diiltrent  counties.  They  diifer  alfo  from  thofe  of  other  king- 
doms. To  obtain  a  general  meafure,  it  will  be  obvious,  that 
it  is  only  neceflary  to  fix  on  any  bulk,  any  fpace,  or  any 
]enij;th,  ascertained  by  the  laws  of  nature  j  and  this,  either  by 
evolution,  or  involution,  will  give  the  other  meafures.  If, 
c  inftance,  as  has  been  contended  by  fome  philofophers,  u 
d  op  of  dillilled  water,  or  of  fpirit  of  wine  of  a  given  denfity 
were  the  ftgndard,  a  certain  number  of  thofe  drops  would  form 

a  cubic 
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a  pubic  inch,  one  fide  of  which  becomes  a  meafure  of  lengtli, 
and  its  fqv^^re  a  meafure  of  fpace :  fo,  if  a  given  length,  is  fixed 
on,  its  fquare,  or  this  lengj:h  muhiplied  by  itfelf,  is  a  meafure 
of  fpace,  and  its  cube,  or  the  fquare  multiplied  by  the  fland^ 
ard,  is  a  meafure  of  bulk.     It  is  ncceflary,  however,  that  this 
ftandard   (hould  be  afcertained  by   fome  law  of  nature,  be- 
caufe  it  may  at  any  time  be  rectified  ;  tliat  it  fliould  not  be  a 
fmall  one,  as   by  numerous   involutions  any  accidental  error 
would  be  greatly  multiplied,  and  large  weights  differ  ultimate- 
ly, as   much   as  at  prefent  9  and  that  it  fhould  be  one,  which 
can  at  any  time  be  fixed  with  tolerable  accuracy.     Thefe  qua- 
lities, which  are    effentially  necefTary,  if  we  would  eftablifh 
and  preferve  an  invariable  ftandard,  feem  to  exclude  the  drops 
of  fpirit  of  wine  or  water ;  the  fpace  in  which  bodies  fall  in  a 
fecond,  or  the  degree  of  a  great  circle  of  the  earth  ;  above  all 
they  militate  againiithe  old  grain,  the  weight  of  a  grain  of  bar- 
ley, or  the  old  inch^  the  length  of  a  given  number  of  barley- 
corns. The  length  of  a  pendulum  vibrating  feconds  in  a  given 
latitude,  is    lefs  exceptionable ;  but  it  will  next  be  enquired, 
where  that  latitude  fhould  be  fixed.  Each  nation  will  contend 
for  the  honour,  as  it  has  done  for  the  point,  from  which  the 
longitude  ihould  be  reckoned.     The  arguments  for  fixing  it  at 
London  are  important.     It  is  nearly  in  the  centre  of  Europe, 
a  mean  between  the  length  at  Peterfburgh  and  Conftantinople, 
and  already  afcertained  unexceptionably  within  -p-i^  part  of  the 
whole,  and  probably  within  t-o-W5  and  this  ftandard  will  make 
fewer  alterations  in  the  weights  and  meafures  of  Europe  than 
any  other.     Our  author   fixes  on   the   length  afcertained  by- 
Mr.  Graham  in  1722;  viz.  39.126  inches,  and  this  ftandard 
he  propofes  to  call  a  vara  or  pace, 

'  As  to  the  eligible  qualities  ;  it  Is  of  fufliciently  large  dimen- 
fions.  Its  denominations  are  all  propofed  to  b*-  in  tens.  It  is  con- 
nected with  two  things  in  nature.  The  cube  of  the  pendulum,  or 
of  a  cubic  vefTel  of  its  dimenfions  filled  with  river  water  of  36.5** 
of  heat  (Fahrenheit)  contains  almolt  exadly  a  tun  weight  of  old, 
or  as  it  is  commonly  called  AmitiTdam  weight.  This  is  one  vtry 
remarkable  coincidence.  And  a  cubx  veffel  whofe  fide  is  -j-^  of 
afecondof  a  degree,  inlat.  45°,or  a  cube  of  12.15552  inches  filled 
with  the  fame  water,  contains  6olb.  of  old  weight,  or  30lb.  of  the 
propofed  ftandard  weight.  This  is  another  remarkable  circura- 
flance.  The  propofed  ftandard  we-ght  correfpond«,  not  only  with 
the  tun  of  old  weight,  but  alfo  very  nearly  with  the  Paris,  Am- 
fterdam,  and  Hamburgh  weights,  which  were  originally  the  fame. 
Only  it  is  propofed  to  make  the  pound  double,  or  equal  to  2  pounds, 
that  only  looolb.  may  be  contained  in  the  tun^  and  that  all  it??  de- 
jiominations  mav  be  in  tcni 
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*  As  a  meafure  of  length  it  correfponds  with  the  vara  of  Madrid* 
which  is  59.166  or  -g-l^  part  larger,  and  with  the  half  cannaor  4 
nercantile  palms  of  Rome  and  Montpellier,  which  are  very  nearly 
the  fame,  and  only  -5™  longer  than  the  pendalum.  It  is  alfo  a 
medium  between  the  following  meafures,  and  between  the  Ihort 
and  long  ells  of  Europe. 

Three  Lyons  feet     40.375 
Half  Canna  of  Sicily 40. 2 
Do.  of  Naples  41.256 

Three  Alexan.  feet   41 .874 
Geneva  Aune  44v6 

Vara  of  Portugal        44-03 
Paris  drapers  aune       46. 6S 


Three  Paris  feet  38.867:  Medium 

London 
Pendulum 
of 
59.126 
inches 
nearly 


f  hree  Danifh  feet      37-396 
The  Scotch  Ell  37.2 

3  Rhinland  feet  37 '^^7 

Amflerdam  ell  26.8 

Brabant  or  Antwerp  27.17 
Cavido  of  Portugal    27.354 

The  great  cbjeition  to  this  plan  is,  that  it  will  confound 
all  the  meafures  of  Europe,  for  our  author  propofes  to  divide 
it  decimally  into  hands  or  hand  breadths,  digits,  pins,  and 
lines  •,  that  is,  into  -j^,  t-^»  tttVo  and  t-?j-^»  It  would  be  a 
lefs  violent  meafure  to  fix  on  fome  place  where  the  length  of 
the  pendulum  is  equal  to  3  Paris  feet,  antl  divide  it  duo- 
decimally.  The  firlt  divifion  would  then  be  i  of  an  Eng- 
lifh  foot,  very  nearly,  and  the  fecond  ~  of  an  inch  Englilh. 
The  duodecimal  divifion  is  more  convenient  for  fubdivifions  ; 
and  one  other  denomination  will  only  be  necefTary  :  nor  would 
this  materially  alter  the  fubfequent  propcfals. 

*  For  fuperficial  meafures  the  fquare  of  this  vara  or  pace  is  to 
be  divided  into  100  fquare  handbreadths,  the  handbreadth  into 
lOO  fquare  digits,  and  fo  on  in  denominations  of  100  in  all  fquare 
jneafures.  The  iquare  vara  might  be  a  very  proper  ftandard  for 
roafons,  carpenters,  bricklayers,  &c.  In  regard  to  land  meafuring, 
which  is  nrsw  carried  on  with  a  chain  that  is  divided  decimally,  it 
is  of  lefs  confequence  to  introduce  the  vara  where  the  chain  is  ufed 
in  meafuring.  Yet  even  here  it  might  be  introduced  to  advantage, 
as  there  are  a  number  of  provincial  meafures  of  an  acre  in  Eng- 
land, and  both  an  Englifh  and  a  Scotch  flatute  acre ;  alfo  as  the 
denominations  of  an  acre  are  different  in  different  places  (the  pole 
or  perch  being  30^-,  36,  49,  &c.  fquare  yards)  it  would  be  more 
fimplc  to  fay  xoo  fquare  varas  make  a  fquare  chain,  and  100  fquare 
chains  make  an  acre.  This  ilandard  acre  would  contain  nearly 
z\  Englilh  acres,  nearly  two  Scotch  acres,  and  about  i\  of  the 
acre  allowed  for  fens,  foreft  lands,  &c.  in  England.  The  eflablifh- 
ing  this  acre  would  prevent  a  gentleman  from  being  impofed  upon 
in  the  purchafe  of  an  eflate,  or  a  farmer  in  the  taking  of  a  leafe, 
from  his  looking  at  the  number  of  ac-es,  and  not  knowing  the  mea- 
fure of  an  acre.  It  would  alfo  fave  the  trouble  of  finding  the  value 
of  the  fradions  of  an  acre  by  multiplying  by  4  for  roods,  40  for 

perches 
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perches.  Sec.  as  there  would  be  juft  as  many  varas  or  parts  of  a 
vara,  as  the  decimal  fraftlon  exprefled, 

*  For  folid  meafures,  or  meaiures  of  capacity,  let  the  cube  of 
the  prndulum  be  accounted  a  ilandard  chalder,  a  chaldron  of  coah, 
9.  tiin  of  liquid  meafure,  a  ton  of  ihip's  burden,  and  a  folid  vara. 
Pot*  weights,  letthe  cube  of  the  pendulum  be  filled  with  rain  or  dif- 
tilled  water  of  a  certain  degree  of  heat,  and  let  the  weight  of  that 
water  be  accounted  a  tun,  which  it  is  very  nearly  of  old,  Dutch, 
or  Paris,  weight. 

*  The  denominations  of  weights,  folid  meafures,  and  meafures  of 
capacity  are, 

1   Tun,  chalder,  or  vara     contains       lo  Bufhels,  barrels  or  cwts. 
I   Bufliel,  barrel,  or  cwt.     •  lo  Stones  or  gallons 

I   Stone  or  gallon  lo  Pounds  or  pints 

1    Pound  or  pint  ■  lo  Ounces  or  gills 

1  Ounce  or  gill  «■  lo  Drams  or  drops 

I  Dram  or  drop  ■      lo  Scruples  or  llerlings 

I   Scruple  or  fterling  ■  lo  Grains 

By  this  means  the  %indard  will  be  divided  and  fubdivided,  al- 
ways into  denominations  of  tens,  to  give  the  fccond  eligible  quality, 
in  §  2  of  the  theory.* 

Our  author  proceeds  to  the  mechanical  part,  or  the  mecha- 
nical conftruftion  of  weights  and  meafures  -,  and  to  fome  po- 
litical regulations  of  importance.  In  the  Appendix,  the  objec- 
tions are  anfwered,  and  we  would  fubmit  the  following  objec- 
tion and  anfwer  to  our  readers,  prefuming  only  that,  in  the 
method  we  have  offered,  much  of  the  inconvenience  will  pio- 
bably  be  leffened. 

*  This  plan,  it  may  be  urged,  will  be  attended  with  many 
inconveniences.  The  Englilh  foot  and  yard,  will  in  a  f^w  years 
be  funk ;  and  a  meafure  that  is  not  ufed  at  prefent  fublliiuted  la 
their  room.  Troy  weight  will  be  no  longer  the  legal  weight  of 
England  ;  and  avoirdupois  weight,  which  is  now  in  general  ufe, 
will  be  laid  afide  ;  while  old  or  Amfterdam  weight,  which  is  not 
info  general  ufe  in  England,  will  be  eftablifhed. — Anfvvers — 

*  I.  The  Englilh  foot,  and  indeed  all  the  foot  meafures  of  other 
nations  are..only  national  and  arbitrary  meafures.  They  are  at  pre- 
fent connected  with  nothing  that  is  uniform  and  permanent  in  na- 
ture ;  nor  are  they  meafures  known  or  ufed,  excepting  in  one  par- 
ticular nation.  But  the  pendulum  is  taken  from  fome:hing  in  na- 
ture !  and  either  coincides  very  nearly  with  the  meafures  of  fome 
©fthe  neighbouring  nations,  or  is  a  medium  between  them.  It  is 
therefore  to  be  preferred  to  the  Englifli  foot,  which  is  neither  con- 
ncded  with  nature,  nor  ufed  by  other  nations  at  prefent. 

*  «.  The  Englifti  yard  which  contains  3  feet  of  lineal,  9  feet  of 

8  fuperficial. 
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fcperftcial,  and  27  feet  of  folid  meafure,  labours  mider  the  fame 
difadvantages  with  the  Engliih  foot,  being  only  a  national  and  ar- 
bitrary ftandard.  And  befides  thefe  defedls,  it  is  improperly  divided 
i:ito  3,  9,  and  27  for  feet,  as  thefe  numbers  always  land  in  re* 
peating  decimals,  if  there  be  any  remainder  in  reducing  h^t  to 
y,irds.  Therefore  in  every  view,  the  Engliih  yard  ought  to  be 
laid  afide. 

*■  3.  The  proportion  between  the  Englifh  yard  and  foot,  and  the 
propofed  ftandard  being  once  fixed,  the  former  may  be  ufed  by 
^ofe  who  have  thefe  mearures,  till. the  fimplicity  of  the  pendulum 
and  the  largcnefs  of  its  dimenfions,  render  it  the  general  ftandard, 

*  4.  The  Engliih  foot  or  yard  does  not  correfpond  with  the  Troy 
cr  avoirdupois  pounds  orcwts.  while  the  propofed  ftandard  correii. 
ponds  very  nearly  with  a  tun,  or  zocolb.  of  Amilerdam  weight. 
It  is  very  true  that  the  Engliih  foot  corrcfponds  with  the  avoirdu^ 
pois  ounce.  For  the  f^nglifh  cubic  foot  of  diftilled  water  of  6o* 
lieat,  weighs  icoo  oz.  which  is  a  pretty  remarkable  coincidence; 
but  the  correfpondence  between  a  ilandard  taken  from  nature,  and 
a  tun,  which  is  the  highell  denomination  of  ^eight,  is  much  more 
jepiarkablc  than  the  coincidence  of  an  arbitrary  meafure,  the  En- 
glifh foot,  with  an  ounce,  which  is  only  an  inferior  denomination 
of  avoirdupois  weight.  The  latter  coincidence  is  of  little  confe- 
qaence,  as  there  4re  16  cz.  in  the  lb.  and  112  lb.  in  the  cwt. 
There  is  only  a  foHtary  correfpondence  between  the  feet  and  ounce, 
and  we  muft  calculate  for  the  pound,  cwt.  or  tun  avoirdupois,' 
If  10  oz.  were  to  make  a  pound,  and  loolb.  were  as  it  ought  to 
be,  3  cwt.   then  the  correfpondence  would  have  been  ufeful,  and 

^ihe  cwt.  would  be  62 J.  of  the  prcfent  avoirdupois  lb.  but  this 
•would  coft  the  nation  a  fet  of  new  weights,  without  any  corref- 
pondence with  the  weights  of  other  nations/ 

Some  obfervalons  are  added  on  Mr.  Whitchirrft's  plan,  and 
tKat  in  which  the  ftandard  is  taken  from  the  relative  propor- 
tion of  the  Englifli  foot  to  the  cube  of  the  pendulum.  To 
each  of  thefe  our  author  finds  very  con fiderable  objections.  A 
fev/  mifcellaneous  remarks  follow  j  #.nd  a  palliative  plan,  which 
will  in  fome  degree  lefTen  the  prefcnt  confufion,  without  any 
alteration.  We  have  no  doubt,  however,  but  that  an  alteration 
is  neceflary ;  and  this  before  us  is,  on  the  whole,  very  judi- 
cious. 

The  author's  arguments  in  the  cpnclufipn  deferve  great  at- 
tention :  we  can  feleft  only  the  heads. 

•  I.  If  v.'e  had  only  one  weight  and  one  meafure  in  Great  Britain, 
though  thefe  were  at  prefent  arbitrary  ftandards,  we  could  conne(^ 
them  with  nature,  by  finding  what  number  of  vibrations  a  pendu- 
Jum  which  correfponded  with  them,  made  in  a  mean  folar  day. 

f  II',  Laj^in§ 
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« II.  Laying  afide  therefore  the  foot,  the  four  feet,  and  Englifli 
yard  meafures,  a  pendulum  maybe  propofed  which  (hall  corrcfpond 
with  fcveral  of  our  weights,  and  fliall  alfo  be  an  aliquot  part  of 
the  moft  approved  meafure  of  a  degree  of  the  mcridfan.  Here  a 
number  of  unexpected  coincidences,  will  be  found  between  things 
which  at  firfl:  feem  very  remote. 

*  III.  I  come  now  to  inquire,  whether  after  all  it  would  not  be 
moft  proper  to  eftablifh  the  common  pendulum  which  vibrates  fe- 
conds,  as  a  general  ftandard.* 

In  the  explanations  much  repetition  occurs,  and  this  kind 
of  reafoning  it  is  impoffible  to  abridge.  We  {hall  therefore 
leave  the  author  with  our  commendations,  earneftly  wifhing 
that  the  fcheme  may  be  again  revUived  in  the  next  fefiion  of 
parliament. 

The  Aboriginal  Britons,  a  Prize  Poem,  Spoken  in  the  Theatrs. 
at  Oxfordy  July  8,  1 791.  By  George  Richards,  B.  A.  The 
fecond  Edition*    \to.   is.  6d,    Rivingtons.   1791. 

R.  Richards  has  (hewn  himfeJf  both  a  fcholar  and  man  of 
genius  in  this  performance.  His  numbers  are  extremely 
mufical,  and  he  writes  both  with  fpirit  and  corred:nefs.  Yet 
he  is  not  always  unexceptionable.  The  defcription  of  a  battle, 
in  which  the  manner  of  fighting  ufed  by  the  ancient  Britons 
is  exhibited,  appears  too  laboured  and  overloaded  with  orna- 
ment.    We  fhall  give  the  whole  paffage. 

'  Furious,  as  mountain  hearts,  the  tribes  engage. 
With  yells,  and  clanging  arms,  and  frantic  rage. 
Rapid  the  Briton  hurls  the  bolts  of  war. 
Mounted,  like  fate,  upon  his  fcythed  car ! 
Refiftiefs  fcours  the  plain,  and  burfts  the  files, 
A:  mad  tornadoes  fweep  the  Indian  illes ; 
The  fcythes  and  hooks  with  mangled  limbs  hung  round 
Yet  quick,  and  ivrithing  ghafily  with  the  wound  : 
Adown  the  madding  wheels  in  torrents  pour 
The  empurpled  fmoakingy7/-f^//»j  of  human  gore  : 
While  higii  in  air  the  fighs  and  (hrieks  and  groans 
Afcend,  one  direful  peal  of  mortal  moans, 
^   Pale,  panic-ftrack,  and  fix'd  as  in  a  trance. 
The  Romans  flood,  and  drop'd  the  ufelcfs  lance  : 
And  fear'd,  their  venturous  banners  were  unfurPd 
Beyond  the  confines  of  the  mortal  nuorld-. 
And  more  than  men,   horrific  in  their  might, 
Dar'd  them  from  Albion's  cliffs  to  fatal  fight.' 

The  Romans  muft  indeed  not  only  have  been  frightened, 
but  frightened  out  of  their  fenfes,  to  doubt  whether  tliey  were 

in 
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in  this  world  or  another.  The  fcythes,  and  hooks,  like  thofe 
in  a  butcher's  fhop,  hung  round  with  mangled  limbs,  and  thofe 
limbs  ftill  qu'icky  writhing  like  the  fevered  parts  of  a  fnake  or 
ed  ;  pouring  {mo\^\r\^flreami  of  blood  in  torrents^  while  fighs, 
flivicks,  and  groans,  unite  in  one  grand  peal  of  mortal  moans^ 
form  a  picture  in  which  the  colouring  Is  certainly  laid  on  with 
too  liberal  a  hand.  If  fuch  lines  conftitute  fublimity,  we 
know  not  how  to  diflinguifli  it  from  bombaft.— To  give  a  juft 
idea  of  the  beauties  of  this  performance,  we  fhould  tranfcribe 
the  greater  part  of  what  remains.  It  is,  however,  unneceflary ; 
and  we  conclude  that  it  meets  with  general  approbation,  from 
its  being  fo  foon  arrived  at  the  honor  of  a  fccond  edition,  a 
circumilance  that  feldom  happens  to  prize  poems  and  acade- 
mical exercifes. 

Genuine  Poetical  Compojitions  on  Various  Subje^s.  By  E, 
Bcntky,  %vo.  Is,  Croufe  <3«<a^Stevenfon,  Norwich.  1 791. 
'ipHIS  candidate  for  poetical  fame,  like  vStephen  Duck  and 
'■'  Mrs.  Yearfley,  owes  but  little  to  education.  She  was 
born  in  the  year  1767  :  inftrufled  in  reading  and  fpelling  by 
her  father,  a  journeyman  cordwainer.  When  fhe  was  ten 
years  of  age  he  was  difabled  from  working  at  his  bufmefs  by 
a  paralytic  felzure  ;  and  at  that  time  taught  her  the  art  of 
writing  from  copies  in  a  fpelling-book.  He  died  when  fhe 
■was  about  15  years  old  :  and  about  two  years  afterwards  {he 
difcovered  an  inclination  for  writing  verfes. — A  numerous  lift 
of  fubfcribers  leads  us  to  fuppofe  that  her  condud  in  life  has 
conciliated  the  efteem  and  regard  of  her  more  affluent  neigh- 
bours :  and  the  profits  of  the  publication  are  to  be  applied  to 
the  purchafe  of  an  annuity  for  herfelf  and  mother.  In  feve- 
ral  of  thefe  poems,  which  the  editor  aiTurcs  us,  *  are  the^^*- 
yiuitie  and  fole  productions  of  her  pen,'  we  trace  the  marks 
cf  original  genius. 

The  Ode  to  Content  ftrikes  us  as  the  moft  corre61:  and  cle-» 
rant;  as  this  appeared  in  print  before,  we  fhall  therefore  feledb 
the  ode  which  follows.  It  Is  addrefied  to  Chearfulnefs  *,  and, 
like  the  former,  fprinkled  with  ideal  beings,  the  conception  of 
whom  could  only  be  formed  by  a  ftrong  and  lively  imagina- 
tion. 

*  Hail !  Virgin  of  sethereal  birth. 

Thou  more  lovely  far  than  mirth, 
O  hither  bend  thy  way  ! 

Come,  beauteous  nymph,  ferenely  fmilingty 

Ev*ry  anxious  thought  beguiling. 
Thou  mak'H  each  profped  gay. 

*  Thine 
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«  Thine  eye  with  joy  young  fpring  behods. 
When  nature  ev'ry  charm  unfolds. 

And  fpreads  thy  fav'rite  hue; 
When  Eurus  to  his  cave  retires. 
And  Zephyrs  fan  thofe  glowing  fires 

That  verdant  life  renew. 

*  Thou  lov'ft  to  range  the  fields  at  dawn. 
Or  meet  the  Ihepherds  on  the  lawn. 

At  leifure  Eve's  advance  ; 
Briflc  Sport  comes  tripping  o'er  the  mead. 
And  fweetly  founds  his  oaten  reed. 

And  joins  the  rural  dance. 

*  Not  e*en  hoar  winter's  dreary  fway. 
Nor  freezing  blaft  can  thee  difmay. 

Nor  change  thy  fprightly  mien ; 
*Tis  then  thou  feek'ft  the  fecial  band. 
And  o'er  their  minds,  with  gentle  hand, 

DifFu'il  a  joy  ferene. 

*  Though  abfent  fol  his  ray  denies. 

Round  the  bright  flame  which  art  fuppliej. 

The  friendly  train  regale ; 
Some  fairy  legend  each  imparts, 
Whilft  rapt  attention,  gazing,  Itarts 

At  ev'ry  wond'rous  tale. 

*  Thy  prefeno*  charms  ftern  grief  to  reft. 
Thy  light  illumes  th'  untainted  breaft. 

Sweet  filler  of  content ; 
Like  her  thou  fly'ft  th'  abandon'd  mind. 
Where  guilt,  defpair,  and  fhame  combin'd. 

Their  haplefs  prey  torment. 

*  What  magic  in  thy  afpeft  dwells  ! 
That  melancholy's  mift  difpels ; 

What  graces  round  thee  Ihine  ! 
Sweet  pleafure  ever  near  thee  ftands. 
With  tranfport,  whofe  high  foul  expand* 

And  foars  to  realms  divine  * 
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FOREIGN    ARTICLES. 

Jtttccdotes  l^  Traits  Chara^enjiiques  de  Jofeph  II,  Empereur 
cies  Roma'ms'i  precedes  de /on  Tefiament%  tr  adults  de  I' Alle- 
mandy  par  Madame  de  R,  Premier  Cahicr.     8vo.     Paris. 

'TpHOUGH  we  have  received  only  the  firft  Number  of  thefe 
-*-  anecdotes,  they  are  too  interefting  to  be  pafied  over  in 
filent  expe6tation.  The  anecdotes  are  not  indeed  wholly  new, 
but  they  are  related  with  fpirit  and  propriety.  The  tranflator 
calls  herfelf  a  citizen  of  France,  and  declares  that  (he  wifhes 
to  offer  to  the  manes  of  an  unfortunate  and  calumniated  em- 
peror, the  fmcere  tribute  of  eftecm  and  veneration,  which  his 
actions  have  infpired. 

*  He  is  no  more,*  adds  fhe,  '  but  if  he  ftill  fiirvived,  and  if 
the  fadls  which  I  relate  had  then  been  colledled,  if  I  could  have 
procured,  I  fhould  have  tranflated  them.  If  any  thing  could  have 
foothed  his  diftrefs,  I  am  perfuaded  it  would  have  been  the  free 
and  voluntary  homage  of  a  Granger,  a  friend  of  humanity,  happy 
to  dojuftice  to  the  memory  of  a  man  not  lefs  great  than  fufceptible 
of  tendernefs,  and  priding  herfelf  on  the  reflexion,  that  this  would 
open  the  eyes  of  fome  prejudiced  perfons,  till  an  impartial  hiftory 
of  Jofeph  Ihall  fix  his  fame,  and  filcnce  the  weak  and  contempt- 
ible dcfamers  who  have  followed  him  beyond  the  tomb.* 

The  firft  part  of  this  Number,  as  the  title  mentions,  is  the 
will  of  the  emperor,  dated  at  Vienna,  the  i8th  of  February, 
1790.  This  will  ihews  equal  judgment  and  reflection:  we 
ihall  copy  only  two  of  the  articles. 

*  I  order,  that  the  moment  I  ceafe  to  exift,  the  fum  of  10,000 
florins  be  delivered  to  the  different  pariflies  of  this  city  and  fuburbs, 
to  be  diHributed  to  the  modcft  and  indigent  poor,  that  they  may 
pray  for  me. 

*  I  order,  that  the  prefent  teflament,  containing  my  laft  will,^ 
be  publifhed  after  my  death  ;  and  I  requeJft  thofe,  to  whom  I  may, 
contrary  to  my  intention,  have  not  done  ample  juilice,  to  pardon 
me -as  Chriflians  and  men.  I  befccch  them  to  confider,  that  the 
monarch  on  his  throne,  as  well  as  the  beggar  in  his  hut,  is  a  man, 
and  each  fubjed  to  the  fame  errors.' 

Jofeph  II.  was  a  great  traveller,  but  from  the  account  be- 
fore us,  it  was  with  a  defign  of  knowing  mankind,  not  from 
an  idle  curie  City.  The  obje£l:  of  his  travels  in  his  own  coun- 
try, fays  the  author,  was  to  examine  the  foil,  the  different 
productions,  the  inhabitants,  whofe  manners  and  laws  differ 
ib  much,  that  their  complicated  variations  check,  and  often 
fruftrate,  the  efforts  of  government.     He  wifhed  to  afcertain^ 

%  with 


Anecdotes  et  Traits  Charanerijllques  de  Jofeph  IL        97 

with  his  own  eyes,  the  neceflity  of  reforms,  and  the  proper 
encouragements,  fo  as  to  a6t  with  the  greateft  advantage  for 
his  fubje<Sls,  whom  he  conlidered  as  his  children.  With  this 
defign  he  travelled  through  Hungary  in  1767  and  1773.  No- 
thing efcaped  his  fcrutinizing  eye.  He  vilited  the  fortrefles  ; 
faw  the  prifoncrs  confined  in  them  ;  received  with  humanity, 
free  from  oftentation,  the  petitions  which  a  vaft  crowd  of 
every  defcription  prefented ;  and,  whether  he  was  obliged  to 
proceed  or  to  remain,  he  particularly  attended  to  them.  We 
can  fcarcely  conceive  the  imprellion  which  the  following  bil- 
let, put  into  his  hands  in  Hungary,  muft  have  excited.  We 
may  judge  from  it  the  ilate  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  bleffings 
it  derived  from  the  emperor. 

*  Moft  beneficent  Emperor, 
*  This  is  the  employment  of  the  week  !  Four  days  in  re- 
pairing the  roads-,  the  fifth  is  deftined  for  the  fifheries;  and 
the  fixth  for  the  chace ;  all  for  the  benefit  of  my  fuperior; 
the  feventh  belongs  to  God.  Judgp,  moll  juft  fovereign,  if  I  can 
pay  the  land-tax,  and  the  other  impofts.' 

Jofeph  who,  in  thefe  countrymen,  faw  creatures  like  him- 
felf,  who  was  fenfible  that  one  man  was  not  born  to  be  the 
Have  of  another,  and  that  countrymen,  with  rude  exterior  and 
ruftic  garments,  often  covered  noble  and  compaffionate 
hearts,  lightened  the  chains  of  the  Hungarian  peafants,  and 
confidered  of  means  entirely  to  deftroy  them.  He  knew  that 
the  feudal  fyflem  originated  from  the  misfortunes  of  former 
ages,  from  the  ignorance  and  fuperftition  of  the  people  *,  and 
that  it  was  fupported  by  perfonal  interefts,  and  by  prejudices. 
He  faw,  with  a  fecret  horror,  men  harnefled  to  the  manorial 
car,  like  beails  of  burthen,  and  re-eilablifiied  them  in  their 
native  privileges-  By  this  aClion  he  drew  on  himfelf  the  ha- 
tred of  the  nobility. 

During  his  lad  refidence  at  Luxemburg,  a  feleft  party  met 
daily  in  his  circle.  One  day  the  conversation  had  been  very 
ferious,  and  Jofeph  faid,  if  any  one  will  honour  my  tomb  with 
an  epitaph,  let  it  be  the  following  :  "  Here  lies  Jofefph  II. 
who  failed  in  all  his  undertakings."  —  *  Unfortunate  Jofeph! 
the  meafure  of  thy  ills  was  not  yet  full ;  it  was  not  as  a  fove- 
reign that  thou  fiiouldell  feel  diftrefs ;  it  was  as  a  man,  as  ^ 
man  of  the  moll  refined  fenfibility.' 

During  the  whole  of  the  night  of  the  i8th  of  February, 
1790,  the  emperor  fent  hourly  to  enquire  after  the  arch-du- 
chefs  EUzabeth,  whofe  approaching  delivery  could  not  be  con- 
cealed from  him.  At  half  after  feven  in  the  morning  he  re- 
ceived the  news  of  the  birth  of  a  princcfs,  but  the  mother 
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liad  juft  expired  in  the  moil  dreadful  torments.  Her  death 
rnuft  be  known,  and  his  confeflbr  was  commiflioned  to  inform 
him  of  it.  Joieph,  overwhelmed  with  this  unexpected  ftroke, 
was  for  a  rnoment  filent,  and  turned  away  his  head  to  coneeal 
the  lad  tears  that  trickled  down  his  cheeks.  A  deep  figh 
feemed  at  la  ft  to  relieve  his  oppreffed  bofom  ;  he  lifted  his 
eyes,  yet  full  of  tears,  to  heaven,  and  faid,  with  a  refigned 
voice— 'Lord  thy  will  be  done.*  When  he  recolleCled  him- 
felf,  he  faw  the  count  de  Rofemberg,  and  faid  to  him  with 
an  anguifh  impofTible  to  be  defcribed — *  My  fufferings  are  ia- 
credible  :  I  was  prepared  to  fupport  whatever  Heaven  might 
have  infli61:cd  -,  but  this  dreadful  misfortune  exceeds  whatever 
i  have  hitherto  experienced.'  The  arch-duchefs  was  his  be- 
loved fifter,  and  at  the  moment  of  her  death  his  ovm  '•'■as  in- 
evitable, and  the  hour  but  (liortly  diilant. 

In  this  moment  of  diftrefs,  however,  he  was  careful  in  his 
political  arrangements,  and  attentive  to  the  welfare  of  his  fub- 
*je<£ls.  He  ordered  the  cave,  in  whicli  the  emperors  were  ufually 
ilepofited,  to  be  opened,  that  thofe  whofe  curiofity  would  lead 
them  to  prefs  forward,  at  the  moment  of  his  funeral,  might 
not  be  injured  by  the  noxious  vapours  :  he  feut  the  chancel- 
lor an  order,  written  with  his  own  hand,  for  a  million  of  flo- 
rins to  be  taken  out  of  his  private  property,  for  the  fupport 
of  an  inftitution  for  the  relief  of  thole  bwrave  foldiers  who  had 
acquired  honour  In  the  field. 

On  the  day  of  his  death  he  faw  his  minifters,  v.^i  again  tosk 
Jils  leave  :  they  ftirred  not  from  his  apartment.  '  I  die,* 
faid  he  to  the  brave  Laudohn,  *  I  die,  happy  in  beiag  certain 
that  you  will  be  the  protecStor  of  my  army:  give  me  your  hand, 
1  fhall  foon  lofe  the  pleafure  of  preffing  it  in  mine.'  To  the 
cardinal  Megazzi  he  cxcufed  himfelf  for  having  occafioned 
}iim  fome  uneafincfs.  '  I  feel  none,'  rephed  he,  *  but  on  ac- 
count of  your  majeily's  fituation.'  The  old  count  Haddick 
was  fo  much  aifecled  by  the  fcene,  that  he  was  carried  away 
infenfible.  From  that  moment  he  never  quitted  his  bed,  and 
died  a  few  days  after  his  fovereign, 

Jofeph  ordered  the  infant  princefs  to  be  brought  to  him, 
and  taking  it  in  his  languid  arms,  kifled  and  bathed  it  with  his 
tears.  *  Dear  infant,'  faid  he,  *  true  portrait  of  thy  ami- 
able 4nd  virtuous  mother  !  Take  her  away,  for  my  laft  mo- 
ment is  at  hand.*  He  then  called  his  confeflbr,  who  was  be- 
ginning to  pray— God  we  praife  thee — when  the  emperor  iiv 
terrupted  him—'  Lord,  thou  who  alone  knoweft  my  heart,  I 
call  thee  to  witnefs,  that  I  had  no  obje£l  in  any  of  my  under- 
takings but  the  good  and  happinefs  of  the  fubjefts  thou  hall 
committed  to  my  charge — Lord,  thy  will  be  done  !'  He  thea 
fuffered  his  coufeiibr  to  go  on.  , 
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At  four  In  the  morning  tlie  emperor  awaked,  after  a  flight 
{lumber,  and  field-marflial  (!c  Lafcy,  the  prince  of  Deltricht, 
count  de  Rofenberg,  and  the  baron  Storck,  who  watched  in 
his  room,  went  to  Jiis  bed.  *  You  are  ftlU  here,'  fald  he. 
He  requeded  the  baron  to  give  him  fomething  comfortable, 
and  took  a  little  foup.  The  confeiTor,  whom  he  alked  for, 
read  prayers  again.  At  the  words — We  repofe  our  confidence 
on  faith,  hope,  and  love — the  emperor  repeated  faith  aloud  ; 
hope  in  a  lower  tone,  but  very  diflindtiy  ;  and  love,  with  great 
ardour.  *  It  is  enough,*  added  he ;  '  this  book  of  prayers 
will  be  of  no  farther  ufe  to  me :  I  give  it  to  you,  prefcrve  it 
for  love  of  me.'  A  few  moments  afterwards  he  faid  —  '  I 
think  I  have  fulfilled  every  duty  as  a  man,  and  as  a  king.' 
Turning  on  his  fide,  he  breathed  a  few  moments  with  diffi- 
culty, and  expired. 

We  have  been  longer  In  our  account  of  this  Number  becaufc 
it  is  in  many  refpe6ls  new  to  the  Englifh  reader.  We  trufl  no 
one  will  think  it  too  long.  At  lea(l,we  may  learn  from  it,  that 
though,  as  a  king,  Jofeph  was  fometimes  miftaken,  as  a  man, 
perhaps,  occafioually  fevere  and  intolerant,  his  afFe6tions  M'erc 
acutely  alive  to  the  happinefs  of  his  fubjecls,  and  his 
heart,  w^hich  beat  ardently  for  their  welfare,  never  in  a 
fault. 

Lettre  d^un  Francois  a  im  AngUh  fur  les  Moyen  qui  ont  Operc  la 
Revolution  de  France^  et  fur  les  Effets  quelle  a  prodults, 
Paris. — Reimprimee  a  Londres.     ^vo.     Hookham. 

A  MONG  the  tribe  of  democrates,  we  find  at  laft  one  of  their 
-^^  antagonifts.  The  wounds  of  perfecijtion  feem  to  rankle  in 
his  heart,  and  his  pen  appears  to  have  been  dipped  in  the  bittt  reft 
gall,  for  his  reprefentation  is  uniformly  gloomy  ;  and  his  traits 
and  chara<S^ers,  were  it  pofTible  that  they  fliould  be  true,would 
excite  the  warmed  indignation.  We  fay  'were  it  poffible,* 
for  we  cannot  think  human  nature  yet  fo  far  depraved,  or  that-, 
in  fuch  circumftances,  one  wife  or  good  man  could  for  a  mo- 
ment fupport  the  revolution  or  its  friends. 

The  whole  of  this  pamphlet  confiils  of  a  long  and  gloomy 
enumeration  of  the  ftratagems,  impofitions,  and  outrages, 
which  have  contributed  to  the  revolution,  with  an  equally 
unfavourable  profpe£t  of  what  has  been  done,  and  what  may 
be  expected.  *  If  another  Monk  fhould  arife  in  France,  be  af- 
fured,  he  adds,  that  his  fuccefs  would  be  equally  certain.'  We 
cannot  lay  afide  this  work  without  a  little  fpecimen  of  the  au- 
thors reprefentation  s. 

*  I  have  no  more  to  fay  of  Verfailles.     I  fliall  direct  your 
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views  to  the  capital,  which  after  having  fiibdued  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  people  and  enchained  the  king,  diftates  def- 
potically  its  laws  to  the  whole  empire.  You  knew  Paris  be- 
fore che  revolution,  you  know  that  it  was  the  centre  of  liber- 
tinifm,  of  impiety  \  of  every  crime,  and  every  vice.  Thofe 
who  were  overwhelmed  with  debts,  enllaved  by  the  ambition 
of  ruling,  or  animated  by  vengeance,  or  urged  by  avarice,  or 
hurried  away  by  ideas  of  liberty  and  of  independence  •,  Atheifts 
Deiils,  Jews,  players,  fecuralized  monks,  apoftate  priefts, 
avaricious  and  contemptible  Hock  jobbers,  young  enthufiafts, 
licentious  fcribblers,  incendiary  journalifts,  the  numerous  ene- 
mies of  peace,  the  friends  of  turbulence  and  commotion, 
joined  the  ruling  party  of  the  national  aflembly ;  and  from 
the  coalition  of  thefe  corrupting  and  corrupted  elements, 
fprung  the  formidable  league  known  by  the  name  of  the 
club  of  Jacobins.  This  club  has  its  prefidents,  its  officers, 
its  feffion,  its  regifters,  its  fecret  committees,  its  journalifts, 
its  fpies,  and  its  emiflaries  abroad  and  at  home.  It  unites 
with  the  club  of  1789,  with  the  central  club  of  the  8000,  ef- 
tablifhed  :for  the  propagation  of  the  rights  of  man  over  the 
•whole  earth.  It  has  drawn  to  its  party  a  confide rable  pro-^ 
portion  of  Parifian  guards  ;  it  has  raifed  a  whole  army  of  cri- 
minals, and  unemployed  manufacturers,  known  by  the  name 
of  Lack-breeches  (fans-culotte)  whom  it  entertain^  at  a  great 
cxpence,  with  the  public  money,  of  which  it  difpofes  at  will.' 
The  elegant  and  ufeful  allies  of  the  aflembly,  the  poifl^ardes, 
wanted  tp  hang  the  rogue,  \vhich  occafioned  fo  much  confu- 
fion,  the'  veto  -,  we  would  recommend  alfo  to  their  notice, 
•  one  deformed  not  yet  taken' — this  Monf.  Sans-Culotte, 
who  fcems  to  have  done  ?nuch  more  mifchief. 

Dc  la  Saltation  Theatrale^  qn  Rccherchcs Jur  FOrigine^  Ics  Pro-' 
grefs  iff  la  Effects  de  la  Pantomime^chcz  les  Ancicns^  avec  neuf 
Planches  coloriees.  D'lJJertatlon  qui  a  rcmporte  le  prix  double  des 
Fy^cademie  des  Jufcriptions  and  Belles  Lcttrcs  en   Novembre 
1789.   par,  M,  de  Laulnay.     ^to,     Paris.    1791. 
T^VERY  nation  h;  d  anciently  its  dances,  either  religious  or 
^-^  military-,  conneiSted  with  the  gymnaftic  exercifes,  pecu- 
liar to  the  games  and  the  theatres,  and  varied  according  to 
the  plays  reprefented.     Such  dances  are  not  however  compre- 
hended  by  the  Latin  term  faitatio,  which  M.  de  Laulnay 
has  prefcrved  with  little  variation  in  his  title  :  it  does  not  ex- 
prefs  the  art  of  jumping  in  meafure  or  forming  with  grac€ 
ileps  in  time,  a  cuftom,  which  among  us  is  often  only  a  feries 
of  inexpreffive  motions,  of  arbitrary  fteps,  incapable  of  raif- 
jng  ?iny  emotion  in  a  fpe^lator  of  fenfibilityj  and  which  can 
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at  bed  only  intcrcfl:,  by  die  infignificant  merit  of  the  difficulty 
of  the  attempt.  Saltation  is  rather  the  art  of  gefture,  by 
which  a  feries  of  adlions  is  imitated,  and  it  is  properly  trans- 
lated by  the  word  adopted  long  fince  in  our  language,  panto- 
mime- 
Plutarch,  it  is  obfervcd,  fpeaking  in  his  Sympofia  of  the  inti- 
mate union  of  poetry  and  dancing,  calls  the  lalt,  mute  poetry, 
and  the  former  a  fpeaking  dance  ;  but  Plutarch  confeliedly 
borrowed  the  idea  from  SImonidcs,  who  employed  it  in  the 
comparifon  of  a  picture  with  poetry.  It  is  fufficient,  however, 
in  our  author's  opinion,  to  enable  us  to  form  an  idea  of  the 
dances  of  the  ancients,  becaufe  poetry,  confifting  in  rythm, 
and  in  images,  the  imitative  and  meafured  gellures  conflituted 
the  art  of  pantomime.  We  fee  indeed,  that  the  dances  of 
the  ancients  were  a  m.imic  art ;  but  we  cannot  trace  in  them 
the  rudiments  of  pantomime,  according  to  the  idea  which  the 
ancients  have  themfelves  given  of  it :  on  the  contrary  by  their 
being  accompanied  with  mufic  and  fmging,  they  eould  not  de- 
ferve  that  title.  Plutarch,  in  the  fame  chapter,  tells  us,  that 
thefe  poems  do  not  only  raife  the  inclinations  of  the  dancers, 
and  draw  their  feet  and  hands,  as  it  were  with  cords,  but 
when  they  are  fung,  it  is  impoffible  to  fit  ftill  in  tranquility. 
The  fight,  and  even  the  tune,  of  the  fandango  in  Spain,  is  faid 
to  have  a  fimilar  effect,  and  even  to  conquer  every  idea  of  pro- 
priety and  decorum.  When  M.  de  Laulnay  endeavours  to 
fliow,  that  the  pantomime  art  was  known  to  all  the  ancient 
,  nations,  he  only  proves,  that  the  faltation  of  the  ancients 
was  imitative.  We  cannot  admit  that  one  Telefis  or  Teleiles, 
of  whom  Athenseus  fpeaks,  reprefented  in  pantomime,  the 
war  of  Thebes,  or  rather  that  play  of  JEfchylus,  the  feveu 
chiefs  before  Thebes.  His  gellures  were  probably  regulated 
by  the  rythm  of  the  vcrfes,  and  by  the  declamation  ;  perhaps 
by  the  found  of  fome  inftrument.  We  muft  form  the  fame 
judj^ment  of  the  art  of  Andron  of  Sicily,  who  is  faid  by  The- 
ophraitus  (on  tlie  authority  of  Athenxus  in  the  fame  paflage) 
to  have  accompanied  himfelf  while  dancing  on  the  flute,  from 
whom  to  dance  was  called  <ny.i.U(y\iVy  as  the  figures  of  the  dance, 
invented  by  Clcophantus  of  Thebes,  were  called  ^xXK\<xiXQ\.y 
from  whence  our  modern  term,  ball,  is  derived.  The  two 
Thraciahs  alfo,  mentioned  by  M.  dc  Laulnay,  on  the  autho- 
rity of  Xcnophon,  who  defcrlbed,  by  their  dance,  a  fingular 
combat,  add  little  to  his  argument.  Their  motions  and  the 
blows  which  tl^^y  gave,  were  adjufted  to,  and  meafured  by, 
tlie  rythm  of  the  mufic,  which  accompanied  them.  It  was  not 
therefore  a  pantomime,  in  the  ftricl:  meaning  of  the  term  ; 
and  the  other  examples.,  adduced  by' the  author,  "are  of  a  fi- 
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milar  kind.  We  can  eafily  admit,  that  mimes,  to  adopt  a 
.  dillinguiiliing  term,  were  common  in  Greece  at  a  very  early 
period  j  fome  of  v/hich  were  called  Ethologi,  becaufe  their 
entertainment  conveyed  feme  nfeful  leflbns  •,  others  Cynedc- 
logi  from  the  indecency  of  their  reprcfentations,  '  imitantes 
turpia  mimos  ;*  and  we  know,  that  different  names  were 
adopted  according  to  the  charadier  of  the  dance,  and  the  dif- 
ferences of  the  clafles,  which  they  adopted.  Some  authors, 
Itudioufly  invefligating  the  fubjecl  in  Plato,  Xenophon,  Arif- 
totle,  Strabo,  Plutarch,  Galen,  Julius  Pollux,  and  Lucian, 
have  enumerated,  if  we  remember  right,  near  50  different 
kinds  of  dances.  But  we  cannot  reckon  all  thcfe  dancers,  or 
even  the  daughter  of  Jephtha  and  king  David,  among  the  pan- 
tomimes :  nor  muft  wc  look  to  the  earlier  periods  of  the  Ro- 
man republic  for  aclors  v/ho  deferve  this  title. 

Our  author  fixes  the  firfl  xra  of  ihis  art,  among  the  Ro- 
mans, to  tlic  390th  year  of  Rome,  when  itage-plays  were  in- 
troduced. The  Ludiones  font  for  from  Etruria,  accomodating 
their  geftures  to  the  rythm  of  the  flutes,  reprefentcd  different 
fubje<Sls  in  the  manner  of  their  country,  livy,  however,  (lib. 
vii.  cap.  2.)  from  whom  this  account  is  taken,  exprefyly  fays, 
'  fine  carmine  ullo,  vel  fine  carminum  imitandorum  a61:u  j* 
and  he  adds  that,  in  the  fubfequent  imitations,  the  young  men 
joined  to  the  a6Hon,  verfesj  *  r.cc  abfoni  a  voce  niotus  erant.* 
Even  in  this  improvement,  we  fee  ncthir.g  like  pantomime. 

The  fecond  epoch  of  this  art  is  placed  in  the  year  614  A. 
U.  C.  When  gelliculation  was  feparated  from  declamation. 
Livius  Andronicus,  fays  M.  Laulnay,  fnft  hazarded  a  com- 
plete dramatic  atlion,  in  verfc,  and  rcfolved  to  adl  it  himfelf. 
He  repeated  it  fo  often,  at  the  requefl  of  the"  Romans,  that 
he  loll  his  voice,  and  was. permitted  to  perform  the  geflicula- 
tioiis  fuitable  to  the  piece,  while  a  young  man  fung  the  poem, 
and  was  accompanied  by  another  on  the  flute.  Yet  the  pieces 
of  Andronicus  were  not  compofed  of  a  fingle  part,  for  ha 
changed  his  mafic  and  his  drefs,  according  to  M.  Laulnay, 
with  the  characters  he  was  to  reprefent,  fo  that  his  plays  were, 
it  is  obferved,  an  unconne6led  feries  of  fcenes,  without  in- 
trigue. The  '  argument'  which  Livy  mentions  could  have 
been  but  flight,  or  it  mufl  have  been  very  indifferently  fup- 
ported.  The  opinion  of  Camillo  de  Sylvefbris  is  more  proba- 
ble, and  more  conformable  to  the  v/ords  of  Livy,  and  the  gene- 
ral teftimony  of  antiquity :  it  is  contained  in  a  commentary  on 
the   64th  verfe  of  the  fixth  fatire  of  Juvenal — Chronomon 

*  Wj  perceive  frLjnthefe  verfcs  that  Shakfpeare's  idea  in  the  following  palTagc 
15  not  a  new  one  : 

When  a  woollen  bagpipe  fings  in  the  nofe 
Cannct  contain,   &c. 
Jn  Juvenal  it  is  the  cffe<St  of  an  indelicate  pantomitne* 
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Ladam,  Sec*.  This  author,  among  other  curious  remarks, 
fuppofes  thatLivIus  Andronicus  firll  reduced  the  Greek  fatires 
to  tl^e  dramatic  form,  and  the  Hiftriones,  a  tranilation  of  Lu- 
diones,  joined  fometimes  words  to  their  gefticulations,  at  the 
time  when  tlie  fong  ceafed,  in  the  common  tones :  '  diverbia 
tahtum  ipforum  voci  reUfta/  The  diverbia,  according  to  Dio- 
med  the  grammarian,  was  the  dialogue  of  the  comedy,  while 
the  monologues,  executed  by  a  fmgle  a£lor,  were  ufually  fung. 
Aufonius  calls  the  comedies  of  Terence,  Diverbia.  It  is  not 
cafy  to  fee,  therefore,  why  our  author  calls  the  plays  of*Liviu3 
Andronicus  unconnected  fcenes,  and  executed  wholly  by  him- 
fclf.  Though  the  ufe  of  fong  had  become  almoit  obfoletc  in 
the  Roman  comedies,  yet  we  find  from  Juvenal,  that  the 
mimes  fometimes  employed  fmging  ;  and  it  appears,  that  they 
were  very  anxious  to  preferve  their  voices. 

The  third  epoch,  in  the  memoir  before  us,  is  faid  to  be  the 
period,  when  faltation  was  admitted  between  the  afts  of  thofe 
comedies  in  which  there  was  no  fmging.  Players  on  the  flute 
it  is  afferted  were  firft  introduced,  and  fucceeded  by  actors, 
who,  accompanied  by  thefe  inftruments,  endeavoured  to  repre- 
fent  by  their  gefticulations,  the  fubjeft  of  the  a6t  which  had 
been  played.  This  curious  obfervation  we  do  not  remember 
to  have  met  with  in  any  author  of  antiquity.  It  occurs,  we 
know,  in  fome  of  our  own  old  plays,  though  in  a  different  or- 
der ;  and  the  mimes  at  the  entertainments,  he  tells  us,  would 
occafionally  reprefent  paflages,  drawn  from  fable  or  hKloryj 
but  we  believe  there  is  no  proper  evidence  of  the  fa6ls  as  rela- 
ted by  our  author. 

The  fourth  epoch,  that  in  which  the  mimes  would  no  lon- 
ger play  in  the  comedies,  is  fupported  by  Suetonius,  quoted 
by  Diomed.  When  the  comedians  claimed  the  principal 
parts,  the  mimes  thought  themfelves  neglected,  and  would  not 
appear  at  the  fame  time  on  the  ftage ;  fo  that  this  is  the  true 
lera  of  pantomime,  and  Pylades  and  Bathillus  were  celebrated 
in  this  art  about  the  beginning  of  Auguftus'  reign.  M.  Laul- 
nay  allows,  that  the  name  of  pantomime  was  unknown  before 
this  period  ;  nor  has  he  found  any  author,  any  monument,  or 
any  infcription,  which  fhows  that  this  name  was  applied  to 
daocers  before  the  age  of  Pylades.  This  we  have  always  fup- 
pofed  J  and  it  is  this  opinion  which  has  made  us  follow  our 
academician  with  unufual  care,  and  point  out  the  errors  of 
his  accounts  in  the  three  firft  epochs.  The  name  is  certainly 
not  employed  by  any  Greek  or  Latin  author,  previous  to  the 
reign  of  Auguftus  :  it  was  then  invented,  and  apparently  by 
the  Romans.  The  name  of  mime  was  known  long  before  \ 
and  the  invention  of  a  new  term  fhows,  that  the  foi-mer  ap- 
pellation was  not  properly  applicable  to  the  awlion  of  Pylades 
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and  Batliyllus.  "What  "was  then  the  difference  ?  The  panto-* 
mimes  wanted  neither  flutes,  nor  fong,  nor  voices  to  reprefent 
an  entire  drama:  their  gellures  were  alone  fufficient.  The 
hiftorian  Zozimus  fays  pofitively  that  pantomimes  exifted  not 
before  the  time  of  Auguftus,  uttm  ti^qt^ov  aaa,  Suidas  had 
tliis  text  before  him,  though  he  chofe  to  fay  that  pantomimes 
were  invented  by  Auguftus :  this  Cafaubon  has  fufficiently 
proved*.  H(  w  then  can  we  fay  it  was  of  a  more  ancient  date. 
Can  we  know  better  than  the  ancients  themfelves  ? 

Macrcbius  (Saturnalia  xi.  lO.)  tells  us,  that  there  were  fre- 
quent contefts  between  the  Roman  orator,  Cicero,  and  the 
a<£lor  Rofcius,  which  could  beft  exprefs  the  fame  thought ; 
Rofcius  by  gefticulation,  or  Tuily  by  his  eloquence.  This 
was  certainly  the  firft  fpecimen  of  pantomime,  for  Rofcius 
flourilhed  before  Pylades  or  Bathyllus,  and  it  is  fcarcely  to  be 
fuppofed,  that  he  contended  with  Cicero  in  any  thing  but  gef- 
ticulation.  In  this  way  Lucian  tells  us,  that,  in  the  reign  of 
Nero,  a  celebrated  pantomime  reprefcnted  fo  faithfully  the 
adultery  of  Mars  and  Venus,  in  all  its  circumftances,  before 
Demetrius  the  Cynic,  iha::  the  philofopher  cried  out  in  aftonifh- 
ment — I  underftand — 1  fee  every  thing:  you  appear  to  fpeak 
to  me  by  your  hands.  The  hands  were  of  fo  much  ufe  in 
thefe  gclliculations,  that  pantomimes  were  called  chironomot 
— *  mnnibufque  loquax'— manu  puer  loquaci,  are  exprelHons 
cf  Claudian  and  Terentius  Maurus. 

Tliough  the  aurhor  is  miftakcn  in  his  principal  pofitioris  re^ 
fpedliiig  pantomimes,  he  has  collefted  with  fingular  induftry 
and  erudition  whatever  has  been  faid  of  the  mkni  either  by 
the  Greek  or  the  Latin  authors.  He  has  added  all  the  infcrip- 
tions  refpefting  thefe  as  well  as  the  pantomimi,  and  illuftrated 
the  whole  by  curious  and  interefting  notes.  Among  thefe  is 
one  which  relates  to  theatrical  mufick,  and  compofers  would 
find  in  it  fome  obfervatioiis  worth  their  attention. 

We  perceive,  in  general,  that  the  author  reafons  on  the  fine 
arts,  after  having  maturely  examined  theif  principles.  They 
all  relate  in  his  opinion,  to  nature  in  her  moft  perfect  ftate. 
He  analyzes  their  powers,  afeertains,  their  rank,  and  fhows  the 
methods  by  which  they  are  hrought  to  perfed^ion.  Hisrefults 
are  fometimes  ftriking,  perhaps  fmgular,  as  in  the  following 
paffage — *By  a  recompence  fufficiently  remarkable,  painting  is 
deprived  of  relief;  fculpture  of  colouring;  mufic  of  gefticu- 
lafion  ;  and  dancing  of  the  vocal  powers.'  In  the  hiftory  our 
author  adorns  vv^ith  flowers  the  rugged  paths  of  erudition ;  arul 

*  See  Suidas  in  Yerbo  'Q^nTii  vi\iyo(x\[A9t,  &  CaCiubon  in  Athen.  Kb.  w 
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liis  refle£lions,  generally  natural  and  often  ufeful,  are  exprefll 
ed  with  that  fimple  elegance,  which  renders  the  travels  of 
Anacharfis  fo  pleafing.  Our  author  feems  to  have  feen  farther 
than  Batteux  :  Cahufac  and  Noverrc  appear  to  be  familiar  to 
his  mind  ;  but  his  theory,  founded  on  better  principles,  may 
perhaps  prevent  dancing  from  becoming  a  dull  feries  of  inex- 
preflive  motions,  and  of  Heps  which  intereft  only  from  their 
difficulty.  We  fliall  fele61;  one  paflage  from  this  work :  our 
readers  will  perceive  that  nearly  the  fame  idea  has  already  been 
expanded  by  lord  Kames. 

It  appears  that  the  '  materiality* — the  manual  operations, 
which  diftinguiih  painting  and  fculpture  from  the  other  arts, 
have  not  been  fufficiently  attended  to.     The  diflinftion  was " 
however  important;   for  by  one  circumftance,   it  fixes  our 
ideas  on  the  eflential  parts  of  the  fine  arts,  and  points  out  a 
new  divifion  formed  by  nature.  We  perceive  that  painting  and 
fculpture  have  a  nearer  relation  to  matter;  mufick,  poetry, 
gefticulation  to  the  imagination :  that  the   firft  fpeak  to   the 
fenfes,  the  others  to  the  foul :  that  the  types  of  the  former  are 
external,   the  fource  of  the  latter  within  ourfelves;  that  the 
one  clafs  can  only  imitate  bodies,  while  the  other  defcribes 
even  intellectual  relations.     It  follows  from  this  comparifon, 
that  the  dominions  of  painting  and  of   fculpture  are  confined 
to  what  we  fee,  and  what  we  can  touch  ;   while  mufic  in  par- 
ticular  can  exprefs   more  than  the  intelled!:  can  underftand. 
This   new  analyfis   alfo  teaches  us,  why  painting  and  fculp- 
ture  do  not   make  fuch  durable  and  powerful  impreffions  on 
our  foul,   as  the   other  arts.     Thofe  of  colour  and  relief  are 
dumb  and  inanimate  :    they  are  confined,  by  nature,  to  a  li- 
mited  period:   they   feize  but  one  fingle  animated  attitude, 
while  the  duration  of  the  others  has  no  bounds.     Motion  and 
voice  are  incompatible  with  either  ;  and,  without  thefe,  there 
can  be  no  animation.     Their  imitation's  are  indeed  more  exa6t 
as  they  come  nearer  to  nature  ;  but  thofe  of  other  arts  excite 
more  emotion,   becaufe  they  belong  to   us  more  particularly. 
By  imitating,  we  feem  to  create ;   our  felf-love   is  flattered, 
and,  in  other  refpedls,  while  painting  and  fculpture  tend  to 
feparate   us  from  mankind,  the  vocal  arts  announce  the  pre- 
fcnce   of  man,  and  drive  us,  by  an  irrefiltible  impulfe,  to  fo- 
ciety.* 

Nine  coloured  plates,  well  executed,  follow ;  they  relate  to 
different  figures  of  antiquity,  copied  from  the  remains  of  art, 
and  fuppofcd  to  be  dancers- 
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DIVINITY,    R  E  L  I  G  I  O  U  S,  &c. 

Jn  EJfay  on  a  Fojfage  in  St.  Paul,  i  Cor.  xi,  lo.  addrejfed  to  the 
Lord  Bipcp  oj  Exeter,  and  publij^jcd  at  his  Lordfinp^s  requeji^ 
By  John  Hayter,  A.  M,  'i-oo.  6d.  VVilkie.  1791. 
IN  this  very  ingenious  and  learned  Effay,  Mr.  Hayter,  with  a 
-*  peculiar  vein  of  pleafantry,  the  fmile  of  Caffiiis,  who  feems  to 
difdain  that  he  fhould  be  induced  to  fmile,  combats  the  inter- 
pretation of  former  authors.  From  a  full  view  of  the  context  he 
propofes  to  read  EH  OYIIAS,  feparated  in  two  words  in  Head  of 
"^^ovKTiav,  according  to  the  common  reading.  The  whole  vcrfe 
will  theiefore  bear  the  following  meaning — *  On  this  account,  a 
woman,  as  the  dijlinguiping  mark  of  her  /ex,  ought  to  have  fome 
covering  on  her  head,  on  account  of  the  fpies.*  Et<  t/ij  >c«^a^Mf, 
our  author  obferves,  from  the  authority  of  different  pafTages,  may 
mean  a  covering,  and  from  the  general  llyle  of  the  reafoning,  it 
is  not  improbable  that  the  learned  apollle  of  the  Gentiles  di- 
reded  his  difcourfe  to  the  gnoHics  ;  and  he  ufed,  with  particular 
propriety,  the  metaphyfical  term  Ovdia,  ejjence.  The  conjedare 
is  ingenious,  and  the  emendation  by  no  means  arbitrary  or  vio- 
lent :  it  is  particularly  well  fupported  by  the  context  and  the  te- 
nour  of  the  whole  rcafoning. 

A  Sertiion  occafoned  by  the  Death  of  Mr.  fohn  Flight,  'who  depart' 
ed  this  Life,  July  10,  1791,  in  the  z^th  Tear  of  his  Age,  preach' 
ed  in  Angel-Street,  Worccfsr,  July  ZA.,  1791.  By  James  Dore. 
%vo.     td,     Gurney.     1791. 

A  plain,  praflical,  and  judicious  difcourfe  from  i  John  iv.  8. 
•  God  is  love.*  Jt  is  the  author's  defign  to  ihow,  that  the  eiTence 
of  the  Deity  is  pure  benevolence ;  and  from  thence  to  draw  the. 
moll  falutary  leflbns  for  the  condudl  of  our  lives.  Mr.  Flight 
feems,  from  the  account,  to  have  been  a  ferious,  pious,  young 
man,  of  the  fed  of  Anabaptills. 

F erfonal  Bememlrance  among  the  Joys  cf  the  other  World— fet  forth 

in  a  Difcourje  occajiontd  by  the  Death  of  the  Hon.  Richard  Spencer^ 

youngeft  Son  of  the  Earl  and  Countefs  Spencer.      By  Jofeph  Jekyll 

Bye.  A.  B,     j^to,    is.     Deighton.      179 1. 

We  have  read,   with  peculiar  pleafure,   this  elegant  and  inte* 

jelling  difcourfe.     To  a  mind  ibftened  with  grief  for  the  lofs  of 

one  to  whom   the  heart  was  peculiarly  attached,  it  is  a  plealing 

fource  of  refle»^ion,  that  the  barren  waile  and  unprofitable  fcene 

is  only  a  tranfient  one,   that  another  is  to  fucceed,  where  forrow 

is  to   be  wiped  from  the  eyes,  and  the  diilrefs  of  feparation  will 

not 
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not  be  again  felt.  Yet,  though  a  fourcc  of  comfort,  at  which 
the  broken  fpirit  catches  with  eagernefs,  perfonal  remembrance 
is  not  fupported  by  reafon :  it  is  a  pleafing  vifion,  which  we  wifli 
to  realize  ;  when  we  look  at  the  proofs,  they  appear  to  exill  only 
in  imagination.  What  we  anxioufly  hope  for,  we  eagerly  be- 
lieve ;  but  it  is  one  of  thofe  circumftances  which  are,  for  thepfc- 
fent,  hid  from  our  eyes.  The  revelation  has  not  fupported,  it 
has  not,  however,  difcountenanced  the  opinion  ;  but  reafon  llepg 
in,  and  tells  us  that  our  hopes,  our  v/jflies  and  expedations,  our 
defiresand  our  afFe^ions,  are  often  influenced  by  fuch  trifling  un- 
worthy motives,  that  we  Ihall  more  probably  look  back  on  this 
life  with  difguft,  as  a  fcene  that  has  been  played,  and  of  which  we 
V/ifh  to  forget  theremembrance.  — Mr.  Rye's  textis  from  2  Samuel 
xii.  23;  and  in  his  Difcourfe  he  difplays  much  learning,  as  well 
as  an  accurate  refined  tafte. 

A  ChargCy  by  y.  Clayton.  A  f^ermon  by  B.  Da'vies,  D.  D.  iviti? 
an  Introdu^fory  Addrefs ;  by  T.  TowUy  B,  D.  All  delivered 
an  Wednejday y  "June  29,  1791  ;  at  the  public  Separation  of  the 
Rev.  y.  Knight  y  to  the  Pajioral  Ofice  in  the  Church  of  nvhlch 
the  late  Re'v,  J,  Rogers  vjas  Faftor,      8i;o.      is.    Dilly.    1791. 

The  Charge  we  think  fuperior  to  the  Sermon.  Mr.  Knight  is 
truly  a  Trinitarian  ;  but,  in  the  whole  of  the  proceedings,  there 
is  too  much  of  the  jargon  of  the  lail:  century:  we  trufted  that 
fcarcely  any  traces  remained. 

The  proper  U/e  and  Application  of  Riches  recommended :  a  Sermon 
preached  at  Salterns  Hall,  April  15,  1791,  before  the  Cor ref pend- 
ent Board  in  London  of  the  Society  in  Scoilandy  incorporated  hy 
Roy al  Charter y  for' propagating  Chriji'ian  Knowledge y  in  the  High- 
lands and  If  ands .  By  Thomas  Rut  ledge  y  A.  M.  '^•vo.  ir.  Printed 
for  the  Author  and  the  Society.     1791. 

We  are  pleafed  to  fee  the  defigns  of  this  very  ufeful  Society  fo 
well  fupporied.  Mr.  Rutledge's  Sermon  is  well  calculated  to  add 
to  the  number  of  affillants,  by  difplaying  the  utility  of  the  plan, 
and  the  general  duty  of  being  rich  in  good  works.  It  is  a  plain, 
praftical,  and  judicious  difcourfe  from  the  excellent  direftions  of 
St.  Paul  to  Timothy  (i  Tim.  vi.  17,  18,  19.)  In  the  ftate  an- 
nexed to  this  Sermon,  we  find  the  number  of  fchoois  amounts  to 
near  300,   and  of  fcholars  to  10,500. 

The  proper  Objf^s  of  Education  in  the  prefcnt  Stale  of  the  World  1 
reprefnted  in  a  Difourfe  delivered  on  IVednfday  the  Z'jth  of  April , 
J 79 1,  at  the  Meeting- Hcufe  in  the  Old  Je^vryy  Lcndony  to  the 
Supporters  cf  the  Nenju  College  at  Hachiev.  By  Jcfeph  Priejlley, 
LL.  D.  F.  R.  Sy  life.  To  ^hich  is  fubj'dned  a  Prayer  delivered 
at  }  he  fame  Time  y  by  'IhomasBf'Jham.  8z/o.  \s.  Johnfon.  1791. 
We  cannot  highly  commend  this  Difcourfe  :  it  is  too  full  of  the 

advantages  of  an  education  in  which  the  mind  is  not  enchained, 

and 
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and  of  invcflives,  fometimes  without  foundation,  againft  the  con- 
du6l  of  the  univerfities  and  their  members.  We  fear  Dr.  Prieft- 
ley  triumphs  too  early  in  the  great  improvements  of  the  *  rifing 
youth,'  as  his  friend  Mr.  Lindfey  ftyles  them.  *  By  their/ruhs 
fhall  we  know  them.*  It  is  a  little  remarkable  how  the  DiiTenters 
fhift  their  ground  on  this  fubjeft  :  they  fometimes  blame  the  uni- 
verfities for  exading  a  fubfcription  to  articles,  which  the  pupil 
does  not  believe ;  and,  at  others,  they  talk  as  if  the  belief  and 
the  fubfcription  were  the  fame. 

POLITICAL  AND  CONTROVERSIAL. 
Moderate  Politics,  devoted  to  Britons,  izmo.  3/.  Walter.  1 791* 
In  a  lively  agreeable  manner,  our  '  Moderate'  author  glances 
at  Political  Controverfy,  Innovation,  Political  Powers,  the  Bri- 
tifli  Monarchy,  Conventions,  Parliaments,  Church  Eftablifh- 
xnents.  Law  Eilablifhments,  Military  Eftablifhments,  Commer' 
cial  Eftablifhments,  Literary  Ellablilhments,  Pcrfonal  Condudl.* 
His  opinions  are  candid,  but  his  arguments  do  not  always  carry 
conviction.  We  cannot  agree  with  him  particularly,  when  he 
recommends  the  number  of  diocefes  to  be  increafed,  and  the  bi- 
fhops  to  be  admitted,  like  the  judges,  to  an  occafional  attend- 
ance only  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  while  they  are  to  be  created 
knights  of  the  lamb,  with  the  ornament  of  a  red  ribband.  He 
thinks  that  there  are  fome  things  to  be  reftificd  in  our  conftitution; 
but  he  carries,  in  our  opinion,  his  innovations  into  fubjcds  which 
require  no  corrcttion. 

T'/^e  Kcpublican  confuted,  in  a   Series  of  Biographical,   Critical^  and 
Political  Stri^ures  on  1  homas  Paine*  s  Rights  of  Man.   By  Charles 
Harrington  Elliott,  E/q.      81/0.     zs.  bd.      Richardfon.      J 791. 
The  biographical  *inecdotes  are  collefted  from  Mr.  Oldys'  Life 
of  the  antJigoniit  of  Mr.  Burke  :   many  of  the  other  ftridlures  are 
abufive  ribaldry,  and  virulent  inveftive,  which,  though  the  au- 
thor of  the  Rights  of  Man  may  deferve,  we  cannot  commend  any 
author  for  uttering.     Among  feveral  errors,  there  are  fome  jufl 
remarks  in  Mr.  Elliott's  Hiltory  cf  the  Englilh  Conftitution. 

S'he  Political  Crifis ;  or,  a  DiJJertation  on  the  Rights  of  Man.  ^'vo, 
2s.  6d.  Jordan.  179J. 
Our  author  with  more  temper,  more  knowledge,  and  better 
abilities,  than  the  antagonill  of  Mr.  Burke,  defends  the  *  Rights 
of  Man'  againft  Dr.  Tatham's  fuppofed  attack.  But  though  he 
writes  with  ability  an^  judgment,  he  has  advanced  little  that  is 
new  on  the  fubjeft,  and  we  fhould  find  it  as  difficult  to  feledl  any 
ftriking,  brilliant  paffage  from  the  Political  Crifis,  as  to  give  a 
general  .  i  ftraft  of  his  argument.  He  fuppofes  the  hereditary 
fucceiHon  of  kings,  reprefented  as  unalterable  •,  the  reputed  un- 
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alterable  nature  of  the  eftablifhed  religion  ;  the  preference  of 
a  monarchy  to  any  other  form  of  government,  and  indeed  any 
eftablifhed  religion,  which  is  to  preclude  a  power  of  choofing  in 
the  people.  In  all  thefe  points,  he  is  not  perhaps  wholly  wrong: 
he  attacks  the  lefs  tenable  pofts  of  the  higher  party,  and  fome- 
times  with  fuccefs.  In  his  general  difcuffion,  however,  of  the 
Rights  of  Man,  he  is  lefs  accurate;  and,  in  his  exaggerated 
view  of  the  powers  of  the  people,  he  gives  a  fcope  to  anar- 
chy and  to  difturbances,  infinitely  worfe,  if  poffible,  than  deC 
potifm, 

Refe^ions  on  the  Contrcverjial  Writings  of  Dr.  Priejiley  relati've  to 
Religious  Opinions,  EJiablijhments  and  Tejis,  Part  /.  81;^. 
IS.  6ci.     Rivingtons,     1791. 

Dr.  Prieftley's  arguments  againft  eftablifhments  in  religion, 
and  reftriclions  on  account  of  religious  opinions,  have  been  pub- 
lifhed,  it  is  obferved,  in  various  forms;  the  principles  are,  how- 
ever, ultimately  the  fame,  for  perhaps  no  author  expanded  a  few 
ideas  into  more  fpace,  or  repeated  the  fame  in  fo  many  different 
forms.  For  thefe  reafons  the  author,  now  in  our  hands,  firft 
proceeds  to  combat  Dr.  Prieftley's  arguments  for  the  repeal  of 
the  teft  aft,  and  purfues  them  minutely,  with  a  ftrength  and  ac- 
curacy of  reafoning,  which  renders  his  prefent  work,  though  on 
a  beaten  fubjedl,  interefting,  and  in  fome  degree  new.  Remarks 
on  the  other  publications  are  expefted  to  follow.  As  a  fpeci- 
men  of  the  author's  abilities  we  fhall  feled  a  paflage  from  the 
advcrtifement,  for  it  would  be  *  adum  agere*  to  return  again  to 
the  principal  fubjeft. 

'  We  have  indeed  lately  been  told  by  an  American  incendiary 
that  we  have  no  conftitution ;  who,  like  fome  of  our  own  writ- 
ers of  the  prefent  day,  in  his  political  vocabulary,  inftead  of 
experience  has  fubftituted  CKperiment,  and  opinion  inftead  of 
law.  He  fays  tliat  we  have  no  conftitution  ;  but  according  to 
his  principles  no  conftitution  could  exift  in  any  government.  In 
our  ideas  of  a  conftitution,  with  national  agreement  we  conned 
permanent  obligation  ;  but  this  republican's  dodrines  fet  all  or- 
der and  permanency  at  defiance.  Change  and  diforder  are  the 
idols  of  his  politics.  Indeed  all  that  this  American  republican 
aflerts,  amounts  to  this  only,  that  we  have  not  a  conftitution  be- 
caufe  we  have  not  a  republic. 

*  There  appear  to  be  two  eflential  errors,  among  others,  which 
accompany  all  applications  of  abftrad  natural  rights  to  any  ftate 
,of  civil  fociety  ;  one,  in   fuppofing,  that  the  fame  form  of  go- 
vernment is  equally  fuited  to  all  ftates  of  fociety  ;  and  the  other, 
in  not  diftinguiihing  between  principles  of  polity  and  modes  of 

polity. 
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polity,  that  is,  in  not  perceiving  that  the  fame  principle  of  po- 
lity may  cxifl  under  a  variety  of  modes,  and  confeqoently  that 
modes  of  political  liberty  may  vary  with  the  expediences  of 
times  and  fituations  without  injury  to  the  principle  of  liberty.* 

When  Dr,  Prieftley  had  aflerted,  that,  in  no  other  country 
were  the  diflenters  from  the  eftablifhed  church  excluded  from  ci- 
vil offices,  and  particularly  mentioned  Holland,  it  was  unfortui- 
nate  that  Socinians  appear  to  have  been  particularly  excepted. 
The  authority  is  a  work  entitled  Nouvelle  Defcription  de  la  Haye, 
1785,  quoted  by  the  prefent  author;  and  we  mention  it,  that  the 
faft  may  be  denied  as  publickly  as  the  French  writer  has  aflerted 
if,  if  not  tiue. 

Letters  to  the  Re<v.  Dr,  Priejlley ,  in  Vindication  of  thofe  alreaay  ad^ 
drcjfed  to  hifn,  en  the  Infallibility  of  the  Apofiolic  Tefimony,  con^ 
turning  the  Perfon  of  Chrif.  By  the  Re'v.  E.  Burny  A.  B,  S-vo, 
ij.  6d,     Rivingtons.      1790. 

We  find  it  an  arduous  tafk  to  keep  pace  with  Dr.  Prieftley,  in 
the  attacks  en  this  polemic,  and  his  defences.  At  prefent 
wc  find  that  Mr.  Burn's  firft  letters  have  not  occurred  in  our 
Journal,  probably  becaufe  they  were  not  publilhed  in  London.  In 
this  fecond  fet,  we  fufficiently  fee  the  tendency  of  the  iirft,  and 
the  cool  difpaffionate  temper  of  the  author.  The  object  in  quef- 
tion  v/as  the  infpiration  of  the  apolUes.  Mr.  Burn  fuppofcd 
that  Dr.  Prieftley  denied  their  infallibility,  and  adduces  diiferent 
paffages  from  his  oiijcr  works,  in  fupport  of  his  opinion.  Dr. 
Prieftley  denies  that  he  doubts  of  their  infallibility  in  objects 
conneiled  with  their  milfion.  Mr.  Burn  contends,  that  this  ad- 
miffion  does  not  materially  affect  the  queltion,  and  at  all  events, 
their  teftimony  is  of  more  importance  than  the  early  opinion* 
of  the  fathers.  If  we  believe  them  to  be  infpired,  it  fnperfedes 
all  others ;  if  not,  they  are  cadi er  witneftV.s  of  the  do61rines,  and 
fyc  witnelles  of  the  events. 

Kruidence  that  the  Relation  of  Jofphus  conce)  ning  lIerod\^  ha'ving 
7Ui»  Built  the  temple  at  ferujalem  is  either  fa/fe  or  mijlnter'hreted, 
Second  Edition,  S'vo,  is.  6d,  Rivingtons.  17S9. 
Remarks  on  the  Scriptural  Account  of  the  Dimenfons  of  Solomon'* s 
Temple,  By  the  Author  of  Remarh  on  the  Evidence ,  %vo,  is, 
Rivingtons.     1790. 

We  have  examined  this  contrcverfy  in  Its  progreflive  fteps,  and 
the  feveral  works  occur  in  the  i^xiiid,  Lxvth,  and  i,xviith  vo- 
lumes of  our  Journal.  Our  remarks  have  been  chiefly  confined 
to  Jofephus'  account,  for  the  more  minute  points  of  the  contro- 
verly  refpecling  the  different  meafures  We  then  found  ;  and  we 
iUU  confider  them  in  the  fame  light,  as  incapable  of  h  proper  and 
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fatisfaftory  analyfis.  A  leading  point,  in  the  Enquiry,  is  un- 
doubtedly, whether  Zerubbabel's  teirple  was  really  inferior  in 
length  to  SoIomon^s  ?  Mr.  S.  in  the  Supplement  to  the  fecond 
edition  of  the  Evidence,  contends  that  it  was.  He  fuppofes  the 
length  of  the  houfe  to  be  60  cubits ;  that  of  the  porch  20,  .a  r\d 
that  of  the  fanifluary  20.  The  great  objedl  is  to  Ihow,  that  the 
fanduary  was  an  additional  building,  as  well  as  the  porch.  That 
the  latter  was  fo  is  evident  from  1  Kings  vi.  3,  fince  it  is  cxprefs- 
"ly  faid,  that  its  length  anfwered  to  the  breadth  ;  that  the  former 
was  taken  oat  of  the  houfe  of  60  cubits,  is  equally  clear  from  ver. 
16,  17,  and  19,  where  it  R-ems  to  be  direQed  that  thefanfluary 
fliould  be  contraded  into  a  cubical  chamberof  20  cubits.  W  hat- 
«ver  becomes  of  the  hypothecs,  we  are  compelled,  we  think ,  to 
*underftand  the  17  th  verfe  as  relating  fo  the  length  of  the  temple  ie^ 
fore  the  fanS'uary ,  The  divifion  between  the  temple  and  the  fanc- 
tuary  muft  have  contracted  this  fpace,  our  author  obferves,  by  live 
cubits;  but  Mr.  Burgefs  Ihows,  that  the  diminution  was  only  that 
of  one  cubir,  and  we  may  remark,  that  the  cedar  wainfcotting 
would  equally  contradl  the  temple  in  the  other  dimenfions,  for 
what  was  20  cubits  wide  originally  could  not  be  fo  much  when 
cieled.  The  fanduary  was  certainly  contrafted  on  the  top,  nor 
are  we  to  judge  of  Solomon's  tafte  in  archite£lurc  from  our 
prefent  fashions.  We  own,  therefore,  from  a  diligent  examina- 
tion of  the  point  at  ifiuv",  in  this  part  of  the  work,  that  we  can  not 
find  the  vao<;  to  be  a  diilind  building.  The  whole  of  the  temple 
of  Solomon,  independent  of  the  porch,  was  60  cubits  only;  and 
when  the  fanduary  was  taken  out,  the  houfe  could  be  but  40  cu- 
bits in  length.  How^far  this  conceflion  influences  the  general 
quellion,  we  ihall  take  another  opportunity  of  explaining:  it 
chiefly  militates  againft  the  author  of  the  Evidence's  iirfl  hypo- 
thefis  ;    but  this  he  has  already,  in  part,  abandoned. 

Political  Speculations,  occafioned  hy  the  Progrefs  of  a  Democratic 
Party  in  England,  S'vo.  is,  Gardner.  1791. 
Our  author  cannot  be  highly  commended  :  his  work  is  fynthc- 
tical  rather  than  analytical,  and  the  Rights  of  Man  he  endea- 
vours to  difcovcr  in  different  forms  of  government.  We  have  no 
very  high  opinion  of  his  political  or  his  philofophical  talents, 

jfn  Anfnver  to  Dr.  Priejlley^s  Letters  to  the  Right  lion.   Edmund 
'  Burke,  in  a  Letter  to  the  Author.    By  a  Layman  oftht  EJiabliJhed 
Church,     S'vo.      is.     Rivingtons.      1791. 

The  Layman  replies  to  Dr.  Prieftley  very  calmly  and  minutely. 
He  points  out,  in  many  of  the  Letters,  much  inconclufive  rea- 
foning,  and  particularly  reprehends  Dr.  Prieftley's  reprefentation 
©f  the  comparative  merits  of  the  Eftabliflied  Church  and  the  Dif- 
iejjiers.     In  fliort,  in  this  very  able  and  judicious  re^ly/  wc  meet 

witk 


112  Monthly    CatalogItb. 

with  mucli  to  commend,   and  fcarcely  any  thing  — nothing  of 
the  leall  importance — to  blame. 

MEDICAL. 

Ds/cr'iption  of  a  Portable  Cheji  of  Chemijiry  ;  or,  complete  ColleSiion 
of  Chemical  Tejls,  for  the  Ufe  of  Chemijlsy  PhvJicianSy  Mineral- 
cgifs,  Metallurgijisy  fcientific  Artijls,  Manufaiiurers,  Farmers, 
and  the  Cultivators  of  Natural  Philofophy,  Invented  hy  J.  F.  A, 
Gottling,  Tranfated  from  the  original  German,  S'vo.  ^s, 
Kearfley.     1791. 

This  cheft  is  defigned  for  family  ufe,  and  is  of  a  portable  fize,  {o 
as  to  form  a  proper  companion  in  different  excurfions,  particu- 
larly to  watering  places.  It'tontains  all  the  ufeful  chemical  tellsf 
and  the  work  will  fufficiently  inftrud  every  moderate  chemift  in 
ufingthem  for  various  purpofes,  and  for  many  different  objedls. 

Experiments  and  Ohfewaiions  en  the  Crefcent  Water  at  Harrogate* 
By  T.  Garnetty  M.  D.  S'vo.  is,  6d.  Johnfon.  1791. 
Dr.  Garnett  begins  with  an  attempt  to  fhow,  that  chalybeatcs, 
with  the  fulphur  waters,  might  be  often  ufeful ;  but  that,  on 
adding  fleel,  a  decompofition  generally  takes  place.  Near  Har- 
rogate, however,  afpringwas  fortunately  difcovered,  in  which 
the  fuperior  chemiftry  of  nature  had  combined  them  with  fuccefs, 
though  the  water  has  generally  a  turbid  whitenefs.  Its  heat  is  a 
Jitlle  lefs  than  that  of  the  other  mineral  fprings  in  the  r.eighbour- 
hoodl     The  contents  of  a  wine  gallon  of  the  Crefcent  water  are, 

dwr.  gr. 

*  Of  aerated  iron         •         -         -         -  -         02 

aerated  lime  -  -  -  -        o     3-J^ 

falited  magnefia         -  -  -         -       i   21 

muriatic  or  fea  fait         -  -  -  5^7 

vilriolated  magnefia,  or  Epfom  fait  -  08 

*  Of  aerial  fluids, 

*  Aerial  acid^  or  fixed  air  20,8  cubic  inches. 
Hepatic,  or  fulphureous  air  13,6  cubic  inches. 

'  Exclufive  of  a  fmall  quantity  of  aerial  acid  retained  by  the  iron 
and  lime  in  the  heat  of  boiling  water.* 

The  fenfible  effeds  are  nearly  thofe  of  the  Bath  waters,  to  which 
may  be  added  a  diuretic  quality  on  ufing  exercife  not  fufficiently 
violent  to  excite  perfpiration.  Our  author's  analyfis,  and  his 
diredions  for  drinking  the  waters,  are,  on  the  whole,  corred  and 
judicious.  His  chemical  objedions  to  the  ufe  of  tea  are  perhaps 
too  refined. 

v/  Treatife  on  the  Diagnofis  and  Prognofts  of  Difeafes,      Part  I,     By 

P.  P,  Price.     8i;o.     2s.     Johnfon.      1791. 

No  author,  in  Dr.  Price's  opinion,  has  written  on  the  prog. 

nofis  of  difeafes  fince  the  period  of  Hippocrates,  except  Profpcr 

Alpinus.     la  this,  however,  he  is  evidently  miftaken  j   for,   be- 

fide* 
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lides  Le  Roy  and  one  other  modern  author,  whofe  name  has  ef* 
caped  us,  numerous  ancient  authors  have  tranflated  the  Prognof- 
tics  of  Hippocrates,  or  added  to  them.  We  fhall  refer  him  onljr 
to  the  Index  of  Vander  Linden's  Lexicon  in  Verbo  Proghoflica. 
The  prefent  work  is  undertaken  with  proper  views,  and  conduc- 
ed with  much  judgment.  It  is  not,  as  Dr.  Price  contends,  of  fo 
little  confequence  to  quote  the  authorities,  for  fome  of  thefe 
prognoftics  are  doubtful,  and  fome  we  fufpedl  to  be  erroneous. 
Tumbling  with  the  bed  cloaths  is  generally  a  fign  of  fatuity,  but 
feldom  fo  dangerous  as  it  is  reprefented,  Sweet  taftedfputum  in 
a  peripneumony  is  only  a  mark  of  confiderable  general  weaknefs, 
and  never  of  an  abfcefs  in  the  lungs*  Various  other  obfervation* 
might  be  added,  but  they  would  perhaps  only  militate  againll 
fome  author,  whofe  opinion  was  not  before  efteemed  of  great  im- 
portance :  we  fufped  that  Dr.  Price  does  not  very  often  fpeak 
from  his  own  obfervation.  The  work  is  to  be  divided  into  five 
parts ;  and  this  contains  the  adlive  inflammations.  If  it  be  not 
too  late  to  fuggeft  a  hint,  we  might  add,  that  the  work  would  be 
much  more  ufeful,  if  the  general  prognoftics  of  the  clafs  or  order 
were  premifed  ;  and,  under  each  head,  only  thofe  of  the  difeafe 
mentioned. 

An  EJay  on  the  Vitality  of  the  Blood.  By  J.  Corrie,  M.  D.  S-voi 
2s.  Elliot  «,W  Kay.  1791. 
As  this  work  confifts,  in  a  great  meafure,  of  remarks  on  the 
EfTay  on  Glandular  Secretion  by  Dr.  Hendy,  and  a  Thelis  by  Dr. 
Hyde  on  the  Circulation  of  the  Blood,  it  is  not  eafy  to  give  a 
particular  account  of  Dr.  Corrie's  arguments.  It  appears  to  be 
a  juvenile  attempt,  and  pleafmgly  but  not  fatisfadlorily  executed  : 
it  difplays  much  ingenuity,  but  is  occafionally  deficient  in  phi- 
lofophical  precifion* 

POETICAL. 
An  Heroic  Epijile  to  the  Rt.  Hon,  E.  Burke,     j^to.     is,    Debretti 

I79f. 
We  know  not  that  we  are  deftitute  of  humour,  and  have  laugh- 
ed occafionally  with  both  fides ;  but  having  engaged  deeply  in 
the  difpute — (for  it  may  pojjibly  happen,  that  our  author's  hu- 
mourous talents  are  defe(^ive),  we  felt  no  inclination  to  fmile  in 
any  part  of  this  Heroic  Epiftle.  We  fhall  felecl,  however,  one 
of  the  beft  paflages,  where  the  bard  rapt  into  future  times,  feej 
revolutions  in  this  country,  fimiJar  to  thofe  in  France. 

*  But  fay,  what  nobler  vidlims  claim  regard  ? 
Who  (hall  the  lanterne  grace  in  Palace-yard  ? 
Lo!  firft,  with  oaths,  defying  and  defy'd, 

H y,  high  priefl:  of  prejudice  and  pride. 

Crit*  Rev.  N.  Ar.  (III.)   Sept.  1791.  I  P.   „    ,3 
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D s  fucceeds,  and  H -y  and  R • 

With  many  a  fhrug  the  long  proceflion  clofe. 

*  Great  S y  fnaps  the  wand  he  lov'd  to  wavf. 

No  more  to  aft  the  tyrant  and  the  Have. 
P — tt  to  Calonne,  in  fuHen  ftate  retires. 
To  write  or  fpeak,  as  Burgundy  infpires; 

And  G n  bids  her  lov'd  cabals  adieu. 

With  Madame  Polignac  to' con  virtu. 

'  But  fay,  can  age  or  fanftity  avail  ? 
Lo!  on  St.  Stephen's  gate  a  bill  of  fale. 
Where  J — k — 1  jefted,  Bel — e  warbled  Greek, 
Lo  !   now  the  deaf  and  dumb  are  taught  to  fpeak. 
Tht /acred  houfe  *  as  bafe  a  purpofe  knows. 
For  there,  alas  !   incurables  repofe. 

'fin  lien  of  thefe,  now  Pimlico  fupplies 
Her  far-fam*d  riding  houfe  of  giant-fize. 
There  rings  the  fpeaker's  bell;   there  Jebbs  decide, 
X  Unfchooi'd  in  courts,  to  parties  unally'd.* 

The  images  are  all  taken,  it  is  fald,  from  the*  Refleftions  ;' 
•hut  there  is  more  fpirit,  more  genius  in  one  page  of  that  work, 
than  in  fifty  Heroic  EpilUes  like  this  before  us. 

A fenfj  Words  of  Ad^vice  to  the  Common-Council  sf  Lhterpocl.      By 
Li'rpoolienjis  Pindar ^  E/q.     /\to,     u.  6d,     Symonds.      1 79 1. 
On  this  local  temporary  fubjeft  we  cannot  decide.     As  an  imi- 
tator, a  brother  of  Peter  Pindar,  efq.  our  author  deferves  re- 
gard.     Some  of  our  corps  confider  him  as  a  namefake  only;  and 
if  they  claim  the  Aime   father,  deny  that   the   bantling  was  the 
produftion  of  the  fame  Mufe.     We  muft  decline  therefore  all  de- 
cifion,  till  he  fpeaks  on  a  fubjeft  that  we  can  all  underlland,  and 
Jome  of  us  can  judge  of. 

Satire  di  Salvator  Rofa,  rijiampete  a  Spefe  di  G.  JBaJchetti,  lima. 
Londra.  No  Bookfellers  Name.  1791. 
This  is  a  very  elegant  edition  of  Salvator  Rofa's  Satires  ;  and, 
fo  far  as  we  have  compared  them  with  an  old  edition  now  before 
us,  a  very  correft  one.  Some  circumilances  of  the  life  of  this  ce- 
lebrated painter,  who  is  fcarcely  known  as  a  poet,  are  prefixed^ 
In  thefe,  however,  there  is  nothing  which  appears  to  us  to  be 
new. 


<  *  The  Houfe  of  Lords,  fo  called  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  Weft- 
minfter  Hall.' 

«  f  The  national  affembly  fit  in  the  Manege  of  the  Thullleries,  and  the  pre- 
fident  rings  a  bell  to  impolc  filence.' 

«  I  Country  clowns,  who  have  feat*  in  that  affembly,  fome  of  whom  are  faid 
not  to  be  ttble  to  read  and  whte.    Kefle<5li»n«,  page  (^i.\ 
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^}ft  Ladies  Afs  Race ;  or,   the  Sports  of  Barton  Downs,  a  Poem  in 
Heroic  Verfe.     Small  j^to.     zs,     Richardfon.     1791. 
Our  author,  in  his  addrefs  to  critics,  afks, 

*  Shall  giants  ftrive  to  crufli  a  fly?* 

Should  \vc  be  To  unmerciful,  he  phreatcns  in  mpft  tremendous 
Itrains  : 

*  Faith  I  will,  carnivorous  finners. 

Taint  your  meat,  and  fpoil  your  dinners !' 
Left  this  dreadful  accident  fliould  happen,  we  njuft  fay,  thatfince 
the  days  of  SImonides,  who  came  nearell  to  our  author  in  cele- 
brating a  viftory  in  a  race  of  mules,  we  have  not  feen  much  better 
vcrfes  on  fo  unpromifing  a  fubjeft.  The  humour  is,  however, 
volatile  :  it  has  evaporated  in  the  carriage  j  and  Herodotus  and 
Virgil  are  brought  in  rather  too  forcibly.  We  fhould  not  have 
•fufpefted,  if  it  had  not  been  exprefsly  noticed,  that,  in  a  de- 
fcription  of  the  fall  of  one  of  the  riders— 

*  Prone  from  his  feat,  his  wan  diredor  flew. 
His  nofe  firft  met  the  ground — — 

Was  an  imitation  of 

Excutitur  pronufque  magifter 
Volvitur  in  caput. 

The  Redeemer,  A  Poem.  By  John  Tivsed,  S'vo,  zs.  Printed 
for  the  Author.     1791. 

Much  cannot  be  expeded  from  an  author  who  profeflTes  that 
what  he  offers  to  the  public  eye  is  owing  to  the  folicitation  of  his 
friends,  not  to  gratify  his  own  vanity  ;  that  it  is  nearly  in  its  ori- 
ginal imperfed  flate,  on  account  of  his  having,  from  the  necef- 
fary  duties  of  an  adlive  profeflion,  but  little  leifure  to  attend 
the  Mufes.  From  thcfe  circumftances  few  readers  will  be 
difappointed  at  the  perufal  of  this  poem.  It  is  as  good  as  any 
one  engaged  in  a  laborious  profeflion,  who  wrote  merely  by  way  of 
relaxation,  might  naturally  be  fuppofed  to  have  written.  But 
why  lillen  to  the  partiality  of  friends,  and  obtrude  on  the  public 
what  he  confeflTes  to  be  imperfedl  ?  Is  not  this  treating  it  fome- 
what  contemptuoufly  ?  If  he  could  not  improve  the  poem,  we 
might  impeach  his  ability  ;  if  he  could  but  would  not,  his  civi- 
lity and  refped  to  the  public  become  queftionable.  Let  him, 
however,  make  his  own  defence,  and  'valeat  quantum  'valere potefi, 

*  It  is  hoped  the  reader  will  forget  \\\z  poetry  in  tht/uhjed.-^ 
If  he  fliould  not  improve  his  head,  he  may  at  leafl  amend  his 
heart,  which  is  much  better — Or,  if  he  would  chufe  to  iind  fault 
with  the  performance,  let  him  hwx.  pra^ice  the  rules  laid  down 
in  It,  and  he  may  reft  afl'ured  of  finding  himfelf  a  much  better 
Ciiriilian  than  before.     When  the  fubjed  is  every  man's  con- 
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cfirn  (as  is  the  prefent)  the  meaneft  and  weakeft  endeavours  niay 
l)e  ufeful ;  and  if  any  one  ihould  read  this  to  his  advantage,  the 
author  will  have  obtained  his  end/ 

Ode  for  the  Fourteenth  cfjuly,   I79^j  '^^  ^^y  conjecrated  to  Free- 
dom :   being  the  Annvverfary  of  ^he    Re-volution   in   France,      By 
Robert  Merry,  A.M.     4/0.      is.     Bell.      1791. 
Mr.  Merry  writes  in  general  with  energy  and  animation  ;  but 

this  litth  poem  is  fcarcely  an  objeft  of  critical  examination. 

Poems  by  John  Rannie.     The  Second  Edition,     2>vo,,     2s.  6d.      Ro- 
binfons.       1791. 

This  fecond  edition  *  is  publifhed  by  fubfcription,  and  the  au. 
thor  teHifies  a  grateful  fenfe  of  the  liberal  patronage  which  has 
been  afforded  him.  He,  however,  gives  no  catalogue,  owing 
to  the  requeft  of  many  among  his  fubfcribers,  '  that  their  names 
jnight  not  be  publiihed.*  Whether  any  additions  or  alterations 
are  made  in  the  poems,  we  are  not  told,  neither  can  we  abfolute- 
iy  recoiled];;  though  the  prefent  colledion  ftrikes  us  as  being  dif- 
ferent  from  that  which  we  faw  before. 

N     O  ,  V     EL     S. 

pinarbas,  a  Taje,  being  a  Continuation  of  Rajfelas,  Prince  of  Abyf 
fnia,     \zmo*     p,     Dilly.      179 1. 

It  is  no  flight  undertaking  to  purfue  the  fteps  of  Johnfon,  and 
to  endeavour  to  complete  what  he  has  left  unfinifhed.  A  writerj, 
greatly  fuperior  to  the  common  rnnk,  engaging  in  a  tafk,  un- 
der fo  many  difadvantages,  could  fcarcely  expedt  to  fucceed  :  it 
is  no  little  credit  to  our  author  that  he  has  fucceeded  fo  well. 

Johnfv  n's  Raflelas  is  written  with  the  cool  philofophical  difcrl- 
mination,  well  adapted  to  pourtray  the  mind  ftruggling  with  dif- 
advantuges,  and  gradually  expanding  by  its  own  efforts.  Each 
new  perfon  with  whom  he  converfes,  by  fuggefting  different  views, 
contributes  to  the  more  perfedl  evolution  of  ideas,  and  to  their 
more  accurate  precifion,  while  that  peculiar  clea|-nefs  of  Tohnfon's 
cwn  opinions  illuflrates  and  finifhes  the  whole.  Our  author  Ihows 
much  judgment  in  not  ftudying  to  imitate  the  manner  of  his  pre- 
^eceflbr.  VVc  have  met  with  but  one  Johnfonian  expreffion  in 
the  whole  :  it  is  at  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  chapter.  But  he  has 
followed  Johnfon  in  the  gradual. progrefs  of  Raffelas' improvement, 
and  fhoun  .he  efted  of  the  various  lefibns  contained  in  the  for- 
mer volumes.  Ori  the  whole,  we  think  the  narrative  interefling; 
the  fitu.  Liens  are  varied  a  d  well  chofen,and  the  fentiments  pure* 
ly  virtuous,  and  ilriftiy  moral.  It  is  a  continuation  which  John- 
fon could  not  have  difapproved,  and  which  he  probably  would  not 
!have  been  afhamed  ti>  ■  wn. 

♦  §ge  Crit.  Rev,  Vol.  txvii.  p,  53^* 
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Th  Lake  of  Winander  Mere,  a  No'vel.  By  the  Editor  of  Maria* 
2  yoh.  izmo.  6s,  Lane,  1791. 
The  {lory  is  a  little  too  complicateJ  ;  the  denouement  too  ab- 
rupt; and  the  whole  not  very  probable  ;  yet  it  is  an  amufine  and 
interrfting  novel  :  with  the  little  correlations  of  a  maller-hanu  it 
might  have  ranked  the  foremoil:  in  the  fecond  line. 

The  Fffeds  cf  Vanity  ;   cr,   Mary  Meannjoell and K/tty  Pertly,  a  Talf 
nx'r titer,  for  the  Vft  0/  the  Sunday  Schools.      By  the  Author  of   the 
CoHtraJi\   or,   the  Hijiory  of  Jcvnes  andThomas.      Small  ^-vo.   i.d» 
Scatcherd  ^«^  Whitaker.      i/pi. 
A  plain,  moral  tale,  told  with  judgment  and  propriety. 

Jdolphus  \  or,  the  Unnatural  Brother,  a  ISweL  2' Vols,  limo* 
6i.  Wilkins,  179I. 
No-r-we  have  not  yet  penetrated  the  depth  of  the  bathos : — we 
have  not  yet  feen  folly  atnd  infipidity  in  their  moit  difguil'ng 
forms.  Adolphus  finks  lower  than  any  other  work  of  this  kind. 
we  have  hitherto  peiufed  ;  and  we  can  only  fuppofe  thar  there  i.^ 
fomething  worfe,  becaufe  we  have  formerly  thought  ourlelves  at 
the  bottom  of  the  fcale  and  been  miilaken. 

Villercy  ;   or,  the  Fatal  Moment,  a  No'ueL     By  a  Lady,     3   FgIt. 
\2mo.     gs.     Lane.      i/^i. 

This  novel  Is  interelling  and  pleafing;  but  furely  the  error  of 
Villeroy  did  not,  by  any  ftatute  in  the  code  of  poetical  juftice,  de- 
ferve  fuch  a  vifuation  on  the  head  of  his  inoffending  offspring.  In 
our  cafual  vifits  to  the  circulating  library,  when  apparenily  in- 
tent on  fomething  better,  we  have  overheard  the  converfation  of  a 
foft  fentimental  fair  one.  Diftrefs  is  occafionally  the  favourite 
theme,  and  to  wring  the  heart  with  imaginary  woe  is  confidered, 
by  fuch  ladies,  as  a  fufficient  recommendation.  With  their  fuffrage 
the  author  muft  be  content ;  but,  till  we  leain  that  the  mind,  foft- 
ened  by  thefe  tales,  commiferates  more  fenfibly  real  misfortunes^  we 
fhall  confider  fuch  cataflrophes  as  blemiihes. 

The    Duchefs   of  York,    an   Englijh   Story,     2    Fols,      jzmo,      6/, 
Lane.     1791. 

What  can  we  fay  ?  The  preface  difarms  criticifm  ;  and  hiilori- 
cal  probability,  fo  far  as  hiftory  goes,  is  not  violated.  Where 
hillory  is  filent,  our  author  has  fupplied  the  narrative,  not  im- 
properly, nor  unartificially,  and  has  at  leaft  formed  a  novel  equal 
to  the  works  of  many  of  her  cotemporarieb. 

The  Danijh  Mojfacre,  an  Hijlorlcal  FaSl.     By  the  Author  of  Mon^ 

mouth,  a  Tale,     z  Vols,     izmo,     6s,     Lane.     1791. 

This  work  is  neither  new  nor  old:  it  has  not  the  intereft  of 

the  one,  nor  the  zeil  of  the  other :  it  is  generally  infipid,  and 

often  difgufting  from  its  improbability.     The  Danes  too  are  the 

%  heroe«: 
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heroes  :  though   Etheldred  was  contemptible,  Guiderius  ihouM 
not  have  been  the  only  refpedhible  Englifhman. 

Ai'var.:^ ;  cr.  Irrefipble  SeduBioh,  a  Spanip  Tale.  Dedicated  ta 
his  Rcyal  Highnsjs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  izmo.  35.  Richard- 
fon.     1791. 

The  fedudion  was  irrcfiftlble  ;  for  the  proverb  tells  us —  *  He 
iDuli  needs  go  when  the  devil  drives.' — In  fhort  the  devil  put  on 
iheappearance  of  a  beautiful  woman,  and  it  is  not  for  thccredit 
of  Spaniiii  gallantry  to  have  refiiled  fo  long.  The  tale  is  hu- 
mourous and  interelHng  :  it  is  the  produdlion  of  no" common  au- 
thor, and  the  moral  is  a  good  one — Shun  the  firll  temptations  to 
vice,  however  trifling  they  may  appear. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

jS  Familiar  Guide  to  the  Hchrevj  Language^  in  a  Series  of  Letters 
addrejfed  to  a  Lady.  By  Henry  Evans  Iloldir,  ^-vo.  u, 
Billy.     1791. 

A  plain  and  perfpicuous  Hebrew  grammar,  compiled  chiefly 
from  Parkhurfl,  Robertfon,  and  Gray,  well  adapted  by  its  fim- 
plicity  and  conciienefs  to  aflill  any  one  in  obtaining  a  competent 
knowledge  of  this  language,  which,  when  the  few  difficulties  that 
i^rft  occur  are  overcome,  may  be  eafily  attained  without  the  af- 
jjflance  of  a  mailer. 

Genuine  Memoirs   of  the   late  celebrated  Ed^vard   TV — ly  M — gue,. 

Ejq.   nviih  Reraarks  on  the  Manners  and  Cufoms  rf  the    Oriental 

World,  publijhcd  fnjn    original  pojihuwous  Papers.     Second  Edif 

ticn,     2  yols.  \2mo.     6s.     No  Bookfeller's  Name.    1791. 

The  firft  edition  efcaped  our  notice,  and  our  Journal  would  not 

probably  have  been  lefs  valuable  if  thefe  volumes  had  not  fallen 

in  the  way  of  our  colleftor.     It  is  a  patch,  work  of  European  and 

Oriental  adventures,  to  which  the  name  of  Mr.  Montague  is  af- 

£xed,  with  the  old  flory  of  lady  Mary  W.  M's  adventure  in  the 

fer.iglio,      Mr.    Montague  was   fingularly  attached  to    Oriental 

cuHonif,  and  a  man  of  equal  fpirit,  abilities,  and  eccentricity. 

He  might   have  met  with  adventures  like  thefe;   but  there   is  no 

evidence  that  they  ever  happened  to  him. 

Olfcrvations  on  the  Propagation  and  Management  of  Oak  Trees  in  ge^ 
neral,  but  more  immeaiarely  applying  to  his  Majejiy''s  Nenv  Foreji  in 
Hampjhife,  In  a  Letter  addrej/ed  to  the  Right  Hon  fohn  Earl  of 
Chathajn,  frf  Lord  Ccm7ni£ioner  of  the  Admiralty.  By  T.  Ni' 
cholsy  Puweyor  of  the  Navy  for  Portfmouth  Dock-Tardy  Svo.  is. 
Baker,  Southampton.     1791. 

We  muft  refer  this  pamphlet,  which  really  contains  many  very 
valuable  and  judicious  remarks,  to  the  Reviewers  of  his  imajelly's 
t'oraH  lands;  to  which  may  be  added,  the  R^vienjuers  of  his  navy. 

Refedion^ 
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Rcjlciiions  on  the  lajl  Scene  of  the  late  Dr.  Jchnfons  Life y  as  exhibited 
by  his  Biographer,  Sir  fohn  Ha^wkius.  8i;o.  9^.  Dilly.    ijgi. 
The  tide  pnge  is  a  fufficicnt  indication  of  the  fubftance  of  this 

pamphlet,  and  fhovvs  that  it  is  the  cant  of  a  fed.  The  milenniuiw, 

in  our  author's  opinion,  is  not  an  external,  temporal  reiga  ;  nor 

is  it  confined  to  any  limited  number  of  years,* 

Fragment  of  a  Prophecy  lately  Jifco'vered  in  the  Cell  of  a  French 
Hermit  ;  containing  divers  Matters  relating  to  the  prefent  Difinr- 
hances  in  Europe,  Faithfully  tranfated  from  the  Original,  %ijc, 
\s,  (id,  Shepperfon  <2W  Reynolds.  1791. 
This  Prophecy  is  founded  on  the  plan  of  Voltaire's  Prophecy, 
refpeding  Roufleau,  which  is  tranflated  in  one  of  the  early  vo- 
lumes of  the  Annual  Regiiler.     It  is  pointed,  farcalUc,  and  hu- 
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*  123.  And  they  (hall  form  faieiies,  to  deftroy  the  principles 
upon  which  all  fociety  is  eftablilhed  :  ard  they  fhall  call  them- 
felves  good  fuhje^isy   and  they  Ainll  teach  all  good fubjeSls  to  rebel. 

*  125.  And  they  ihall  fpeak  in  praife  o\' order ;  and  they  Ihall 
encourage  tumult  :  and  they  Ihall  blame  national  difTentions  ;  and 
they  fhall  y£/;/7c///  national  diffentions,  and  they  Ihall  get  their 
bread  by  them. 

*  128.  And  they  (hall  fpeak  loudly  concerning  rights,  that 
that  they  may  do  njurcng  with  impunity  :  and  they  fnall  endeavour 
to  confound  every  idea  both  of  right  and  njurong. 

'  129.  And  they  fhall  ^r^/i/ unto  nations  the  r/^^/ of  choice; 
and  then  they  (hall  abufe  them  for  the  choice  that  they  have  made. 

*  132.  And  they  ^vaW  aflert,  that  when  men  gi^ve  up  their 
rights,  they  ftill  retain  them  ;  and  that  by  the  very  aft  olfettlntg 
a  form  of  government  they  acquire  a  light  10  fub-veri  it. 

*  133.  And  they  fhall  maujtain  t\\-cii  poi.ver  is  right,  and  that 
right  IS  ponver  ;  and  that  all  have  equally  a  ri^ht  lo  poiver  :  and 
the  vulgar  lliall  ihind  amazed  at  the  profundity. of  their  reafoning. 

*  139  And  they  Ihall  le?. ch  ihs  farving  pea/ant  that  ho  iS 
^Gual  in  prcpcrty  to  the  man  who  poliefres  thoufands  :  and  the 
peafant  fliali  marvel  that  he  knew  it  not.* 

All  thefe  articles  are  not,  as  may  be  expelled,  of  equal 
merit.  Tlie  commentary  is  not  very  fujiable  to  the  text:  it  is 
too  formally  grave,  and  too  warmly  controverfial.  It  is  a  weight 
which  fmks  the  pleafant  humour  of  the  prophecy,  and  will  pre- 
vent it,  perhaps,  from  being  the  favourite  of  both  parties. 

The  great  and  important  Difco-very  of  the  Eighteenth  Century,   and  the 
Means  cf  fetting  right   the   National  /Iffairs,   l^c.     By  G,  Ed- 
I'jards,  Efq.  M*  D.     St'o.     5/.     Ridgway.      1791. 
In   the  Appendix  to  the  Lxviiith  volume  of  our  Re.iew  w3 

gave  an  account  of  this  author's  treatifs  on  *  The  Aggrandifi?- 

nien: 


120  Monthly    Catalogue. 

menC  and  National  Perfeftion  of  Great  Britain ;'  and  in  the  Lxxth 
volume  (p.  174),  we  took  notice'  of  his  *  Royal  and  Conflitu- 
tional  Regeneration  of  Great  Britain.*  Thefe  works  bear  fo  great 
an  affinity  to  each  other,  both  in  defign  and  execution,  that  it  is 
chieP.y  their  titles  which  diJcriminate  them.  The  fame  remark 
may  be  made  with  refped  to  che  produdion  now  before  us,  where 
we  trace  the  author  purfaing  his  idea  of  national  aggrandifement 
and  regeneration,  with  all  the  ardour  of  patriotifm  ;  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  with  the  zeal,  if  not  of  a  political  I'ifionary,  at  leaft 
of  an  enthufiaPvic  projedor.  To  make  any  obfervations  on  this 
treaiife,  would  only  be  to  repeat  what  we  have  faid  of  the  two 
former  works  above  mentioned.  Dr.  Edwards  endeavours  to  en- 
force his  fentiments  by  particular  addrefles  to  his  countrymen  in 
general,  to  the  cultivators  of  patriotifm,  to  the  gentry,  to  the 
two  houfes  of  parliament,  and  to  his  majefly  ;  exhorting  them,  in 
the  ftrongeft  terms,  to  co-operate  in  the  important  work  of  na- 
tional regeneration.  The  dodor,  we  hope,  has  at  length  exhauft- 
cd  the  fubjeft  ;  for,  however  agreeable  it  may  be  to  himfelf,  wc 
greatly  fufpecl  that  it  is  very  infipid  to  the  public. 

An  Impartial  Inquiry  into  the  pre/ent  State  of  Parochial  Regijiers  ; 

Chaiitable  Funds  ;  Taxation,  and  Parijh  Rates,   By  James  Lucas, 

Surgeon,      ^vo.      3  J.      Johnfon.       1791- 

The  feveral  articles  of  parochial  ceconomy,  examined  in  this 
Inquiry,  have  long  been  the  fubjecl  of  much  obfervaiion  and 
complaint;  and  Mr.  Lucas  very  clearly  (hews  tfie  expediency  of 
corrcfting  the  different  abufes  by  a  g:*neral  reform.  He  makes 
many  judicious  remarks  refpe(fting  not  only  the  prefent  ftate  of 
parochial  regulations,  hut  the  means  of  improving  them.  That 
he  has  been  at  pains  in  colledling  information,  is  evident  from 
his  Inquiry  i  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  great  advantage 
would  accrue  to  the  public,  from  adopting  fucli  improvements 
as  he  fuggeib. 

j^n  Impartial  Jcccunt  of  the  ConduSi  of  the  Excife  tonvards  the 
Breiveries  in  Scotland y  particularly  in  Edinburgh,  %'vo,  zs» 
1791.     No  Publilher*s  Name. 

It  has  been  found,  that  both  by  the  frauds  of  brewers  with 
regard  to  the  excife,  on  one  hand,  and  the  arbitrary  condud.  of 
the  e.\c".femen  on  the  other,  great  obilrudions  have  arifen  to  the 
manufacture  of  malt-liquors  in  Scotland.  At  Edinburgh,  this 
inconvenience  has  lately  been  remedied,  to  th?.  vail  increafe  of 
the  revenue ;  but  the  new  regulation  extends  little  fatther  than 
the  iuburbs  of  that  city.  The  author  of  the  pamphlet  propofes 
that  it  fliould  be  rendered  general  over  Scotland  ;  and  he  fupports 
his  opinion  by  fuch  forcible  arguments  as  cannot  but  have  great 
weight  in  recommending  fuch  an  idea  to  the  inhabitants  at  Ie:ift 
in  that  par:  of  Great  Britain. 
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yln  Hijivrical  Difquijiticn  conternin^  the  Knowledge  which  the 
Ancients  hud  of  India  j  and  the  Progrefs  of  Trade  with 
that  Country^  prior  to  the  Dlfcovery  of  the  Paffage  to  it  by  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  With  an  AppendVx  containing  Obferva^ 
tions  on  the  Civil  Policy »  the  Laws  and  judicial  Proceedings^ 
the  Arts,  the  Sciences,  and  religious  In/litutians,  of  the  In^ 
dians.  By  William  Robcrtfon,  D.  D.  F.  R,  S.  Edin,  Prin-^ 
cipal  of  the  TJniverfity,  and  Hifloriograph'er  to  his  Majefj 
.for  Scotland,     ^to»      1 5 J.  Boards,     Cadell.      1 79 1. 

T*\R.  Robertfon  has  acquired  a  reputation  fo  defen'cdly  high 
^-^  in  the  hiflorical  department,  that  any  new  work  of  his 
production  is  fecure  of  confiderable  attention.  But  in  our 
examination  of  the  prefent  compolitionj  we  (hall  lay  afide  any 
preconceptions  arifnig  from  his  fame,  and  weigh  his  J)6ok  in 
the  even  fcale  of  intrinfic  merit. 

In  the  preface  we  are  informed  that  the  pefufal  of  major 
Renneirs  Memoir  for  illuftrating  his  Map  of  Indoftan,  one  of 
the  mod  valuable  geographical  treatifes  that  has  appeared  in 
any  age  or  country,  gave  rife  to  this  work,  by  fuggefling  to 
the  doclor  the  idea  of  examining  more  fully  than  he  had  done 
in  the  introductory  book  to  his  Hiftory  of  America,  intd  the 
knowledge  which  the  ancients  had  of  India.  The  enquiry 
was  at  firft  defigned  only  for  the  author's  own  amufement  and 
inftruftion,  but  in  its  prOgrefs  he  began  to  conceive  tlie  idea, 
of  publication.  As  to  local  knowledge  he  h^s  had  the  afliftiN 
ance  of  feveral  friends  who  had  vifited  India  ;  and  in  the  ma- 
thematical departments  of  the  ancient  navigation  and  manner 
of  eftimating  longitude  and  latitude,  Mr.  Playfair,  profeflbf 
of  mathematics  at  Edinburgh,  has  lent  his  aid.  I'he  preface 
concludes  tlius: 

'  I  have  adhered,  in  this  work,  to  an  arrangement  I  followed 
in  my  former  conlpofitions,  and  to  which  the  public  has  been  long 
accufton^.ed.  I  have  kept  hifiprical  narrative  a^  much  feparate  as 
pofiible  from  fcientific  and  critical  difcuflions,  by  referving  the  lit- 
ter for  notes,  and  illuftrations.  I  flatter  myfelf  that  I  may  cla  m, 
without  prefumption,  the  merit  of  having  examined  with  diligence 
'  Crit.  Rev.  N.  Ar.  (III).  Oa.  1791.  K  wha. 


122      Roherlfo n's  Hijlw'ical  Bifqmfition  concerning  Li£a. 

what  I  fubmit  to  public  infpeftion,  and  of  having  referred,  with- 
fcrupulous  accuracy,  to  the  authors  from  whom  I  have  derived 
•nformation.* 

The  work  is  Gonflructed  on  the  plan  of  the  riitrodu£l:ory 
Tokime  to  the  Hiflory  of  Charles  V.  and  the  text  contains 
176  pages;  the  notes  and  illuftrations  76,  exclufive  of  the  Ap- 
pendix and  its  notes.  The  plan  is  not  fo  objeftionable,  how- 
ever, as  that  of  the  volume  above  mentioned,  or  the  imitation 
of  it  by  Dr.  Stuart  in  his  View  of  Society,  a  work  in  which 
th«  text  is  not  above  one  third  of  the  volume.  If  our  inge- 
nious author  conceives  that  this  new  mode  of  arrangement  is 
pleafmg  either  to  good  judges,  or  to  the  popular  eye,  we  be- 
lieve that  he  i«  milled.  It  ferves  no  purpofe  but  that  of  con- 
fufion  and  embaralTment,  by  fupplying  a  defective  and  deful- 
tory  view,  both  in  the  text  and  in  the  notes.  In  reading  the 
text  one  is  diftra6ted  by  conftaiat  references  to  long  notts;  in 
perufing  the  notes  one  is  difgufted  and  fatigued  with  the  ne- 
ccflary  attention  to  the  text  ;■  and  one  rifes  with  crude  and  im- 
perfed:  ideas  from  both,  inltead  of  attaining  a  clear  and  uni- 
form view  of  the  fubje6t  and  its  parts.  Even  in  hiftory  the 
beft  ancient  writers  admit  fcientific  and  critical  difcullions  and 
digreflions,  as  affording  an  agreeable  variety,  and  a  relief  fron\ 
uniform  narration,  which  foon  palls,  however  full  of  incident,. 
But  in  a  difquifition,  or  diiTertalion;^  fuch  matters  form  an  ef- 
fential  part  of  the  fubje£l: ;  and  no  purpofe  of  utility  or  deco- 
ration can  be  ferved  by  their  feparation  from  the  body  of  the 
work.  Some  it  may  ftrike  as  an  improvement  in  the  art  of 
book-making,  by  fwelling  a  volume  with  notes  at  the  end, 
printed  in  as  large  a  character  as  the  text,  Lnftead  of  fprink- 
ling  them  in  fm.all  letter  at  the  bottom  of  the  page=.  But 
young  wTiters  cannot  be  too  much  cautioned  againll  following 
this  new  and  abfurd  mode  of  compofition,  fo  eafy  for  the  au^ 
thor,  and  fo  difficult  for  the  reader. 

This  work  is  divided  into  four  fedlions :  the  lirft  treats  of 
the  intercourfe  with  India  from  the  earlieft  times  until  the 
conqueft  of  Egypt  by  the  Romans ;  tlie  fecond,  from  the 
cftal)lifhment  of  the  Roman  dominion  in  Egypt  to  the  conqueft 
of  that  kingdom  by  the  Mahometans  ;  the  third,,  from  the 
conqueft  of  Egypt  to  the  difcovery  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  the  eftabHfhment  of  the  Portuguefe  dominion  in  the  Eaft  ; 
and  the  fourth  contains  general  obfervations.  This  arrange- 
ment is  fufhciently  clear  and  wdl  chofen. 

After  mentioning  the  commerce  of  the  early  Egyptians, 
which  our  author- juftly  regards  as  dubious,  he  pafles  to  that 
of  the  Phoenicians,  whofe  Indian  traffic  was  remarkable. 

*  The 
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*  The  dlftance,  however,  from  the  Arabian  Gulf  to  Tyre  waS 
conftderable,  and  rendered  the  conveyance  of  goods  to  it  by  land 
carriage  fo  tedious  and  expenflve,  that  it  became  neceflary  for 
them  to  take  pofleffinn  of  Rhinocolura,  the  nearefl  port  in  the 
Mediterranean  to  the  Arabian  Gulf.  Thither  all  ihe  commodities 
brought  from  India,  were  conveyed  over  land  by  a  route  much 
ihorter,  and  more  pradicable  than  that  by  which  the  produdliona 
of'  the  call  were  carried  at  a  fubiequent  period  from  the  oppoiite 
fhore  of  the  Arabian  Gulf  to  the  Nile.  At  Rhinocolura,  they 
were  re-ihipped,  and  tranfported  by  an  eafy  navigation  to  Tyre, 
and  diftributed  through  the  world.  This,  as  it  is  the  earlieft  route 
of  communication  with  India,  of  which  we  have  any  authentic 
defcription,  had  fo  many  advantages  over  any  ever  known  before 
the  modern  difcovery  of  a  new  courfe  of  navigation  to  the  eaft, 
that  the  Phoenicians  could  fupply  other  nations  with  the  produdions 
of  India  in  greater  abundance,  and  at  a  cheaper  rate,  than  any 
people  of  antiquity.  To  thiscircumllance,  which,  for  a  confider- 
ablc  time,  fecured  to  them  a  monopoly  of  that  trade,  was  owing; 
not  only  the  extraordinary  wealth  of  individuals,  which  rendered 
the  merchants  of  Tyre,  Princes,  and  her  traffickers  the  Honour- 
able of  the  Earth  ;  but  the  extenfive  power  of  the  Hate  itfelf,  which- 
firft  taught  mankind  to  conceive  what  vail  refources  a  commercial 
people  pofTefs,  and  what  great  exertions  they  are  capable  of  mak- 
ing/ 

Dr.  Robertfon  then  confiders  the  commerce  of  the  Jews^ 
(more  accurately  the  Hebrews,  for  the  name  of  Jews  is  un- 
known till  after  the  captivity  of  the  ten  tribes,  when  only 
thofe  of  Judah  and  Benjamin  were  left),  and  obferves  that  the 
fleets  of  Solomon,  "  under  the  dire£lion  of  Phoenician  pilots, 
failed  to  Tarfhiih  and  Ophir.  In  what  region  of  the  earth 
we  fliould  fearch  for  thefe  famous  ports,  is  an  enquiry  that 
has  long  exercifed  the  induftry  of  learned  men.  They  were 
early  fuppofed  to  be  fituated  in  fome  part  of  India,"  &c.  A 
ftrange  overfight !  The  port  of  Ophir  has  indeed  been  matter 
of  enquiry,  till  bifhop  Huet,  whofe  valuable  work,  Hiftoire 
du  Commerce  et  de  la  Navigation  des  Anciens,  Paris  1716, 
8vo.  feems  quite  unknown  to  Dr.  R.  fixed  it  to  Sofala  (p.  31), 
a  dccifion  which  the  doclor  afcribes  to  d'Anvil^e  and  Bruce  ! 
But  as  to  Tarfhifli  he  who  fecks  it  in  India  will  ?rr  toto  ccclo  j 
for  who  does  not  know  that  it  is  the  ifland  of  TarteflUs,  and 
famous  Phoenician  port  of  Gadir,  in  Spain  ? 

The  Perfian  power  in  India,  and  the  voyage  of  Scylax,  next 
engage  the  author's  attention;  and  we  are  a  little  furprized 
that  the  fragments  of  Ctefias  concerning  India,  preferved  in 
Photius,  cod.  73,  are  paflTed  in  filence.  Theclaiiical  evidence 
concerning  tiie  Perfian  dominion  in  India  is  indeed  meagre  ^ 
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but  from  the  Indian  nnnals  it  appears  that  the  Perfians  hacTi 
conquered  India  many  centuries  before  the  chriltian  ?Era  ;  and 
it  would  be  highly  improbable  that  a  nation,  fo  well  known  ia 
war  to  their  hardy  neighbours  on  the  welt,  fliould  not  have 
vanquifhed  their  feeble  eaftern  neighbours. 

Dr.  R.  then  paffes  ta  the  Indian  campaigns  of  Alexander,, 
whofe  political  and  legiflative  character  he  defervedly  applauds. 
He  was  indeed  a  great  and  a  wife  conqueror  •,  and  the  igno- 
rance only  of  Pope  has  compared  him  with  the  Swedilh  mad- 
man. In  p.  15,  it  is  faid  '  the  war  with  Porus,  and  the  holli- 
lities  in  which  he  (Alexander)  was  fuccellively  engaged  with 
other  Indian  princes,,  led  him  to  deviate  from  his  original 
route,  and  to  turn  more  towards  the  fouth-wefl.^*  In  the  next 
page  the  river  Hyfudrus,  or  Setlege,  is  faid  to  be  the  fouth- 
weft  boundary  of  the  Panjab*  If  we  look  into  a  map  of  In- 
dia, we  mull  in  the  lirft  palTage  read  fouth,  in  the  latter  fouth- 
cait.  The  operations  of  Alexander  did  not  extend  beyond 
the  modern  province  of  Labor,  and  the  countries  on  the  banks 
of  the  Indus  from  Moultan  to  the  fea,  a  diftri£t  of  India 
fird  difcovered  by  Europeans,  and  now  leaft  known  to  them. 

In  the  reign  of  Seleucus  the  journey  of  Megafthenes  to 
India,  as  far  as  tlie  city  of  Palibothra,  is  memorable  ^  and  the 
do^lor^s  opinion  that  this  place  is  now  Allahabad  is  fupported 
by  good  reafons.  The  Greek  polfeflions  in  India  appear  to 
have  been  loft  foon  after  the  death  of  Seleucus  *,  but  the  king- 
dom of  Baclria  continued,  for  more  than  a  century,  to  main- 
tain conquefts  in  India  ;  and  Mr.  Gibbon  has  exprefTed  a  fuf- 
picion  that  much  of  the  Indian  knowledge  is  derived  from  this 
Greek  kingdom. 

Having  thus  treated  of  the  only  ancient  European  conqueft 
in  India,  our  refpeiSlable  author  returns  to  the  confideration 
of  commerce  •,  and  that  of  Egypt  under  the  Ptolemies  is  ably 
and  clearly  illuftrated.  Our  hiftorian,  p.  38,  has  occafion  ta 
remark,  on  clalTic  authority,  the  fixed  averlion  of  the  Perfians 
to  the  fea,  a  matter  the  more  fingular,  he  might  have  added, 
as  the  ancient  Perfian  coins  bear  often  the  figure  of  a  fliip  on 
the  reverfe ;  and  Saluft  and  others  mention  Perfian  colo- 
nies in  the  north  weftern  parts  of  Africa,  where  they  furely 
did  not  proceed  by  land.  Perhaps  this  averfion  of  the  Per- 
fians to  the  fea  may  be  a  elaflical  but  idle  fable.  In  the  fam.e 
page  Dr.  Robertfon  obferves  that  the  Perfian  commerce  with 
India  was  carried  on  by  land ;  the  commodities  for  the  fupply^ 
of  the  northern  provinces  being  brought  on  camels  from  the 
banks  of  the  Indus  to  thofe  of  the  Gxus>  down  the  ft  ream  of* 
which  they  were  carried  to  the  Cafpian  fea,  and  diftributed 
partly  by  navigable  rivers,  partly  by  land  carriage  ;  thofe  for 
the  fouth  proceeding  by  land  from  tht  Cafpian  gates  to  fojue 
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of  the  great  rivers,  by  which  they  were  circulated  through 
every  part  of  tiie  country.  The  doclor  has  written  more 
than  he  has  examined,  e'fc  he  would  have  enquired,  r.  How 
any  navigatioi  could  take  place  from  the  Ox  us  into  the  Cal- 
plan  fca,  while  it  is  now  perfectly  knov/n,  and  appears  from 
his  own  map,  that  the  Oxus  flows  nol  into  the  Cafpian,  but 
into  the  fea  of  Aral ;  and  between  the  Oxus  and  the  Cafpian 
there  is  the  vail  and  impaflable  defert  of  Karakum,  unviited 
by  any  caravan  ?  2.  If  ?iXv^  great  rivers  exift  in  the  fouth  of 
Pci-^ia,  between  the  Euphrates  and  the  Indus  ?  3.  By  what 
abfurdity  the  ancients  were  induced  to  fuppofe  that  commo- 
dities were  tranfported  from  the  Indus  to  the  extreme  north  of 
Perfia  in  order  to  be  forwarded  to  the  fourh  •,  while,  if  fent 
down  the  Indus,  they  would  have  reached  the  fouth  of  Porfia 
at  once  ?  The  truth  appears  to  be  that  every  thing  concerning 
Gedrofia,  and  the  other  fouthern  parts  of  Perfia,  their  topo- 
graphy, commerce,  &c.  is  concealed  in  a  mill  of  ignorance, 
both  from  ancient  and  modern  eyes. 

In  the  fecond  fe£lion,  the  author  makes  fome  fenfible  ob- 
fervations  on  the  wealth  of  Palmyra,  which  he  fuppofes  tp 
have  arifen  chiefly  from  the  Indian  trade  : 

*  Its  Syrian  name  of  TadVnor  in  the/wildernefs,  and  its  Greek 
one  of  Palmyra,  are  boili  delcriptiveof  its  iituation  m  a  fpot  adorn- 
ed with  p-ilm-trees.  This  is  plenjiifully  fupplied  with  wuter,  and 
furrounded  by  a  portion  of  fertile  land,  which  (chough  of  no  great 
extent)  render  it  a  delight; ul  habitation  in  the  midft  of  barren  fands 
and  an  inholpitable  defart  Its  happy  pofition,  at  the  dillance  of 
little  more  thin  fixty  miles  from  the  river  Euphrates,  and  of  two 
hundred  and  tnref  m.lesfrom  the  neareft  coaftof  the  Mediterranean, 
induced  its  inhabitants  to  enter  with  ardour  into  the  trade  o^  con- 
voying commodities  from  one  of  thcfe  to  the  other.  As  th;-  moft 
valuable  produ^ions  of  India,  brougiit  up  the  Euphrates  fron^i  the 
Perfian  Gulf,  are  of  fach  fmall  bulk  as  to  bear  the  expence  of  a 
long  land  carriage,  this  trade  foon  became  io  conliderable  that  the 
opulence  and  power  of  Palmyra  incrcai'ed  rapidly.  Its  government 
was  of  the  form  whic  »  is  beft  faited  to  the  genius  of  a  commercial 
city,  republican  ;  and  from  the  peculiar  advantages  uf  its  fituation, 
as  well  as  the  fpirit  of  its  iniiabitants,  it  long  maintained  is  inde- 
pendence, though  furrounded  by  powerful  and  ambitious  neigh- 
bours. Under  the  Syrian  mon^rchs  delcended  from  Seleucus  it 
attained  to  its  highell  degree  of  iplendor  nnd  wealth,  one  great 
fource  of  which  feems  to  have  been  the  fuoplying  their  fabj-ds 
with  Indian  commoai'.ies.  When  Syria  fubmitted  lo  -heir  relilible 
arms  of  Rome,  Palmyra  continued  upwards  of  twoce  ituries  a  free 
flate,  and  i'.s  frieijdlhip  was  courted  with  emul  I'.ion  .ind  fjhcuide 
by  the  Romans,  and  their  rivals  for  empire,  the  Parthiaus.    Txiat 

K  3  if 


il6      ^ouertforHs  Hijiorical Difquij'iiicn  conccrnhig  India* 

it  traded  with  both,  particularly  that  from  it  the  capital,  as  well 
as  other  parts  of  the  empire  received  the  produdions  of  India, 
we  learn  fiom  Appian,  an  author  of  good  credit.  But  in  tracing 
the  progrefs  of  the  commerce  of  the  ancients  with  the  eaft*  i  fhould 
nothave  ventured,  upon  his  Tingle  teftimony,  to  mention  this  among 
the  channels  of  note  in  which  it  was  carried  on,  \f  a  fingular  dif- 
covery,  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  liberal  curiofity  and  en- 
terprizing  fpirit  of  our  own  countrymen,  did  not  confirm,  and  il- 
luftrate  what  he  relates.  Towards  the  clofe  of  the  laft  century, 
fome  gentlemen  of  the  Englifii  f^iftory  at  Aleppo,  incited  by  •hat 
they  heard  in  the  eafl  concerning  the  wonderful  ruins  of  Palmyra, 
ventured,  notwithlbnding  the  fatigue  and  danger  of  a  journey 
through  the  defart,  to  vifit  them.  To  their  altonifiiment  they  be- 
held a  fertile  fpot  of  fome  miles  in  extent,  arifing  like  an  ifland 
out  of  a  vaft  plain  of  fand,  covered  with  the  remains  of  temples, 
porticoes,  aquedufts,  and  other  public  works,  which  in  magnifi- 
cence anU  fplendour,  and  feme  of  them  in  elegance,  were  not  un- 
worthy of  Athens  or  of  Rome  in  their  moll  profperous  ilate.  Al- 
lured by  their  defcription  of  them,  about  fixty  years  thereafter  a 
party  of  more  enlightened  travellei  s,  having  reviewed  the  ruins  of 
Palmyra  with  greater  attention  and  more  fcientific  (kill,  declared 
that  what  they  beheld  there  exceeded  the  moll  exalted  ideas  which 
they  had  formed  concerning  it/ 

But  after  the  conqucil  of  Palmyra  by  Aurelian,  commerce 
never  revived  there. 

The  Romans,  now  mafters  of  Egypt,  continued  the  pro- 
fitable intcrcourfe  with  India,  which  the  Ptolemies  had  begun  j 
and  Hippalus  iirfh  taught. to  feize  the  wings  of  the  periodical 
wind?,  and  to  llretch  acrofs  from  the  mouth  of  the  Arabian 
Gulf  to  the  Indian  fhore,  inftead  of  purfuing  a  timid  coafting 
voyage.  The  three  great  articles  of  importation  from  India 
were,  as  the  do6lor  obferves,  p.  51,  I.  fpices  and  aromatics, 
2.  precious  (lones  and  pearls,  3.  filk.  The  nature  of  the  lat- 
ter was  long  unknown. to  the  Romans;  but  tlie  line  of  Vir-» 

Velleraque  ut  follis  depe6lant  tenula  Seres, 
refers  to  cotton,  for  which  modern  Bocharia,  the  country  of 
the  Seres,  has  been  ever  remarkable.  Many  miftakes  have 
arifen  from  the  modern  error  of  confounding  the  Seres  anci 
Sinie;  and  we  are  convinced  that  filk  and  cotton  have  been 
often  blended  by  ancient  ignorance.  Dr.  R.  thinks  that  the 
life  of  M'oollen  clothing  among  the  Romans  prevented  any  at- 
tention to  the  elegant  and  various  cotton  manufa£lures  of  In- 
dia :  but  this  feems  doubtful.  The  geography  of  Ptolemy, 
aii^  hii  grofs  error  concerning  .the  Indian  peninfula,  which  he 
'■■•''''    :   ■  -    '■  '■'  -^  '  -■■■>.  extends 
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extends  from  weft  to  eaft,  inftead  of  from  north  to  fouth,  arc 
■well  difculTed.  But  a  pofition  In  p.  71,  that  the  Parthians 
iiad  acquired  poflelFion  of  all  the  provinces  which  extend 
from  the  Cafpian  fea  to  that  part  of  Scythia  or  Tartary  which 
iDorders  on  China,  feems  extravagantly  erroneous.  If  we  truft 
Mr.  Richardfon's  DifTertation  upon  Eaftern  I.iterature,  it 
will  appear  dubious  whether  the  Perfian  kingdom  did  not  exift 
on  the  eaft  and  north-eaft  of  what  is  called  the  Parthian  em- 
pire :  at  any  rate  the  latter  never  extended  fo  far  as  Tartary; 
and  the  mention  of  the  very  diftant  realm  of  China  leads  us  to 
think  that  our  author  here  labours  under  his  ufual  grofs  error 
of  confounding  the  Seres  and  the  Sinte. 

It  is  with  pain  that  we  perfift  in  pointing  out  miftakes  in, a 
work  of  merit,  written  by  an  author  whofe  abilities  we  re- 
fpe6t,  but  the  errors  of  fuch  produ6lions  are  the  moft  danger- 
.ous  ;  and  our  readers,  we  hope,  are  already  convinced  that  our 
remarks  proceed  not  upon  cavil,  or  mere  difference  of  opinion, 
but  upon  folid  evidence  of  truth  and  of  deviation.     Dr.  R.  in 
p.  72,  infers,  that  the  Sera  Metropolis  of  Ptolemy  is  Kant- 
■cheou  in  Chen-fi,  the  moft  wefterly  province  of  the  Chinefe 
empire.     In  this  M.  d'Anville  Is  filently  followed,  a  cafe  too 
frequent  In  the  prefent  work ;  but  from  the  localities  of  ri- 
vers, &c.  in  Ptolemy's  Serica,  compared  with  the  moft  mo- 
^dern  maps  of  Tartary,  It  will  appear  that  M.  d'Anville  has  ex- 
tended the  country  of  the  Seres,  now  Little  Bucharia  or  Kafli- 
gar,  too  far  to  the  eaft ;  and  that  Sera  Metropolis  muft  be 
placed  five  or  fix  hundred  miles  to  the  weft  of  China.     M. 
Gofielin,  in  his  Geographic  des  Grecs  analyse,  has  well  ftiown 
^hat  Mr.  d'Anville  has  ftretched  the  maritime  geography  of 
Ptolemy  too  far  to  the  eaft  *,  and  the  inland  defcrlption  is  to 
"be  reduced  on  a  fimilar  fcale.     In  the  next  page,  the  do61:or 
obferves,  that  the  latitudes  of  fome  places  in  this  part  of  Afia 
are  fixed  by  Ptolemy  with  fuch  precifion,  that  they  feem  to  have 
been  afcertalned  by  actual  obfervation  ;  the  lati-'tude  of  Nagara, 
or  Attock,  In  India,  agrees  with  that  of  an  eaftern  geographer  3 
as  does  very  nearly  that  of  A^aracanda.    Thefe  two  Inftances 
are   right,  for  both  places  were  In  the  Greek  pofielhons  efta- 
bllftied  by  tht  arms  of  Alexander  :  but  '.vhen  the  docftor  pro- 
■ceeds  to  obferve  that  the  latitude  of  Ptolemy's  Sera  Is  38'^  15', 
and  that  of  Kant-cheou  39°,  he  builds  error  upon  error.     For 
as  It  is  certain,  from  the  localities  of  real  fituatlon,  that  Pto- 
lemy's Inland  geography  of  Afia  muft  be  withdrawn  very  con- 
fiderably  to  the  weft,  and  that  Sera  cannot  be  Kant-cheou,  it 
i>ecomes  ridiculous  to  make  a  gratuitous  fuppofition,  and  then 
to  rear  a  fa6t  upon  that  fuppofition.      Let  the  dodlor  infpe6t 
Ptolemy's  map  of  his  own  country ;  and  learn  how  little  the 
ifttitudes  of  that  geo;:rapher  are  to  be  trufted. 

^4  Our 
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Our  ingenious  hiftorian  next  proceeds  to  confider  the  dii- 
coveries  of  the  ancients  In  the  Indian  Ocean,  and  the  accounts 
of  Taprobane  or  Ceylon  engage  his  firfh  attention.  Some 
fenfiblc  remarks  arc  given  upon  the  mode  in  which  the  ancient 
difcoveries  were  condudted,  and  the  manner  of  conflrufting 
maps  in  early  times. 

Dr.  Robertfon  can  difcover  no  new  information  concerning 
India  for  four  centuries,  from  the  time  of  Ptolemy  to  that  of 
Cofmas  Indicopleufles.  His  account  of  the  latter  we  fliall 
tranfcribe. 

'  Though,  from  the  age  of  Ptolemy,  the  trade  with  India  con- 
tinued to  be  carried  on  in  its  former  channel,  and  both  Pvomej  the 
ancient  capital  of  the  empire,  and  Conftantinople,  the  new  leat  of 
government,  were  fupplied  with  the  precious  commodiiies  of  that 
country  by  the  m<.'rchants  of  Alexandria,  yet,  until  the  reign  of 
the  emperor  Jufti'nan,  we  have  no  new  information  concerning 
the  intercourfe  with  the  eaft  by  fca,  or  the  progrefs 'which  was 
made  in  the  difcovery  of  its  remote  regions.  Un;lcr  Julti-v-an, 
Cofmas,  an  Egyptian  merchant,  in  the  courfeof  hi>^  rrafHc,  made 
fome  voyages  to  India,  wl.cncc  he  acqvirei!  the  firname  of  Jndicc-. 
pleufles  i  but  afterwards  by  a  tranfiiiop  not  uncommc  n  in  that  fu- 
perllliious  age,  he  renounced  all  the  concetns  of  tlii  life,  and  af- 
fumed  the  monaftic  ftharadei.  in  the  folitude  and  leifure  of  ;  cell 
he  compofed  i'everal  works,  one  of  whicii,  dignified  by  him  with 
the  name  of  Chriitian  Topography,  has  reached  'is.  Thi*  main 
defign  of  it  is  to  combat  the  opinion  of  ttiofe  philofo,  hers,  v  ho 
aflert  the  earth  to  be  of  a  fphcrical  figure,  and  to  prove  that  it  is 
an  oblong  plane,  of  twelve  thoufand  miles  m  Icrgch  fron.  ead  to 
weft,  and  of  fix  thoufand  miles  in  breadth  from  ncrrh  o  iouthj  fur- 
rounded  by  high  walls,  covered  by  the  firm?men\  as  with  a  canopy 
or  vault  ;  that  the  vicifiitude  of  day  aad  night  was  occafioned  by 
a  mountain  of  prodigious  height,  fituated  in  the  extremities  of  the 
north,  round  which  the  fun  moved  ;  that  when  it  appeared  on  one 
fide  of  this  mountain,  the  earth  was  iiluminated,  when  conceaUd 
on  the  other  fide,  the  earth  was  left  involved  in  darknrfs.  But  amidi^ 
thofe  wild  reveries,  more  fuited  to  the  credulity  oi^  hiS  new  pro- 
feflion,  than  to  the  found  fenfe  characleriftic  of  that  in  which  he 
was  formerly  engaged,  Cofmas  feems  to  relate  whit  he  himfelf  had 
obferved  in  his  travels,  or  what  he  had  learned  from  others,  with 
great  fimpliciry  and  regard  for  truth. 

'  He  appears  to  have  been  well  acquainted  with  the  weft  coaft  of 
the  Indian  peninfula,  and  names  Several  places  fituated  upon  it; 
he  defcribes  it  as  rhe  chief  feat  of  the  pepper  trade,  and  mentions 
IVIale,  in  particular,  as  one  of  the  moft  frequented  ports  on  that 
account.     From  Male,  it  is  probable  that  this  fide  of  the  continent 
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has  derived  it:>  modern  name  of  Malabar ;  and  the  clufter  of  ifland? 
contiguous  to  it,  thr.c  of  the  Maldives.  From  him  too  we  learn, 
that  the  ifland  of  Taprobane,  which  he  fuppofes  to  lie  at  an  equal 
diftance  from  the  Perfian  g  »lf  on  the  weft,  and  the  country  of  the 
Sina;  on  the  eaft,  had  become,  in  confequence  of  this  commodious 
fituation,  a  great  ftaple  of  trade-  ;  that  into  it  were  imported  the 
filk  of  the  Sinae,  and  the  precious  fpice<?  of  the  eaftern  countries, 
which  were  conveyed  whence  to  all  p.  rts  of  India,  to  Perfia,  and 
to  the  Arabian  Gulf.  Tv)  this  ifland  he  g  ves  :ae  name  of  Siele^ 
diba,  the  fame  with  that  of  Selendib,  or  Serendib,  by  which  it 
is  ftill  known  all  over  the  eaft.' 

That  China  Tp.  87)  was  the  country  in  which  filk  was  ori- 
ginally CLiltivaied,  is  apparently  a  jufl:  opinion;  but  that  this 
precious  mitcial  continued  to  be  the  produce  only  of  that 
reiilm,  even  in  the  time  of  JuJtinian,  is  a  pofition  which  may 
^dmit  of  many  doubts.  The  Perfi?n  monks,  who  fir  ft  brought 
filk  worms  to  Greece,  in  the  reign  of  Juftinian,  procured 
thefj  inieds,  as  the  dodor  informs  us,  '  in  the  country  of 
the  Serej,  or  China.'  The  country  of  the  Seres  was  not 
China,  but  Kafngar ;  and  co}-nmon  fenfe  may  lead  us  to  infer 
tliAt  ilie  realms  adjacent  to  China  were  not  blirtd  to  the  advan- 
i.  '  this  precious  manufa6fu re. 

\  .iC  third  fe6):ion,  at  which  we  are  now  arrived,  embraces 
an  extenfive  period  of  time,  from  the  feventh  to  the  end  of  the 
fifteenth  cciuurv,  but  it  is  the  dark  period  of  the  middle  ages. 
Ronaudot's  publicndon  of  two  Arabian  relations,  written  in 
the  ninth  cent  iry,-  defervedly  attra6ls  our  hiftorian's  atten- 
tion :  and  the  original  and  uuthentic  intelligence  concerning 
China,  to  be  found  in  thefe  accounts,  has  been  long  regarded 
as  moft  interelHng  and  important.  TTie  repeated  error,  p.  98, 
that  the  Oxus  falls  into  the  C  -.fpian,  has  already  been  matter 
of  animadverfion ;  and  the  author's  paucity  of  information 
concerning  the  ancient  routes  to  India  by  land,  the  reader  may 
fupply  by  confulting  the  work  of  Huet  above  mentioned,  chap. 
LVi.  p.  383.  As  the  Oxus  does  not  enter  the  Cafpian,  the 
commodities  of  India  and  Serlca,  deftined  for  Conftantinople, 
may  have  proceeded  on  that  river  as  far  as  Dargan,  and  thence 
by  land  through  the  country  of  Khorafan,  a  fpace,  however,  of 
about  three  hundred  miles.  It  is  furprifing  to  obferve  our 
author  fo  inattentive  to  his  own  narration,  as  to  mention  the 
filk  of  China,  p.  98,  99;,  as  a  chief  article  of  commerce  at 
Conflantinople,  after  the  Mahometan  conqueils ;  while  he  had 
before  ftated  the  introduction  of  the  worms  and  manufafture 


*  The  account  of  India  in  the  anonymous  geographer   of  Ravenna  (fxc. 
yiii)  defervcd  notice. 
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into  Greece  during  the  reign  of  Jufliiiian  !  But  Dr.  R.  is  more 
iludious  of  elegant  ccmpofition,  than  of  exacSlnefs.  His  ideas 
concerning  the  commerce  between  the  Chriftians  and  Maho- 
metans are  theoretic  and  fuperlicial :  he  feems  to  confider  the 
Mahometan  conquefls  as  inhabited  folely  by  Mufulmen  ;  and 
forgets  that  in  all  of  them  the  Chriftians  were  more  numerous 
than  the  conquerors,  and  retained  many  privileges  and  their 
ufual  trade.  He  denies  the  early  Venetian  trade  with  the  Sa- 
racens, as  only  founded  on  the  tale  of  the  tranflation  of  St. 
Mark's  body  to  Venice,  A.  D.  828,  forgetting  that  Dandolo, 
whom  he  quotes,  cxprcfsly  mentions  that,  upon  that  occafion, 
the  Venetian  ihips  had  been  driven  to  Alexandria  by  a  ftorm, 
fo  that  no  fueh  inference  could  arife.  Had  the  doftor  con- 
fulted  the  Liber  Pontificalis,  a  work  of  the  liinth  century,  af- 
cribed  to  Anaftafius,  he  would  have  feen  that  the  Venetians 
in  the  pontificate  of  Zacharias,  A.  D.  747,  not  only  carried 
01%  traffic  with  the  Saracens,  but  even  fold  Chriftian  flaves  to 
them,  a  practice  which  continued,  as  appears  from  Dandolo, 
as  late  as  A.  D.  960  at  leaft,  in  fpite  of  many  prohibitions 
from  the  popes  and  doges. 

The  influence  of  the  crufades  is  next  confidered;  but  wc 
fland  on  a  precipice  of  hefitarion,  when  we  are  told,  p.  107, 
*that  Conftantinople  was  raifed  to  a  pre-eminence  above  all  the 
cities  then  known,  by  its  cxtenfive  trade,  particularly  that 
which  it  carried  on  with  India,  and  the  countries  beyond  it.' 
We  have  in  vain  confulted  Mr.  Gibbon's  able  work  for  this 
anecdote* ;  and,  till  we  are  better  informed,  Vv^e  fhall  continue 
to  believe  that  the  capital  of  the  Greek  empire  was  nothing  in^ 
jdebted  to  the  Indian  trade ;  and  that  almoft  the  whole  com- 
merce of  the  Greeks  had  been,  for  many  centuries  prior  to 
the  crufades,  carried  on  by  their  Venetian  allies.  The  pope's 
permiiTion,  in  the  thirteenth  century,  for  the  Venetians  to 
trade  with  the  Mahometans,  (p.  115),  is  confeiiedly  taken 
from  Sandi,  a  late  writer  *,  and,  if  genuine,  is  ftrangely  mif- 
interpreted. 

The  following  information  is  of  a  very  difFerent  chara^ler. 

*  In  Tome  parts  of  this  difquifition,,  concerning  the  nature  and 
courfe  of  trade  with  the  eaft,  I  have  been  obliged  to  grope  my  way, 
and  often  under  the  guidance  of  very  feeble  lights.  But  as  we 
are  now  approaching  to  the  period  when  the  modern  ideas,  with 
refped  to  the  importance  of  commerce,  began  to  unfold,  and  at- 
tention to  its  progrefs  and  eftcdls  became  a  mors  confiderable  ob- 
jed  of  policy,  we  may  hope   to  carry  on  what  refearches  yet  re- 

•  He,  on  the  contrary,  informs  us,  voL  xi.  p.  i/S^that  the  trade  of  Conftan- 
tinople vras  ever  in  foreign  hands. 

main 
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main  to  be  made,  with  greater  certainty  and  preciuori.  To  thi? 
growing  attention  we  are  indebted  for  the  account  which  Marino 
Sanudo,  a  Venetian  nobleman,  gives  of  the  Ir^^i^r-  trade,  as  car- 
ried on  by  his  countrymen,  about  the  begin  nng  of  the  fourtcentti 
century.  Tliey  were  fupplied,  as  he  informs  us,  with  the  produc- 
tions of  theeait  in  two  different  ways.  Thofe  oX  ^nidU  bulk  arid 
Jiigh  value,  fuch  as  cloves,  nutmeijjs,  mace,  gems,  pearls,  &c. 
were  conveyed  from  the  Perfian  gulf  up  the  i'igris  to  Baifora,  an<^ 
thence  to  Bagdat,  from  which  they  were  carried  to  Tome  port  oa 
the  Mediterranean.  All  more  bulky  good .,  men  as  pepper,  gin- 
ger, cinnamon,  &c.  together  with  fome  portion  if  the  mire  valu- 
able articles,  were  conveyed  by  the  ancient  routj  to  the  R.ed  S:2i, 
and  thence  acrofs  the  defart,  and  down  the  Nile  to  Alexandria.. 
The  goods  received  by  the  former  route  were,  as  Sanudo  obferves^ 
of  fuperior  quality;  but  from  the  tedioufnefs  and  expence  of  a  dif- 
tant  land- carriage,  the  fupply  was  often  fcanty,  nor  can  he  coaceal 
(though  contrary  to  a  favourite  projeft  which  he  had  in  view  when 
he  wrote  the  treatife  to  which  I  refer)  that,  from  the  ftate  of  tne 
countries  through  which  the  caravans  pafied,  this  mode  of  convey-. 
ance  was  frequently  precarious,  and  attended  v/ith  danger.' 

Dr.  Robertfon  foon  after  pafTes  to  the  confideratlon  of 
Marco  Polo's  Travels,  a  difcovexer  only  fecond  to  Columbus, 
and  from  whom  Columbus  confelTedly  caught  the  ideas  which 
Jed  him  to  his  great  defign.  But  how  are  we  furprifed  to  iind 
idifmilTed  in  a  page,  a  barren  page,  the  labours  of  the  man 
who  firil  laid  open  the  half  of  Aiia  to  Europeans-! 

The  trade  of  the  Venetians  at  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  cen- 
tury, the  period  when  Vafco  de  Gama  difcovered  the  grand  ma- 
fitiny^  rout  to  India,  is  well  illuftrated  by  our  author  ;  but  oui: 
limits  will  not  permit  us  to  enter  into  this  part  of  the  fubjett, 
nor  to  follow  the  concife  account  of  the  eltablifliment  of  the 
Portugueze  power  in  India,  which  was  to  yield  to  the  Dutch, 
and  this  to  the  Englifh.  The  confideration  of  the  fourth  fec- 
tion,  and  remainder  of  this  work,  mud  be  adjourned  to  a  fu- 
ture occafion. 

Difcoverics  of  the  French  in  I768  and  17^9)  io  the  South-eaJ}  of 
Nezu  Guinea,  'To  ivhich  is  prefixed  an  Hijiorical  Abridgement 
cf  the  Voyages  and  Difcovcries  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  fame^ 
Seas.  By  M,  *  *  *,  formerly  a  Captain  in  tlyc  French  Navy^ 
Tranftatedfrom  the  French,     ^to.     ll.  Is,  Stockdale.    1791. 

TN  this  age  of  entcrprifing  commerce,  and  cxtenfive  enqui- 

ry,  few  years  pafs  without  our  being  able  to  record  fome 

new  difcovery,  fome  fadls  more  clearly  and  accurately  afcer- 

t.3ined,  or  tlic  dctcdlion  of  fome  error.     In  this  fituation  w^ 

mufi 
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'mufl:  confider  ourfelves  as  citizens  of  the  world,  and  recora 
i'afts  or  difcoveries,  without  being  biafled  by  national  regards, 
or  national  prejudices:  we  muft  give  to  the  enterprifmg  na- 
vigator, whatever  may  be  his  country,  his  due  applaufc,  aiid 
join  in  making  his  merits  more  generally  known. 

The  iflands  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  New  Guinea  have  received 
few  vifits  in  this  cen|:ury.  Captain  Foreft,  whofe  voyage  oc- 
curs in  our  xlviitli  volume,  p.  257,  went  not  fo  far  to  the 
fouth;  andthefe  iflands  fcarcely  occur  in  our  Journal  till  they 
nre  mentioned  in  lieut.  Shortland's  voyage  in  his  return  from 
Botany  Bay,  Vol.  lxix»  p.  89.  Since  that  time  they  are 
particularly  noticed  in  our  laft  Appendix,  where  M.  Buache's 
memoir  is  mentioned,  among  thofe  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Sciences  for  1787,  defigned  to  Ihow  that  our  countryman,  Mr. 
Dalrymplc,  was  miflaken  in  fuppofing  New  Britain  to  be  the 
ifles  of  Solomon,  discovered  by  Mendana.  The  whole  fubjedl 
is  very  clearly  elucidated  in  the  volume  before  us.  The  ifles 
of  Solomon  are  the  fame,  of  which  M.  Survillelaw  the  north- 
cailern  coafts,  and  lieut.  Shortland  the  foutli-weftern ;  of  which 
M.  Bougainville  faw  the  north-weltcrn  point  in  paflkig  through 
the  flraits  called  by  his  name,  feparating  this  country,  not 
from  New  Guinea,  but  from  an  iiland  to  the  north-eaft  of 
New  Guinea.  Bougainville  faw  the  fouthern  coafl  of  New 
Guinea,  and  called  it  Loufiade*,  though  it  is  doubtful  if  it 
be  not  a  feparate  ifland.  Indeed  through  the  whole  of  this 
track,  the  land  is  frequently  broken  by  the  fea,  and  the  coun- 
try ftyled  by  lieut.  Shortland  New  Georgia,  by  M.  Surville 
the  Archipelago  of  the  Arfaci4es,  and  by  others  Guadalcanal, 
or  Ifla  Yfabel,  feems,  as  we  have  remarked,  to  be  only  a  cluf- 
ter  of  iilands.  The  whole  is  laid  down  with  fuflicient  accu- 
racy by  Mr.  Arrowfmith. 

The  firft  voyage,  noticed  in  this  colle£lion,  is  that  of 
Mendana,  the  lirfl  difcoverer  of  the  iflands  which,  from  their 
imaginary  riches,  he  called  Solomon's  Iflands.  He  is  aljo,  v/e 
believe,  the  firft  voyager  who  went  from  the  weftern  coail  of 
America,  allured  either  by  avarice  or  ambition  :  he  failed  from 
Callao  on  the  loth  of  January,  1567.  In  thefe  iflands,  the 
difcoverer  tells  us  that  they  eat  human  flefli ;  and  we  know  not 
why  the  French  coUeftor  fliould  Itart  with  horror  at,  and  dif- 
believe  a  cuftom"  which  certainly  ftill  exifts  at  New  Zealand 
and  was  once  perhaps  common  over  all  the  iflands  of  the  Pa, 
cific  ocean.  'Fhere;  may,  however,  have  been  fome  error;  foj- 
the  work  was  only  compiled  by  Figucroa  in  1613.  Bats  mea 
furing  five  feet  from  the  extremity  of  either  wing  maybe  another 

*  The  northern  coaft  of  this  iiland  feems  to  be  the  land  feen  by  the  Dutch 
yacht,  Geelwynk,  in  1705. 

error. 
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error.  A  fhort  defcrlption  of  thefe  iflands  from  Herrera, 
w'hofe  account  of  the  weftern  iflands  was  publiilied  in  1730, 
follows,  and  one  part  of  it  we  fhall  fcle£t. 

*  The  iflands  of  Solomon  are  fituated  between  the  fc venth  and 
the  twelfth  degree  of  fouth  latitude,  fiftcea  hundred  leagues  dif- 
tant  from  the  city  De  los  Reyes  (of  the  kings;  that  is  Lima). 
They  owe  their  name  to  the  opinion  conceived  of  their  riches. 
They  are  called  alfo  weftern  ifles,  byway  of  eminence,  being  fltu  . 
ated  to  the  weft  of  Peru,  where  the  fleet  of  iVlcndana,  by  which 
they  were  difcovered,  was  fitted  out  in  1567.  They  are  no  lefs 
remarkable  for  the  number  than  their  extent.  Eighteen  principaJ 
ones  are  reckoned,  fome  of  which  are  300  leagues  in  circumference, 
two  are  of  200,  one  of  100,  one  of  50,  and  others  fmallcr,  be- 
iides  which,  there  are  feveral,  the  coafts  of  which  have  been  traced 
but  impcrfedly.  It  is  prefumed  that  they  extend  to  New  Guinea, 
The  air  is  falubrlous,  the  foil  fertile  and  habicable,  offering  va- 
rious productions  fit  for  the  fupport  of  men  :  even  cattle  is  noc 
rare.  Hogs  and  fowls  are  found  there,  and  fome  fruits,  not  dif- 
ferent frjm  thofe  of  Callil?.  They  are  very  populous,  and  their 
inhabitants  appear  to  beloTig  to  difi^t^rent  races,  fome  are  tawny 
like  the  Indians,  others  white,  others  red,  and  copp?r-coloured, 
and  fome  perfect  negroes.  Thefe  diverfities  of  fpecies,  announc- 
ing a  mixture  of  difterent  races,  fufficiently  indicate  that  thefe 
iflands  are  contiguous  to  New  Guinea,  whence  the  inhabitants  ol 
them  have  had  communication  with  thofe  of  the  fpice  ifland*.* 

The  fecond  voyage  of  Mendana  produced  only  a  fhort  tran-- 
fient  fettlement  on  Santa  Cruz,  fecn  afterwards  by  captain 
Carteret,  and  called  by  him  Egmont  Ifland.  Mendana  could 
not  find  Solomon's  Iflands  again,  and  died  of  fatigue,  dii'ap- 
pointment,  and  vexation.  If  a  more  permanent  fettlement 
could  have  been  obtained  in  this  ifland,  it  was  fuppofed  that  it 
would  be  an  excellent  fpot,  from  which  Solomon's  iflands 
could  be  again  difcovered,  or  a  fouthern  continent,  the  great 
object  of  fpeculation  at  that  time,  be  fought  for.  This  feems 
to  have  been  the  defign  of  Qu^iros  in  his  voyage  1606  ;  but  the 
tmS  was  not  attained.  Our  author  fuppofes  that  tlie  Sagittaria 
of  Q^iros  was  Otahelte,  and  his  Dezana  the  modern  Maitea. 
The  Tierra  Aullral  del  P2fpiritu  Santo  is  pretty  evidently  the 
New  Hebrides  of  the  Ia!:er  voyages;  but  this  former  difco- 
very  of  Otahcite  refts  on  very  infecurc  grounds  :  the  peculia- 
rity of  the  landing  is  common  to  all  the  Coral  iflands,  and  the 
fame  lace  inhabits  the  various  fpots,  which  rife  above  the  waves 
of  this  immenfe  ocean.  Quiros' memorial  is  annexed-,  but 
befides  that  it  is  already  publiilied  in  Mr.  Dalrymple's  collec- 
tion, we  fhould  pafs  it  over,  as,  with  little  adherence  to  what 
.      6  he 
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he  faw,  he  defcribes  what  he  wifhed  to  fee,  and  what  the  king 
wiOied  to  beheve. 

Santa  Cruz,  as  we  have  already  remarked,  was  pretty  certain- 
ly the  Egmont  Ifland  of  captain  Carteret;  and  this  group  was 
called  by  the  Englifh  navigator,  Queen  Charlotte's  Illands. 
His  narrative  is  therefore  annexed  ;  but  to  the  Engliili  reader 
it  can  afford  little  novelty.  The  notes  of  the  French  editor 
are  trifling. 

The  great  group  of  the  New  Hebrides  was  next  difcovered 
by  Bougainville  in  1768,  and  called  by  him  the  Great  Cy- 
clades.  An  extra6l  from  his  voyage,  fo  far  as  it  relates  to 
this  fpot,  is  fubjoined.  It  was  on  a  group  of  illands  difcover- 
ed by  this  navigator,  between  latitude  140°  and  150°  that  M.. 
de  L' Angle  loft  his  life,  anticipating  only  we  fear  a  more  pain- 
ful or  diilrefling  end  with  M.  de  la  Peroufe.  Let  us  felecSl  a 
fhort  account  of  this  able  commander,  and  of  his  fatal  end. 

'  M.  de  Bougainville  is  the  firft  navigator  who  had  any  know- 
ledge of  this  archipelago.  M.  le  compte  de  la  Peroufe  vifited  it 
in  December  1786.  It  was  in  one  of  the  iflands  belonging  to  it, 
named  Mahouna,that  vifcount  de  Langle,  the  chevalier  Lamanon, 
and  ten  failors  of  the  frigates  BoufTole  and  Aflrolabe,  were  trea- 
cheroufly  mafTacred  by  the  natives,  with  whom  they  had  lived  to 
that  moment  on  perfectly  good  terms.  M.  de  Langle  was  the  ho- 
nourable vi(^im  of  the  humane  principles  which  directed  the  ex- 
pedition of  M.  de  la  Peroufe.  If  he  had  allowed  himfelf,  a5  pru- 
dence feemed  to  require,  and  fdf-defence  made  lawful,  to  make 
u\c  of  the  fuperiority  of  his  arms  as  foon  as  his  cutters  were 
a-ground,  and  furrounded  by  the  favagcs,  he  might  eafily  have 
difperfed  them  ;  but  he  hoped  to  deliver  himfelf  from  their  per- 
fidy without  punifhing  them.  This  trait  of  moderation  has  no 
example  in  the  hiftory  of  modern  navigators;  and  we  may  be  af- 
fured,  that  M.  de  Laugle  will  not  have  many  imitators.  It  will 
not,  doubtlefs,  be  thought  improper,  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
paying  a  flight  tribute  of  praife  to  the  memory  of  an  officer,  whom 
the  Fiench  navy  fmcerely  lamented,  and  the  nation  mufl  alfo 
regret.  A  mind,  enlightened  by  the  fludy  of  all  fciences  ufeful  to 
a  Teaman  ;  an  extenfive  experience,  confirmed  by  theory ;  a  foul 
fuperior  to  dangers,  yet  fenfible  of  their  extent;  a  coolnefs,  which 
jio  event  could  difconcert  ;  a  quick  conception,  an  acute  and  prac- 
tifed  eye,  were  the  talents  which  prepared  him  to  become  in  time, 
fuch  a  commander  of  our  naval  forces,  as  would  have  fupported 
with  dignity  and  courage,  the  honour  of  the  French  flag.' 

M.  Bougainville's  tra6l  was  through  the  Archipelago  of  the 
New  Hebrides,  weftward,  when  he  had  nearly  fallen  in  with 
the  ealtera  goafi  pf  New  South-Wales.    He  next  bore  away 

to 
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to  the  north  and  a  little  eaftward,  meeting  with  Loufiade,  r.nd , 
palling  through  the  (Iraits  which  lieut.  Shortland  afterwards 
defcribed,  diicovers  near  the  northern  extremity  of  New  Geor- 
gia, (for  fo  we  fhall  call  the  group  of  iflands  in  general,  to 
avoid  prolixity)  an  excellent  harbour.     In   all  this  tracl:    he 
found  the  inhabitants  of  a  dark  colour  or  black,  generally  ai- 
moil  naked,  warlike,  treacherous,  and  with  few  of  the  conve- 
niences or  comforts  of  life,  llie  cuftoms  of  the  New  Hebrides^ 
we  fulhciently  know  from  our  own  voyagers.  In  the  bay  which 
M.  Bougainville  difcovered  in  New  Georgia,   he  found  in  a 
canoe  which  he  had  feized,  the  jaw  of  a  man  broiled,  evident- 
ly intended  for  a  fea-ftock.     This  circumflance  the  colledlor 
pafies  over  without  any  figns  of  abhorrence,  till  fome  time 
afterwards,  when  he  finds  fome  unequivocal  traces  of  the  fame 
cuitom  inM.  Surville's  Voyage,  at  Port  Prailin.  The  hints  and 
inilruilions  given  to  M.  de  la  Peroufe,  which  are  nextinferted, 
are  taken  almoft  wholly  from  M.  Surville's  voyage,  to  which 
we  proceed  j  anc.  as  it  has  never  yet  appeared  in  our  language, 
or  indeed  correctly  in  any  language,  we  fhall  be  a  little  more 
particular  in  our  account. 

We  have  already  faid,  that  M.  Surville's  difcoveries  were 
on  the  eaft  and  north-eaft  of  New  Georgia.     He  fell  in  with 
the  coaft,  where  it  recedes  a  little  to  the  weftward,  and  firfl: 
faw  an  iiland  called,  from  this  circumflance,  Ille  de  Premier 
View,  fomewhat  to  the  north  of  Port  Prailin.     The  Indians,, 
whom  he  firfl  faw,  appeared  numerous  and  friendly ;  they 
imitated  the  found  of  the  boatfwain's  whiftle,  and  were  en- 
chanted with  the  mufick  of  the  fife.   They  were  all,  however, 
treacherous ;  and  after  different  attempts  to  draw  the  boats" 
crews  into  an  ambufcade,  at  laft  attacked  them  in  the  mod  un- 
favourable  pofition  they   could  find.      Their  javelins   were 
thrown  with  incredible  force ;  and  from  the  effe<£ls,  the  ar- 
rows fcem  to  have  been  poifoned.     Three  men  died  from  the 
wounds,  and  a  piece  of  the  fpear  was  forced  into  the  vertebra  of 
another,  who  died  afterwards,  vvdth  fuch  violence,  that  it  could 
only  be  taken  out  by  cutting  the  bone.     From  this  circum- 
flance,   Surville  called  thefe  iilands  the  archipelago  of  the 
Arfacides,  as  this  word  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  original  of  affaf- 
fms,  and  the  old  man  of  the  mountain  to  be  of  this  familv. 
Port  Prailin  is  a  convenient  harbour,  but  the  anchorage  is  bad : 
the  country  around  is  marfhy,  and  the  chief  fruits  which  they: 
faw,  jwerc    the  cabbage,    palm,    the    cocoa-nut  tree,     and 
different  kinds  of  almonds.     By  force  they  procured  a  young 
favage  5  and  we  fhall  tranfcribe  the  account  given  of  him. 

*  He  had  fcarce  been  two  months  on  board  before  wc  per- 
8  ceived 
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ceived  the  extreme  facility  with  which  he  learnt  our  language  i 
but  his  progrefs  was  retarded  by  flaying  three  months  among  the 
Spaniards  in  Peru  ;  yet  in  this  time  he  acquired  the  power  of  mak- 
ing himfclf  toler>ibIy  well  underllood  in  both  languages. 

*  What  moft  excited  his  aftonifhment  at  Lima  was,  the  height 
and  magnitude  of  the  houfes :  he  could  not  perfuade  himfelf  that 
they  were  folid;  and,  in  order  to  be  convinced,  endeavoured  to 
Ihake  the  walls.  But  his  furprife  redoubled  daily,  when  he  faw 
the  works  and  occupations  of  the  Europeans ;  and  he  did  not  he- 
fitate  to  acknowledge,  that  they  were  greatly  fuperior  to  his  coun-- 
trymen.  In  the  pafTage  from  Port  Prafiin  to  Peru,  M.  de  Sur- 
ville  made  him  always  eat  at  his  table;  and  he  underftood  very 
well  that  this  was  a  particular  favour,  becaufe  the  treatment  of  the 
other  Blacks  was  very  different.  When  they  arrived  at  Callao  in 
Lima,  after  the  death  of  M.  SurvJIle,  who  was  accidentally  drown- 
ed, youpg  Lova  voluntarily  retired  from  the  officer's  table,  and 
undertook  to  wait  as  a  fervant. 

*  He  was  much  efteemed,  and  indeed  deferved  it  by  his  good 
qualities  ;  his  expreflions  of  gratitude  always  proved  that  he  knew 
the  value  of  favours;  and  he  never  abufed  the  indulgence  which 
was  given  him. 

«  The  only  fault  he  difplays  is  the  tranfport  of  rage  or  defpair^ 
to  which  he  gives  way  too  eafily,  and  that  may  be  attributed  to 
his  extreme  fenhbility ;  but  this  emotion  adls  againft  himfelf  only^ 
and  is  pall  in  an  infant:  it  is  the  anger  of  a  child.  His  under- 
ftanding  is  acute  ;  ar.*l  he  learns  with  eafe  and  plrafure,  whatever 
he  is  defined  to  undertake :  he  would  certainly  read  very  foon,  if 
care  was  taken  to  iniirut^  him. 

*  His  honefty  has  at  all  times  deferved  commendation:  he  is 
rather  fond  of  finery,  but  eafiiy  gives  it  up  ;  he  well  knows  the 
ufe  and  value  of  money,  but  is  not  greatly  attached  to  it.  His 
mod  lively  defires  appear  to  be  thofe  of  gratifying  his  appetites* 
It  is  cer.ain  that  his  difpofition  is  remarkably  goodj -and  is  irtQ 
from  many  faults  that  often  are  not  prevented  by  a  more  careful 
education.* 

The  reptiles  Teem  to  be  fingular,  but  are  not  defcribed 
with  much  accuracy.  They  have  the  boar  only  of  the  quadru- 
peds, and  our  author  faw  a  fuflicient  variety  of  water-fowL 
The  favages  which  came  aboard,  appeared  acquainted  with 
the  different  domeftic  fowls  which  they  faw,  and  imitated 
their  notes:  the  ducks  only  feemed  new  to  them; 

«  The  inhabitants  of  Port  Prafiin  are  of  very  ordinary  feature? 
but  they  ate  flrong  and  mufcular.     They  do  not  feem  to  fpring 
from  tiie  fame  origin,  fome  being  perfedly  black,  others  only  cop- 
per- 
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pT-colourcd  :  the  former  have  woolly  ha-r,  very  fofc  to  the  touch  ; 
ihelr  foHeliead  is  fmall,  their  eyes  rather  funk,  the  lower  part  of 
the  face  Hiarp,  and  furnifhed  with  fome  little  beard,  and  their 
whole  figure  has  an  exprefTion  of  ferocity.  They  differ  from  the 
negroes  \\\  having  neither  the  nofe  fo  flat,  nor  the  lips  fo  thick. 
Some  of  thofe  who  are  copp^^r-coloured  have  lank  hair;  but  they 
do  not  all  wear  their  hair  in  the  fame  form ;  in  general  they  cut 
it  round  the  head  to  the  ears ;  fome  keep  it  merely  on  the  top  of 
the  head  like  a  fkull-cap,  Ihive  off  the  reft  with  a  fh.irp  flone,  and 
only  leave  at  bottom  a  fmall  circle  of  about  an  inch,  which  they 
fufFer  to  grow  only  to  the  length  of  that  at  top :  the  greater  part 
keep  a  little  tuft  upon  the  top  of  the  head,  and  fome  divide  it  in- 
to feveral  little  queues,  by  meansof  a  gum,  which  makes  the.hair 
adhere  together.  There  are  few  of  them  who  do  not  powder  their 
hair  and  their  eye-brows  with  lime,  which  jrives  them  the  appear- 
ance of  being  dyed  yellow  when  the  powder  has  not  been  lately 
Applied.  Many  alfo  paint  a  white  line  over  the  eye-brows  from 
one  temple  to  the  other.  The  women,  of  whom  only  one  or  two 
were  fecn  in  the  canoes  which  pafFed  in  fight  of  the  fhips,  trace 
thefe  lines  along  their  cheeks  alfo,  and  make  others  on  their  bo- 
foms  from  one  Ihoulder  to  the  other. 

*  Both  men  and  women  are  abfolutely  naked,  with  merely  a 
fcanty  fcrap  of  matting  tied  at  the  waiH:.  The  men  tattow  their 
faces,  arms,  and  other  parts  of  the  body  ;  and  fome  of  the  de- 
li'^ns  thus  executed  are  not  unpleafing.  The  lobes  of  the  ears  ar« 
pierced  by  a  hole,  which  in  general  is  of  a  mod  extraordinary  fize. 
The  ornamen'.s  they  wear  are  of  different  kinds  ;  fome  have  great 
tings  of  fhell,  or  of  a  very  white  fubllance,  that  appears  to  be  bone  ; 
others  leaves  of  different  trees  or  flowers.  The  partition  of  the  nofe 
is  alfo  pierced  ;  and  the  ornament*  of  different  kinds,  which  they 
put  through  it,  fo  lengthen  the  cartilage,  that  in  fome  it  defcends 
to  the  edge  of  the  upper  li^ :  what  they  wear  there  is  fometimes  a 
wooden  peg,  and  fometimes  fuch  rings  as  thofe  in  their  ears*  But 
the  ornament  which- feems  univerfal  is  the  bracelet;  the  greater 
part  wear  it  on  the  at-m  above  the  elbow,  and  it  feems  to  be  about 
an  inch  broad,  and  half  an  inch  thick;  it  is  made,  as  far  as  can 
^e  judged,  of  a  fnell  which  is  hard,  opake,  heavy,  and  fuperior 
in  wh  tcnefs  to  the  ivory  of  Senegal,  and  the  marble  of  Carrara; 
and  under  it  hangs  a  circle  of  Ihell,  artfully  worked.  They  who 
have  not  this  bracelet  wear  another  fort  on  the  wrift  ;  this  goes 
feveral  times  round,  and  is  compofed  of  fmall  bones  of  filh,  and 
other  animals  llrung  upcn  a  thread.  Some  of  them  alfo  hang  up- 
on their  neck  a  kind  of  comb,  made  of  a  white  ttone,  upon  which, 
according  to  Lova  Sarega,  they  put  a  high  value  :  and  others  were 
obferved,  who  had  a  white  fliell,  about  the  fize  of  a  puUet*s  ^gg» 
6xed  upon  the  forehead  by  threads,  which  went  round  the  head.' 
Crit.  Rev.  N.  Ar.  (III.)  O^.  1791.  L.  Their 
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Their  utenfils  are  neither  dexteroully  nor  artificially  made: 
they  do  not  greatly  differ  from  thofe  defcribed  by  our  own 
voyagers  from  fome  of  the  neighbouring  iilands.  The  follow- 
ing almoft  incredible  account  mud  reft  on  the  credit  of  the 
journalifts  and  of  Lova  Sarega. 

'  It  appears  that  thefe  people  have  feme  knovdedgc  of  commerce: 
notvvithiianding  the  fragility  of  their  veflels,  they  take  voyages 
of  ten  or  twelve  days,  and  guide  themfelves  by  the  motion  of  the 
ftars,  fome  of  which  they  have  learnt  to  dilUnguilh  from  the  reil^ 
That  they  traffic  with  fome  white  people,  or  at  leall  much  lefs 
black  than  themfelves,  is  concluded  from  an  adventure  which  Lo- 
va Sarega  related,  declaring  that  he  was  an  eye  witnefs  of  it.  He 
(aw  a  boat  come  to  land,  not  different  in  form  from  thofe  of  his 
own  country,  in  which  were  fifteen  or  fixteen  black  men,  three 
black  women,  and  a  white  woman.  The  black  women  did  nothing 
but  chatter,  the  white  woman  wept  inceflantly,  lamenting  a  vvhitQ 
man,  who  had  gone  into  the  fea  to  catch  a  turtle,  and  had  been 
devoured  by  the  fifhes.  She  was  delivered  of  two  white  children, 
one  of  which  died,  whereupon  fhe  was  inconfolable,  and  ilrangled 
herfelf  with  a  little  lace  fhe  wore  about  her  neck,  and  had  ufed  (as 
the  Peruvians  do  their  quipos)  to  mark  the  days  of  her  abfence  from 
her  country  by  knots  made  upon  it :  as  Lova  alfo  did  when  he  was 
carried  from  his  own  ifland.  He  added  that  this  white  woman  had 
very  large  pendants  in  her  ears>  of  a  golden  colour  ;  that  her  nofe 
was  pierced  ;  and  that  (he  was  naked,  excepting  a  fmall  piece  of 
fluff,  which  reached  from  her  waift  to  her  knees.  The  boat  iij 
which  fhe  arrived,  had  brought  alfo  hogs,  and  a  great  quantity  6£ 
cocoa-nuts.  ;■  ^,  , 

*  Lova  confirmed  his  recital,  by  affirming  politiyely,  that  his;; 
father  often  made  voyages  which  lafled  tea  or  twelve  days,  to  a 
nation  much  lefs  black  than  his  own  ;  that  he  there  changed  black 
men  for  white,  and  brought  back  alfo  fine  cloths,  covered  with 
defigns,  which  ferved  his  countrymen  to  tie  round  their  bodies.. 
To  jadge  by  the  duration  of  the  voyages,  and  the  frailty  of  ths 
vefi'els  which  make  them, that  this  country  inhabited  by  v/hites  can- 
b^  at  no  great  diHance  from  Port  Praflin,  and  fliould  belong  to  the; 
fame  archipelago ;  perhaps  it  is  one  of  the  iflands  of  the  eailtrn 
part  which  S^arville  afterwards  difcovered.' 

Surville  went  afterv.'ards  to  the  fouth-eaftern  extremity  of 
tlie  group,  but  his  fubfequent  obfervations  are  not  of  very 
great  confequence. 

Captain  Cook's  *  complete  Recognition*  of  the  New  He- 
brides follow,  which  initead  of  being,  tran Hated,  is  properly 
taken  fr*m  the  Englifh  work  ;  and  this  is  followed. by  the  jour-^ 
nai  of  the  voyage  of  the  Spanifh  frigate  Princefa.  The  ex- 
trad'i  is  only,  however,  introduced  to  fhow,  that  the  Princefa 

fell 
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fell  in  with  Candlemafs  fhoals,  dlfcovered  by  Mendana  on  the 
north  of  New  Georgia.  Our  author  fufpefts  that  they  fell  in 
with  the  Friendly  Iflands  j  but  this  refls  on  a  very  vague 
foundation. 

Mr.  Shortland^s  voyage  follows,  with  a  table  of  longitudes 
rind  latitudes  of  different  places  as  determined  by  that  naviga- 
tor ;  and  the  narrative  is  illuftrated  by  notes*  In  thefe,  thfc 
author  feems  angry  with  Mr.  Shortland,  that  he  did  not  re- 
cognife  thefe  ftraits  to  be  the  fame  as  M.  Bougainville  had  feen, 
or  that  it  had  not  been  noticed  by  the  compiler  of  the  voyages 
from  Botany-Bay.  It  is  certain  that  Surville's  iflands  were 
laid  down  in  fome  maps  ;  but  the  accounts  were  fo  vague  and 
indifcriminate,  that  fome  judicious  geographers  doubted  their 
exiilence  ;  and  Mr.  Dairyniple  fuppofed,  that  he  had  actually 
fallen  in  with  New  Britain,  and  which  he  confequently  b^-' 
lieved  was  the  fame  as  Solomon's  lilands  of  Mendana.  We 
do  not,  however,  fee,  that  every  navigator  is  obliged  to  re- 
concile what  he  has  feen  with  every  preceding  voyage :  the 
compiler  has  denied  that  he  wiilied  to  be  unjuft,  but  lays  th^ 
blame  on  the  infufficiency  of  his  information.  The  reft  of  the 
notes  betray  a  little  too  much  petulance,  and  rather  a  wifli  to 
find  fault. 

General  remarks  on  all  the  voyages  are  fubjoined.  In  the 
firft  of  thefe,  the  author  endeavours  to  fliow  that  the  iflands 
of  Solomon,  difcovered  by  Mendana  in  1567,  were  feen  by 
Carteret  in  1767,  by  Bougainville  in  the  following  year,  by 
Sun'ille  in  1769,  and  by  Shortland  in  1788.  Gower's  Ifland 
of  Carteret  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  Ifle  Inatendu  of  Surville  ; 
and  the  ftraits  of  Bougainville  and  Shortland  are  pretty  cer- 
tainly the  fame.  New  Georgia  lies  between  the  6th  and  nth 
degrees  of  fouth  latitude  nearly,  and  from  3  to  10  degrees  of 
longitude  eaft  of  New  Ireland :  this  general  conclufion  from 
the  Spanifli  narratives  is  the  fubjeft  of  the  fecond  fe£l:ion  of 
the  remarks,  and  the  third  is  the  application  of  Figueroa's  def- 
criprion  of  the  Ifles  of  Solomon,  to  the  archipelago  of  the  Ar- 
facides  of  the  modern  navigators,  with  the  proof  of  their  iden- 
tity. 

The  4th  and  5th  fe6i:lons  are  defigned  to  prove  the  identi- 
ty of  the  iflands  of  Santa  Cruz,  difcovered  by  Mendana,  with 
the  Charlotte  iflands  of  Carteret;  and  the  Terra  Auftralis 
Spiritus  San6ti,  with  the  great  Cyclades  of  Bougainville,  and 
the  New  Hebrides  of  Cook.  In  thefe  queftions  our  author 
fucceeds  very  welh  The,  6th  relates  to  the  difcovery  of  New 
Caledonia  by  capt.  Cook :  it  is  profefledly  inferted  to  com-» 
pletc  the  knowledge  of  the  i^quatorial  fea ;  but  feemingly 
to  blame  captain  Cook  a  little  for  not  having  given  to  the 
French  navigator  a  fuflicicnt  fliare  of  merit* 

L  a  The 
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The  land  of  Loufiade,  difcovered  by  Bougainville,  Is  th"? 
next  fubje£t  of  confideration  ;  but  it  offers  litle  novelty.  The 
country  is  faid  to  be  fertile,  and  feme  reafons  render  it  rather 
probable,  that  the  coaft  of  the  Geelvink  is,  as  we  have  faid> 
the  northern  part  of  this  ifland,  or  rather  the  northern  pro- 
jedling  capes  of  an  archipelago.  The  remarks  on  fome  aflem- 
blage  of  iflands  to  the  eaft  of  New  Ireland^  afford  nothing 
very  interefling* 

The  charts  which  illuftrate  this  work  are  numerous,  Inte- 
relling,  and  ufeful.  The  analyfis  of,  and  the  information 
employed,  in  corre£ling  the  rriore  perfect  ones,  are  next  def- 
cribed.  They  appear  to  be  conftrudlied  with  great  fkill  and 
accuracy  *,  but  it  is  impoflible  to  follow  thefe  details  without 
tranfcribing  the  whole  chapter.  M.  Buache's  memoir,  which 
concludes  the  volume,  has  already  been  the  fubjeft  of  our 
remarks  in  the  laftr  Appendix.  An  abftra£l  of  it  is  only  infert* 
cd.   . 

Thefe  difcuflions  may  appear  perhaps  too  extenfive  *,  but  it 
can  never  be  improper  to  fix  with  precifion  the  fituation  of 
different  countries  :  to  the  navigator  it  is  of  the  moft  effential 
fervice  :  to  the  philofopher  it  is  an  interefting  employment. 
This  enquiry  may  anfwer  another  good  purpofe.  Thofe  who 
may  have  been  feduced  by  the  fplendid  defcriptions  of  Quiros, 
will  now  find  with  certainty  that  they  had  very  little  founds^ 
tion  *,  and  it  will  be  to  no' purpofe  to  reft  on  promifes  calcu- 
lated only  to  deceive,  and  on  defcriptions  defignedly  delufive. 

J  Treatife  on  the  Fevers  of  Jamaica^  with  fome  Obfervations 
en  the  Intermitting  Fever  of  America,  and  an  jippendix,  con-* 
taining  fome  Hints  on  the  Means  of  preferving  the  Health  of 
Soldiers  in  hot  Climates,  By  R.  Jack/on,  M.  D,  ^vo. 
6j.  bd.     Boards,     Murray.     1 791. 

^ipHE  ^urry  of  a  camp  is  not  always  incompatibk  with  ftudy 
-*  and  reflexion  on  the  fubje£l:s  of  medicine  :■  the  peculiar 
fcenes  which  it  furnilhes  may  with  a  little  care  be  faithfully 
preferved  j  and  the  refle6tion  on  thefe  fcenes  may  fit  the  phy- 
fician  for  more  careful  obfervation,  and  mature  his  judgment 
fo  as  to  fuggeft  a  more  difcerning  praftice.  Dr.  Jackfon  tells 
us,  with  a  prepoffeiling  candour,  that  he  engaged  in  the  cure 
of  difeafes  with  a  general  idea  of  common  practice  only  :  his 
improvements  were  the  fuggefiions  of  experience,  colIe£led 
with  cafe  from  the  bed-fide,  matured  by  a  fubfequent  exami- 
nation of  the  beft  medical  authors.  With  few  prejudices,  he 
has  obferved  with  care;  and,  with  little  obftinacy,  has  com- 
pared his  obfcrv#itions  with  thofe  of  others^  marking  their  co- 
incidence 
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Incidence  or  difagrcement.  The  account  of  the  paroxyfms  of 
intermittents  ana  remittents  is  by  much  the  bell  we  have  re- 
ceived fince  the  peripd  of  Cleghorn. 

Fevers  are  the  fame  difeafes  in  every  age  and  every  climate : 
their  eflence  con fifts  in  irreguhira6lionof  thenervou;  fyllem.,and 
an  unequal  determination  of  the  fluids ;  their  xauf.s  are  either 
a  fudden  diminution  of  the  vis  vitie  from  cold,  or  a  more  gra- 
dual  one  by  a  fcdative  miafma :  the  conne£lion  between  the 
caufcs  and  the  change  in  tlie  body  is  not  ealily  explained.  The 
fimilarity  of  fevers,  however,  in  different  countries,  depends 
on  that  of  their  caufes;  and  the  firft  great  divifion  is  into  in- 
termittents and  more  continued  fevers.     The  fpecies  are  de- 
termined by  their  peculiar  forms,  and  the  varieties  by  different 
appearances,  derived  from  the  conilitutions  affe£l:ed.     The  fi- 
milarity of  fevers  in  their  outline  our  author  particularly  no- 
tices, and  compares  that  at  Savannah  la  Mar  with  the  endemic 
of  North  America.:  the  latter  is  more  certainly  and  peculiarly 
an  intermi*^tent  •,  for  the  former,  though  it  appears  In  a  remit- 
ting form,  feems  to  combine  many  of  the  diliinguifliing  marks 
of  the  more  continued  fever.     The  tertian  was  the  moft  fre- 
€juent  form  of  fever  in  Jamaica  ;  but  the  double  tertian,  with 
fimilar  paroxyfms  on  alternate  days,  was  more  fo.     It  was, 
fiowever,  of  a  kind  between  the  double  tertian  and  the  femi- 
|ertiana^  for  the  fecond  tertian  fcarcely  finiihed  its  courfe  be- 
fore it  was  taken  up  by  the  fucceeding  fit  of  the  firft.     The 
fever  of  the.od,d  day,  or  the  firft  tertian,  ufually  returned  later 
and  later,  with  decreafing  force,  while  the  fever  of  the  even 
(day  anticipated  its  period,  ^nd  increafed.     Our  author  thinks 
jbe  has  feen  the  quotidian  j  but  he  feems  to  fuppofe  its  appear- 
ance fufpicious,  for  the  attack  was  In  the  evening,  and  the  in- 
termlffion  was  fcarcely  perfe£l,.     Quotidians,  though  uncom- 
mon, certainly  exift :  we  have  feen  fevers  confifting  of  pa- 
roxyfms, equal  in  force,  and  fimilar  in  appearance,  return 
every  morning  about  feven  or  eight  o'clock.     Dr.  Jackfon 
mentions  an  apparent  combination  of  a  tertian  with  a  quoti- 
dian, having  three  feparate  exaceibatlcns  in  forty-eight  hours, 
two  of  which  regularly  returned  alike.     This  is  certainly  the 
femitertlana  primi  ordiijis  of  Galen,  the  triple  tertian  of  Cleg- 
horn.     The  hjemitrit33us  of  the  ancients  was  more  purely  a 
jremittent,  without  diftin£l  Intermiflions ;  perhaps  a  fever  of 
the  fame  kind  only,  with  longer  paroxyfms.     In  Jamaica,  the 
frequent  anticipations  of  fever  rendered  the  obfervations  often 
doubtful;  and  our  author  .does  not  clearly  refer  the  difeafe,juft 
defciibed,  to  the  triple  tertian,  though  we  think  there  is  little 
doubt  of  its  nature. 

'  It  would  be  a  matter  pf  fome  utility  could  we  learn  to  foretell, 
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frcmthe  nature  of  the  types,  the  accidents  that  are  likely  to  hnppen 
in  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  or  to  form  a  prob.ible  conjedure  of 
the  event.  Something  certainly  may  be  gained  if  we  obferve  with 
attention.  Thus  I  may  remark,  that  I  never  found  'anticipations 
of  one  hour  or  even  two  to  be  of  much  confequence  in  the  fevers 
of  Jamaica,  particularly  if  they  happened  at  an  early  period  ;  yet 
if  they  were  longer,  or  did  not  happen  till  after  a  long  continuance 
of  the  difeafe,  they  often  indicated  an  approaching  crifis.  On  the 
contrary,  where  the  paroxyfm  anticipati^d  twelve  or  fourteen  hours 
Rt  one  time,  there  was  always  fufpicion  of  danger,  at  whatever  pe- 
riod this  might  happen.  It  either  indicated  danger  and  malignity, 
or  a  difpofition  in  the  fever  to  change  to  a  continued  form.  An- 
ticipatir^  fevers  were  likewife  obferved  to  be  more  difpofed  to  ter- 
minate more  fpeedily,  than  thofe  which  fteadily  preferved  the  fame 
hour  of  return.  This  fe^ms  to  have  been  known  to  the  ancients. 
But  farther,  as  anticipating  types  arc  generally  a  fign  of  increafmg 
violence,  though  of  a  more  fpeedy  termination,  fo  the  poftponing 
of  the  pnroxySm,  has  ufually  been  allowed  to  indicate  a  difeafe, 
whofe  violence  has  begun  to  decline.  Such  is  the  common  obferva- 
,  tion,  nor  have  I  ever  found  it  to  be  otherwife  ;  unlefs  in  fome  cafes 
of  weaknefs  and  inpaired  fenfibilicy,  where  the  fatal  paroxyfm  did 
not  come  on  till  after  the  ufual  hour  of  attack.' 

In  different  countries  the  hour  of  attack  of  each  fpecies  is 
different  •,  and  it  is  not  eafy,  perhaps  it  is  not  very  ufeful,  to 
afcerl;ain  the  nature  of  the  fever  from  the  firfl:  paroxyfm.  The 
bilious  vomitings  we;;e  not,  according"  to  Dr,  Jackfon's  obfer- 
vations,  confmed  to  the  fingle  tertian,  though  they  fecm  to 
have  been  n-iove  commonly  confined  to  the  tertian  type.  They 
•are  almoil  peculiar  to  intcrmittents,  for  his  quotidians  were 
fcarcely  of  that  kind,  and  quartans  did  not  occur  to  him. 

The  cx'iftence  of  critical  days  in  fevers,  for  influence  would 
be  an  improper  term,  is  fupported  by  our  author's  obferva- 
tions.  The  days,  Vv'hich  appear  in  his  practice  to  have  been 
critical,  are  the  3d,  5th,  yth,  9th,  nth,  I3th5  17th;  the 
8th  day  fcemed  more  particularly  fatal.  In  this  account,  the 
periods  or  revolutions  of  the  fever  were  reckoned,  and  the 
types  Hmplified :  thus  every  revolution  of  a  tertian  was  reckon- 
ed as  4.8  hours,  though  often  completed  in  lefs,  while  the  cor-s 
refponding  paroxyfms  of  the  double  tertian  were  confidered  as 
the  fame  difeafe,  The  chief  variations  from  this  courfe  arofe 
from  anticipating  or  poftponing  paroxyfms,  where  the  fum  of 
the  anticipations  or  delays  amounted  to  24  hours  in  the  courfe 
of  the  difeafe.  In  the  double  tertian  too,  if  the  fecond  dif-^ 
eafe  terminated  the  fever,  it  would  appear  to  end  on  the  even 
davj  reckcnin or  from  the  flrft  tertian,  though  in  reality  on  ari 
pdd  day,  reckoning  from  the  fecond ,  «iud  the  contrary.     In 
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^general,  the  fever,  which  originates  in  a  relapfe,  or  is  dated 
Irom  a  remarkable  change  of  fymptoms,  runs  a  courfe  of  the 
fame  length  as  the  firll  fever  ;  i.nd  this  new^  courfe  is  often  re- 
peated, though  in  the  reckoning  we  are  not  to  cxpe£l:  the 
whole  repeated,  but  only  fo  much  of  the  difeafe  as  intervened 
between  the  two  changes.  The  revolutions  are  feptcnary,  and 
thefc,  occafionally  interfering  with  the  paroxyfms,  produce 
Sometimes  a  little  irregularity. 

Our  author  proceeds  to  the  hiflory  of  the  doctrine,  or  ob- 
fervations  of  critical  days,  and  gives  an  accurate  account  of 
the  fentiments  of  different  authors.  In  his  examination  of  Dr. 
CuUen's  doctrine,  he  feeins  to  have  committed  a  flight  error 
in  comparing  his  own  obfcrvations  on  intermittents,  or  remit- 
tents, with  the  profcfTor's  on  continued  fevers  :  *  fo  far  as  we 
have  been  able  to  obferve,  between  the  7th  and  the  14th  day, 
there  are  no  remarkable  critical  days,  except  a  fatal  termina- 
tion on  the  lOth  (in  confequence  probably,  as  our  author  has 
fuggeiled,  and  we  fliall  foon  notice,  of  the  paroxyfm  on  the 
9th)  may  be  confidered  as  fuch.'  If,  after  the  14th,  any  day 
deferves  to  be  ftyled  critical,  it  is  certainly  the  17th,  and,  in 
this,  the  intermittents  and  continued  fevers  concur.  The  fol- 
lowing obfe'rvations  will  explain  the  circumflances  which  may 
fometimes  occafion  the  variety. 

*  It  often  happened  that  the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  underwent 
a  material  change  on  the  fifth.  It  terminated  on  the  ninth,  or 
perhaps  only  put  on  a  new  appearance  on  the  ninth,  its  final  ter- 
mination, not  happening  till  after  another  period  of  five  d:.ys.  In 
the  fame  manner,  a  change  of  fymptoms  on  the  feventh,  was  fol- 
iovved  by  a  crifis  on  the  thirteenth  ;  or  if  the  change  of  fymptoms 
was  not  obferved  till  the  ninth,  the  crifis  probably  did  not  make 
its  appearance  till  the  feventeenth.  Such  change  of  fymptons  on 
the  odd  days,  (where  we  may  fee  with  propriety  enough,  that  one 
difeafe  was  accumulated  upon  another),  there  being  feldom  any 
previous  marks  of  crifis,  was  by  no  means  uncommon;  yet  it  hap- 
pened iHll  oftener,  that  the  paroxyfm  of  the  odd  day  declined  ; 
the  original  difeafe  terminated  imperfedly,  whilll  a  new  one  began 
the  day  following,  which  was  an  even  day.  By  fuch  accidents 
•the  order  of  the  days  of  crifis  was  changed.  And  from  the  lait 
mentioned  caufe  the  fourteenth,  as  a  fccond  feventh,  becomes  re- 
markable among  the  critical  periods  of  levers.  'I  his  idta  of  a 
fecond  feventh  occurred  to  me  many  years  ago,  and  long  before  I 
was  acquainted  with  the  opinions  of  Hippocrates  or  of  Galen.  It 
now  receives  information  from  the  teftimony  of  thefe  careful  ob- 
servers.* 

The  remarks,  v/hich  we  have  juft  now  hinted  at,  refpetSling 
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the  fatal  termination,  we  fhall  fubjoln.     We  think  them  very 
judicious  and  accurate. 

'  The  even  days  were  obferved  to  be  fatal  in  the  proportion  of 
three  to  one,  in  thofe  fevers,  which  came  under  my  care  during 
the  time  that  I  lived  in  Jamaica.  The  fa6l  which  is  curious  and 
hitherto,  I  believe,  unnoticed,  was  difcovered  in  the  following 
manner.  That  I  might  the  better  trace  the  progrefs  of  nature 
through  the  whole  courfe  of  the  fever,  a  fubjedl  which  then  en- 
groilfed  my  chief  attention,  I  vifited  often,  and  fpentmuch  of  my 
time  in  the  apartments  of  the  fick.  Among  other  things  1  €if- 
covered  the  manner  in  which  death  more  ufua-ly  approached.  The 
natural  courfe  of  the  paroxyfm  appeared  generally*to  be  finifhed^ 
or  the  adlion  of  the  febrile  caufe  feemed  actually  to  have  ceafed. 
The  lightning  before  death,  as  it  is  termed,  which  has  been  ge- 
geraliy  attributed  lo  tht  laft  efforts  of  dying  nature,  was  frequent- 
ly feen  to  take  place.  This  was  even  fometimes  fo  remarkable,  as 
to  give  flattering  hopes  of  a  favourable  crifis,  yet  in  a  fhort  fpacc 
of  time,  the  powers  of  life  begun  to  fail,  and  at  laft  were  gra- 
dually extinguifned,  like  an  expiring  taper.  The  crifis,  ilndly 
fpeaking,  happened  on  the  odd  days,  equaUy  the  fame  on  thofe 
who  died  as  in  thof<^  who  recovered  :  only  I  had  inaccurately  accuf- 
tomed  myfelf  to  refer  the  critical  period  to  that  moment  where 
the  iigns  of  crifis  were  firft  perceived  ;  in  the  other,  I  had  confi- 
dered  it  as  happening  at  the  hour  of  aftual  death.  Thus  it  was 
obferved  in  thofe  feiers  which  terminated  fatdly  on  the  even  days, 
that  the  powers  of  life,  though  irrecoverably  exhauiled,  were  not 
totally  extinguifhed  by  the  paroxyfui  of  the  odd  day.  This  pa- 
roxyfm, in  fhort,  feemed  to  decline"  after  the  ufual  duration.  It  left 
the  body  in  fome  meafure  free  from  difeafe  ;  but  fo  completely  de» 
ranged  in  the  vital  fundlions,  that  the  aftion  of  living,  though  it 
often  went  on  for  a  few  hours,  could  not  be  continued  long.  ■  In 
this  manner,  the  hour  of  death  was  frequently  protrafted  to  tht 
even  day  ;  yet  death  happened  fomciimes  on  the  even  days,  from 
another  caufe.  The  decline  of  the  paroxyfm,  which  in  many 
cafes  was  hardly  perceptible,  in  others  as  veiy  plain.  The  difeafe 
terminated;  but  a  new  one  recurring  after  a  fhort  interval,  fptedi- 
ly  put  a  period  to  exiftence.  In  the  mild  fever  of  Jamaica,  death 
ufually  approached  in  the  gradual  manner  I  have  juli  defcribed  ; 
yet  in  cafes  of  much  violence  and  malignity,  the  fatal  termination 
was  frequently  on  an  odd  day.  In  fuch  cafes  the  patient  died  in 
the  height  of  the  paroxyfm,  carried  off  by  convulfions,  apoplexy'^ 
or  other  accident.' 

On  the  general  caufes  of  fever  our  author  mention?  fom^ 
fjngular  fa^s  refpeiSling  the  unhealthinefs  of  peculiar  fitua- 
^ioi|5.     Marfhes,  regularly  or  frequently  overflowed  by  the 
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tea,  are  not,  he  tells  us,  unhealthy  v  or  at  leaft  not  the  caufe 
of  putrid  fevers.  The  fadl  is  certainly  true  :  we  have  known 
the  vicinity  of  marflies,  only  overflowed  at  fpring-tides,  far 
from  an  unhealthy  fituation.  The  habitual  expofure  to  other 
marfhes,  though  it  may  not  produce  fever,  feems  *  peculiarly 
unfriendly  to  the  principle  of  life.'  Dr.  Jackfon  Informs  us, 
that  in  the  lower  diftri£ts  of  Georgia,  in  America,  the  white 
females  feldom  live  beyond  the  age  of  forty,  the  males  feldom 
above  fifty;  but  Europeans,  who  had  arrived  at  manhood  be- 
fore they  ciame  there,  live  to  a  good  old  age.  Our  author  tells 
us  he  is  credibly  informed  that,  at  Peterfborough  in  Virginia, 
Aere  is  not  .a  fingle  inllance  of  a  perfon  born,  and  conftantly 
living  there,  who  reaches  his  twenty-firft  year.  He  faw  a  man 
in  his  twentieth  year,  fhown  as  an  inftance  of  advanced  age, 
who  was  verging,  from  decay,  without  any  particular  difeafe, 
to  the  grave.  In  the  encampment  of  armies,  he  advifes  th6 
pofition  to  be  chofen  at  a  diftance  from  marflies  ;  and,  if  pof- 
fible,  one  defended  from  the  exhalations  by  an  intervening 
bill  or  wood.  Where  the  winds  are  regular,  and  directed 
from  the  fpot,  we  fuppofe  it  will  anfwer  as  well.  The  ap- 
proach of  new  and  full  moon  feemed  decidedly,  from  our 
author's  obfervations,  to  have  fome  efFe£t  as  an  exciting 
caufe  of  fevers ;  and  to  Dr.  Jackfon's  very  candid  and  unt- 
prejudiced  obfervations  much  attention  is  due. 
'  The  proximate  caufe  of  fevers  is  next  confidered ;  but  the 
caufes  afligned  by  different  authors  are  only  noticed.  We  have 
already  given  a  few  hints  on  this  fubje6t  in  the  prefent  article: 
they  may  appear  in  fome  meafure  problematical,  and  we  de- 
fign  them  at  prefent  to  be  fo. 

The  defcription  of  the  fever  at  Jamaica  is  next  confidered : 
it  is  the  tertian  of  warm  climates,  occafionally  attended  with 
inflammatory,  nervous,  putrid,  or  bilious  fymptoms,  accord- 
ing to  the  time  of  the  year,  or  the  conftitution  of  the  patient. 
The  prognofis  in  thefe  fevers  confifls  alfo  of  detached  fa£ls, 
which  we  find  it  very  difficult  to  abridge  :  we  muft  notice  two 
or  three  of  the  moft  remarkable  circumftances.  Vomiting,  our 
author  obferves,  that  continued  during  the  remifl^ion,  was  gene- 
rally dangerous  :  when  it  abated  with  the  fever  it  was  of  little 
importance.  Emetics,  however,  often  rendered  it  continual. 
What  was  difcharged  furnifhed,  of  courfe,  fome  means  of 
judging  of  the  event.  The  vomiting  of  a  clear  and  ropy  li- 
quor, in  which  flakes  of  a  dark  coloured  mucus  were  found 
fvvimming,  was  a  dangerous  fymptom  ;  and  it  occurred  where 
the  remilfion  \vas  indifl:in£i,  and  the  fweats  partial  and  in- 
complete. Eruptions  about  the  mouth  are  generally  confider- 
ed as  critical,  and  indeed  arc  commoaly,  but  not  always  lo : 


we 


14^  jackfon^s  Trcdtifc  on  the  Fevers  of  Jamaica, 

we  do  not  reeolle<a  any  author  that  has  defcribed  the  kinds  (o 
4illin6lly  as  Dr.  Jackfon,  and  his  remarks  will  apply  in  a  great 
degree  to  this  climate.  An  eruption  about  the  corners  of  the 
inouth,  that  comes  out  freely,  after  about  th^  third  revolution, 
in  our  climate  after  about  the  fifth  day,  is  ufefuL  On  the 
contrary,  an  eruption  earlier,  efpecially  if  black,  in  hard 
tnobs,  or,  as' our  author  expreffes  it,  like  iron  burnt  blifters, 
and  which  makes  its  way  with  difficulty,  fliows  danger  and 
malignancy.  Coklnefs,  or .  cold  fweats,  our  author  did  not 
find  to  be  a  fatal  fymptom,  if  not  attended  with  a  ftri^urc  on 
the  fkin,  or  a  weak  tremulous  pulfe. 

The  difference  betv/een  a  crifis  and  a  fimple  remifiion  is  a 
fubje^t  of  much  more  importance  in  the  intermittents  of  warm 
climates,  than  in  the  continued  fevers  of  ours.  The  inter- 
niiffion  of  the  pulfe,  however  it  be  accounted  for,  was  one  of 
the  fymptoms  of  a  crifis.  The  particular  feeling  of  tlic  ikin, 
in  v/hich  there  was  an  equal  fmoothncfs,  and  a  total  ab fence 
of  fpafmodic  ilri£ture,  a  fenfation  in  its  different  degrees  well 
inown  to  every  practitioner,  was  one  of  the  beft  and  moft  fa- 
lutary  fymptoms. 

•  The  cure  of  the  Jamaica  fever  is  introduced  by  fome  here- 
tical opinions,  refpe£ling  the  vis  medicatrix  naturae.  Our  au- 
thor fuppofes  that  nature  never  cures  a  fever ;  that  the  c^mfe 
lofes  its  deleterious  power,  or  the  conftitution  is  habituated  to 
it,  and  the  ufual  inlluepce  is  no  longer  dangerous.  This  is  an 
opinion  which  a  careful  examination  of  appearances  will  fug- 
geil ;  and  we  have  formerly  obferved,  in  terms  lefs  ftrong  per- 
haps than  thofe  of  Dr.  Jackfon,  that  nature  is  blind  in  her  ef- 
forts, mifdirefts  often  her  powers,  and  requires  fometrmes  to 
]be  guided,  and  occafionally  to  be  fuperfeded  in  her  conduct. 
Our  difeafeSj  we  agree  with  our  prefent  author,  are  *  certain- 
ly not  removed  in  confequence  of  a  regular  dcfign  in  the  me- 
ehanifm  of  the  frame :'  in  fevers,  the  cure  is  effetlcd  often 
without  any  vifible  effort,  frequently  during  a  deliquium,  when 
tlie  functions  refume  their  healthy  regularity,  and  the  crifes 
are  very  often  the  figns  of  the  cure,  rather  than  the  caufes. 
In  all  this  there  is  much  good  fenfe  and  found  obfervation ; 
and  when  it  is  admitted  that,  after  the  obftruclions  are  re- 
moved, the  difeafe  may  be  left  to  nature,  it  ought  to  be  faid, 
remove  dangerous  congcflions,  and  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe 
%vill  foon  lofe  its  influence.  Our  author  is  accurate  in  another 
remark,  that  a  fever  once  formed  will  continue  to  run  its 
eourfe.  We  might  perhaps  have  excepted  the  tertian  of  Ja- 
maica, if  he  had  not  told  us,  that  he  did  not  find  the  bark 
fiop  it :  the  efteCls  of  this  remedy  were  cordial  and  tonic  on- 
Vfy  unlefs  given  in  dolv^.  that'  we  fljould  think  enormous— 
%  hiilf 
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half  an  ounce  every  other  hour.  By  large  and  early  dofcs  of 
bark,  the  fever,  in  one  inftance,  he  tells  us,  was  fufpended  ; 
but  the  patient  continued  weak  and  uneafy,  till  the  period  of 
the  expelled  crifis.  In  general,  he  feems  not  to  have  ufed  the 
bark  in  ihefe  very  large  dofes  in  the  Jamaica  tertian  anti- 
mony, whe7i  the  fever  was  formed^  feemed  equally  ufelefs  in 
{topping  it  'y  but,  when  given  early,  was  ufeful ;  would  at 
other  times  mitigate  a  paroxyfm,  or,  v/hen  given  near  the 
critical  period,  would  render  the  crifis  more  complete.  In 
the  Jamaica  fever,  when  inflammatory,  bleeding  was  premif- 
ed  j  and  a  gentle  vomit,  when  the  ftomach  was  loaded.  The 
principal  remedy  was  a  dilute  folution  of  falts,  with  a  little 
emetic  tartar,  and  fometimes  a  little  laudanum. 

•  A  powder  compofed  of  nitre,  camphire,  emetic  tartar,  and 
opium,  was  likewife  employed  with  fuccefs ;  but  the  liberal  ufe  of 
warm  bathing,  was  ftill  more  to  be  depended  upon.  No  perfon 
perhaps,  will  refufe  confent  to  the  method  of  proceeding,  which 
I  have  hitherto  recommended ;  but  when  I  mention  a  free  and 
bold  ufe  of  cold  bathing,  even  in  an  early  ftage  cf  this  fever,  I 
do  not  exped  the  fame  conceflion.  To  daih  cold  water  on  the 
head  and  (houlders  of  a  perfon  in  a  fever,  has  an  appearance  of 
rafhnefs  and  hazard.  I  can,  however,  produce  the  teftimony  of 
repeated  experience  for  the  fafety  of  the  pradice,  no  lefs  than  for 
its  fuccefs  in  procuring  remiffion  ;  and  Ihall  therefore  coniider  it  a 
duty  to  recommend  it  warmly  to  the  public.  Wherever  it  was  em- 
ployed, and  the  cafes  in  which  it  was  tried,  were  numerous,  a 
calm  and  equable  perfpiration,  additional  tone  and  vigour,  with 
great  abatement  of  irritability,  were  conllantly  obferved  to  en- 
fue.' 


'  Blifterlng  on  th§  contrary  even  at  an  early  period,  was  ge- 
nerally of  fervice;  as  alfo  were  opiates,  and  a  judicious  ufe  of  the 
warm  bath  ;  but  cold  bathing  with  falt-water,  was,  of  all  others 
the  remedy  of  the  moll  powerful  effed.  I  do  dot  pretend  to  fay, 
that  it  abfolutely  itopped  the  courfe  of  the  fever;  but  I  can  fay 
with  truth,  that  it  generally  reftored  the  dillinflion  of  paroxyfm 
and  remilfion,  diminifhed  irritability,  and  imparted  a  degree  of 
tone  and  vigour  to  the  fyftem,  which  was  juflly  confidered  as  a 
fign  of  fafety.' 

'  We  ought  always  to  bear  in  mind,  that  in  dangerous  and  dif- 
ficult cafes,  feeble  remedies  or  even  powerful  ones  timidly  ufed, 
are  of  little  avail.  Cold  bathing,  employed  with  timidity,  failed 
of  doing  good  in  fome  inilances.  I  met  with  no  example  where 
the  boldeft  ufe  of  it  did  harm.  It  was  feldom,  I  muft  again  re- 
peat, that  it  did  not  fucceed  in  obviating  irritability,  in  checking 
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he  putrefceat  tendency,  and  in  imparling  to  the  fyftem  that  degree 
|)f  toue  sn^  vlgoar  in  which  fafety  is  o'oferved  to  confift.' 

W^  perceive.,  T;hat  in  the  moll  maligna:ic  kind  of  the  Jar» 
niaica  rever^  our  author  gave  opiun),  in  quantity  fufficient  to 
produce  4  low  4e^ree  of  intoxication. 

"V7e  have  given  the  whole  of  our  author's  recommendation 
of  cold-bathing,  except  the  cafes  which  occur  in  the  notes. 
The  firfl  hint  he  feems  tQ  hrv^e  had  of  it  was  from  the  mailer 
of  a  {hip,  who  obferved,  that,  at  the  rjayanna,  feveral  of  the, 
?ren  who  had  fevers  jumped  oyerboard,  and  thofe  who  werp 
X)ot  drowped  were  found  to  be  greatly  reHeved.     Ij  is  men- 
tioned too,  he  adds,  by  Bufbequius  in  his  Iter.  Conftanrinop. 
Dr.  Jackfon  is  not  aware,  that  it  is  not  a  new  remedy  even  in 
Europe,     An  inftancc  of  its  good  effe6rs  occiir  in  Dr.  Wiliis' 
tra£l  de  Anima  Brutorum,  p.  '264,  where  he  ordered  it  in  a  vio- 
lent fever  attended  with  wild  delirium.  The  ancients,  nnd  feme 
moderns,  ufed  it  fince  that  time,  in  the  ardent  and  inflamma- 
tary  fevers  as  well  as  in  putrid  fevers.     In  the  latter  ;:  is  re- 
commended by  Galen,  mentioned  by  Ludwig,  and  what,  ap- 
pears nearer  our  author's  purpofe,  was  employed  by  De  Hahn 
in  the  Tritophasa  Wratiflavienfis  of  Sauvages.     In  Chardin's 
Travels,  that  author  defcribes  the  method  employed  in  curing 
his  own  fever,  which  confided  of  throwing  the  coldeft  water 
on  his  head,  neck,  thighs,  and  feet.    Cyrillus,  a  NeapoHtan 
phyfician,   dire£ls  his  patient  to  be  fprinkled  with  fnow. 
■    The  yellow  fever  of  the  Wefl  Ipdics  feems,  by  our  author-s 
4cfcription,  to  be  a  typhus,  aitended  with  gr^at  irritability 
^rid  praftration  of  ftrength.     It  is  almoft  peculiar  to  flrangers 
on  their  arrival  from  Europe ;  and  negroes,  who  come  from 
thence,  are  attacked  with  it,  though  when  brought  from  Africa 
^re  OPt  liable  to  the  difeafe.     Creoles  are  only  attacked  when 
they  have  left  their  native  country  for  fome  time,  and  return 
to  it,     T;he  fever  is  of  three  kinds;  the  firfl  is  of  a  rapid  pu^ 
trefa<^ive  tendency,  and  in  this  the  yellownefs  is  moft  fre- 
quenj: :  the  fecond  more  nearly  refembles  the  continued  ner- 
vous fever :  the  third  is  attended  with  great  irritation,  and  marks 
qf  infj^mrnatory  diathefis.     The  hiftory  follows,  and  every 
fyrnptorn*  together  with  the  dilTe^liop,  ihows  that  the  higheit 
degree  of  weaknefs,  relaxation,  and  putrefadlion,  prevail  in  the 
true  yellow  fever.     Bleeding  was  rather  a  preparatory  than 
an  efientijil  rernedy  5  yet  it  relieved  local  pain  and  head-ach. 
Blifters  to  the  epigaftric  region,  in  this  and  the  malignant  ter- 
tian of  Jamaica,  were  ufeful ;  ^but  the  chief  remedy,  which 
pur  ;vnthQr  trufts  to,  in  the  different  fpecies  of  yellow  fevev, 
ig  alternate  warm  and  cold  bathing.     The  vomiting,  he  tells 
^S|  has  fomctirnes  been  checked  by  plentiful  Uraughts  of  rum 

and 


yachjons  Treatife  on  the  Fevers  of^ainaicdi  t-|^ 

aiid  water.  In  the  third  fpecles,  there  Were  Vatious  fyAip'toms 
of  a  diflblved  ftate  of  the  blood  -,  and,  in  this,  Dr.  Jackfon 
allows  emetics  were  of  more  fervice  than  in  any  other  fpecie^ 
pf  Jamaica  fever. 

The  intermitting  fever  of  America  is  th^  ilext  bbje£^  bf  at- 
tention ;  and,  in  the  defeription  before  us,  it  appears  to  be  on- 
ly a  fmgle  tertian,  diftinguifhed  by  fymptoms  of  peculiar  vio*. 
lence.  The  firil  fymptoms  of  debility  were  often,  fo  flighty  fo 
tranfitory,  and  frequently  abfent,  that  they  deferve  hot,  in  Dti 
Jackfon's  opinion,  to  be  confidered  ^s  the  caufe  of  the  fubfe^ 
quent  phjeriomena.  Our  author  next  traces  the  peculiarities 
of  the  difeafe  in  the  different  provinces  where  he  obferved  it 
in  his  attendance  on  the  army.  We  need  only  remark  in  ge- 
iieral,  that  the  a£iive  campaign  in  the  winter  1780-81,  not- 
"witliilanding  want  of  covering,  expofure  to  the  weather^ 
damps,  and  wet  from  rain,  as  well  as  from  wading  rivers,  was 
remarkably  healthy.  Indeedi  change  of  place  was,  in  general^ 
Ufeful,  though  this  we  are  fortletimes  inclined  to  attribute  to 
removing  from  marfhy  fitiiations.  I3r.  Jackfon  rather  thinks 
the  exercife  of  geitation  was  of  fervice,  and  only  excludes  its 
utility  from  cafes  of  local  inflammation  and  delirium  :  in  his 
own  cafe,  which  was  a  bilious  fever,  feemingly  of  the  inter- 
mittent kind,  a  journey,  though  in  an  open  carriage  expofed 
to  rain,  feemed  greatly  to  relieve.  It  was  a  remedy  in  his  own 
way,  a  cold-bath,  and  it  produced  the  ufual  tonic  effect  of  the 
bath.  Among  the  fymptoms  of  peculiar  danger  are  mentioned 
a  fiuftled  face,  but  at  the  fame  time  dark  and  overcaft  5  or  a 
greafy  dulky  appearance,  with  a  look  of  fternnefs  and  defpond- 
tnce,  particularly  with  a  white  glutinous  covering  on  the 
tongue.  ^  ... 

The  remedies,  except  the  bark,  did  not  feem  to  do  much 
fervice.  Dr.  Jackfon  feie(9f:ed  thirty  men  affected  with  the 
fever  about  the  farrie  time :  to  ten  he  gave  repeated  emetics  \ 
to  ten  otliers  different  kinds  of  cathartics  ;  and  to  the  remain- 
ing ten,  no  medicine  at  all.  The  progtefs  was  nearly  the  fame 
in  each  clafs,  though  he  feems  to  think,  that  in  thofe  who  took 
t^e  cathartics,  the  paroxyfms  were  milder,  more  regular  and 
diflin£t.  The  operation  and  management  of  emetics  ^re,  iti 
our  author's  opinion,  miftaken.  They  arcj  he  remarks,  fbmg- 
timesof  ufe  to  leflen  inflammatory  diathefis,  (and  prepare  foif 
the  exhibition  of  bark  5  for  this  diathefis  and,  in  fome  conlll- 
tutione,  it  appears  only  in  a  hard  pulfe)  the  artery  does  not 
freely  expand ;  the  flcin  is  contraded,  and  the  perfpiratio^h 
not  free :  the  falutary  effeds  of  the  bark  in  the  cure  of  Intdt* 
miftents  are  confequently  prevented.  Dr.  Jackfon,  as  we  haVtS 
already  hinted,  gives  the  bark  in  large  dofes  j  and  when  if  \% 
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rejected  by  the  "ftomach,  or  paiTes  ofF  by  llool,  he  thinks  ttid 
fever  relieved  by  it,  with  the  fame  certainty  as  if  it  was  retain- 
ed. The  dofe  is,  however,  generally  kept  below  what  will  ex- 
cite vomiting.  The  bark  feems  to  act,  it  is  remarked,  by  fup- 
porting  the  tone,  and  giving  fome  degree  of  inflammatory  dia- 
thefis ;  fo  that  it  is  only  by  accident  a  fpecific  in  intermittents, 
becaufe  intermittents  are  moft  commonly  connedted  with  atony* 

'  It  is  univerfally  known,  that  the  powers  of  bark  feldom  fail 
in  the  cure  of  intermitting  fevers,  where  given  in  fufficient  quan- 
tity ;  yet  I  mult  a!fo  obfcrvc,  that  its  virtues  do  not  feem  to  ex- 
tend farther  than  to  a  temporary  fufpenfion  of  the  paroxyfnls. 
That  bark  does  not  eliminate  or  deflroy  the  ai^ual  caufe  of  the 
difeafe,  appears  plainly  from  this  fa£t,  that  relapfes  are  frequently 
the  confequence  of  thofe  circumftances  which  occafion  debility, 
or  which  counteract  the  efFedt  of  this  tonic  remedy.  To  which 
we  may  add,  that  though  relapfes  are  often  of  a  different  type  from 
the  original  fever ;  yet  as  they  generally  happen  on  an  even  day 
from  the  fupprelTion  of  the  paroxyfm,  there  can  be  little  room  to 
doubt  that  the  old  complaint  again  refumes  its  courfe,  though  it 
probably  in  the  meantime,  lofes  feveral  of  its  original  fymptoms. 
it  is  a  fa6l  likewife  which  we  ought  not  to  omit  mentioning,  but 
which  in  general  does  not  feem  to  be  much  attended  to,  that  fome 
periods  are  more  remarkable  for  the  relapfe  of  intermitting  fevers 
than  others.  I  obferved  before,  that  relapfes  almoft  conltantly 
happen  on  the  even  days,  and  now  add,  that  tJie  moit  remarkable 
of  thefe  days  are  the  fixth,  the  eighth,  twelfth,  fourteenth, 
twentieth,  twenty-fecond,  twenty-eighth,  and  thirtieth.  The  four- 
teenth, is  remarkable  for  relapfes  above  all  the  others.  Next  to 
it  we  may  rank  the  twelfth,  twentieth,  and  twenty-fecond  ;  unlefs 
in  times  of  very  prevailing  ficknefs,  where  the  lixth  and  eighth 
often  come  in  for  a  great  fhare.  If  we  take  pains  to  examine  the 
particular  circumftances  of  the  patient,  and  attend  to  the  nature 
and  degree  of  the  prevailing  epidemic,  we  may  often  be  enabled 
to  form  a  tolerable  conjedure  with  regard  to  the  moit  probable 
period  of  return.' 

The  Hcffians,  who  retain  their  prejudices  againft  the  bark, 
fuflered  feverely  from  the  tertian.  There  was  a  Heffian  re- 
giment which  loll  y  of  its  men :  fome  Briiifh  regiments  loll  -J, 
while  others,  fcrving  in  the  fame  place,  and  partaking  of  the 
fame  hardships,  are  faid  not  to  have  loft  -j-^. 

The  laft  part  of  this  work  is  a  reviev/  of  the  practice  of  phy- 
ficians  in  febrile  dlfeafes  from  the  days  of  Hippocrates.  If  our 
article  had  not  been  already  fo  far  extended,  we  might  have 
added  fome  obfervations  on  thefe  remarks  :  we  may  be  at  feafl 
allowed  to  fuggelt,  that  our  author  is  not  fulliciently  complai- 
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fant  to  Dr.  Sydenham,  nor  fufFicicntly  acquainted  witji  Dr: 
Stahl's  works,  to  form  an  accurate  opinion. 

The  Appendix  conlifts  of  judicious  remarks  on  the  manage- 
ment of  foldiers  in  hot  climates  :  they  relate  chiefly  to  nccci^ 
fary  exercife,  and  cautious  or  abileiwious  living.  Some  re- 
marks on  the  qualifications  of  regimental  furgeons,  and  on  the 
inutility  of  general  hofpitals,  deferve  attention. 

Such  is  nearly  the  work  before  us,  whicli  we  have  fufficient- 
ly  praifed  by  the  minute  examination  we  have  bellowed  on  it. 
On  fome  points  Dr.  Jackfon  differs  from  his  predeceffors  *,  in 
fome  we  think  that  we  perceive  the  too  great  influence  of  par* 
ticular  opinions :  we  have  neither  endeavoured  to  reconcile 
the  contending  parties,  nor  to  correft  the  fuppofed  error. 
Having  never  praclifed  in  hot  climates,  it  would  have  been  niflj 
and  unreafonable  to  have  interfered  on  either  fubje^l.  In  ge- 
neral, from  the  candour,  the  judgment,  and  ability  of  our 
author  in  thofe  points  where  we  are  better  able  to  judge, 
we  are  much  prepoflelTed  in  his  favour,  and  we  think  this 
work  one  of  the  moil  rational  and  moll  ufeful  medical  trea- 
tifes  on  the  fubject  tliat  we  have  feen  fuice  the  days  of  Cleg- 
horn  and  Senac. 

Jl  ncvj  'Tranflat'ion  ofifaiah\  zvitb  Notes  fupplementGry  to  thop 
of  Dr.  Loivtby  late  Bijhop  of  London^  and  containing  Rjc^ 
marks  on  many  Parts  of  his  'Tranflatian  mid  Notes.  By  a 
Layman,     ^vo,     ^s.     boards,     johnfon.      1790. 

TT  would  be  unfortunate  if  the  acknov/ledged  mxrit  of  any 
'*■  verflon  were  to  preclude  all  farther  examination  and  every 
future  enquiry ;  or  that  criticl-fm  (liould  be  ever  fo  far  OTer- 
awed  by  a  name,  however  refpediable,  as  to  feel  a  religious 
apprehenfion  when  (lie  again  approaches  a  work  once  illuitrated 
by  a  mafter's  hand.  On  a  fubjed:  fo  diiTicult  as  that  of  the 
ancient  prophecies,  the  misfortune  would  be  ilill  greater ;  for 
minute  anxious  enquiry,  frequent  reflexion,  an  attentive  exa- 
mination, and  a  carefiii  comparifoi},  are  particularly  requifitc 
in  afcertaining  the  meaning  of  many  ditferent  paiTages-  On- 
th^fe  accounts  we  have  followed  the  *  Layman*  with  fome  care 
In  his  attempt  fanftos  recludere  fontes,  atque  haurire ;  and 
though  we  difl^er  from  him  often  in  his  principles,  and  fre- 
quently in  his  interpretations,  we  can  chearfully  praiie  his  di- 
ligence, his  acutenefs,  his  learning,  and  his  induilrv. 

This  tranfiation  is  not  wholly  new:  fome  parts  of  it 
were  publifhed  in  the  firft  and  third  Nuaibers  of  the  firih 
volume  of  *  Commentaries  and  Ei^ays.'  They  were  noticed 
with  rcfped:  in  ouriviith  volume,  p.  481,  and  in  curxLirid 
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Toluipc,  p.  424.  As  the  whole,  however,  now  appears  ta* 
gether,  we  muft  take  a  larger  fcope,  for  the  former  tran- 
ilation  only  included  the  twelve  firft  chapters  of  Ifaiah ;  chap- 
ter lii.  13,  and  liii.  12. 

After  a  compliment,  perhaps  too  fliort,  and  apparently 
forced,  to  the  former  very  refpetlable  tranilator  of  this  fublimc 
and  animated  prophet,  the  Layman  mentions  fome  of  the  rea- 
fons  which  induced  him  agaiii  to  tranflate  the  whole  of  Ifaiah: 
we  fay  fome  of  the  reafons,  for  it  will  be  foon  evident  that  he 
does  not  afllgn  all.  Thofe  paflages,  which  are  cited  in  the 
New  Teftament,  from  the  prophet,  it  is  remarked,  are  cflen- 
tially  different  from  Dr.  Lowth's  tranflation.  An  inftance  of 
the  difTimilarity  is  in  Romans  xv.  21,  where  it  is  intended  to 
cite  the  two  laft  fentencesof  the  fifty-fecond  chapter  of  Ifaiah : 
but  if  the  bifhop's 

'  Vcrfion  be  juft,  the  original  conveys  a  very  different  meaning 
from  the  citation.  In  hke  manner  three  fentences  of  Ifaiah  liii.  8. 
are  undcrftood  to  be  cited  in  Adls  viii.  33  ;  but  two  of  thefe  fen- 
tences in  the  bifliop's  vcrfion  are  totally  different  from  the  citation. 
He  hath  not  attempted  in  e'ther  of  thefe  cafes  to  reconcile  the 
difference  or  to  account  for  ir.  It  appears  to  me  in  the  higheil 
degree  probable,  that  in  both  there  was  a  perfedl  agreement  be- 
tween the  original  and  the  citation  ;  and  that  the  difference  waw 
cccafioned  by  the  corruption  of  the  original,  ei'her  by  accident  or 
defign.  I  may  add,  that  if  the  two  firH  fentences  of  Ifaiah  liii.  4. 
which  are  cited  in  Matt.  viii.  17.  as  being  fulfilled  in  the  cures 
performed  by  our  Saviour  on  certain  difeafed  perfons,  be  rightly 
tranflated  by  the  bifhop,  they  are  ftrangely  mifapplied  *  by  the 
cvangelift  :  but  the  miflake  is  certainly  in  the  tranflation,  and  not 
in  the  application.  Several  other  examples  of  the  fame  kind  will 
be  obferved  by  every  attentive  reader.* 

Thefe  are  obje£lions  that  have  been  often  made  and  anfwer- 
ed.  In  almofl  every  inftance,  where  the  Old  Teftament  is 
quoted,  it  is  from  the  LXX,  a  text  in  general  correal:,  but  fome- 

*  •  See  Bifhop  Pearce's  Commentary  on  St.  Matthew.  This  learned  writer, 
merely  on  account  of  the  fuppofed  mijapplicai'ion  of  the  prophecy,  conjediires,  that  Matt, 
viii.  17.  may  be  an  interpolation.  Dr.  Sykes  in  his  Eflays  on  the  Truth  of  the 
Chriilian  Religion,  p.  232,  233.  and  edit,  takes  another  method,  and,  prefum- 
ing  the  Englifh  verlion  to  be  right,  afiirms  it  to  be  "  certain,  that  the  words 
cited  Matt  viii.  16,  17.  are  nothing  but  mere  accommodation  of  the  phrafe  of 
Ifaiah  to  the  prefent  occafion  :— becaufe,  faith  he,  we  find  them  appHed  by  St. 
Peter  in  his  i  Ep.  chap.  ii.  24,  to  a  quite  different  purpofe,viz.  to  Jefus's  bearing 
our  fins  upon  the  crofs."  Evt  the  reafon  here  given  by  this  learned  writer  is 
founded  in  railtake.  St.  Peter  doth  not  fo  apply  the  words  of  Ifaiah  liii.  4;  but 
certainly  cites  Ifaiah  li-ii.  la.  where  the  words  of  the  LXX  are  avrot  afxa^riai 
^^o^X(w»  avn^tyKt :  and  the  apcdle  may  perhaps  allude  to  Ifaiah  liii.  6.  The  word 
«/tA«§Ti«?  now  found  m  Ifaiah  liii.  4.  inftead  of  aa-Qeniai;,  in  the  verfion  of  the 
LXX,  is  a  ^reat  corruption  -See  Dr.  Kecnicott's  Diff.  Gen.  Sedl.  79.  and  i^y 
tiotc' 
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times  erroneous,  and  that  part  which  contains  Ifalah  is  cer- 
tainly not  preferved  with  cure,  if  it  was  originally  rendered 
with  accuracy.     Wc  may  eafily  fuppofe,  either  that  it  was  in 
thefe  initances  erroneous ;  that  the  apoflle  wrote  from  recol 
le6tion ;  or  that  he  preferred  the  allufive  to  the  more  dire<i^ 
meaning.     In  the  lirll  pyaffiige,  the  latter  fuppofition  was  moll 
probable;  for,  when  the  apollle  of  the  Gentiles  was  profefling 
that  he  had  not  taught  the  name  of  Chrift  where  it  had  been 
heard  before,  he  certainly  caught  at  an  authority  that,  in  no 
copy,  was  applicable  in  a  direct  view.  In  the  fecond  inftance, 
St.  Luke,  perhaps  defignedly,  quoted  the  tranOation  of  the 
Seventy,      rsveav,    undoubtedly    means    generation-^    perhaps 
more  li:r*6t:ly  lineage^  and  fometimes  pojlerity.     If  it  were  of 
confequence  we  (liould  change,  in  this  pafTage  at  leafl,  our  au- 
thor's verfion.     But,  however  the  verfe  may  be  rendered  from 
the  LXX.  is  of  little  importance  to  this  part  of  the  queflion,  for 
the  Greek  text  is  far  from  being  immaculate:  it  appears  to  be 
clear  and  correct  in  the  prefent  inftance-,  but,  if  other  munufcripts 
differ,  we  fee  not  what  fhould  have  precluded  bifnop  Lowth 
from  following  what  was,  in  his  judgmest,  the  moll  accurate. 
Other  reafons  for  this  new  attempt  are  perhaps  of  more  im- 
portance :  the  numerous  and  valuable  readings  coilefted  by 
De  Rolh  have  greatly  contributed  to  our  knowledge  of  the  fa^ 
cred  writings ;  and  this  refource,  as   it  was  pofterior   to  the 
publication  of  Dr.  Lowth,  has  in  fome  degree  corre£ted,  and 
cccafionally  elucidated,  different  pafl^iges.     The  Remarks  on 
If?.iah,  though  referred  to  by  Dr.  Kennicott  in  his  *  Remarks 
and  Obfervations  on  Sele6l  PafTages  in  the   Old  Teflament,* 
have  not  appeared  among  his  pofthumous  remains :  they  were 
probably  in  too  crude  and  undigefted   a  Hate  for  publication. 
The  trandation,  publifhed  in  the  *  Commentaries  and  ElVays/ 
was  divided,  like  bifhop  Lowth's,  into  hsemiflics,  when  they 
were  not  manifeflly  profe.     At  prefent  they  are  printed  with- 
out a  division,  for  there  is  great  uncertainty,  our  author  thinks, 
in  the  breaks  \  and,  at  laft,  the  tranflation  is  not  made  poetry 
by  this  arrangement.     In  thofe  parts  more  ftriclly  poetical,  it 
might  Hill,  perhaps,  have  been  proper  to  adopt  the  divifions, 
and  a  more  animated   language:  where  the  parallelifms  alfo 
are  obvioufly  intended,  they  are  inforced  by  a  diviflon  ;  and 
the  tranflation  would  have  acquired  greater  fpirit  and  variety 
by  this  means.     In  general  the  profe  is  more  fuitable. 

If  any  one  has  compared  the  paflages,  which  we  have  al- 
ready cited,  with  bifhop  Lowth's,  and  the  common  tranfla- 
tion. he  will  probably  have  fufpedled  other  motives  befides 
thefe  which  are  mentioned  for  the  prefent  undertaking.  There 
are  a  few  pafTages,  like  the  laft  words  of  Ifaiah  liii.  8,  where 
a  flight  alteration  makes  a  real  difference  in  the  fenfe.  It  was 
Crit.  Rkv.  N.  Ar.  (III.)  Jug,  1791.  M         no: 
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iitft  probably  from  verbal  criticifm  that  the  bifhop  tranllatecl — 
'  For  the  wickcdneis  of  my  people  •,'  and  the  Layman  — 
*  'Thyough  the  vvickednefs  of  my  people  was  he  fmitten  to 
death/  The  tranflation  of  TrarGavof,  or  rather  the  preference 
of  viav\u  is  a  fimilar  inftance ;  but  this  fubje6t  we  fhall  again 
refume. 

As  we  have  given  fpecimens  of  the  former  parts  of  the  tran- 
ilation,  in  our  review  of  the  Commentaries  and  ElTays,  we 
fliall  fcle£l  one  from  what  is  now  firfh  pubUfhed  \  and  we  fhall 
prefer  the  fourteenth  chapter,  as  it  is  a  fublimc  and  animated 
prophecy,  aiid  our  readers  may  compare  our  author's  notes 
with  thofe  of  the  bifliop,  as  it  is  fele61:ed  among  the  fpeci- 
mens of  his  tranflation  in  our  review  of  Dr.  Lowth's  work, 
vol.  XL VII.  p.  37.     We  fliall  quote  only  from  the  4th  verfe. 

**  Hew  hath  ihc  oppreflbr  ccafed  !  the  tyrant  ceafed  !  Jehovah 
hath  broken  the  Uaff  of  the  wicked,  the  fceptre  of  the  rulers.  He 
who  fni'ote  the  people's  in  fury,  with  a  (Iroke  unremitted ;  he  who 
ruled  ilie  nations  in  anger  is  perfecuted,  and  no  one  hindereth. 
The  whole  earth  is  at  reit,  is  quiet  ;  they  buift  forth  into  a  joy- 
ful fnout.  Even  the  fii-tre?s  rejoice  over  thee,  the  cedars  of  Le- 
banon :  Since  thou  art  fallen,  no  feller  hath  come  up  againft 
us. 

*  H.ides  from  beneath  is  moved  becauTe  of  thee,  to  meet  thee 
at  thy  coming  :  he  roufeth  for  thee  the  mighty  dead,  all  the  great 
chiefs  of  the  earth  ;  he  m;ike'.h  to  rife  from  their  thrones  all  the 
kings  of  ihe  naiions.  All  of  them  a;cort  thee,  and  fay  to  thee  ; 
**  Art  thou,  even  thou  too,  become  weak  as  wc  ?  Art  thou  made 
like  to  us  ?  IS  tnen  thy  pride  brought  down  to  Hades ;  the  fou-^d 
of  thy  fprightly  initruments  ?  Is  the  vermin  become  thy  couch,  and 
the  earth-worm  thy  covering  ?" 

*  How  art  thou  fallen  from  heaven,  O  Lucifer,  fon  of  the 
morning  1  art"  cut  down  to  the  earth,  thou  who  fubduedll  the  na- 
tions !  yet  thou  faidll  in  thy  heart :  "  I  will  afcend  the  heavens  ; 
ybove  the  (lars  of  God  I  v/;ll  exalt  my  throne  ;  I  will  feat  myfelf 
upon  a  lofty  mountain  in  th:;  extremities  of  the  north  ;  I  will  af- 
«;end  above  the  heights  of  the  clouds  ;  I  will  be  like  to  the  moll 
hi.^h."     But  thou  art  gone  down  to  Hades,  to  the  fides  of  the  pit. 

*  They  who  fee  thee  fiiall  look  attentively  at  theej  they  fhall 
well  confider  thee:  '*  Is  this  the  man  who  made  the  earth  to 
tremble  ;  who  fliook  the  kingdoms ;  who  made  the  world  a  defert ; 
who  dellroyed  the  cities  ;  who  never  difmifTed  his  captives  to  their 
own  home  ?  A.11  the  kings  of  the  nations  lie  down  in  glory,  each 
in  his  own  fcpulchre  :  but  thou  art  call  out  on  the  mountains,  as 
being  a  corpfe  deteited  ;  cioathed  with  the  flain,  with  the  pierced 
by  the  fword,  with  them  who  go  down  to  the  ftones  of  the  pit. 
Thou  ihalt  not  be  joined  to  them  in  burial  ;  becaufe  thou  haft  de- 
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ftroyed  thy  country,   thnu  haft  flain  thy  people.   The  feed  of  evil- 
<loers  Ihall  never  be  renowned.'* 

*  Prepare  ye  flaiighter  for  his  children  for  the  iniquity  of  their 
father,  left  they  rife  and  poffefs  the  earth  ;  and  fill  the  face  of  the 
world  with  warriors.  For  I  will  arife  again  ft  them,  faith  Jehovah, 
God  of  Hofts  ;  and  I  will  cut  off  from  Babylon  the  name  and  rem- 
nant, the  fon  and  pofteriry,  faith  Jihovah  :  and  I  will  make  it 
an  inheritance  for  the  porcupine  and  pools  of  water  ;  and  1  will 
plunge  it  in  the  miry  gulph  of  deftrudtion,  faith  Jehovah,  God 
of  Hofts." 

*  Jehovah,  God  of  Hofts,  hath  fworn,  faying;  fu-ely  as  I 
have  devifed,  fo  it  fliall  be :  and  as  I  have  purpofed,  the  thing- 
ftiall  ftand  ;  to  crufti  the  AfTyrian  in  my  land,  and  to  trample  him 
on  my  mountains.  Then  his  yoke  ftiall  depart  from  them  ;  and 
his  burden  ftiall  be  removed  from  their  flioulders.  This  is  the 
purpofe  which  is  purpofed  on  the  whole  earth  ;  and  this  the  hand 
which  is  ftretched  out  over  all  the  nations  :  for  Jehovah,  God 
of  hofts  hath  purpofed  ;  and  who  fliall  annul  it  ?  And  his  hand  is 
ftretched  out;  and  who  ftiall  turn  it  back  ?' 

The  Layman,  in  oppofition  to  Dr.  Lowtb's  opinions  refpe£l- 
ing  this  ode,  mentioned  in  p.  39  of  the  volume  of  our  Journal 
jult  referred  to,  tells  us  that  Mr.  Jjickfon,  in  his  Chronology, 
has  clearly  proved  that  the  king  of  Babylon  was  not  flain  by 
Cyrus  at  the  taking  of  the  city  ;  and  that  the  only  king  of  Ba- 
bylon, flain  by  him,  was  Nerigliflar,  over  whom  he  obtained 
a  complete  victory,  in  the  year  before  Chrill  554,  that  is,  17 
or  1 8  years  before  the  taking  of  the  city. 

*  But  if  this  account  be  true,  (adds  our  author  in  the  notes)  it 
will  be  aik«d, — is  it  polTible  to  underftand  the  thirteenth  and  four- 
teenth chapters  of  Ifaiah  in  confiftency  with  it  ?  I  anfwer,  that  the 
above  mentioned  reading  in  the  LXX  aftbrds  a  complete  folution 
of  the  difficulty  ;  and  in  confequence  of  it  the  prophet  is  to  be  un- 
derilood  in  the  following  manner.  Having  in  the  thirteenth  chap- 
ter and  the  two  firft  verfes  of  the  fourteenth  foretold  in  the  moft 
exprefs  manner,  and  in  the  moft  beautiful  language,  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  Babylonian  empire  and  the  delivery  of  the  Jews  from 
flavery,  he  proceeds  to  inform  them,  that  in  that  day  in  which 
God  ftiould  give  them /ome  reft  by  the  defeat  and  death  of  the  king 
of  Babylon,  in  a  great  and  bloody  battle,  they  ftiotild  exult  over 
him  in  the  elegant  ode  which  he  immediately  fubjoins.  His  mean- 
ing is  not,  as  the  biftiop  underftands  him,  that  immediately  upon 
the  deftrudion  of  Babylon  his  countrymen  fhould  fo  exult;  bat 
that  many  years  before  that  event  God  in  his  goodnefs  to  them 
would  caufe  the  rigour  of  their  flavery  to  be  conftderably  abated. 
If  we  adopt  this  interpretation  the  prophecy  and  the  hiftory  will 
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be  pcrfjaiy  confiftent :  but  if,  with  bifhop  Lowth  and  others,  we 
underftand  the  prophet  as  informing  his  countrymen  that  they 
fliould  pronounce  the  ode  when  God  ihould  have  given  them  com- 
plete reft  by  the  dertruftion  of  Babylon,  and  the  defeat  and  death 
of  the  king,  the  prophecy  and  the  hiftory  will  be  contradiftory  the 
one  to  the  other,  and  abfolutely  irreconcileable.  I  will  only  add, 
that  this  interpretation  is  llrongly  confirmed  by  the  ode  itfelf,  in 
which  is  contained  a  clear  prophecy  of  the  complete  deftruc- 
tion  of  Babylon,  which  could  not  be  introduced  with  propriety  in- 
to an  ode  not  to  be  pronounced  till  that  prophecy  (hould  be  in  a 
great  degree  accompliflied.* 

With  thefe  views  he  fliows,  with  feme  probability,  that  the 
word  rtOn,  tranflated  by  the  LXX.  uvairccvan^  means  only 
fliail  procure  fomc  reft,  and  not  be  wholly  refcued.  We  fliall 
add  the  following  notes. 

*  4. — The  tyrant  ceafed. — ]  Our  verfion  is,  the  golden  city 
ceafedy  and  bilhop  Lowth's,  the  exaSlrefs  of  gold  ceafed  i  but  it  is 
manifell  that  the  LXX  found  a  different  reading,  which  they  ren- 
der xa»  a.vaitiitoi,vron  0  sTrtaTTif^ani?,  and  the  context  fecms  to  require 
an  expreffion  fynonymous  10  the  preceding,  ii  being  an  ode  of  ex- 
ultation over  the  king,  and  not  over  the  city.     See  De  Roffi. 

'  13. — upon  a  lofty  moaniain  — ]  I  follow  the  LXX,  who 
had  a  reading  different  from  the  prelent  Hebrew.  The  words  of 
our  verfion,  ujicn  ihe  mount  of  the  congre^a/ion,  and  alfo  of  bifhop 
Lo\<'th*s  upon  the  mount  of  the  divine  prefnee,  fuit  not  the  cha- 
raftcr  of  the  fuppofed  fpeaker,  the  king  Of  Babylon. 

*  15. — to  the  fides  of  the  pit — ]      See  r  Harmer  197,  198. 

•  19. — on  the  mountains — ]  The  verfion  of  the  LXX,  tvrm 
cpiakv,  which  I  follow,  affords  the  beft  fenfe ;  for  thefe  feems  to 
be  no  propriety  in  faying  of  a  corpfe,  which  had  not  been  laid  in 
a  grave,  that  it  had  been  caff  out  of  its  grave,  or,  as  bifhop  Lowth 
bath  it,  the  grave. 

•  Ibid. — as  being  a  corpfe — ]  LXX,  w?  ^wgof.  They  found 
n^DD  here,  and  not  at  the  end  of  the  verfe ;  and  in  this  place 
the  word  is  very  proper.  Inftead  of  this  word  at  the  end,  they 
found  a  fimilar  word,  *7JJ^3  ;  and  their  verfion  of  the  end  of  this 
verfe  and  the  beginning  of  the  next,  feems  to  be  preferable  to  the 
prefent  reading  of  the  Hebrew.  It  is  thus ;  "  As  a  garment  pol- 
luted with  blood  is  impure,  fo  likewife  thou  fhalt  be  deemed  im- 
pure ;  becaufe,  &c." —  It  may  be  farther  obferved  in  favour  of 
the  Greek  verfion,  that  D]^{»J,  ^ith  them,  in  the  prefent  Hebrew, 
is  fimilar  to  HJiX*  ^^^^>  ^oi-^nd  by  the  LXX,  and  that  the  word 
here  rendered  by  them  vr£f  y^iCAtvov  they  have  rendered  in  the  fame 
manner  in  Ezek.  xvi.  6.  22.  where  it  is  joined  with  CD1*1»  iJoitb 
Hood,  as  it  is  in  liaiah  in  their  verfion. 

*  21-^with 
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c  21 — with  wan icrs.—*-]  LXX,  To^e,:*^,;,  or,  according  to  fome  co- 
pies, woXijuiwy.  This  laft  feems  to  be  the  true  fenfe.  The  common 
tranflation,  ivith  citiesy  which  the  bifhop  follows,  is  liable  to  ereatob- 
jeftions.  Biihop  Coverdale  hath  cajiels  and  tounes  ;  but  the  verfions  of 
1574  and  1599  \\d.vQ  enemies.  See  Syr.  Chald.  and  Arab.  Men  who 
employ  their  power  and  influence  in  adorning  and  enriching  the  worli 
with  cities,  for  the  accommodation  of  their  fpecies,  are  juftly  deno- 
minated benefadlors  of  mankind  ;  but  thofe  who  raife  and  fupport 
large  armie?,  and  ufe  them  only  for  purpcfes  of  ambition  and  ty- 
ranny, ought  to  be  viewed  in  a  different  light,  and  are,  in  Milton's  ' 
words,  **  Dellroyers  rightlier  called  and  plagues  ©f  men."  P.  L. 
xi.  697. 

*  22. — the  Ton  and  pofterlty.]     See   1   Jackfon,  409.  LXX, 

*  24 — 27.  Mr.  Jackfon  (i.  323,  324.)  underftands  the  de- 
ftruftion  of  Senacherib's  army,  which  is  related  in  j  Kings  xb\ 
20,  &c.  2  Chron.  xxxii.  21.  and  Ifaiah  xxxvii.  21,  &c.  to  be 
here  foretold ;  and  biihop  Lowth  in  his  note  faith,  *'  That  the 
circumftance  of  this  judgment's  being  to  be  executed  on  God*s 
mountains  is  of  importance ;  and  that  it  may  mean  the  deftrndlion 
of  Senacherib's  army  near  Jerufalem.'*  If  this  opinion  be  right, 
this  pafTage  ought  not  to  be  confidered,  as  it  is  by  the  biihop,  as 
part  of  the  ode  contained  in  this  chapter;  but  as  a  diftind  pro- 
phecy. It  is  fo  confidered  by  the  LXX,  who  thus  introduce  it, 
Ta^£  Xiyn  Ku^tec  As  the  defeat  of  Senacherib's  army  happened  in 
the  year  before  Chrift  712,  it  is  manifeft  that  a  prophecy  of  this 
event  could  not  be  inferted  in  an  ode  of  triumph  in  the  death  or 
Nerigliffar,  which  happened  158  years  afterwards,  or  on  the  con- 
queft  of  Babylon,  which  happened  17  years  after  his  death.  See 
I  Jackfon,  324,  402,  427,  430.* 

Thefe  notes  fuggeft  numerous  remarks ;  but  we  can  only 
fele6t  a  few,  which  appear  moft  important.  The  firfl  relates 
to  the  fourth  verfe,  which,  on  recurring  to  the  Septuagint, 
appears  to  be  rendered  a  little  unwarrantably — the  words 
jiui  amriirccxjron  0  uirxnuvy-3ixt  certainly muchnearef  to  Dr  Lowth's 
tranflation,  the  golden  exa^rcjs,  than  to  either  of  the  ge- 
neral words  tyrant  or  opprejfor.  Literally,  perhaps,  it  Ihould 
have  been  the  importunate  exatlor^  if  it  had  not  been  joined 
to  a  feminine  verb.  The  Hebrew  word  is  one  of  the  a.rral, 
^tyofjLtvoc,  and  feerningly  derived  from  theArabic  verb  l.-*Jl6cj 
to  take  away.  Our  author  is  not  aware  of  a  very  ingenious 
remark  of  an  able  critic,  '  that  the  H,  which  ought  to  have 
been  added  to  the  following  word  ^n*T.t3,  was,  probably,  by 
the  error  of  the  tranfcriber,  added  to  the  HDl^  :  on  the  con- 
trary, that  the  H  was  added  to  it  in  the  end,  which  ftiould  not 
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have  been  there,  unlefs  it  was  confidered  as  thepangogic  He.* 
Dr.  Lowth  has,  however,  tranflated  it  as  a  feminine,  which 
the  Septnagint  does  not  countenance,  and  the  Layman  relies 
a  Httle  too  implicitly  on  that  verfion,  and  attributes  a  degree 
of  infallibility  to  it,  which  we  Ihould  not  have  fufped:ed  in  a 
good  Proteftant.  The  remark  and  corre£lion,  jufl  quoted, 
we  ovni  appears  to  us  not  only  a  happy,  but  a  judicious  emen- 
dation, for  it  removes,  in  a  great  meafure,  the  difiiculty  which 
deforms  Dr.  Lowth's  verfion.  The  other  term  swio-Tr&v^tar*!?, 
is  alfo  rendered  by  a  word  far  from  appropriated  or  characler- 
iftic :  perhaps  taJk-mafUr  would  come  nearer  to  the  general 
meaning.     iTrtcTTrofJai^a;,  is  literally,  to  urge  or  bajlen  on. 

A  flight  remark  occurs  to  us  on  the  term  *  feller,'  which  at 
firft  fcemcd  an  errontous  interpretation,  for  if  the  tree  had 
been  once  felled^  this  obfervation  would  fcarcely  have  been 
fuitable.  On  recurring  to  the  original,  we  perceive  the  word 
to  be  tj^,  which  is  ufed  fubftantively  for  fummits. 

Our  author's  tranflation  of  the  latter  part  of  the  third  verfe 
appears  fingularly  accurate  and  comprehenfive.  It  is  indeed 
improbable  that  the  king  of  Babylon,  after  having  boafted  that 
he  will  exalt  his  throne  above  the  liars  of  God,  fliould  by  a 
wonderful  anticlimax,  fix  on  the  little  Hill  of  Sion,  fituated 
not  indeed  in  tlie  northern,  but  the  fouthern  part  of  Palicfline. 
The  exprefTion  alfo  is  emphatical,  and  fignifies  literally  the 
^  Jidesy  the  extremities  of  the  North.  The  remark  of  Doeder- 
lin  is  ingenious,  and  deferves  to  be  mentioned.  He  thinks 
*  the  mountain  of  convent ion^  at  the  extremities  of  the  North,' 
which  our  author  has  rendered  by  the  lefs  appropriated  term 
of  lofty  mountain,  means  the  northern  pole,  becaufe  from  this 
place,  as  from  a  center,  all  the  (lavs  and  planets  feem  to  be 
connedlcd,  literally  to  have  convened.  He  quotes  alfo  Job 
ix.  9,  where  the  words  n"]n  ^D'D,  in  our  tranflation  called 
tho./  Chambers  of  the  South,'  are  rendered  Penetralia  Auflri, 
as  Arclurus,  Orion,  &:c.  hide  themfelves  there  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  year. 

But  wc  Ihall  extend  our  article  too  far ;  and  we  fhall  only 
add,  that  as  our  author  is  an  admirer  of  the  Septuagint,  it  is 
furprifing  that  he  (houid  not  have  added  the  latter  end  of  the 
J 9th  and  the  beginning  of  the  20th,  as  they  occur  there,  to  his 
own  verfion. 

As  the  Layman  has  changed  his  opinion  refpe6ling  the  word 
•?raf65>or,  we  ought  in  juftice  to  tranfcribe  his  reafons. 

*  Vii.  14' — the  young  woman — It  is  matter  of  great  debate  whe- 
ther the  word  PIDSv  ^^^^  been  rightly  underftoodto  fignify  a  vir- 
gin :  and  as  it  is  certain,  that  the  authors  of  the  Greek  verfion  of 
Ifaiah,  called  the  verfion  cf  the  LXX,  who  were  Jews,  and  whp 
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miJe  their  verficm  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  years  before  the 
birth  of  Chrilt,  rendered  the  word  found  by  thern  in  the  Hebrew 
j»  7r«^6«>o?,  the  'virgin^  and  as  St.  Matthew  appears  to  cite  the  ver- 
fion  giucn  by  them,  I  tbrmjriy  thought  th.it  we  niight  be  fatisficd, 
that  the  word  n^bj^  properly  fignifies  a  virgin,  or  that  when  they 
made  tlieir  verfiv">n,the  word  in  the  original  was  nSlD^n  ^"'^  ^'^^ 
nD^yn  >  ^^^  for:ner  word  being  ufed  much  oftener  in  that  fenfe, 
tiian  the  latter,  and  J*^^"!]^^  being  the  word  found  in  the  Syriacver- 
fion  of  Matthew  i.  23.  i^ut  as  the  latter  word  is  found  in  all 
the  MSS.  is  fupponed  by  authorities  much  more  ancient  than,  any 
Hebrew  MSS.  now  extant,  and  is  tranflated  r,  nanc,  /he  young  ouo- 
man,  hy  Aquiia,  Theodotion  and  Symmachus,  it  is  more  probable 
that  the  prefent  reading  is  right,  and  that  the  tranflation  of  the 
LXX  is  wrong.  Is  the  prophet  on  this  fuppofidon  to  be  under- 
Hoed  as  foretelling  the  promifed  Mefliah  ?  In  anfwer  to  this  quef- 
tien,  I  mull  fay  that,  in  my  opinion  he  is  fo  to  be  underilocd. 
Th's  chapter  is  manifeftly  connefted  with  the  next  chapter,  andal- 
fo  the  beginning  of  the  ninth,  which  muH  neceflarily,  I  think,  be 
underliood  in  that  light.  The  prophet  is  here  foretelling,  in  the 
firfl:  place  by  the  immediate  diredion,  and  indeed  in  the  words  of 
God  himfelf,  that  though  an  alarming  confpiracy  hiid  been  form- 
ed againll  the  family  of  David,  which  at  that  time  could  not  be 
numerous,  Aihaiiah  having  attempted  about  one  hundred  and  for- 
ty years  before  to  extirpate  the  family,  and  having  nearly  fucceed- 
ed  in  the  attempt,  (2  Kings  xi.  i.  2  Chron.  xxii.  10.  and  Jofeph. 
Antiq.  lib.  ix.  c.  7.  §  i)  yet  that  the  deliverer,  who  had  been 
promifed  to  arife  from  that  family,  would  moll  alTuredly  in  due 
time  be  born.' 

Yet,  if  the  latter  part  of  this  reafoning  be  admitted,  we  fee 
little  real  force  in  the  verbal  criticifm.  We  fliall  confider  it 
in  that  view  only.  It  has  been  remarked,  and  we  believe  by 
one  of  our  own  countrymen,  in  his  obfcrvations  on  the  differ- 
ent cnanners  of  quotation  in  the  New  Teftament,  that  when 
a  paflage  in  the  Old  Teftament  is  alluded  to  only,  the  pecu- 
liarly emphatical  words,  n**,  oTrti?,  &c.  are  ufually  omitted. 
The  paflage,  however,  of  St.  Matthew,  which  fpeaks  of  this 
prophecy,  is  peculiarlypointed,  i.  22. —  ovto  '^o\ov  yiyoviv" iva,  ttA*;- 
^w6ii  T6  h^lv.  This  emphatical  ftyle  is  omitted,  when  the  words 
are  allufive  only.  We  may  remark,  however,  tliat  a  German 
author,  who  did  not  deferve  fo  rigorous  a  puniihment  for  his 
heterodoxy  as  he  experienced,  wrote  a  treatife  to  fliow  that 
the  paffage  in  St.  Matthew  only  alluded  to  the  prophecy  as  a 
fimilar  event ;  nor  is  it  to  be  known,  but  from  the  context  of 
the  prophecies,  and  collating  them  carefully  with  the  New 
Teflament,  whether  any  event  is  really  the  fulfillment  of  a 
prophecy,  or  a  comparative  allufion.     With  refpedi  to  the 
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Y  articular  arguments  of  our  author  in  the  prefent  cafe,  wc 
think  they  are  by  no  means  valid,  in  oppofition  to  a  reading  fo 
little  varied  in  a  very  confiderable  number  of  manufcripts; 
and,  as  we  have  already  faid,  the  alteration  feems  not  to  have 
been  fo  much  the  elFed  of  a  philological^  as  of  a  theological 
change  of  opinion. 

This  double  fenfe  of  a  prophecy,  a  fubje6t  which  our  author 
feems  to  elude  in  his  notes  on  If.  vii.  i6,  he  fpeaks  of  in  the 
notes  on  the  xlth  chapter.  The  bifhop,  after  having  explain- 
ed the  more  diredl:  and  literal  meaning  of  this  chapter,  goes 
on: 

'  Yet  obvious  and  plain,  faith  he,  as  I  think  this  literal  fenfe 
is,  we  have  neverthelefsthe  irrefragable  authority  of  John  the  Bap- 
tifl,  and  of  our  bleffed  Saviour  himfelf,  as  recorded  by  all  the 
evangelifts,  for  explaining  this  exordium  of  the  prophecy  of  xKi 
opening  of  the  gofpel  by  the  preaching  of  John,  and  of  the 
introducing  of  the  kingdom  of  MeiTiah  ;  who  was  to  eiFeft  a  much 
greater  deliverance  of  the  people  of  God,  Gentiles  as  well  as 
Jews,  from  the  captivity  of  iin  and  the  dominion  of  death.  And 
tliis  wc  (hall  find  to  be  the  cafe  in  many  fubfecuent  parts  alfo  of 
this  prophecy,  where  paflages  manifcftly  relating  to  the  deliverance 
of  the  Jewifh  nation,  effeded  by  Cyrus,  are  with  good  reafon  and 
upon  undoubted  authority  to  be  underllood  of  the  redemption 
wrought  for  mankind  by  Chrift. 

*  This  notion  of  a  double  fenfe  of  prophecy  feems  to  me  to  be 
an  hypothecs  invented  without  neceflity  and  fupported  by  no  good 
arguments.  It  is  undoubted  that  in  the  fubfcquent  part  of  Ifaiah's 
prophecies  he  foretells  many  circumflances  relating  to  the  MeiTiah 
and  his  kingdom,  and  alfo  the  return  of  the  Jews  from  the  Baby- 
lonifli  captivity  ;  but  why  may  not  thefe  prophecies  be  diftindt  and 
independent  ?  what  necefTity  is  there  for  fuppofing  that  the  redemp- 
tion from  Babylon,  which  is  clearly  foretold,  is  employed  as  an 
image  to  Ihadow  out  a  redemption  of  an  infinitely  higher  and  more 
important  nature  ?  and  as  we  have  the  irrefragable  authority  of 
John  the  Buptift,  and  of  cur  bkfTed  Saviour  himfelf,  for  explain- 
ing the  exordium  of  the  prophecy  of  the  opening  of  the  gofpel 
by  the  preaching  of  John,  and  of  the  introducing  of  the  kingdom 
of  the  Mefiiah  :  why  fhould  we  not  be  fatisfied  that  the  exor- 
dium of  the  prophecy  hath  no  other  objefl  than  thefe  ? 

*  The  beginning  of  this  chapter  is,  as  Mr.  JeiFery  in  his^Re- 
v:ew,  p.  127.  obferves,  an  affarance  from  the  prophet,  that'"al-»^ 
though  the  Jewifh  people  had  updergone,  arid  would  fltU  un|f|r-\ 
go,  various  calamities,  yet  that  God  in  fome  future  time  ^Mtd, 
giacioufly  interpofe  in  their  behalf;  and  the  prophet  pla^eth  him-  , 
fclf,  as  it  were,  at  the  time,  and   having  given  diredlion  xp  r^e  t^ 
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priefts  by  the  command  of  God  to  comfort  his  people,  he  repre- 
lents  himfelf  as  hearing  the  voice  of  one  proclaiming  the  imme- 
diate interpofition  of  God  hy  the  coming  of  the  Meffiah.  By 
thus  confidering  ?he  prov)hei  as  prefent  at  many  events  which  he 
foretells,  great  light  is  thrown  on  many  of  his  predidlions  ;  and 
t'lefe  prediciions  taken  in  connedlion  witli  the  coricfponding  events 
are,  I  think,  the  figns  of  the  times,  to  which  our  Saviour  more 
particularly  alludes  Matt.  xvi.  5.' 

We  fee  not,  however,  that  our  author's  opinions  can  be 
eftablifhed,  without  deftroyin^T  the  credit  of  almoil  all  prophe- 
cies ;  for  many  of  them,  uttered  on  particular  occafions,  muft 
have  a  prefent  literal  meaning,  as  well  as  a  diftant  typical  one, 
or  the  diftant  meaning  would  no  longer  be  remembered. 

We  have  now  given  fufficient  fpecimens  of  this  tranflation : 
they  are  fpecimens  too  of  the  Layman's  judgment  and  abili- 
ties. On  the  whole,  we  are  much  pleafed  with  this  verfion. 
If  we  except  a  little  too  ftrong  attachment  to  the  Septuagint, 
and  a  few  peculiar  theological  opinions,  which  are  feldom 
confpicuous  but  to  the  more  exaft,  critical  eye,  this  work 
may  be  faid  fully  to  anfwer  the  expectations  formerly  en- 
tertained of  it,  and  to  be  judicious,  correct,  comprehenfive, 
and  often  elegant. 

Hijlorical  Review  of  the  AdmimfiraUon  of  Mr,  Necker,  written 
by  himjclf.  Tranfated  from  the  French.  (Concluded  from 
Vol  IL  New  Arrang.  p.  8.^ 

TT  is  not  owing  to  a  barrennefs  of  mind,  to  a  want  of  attention 
'*'  to  the  gradual  developement  of  the  late  unparalleled  revolu- 
tion, that  fome  perfons  have  traced  the  events  from  one  caufe.  M. 
Necker  treats  with  an  indignation  that  we  can  eafily  account 
for,  the  obfervation,  that  *  the  doubling  the  number  of  the  tiers 
etat  has  been  the  caufe  of  all.'  It  is  not  true  that  this  has  occa- 
fioned  the  revolution :  the  mifcondu6t  of  the  king  and  of  his 
minifters,  particularly  of  our  author,  is  confpicuous  in  numer- 
ous inftances  *,  but  it  is  one  of  thofe  great  and  original  caufes, 
which  is  almoft  alone  fufficient  to  have  produced  it,  and  whofe 
numerous  confequences  fcarcely  any  prudence  could  have  pre- 
vented, any  judgment  or  fpirit  oppofed.  It  is  true  that  fyf- 
tems  and  theories,  *  thofe  idols  of  the  underftanding,*  or  vi- 
fions  of  the  fancy,  had  the  firft  homage ;  there  was  an  un- 
known power  that  directed  the  whole  j  there  was  a  fpirit  that 
pervaded  the  nation,  and  gave  it  an  energy  and  an  unity  of  de- 
sign, by  fimplifying  the  objed :  all  thefe  would  have  undoubt- 
edly 
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cdly  in  the  end  expanded,  and  the  fubje6l  of  their  meditations 
would  have  been,  in  time,  embodied.     This  M.  Neckcr  has 
iince  fcen,  and  admits  in  this  work.     What  then  accelerated 
the  birth  ?     The   confcioufnefs  of  pofielling  power  by  the 
numbers,  which  could  only  be  counteracted  by  the  union  of 
two  other  orders,  an   union  that  jealoufv  would  weaken,  en- 
thufiafm  diffipate,  or  a  love  of  popularity  break  afunder :  in 
ihort,  an  union  that  could  never  be  either  efficient  or  lafting* 
When  therefore  this  fpirit  liad  ilalked  beyond  its  confmes,  the 
numbers  of  the  tiers  etat  gave  it  a  mifchievous  energy,  and  at 
once  haltened  the  cxplofion.     If  therefore,  as  M.  Necker  al- 
ledges,  it  ihows  a  barrennefs  of  mind  to  trace  the  revolution 
to  this  caufe,  it  {hows  a  weaknefs  in  him  not  to  have  adverted 
to  it.     In  reality,  his  mind  was  never  comprehenfive  enough 
to  have  one  fyltcm  ;  and  that  which  he  has  fince  adopted,  will 
not  juftify  his  meafures  during  any  one  given  period.     The 
obje£i  to  be  attained  was,  he  tells  us,  every  degree  of  free- 
dom, that,  in  a  great  monarchy,  can  be  made  confident  with 
the  maintenance  of  public  order ;  every  conceffion  in  favour 
of  the  people,  that  can  be  recoiLciled  with  juflice. — But  to  re- 
turn to  the  order  of  the  narrative. 

The  tumults  at  V'erfailles,  on  the  5th  of  Oclober,  render^ 
cd  a  rcfolution  immediately  neccflary,    either  to  yield  to  the 
florm,  or  to  oppofc   it.     The   king,  who  during  the    whole 
contelt  fecms  never  to  have  known  how  to  grant  with  grace, 
or  refufe  with  dignity,  yielded,  in  this  inftance,  and  went  to 
Paris.  M.  Necker,  who  claims  whatever  merit  may  be  due  to 
this  Hep,  gives  the  reafons  which  influenced  him  in  the  advice 
he  gave.     They  indeed  appear  judicious  ;  nor  ought  we  to  ar- 
raign them  from  a  view  of  fubfequent  events.     The  principal 
Tcafons  were,  that  ttic  king  was  without  money;  at  that  time 
witiiout  knowing  in  whom  to  repofe  a  confidence  ;  the  nation 
threatened  with  himine ;  and  every  place  equally  dangerous 
with  Paris  :  to  withdraw  from  the  kingdom  was  not,  for  a  mo- 
ment, in  contemplation,  as  the  exigencies  were  not  then  fuf- 
ficiently  great  to-judify  fuch  a  meafure  ;  and  every  attempt  at 
refiftance  would  have   undoubtedly   brought  on  a  civil  war. 
After  the  removal,  the  ]niniiler  confelTes  his  embarraffment ; 
and  that,  for  a  time,  every  meafure  was  dictated  with  a  view- 
to  the  perfonal  fafety  of  the  king.     This  fyfbem  of  unre- 
trained   concelTion    was    continued  from  habit;    more  pro- 
bably from  apprehenfion.     Our  author  feems  to  blame 'this 
plan,  and  to  coniider  it  as  a  preferable  mode  of  conduct  even 
to  have  exercifed   tlie  fufpenfive  veto ;  but,  in  this  cafe,  we 
h^ive  no  diihculty  of  diflinguifhing  the  preference  of  oppofition 
as  an  after-thougiit  even  from  the  expreflion.     The  language 
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of  the  king,  on  the  4th  of  February,  was  uncommonly  humble; 
and  this  leads  M.  Necker  from  his  fancied  refoIutit)n,  to  com- 
plain of  the  indifference  with  which  he  has  been  treated,  and 
the  ingratitude  of  the  new  government.  The  aflembly  have 
attended  to  this  difcourfe ;  they  have  rendered  the  executive 
power  permanent ;  but  they  have  neglected  the  implied  mean- 
ing, and  have  only  given  the  monarch  leave  to  be  the  executor 
of  their  power,  and  the  organ  of  their  wills.  Let  us  feledl 
our  author's  reprefentation  from  a  fublequent  part  of  the  Re- 
view. 

*  The  afTembly,  however,  far  from  purfuing  the  path  which 
thefe  reflexions  point  out,  have  ftripped  the  chief  of  the  empire  of 
all  the  attributes  which  tended  to  fupport  the  idea  of  his  elevated 
ftation,  and  have  at  the  fame  time  deprived  him  of  every  thing 
which  conftitutes  moral  dominion,  the  only  dominion  that  invai-i- 
ably  commands  refpeft  and  captivates  obedience.  They  have  left 
the  king  no  influence  either  io  ecclefiaftical  preferments,  or  in  the 
choice  of  judges,  or  magifl:rates  of  the  police,  or  municipal  offi- 
cers, or  governors  of  the  departments  and  jiftridts,  or  commanders 
of  the  national  guard,  or  the  new  fuperintendants  of  public  or- 
der, a  train  band  that  is  to  fupply  the  place  of  MarechaufTee  ;  in 
ihort,  all  army  and  navy  pronjotions  are  fubjecled  to  almofl:  inva- 
riable rules  ;  and,  as  if  it  were  too  great  an  indulgence  to  have  re- 
ftored  to  the  king  the  power  of  financial  appointments,  they  have 
obliged  him  to  accept  new  diredlors  of  the  pofls  from  the  farmers 
general  at  prefent  in  office;  and  this  minute  reftridlion  has  been 
fixed  by  a  legillative  decree.  It  is  certainly  poflible  that  nomina- 
tions to  oflices  might  in  general  be  equally  judicious,  were  all  in- 
fluence on  the  part  of  government  fuperfeded  :  but  a  king  who  has 
nothing  to  confer,  is  obeyed  merely  by  courtefy.  This  is  not  all: 
they  have  not  left  the  monarch  the  right  cf  beflowing  the  leafl  en- 
couragement, the  fmalleil  gratuity,  without  the  preliminary  con- 
sent of  the  national  afTembly  ;  and  the  reporter  of  the  committee 
of  pcnfions,  who,  under  the  infpedion  of  the  aflfembly,  which  mull 
neccfl'arily  be  rapid,  has  at  this  moment  the  regulation  of  the  whole 
lifl,  has  more  of  the  neceflTary  requifltes  to  be  king  of  France  than 
the  defcendant  of  Hugh  Capet.  As  the  laft  extindion  of  every 
fpecies  of  influence  on  the  part  of  the  chief  of  the  nation,  and  as 
the  laft  privation,  a  privation  the  moft  painful  perhaps  of  all  to  the 
king's  feelings,  the  national  afTembly  has  reserved  to  itfelf  alone 
the  diflribution  of  fuch  reliefs  as  temporary  calamities  or  the  mif- 
fortunes  of  individuals  fo  often  render  necelTary.* 


♦  There  remains  with  the  king  the  choice  of  his  minifters;  but 
this  choice  is  precarious,  fmce  it  depends  on  the  difpofition  of  the 
clubs  ^nd  cofTee-houfes  of  Paris,  and  particularly  on  the  will  of 
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thofe  who  influence  this  difpoiition.  In  the  midfl  even  of  his 
council  the  monarch  has  no  decifive  power,  fince  all  the  chiefs  of 
the  departments  may  refufe  to  obey  his  will,  alleging  as  an  excufe 
for  their  refiftance  the  fevere  refponfibility  that  is  impofedon  them. 
In  fhort,  in  the  very  city  where  he  reiides,  in  the  palace  which  he 
inhabits,  he  is  without  authority ;  his  fafety  depends  on  the  or- 
ders that  are  given  by  the  municipal  officers ;  he  has  no  influence 
in  any  regulations,  any  precautions  of  police ;  and  defcending  by 
degrees  to  the  laft  ftep  of  power,  if  he  were  to  afk  for  a  puppet- 
Iho'v  to  amufe  the  dauphin,  he  would  want  the  protedion  of  the 
mayor  of  Paris. 

*  No  kingdom  ever  prefentcd  fo  complete  a  piflure  of  the  total 
annihilation  of  royal  authority.  The  king  of  France,  or  of  the 
French,  is  nothing  more  than  a  fecretary  of  the  commands  of  the 
national  affembly,  and  an  official  ferjeant  of  its  will ;  and  it  is  a 
cruel  mockery  to  boaft,  as  is  daily  done,  of  the  exaltation  of  his 
glory  and  the  additional  luftre  of  his  throne.* 

M.  Necker  proceeds  to  defend  himfelf  againft  feme  other 
objeftions  to  his  conduft ;  and  he  is  moft  fuccefsful  in  his  de- 
fence of  the  imputation  that  he  neglefted  the  powerful  engine 
oi  corruption.  It  is  unfortunate  that  he  fhould  have  alledged 
the  difficulty  or  impoffibility  of  the  attempt,  as  it  takes  a  little 
from  the  virtue  of  the  motive.  The  remarks  on  the  corruption 
adopted,  and  tacitly  allowed,  in  England,  are  judicious;  and 
we  quote  them  with  greater  readinefs,  as  the  di(lin6lion  is 
often  overlooked  by  our  own  patriots.  The  conclufion  of  the 
paffage  is  alfo  fmgularly  happy. 

*  Wherever  leglflation  is  confided  to  a  reprefentative  body,  pub- 
lic opinion  aftuates  this  body  more  or  \tU  ;  and  government  can- 
not by  any  means  induce  it  to  depart  from  a  certain  degree  of 
circumfpeftion.  England  affords  a  proof  of  this  truth.  The  mi- 
nifter  not  only  has  the  diilribution  of  numerous  places,  but  is  open- 
ly tolerated  in  employing  this  mode  of  gaining  a  party  in  his  fa- 
vour in  parliament.  Yet  his  afcendancy  never  could  extend  itfelf 
beyond  queftions  of  adminiflration.  Whatever  aifeded  the  con- 
ftitution,  whatever  infringed  on  the  fanduary  of  liberty,  was  in- 
capable of  every  fpecies  of  influence.  It  may  be  faid  that  the  li- 
mits of  corruption  have  been  defcribed  and  traced,  and  that  all 
attempts  to  extend  thofe  Hmits  are  vain. 

*  If  fuch  in  England  be  the  confines  of  minifterial  power  over 
the  houfe  of  commons,  it  may  well  be  conceived  that,  at  prefent, 
the  fame  kind  of  influence  muft  be  much  lefs  in  France.  All  is 
patriotic  ardour  at  the  beginning  of  a  revolution  ;  all  is  love  of, 
all  is  enthufiafm  for  freedom,  while  men  continue  to  recoiled  ages 
of  flavery.    It  is  the  moment  of  the  birth  of  thought  and  fenfibi- 
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lity,  and  no  boundaries  having  been  yet  affigned  them  by  the  au- 
thority oi  experience,  each  in  his  delirium  runs  into  extremes  with- 
out any  guide.* 

It  has  been  faid,  probably  with  more  propriety,  that  means 
(hould  have  been  ufed  to  influence  eledions.  M.  Necker  tru- 
ly alledges,  that  the  temper  of  the  people  was  not  known  ; 
they  were  new  in  the  political  world,  formed  by  circumflances, 
and  put  in  motion  by  the  impetuous  breath  of  opinion.  The 
objectors  might  reply,  that  their  difpofition  fliould  have  been 
known  -,  and  a  better  reafon  might  have  been  given,  viz.  that 
the  circumflances  were  then  very  different.  The  people,  mo- 
derate in  their  views,  and  humble  in  their  defigns,  looked  up 
to  the  affembly  only  for  a  redrefs  of  grievances  :  their  inftruc- 
tions  fpoke  this  language,  and  there  was  no  reafon  to  fuppofe 
that  they  would  have  been  difobeyed.  The  indignant  fpirit, 
however,  burft  its  cearments  ;  the  mind  threw  off  all  former 
fetters ;  and,  to  be  wholly  unembarrafTed,  deflroyed  wholly, 
that  they  might  again  build  their  edifice  more  commodious, 
though  lefs  fplendid  *,  attra£l:ive  rather  from  its  philofophical 
proportions  than  for  its  ornaments. 

The  objeftors  who  impute  to  M.  Necker,  that  though  cor- 
ruption were  avoided,  the  energy  of  the  royal  authority  fhould 
have  been  employed  to  keep  the  innovators  in  awe,  are  more 
unreafonable  than  the  others.  The  anfwer  is  obvious ;  that  the 
moment  when  fuch  a  meafure  might  have  been  employed  was 
the  period  when  it  was  impradlicable.  The  attack  of  the  pa- 
triots on  the  royal  authority,  and  the  defertion  of  the  army, 
were  fimultaneous.  ' 

Others  have  remarked,  that  the  minifler  did  not  endeavour 
to  gain  the  good  opinion  of  men  of  the  firfl  influence  in  the 
affembly.  But  M.  Necker  had  forfeited  their  confidence  j  they 
knew  him  to  be  without  a  fyftem,  and  without  a  plan,  though 
ready  to  be  hoflile,  if  they  once  avowed  what  was  in  their  con- 
templation. Our  author  objects  to  the  eagernefs  with  which 
they  feized  every  thing  •,  the  little  fatisfaction  they  (bowed  at 
obtaining  concellions,  the  obvious  appearances  that  they  confi- 
dered  as  a  right,  what  was  intended  as  a  favour.  We  need 
not  be  furprifed  at  this  :  they  knew  it  to  be  their  right,  at  leafl 
if  that  word  can  be  allowed  to  what  they  might  fuccefsfully 
feize. 

The  objection  of  the  union  of  the  orders,  and  the  delibera- 
tions carried  on  in  one  chamber,  leads  our  author  into  more 
€Xtenfive  difcufTions.  M.  Necker  obferves,  with  more  than 
ufual  penetration,  that  this  plan  was  erroneous,  if  their  ob- 
3e£t  was  the  fecurity  of  freedom,  *  fince  to  judge  from  events, 
the  rapidity  of  tegiflative  determinations  may  otherwife  prove 
iJAngerous  to  freedom  itfelf/ 

'  A  luc- 
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*  A  memorable  circumftance  feems  to  give  additional  force  to 
tMs  refledlion.  It  is  the  adoption  of  two  houfes  or  divifions  by  the 
American  nation,  a  nation  that  has  founded  its  liberty  far  from 
the  tumult  of  Europe,  and  by  reading,  like  ourfelves,  the  hiftory 
of  the  world  and  the  annals  of  the  human  heart.  In  the  mean 
time,  how  much  more  dangerous  is  it  in  a  country  like  France, 
that  the  whole  power  of  Icgiflation  fhould  veft  in  a  fingle  houfe, 
and  depend  on  a  fingle  vote;  a  country  where  the  ficklenefs  of 
the  national  charader  renders  caution  fo  necefTary  in  the  legifla- 
tor  ;  a  country  infinitely  populous,  nnd  where  al!  the  inhr.bitants, 
allied  to  each  other  by  a  common  feeling,  can  be  a6luated  by  one 
and  the  fame  impuLc  ;  a  country  where  the  unavoidable  mixture 
of  enormous  luxury  and  the  extremeil  poverty,  will  ever  keep  alive 
the  defire  of  a  change  of  firuaticn  ;  a  country  that  is  not,  like 
America,  devoted  fnlely  to  agriculture,  but  svhere  a  confiderable 
portion  of  the  inhabitants,  employed  in  manufadlures  and  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  rich,  are  found  in  crowds  in  the  midll  of  our  corrupt- 
cities  ;  a  country  where  morality  and  a  religious  fpirit  are  on  the 
decline,  and  no  longer  afford  an  adequate  barrier  to  the  wild  fal- 
lies  of  the  paffions ;  a  country,  in  (hort,  where  an  habitual  inter - 
courfc  with  other  nations  can  the  more  readily  produce  events  fii- 
vourable  to  revolutions !  Such  a  country  requires  a  legiflative 
body  whofe  (leps  are  regular  and  circumfpe6l,  and  that  never  de- 
ceives itfelf ;  that  tak^s  care  to  be  always  refpedled,  and  of  con- 
fcquence  always  obeyed.  It  requires  it  the  more,  becaufe  the  low- 
ell  clafs  of  the  people  have  been  called  into  adion,  and  we  have 
given  them  opinions  without  being  able  to  give  them  knowledge. 
For  this  reafon  we  are  obliged  to  prefent  to  them  always  the  fame 
idea,  the  fame  profped,  and  we  are  no  longer  at  liberty  to  make 
the  changes  which  wifdom  dictates,  and  circumftanccs  frequently 
render  neceflary.' 

Various  other  remarks  of  confequence  on  this  fubje£l  aje 
added ;  and  it  is  not  one  of  the  lealt  important,  that  the  af- 
fembly,  confined  to  one  chainber,  is  the  government  itfelf. 
If  it  be  intended  to  adl:  with  proper  caution  and  circumfpec- 
tion  -,  if  properly  and  regularly  balanced  ;  if  guarded  fronx 
the  influence  of  popular  phrenzy,  muft  be  additional  power 
given  to  the  king.  An  objection  which  our  author  makes  to 
the  French  conftitution  appears  a  ferious  one.  In  the  confti- 
tution  of  the  different  autlioritics,  he  remarks,  there  is  this  fin- 
gular  inconfiftency,  that  the  mofl  extenfive  in  their  fphere  of 
adion  will  be  the  weakeft  in  enforcing  obedience. 

*  The  adminiftrators  of  the  department,  in  defending  the  rights 
or  opinions  of  their  conftituents,  will  have  a  very  confiderable 
power  of  oppofmg  the  decifions  of  the  national  affembly  j  but  they 
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will  have  very  little  power  over  the  adminiftrators  of  the  diftrids, 
who  will  fpeak  ia  the  name  of  perfons  immediately  intcrcftcd,  in 
the  midft  of  whom  they  rcfide,  and  who  will  be  united  by  the 
fympathy  of  opinion. 

*  The  fame  obfervation  is  more  llrikingly  applicable  to  all  the 
orders  which  the  diftrids  will  have  to  give  to  the  municipalities  of 
the  chief  towns ;  for  thefe  municipalities  are  compcfed  of  mea 
equal  to  the  adminiftrators  of  dillrids,  and  frequently  fuperior  to 
them  in  kuowh^dge,  education,  and  fortune  :  prompted  therefore 
by  fclf-Iove,  which  is  the  ordinary  effcd  of  thefe  advantages,  they 
will  not  be  eafily  dircdcd  by  their  equals  the  diilrifts  ;  they  v^-ill 
be  able  to  oppofe  them  whenever  they  pleafe,  their  ideas  being 
more  enlightened,  more  founded  on  the  particular  circumftances 
of  the  town  whofe  intcreft  they  fup 'rintendcd  ;  and,  fupported  hy 
the  approbation  of  their  fellow  citizens,  they  will  fcon  arrive  at 
the  confcioufnefs  of  tlieir  power. 

*  In  fine,  thefe  municipal  otiicers  whofe  fundlions  continue  only 
fov  two  years,  and  who  have  not  time  enough  to  derive  confidera- 
tion  from  the  importance  of  their  duties;  thefe  temporary  magi- 
Urates,  whofe  principal  objed  it  will  be  to  fecure  their  re-elpdion, 
and  the  fphere  of  whofe  authority  relates  to  their  own  eledors^ 
eledors  with  arms  in  their  hands,  and  decorated  with  the  appel- 
lation of  national  guards,  cannot  reafonably  be  expeded  to  main- 
tain a  fufficient  reverence  and  decorup.>,  with  no  other  means  for 
that  purpofe  than  a  gold  button  or  a  fcaif.  I  can  more  readily 
conceive  of  the  fubordination  in  the  lower  order,  that  is,  the  fub- 
ordination  of  the  people  to  the  national  guards;  although  even 
this  is  not  (i^q  from  difficulty  :  coniident  in  their  numbers  it  may 
be  that  they  will  not  attend  very  accurately  to  the  fubtle  diftinc- 
tion  of  adive  and  non-av-iive  citizens  ;  it  may  be  that  they  will 
fufped  that  the  fyftem  of  equality  ought  to  be  lefs  rigid  in  its  li- 
.rnits,  and  may  prove  fufficiently  un.nanageable  in  circumilances 
where  their  interelb  excite  them  to  refi fiance.' 

M.  Necker  confiders  alfo,  with  great  force  and  propriety,  the 
ftate  in  which  the  king  is  placed,  as  well  as  the  inefficient  and 
humiliating  conduft  which  he  muil  adopt  in  the  execution  of 
the  power  which  belongs  to  the  chief  magiftrate.  If,  at  any 
future  tirne,  having  felt  the  inconvenience  of  the  lofs  which 
they  have  occafioned,  they  ihould  wif^  to  reftore  this  power, 
they  cannot,  he  fays,  again  bring  back  the  refpe<£l  which  habit 
and  opinion  have  produced.  It  muftbe  done  by  fear  and  terror  ; 
and  it  would  have  '  one  fbriking  character  of  greatnefs  •,  for, 
like  the  creation  of  the  world,  it  w^ould  rife  out  of  chaos.' 
The  brilliancy  of  the  conclufion  may  llrike  the  fancy  of  French- 
men ;  but  the  force  of  the  argument  will,  at  leaft  at  prefent, 
have  little  influence.     From  the  deftrudion  of  this  power, 

public 


l68  Review  of  the  Admhiijlration  of  M.  Necker. 

public  order,  will,  he  thinks  with  fome  reafon,  be  in  danger  : 
the  new  regulations  are  calculated  to  favour  the  defpotifm  of 
the  intermediary  corps,  for  the  members  of  the  aflenibly  de- 
pend too  much  on  them  to  excite  fear,  and  from  the  numer- 
ous objefts  before  them,  the  mifcondu61:  of  the  conftituents 
can  feldom  be  noticed.  The  force  of  this  obfervation  is,  how- 
ever, lelTenedby  fome  late  decrees;  and,  with  thofe  modifica- 
tions and  amendments,  which  M.  Necker  fuppofes  may  be 
introduced,  public  order  is  likely  to  be  well  eflabliflied.  In 
fome  late  trying  inftances,  there  has  appeared  no  reafon  to  be 
upprehenfive  on  this  fubjeft. 

Our  author  next  examines  the  boafted  axioms  of  the  rights 
of  man,  and  animadverts  on  them  with  great  propriety,  and 
occafional  pleafantry.  The  annihilation  of  honours  is  the  fub- 
jed  of  another  of  his  reprehenfions.  It  is  but  a  little  way,  he 
obferves,  from  the  profcription  of  honours  in  order  to  gratify 
the  ambition  of  many,  to  the  reduftion  of  overgrown  fortunes, 
to  gratify  their  wants :  the  plan  hag  been  already  in  contem- 
plation, and  in  part  executed  by  the  attack  on  the  church. 
This  leads  the  author  to  his  own  eulogy,  as  ufual,  and  a  little 
too  pompous  detail  of  his  propofal  of  raifmg  a  loan  to  reim- 
burfe  thofe  who  had  fuffered  by  the  various  excefles  during 
the  revolution.  To  reimburfe  the  nobility  by  the  fpoils  of 
the  church,  which  it  is  hinted  might  have  been  done,  was 
certainly  not  a  meafure  to  be  propofed  or  likely  to  be  adopt- 
ed :  that  the  aiTembly  demanded  facrifices  of  others,  never  of 
themfelves  •,  that  they  have  often  heard,  without  emotion,  of 
the  complaints  of  the  opprefled,  are  imputations  certainly  well 
founded ;  but  to  men  placed  in  a  precarious,  dangerous  ftate, 
watched  by  thofe  who  wifhed  to  obferve  or  fabricate  errors, 
much  allowance  muft  undoubtedly  be  given.  That  they  have 
fubftituted  oaths  as  tefts,  without  believing  in  their  fan(^ity ; 
that  they  have  facrificed  the  duties  of  morality  at  the  fhrine  of 
opinion,  and  by  the  licentioufnefs  of  their  principles,  relieved 
themfelves  from  their  embarralTments,  are  inve£lives  only: 
in  fome  circumftances  they  feem  to  be  true ;  but  they  lofe 
their  force  when  fpoken  of  in  the  tone  of  difappointment, 
and  are  at  bell,  in  appearance,  the  '  weak  devices  of  an  ene- 
my.' Neither  fliould  it  be  imputed  to  the  aflembly  as  a  crime, 
that  the  prefs  is  free.  If  majefty  has  been  ridiculed,  they  have 
been  abufed ;  if  the  real  and  fufpe^led  ariflocrats  have  been 
calumniated,  the  aflembly  has  been  publicly  execrated,  its  beft 
meafures  been  mifreprefented,  and  its  wifefl  decifions  treated 
with  the  moft  indignant  farcafms.  Surely  the  government, 
which  allows  of  public  difcuffions,  and  unreftrained  examina- 
tions of  its  meafures,  cannot  be  very  corrupt ;  and  the  whole 
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oi  thcfe  examijvatlons  is  far  from  the  purpofe  of  an  Iiiilorical 
review  of  M.  Neck.cr's  aclminiilratioii. 

The  lad  fubje£l  is  the  famine,  and  the  efforts  of  M.  Necker 
to  fuppiy  the  kingdom  and  the  capital  with  corn.  It  was  an 
arduous  tafic,  undertaken  from  the  pureft  dilates  of  huma- 
nity znd.  patriotifm,  executed  with  a  difintercfted  zeal,  and  an 
indefatigable  watchfulnefs,  which  are  not  lefs  praife -worthy, 
though  the  fcarcity  fliould  really  have  been,  as  feme  have  af- 
fertcd,  artificial  or  imaginary.  The  whole,  however,  is  de- 
tailed with  too  anxious  a  care ;  the  flceplefs  nights,  the  fre- 
querjt  interruptions  from  couriers,  the  palpitations  of  the 
heart,  which  Hill  remain,  are  too  oftcntatioufly  pointed  out. 
It  is  not  the  language  of  a  great  mind,  who  feels  refources  in 
its  own  powers,  and  provides,  on  every  fide,  with  the  fame 
cool  decifion  that  directs  his  hands  to  different  volumes  in  his 
library,  and  with  the  fame  confidence  of  fuccefs.  It  is  a  wo- 
manifh  declamation  that  obliterates  all  the  merit  (and  it  is  not 
inconfiderable)  of  the  conduct.  It  was  the  fame  childifli  vanity, 
which  excited  the  laugh  in  the  national  affembly  when  ma- 
dame  Necker  s  praife  was  the  ftudied  theme ;  praife  which 
each  individual  knew  was  deferved,  and  which  each  would 
probably  have  joined  in,  if  fpoken  of  in  a  proper  place. 

The  fubje^l  of  corn  leads  to  a  fhort  difcuflion  on  the  pro- 
priety or  impropriety  of  exporting  it  in  a  political  or  a  finan- 
cial view.  M.  Necker  thinks  it  right  to  lower  the  price,  and 
keep  fome  (lock  in  hand,  to  guard  againft  accidental  failures : 
to  keep  down  the  price  of  corn^  and  confequently  to  keep  up 
a  regular  fupply,  fcem  to  have  been  the  great  objcfts  in  the 
view  of  our  own  iegiflature,  Difcuflions  might  be  multiplied 
on  this  fubject ;  but,  after  a  fair,  extenfive,  and  impartial 
confideration,  the  propriety  of  thefe  meafurcs  will  be  acknow- 
ledged in  genera],  and  particularly  in  this  kingdom,  where 
the  growth  of  corn,  on  an  average,  is  not  nearly  equal  to  the 
confumption.  The  lofs  incurred,  from  various  views,  fome 
of  which  are  ftated  with  great  judgment  and  propriety,  in  the 
work  before  us,  in  one  year  of  dearth,  will  more  than  com- 
penfate  all  the  fancied  difadvantages  from  a  lofs  of  exporta- 
tion, or  the  all-imaginary  dangers  of  importation. 

The  Apology  of  IVI.  Necker  concludes  the  work  ;  of  which 
we  (liall  extract  only  a  part  of  his  addrefs  to  the  national  af- 
fcmbly  :  the  reft  is  querulous,  complaining  of  ingratitude,  of 
difrcfpccf,  of  inattention,  and  evert  of  dppreflion  ;  a  few  pai^ 
fages  of  which  we  fliall  notice  in  our  general  remarks. 

'  You  who,  by  a  fingular  example  in  the  annals  of  the  world, 
have  imagined  yourfelvcs  to  poficfs  the  right  of  putting  julHcc, 
compaiTion,  kiadnefs,  and   even  the  fenti meats  of  confcience,    to 
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the  vote,  do  you  at  laft  ftretch  out  the  hand  of  brotherly  love  tO 
thofc  whom  you  have  fo  rigoroufly  perfecuted.     Look  not  with  in- 
difTerence  on  the  defpair  of  a  hundred  thoufand  families,  your  el- 
ders at  lead  by  a  priority  of  fervices  to  the  ft;ite  vvhich  have  fuf- 
fered  no  interruption.     Alleviate  the  effeft  of  the  blows  you  have 
given  to  their  property,  and  to  all  the  rights  which  conlHtuted 
their   inheritance.     Ladly,    among  the   difft^rent  equalities   with 
which  you  are  fmitten,  forget  not  that  of  happincfs,  which  is  more 
real  than  any  of  them.     You  have  hitherto  wifhed  to  a£t  only  by 
force  and  conllraint,  and  you  have  thus  created  all  the  refiftance 
which  fprings  from  pride  of  ch.uafter.     Meanwhile  this  refiftance 
is  with  mankind  in  gcnerd,  and  with  Frenchmen  in  particular,  the 
moft  diriicult  to  conquer.     You  have  irritated  by  your  imperious 
forms  thofe  whom  you  have  rendered  unfortunate  ;  and,  as  if  you 
had  been  jealous  of  their  generofity,  you  afforded  them  no  oppor- 
tunity of  honourably  refigning  what  you  extorted  from  them.   You 
have  always  fpoken  in  the  name  of  the  law,  but  it  was  a  law  of 
your  own  creating  :  ft  t  fonie  value  alfo  on  that  which  has  founded 
empires,  which  conquerors  themfclves  have  refpeiled,  on  that  law 
of  wifdom  and  equity,  which,  taking  men  as  it  finds  them,  endea- 
vours to  unite  all  claiTes  of  citizens  by  their  various  interefts  and 
their  reciprocal  connedions.     One  would  fuppofe,  from  your  ea- 
gernefs  to  overturn  every  thing  within  a  given  time,  that  you  were 
deputies  of  a  world  in  the  clouds,  and  that,  forced  to  return  on 
an  appointed  day,  and  to  carry  away  with  you  all  ideas  of  juftice 
and  reafon,  you  were  under  the  necefiity  of  completing  your  ar- 
rangement before  your  departure,  and  eftabliftiing  laws  by  a  fort 
of  rapid  communication  that  were  deftined  to  endure  for  ages. 
But  nothing  of  all  this  exilts  ;  you  are  inhabitants  of  this  world, 
momentary  beings  like  ourfelves,  educated  in  the  fame  fchool,  the 
fchool  of  time  and  experience,  and  daily  receiving  new  inltrudion. 
Thofe  who  fliall  come  after  you  will  furpafs  you  in  knowledge,  as 
you  yourfeK'es  have  furpafled  others,      \lc  therefore  diffident  and 
circumfpeft  in  the  rcvifion  you  are   to  make  of  your  different  de- 
crees.    Forget  not  that  it  was  in  the  holbm  of  divifions,  in  the 
midft  of  all  forts  of  paffions,  that  you  compofed  the  legiflation  of 
France.  Your  work  mull  have  felt  the  impreffion  of  thefe  circum- 
ftance^.     Europe  {qc':^  it,  and  thus  judges  of  it.     Be  not  you  the 
only  perfons  who  place  in  it  an  unlimited  confidence.     Decree  not 
the  name,  the  great  name  of  immutability^  but  to  a  fmall  number 
of  fundamental  truths,  evidently  necelTary  to  the  happinefs  of  na- 
tions and  the  maintenance  of  a  reafonable  liberty.' 

In  the  former  article  we  affigned  aur  redfons  for  taking  an 
ex  ten  five  furvey  of  this  work.  We  have  traced  the  fteps  with 
care ;  we  have  noticed  thofe  in  which  M.  Necker  firft  failed, 
thofe  that  contributed  to  eiVablifh  the  difgult  which  his  former 
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imbecility  excited.  The  conjun6liire  was  an  arduous  one ;  it 
required  an  union  of  talents,  which  feldom  meet  in  one  man  ; 
extenfiye  comprehenfive  views,  prudence,  firmnefs,  fpirit. 
M.  Necker  refted  chiefly  on  his  integrity ;  and,  while  he  meant 
well,  feems  to  have  been  the  dupe  of  each  party.  He  tells  us, 
that  when  he  was  no  longer  liltened  to  by  the  aflembly,  he 
loft  his  credit  with  the  council,  and  was  futFered  by  the  king 
to  depart  without  regret.  Why  then  are  the  aflembly  exclu- 
fively  branded  with  the  imputation  of  ingratitude  ?  Is  it  be- 
caufe  he  confidered  his  whole  conduct  as  co-operating  with 
their  views,  and  confequently  that  they  were  under  peculiar 
obligations  to  him  ?  If  we  furvey  his  Narrative,  we  ftiail  find 
his  meafures  fluctuating  and  indecifive ;  his  language  flowery 
and  fpecious ;  the  ideas  conveyed,  few  and  indiftincl.  In  the 
opinion  of  the  afl^embly,  they  were  certainly  too  favourable  to 
monarchy  ;  and  the  degree  of  freedom,  which  he  defcribed, 
was  to  thern  a  flavery  more  ignominious,  as  it  was  voluntary, 
when  their  future  condition  was  in  their  own  power.  Joining 
therefore  with  both  parties,  M.  Necker  was  the  friend  of  nei- 
ther; and,  when  once  his  fmcerity  was  fufpetted,  his  chief  fup- 
port  was  deftroyed:  the  talents  of  a  financier  they  could  fupply 
with  their  affignats,  and  the  taflc  of  a  commis  might  be  ful- 
filled by  any  of  their  adherents.  The  fufpicion  of  the  aflem- 
bly is  fully  evinced  by  our  hiftorian's  own  defcription  of  their 
jealous  examination  of  his  accounts,  and  of  their  eager  turn- 
ing over  the  red-book;  a  meafure  which  he  had  very  earneftly 
deprecated.  They  found  no  trace  of  peculation,  no  inftance 
of  improperly  appropriating  any  part  of  the  public  money  to 
his  own  ufe.  But  confidence  once  deftroyed  is  not  eafily  re- 
ftored,  and  the  meafures  of  the  afl^embly  were  too  decifive,  at 
that  period,  to  admit  of  the  poflibility  of  M.  Necker's  co-ope- 
ration. Some  things  might  perhaps  have  been  omitted;  in- 
fults,  pointed  neglect,  the  interruptions  in  his  journey,  were 
petty  inftances  of  unmanly  revenge,  if  they  originated  from 
any  other  fource  than  contempt  or  miftake.  They  might  at 
leaft  have  parted  with  civility  from  a  man,  who  poflefled  nei- 
ther talents  nor  an  opportunity  of  hurting  them ;  and  whofe 
greateft  errors  were  a  weak  indecifion,  the  eagernefs  of  a 
drowning  man  in  fticking  to  his  oftice,  at  leaft  a  week  after 
he  had  been  confefledly  negle6led  by  all  parties.  We  fhall 
not  probably,  we  wifli  not  to,  embitter  his  retreat ;  but  we  may 
be  allowed  to  fay,  what  we  had  not  hefitated  to  advance  in  the 
zenith  of  his  reputation,  that  his  chief  merit  was  his  integri- 
ty ;  and  his  worft  misfortune,  being  placed  in  a  fituation  and 
circumftances,  in  which  his  integrity  was  of  little  avail,  with 
a  rep uution  which  he  had  never  deferved. 
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'Tf^HIS  very  refpe6i:able  Society  proceed  in  invefligating  every 
-■'  fubje£):,  which  chance  or  information  may  fuggeft,  fome- 
times  v/ith  a  perfevernnce,  which  we  have  more  than  once  al- 
mofl  cenfured  as  obitinacy,  but  which  we  have  at  lalt  feen 
brought  to  a  (late  at  Icaft  approaching  to  perfe<Slion :  an  in- 
llance  of  this  is  the  introduction  of  the  gun- harpoon  to  a  more 
general  ufe. 

The  firfl  fubje61:,  in  the  prefent  volume,  relates,  as  ufual, 
to  plantations.  Mr.  Johnfon  received  the  gold  medal  for  a 
very  extenfive  plantation  of  oaks,  which  he  fet  thick,  to  allow 
for  the  depredation  of  mice  and  other  vermin,  and  to  be  able, 
in  thinning,  to  prefcrve  the  {hongeft  faphngs.  Oaks  do  not 
profper  in  wet  grounds  ;  fo  that  draining  is  a  very  neceflary 
jneafurc,  where  water  does  not  percolate  freely.  Mr.  Milnes 
received  the  gold  medal  for  mixed  timber  trees:  from  0£l:o- 
ber  1786J  to  May  1788,  he  planted  ninety-four  acres  with 
different  kinds  of  timber  trees.  The  larch  was  by  much  in 
the  largefl  proportion ;  after  the  larch,  Scotch  firs,  afli,  elm, 
fycamores,  and  birch,  rank  in  their  order.  The  number  of  the 
birch  amounted  to  30,000.  Of  the  mountain  afb,  were. 
10,000;  of  the  oak,  the  fpruce  firs,  the  Weymouth  pine,  and 
the  horfe  chelbnus,  but  a  few  hundreds  each.  In  Mr.  Mar- 
tin's plantation,  at  Ringwood,  Herts,  the  red  willow  anfwer- 
ed  very  well  in  a  dry  barren  foil.  Mr.  Majendie  gives  fome 
jnftances  of  the  utility  of  the  Spanifh  cheftnut  tree :  when 
cut  down  near  the  ground,  the  flioots  from  the  roots  are  (Irong, 
ftraight,  and  ufcful  for  hop-poles,  as  well  as  {lakes  for  different 
purpofes  in  hulbandry. 

In  hufoandry,  the  gold  medal  was  adjudged  to  Mr.  Rop^er- 
fon,  of  Narford,  Norfolk,  for  his  experiments  with  the  drill* 
machine.  By  his  eitimate,  and  indeed  at  prefent,  we  believe,. 
in  the  general  opinion,  the  drill  hufbandry  is  greatly  fuperior 
to  broadcail.  He  prefers  the  machine  to  the  dibble,  and  Mr. 
Cook's  machine  to  any  other ;  but  drilling,  to  be  advantage- 
ous, muft  be  always  combined  with  hoeing.  Mr,.  Dunn  gives 
an  account  of  his  reclaiming  a  negleClcd  piece  of  land  very 
advantageoully,  by  planting  potatoes.  It  was  afterwards  once 
ploughed,  and  without  any  frefh  manure  fown  with  wheat, 
which  came  up  in  a  promifing  way :  the  refult  will  be  ex- 
plained probably  in  a  future  volume.  Mr.  Bucknell,  near 
Tiverton  in  Devonfhire,  feeds  cattle  very  advantageoufly  with 
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■potatoes.  Mr,  Hollin's  Eflay  on  the  Caufe  of  the  Curl  in  Po- 
tatoes is  much  too  difFufe :  the  caule  feems  to  be,  from  his 
experiments,  too  great  richnefs,  and  too  large  a  proportion  of 
vegetable  matter  in  the  feed.  The  remedy  is  to  chufe  the  fets 
of  a  moderate  fize,  and  by  no  means  to  aihil  the  growth  of 
the  root  by  earthing.  We  mention  this,  that  our  readers  may 
try  the  experiment.  We  flrongly  fufpc6l  that  it  will  not  an- 
fwer  in  ground  of  every  kind. 

Mr.  Dean,  in  his  comparative  experiment  of  the  utility  of 
the  drill-machine  and  broadcaft,  in  the  culture  of  turnepS, 
finds  the  advantages  of  the  former  method  very  conGderable : 
he  prefers  greatly  horfe-hoeing. 

Mr.  Hanmcr,  of  Shropfliire,  deferves  great  praife  for  his 
judgpient  and  fpirit  in  improving  fome  waile  land  in  North 
Wales.  His  method  was  draining,  frequent  ploughing,  or, 
where  the  ground  would  not  bear  the  weight  of  the  horfes, 
turning  with  a  fpade.  Turneps  is  the  firft  crop,  which,  if 
they  fucceed,  and  can  be  fed  off  with  flieep,  leaves  the  land 
in  a  proper  (late  for  corn  of  different  kinds.  The  reclaimed 
heath  amounted  to  120  acres,  and  is  now  fet  at  rack-rent  for 
ten  {hillings  an  acre  :  it  is  occupied  ;  and  without  the  affiitance 
x)f  any  old  land,  maintains  a  large  ftock  in  excellent  condition. 
Of  the  fame  moor.  Fens-heath,  i\lr.  Hanmer  has  planted  about 
ten  acres. 

Mrs.  Clifton,  Mr.  Hubbard,  and  Mr.  Morris,  had  gratuitous 
rewards  for  their  management  of  bees.  Mrs.  CUfton,  from 
one  ftock,  has  now  thirty.  Mr.  Hubbard  has  not  only  increaf- 
ed  his  ftock,  but  added  to  our  knowledge  of  the  fubjeft.  In 
the  ftrong  hives,  the  queen,  he  found,  began  to  lay  her  eggs 
in  January :  in  weak  hives,  not  a  fmgle  egg  is  produced  till 
honey-gathering  commences.  Confequently  the  ftrong  ftock 
is  ready  to  fwarm  often  in  May ;  and  to  produce  this  good  ef- 
fe6l  a  fufhcient  quantity  of  food  ftiould  be  left;  the  fuccefs 
greatly  depends  on  leaving  the  bees  ftrong  in  the  month  of 
October. 

*  I  wiil  now  prefume  to  offer  a  fimple  and  eafy  mode  of  ma- 
naging thefe  admirable  infects,  the  profits  from  which  will  fir  fur- 
pafs  that  in  common  ufe.  The  owner  muft  patiently  wait  till  he 
has  acquired  twenty  ftocks,  which  may  be  foon  accomplifhed  by 
attending  to  the  foregoing  hints.  In  the  month  of  April  follow- 
ing, he  mull  feparate  ten  of  the  llrongeit  hives  for  fwarming  ; 
the  other  ten  muil  be  raifed  on  large  empty  hives,  the  tops  of 
which  fliould  be  firft  taken  off,  and  the  joinings  of  the  two  hives 
fccured  with  a  Jitde  clay,  which  plan  keeps  the  bees  from  fwarm- 
ing. \n  the  month  of  September  following,  being  the  time  I 
v/ould  recommend  them  to  te   burnt,  each  ftock  wiil  feldom  be 
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tour.d  to  have  produced  kfs  than  fifty  pounds  weight,  provided  it 
has  been  a  kind  feafon. 

*  The  pr  me  fwarms  from  the  other  ftocks,  I  would  recom- 
mend to  be  put  in:o  three-peck  hives,  at  leaft  ;  for  when  they 
fwarm  fo  early,  they  are  very  likely  to  fwarm  again  in  a  few 
weeks,  which  fhould  always  be  prevented  :  and  all  the  after- 
fvvarms  fhould  be  united,  two  or  three  into  one  ;  for  the  great  ad- 
vantage arifes  from  the  Inrge  quantity  of  bees  being  kept  together, 
fince  by  that  mode  ten  Hocks  will  generally  yield  fifteen  good  ones. 
But  the  greateft  check  to  the  cultivation  of  bees  happens  from  in- 
clement feafons  :  I  have  experienced  fome  fummers,  when  it  has 
rained  almoft  all  the  months  of  June  and  July,  that  not  above 
one  prime  fwarm  in  ten  have  been  able  to  get  a  fufficiency  ;  this 
i'^  really  diftrefling  ;  and  on  thefe  occafions,  I  have  feen  the  flocks 
of  villagers  wliolly  fwept  off. 

*  This  is  another  rcafon  why  double  hives  arc  fo  necefTary  ;  for 
bcfidcs  the  great  profit  arifing  from  them  in  fine  feafons,  it  would 
prevent  the  decreafe  of  flocks,  which  muft  unavoidably  happen  in 
bad  feafons.  In  the  moft  unkindly  fummers,  they  are  furc  to  get 
encu^h  to  fupport  them  through  the  winter:  whenever  it  happens 
fo,  they  fhould  lland  till  winter  ;  and  in  a  frofty  day,  the  clay 
Ihou'd  be  removed,  and  a  wire  drawn  between  the  hives,  to  fepa- 
rate  them  ;  for  by  this  time  they  will  be  all  in  the  upper  hive, 
rnd  thefe  flocks  fhould  be  refcrved  for  fwarming  the  following 
fummt-r.* 

Mr.  Morris's  obfervations  are  alfo^very  judicious  ;  but  they 
confifl  of  a  fcries  of  fa£ls,  fo  much  connected  with  each  other, 
that  they  will  fcarcely  admit  of  an  analyfis  or  extra6l. 

The  firfl  paper  in  the  chemical  department  relates  to  the 
method  of  converting  the  fmokc  of  fleam-engines  into  t?r. 
In  Shropfhire,  there  are  three  great  works  for  procuring  tar 
from  coal,  which,  by  this  proccfs,  is  converted  into  coak,  or 
charcoal,  for  the  ufe  of  the  fmclters,  to  whofe  metal  the  ful- 
phur  of  uncoaked  coal  would  be  highly  injurious.  They  re- 
ceive the  coal,  and  return  the  coaks,  having  the  tar  for  their 
labour  and  expences. 

The  proccfs  is  conduced  in  the  following  manner  :  a  range 
of  eighteen  or  twenty  floves  is  ereded,  and  fuppiieJ  with  cojiI 
kept  burning  at  the  bottom ;  the  fmoke  is  condu6led  by  proper 
horizontal  tunnels,  into  a  capacious  and  clofe  funnel,  of  one  hun- 
dred yards  or  more  in  length  ;  this  funnel  is  built  with  brick,  fup- 
ported  by  brick  arches,  and  covered  on  the  top  by  a  fhallow  pond 
of  water  ;  which  pond  is  fupplied  with  water,  when  wanted,  by  a 
fteam-engine  belonging  to  the  coal  or  iron  works  ;  the  chill  of  the 
water  gradually  condenfing  the  fmoke,  it  falls  upon  the  floor  of 
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the  funnel  in  the  form  of  tar,  and  is  conveyed  by  proper  pipes 
into  a  receiver,  from  whence  it  is  pumped  into  a  hirge  boiler,  and 
boiled  to  a  proper  confiilence,  or  othervvife  jnfpiflated  'nto  pitch  : 
when  the  latter  is  the  cafe,  the  volatile  particles  which  arife  dur- 
ing the  infpifTation  are  again  condenfed  into  an  oil  ufed  for  var- 
nifh. 

'  In  this  procefs  the  fmoke  is  decompofed  and  deflroyed,  nothing 
arifmg  from  the  work  but  a  white  vapour  from  fome  fmall  funnels 
(kept  opeq  to  give  draught  for  the  fires),  and  a  fmall  evaporation 
of  water  from  ^he  pond,  ocgafioned  by  the  warmth  of  the  fmoke 
within  th-e  funnel, 

*  The  procefs  re^juires  but  little  attendance,  the  principal  labour 
being  that  of  fupplying  the  fuel.  In  any  one  of  the  tar- works 
the  quantity  of  coal  ufed  is  about  twenty  tons  per  day  ;  three  la- 
bourers with  a  foreman,  are  fufficient  for  the  whole  bufmefs  :  the 
quantity  of  tar  produced  will  be  iibout  twenty-eight  barrels,  of 
two  hundred  weight  and  an  half,  in  fix  days,  worth  ten  Ihillings 
per  hundred,  or  twenty-one  barrels  of  pitch,  of  the  fame  weight, 
worth  fifteen  fliiilings  per  hundred  ;  though  I  was  aflgred,  upon 
the  fpot,  bv  a  very  intelligent  perfon,  that  fome  coal  is  of  fo  bi- 
titminous  a  quality,  as  to  give  one  eighth  its  weight  of  tar:  but 
the  quantity  above  flaied  is  about  the  average  produce.' 

Thefe  works  are  often  in  the  neighb6urhood  of  coal  and 
other  mines,  in  which  fteam-engines  are  employed.  Mr.  Pitt*s 
propofal  is,  therefore,  to  make  a  communication  between  the 
funnel  of  the  engine  and  the  tar-funnels,  by  which  means  the 
annoyance  of  the  fmoak  would  be  prevented,  and  coaks  made 
in  the  ileam-engine.  The  faving  in  thefe  inftances  is  very 
confiderabie  ;  for,  in  fome  engines,  1 00  tons  of  coal  per  week 
are  confumed  :  in  the  improved  engines  of  Meflrs.  Bolton  and 
Watt,  about  25  ton ;  and,  in  genei'ai,  on  an  average,  it  is 
about  50  ton. 

We  fear,  however,  that  the  mineral  tar  will  be  brought  in- 
to difrepute  by  the  avarice  of  the  undertakers.  The  fmell  is 
very  difagreeable  ;  and  we  have  been  informed  that  this  is  ow- 
ing to  the  admixture  of  animal  oils,  by  burning  bones  and  fi- 
milar  fubftances  with  the  coals  defigned  to  be  coaked. 

On  the  fubje6l  of  manufactures,  we  have  Mr.  Lockett's  ac- 
count of  his  method  of  making  cloth  from  hop-binds.  It  feems 
at  prefent  to  be  of  a  very  coarie  kind,  fit  only  for  bags,  though 
there  was  a  fpecimen  of  a  purer  kind  fent,  which  was  of  the 
colour  of  tanned  leather.  If  it  is  of  a  proper  confiftence,  it 
might  certainly  be  adapted  for  the  coarfer  frocks  of  country 
people,  and  of  carters.  The  hop-ftalks  were  cut  in  lengths 
of  two  or  three  feet,  and  put  in  lye  that  linen  had  been  boil- 
ed in  for  bleaching,  then  boiled   till  the  rind  feparated  eafily 
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from  the  ftalk.  They  ftript  readily,  and  then  the  fame  me- 
thod was  followed,  whieh  is  ufually  employed  for  workin^fr 
hemp  or  flax.  Carding  is  better  adapted  for  this  fubfcancc 
than  hackling.     It  promifes  to  be  a  very  ufeful  manufaQure. 

In  the  department  of  mechanics,  we  find  firft  a  defcription  of 
M.  Hainin's  weighing  machine,  in  which  the  weights  of  the 
different  countries  of  Europe,  and  their  relative  proportions, 
are  fhown  at  one  view.  The  machine  itfelf  is  very  fimple.  The 
•weight  bends  a  femicircular  fpring,  and  the  radius  turns,  in 
the  center,  a  rack  which  moves  the  index  on  tlie  other  fide. 
On  this  fide  are  marked,  in  concentric  circles,  the  different 
weights  ;and  when  the  point  of  the  index  fllovl^s  the  weight  of  the 
body  in  troy  weight,  which  is  on  the  exterior  circle,  if  the  eye 
is  carried  down  the  fide  of  the  index,,  the  weight,  according  to 
our  averdupois  ftandard,  that  of  Paris,  Lilhon,  Madrid,  Am- 
ilerdam,  Stockholm,  Copenhagen,  Berlin,  Hamburg,  Vienna, 
Genes,  and  Naples,  is  at  once  feen  :  on  the  inierior  circle  is 
the  proportional  number  of  flones.  The  plate  itfelf  is  a  very 
convenient  appendage  in  a  counting-rhoufe,  as  an  accurate 
comparative  view  of  the  different  meafures. 

Mr.  Bayley's  fcale  for  reducing  plans,  maps,  Z<:c.  in  the 
mod  exa£b  manner,  may  be  applied  to  the  ufual  purpofes  of 
triangular  proportional  compaiTes.  It  is,  Iiowcver,  little  more 
than  an  accurately  divided  pentagrapli,  and  not  more  uleful. 
From  Mr.  Beck's  defcription  of  the  bolt  and  nail-drawer,  for 
which  a  bounty  w^is  given,  it  feems  to  be  a  long,  ilrong  le- 
ver, whofe  fulcrum  is  the  fegmcnt  of  a  circle:  the  head  of 
the  nail  or  bolt  is  confined  between  the  edge  of  the  fegment 
and  a  fquare  moveable  llaple.  There  feems  to  want  a 
contrivance  to  make  the  diilance  between  the  edge  of 
the  fegment  and  of  the  ftaple  greater  or  Icfs,  according  as  the 
head  of  the  nail  or  bolt  is  large  1  or  fmiiiler. — From  the  vari- 
ous accounts,  the  harpoon-^'; un  feems  to  have  been  often  ufed 
fuccefsftdly.  The  bolt  Vv'hich  draws  the  trigger  now  unco^ 
vers,  at  the  fame  moment,  the  priming.  It  is  confequently 
preferved  dry  and  the  air  is  admitted  at  the  exaft  time  it  is 
"Wanted,  for  inflaming  the  powder  and  the  efcape  of  the  fmoke. 

The  cafhew  gum  is  found  to  contain  fome  refinous  par- 
ticles, and  is  confequently  unfit  for  the  callico-printers,  though 
it  has  been  found  proper  for  the  filk  dyers.  If  the  duty  is 
lowered  to  fixpence  a  hundred,  it  m.aybecon-;e  a  proper  article 
of  com.merce  •,  and  it  will,  in  many  refpects,  leiTen  the  demand 
for  the  gum  arable.  Mr.  Titfo\d,  who  gives  this  informa- 
tion, propofes  our  importing  coffee  in  the  pulp ;  the  wade 
would  be  lefs  •,  the  expence  to  the  planter  greatly  diminilhed  i 
and  the  coffee  itfelf  of  a  fuperior  kind.  It  remains  to  be  en- 
quired whether  thefe  advantages  will  be  compenfated  by  the 
6  addiiional 
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additional  freight,  and  greater  expence  of  package.  At  all 
events  the  berry  mull  be  dried  before  it  is  packed.  In  his  Tra- 
vels to  North  America,  he  mentions  having  obfcrved  at  Bof- 
ton,  the  fail-cloth,  or  duck  manufadory,  which  they  carry  on 
with  great  fpirit,  and  alledge  that  it  is  fuperior  to  the  Eng- 
lilh,  particularly  as  it  is  not  fubje6t  to  the  mildew.  Mr.  Tit- 
ford  lufpc61:s  that  this  may  be  owing  to  their  moiftening  the 
v/arp  in  the  loom  with  an  animal  jelly,  prepared  from  neat's 
feet,  after  the  oil  is  exprefled,  while  the  Englifh  manufaftur- 
ers  ufe  ftarch.  To  preferve  the  piles  from  worms,  they  are 
covered  with  feveral  coats  of  common  whale  oil ;  and  each 
coat  is  fuffered  to  dry  before  another  is  put  on.  The  fame 
method  is  employed  for  preferving  fhip's  bottoms  from  thefe 
deftruclive  little  animals. 

The  three  forts  of  cinnamon,  now  produced  in  Jamaica, 
from  the  plants  lately  mentioned,  as  carried  there  by  a  frigate 
belonging  to  lord  Rodney's  fleet,  refemble  the  three  forts  of 
Ceylon  cinnamon  :  the  beft  is  not  of  fo  bright  a  colour,  but 
the  aroma  is  feemingly  finer  and  ftronger.  We  are  forry  to 
hear  that  cinnamon  plantations  are  not  yet  undertaken.  It  is 
very  properly  prcpofed  by  Mr.  Eaft,  to  offer  a  premium  for 
the  greateft  number  of  plants,  fet  with  a  view  to  colle£l  the 
cinnamon.  The  premium  for  the  quantity  of  cinnamon  im- 
ported is  confequently  to  be  omitted.  The  mangoes  thrive 
very  well. 

The  rewards,  the  prefents,  a  catalogue  of  models,  &c.  with 
a  lift  of  the  officers  of  the  Society,  follow  :  the  whole  is  con- 
cluded with  a  lift  of  future  premiums.  From  the  laft  we  fhall 
fele6t  fome  of  the  new  ones. 

'  126.  Draining  land.  To  the  perfon  who,  in  the  year  1791, 
fliall  make  the  greateft  number  of  yards,  not  fewer  than  one  thou- 
fand,  of  hollow  drain,  of  brick  ftone,  or  fuch  like  durable  mate- 
rials, for  the  improvement  of  land  injured  by  water  arifing  from 
internal  fprings,  the  gold  medal  or  thirty  guineas.  Particular 
accounts  of  the  nature,  quality,  fpontaneous  produce,  and  yearly 
value  of  the  land  before  draining,  and  the  fuppofed  value  after- 
wards ;  the  nature  and  texture  of  the  underftrata  whence  the  fprings 
arife  ;  the  depth  and  width  of  the  drains ;  the  quantity  of  fuppofed 
water  difch^.rged  ;  the  expence  of  labour  and  materials  per  yard,  in 
length,  when  finiihed;  a  Iketch  or  plan  of  all  the  drains,  and  their 
feveral  inclinations  and  diftances  from  each  other ;  with  certificates 
of  the  number  of  acres  drained,  and  that  the  land  was  aftually  wet 
and  fpringy  before  draining,  but  dry  and  firm  afterwards :  to  be 
produced  to  the  fociety  on  or  before  the  third  Tuefday  in  Februa- 
ry, ;792-' 

*  154..  Cun 
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*  154.  Cure  of  the  rot  in  Jheep.  To  the  pcrfon  who  fhall  diP- 
cover  to  the  fociety  the  beft  and  mofl  eftedlual  method  of  curing 
the  difeafe,  called  the  rot  in  fheep,  verified  by  repeated  and  fa- 
tisfaftory  experiments,  the  gold  medal,  or  thirty  pounds.  It  is 
cxpefted  that  the  candidates  furnilh  accurate  accounts  of  the  nature, 
fymptoms,  and  cure  of  the  difeafe,  together  with  the  imputed  caufe 
thereof,  and  the  adual  or  probable  means  of  prevention,  which,  with 
proper  certificates,  muft  be  delivered  to  the  fociety  on  or  before 
the  firll  Tuefday  in  February,   1792.* 

The  premium  for  the  comparative  advantages  of  different 
top-dreflings,  and  particularly  gypfumy  is  renewed  ;  for  though 
no  claimant  appeared  for  the  propofed  reward,  when  it  was 
offered  more  generally,  the  fociety  fuppofe  that  it  may  be 
ufeful  in  this  light.  Tlie  premium  for  the  gun-harpoon  is  now 
alfo  changed ;  and  it  is  offered  to  the  harpooner  who  fhall 
llrike  the  greateji  number  of  whales  by  means  of  the  gun.  The 
two  following  offers,  witli  which  we  fliall  conclude  our  ar- 
ticle, are  new : 

*  162.  Condcnjing  fmoke*  To  the  perfon  who  fhall  invent  the 
beft  method  by  which  the  fmoke  of  fteam-engines,  brew-houfes, 
fugar-houfes,  or  furnaces  may  be  advantageoufly  condenfed  and 
collefted  in  the  form  of  tar,  or  fome  other  ufeful  material,  the 
gold  medal  or  fifty  guineas. 

«  The  accounts,  with  proper  certificates  of  the  method  having 
been  fuccefsfully  employed,  and  fpecimens  of  the  materials  pro- 
duced, to  be  delivered  to  the  fociety  on  or  before  the  firft  Tuefday 
in  December,  1792.* 

*  158.  Preferving  frejh-'water  fixjeet.  To  the  perfon  who  fhall 
produce  to  the  fociety  the  beft  account,  verified  by  fatisfaftory 
trials,  of  an  efiicacioui  method  of  preferving  frefh  water  fweet  du- 
ring long  voyages,  the  gold  medal,    or  fifty  pounds. 

«  Accounts  and  full  defcriptions  of  the  methods  made  ufe  of,  in 
order  that  it  may  be  known  that  nothing  injurious  enters  therein, 
to  be  produced  to  the  fociety,  with  at  leaft  thirty  gallons  of  water 
fo  preserved,  and  proper  certificates,  on  or  before  the  laft  Tuefday 
in  December,   1793. 

*  159.   The  fame  premium  is  extended  one  year  further. 

*  The  accoun's  and  certificates  to  be  produced  on  or  before  the 
laft  Tuefday  in  December,   179^.* 
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the  new  Annual  Rcgiftcr ;  or  General  Rcpojitory  of  Htjloryy 
Politics^  and  Literature^  for  the  Tear  179O.  %  which  is 
prefixed  a  Continuation  of  the  Hiflory  of  Knowledve^  Learn- 
i?ig,  and  Ta/lcy  in  Great  Britain,  duri?ig  the  Reign  of  ^ecn 
Elizabeth.  '  %vg.  'Js.   td.   Boards.   Robinfons.      J 791. 

E  could  have  wilhed  that  this  volume  had  appeared 
earlier  ;  yet  we  receive  it  with  pleafure,  fince  the  edi- 
tors continue  to  collect  wi.h  judgment  and  difcernment,  and 
render  their  volumes  an  '  ablhacl  and  brief  chronicle  of  the 
times.'  In  a  newfpaper,  a  magazine,  or  a  review,  and  an 
annual  regifter,  if  properly  conduced,  the  mirror  held  up  to 
nature  is  of  different  degrees  of  convexity.  In  the  firft,  it  is 
nearly  a  plane  reprefenting  with  fidelity  errors  and  defers : 
in  the  magazine,  the  mirror  is  more  convex ;  the  reprefenta- 
tion  is  thrown  at  a  little  diftance,  leflening  fome  of  the  features, 
and  dropping  the  lefs  ufeful  circum fiances.  In  the  regifler, 
the  form  is  preferved  with  equal  care,  the  outline  is  correft, 
and  the  refemblance  faithful ;  but  the  minuter  prominences 
are  loft,  the  minute  defects  are  obfcure,  and  the  picture  fecn  at 
a  greater  diftance,  is  more  eafdy  comprehended  in  all  its  parts 
at  one  glance.  In  the  review,  works  of  literature  are  reflect- 
ed with  a  little  convexity  ;  faults  are  not  too  ftrictly  fcruti- 
nized ;  and  the  author,  we  truft,  fometimes  looks  at  his  own 
picture,  in  our  mirror,  with  complacency.  In  the  Annual  Vo- 
lume they  appear  in  a  diminiflied  form  ;  but  the  convexity  is  not 
always  regular :  it  does  not  in  every  inftance  foften  defects, 
but,  like  an  etching,  gives,  in  a  fmall  compafs,  the  likenefs 
with  a  fmgle  ftroke.  In  general,  the  work  before  us  has  kept 
to  its  proper  line,  though  the  editors  had  not  probably  the 
fanciful  refemblance  we  have  applied  in  our  illuftration,  in 
their  view.  It  occurred  to  us  on  reading  their  hiftorical  part 
in  the  prefent  volume. 

The  revolution  of  France,  an  event  unexampled  in  the  hif- 
tory  of  ihe  world,  and  confidered  in  its  confequences  proba- 
bly of  the  greateft  influence  in  the  future  hiftory  of  mankind, 
the  editors  have  not  yet  began  to  confider.  It  was  an  object 
that  perhaps  filled  their  minds  with  its  magnitude,  and  may 
have  terrified  them  from  its  importance.  They  were  riglit  in 
preparing  the  way  with  fome  care,  and  giving  a  general  and 
conne6ted  view,  '  a  compact  and  energetic  account,*  u\  their 
own  words,  of  the  whole,  as  they  mean  to  do  in  the  next  vo- 
lume It  is  their  obje£t,  under  each  year,  to  '  ftate  the 
parliamentary  tranfaftions,  together  with  thofe  foreign  affairs 
that  directly  preceded  the  commencement  of  the  feflions.' 

The  plan  appears  in  no  refpe6t  altered.  The  hiftory  of  li- 
terature is  brought  down  to  about  the  middle  of  the  reign  of 
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Elizabeth  ;  and  it  is  fuppofed  that  this  reign  will  fill  two  other 
articles.  According  to  the  belt  eftimate  that  we  can  n-^ake, 
the  editors  feem  to  have  provided  for  thirty  years  more.  In 
the  hiftory,  that  of  France  is  brcvight  down  to  the  convention 
ef  the  ftares;  and  the  foreign  hiitory  to  the  taking  of  Bender, 
including  the  affliirs  of  Poland,  at  the  time  when  the  Czarina 
attempted  to  di£late  with  her  ttfual  firmnefs,  v/ithout  being 
able  to  fupport  her  diiftates  with  the  ufual  force,  and  confe- 
cjuently  gave  room  to  the  influence  of  PrufTia,  which  has  pro- 
bably terminated  in  the  late  revolution.  The  Iriih  affairs  in- 
clude only  the  parliamentary  tranfa£lions  ix^fpeding  the  re- 
gency. 

In  our  examination  of  the  hiftory,  which  we  own  we  did 
with  a  iiltle  clrcumfpecllon,  and  fome  jealoufy,  the  fource  of 
which  will  be  fuihciently  confpicuous  from  our  examination  of 
the  la^  volume,  we  found  many  things  which  deferved  commen- 
dation, and  fome  remarks  which  we  could  not  wholly  approve 
of.  Tlie  hiftorian  certainly  fteps  out  of  his  way  to  comment 
on  Mr.  Burke's  conduft,  and  to  explain  the  fource  of  his  er- 
rors, in  the  opinion  he  formed  refpe<Sl:ing  the  revolution  of 
France.  If  we  had  not  already  feen  that  the  author  had 
brought  forward  the  previous  fa^ls  on  this  fubjccl  with  accu- 
racy and  candour,  we  fliould  have  felt  fome  apprehenfions  for 
the  fidelity  of  his  future  hiftory.  We  mean  not  to  fay  that  the 
mind  of  the  hlflorian  fhould  be  a  rafa  tahulay  fiiould  fufFer  facts 
to  pafs  in  review  before  him,  without  their  making  any  im- 
preffion,  or  his  adopting  any  opinion  :  it  will  be  allowed,  how- 
e\'er,  that  his  fentiments  fhould  not  be  obtrufively  brought  for- 
ward, nor  (liould  they  be  fo  firmly  adhered  to  as  to  diftort  any 
fafts  and  opinions  that  may  pafs  through  this  medium. 

Our  hlftorian*s  opinions,  refpe61:ing  the  armament  on  account 
of  Nootka  Sound,  feem  alfo  erroneous,  and  to  originate  from 
a  litde,  we  had  almoft  faid  perfonal,  averfion  to  the  minifler, 
or  a  geneial  difapprobation  of  his  meafures. 

*  In  or:ler  ro  determine  how  far  this  proceeding  of  the  court  of 
Madrid  rendered  an  armament  on  our  part  neccfl'ary  or  advifable, 
it  is  principally  requifite  that  we  fhould  confider  by  what  motives 
and  principles  the  hoftilides  in  queftion  were  didlated.  It  was  agreed 
on  all  hands,  that  the  value  of  the  trade  to  the  port  of  Nootka 
v/as  exceedingly  trifling  ;  and  it  may  well  be  quellioned  whether 
there  is  any  trade  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  fo  valuable  as  to  ren- 
der it  juftifiable,  for  that  confideration  only,  to  engage  in  a  war. 
It  mull  notwitiillanding  be  admitted,  that,  if  the  motive  of  the 
court  of  Spain  was  to  encroach  upon  our  jufi:  rights,  and  if  they 
were  feeking  an  occafion  for  hoilility,  the  value  of  the  objcia  will 
not,  in  that  cafe,  be  the  only  circumftance  that  it  becomes  us  to 
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take  into  the  account.  But,  if  we  fliould  fuppofe,  that,  wliile 
they  affumed  that  upon  which  they  had  no  juft  claim,  they  were 
prompted  only  b7  milapprehenfion  and  error,  it  is  then  probable 
that  the  conteil  might  have  been  fettled  in  a  mode  lefs  expenfive 
than  that  of  an  armament.  The  having  recourfe  to  an  armament 
upon  all  occafions,  is  undoubtedly  neither  what  rcafon  and  wifdom 
would  diftite,  nor  is  it,  of  all  others,  the  mode  moft  calculated  to 
conciliate.  Our  hcnoyr  only  was  at  ftake,  and  our  honour  might 
probably  have  been  more  efteftually  fecured  by  the  language  of 
reafoPi  and  juftice,  than  by  the  intcrpofition  of  force.  There  are 
other  ways  of  convincing  men  that  you  are  in  earneft,  bcilde  that 
of  putting  yourfelf  in  a  poilurc  of  defence  ;  and  if  Great  Hrltain 
had  juiiice  on  her  fide,  and  if  fne  appeared  firm  and  calmly  perfc- 
vering,  there  is  no  doubt  but  by  thefe  two  circumftances  Ihe  would 
have  carried  her  po;nt,  unlefs  Spain  actually  meditated  hoftilities. 
To  this  it  may  be  added,  that,  Spain  being  actually  perfuaded, 
from  obfolete  claims,  that  the  right  to  the  north-wellern  coaft  of 
America  was  hers,  her  procedure  was  fufficiently  regular  in  feizing 
upon  our  (hips,  and  the  tone  of  our  government  was,  of  confe- 
quence,  a  little  too  high,  when  we  demanded  fatisfa^lion  for  the 
feizure,  previous  to  dilcuflion,  and  thus  began  vvitli  begging  the 
queftion  refpeding  the  obje6l  to  be  difci-fled, 

'  A  flight  recolleftion  of  the  affairs  of  Europe  will  aflifl:  us  ia 
forming  fome  conjecture  as  to  the  point,  whether  Spain  was  feek- 
ing  a  pretence  for  hoiiilities.  Charles  the  Third,  their  late  fove- 
reign,  had  died  in  December  1788  ;  and,  of  confequence,  before 
we  can  impute  a  premeditated  intention  of  hoftility,  we  muil:  fup- 
pofe an  abfolute  coincidence  of  views  between  him  and  Ch.Trles  the 
Fourth,  his  fucceflbr.  The  orders  under  which  the  Spanifh  fri- 
gate aifted,  if  we  imagine  them  to  have  originated  in  the  court  of^ 
Madrid,  muil  have  been  ifTued  under  the  late,  and  purfued  into 
their  confequences  under  the  prefent  king.  But  we  may  rejedl 
this  hypothefis,  and  yet  fappofe,  that,  though  the  occaiion  for 
hoftilities  was  afforded  by  accident,  it  was  improved  by  defign. 
The  probability  of  this  defign  will  be  diminifhed,  if  we  recollc<5l 
the  adual  fit  u;ition  of  the  governm'ent  of  France.  It  is  well  known 
how  much  the  Spaniards,  cf  late  years,  have  depended  upon  the 
K  family  compad;  and  nothing  is  more  certain,  than  their  extreme 
averfion  to  the  engaging  in  war  with  this  country,  unlefs  fupported 
by  the  court  of  Verfailles.  A  more  exteniive  retrofped  to  the  ge- 
neral fituation  of  Europe  will  furnilh  an  additional  argument  on 
the  fame  fide.  The  flames  of  war  already  raged  among  the  nor- 
thern powers;  and,  acording  to  the  eftablifned  principles  of  kings 
and  their  miniflers,  it  was,  under  thefe  circumilances,  highly  im- 
probable that  war  fhould  break  out  on  the  fouthern  fide,  without 
the  two  con  tells  mingling  their  fires,  and  blending  into  one  gene- 
ral fcene  of  hofiility.     But  in  the  prefent  cafe,  bitween  the  two 

principals 


iSi  ^e  Ne"jj  Annual  Regifter  for  1790. 

principals  in  the  northern  war,  the  Ruflians  and  the  Torks,  it 
would  have  been  very  difficult  to  choofe,  fince  both  Spain  and 
Great  Britain,  fo  far  as  they  had  thought  proper  to  engage  in  the 
queftion,  had  already  declared  in  favour  of  the  lurks.' 

Such  language  and  thefe  opinions  are  common ;  but  the 
reafoning  is  not  more  erroneous  than  the  fa6ts  are  unfairly 
ftated.  Spain  had  often  molefted  the  Southern  whale- fifliers, 
and  now  actually  attacked  the  veffels  of  our  countrymen.  She 
had  alfo,  at  this  time,  under  different  pretences,  a  fleet  of 
from  twelve  to  twenty  fail  of  the  line  at  fea,  and  various  pre- 
parations going  on  in  her  dock-yards.  Thefe  are  fa6i:s  no- 
torioufly  public  ;  and  with  vrhat  temper  would  (he,  in  this 
fituation,  have  heard  our  author's  philofophical  remarks  ? 
Again  :  the  hrfb  public  declaration  of  the  Spanifli  court,  under 
the  new  reign,  fliowed  that  the  meafures  of  Charles  III.  were 
ftill  purfued  ;  Count  Florida  Blanca  was  fiill  the  favoured  mi- 
iiifter.  In  (hort,  whatever  be  the  value  of  the  obje£l,  the  con- 
clu6l  of  the  miniitcr  was  highly  meritorious  in  this  armament^. 
But  in  the  value  we  alfo  differ :  it  will  probably  be  immenfe ; 
and  when  confidered  in  conjunftion  with  the  meafures  at  pre- 
fent  going  on,  the  appointment  of  an  intelligent  and  enterpri- 
fing  governor  to  Upper  Canada,  appears  a  plan  equally  judi- 
cious and  well  conducted.  As,  at  prcfent,  however,  the  whole 
is  the  fubje£l:  of  opinion,  we  fhall  not  enlarge,  till  experience 
has  d'exided  who  is  right.  We  ought  indeed  to  add,  that  when 
an  hillorian  chufes  to  decide,  it  (hould  be  on  a  view  of  facSts, 
and  thefe  fatls  (liould  be  carefully  Hated :  it  is  not  declama- 
tion or  philofophical  obfervations  that  the  public  can  be  fa- 
tisfied  with. 

We  fhall  add  only  one  other  extrad  :  it  relates  to  the  cha- 
racter of  M.  Neckcr  •,  and  it  is  executed  with  great  judgment 
and  ability.  The  period  atwhich  this  charadter  is  introduced, 
is  on  his  fecond  appointment,  nt  the  decline  of  the  adminillra- 
tion  of  the  archbifhop  of  Touloufe,  when  a  national  bankrupt- 
cy feemed  almoft  unavoidable. 

*  It  is  natural  to  enquire  what  ivas  the  degree  of  ability,  which 
the  minifter  was  able  to  bring  to  the  encounter  of  fo  many  difiicul- 
ties.  There  is  a  fort  of  ability,  which  confifts  in  reputation,  which 
overawes  cenfure,  infpires  confidence,  and,  leading  den  to  expedl 
the  moft  favourable  event,  contributes  not  a  little  to  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  that  expeftation.  This  fort  of  ability  Mr.  Necker 
very  fully  pofTc  ffed.  He  was  bred  in  mercantile  habits,  and  all 
the  myftery  of  calculation  ;  and  it  is  not  eafy  to  perfuade  the  ge- 
nerality of  mankind  that  a  good  arithmetician  muft  not  of  neccf- 
fity  be  an  excellent  financier.  He  was  what  is  u-fually  termed  dif- 
ittterefted  \  he  declined  receiving  the  emolument*  of  his  office,  and 
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was  more  avaricious  of  praife  than  of  money.  Deftitute  of  the 
graces  of  a  courtier,  he  knew  no  other  road  to  applaufe  than  through 
the  oftentation  of  fevere  and  inflexible  virtue;  and  it  was  not  rea- 
dily fufpedled,  that  the  objeifl  of  the  man,  whom  no  folicitations 
could  bend,  was  general  adulation  and  flattery.  In  the  mean  time, 
with  all  this  exterior  fternnefs,  he  united  a  difpofuion  of  extreme 
tendernefs  ;  not  that  tendernefs,  which  is  founded  ill  the  calcula- 
tions of  reafon,  and  which  would  not  extort  io  much  as  a  tear 
without  being  perfuaded  of  its  falutary  confequences ;  but  that 
tendernefs,  which  fuperfedes  reafon,  which  narrows  the  intelleft, 
and  will  permit  as  to  fee  nothing  but  the  temporary  calamity  that 
misjudging  kjndnefs  may  remove.  The  greatefl:  of  all  the  errors 
of  Mr.  Nccker  has  been  vanity  ;  a  perfuafionthat  nothing  was  too 
diflicult  for  him  to  accomplifli,  and  afelf-complacence,  that  never 
permitted  him  to  fufpedl  the  perfeft  wifdom  and  re(flitude  of  any 
of  his  projedls.  Accordingly,  no  man  was  ever  more  deeply  im- 
bued with  prejudice  and  miftake.  Never  fufFering  himfelf  to 
doubt  of  any  thing  he  had  once  believed,  all  the  abufes  of  policy, 
all  the  errors  that  ignorance  in  lefs  aufpicious  periods  has  engen- 
dered, all  the  implicit  homage  that  rank  and  birth  demand,  have 
found  in  him  an  advocate  and  a  friend.  If  we  credit  Mr.  Necker, 
all  the  advances  that  have  dignified  human  underflanding  have 
been  in  vain.  Even  this  error  was  unaccompanied  in  him  with  that 
fpecioufnefs  and  poetical  fplendour  it  has  fometimes  afliimed.  He 
was  incapable  of  conceiving  a  whole,  and  has  never  failed  to  fa- 
crifice  ultimate  and  univerfal  good  to  the  gratification  of  the  mo- 
ment. Such  in  an  efpecial  manner  has  been  the  principle  of  all 
his  financial  operations  and  his  loans.  Thus  qualified,  he  contem- 
plated his  own  charader  with  admiration  and  ecftafy  :  he  felt  it 
to  be  the  due  of  fuch  all-fufiicient  talents  as  his,  to  fland  aloof  from 
all  concert  and  alliance  ;  and  was  of  confequence  in  many  cafes 
more  ignorant  of  the  intrigues  formed  to  undermine  him,  and  of 
the  true  difpofition  of  his  coadjutors,  than  the  very  humblell  of 
their  attendants  and  friends.* 

The.  reft  of  this  work  is  executed  with  judgment  and  dif- 
cernment.  The  poetry  is  fele£ted  with  better  care  than  in  the 
laft  volume,  and  the  opinions  given  in  the  Domeflic  and 
Foreign  Literature,  are  in  general  juft  and  rational.  We  fhall 
conclude  with  the  recantation  of  the  author  of  the  fonnet  to 
Melancholy,  though  we  think  the  melancholic  vein  fuits  him 
beft.  The  fonnet  itfelf  occurs  in  our  review  of  the  laft  volume 
of  the  Annual  Regifter,  Vol.  lxx.  p.  516. 

*  Sonnet  to  Mifs  Eliza  C — n,  occafioned  by  one  of  that  young 
Lady's, 
'  Sure  mercy  ne'er  afTum'd  a  fairer  form  ! 
Her  bufy  whifp'rings  foothe  my  troubled  foul, 
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The  wayward  paflions  own  her  foft  controul. 

Feel  vernal  funfliine,  and  forget  the  dorm 

Whofe  peft-charg'd  winds  fo  lately  could  deform 

Reafon,  man's  pride  !   that  fhe  with  poifon  foul 

Aim'd  the  keen  dart,  and  drugged  the  maddening  bowL 

Hence  Melancholy  !   feek  the  gloomy  cell 

Of  cloifter'd  monks,  remote  from  beauty's  eye. 

Who  ufelefs  wafte  their  lives  in  apathy  ; 

But  henceforth  foller'd  in  my  breall  Ihall  dwell 

Youthful  defire,  and  joy,  and  revelry  : 

Sweet  mercy  comes  to  banifh  ev'ry  pain. 

The  loves  and  graces  fmiling  in  her  train.' 


Gramina  Pafcua  ;  or,  a  Colleilion  of*  the  Specimens  of  the  com- 
mon Pafture  GraJJcs,  arranged  In  the  Order  of  their  flower- 
zngy  and  accompanied  with  their  Linmean  and  Englifh  Names^ 
as  Ukcwijc  with  familiar  Dcfcriptions  and  Remarks.  By  G. 
SwaynCf  J.  M,     Folio.     iL  is,     Richardfon.      1790. 

^HE  farmer,  to  whofe  eyes  grafs  is  a  familiar  obje£l:,  and  to 
-*-  whofe  mind  it  reprefents  only  a  fmgle  idea,  has  lately  began 
to  examine  the  fubjeft  more  fcientifically,  and  to  fimplify, 
what,  on  his  firft  introduftion  to  the  itudy,  feemed  perhaps 
very  complicAted.  Mr.  Swayne  writes  to  the  lefs  learned  agri- 
culturiit ;  and,  by  means  of  dried  fpecimens,  arranged  accord- 
ing to  the  periods  of  flowering,  gives  a  more  complete  idea 
of  the  plant  than  can  be  procured  by  the  moft  expreffive  plate. 
The  fpecimens,  in  the  copy  before  us,  are  well  chofen,  and 
preferved  with  great  care. 

In  his  Apology  he  tells  us,  that  he  has  not  attempted  to  de-- 
cide  on  the  comparative  advantages  of  different  grafles.  Each 
may  have  their  peculiar  value  in  different  feafons  and  fitua- 
tions  ;  each  may  have  properties  peculiar  to  itfelf,  or  be  ufe- 
ful  to  cattle  of  different  fpecies.  This  is  a  fubjeft  which  can 
be  inveftigated  only  by  careful  experiment,  or  rather  a  feries 
of  experiments,  with  views  equally  extenfive  and  accurate. 
The  fpecies  of  graffes,  as  he  juftly  obferves,  are  iiot  fo  nu- 
merous as  was  once  fuppofed;  and,  when  we  confider  the  fi- 
milarity  of  the  different  genera,  the, vicinity  of  their  lituation, 
&c.  it  is  not  furprifing  that  varieties  fhould  frequently  occur  i 
it  is  remarkable  that  there  fhould  be  no  more. 

The  firft  is  the  poa  annua,  common  dwarf  poa;  the  ear- 
liefl  and  moft  frequent  grafs  in  untrodden  paflures,  but  the 
mofl  rare  in  meadows,  from  its  being  an  annual,  and  a  ten- 
der plant.  It  is,  our  author  remarks,  very  odoriferous,  though 
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i^e  vernal  *  has  generally  bfeen  fuppofed  to  be  the  only  grafs 
whofe  odour  is  lenfible  or  pleafing.  The  fecond  is  the  an- 
thoxanthum  odoratum,  the  fweet  fcented  or  vernal  grafs,  ea- 
fily  dillinguilhed,  as  it  is  fpiked,  and  from  its  odour  when  rul>- 
bed.  This  is  the  grafs  fuppofed  by  Mr.  Marfhall  to  injure 
the  cheefe  by  heaving.  The  alopecurus  pratenfis,  tlie  mea- 
dow fox-tail,  is  a  very  early  grafs ;  and  one  peculiarity  is  men- 
tioned, which  we  do  not  recollect  in  any  former  author,  that 
the  ilalk  continues  green  and  fueculent,  after  the  hufks  are 
dropped  off.  This,  adds  Mr.  Swayne^  will  no  doubt  be  look- 
ed on  to  be  a  circumllance  in  irs  favour  as  a  hay-grafs.  A 
kind  of  fly  preys  on  its  feeds^  and  might  foon  exterminate  the 
fpecies,  it  the  larvse  of  this  infedl  were  not  a  prey  to  a  fpecies 
of  bug. 

The  bromiis  mollis,  foft  brome  grafs,  is  a  biennial,  and 
confequently  not  common  in  paftures,  as  it  is  ufually  eaten 
down  before  it  comes  to  feed.  In  mowing  ground  it  is  fre- 
quent, for  the  feeds  are  ripe  previous  to  the  hay-making  fea- 
fon,  and  fcattered  copioufly  at  that  time.  This  is  the  grafs 
whofe  feeds  have  been  mixed  with  corn  for  bread  ;  but  in  too 
large  a  proportion  it  injures  the  tafte  of  the  bread,  and  pro- 
duces difagreeable  giddinefs. 

The  poa  pratenfis  &  trivialis,  fraooth  and  rough-ftalkecj 
meadow-grafs,  refemble  each  other,  as  is  well  known  to  bc- 
lanifts,  in  their  panicles.  The  firft  flowers  moft  early,  and 
is  propagated  very  rapidly  in.  light  foils,  by  its  creeping  roots. 
The  fecond  flowers  about  a  week  later,  very  near  the  end  of 
May,  and  it  is  the  ftalk  only  which  gives  the  Englifh  trivial 
name,  for  the  early  leaves  are  very  delicate.  The  other  dif- 
tinftions  are  common  in  every  botanical  work.  Mr^  Swayn^ 
feems  to  think  that  a  little  flaked  lime  would  probably  deftroy 
the  downy  fubftance  of  the  feed,  which  prevents  it  being  fcat-^  i 
tered  in  fowing. 

The  feftuca  ovina,  rubra  &  duriufcula,  fheeps,  purple  and 
hard  fefcue  of  Hudfon,  have  occafioned  much  controverfy. 
The  general  fize,  as  Mr.  Swayne  properly  obferves,  diflin- 
guifhes  the  fmaller  from  the  meadow  fefcue*  Some  feeds  of 
the  Imall  fefcue,  from  the  top  of  a  wall,  were  fown  in  a  richer 
foil,  and  the  plants,  as  might  be  expected,  were  larger :  the  fpe- 
cies feemed  to  be  the  ovina ;  but  the  refult  not  only  agreed  with 
the  feiluca  ovina,  but  the  rubra  &  duriufcula.  From  this  ac- 
count, thefe  three  reputed  fpecies  feem  to  be  varieties  only : 
the  fpecimen  which  Mr.  Swayne  procured,  he  has  no  doubt,  is 


*  Wc  have  generally  preferred  the  Englifli  namc<  of  Curtis,  u.'Jefs  where 
particolarly  tiicnttonod. 
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the  *  grarrtcn  pratenfe  panicula  duriore,  laxa  unam  partei^ 
fpe6lante'  of  Ray.  Mr.  Curtis,  he  fuppofes,  would  call  it  the 
duriufcula.  He  mentions  the  different  opinions  of  Hudfon, 
Withering,  and  Martyn.  The  profcifor's  opinion  that  the 
flote  fefcue,  in  a  dry  foil,  would  become  fucceflively  the  fpikecl 
and  the  meadow  felcue  ;  arid  that  even  tlie  tall  fefcue  is  no| 
decidedly  a  different  fpecies,  Mr.  Swayne  does  not  find  con- 
firmed by  experiment.  In  a  dry  foil,  the  flote  fefcue  died. 
He  fufpecSls  indeed  the  fpiked  and  the  meadow  fefcue,  (folia- 
cea  &  pratenfis)  to  be  varieties  of  the  fame  fpecies,  the  fpikes 
rcfulting  from  a  deficiency  of  the  ramifications  of  the  panicle, 
in  a  coarfe  foil,  and  the  tall  fefcue,  he  admits,  is  very  fimilar 
tt>  the  pratenfis. 

The  briza  media,  or  the  middle  quaking  grafs,  or  cow-quakes 
of  Huflfon^  owes  its  name  to  the  weight  of  the  fpikelets,  and 
the  flexibility  of  the  foot-italks.  Tl>e  name  explains  the  com- 
mon proverb  of  Ray — *  May,  come  flie  early,  come  flie  late, 
makes  the  cow  quake.*  It  now  bloflbms  in  June,  and  Mr. 
Swayne  afks  if  this  does  not  lliow  our  fprings  tcyht  later  than 
fovmeily.  The  May-duke  cherry  is  a  fimilar  inftance;  and 
we  know  more  tlian  one  fair  held  by  an  old  tenure  of  produc- 
iiig  bread  from  new  wheat,  that  for  the  greater  number  o£ 
years  has  been  kept  up  by  producing  bread  made  from  greol 
corn,  though  we  may  fuppofe,  that  originally  the  wheat  was 
mod  commonly  ripe  at  that  period.  In  the  feeds  of  the  briza 
media,  if  carefully  difle^led  in  a  microfcope,  the  future  grafa 
V.  ith  its  root  and  leaves  may  be  feen  perfectly  formed. 

The  da'.'^ylis  glomerata,  Mr.  Swayne  tells  us,  in  oppofition 
fo  an  obfervation  of  Mr.  Lightfoot,  has  not  a  creeping-root, 
ind  is  not  properly  a  couch  grafs,  a  corruption  of  quick  or 
living  grafs,  changed  fucceffively  to  quick  and  couch.  Itpro-^ 
duces  few  fioweniig  flrJks  in  proportion  to  its  leaves. 

The  avena  clatior,  the  tall  oat  grafs,  is  an  exception  to  the 
ijeneral  rule  that  perennial  graffes  do  not  produce  flowering 
italks  the  firfl  feafon  :  the  cat's-tail  is  the  only  other  inftance. 
The  feftuca  pratenfis  we  mention  again,  as  it  occurs  in  the 
order  :  our  author  recommends  it  to  be  wiiolly  eradicated  as  3 
very  coaife  grafs.  It  is  only  ufeful,  he  tells  us,  as  a  memento 
for  the  neceftity  of  draiiiing. 

The  loiium  perenne,  the  rye  grafs  of  Withering,  affords  lit- 
tle fubjedl  of  remark.  The  wild  grafs  flowers  later  than  the 
luiiivated  plant,  and  there  is  Ibme  reafon  to  think,  according 
to  our  author,  that  in  cultivation,  its  nature  is  changed. 

In  the  account  of  the  eynofurus  criilatus  is  a  ciTcumflance 
iict  generally  known.  Herbivorous  animals,  it  isobferved,  in  a 
pailure,  eat  tlie  grafs,  and  generally  leave  the  dry  (lalks^  This 
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is  Jjartlcularly  the  cafe  with  the  dog's-tail  grafs,  now  under 
confideration,  and  it  is  explained  more  accurately  by  Mr. 
Swayne,  than  by  thofe  who  attribute  it  to  inftin£t.  The 
ftalks  of  this  grafs  rife  up  about  the  latter  end  of  June, 
when  grafles  are  plenty,  fo  that  the  temptation  is  lefs  ftrong, 
and  the  ftalks  of  this  fpecies  are  hard  and  tough,  and  the 
flowers  furrounded  with  a  peftinated  fence,  which  make  them 
a  lefs  agreeable  food.  In  an  experiment  on  the  comparative 
increafe  of  grafles,  the  tall  oat  and  the  meadow  fefcue  were 
by  much  the  moft  productive ;  the  crefted  dog's-tail  the  leaft : 
the  yellow  oat  (avena  flavefcens,  which  follows)  was  very  little 
Its  fuperior.     This  grafs  affords  no  othej:  fubjedt  of  remark. 

Holcus  laniatus,  meadow  foft  grafs,  appeared  in  one  in- 
ilance  a  very  tender  plant. — ^The  agroftis  capilaris,  fine  bent, 
was  found,  contrary  to  the  general  nature  of  the  bents,  to  be 
in  great  perfecStion  in  a  fandy  foil. 

Hordeum  pratenfe,  the  meadow  barley-gf afs  of  Hudfon,  is 
fometimes  confounded  with  the  hay-bennet,  hordeum  muri- 
num.  The  pratenfe  is  confidered  by  Dr.  Withering  as  a  va- 
adety  of  the  murinum.  They  differ,  however,  in  many  ref- 
pcci:5,  particularly  in  the  pratenfe  being  a  petennial  plant,  and 
the  other  an  annual. 

The  phleum  pratenfe,  the  meadow  cat's-tail  of  Hudfon,  Is 
faid  to  be  the  Timothy-grafs  of  the  Americans ;  but  this  is  pro- 
bably a  miilake,  or  it  grows  there  with  greater  luvurianee  thaa 
In  England ;  for  It  is  faid  to  be  repeatedly  mowed,  in  one  fea- 
fon,  as  green  fodder. 

The  agroftis  alba,  the  marfh-bent  of  Hudfon,  is  the  laft  grafs 
mentioned.  The  bents  are  various  in  their  forms,  and  uncer- 
tain in  their  characters ;  nor  is  it  of  confequence  to  trace  the 
different  opinions  of  botanifts  refpe£ting  their  fpecies  or  varie- 
ties. It  flowers  late,  and  Is  more  often  propagated  by  run- 
ners, like  ftrawberries,  than  by  feed.  In  the  fpecimens  of  the 
bents,  in  this  collection,  the  awn  (arifta)  is  wanting. 

We  have  now  mentioned  all  the  fpecies  of  grafs,  preferved 
by  our  author,  adding  to  each  the  little  circumftances  of  uti- 
lity or  curiofity  which  occurred  to  us.  The  laft  part  of  the 
volume  relates  to  the  famous  Orchefton  grafs,  whofe  luxuri^ 
ance  and  merits  were  fuppofed  to  be  owing  to  a  new  fpecies, 
though  they  appeared  to  be  only  occafioned  by  the  overflow- 
ing of  a  neighbouring  brook,  which  iffued  from  fome  calca- 
reous hills.  Air.  Curtis  thought  the  poa  trivialis  and  the  agro- 
ftis alba  the  moft  frequent  fpecies  in  this  meadow ;  but  the  moft 
copious  grafs  next  to  the  poa  was,  according  to  his  own  enumera- 
tion, the  triticum  repens,  the  common  couch  grafs.  This  cer- 
tainly cannot  form  a  very  fertile  pafture,and  it  may  have  crept  in 
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wKen  the  turfs  were  planted  in  the  garden.  Mr.  Swayne  fu^ 
pc£ls,  with  great  reafon,  that  the  alopecurus  pratenfis  was 
the  grafs  moft  predominant.  Our  author  next  clafles  the 
grafles  as  they  may  be  with  moll  advantage  fown  together, 
©n  the  fuppofition  that  they  are  in  the  moll;  perfe£l  Rate  about 
the  time  of  flowering,  and  gives  two  arrangements,  accord- 
ing as  three  or  five  crops  are  wanted.  *  The  annual  meadow,, 
vernal,  fmooth-ftalked  meadow,^  fm alter  fefcuc,  dog's  tail,  yel- 
low oat,  and  fine-bent  are,  he  tells  us,  bed  for  Uieep-,  the 
reft  for  the  larger  kind  of  cattle.  The  foft  bsome,,  fmooth- 
ftalked  meadow,  fmaller  fefcue,  and  yellow  oat,,  are  partial  to 
dry  foils ;  the  vernal,  fox-tail,  rough-ftalked  meadow,  quaks- 
-  grafs,  meadow  fefcue,  foft  grafs,  meadow  barley,  cat*s-tail, 
and  marfli-bent,  flouriilr  moft  in  moift  foils.  Soils  of  an  iu- 
termediare  quality  will  beft  fuit  the  remainder/ 

Moral  (ind  Phikfsphical  Suggcflions  on  various  Stthjc^s,  rela- 
tive to  Human  Pcrfc^ion  and  Happinefs^.  Didadic  Lec- 
tures*    ^  Foh.   ^vo.  lbs.    boards.    White- f?«^  Son.      1790* 

'TPHIS  work  may  be  confidered  as  a  continuation  of  the 
-■•  four  volumes  of  '  Moral  and  Fhilofophical  Eftimates'  no- 
ticed in  our  LXixth  volume,  p.  51.  and  it  is  diftinguifhed  by 
the  {iame  good  fcnfe,  the  fame  manly  and  rational  piety ;  rea- 
foning  equally  judicious  and  perfuafive^  We  find  that,  in 
reality,  the  eight  volumes  are  a  tranflatiou  from  the  Sermons 
of  Profeflbr  Soltikbw,  firft  publilhed  in  the  German  lan- 
guage. 

As  we  cannot  ex'amine  the  contents  of  thefe  mlfcellaneous 
volumes  particularly,  for  it  would  fwell  our  article  to  an  im- 
proper extent  j  and  as  the  reafoning  and  obfervations  of  our 
author  keep  an  even  tenor,  we  fhall  fele£l  from  each  volume 
fome  fubjecl,  which  appears  to  us  particularly  interefting,,  or 
in  which  the  profelTor's  fuccefs  is  peculiarly  confpieuous. 
The  contents  of  the  firft  volume  are,— Of  the  Evils  that  are 
m  the  World— Juftification  of  Divine  Providence,  in  regard 
to  the  terreftrial  Welfare  of  the  Impious  and  the  pious. — The 
"principal  Sources  of  UnbeUef. — Strictures  on  fome  Prejudicea 
againft  Chriftianity. — Strictures  on  fome  Prejudices  againft 
the  Chriftian  Morality. — Directions  for  learning  to  pray  from 
the  Heart, 

Of  thefe  effays,  that  on  natural  and  moral  evil  feems  parti* 
cularly  valuable.  The  cheerful  piety  of  the  author  leads  him 
to  reconcile  the  difcontented  complainer  to  the  eircumftances 
which  neceflarily  attend  this  life,,  and  which  he  confiders  as 
evils.  He  endeavours  to  fliow,  that  what  are  commonly 
called  evils  are  fometlmes  the  neceffhry  limitations  of  our  na- 
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turc  aud  powers.  As  men,  we  have  diftinc^  properties  and 
capacities,  nor  ought  we  to  confider  it  as  evil,  that  we  have 
not  the  eye  of  the  eagle,  or  the  unlimited  views  of  a  fuperior 
being.  Sometimes  the  reputed  evils  are  warnings  againft 
greater  misfortunes*  Thus  pai^n  leads  us  to  avoid  an  obje£l 
which  fo  feelingly  threatens  injury;  the  laffitude  fubfequent 
to  irregularity  warns  us  of  its  injury  to  health. 

*  So  alfo  is  it  with  the  difagreeaWe,  the  painful  confeqnences, 
by  which  wrath,  voluptuoufncfs,  every  inordinate,  violent  paflion 
is  attended  in  our  body.  They  are  warnings  of  llill  greater  evils. 
They  are  powerful  incentives  to  become  better  and  happier.  What 
indifoofition,  what  ravages*  would  not  fuch^paffions  occafion,  not 
•ouly  in  the  man  who  is  addifted  to  them,  but  likewife  in  other 
perfons  with  whom  he  is  conneded,  if  the  man  hdmfelf  did  not 
fufFer  under  them  ;  if  their  impetuofiry  were  not  tempered  by  pain- 
ftil  fenfations  ;  if  we  were  not  impelled  by  them  to  beware  of  their 
firft  attack  !  Long,  long  ago  would  all  fecial  pleafures  have  been 
deftroved,  and  fociety  itfelf  have  fallen  to  the  ground,  had  we 
been  .dellitute  of  fuch  forcible  fuggeftions  and  reftraiuts. 

'  Dee*  pain  then  come  upon  thee,  Oman!  Haft  thou  the  un- 
pleaCint  idea  of  anderminicg  decay  in  thy  body.;  yet  murmur  not 
againft  the  Moft  High  ;  doubt  not  ©f  his  goodnefs,  at  the  very  time 
he  is  giving  thee  frefli  indications  of  it.  Much  rather  confefs,  in 
this  very  pain,  the  voice  of  thy  father,  warn-ng  his  wandering 
child,  who  merely  inflidls  thefe  difagreeable  fenfations,  not  for 
the  fake  of  making  him  fufFer,  but,  bccaufe  this  is  the  beft,  the 
only  way  of  averting  from  him  fufFerings  liill  more  fevere,  and 
.even  of  fecuring  him  from  thefe  lighter  forrows,  if  he  will  but 
hearken  to  this  warning ,  voice,  and  follow  it  with  conftaut  obe- 


•  What  Is  true  of  bodilypain,  or  fuch  as  arifes  from  the  ftate 
of  the  body,  holds  good  likewife  of  mental  pain,  or  fuch  as  is  found- 
ed merely  in  the  images  of  the  mind.  Difguft,  trouble,  vexation, 
grief,  fliame,  difappointed  hope,  is  mental  pain.  They  are  cer- 
.tainly  unpleafant,  painful  fenfations,  tliat  arife  when  a  man  fees 
that  he  has  miilaken  ths  truth,  and  has  plunged  into  error^  that 
•he  has  entered  upon  foolifh  and  hurtful  affairs,  or  had  executed 
good  undertakings  badly.  They  are  unpleafant,  painful  fenfations 
that  arife  v/hen  a  man,  by  or  without  his  own  fault,  fails  in  his  de- 
figns,  murt  forego  his  purpofes,  errs  in  his  fuppofitions  and  his  ex- 
petiilations  ;  when  a  man  has  allowed  himfelf  to  be  over-reached  by 
the  cheat,  blinded  by  the  flatterer,  deceived  by  the  falfe  friend ; 
'when  he  lofes  the  outward  diftinflion  and  goods  in  which  he  made 
the  whole  of  his  happincfs  to  confift,  or  reckoned  as  an  eifen  al 
^^art  of  it  J  when  a  man  renders  his  own  charadcr  contemptible  by 
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^afily  avoidable  follies  and  weaknefles.  All  thefe,  and  a  hundred 
other  things  of  the  fame  kind,  to  a  man  of  a  feeling  heait,  may 
be  as  painful,  and  ftill  more  fo,  than  the  indifpofitions  and  diftem- 
pers  that  arife  in  his  body.  But  even  this  pain,  how  deeply  foever 
it  may  wound  us,  is  not  abfolutely  bad  in  itfelf.  Even  this  paig 
is  an  admonition  to  beware  of  greater  evils.  Its  tendency  is,  to 
make  us  careful  in  the  inveftigation  of  truth ;  confiderate  in  our 
conclufions  and  undertakings ;  circumfped  in  the  choice  of  our 
friends  and  familiars,  in  the  profecution  of  our  defigns,  in  the  ap- 
plication of  the  means  thereto;  attentive  to  the  whole  of  our  con- 
duct, and  even  to  the  lea^  of  our  adionsj  modeft  in  our  judg- 
ments and  expedations  ;  moderate  and  temperate  in  the  enjoyment 
of  our  fortunes.  Were  it  not  for  thefe  painful  fenfations,  we  Ihould 
be  ever  adding  error  to  error,  failing  to  failing,  be  deceived  by 
every  femblance,  become  the  prey  and  the  fport  of  every  impoftor, 
be  conllantly  judging  and  afting  with  greater  raihnefs  and  folly, 
ever  be  flattered  by  idle  hopes,  and  never  become  prudent  and 
wife.' 

Many  things  alfo,  our  author  remarks,  which  appear  to  be 
evils,  are  the  means  of  advantages,  that  greatly  compenfate 
thefe  evils.  If  man,  for  inilance,  is  not  as  impenetrable  as 
iron,  he  poffeiTes  fenfibility,  Vv'hich  w^ould  be  incompatible 
with  iron.  Other  things,  that  we  reckon  evils,  are  incentives 
to  the  developement  and  exertions  of  our  powers.  Our  naked 
fenfible  bodies  lead  us  to  exert  our  talents  in  providing  cloaths  ; 
the  weeds  of  the  fields  fharpen  the  induflry  of  man  •,  and  the 
inundation  of  rivers  lead  him  to  confine  diem  with  banks. 
Our  moral  improvement,  and  our  progrefs  in  virtue,  are  af- 
lifted  by  the  fame  means  :  thus  difficulties  and  opp«fitlon, 
teach  us  meeknefs,  patience,  and  firmnefs ;  injuries  fofler  a 
greatnefsof  mind,  placability,  and  forgivenefs  ;  lofs  of  fortune 
may  lead  us  to  refignation,  moderation,  and  temperance. 
Moral  evils  are  improved  to  our  advantage  by  a  fimilar  courfe 
of  reafoning ;  and  our  author,  with  admirable  temper,  and 
cool  judgment,  thus  improves  every  part  of  the  furrounding 
.  fcene,  to  the  advantage  of  our  mind,  to  our  progrefs  in 
religion,  and  a  dependence  on  the  love  of  God. 

Another  fubje6t  of  the  firft  volume,  which  we  thought  in 
the  perufal  particularly  interefting,  was  the  ftri^tures  on  fome 
prejudices  againft  Chriftianity.  The  prejudices  which  pro- 
feflbr  Soltikow  particularly  notices,  are  thofe  which  arife  from 
fome  incidental  circumftances,  rather  than  an  enlarged  and 
cc  mprehenfive  view  of  the  whole  fubje£V.  Our  author  con- 
fiders  five  different  prejudices  of  this  kind  ;  i.  the  imaginary  or 
a(3:ual  difficulties  in  the  New  Teftament  j  2.  the  narrow  lirriits 
afiigned  to  Chriftianity  on  the  face  of  the  earth  j  3.  the  nume- 
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rous  fe£!ts  into  which  Chriflians  are  divided  j  4.  the  wars  and 
perfccutlons  which  Chrlfllanity  has  occafioned,  or  Chriflians 
been  fubje£l  to  ;  5.  the  inconhderable  influence  it  has  had  on 
the  lives  and  difpofitions  of  its  profeflbrs. — The  anfwers  to 
thefe  prejudices  are  juft  and  fatisfa6tory.  Our  author  con- 
tends, with  great  propriety,  that  while  the  objects  conftantly 
before  us  are  unintelligible ;  while  their  various  fun£^ions  are 
inexplicable,  it  is  not  furprifnig  that  we  (hould  not  be  able  to 
give  an  account  of  the  whole  council  of  God,  or  find  his  ways 
plain,  fimple,  and  obvious.  The  progrefs  of  Chriftianity  for 
fome  wife  reafons  is  flow;  gradually  extending  over  one  whole 
continent,  it  feems  ftationary  almoft  in  that  in  which  it  was 
tfirfl:  promulgated.  Circumftances,  that  we  cannot  under- 
lland,  or  explain,  have  hitherto  prevented  the  fubje£lion  of 
the  crefcent  to  the  crofs ;  and,  from  what  we  can  fee,  we 
ought  to  believe,  that  this  delay  is  a  meafure  equally  wife  and 
benevolent,  when  furveyed  in  the  moll  extenfive  fcale,  and 
cajculated  for  the  happlnefs  of  the  whole. 

Neither  are  the  various  fe6ls  of  Chrillians  of  real  injury  to 
the  caufe  of  Chrift.  The  extravagant  and  erring  fpirit  will 
often  wander  beyond  its  confines,  in  inveftlgating  caufes, 
tracing  relations,  explaining  connections,  and  endeavouring 
to  bring  thp  ways  of  Omnipotence  within  mortal  ken. 

*  All  chriflians,  whatever  diftinftive  name  they  bear,  in  prln" 
ciples  agree  with  each  other.  They  all  receive  the  facred  writings 
as  a  divine  revelation,  and  demondrate  their  truth,  their  validity, 
their  heavenly  origin,  by  the  very  fame  arguments.  They  all  re^ 
vere  the  Divine  Providence,  which  preferves  and  governs  all, 
which  is  continually  attentive  to  mankind,  which  punifhes  and  re- 
wards them.  They  all  acknowledge  Jefus  Chrift  for  a  divine 
teacher,  for  a  heavenly  meffenger,  tor  the  greatell  benefactor  to 
mankind,  for  our  Lord  and  King.  They  all  believe  that  he  came 
into  the  world  at  a  ftated  time  ;  that  he  led  a  life  of  confummate  vir- 
tue,thathe  taught  a  holy  and  excellent  do<ftrine;  that  he  fufFered  inno- 
cently and  voluntarily,  that  he  died,  ard  rofe  again  from  the  dead  ; 
that  after  his  refurre(ftion  he  was  exalted  to  fupreme  glory  and  might ; 
and  that  he  imparled  his  fpirit ;  by  the  operation  of  which  the 
apoftles  were  enabled  powerfully  to  combat  fuperllitlon,  idolatry, 
and  vice,  and  to  difTeminate  truth  and  virtue  in  the  world.  They 
all  acknowledge  thcmielves  to  be  bound  and  obligated  to  follow 
the  example  of  their  Lord  and  Mafter,  and  to  live  foberly,  right- 
eoufly,  and  godlily.  In  fine,  they  all  believe,  that  Chrift  will 
come  again  hereafter,  and  judge  the  world  ;  that  he  will  reward 
every  one  according  to  his  works  ;  that  the  obftinate  fmner  has  the 
heavieft  puniftiment  to  dread,  and  the  pious  to  expe(5t  an  exceeding 
and  eternal  weight  of  gloiy.     liuc  if  we  cannot  deny,  that  thcfc 
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*re  the  cficntial  axioms  of  religion  and  chriftianityj  and  if  it  ht 
*^ertain,  that  they  are  adopted  and  maintained  of  all  who  bear  the 
name  cf  Chriftians  ;  then  the  diverfny  in  tlieir  other  opinions  is  fo 
far  from  juflifyicg  us,  either  in  doubt  or  unbelief,  that  it  rather 
gives  a  new  degree  of  credibility  to  thofe  axioms ;  fince  it  is  plain 
From  thence,thatthey  mufl  be  founded  on  the  ftrongell  and  moll  con- 
vincing demonftration,  as  it  would  not  elfe  be  poffible  for  fo  many 
pcrfons,  of  fuch  oppofite  dilpofitions  and  ways  of  thinking  to  be  in 
perfed  confent  together  in  fuch  a  number  of  ijnpprtant  article^.' 

The  want  of  a  Chriftian  fpirit,  father  than  of  Chriftianity, 
it  is  remarked,  has  been  the  cauf<?  of  the  various  divifions> 
and  the  rancor,  with  which  controverfy  las  been  carried  on. 
Wars  and  perfecutions  have  a  fimilar  origin  ;  and  the  beft 
eftablilhmerits  are  often  fubjeft  to  abufc  from  the  errors  of 
thofe  by  whom  they  are  conduded.  In  reality,  however,  re- 
ligion hay  been  introduced  as  a  fpecious  auxiliary,  as  a  colour 
to  worfe  motives  *,  and  in  general  had  very  little  concern  with 
thofe  fccnes  which  Chriftianity  would  blufh  to  own.  The 
faults  of  its  profeflbrs  C^i]  call  no  ftain  on  that  religion,  unlefs 
it  can  be  (hown  to  be  connecleti  with  their  tenets.  Does  the 
Chriftian  dodrine  encourage  one  vipe  ?  Does  it  not  rather  in- 
culcate every  virtue  •,  virtues  which  uninfpired  man  could  nevr.r 
feel,  and  which  the  pureft  philofophy  fcarcely  hinted  at  ? 
Whatever  may  therefore  be  the  faults  of  Chriftians,  or  even 
theminifters  of  Chrift,  they  ought  not  to  fully  his  do6]:rines. 

Other  objedions  arc  equally  falfe  and  futile.  Some  con- 
tend, that,  at  bottom,  it  is  only  the  morality  of  reafon  -,  that 
its  dodrines  are  auftere,  and  its  precepts  impracticable  -,  that 
it  deprelTes  the  heart  of  man,  and  renders  him  unfit  for  fecial 
and  active  employment.  Thefe  objections  our  author  an- 
fwers  at  fome  length  ;  but  an  anfwer  was  needlefs  :  it  is 
enough  to  deny,  that  they  are  founded  either  in  the  letter  or 
rhe  fpirit  of  the  gofpel ;  they  originate  from  partial  views,  the 
mifreprefentations  of  the  enemies  of  the  doctrines  of  Chrift, 
and  a  very  incomplete  knowledge  of  the  fyftems  of  the  ancient 
j)hilofophers. 

The  fecond  volume  contains  eflays  on — Some  of  the  prin- 
tipul  and  moft  ufual  Faults  in  Education.—Of  forming  the 
Minds  of  Children.— Of  forming  the  Hearts  of  Children. — 
Of  training  up  Children  to  the  primary  Virtues  in  particular. 
^— Of  training  up  Children  to  Religion  and  to  Chriftianity.—. 
General  Obferyations  on  Education,  and  Rules  to  be  cbfcivcd 
therein.— Of  the  Detriment  and  Danger  of  too  clofe  a  Pur- 
luit  o£  DifTipation  and  Diverfions. — Thoughts  on  public  Di- 
vot fions.— -The  Importance  of  9ne  Year.-— Of  public  Divcr- 
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As  a  fpeclmen  of  our  autlldr's  opiiiions  on  thefe  fubje£ls,  w6 
Ihall  notice  his  fiAthfcrmon,  which  confirts  of  the  general  obje^bs 
of  education,  as  it  contains  many  parts  of  the  fubjetl  of  the 
former  difcourfes.  It  is  a  juft  remark,  that  thofe  engaged  in 
the  important  bufinefs  of  education,  ought  to  conf^ler,  that  the 
obje£l  of  their  care  is  a  creature  neither  merely  rational,  nor 
merely  animal.  Sehfuulity  and  reafon  are  to  be  brought  into 
confonance,  and  tend  to  one  object.  The  fenfes  then  are  not 
to  be  the  only  method  of  judging  of  the  value  of  external 
things ;  nor  is  the  tutor  to  fhow  himfelf,  by  an  arbitrary  and 
capricious  condu(Sl:,  to  be  wholly  without  reafon.  On  the 
contrary,  it  is  wrong  to  expert  that  accurate  reflsdion,  deep 
obfervation,  grave  fedate  behaviour  in  children,  that  are  the 
ornaments  of  more  advanced  life.  They  mud  be  allowed 
innocent/ports  ;  their  lively  playful nefs  muft  be  occafionally 
indulged  ;  they  muft  be  permitted  to  feel  the  bad  confequences 
of  their  mifcondu^l ;  and  their  eagernefs  and  emulntion  muft 
be  moderated  only,  and  directed  to  proper  views.  The  tutor 
muft  himfelf  be  cautious  to  prefqrve  the  proper  refpe£t,  by  a 
Jleadinefs  and  prudence,  by  reafoning  with  the  child  in  2 
manner  fuitable  to  his  years,  and  by  fhowing,  in  every  in- 
flance,  the  fuperior  advantages  of  prudence,  reflecliion  and 
experience.  The  tutor  ftiould  have  alfo  a  fixed  plan,  and 
purfue  it  ftedfaftly. 

*  Do  not  expcd  that  every  good  feed  you  Mil  into  the  earth 
IJiall  immediately  fprout  upwards,  and  bear  fruit  at  your  appoint- 
ed time.  It  may  frequently  lie  long  concealed  in  the  earth  ;  it 
may  feem  to  be  totally  dead  ;  and  at  length  continued  culture,  or 
fome  unexpecled  favourable  circumftance,  fhall  rellore  it  to  life, 
and  reward  your  patience  with  the  hopes  of  a  bleffed  h.irveft.  Ma« 
ny  leffons  of  vvifdom  muft  be  repeated  a  hundred  times  before  the 
teacher  (hall  be  able  to  deliver  them  in  a  way  fuited  to  the  com- 
prehenfion  of  his  fcholar.  Many  a  bad  habit,  many  a  froward 
trick,  muft  be  attacked  a  hundred  times  in  vain,  before  it  abates 
of  its  force,  and  gives  room  to  attainments  of  a  contrary  cart. 
Many  a  virtue  muft  as  often  be  recommended  without  effed,  till 
at  length  it  appears  in  the  light,  and  prefents  itfelf  to  the  child,  or 
the  youth,  in  the  form  that  moves  his  heart,  and  ^ains  his 
efteem  and  love.  Intelligence  and  fenfibility  are  frequently  very 
late  in  their  appearance,  and  then  fiiew  themfelvcs  at  once  in  fo 
xnuch  vigour,  as  more  than  compenlates  for  all  the  previous  at- 
tempts that  were  ineftedlual  to  call  them  forth.  Wifdom  and  vir- 
tue, and  the  Fear  of  God,  are  prerogatives  not  to  be  produced 
at  once,  and  not  to  be  prefervcd  without  pains :  they  are  fove- 
reigns  that  muft  long  difpute  the  field  with  folly  and  vice,  before 
they  can  ^et  the  command  of  our  hearts.  Seize  every  opportu- 
nity 
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nity  to  aflift  them  in  the  conqueft ;  never  be  weary  of  engaging 
the  enemy,  till  he  is  tired  out  with  your  oppofltion,  conftantly  cal- 
ling to  mind,  that  the  years  of  childhood  and  early  youth  are  on- 
ly adapted  to  fowing,  and  not  to  reaping.  Let  the  unfuccefsful 
teffe£ls  of  your  labours  make  you  ever  more  attentive  to  yourfelf, 
to  your  pupils,  and  to  every  circumftance,  even  to  the  leafl;  but 
let  them  not  render  you  difpirited  and  weary.  Look  for  the  caufe 
of  it  rather  in  the  erroneous  manner  in  which  you  proceed,  tha;i 
in  the  impoflibility  of  happily  fucceeding  ;  and  let  not  your  felF- 
love  prevent  you  from  reftifying  thefe  errors  as  foon  as  you  dif- 
cover  them  ;  fo,  however,  as  that  this  alteration  in  your  method  be 
not  very  confpicuous,  left  it  fhould  diminiQi  the  confidence  your 
pupils  have  in  you.  Call  yourfelf  frequently  to  account  for  the 
diligence  and  fidelity  you  exert  in  this  employment  ;  converfe  up- 
on it  with  your  friends,  and  make  ufe  of  their  fagacity  and  ex- 
perience ;  and  if  ftill,  with  the  good  ceftimony  of  your  confcience, 
you  do  not  reach  your  aim^,  or  but  very  imperfedly,  then  you 
have  only  to  cherifh  the  refledion,that  you  have  Itrained  every  nerve 
to  do  all  you  could  with  the  means  and  faculties  with  which  God 
has  entruftcd  you  ;  and  that,  under  the  government  of  a  wife  and 
gracious  providence,  even  every  iincere  endeavour,  though  we  can- 
liot  difcern  its  fuccefs,  cannot  be  abfolutely  loll.* 

The  tutor,  our  author  alfo  obferves,  muft  not  be  difheart- 
cned  by  an  apparent  want  of  fuccefs  at  firft  ;  but  mult  purfuc 
his  plan  with  lleadinefs ;  and  animate  himfelf  to  diligence, 
by  frequent  refle£tion  on  the  importance  of  his  taflc. 

The  thoughts  on  public  diverfions,  the  neceffity  of  refle£l- 
ing  on  the  degree  of  pleafure  felt,  of  enquiring  u^hether  it 
was  adequate  to  the  trouble  or  the  expedlations,  and  examin- 
ing with  care,  whether  fin  may  not  havd  been  mixed  with 
amufement,  and  folly  with  diverfion,  is  an  excellent  difcourfe. 
We  fliould  have  enlarged  farther  on  it,  if  our  limits  had  per- 
mitted. 

The  difcourfes  in  the  third  volume  are  more  mifcellaneous : 
we  fhall  only  tranfcribe  the  fubje£ls.— How  a  Man  may  and 
fhould  make  Religion  liis  main  Concern. — Sin  confidered  as 
.the  principal  Source  of  human  Mifery.' — Sin  confidered  as  the 
principal  Source  of  human  Mifery  in  regard  to  the  future 
.State. — How  a  Man  makes  himfelr  Partaker  in  other  Men's 
Sins. — The  Duty  of  brotherly  Reprehenfions.— How  every 
Man  may  and  ought  to  labour  at  promoting  the  general 
Good. — Of  Love  towards  God. — Of  Love  towards  Go:i,  con- 
tinued.— The  Shortnefs  and  Troubles  of  Life.  — Of  the  future 
general  Judgment. 

The  fourth  volume  contains  fome  excellent  dida£lic  lec- 
tures, viz. —Arguments  againft   Vanity— Worldly  Prudence 
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a  Reproach  to  Chriftian  Wirdom. — Cautions  agaiiift  volup- 
tuous Indulgences.^ — Continuation  of  the  foregoing  SubjeO:.-— 
Caution  againft  fome  Faults  in  the  Education  of  Chiklren.— 
Of  the  Principles  of  the  Reformation.  — Of  the  Principles  of 
the  Reformation,  in  continuation. — The  mod  memorable 
Circumflanccs  of  the  Reformation,  and  the  Duties  incum- 
bent upon  us  therefrom. — Wherein  the  Advantages  of  th« 
Reformation  confift. — ^The  Bleflednefs  of  Benevolence. 

We  {hall  notice  a  little""  more  particularly  the  difcourfe  on 
vanity.  There  are  crimes,  as  the  profeffor  very  properly  ob- 
ferves,  whofe  noxious  connexion  is  fo  confplcuous,  as  imme- 
diately to  fliow  their  connexion  and  nature.  They  glare  in 
open  day,  and  are  no  fooner  feen  than  they  are  detefted. 
Others  are  more  infidious  in  their  approach,  and  alTume  va- 
rious garbs,  v^rhich  impofe  on  the  heedlefs  fpe^lator,  *and  re- 
femble,  in  the  eyes  even  of  the  guilty,  the  kindred  virtues. 
Thefe  are  levity,  a  fondnefs  for  difhpation,  for  focial  plea- 
sures, pomp,  luxury,  pride,  and  vanity.  The  laft  is  our  au- 
thor's theme  •,  and  it  is  not,  he  tells  us,  to  be  confounded 
with  a  generous  emulation  ;  vi^ith  pride  or  with  haughtinefs. 
The  diftin£lion  between  pride  and  vanity  is  not  new,  but  it 
is  expanded  with  more  care  than  we  remember  to  have  feen  in 
any  other  work. 

'  If  pride  be  not  unfrequenlly  connefted  with  vanity,  yet  docs 
it  as  often,  probably  ftill  ofcener,  exclude  it;  as  vanity,  in  return, 
5s  very  frequently,  nay,  generally,  without  pride.     Many  are  too 
proud  to  be  vain  :  many,  very  many,  are  only  therefore  vain,  be- 
caufe  they  are  not  proud  enough,  or  have  not  materials  enough 
for  pride.     Pride  founds  itfelf  more  on  the  fentiment  of  inward 
power,  and  is  the  exceflive  dignification  and  evaluation  of  it.    Va- 
nity Las  more  to  do  with  outward  things,  which  do  not  belong  to 
ourfelves,  and  pofTefs  no  intrinfic  value.     It  is  on  this   account  a 
flill  meaner  fault,  a  ftiU  more  ignoble  quality  than  pride,  and,  on 
the  whole,  occafions   much  mare  harm.     However,  the  bounda- 
ries of  thefe  two   faults  are  not  always  ftated  with  due  precifion ; 
they  frequently  intrude  on  one  another;  are  often  confounded  to- 
gether in  common  converfation  ;  and,  if  in  combating  them  we 
Ihould  likewife  confound  them,  we  lliall  always  be  only  taking  one 
foe  to  our  welfare  for  another,  but  never  exchange  a  foe  for  a 
friend.     Therefore,  to  the  point. 

*  What  is  vanity  ?  and  how  does  it  appear  ?  Vanity  has  a  very 
ample  range  ;  it  fliews  itfelf  in  very  various  ways.  Jt  in  general 
confifts  in  the  avidity  and  the  endeavour  to  attraft  regard,  to  be 
diftinguifhed  from  others,  to  fet  its  advantages  in  the  fullcll  light, 
and  to  give  them  an  air  of  importance.  As  various  as  thefe  ad- 
vantages are,  fo  various  are  the  kinds  and  exhibitions  of  vanity. 
Thus  the  witty  let  their  wit,  the  rich  their  riches,  the  great  thei^ 
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grandeur,  (hine  before  men.  Thus  will  beauty  ihovv  its  fway,  ac- 
coraplifhments  their  charms,  talents  their  claims  on  admiration, 
icFence  its  influence  upon  the  human  mind,  and,  at  times,  even 
virtue  her  inherent  authority  over  the  human  heart.  They  will 
make  others  feel  them  ;  and  by  the  difplay  ai>d  ufe  of  their  privi^ 
3cgjs,acquireefleem,  approbation,  praifejAibmiffibn,  and  reverence  ; 
and  if,  from  fuch  reafons,  and  in  fuch  views,  they  fpeak,  keep 
ificTice,  aft,  and  fhew  themfelves^  then  vanity  mixes  with  the  be- 
Iiaviour  of  the  virtuous,  the  learned^  the  fkilful,  the  accompliflied," 
or  the  fair  :  and  if  thefe  reafons,  thefe  views  determine  frequently, 
if  they  habitually  influence  their  difcourfes  and  aflions,  if  they  have 
greater  weight  with  them,  and  ad  more  forcibly  upon  them,  than 
5ove  towards  what  is  good  and  real,  more  than  the  dcfire  to  pleafe 
God,  and  tohcufeful  to  their  fellow-beings ;  then  does  this  vani- 
iy  with  them  become  a  vice,  and  deprives  their  advantages  of  the 
greateft  part  of  their  value.' 

There  is  a  kindreiJ  virtue,  which  comes  very  near  to  vanity. 
It  is  the  defire  of  pieafjng,  of  appearing  to  others  in  the  mod 
favourable  light ;  and  ve  are  indebted  for  it,  profeilbr  Soltif 
^ow  remarks,  for  many  gratifications  and  advantages,  more 
particularly  in  regard  to  focial  intercourfe.  It  prevents  the 
fallies  of  the  bafer  paifions,  is  the  fweet  guide  in  our  general 
condu(Sl,  by  k>ieping  us  from  vulgar  fcenes,  and  fupprefling 
often  the  momentary  di£lates  of  eftvy>  difpleafure,  or  difgufl : 
jt  is  only,  when  this  principle  is  the  predominant  propenfity 
of  our  foul,  wheji  it  is  not  kept  under  the  regulation  of  virtue 
and  religion,  or  fecks  an  unlawful  means  of  gratificatipn,  that 
it  bcccfmes  a  vice. 

*  3ut  has  this  lull  of  pleafing  got  fo  far  the  command  over  us. 
Xhat  we  no  longer  aflc,  what  is  true,  what  is  right,  what  is  agree 
able  to  the  will  of  God,  and  to  my  duty  ;  but  only,  what  will 
pleafe  ;  what  will  procure  me  approbation  and  praife,  what  will 
Set  my  advantages  in  the  rao'l  favourable  light?  Does  it  govern  us 
fo,  that  we  llrive  to  pleafs  every  man,  the  fool  as  well  as  the  wife^ 
the  vicious  no  lefs  than  the  virtuous,  fuch  as  are  children  in  urt- 
derdanding,  as  well  as  thofe  that  think  like  nien  ?  Does  it  govern 
us  fo  that  we  endeavour  not  only  to  difplay  our  advantages,  but  at 
the  fame  lime  to  ol^cure  and  diminifh  the  advantages  .of  other?, 
and  to  bring  them  into  fufpicion;  Docs  it  govern  us  £o  as  to  mak-e 
u>  lay  great  ftrefs  on  all  that  relates  to  outward  figure,  ornament:, 
prefentation,  and  addrefs,  or  the  like,  to  convert  them  into  a  fe- 
ilous  and  important  bufinefs,  and  to  beftow  much  time  and  care 
on  fuch  generally  infigniiicant  things  f  Does,  it  in  fine,  fo  govern 
us  that,  for  the  fake  of  pleafmg  ethers,  ws  aiicw  ourfelves  to  be 
perfuadcd  to  do  even  fomeching  bad,  at  leail  fomething  ambiguous, 
ar  not  dare  to  fay  and  to  do  the  gogd  that  prnbabty  is  not  q«ite 
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current,  and  adapted  to  the  tafte  of  the  multitude,  and  to  perfoi^i* 
the  duty,  and  adequately  to  perform  it,  the  ncgl  ft  and  omifiioii 
whereof  is  probably  thought  an  honour?  Then,  indeed,  is  our  de- 
fire  of  pleafing,  and  of  difplaying  our  advantages,  highly  criminaJ^ 
then  is  it  bafe  and  mean  vanity;  vanity  that  is  totally  unworthy  of 
the  man  and  the  chriftianl* 

AVe.recolle£l  nothing  more  truly  excellent  than  riiis  61C- 
tiii(3tion,  alid  it  is  expanded  and  purfued  with  equal  judgment 
and  difcernment.  Vanity  ufually  implies  weakuelsj  it  is  thp 
parent  of  innumerable  errors;  offenfive  to  fociety ;  a  prin- 
ciple which  enervates  the  mind;  and,  when  exerted  with  re- 
gard to  external  things,  mean  and  contemptible  ;  unfitting  the 
perfon  for  any  ufeful  a£tive  purfuit,  and  completely  at  vari- 
ance with  the  fpirit  of  Chriftianity,  as  well  as  the  example  of 
Chrift.  To  cxpofe  the  features  of  this  propeniity,  may  be 
fuppofed  to  be  fufficient  to  guard  againfl  its" influence.  We 
fear,  however,  the  fuccefs  of  the  preacher  and  the  morajilt 
will  be  inconfiderable.  Fondnefs  for  admiration  ufually  takes 
too  deep  a  root ;  and  our  author,  witii  all  his  penetration, 
has  not  difcovered  one  fource  of  the  vain  man's  conduct ; 
a  wilh  to  imprefs  on  the  world  an  opinion,  that  he  pofIeff«-> 
qualifications,  which  he  feels  an  internal  confcioufnefs,  a  coja-» 
fcioufnefs  that  he  fcarcely  dares  own  to  himfelf,  of  wanting* 

The  three  fermons  on  the  principles  of  the  Reformation, 
deferve  notice  :  but  we  flrall  only  very  (hortly  Iketch  the  out- 
.line.  Profefibr  Sokikov/  remarks,  that,  in  general,  while 
we  praife  the  Reformation,  we  forget  its  principles,  and  a£l 
in  oppofition  to  its  leading  di£^ates.  We  deny  to  Proteilant 
Chriilians,  what,  it  was  then  contended,  ought  not  to  be  de-r 
nied  to  any  one  ;  we  are  indifferent  to  matters  then  held  in 
the  highefi  veneration ;  and  omit  to  ufe  advantages  whofe  im- 
portance can  only  be  eftimated  by  the  zeal  with  which  they 
were  then  acquired.  Our  author,  to  point  out  thefe  contra^ 
diction's  more  fully,  enquires  into  the  principles  of  the  Refor- 
mation. Thefe  are  the  importance  of  trutli ;  the  power  of 
private  judgment  to  *  every  man,  if  he  has  a  capacity  for  it;' 
the  neceffuy  of  founding  the  dillindtion  of  truth  from  error 
on  found  reafon  and  tlie  holy  fcriptures  only  ;  the  abfurdixy 
of  impofmg  dogmas  on  the  confciences  of  our  fellow-crea- 
tures, which  they  do  not  perceive  ;  the  propriety  of  confefP 
ing  our  faith  by  our  words  and  works  ;  the  abfurdity  of  per- 
fecution,  on  act:ount  of  faith  and  religion ;  that  the  Chriitian 
religion  confills  in  a  ChrilUan  difpofition  of  the  heart,  rather 
than  outward  ceremonies;  and  that  diverfity  of  opinions,  in 
what  the  cfTence  of  religion  does  not  confilt,  is  no  fufticitnt 
caufe  for  fepiration.   Each  of  thefe  principles  is  explained  with 
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great  propriety ;  the  extent  of  the  explanations  only  precltrde* 
us  from  purfuing  them. 

We  have  thus  fele^iecl,  from  the  inflruaive  volumes  before 
us,  difcourfes  of  different  kinds,  and  a  varied  tendency,-  in 
order  to  give  a  more  comprehenfive  view  of  the  whole.  Thefe, 
we  have  little  doubt,  will  induce  the  reader  to  recur  to  the 
work  •,  for  we  own,  in  this,  as  in  fome  other  inftances,  our 
defign  has  been  rather  to  raife  curiofity  than  to  wholly  gratify 
it.  Thofe  whofe  curiofity  is  greatly  raifed,  will  not,  we  think, 
be  difappointed. 

EJfay  on  the  Life  and  Character  of  John  Lord  Somersj  Baron 
of  Evejham  :  Alfo  Sketches  of  an  EJfay  on  the  Life  and  Cha", 
ratier  of  Philip  Earl  of  Hardwicke.  Propofcd  to  be  in- 
fer ted  in  a  compendious  Hflory  of  IVorccflcrflnre.  By  R, 
Cookfeyy  Efq.     4to,      lOs.  6d.  Boards,  Bsw.      1 791. 

Ti/f  R.  Cookfey,  in  his  purpofed  *  Compendious  Hiftory  of 
-*•  -■■  Worccfl^rfhire,'  means  to  infert  a  fhort  account  of  thofe 
illuftrious  men  whofe  merit  has  added  a  luftre  to  their  na- 
tive country.  liOrd  Somers,  whofe  character  no  panegyrio 
can  heighten,  and  whofe  conduft,  when  examined  after  the 
expiration  of  a  century,  appears  with  additional  luftre,  cer- 
tainly defcrves  particular  attention.  This  Eflay  probably  now 
appears  in  tlie  form  which  it  is  to  hold  in  the  promifed  hif- 
tory. The  life  of  lord  Hardwicke  confifls  rather  of  materials 
for,  mcmoircs  pour  fervir^  than  a  biographical  (ketch.  We 
-Ihall  examine  each  in  its  order. 

Our  author's  prejudices  are  raifed  at  once  into  a  flame,  by 
mentioning  Swift,  whom  he  calls  *  a  monfler  of  ingratitude, 
perfidy,  and  prollitution.'  Swift,  added  to  his  other  faults^ 
had  faid,  that  lord  Somers  was  defcended  '  from  the  dregs  of 
the  people.*  He  was  the  fon  of  an  attorney  ;  but  Mr.  Cook- 
fey is  at  pains  to  Oiow  that  his  father  was  a  man  of  family ; 
but  what  was  no  difcredit  to  lord  Hardwicke,  attended  with  cir- 
cumftancesmuch  more  humiliating  ;  what  was  never  objected 
as  a  crime-to  lord  Afhburton,  could  rcfle^l  no  difgrace  on  lord 
Somers.  The  expreffion  of  Swift  is  too  flrong,  and  is  un- 
doubtedly injurious  to  his  own  fame  •,  but  the  virulence  of 
party  at  times,  when  philofophy  and  candour  had  not  inter- 
pofed  to  moderate  the  prejudices  of  oppofition,  has  been  al- 
lowed in  excufe  of  much  more  violent  invectives.  If  Mr*, 
Cookfey  was  eager  to  refeue  the  family  from  every  difgrace, 
he  fliould  have  given  a  more  fatisfaftory  excufe  for  lord  So-, 
mers'  father  firing  a  piftol  at  a  royalift  minifter,  when  he  had 
offended  him  in  a  fermon,  by  his  inveftives  againfl;  Cromwell., 
<  To  cure  him  ejf equally  of  this  propea^ty,  the  captain,  in  the 
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tranfport  of  one  of  thofe  furious  harangues,  fired  a  piftol  over 
his  head,  and  lodged  a  ball  hi  the  founding  board  of  the  pulpit,^ 
This  had  nearly  been  an  effectual  cure  for  intemperance  of 
language,  but  would  have  no  effect,  at  tliis  time,  in  acquit*- 
ing  a  culprit  at  the  Old  Bailey. 

The  family  of  Somers  refided  at  a  religious  houfe,  in  Wor- 
cefter,  called  the  White  Ladies.     It  was  an  extenfive  man- 
fion,    capable  of  containing  many  different  branches,   who 
feeni  to  have  lived  together  in  a  ftyle  truly  patriarchal.    The 
account  of  their  living,  and  of  the  famous  Richard  Baxter, 
who  contributed,  by  his   inflruftions  and  his   zeal,  to  pro- 
mote a  fpirit  of  induftry,  as  well  as  of  religion,  in  the  county, 
in  which  he  very  effecl:ually  fucceeded,  is  curious  and  enter- 
taining :  it  would  lead  us  however  too  far  from  the  fcope  of 
this  EiTay.    While  under  the  care  of  his  tutor  Dr.  Bright,  Mr» 
Somers  became  acquainted  with  the  witty,  the  licentious  lord 
Shaftlbury,  who  was  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  whofe  conver- 
fion   is  alcrlbed  to  the  inftru(3:ions  received  at  the  White 
Ladies.     To  Mr.  Somers,  at  this  period,  is  afcrlbed  the  Tale 
of  the  Tub,  the  characters  of  which  are  fuppoled  *  to  be  drawn 
.  from  real  life,  and  from  originals  written  within  his  own  oh- 
fervation.'     Thus  Peter  is  father  Peter,    the  tutor  of  lord 
Shafteibury ;  Jack  is  his  own  grandfather,  the  intimate  friend 
of  Richard  Baxter,  &c.     The  copy  was  fuppofed  to  be  in  the 
hands  of  fir  William  Temple,  from  whofe  papers  it  is  faid  to 
have  reached  Swift.     This  idle  tale  is  without  the  leaft  fup- 
port,  unlefs  *  the  pri^^ate  tradition  of  the  family'  be  confidered 
as  fuch,  or  that  the  Tale  of  the  Tub  is  a  production  fuperior 
to  Swift's  acknowledged  works,  be  ranked   among  the  argu- 
ments.    The  private  tradition  gf  the  family,  in  its  prefent 
form  is    not  of  more  importance  than    MS.   penes  me^    in 
fome  late  hiftorical  works  ;  and  the  other  plea,  mufl  reft  on 
tafte  and  opinion,  or  at  leaft  on.  the  impoiribility,  that  an  early 
labored  work  can  be  the  writers  own,  if  it  is  never  afterwards 
equalled.     Home,  tried  on  this  code,  could  not  have  written 
Douglas  ;     Milton  was  not  the  author  of  Paradife  Loft.     Wc 
may  readily  appeal  to  the  moft  incurious  reader,  whether  the 
defcendant  of  St.  Peter^  Jack  Calvin,  and  A4art'in  Luther,  do 
not  furnifh  much  more  probable  fources  of  the  names  than  our 
author  has  collected  from  the  private  traditions  of  his  family. 
The  fuppofed  internal  evidence  is  ftill  more  exceptionable : 
Swift  exprefsly   tells   us,  that  it    was   the  work  of  a  young 
man  ;  andSv/ift  had  too  much  pride  to  aflume  another's  work, 
and  too  much  modefty  to  addrefs  it  to  lord  Somers,  if  it  had 
been  hh  production :  we  believe,  however,  Swift  never  e.\- 
prefsly  pwned  it. 

The  public  life  of  lord  Somers  is  moft  confpicucusj  but, 
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on  this  part,  for  feme  inexplicable  reafon,  Mr.  Cookfey's  nc^' 
count  is  fliort  and  incomplete.  His  lire  is  exiiaufted  in  hij} 
inveftives  againft  Swift,  and  his  panegyric  on  the  White 
Ladies. 

Of  the  life  of  Philip  carl  of  Hardwicke,  our  author's  own 
narrative  is  fliort  and  inconfidei-abjei  His  wife  was  only  of 
Worccfterfliire,  and  her  merits,  with  a  fliort  accoimt  of  his 
family,  form  the  principal  fubjec^^.  She  feeras  to  have  been  a 
prudent,  fenfibie,  domeflic  houfewife,  an  attentive  (leward, 
and  an  affectionate  mother.  Thatflie  firll  found  out  the  true 
medium  between  a  public  and  private  fchcol,  by  inftituting 
a  fmall  feminary  for  a  few  pupils,  is  injudicious  praife.  She 
was  not  the  firll,  for  Milton  preceded  her  :  it  is  not  the  true 
medium,  for,  though  fome  of  the  inconveniencies  are  avoid- 
ed, the  advantages  of  a  public  fchool  are  fcarcely  in  any  de- 
gree attained.  Lady  Hardwicke  feconded  the  chancellor's  de- 
flre  for  riches  by  her  own  ceconomy.  One  infl:ance  will  be 
fuflicient.  The  purfe,  in  which  tlie  great  feal  is  carried,  is 
ufually  embroidered  with  the  king's  arms  and  other  devices. 
A  new  one  is  annually  provided ;  and  lady  Hardwicke  caufed 
the  new  annual  decorations  to  be  embroidered  on  crimfon 
Velvet,  of  a  length  equal  to  one  of  the  fl:ate  rooms  at  Wimple. 
Jn  the  period  of  lord  Hardwick's  chancellorfliip,  flie  had 
enough  to  hang  the  room,  and  make  curtains  for  the  bed. — 
•Hear  this  ye  future  chancellors  in  embryo,  whether  ftudying 
at  the  Temple,  drudging,  according  to  the  more  modern  cuf- 
tom,  at  the  deflc  of  a  fpecial  pleader,  or  even  engrofling  leafes 
and  indentures  at  that  of  a  country  attorney  I  Hear,  learn, 
and  improve  ! 

By  much  the  moft  interefl;ing  part  of  this  Eflay  confifls  of 
two  letters,  one  from  a  very  refpeClable  lawyer  of  eighty  years 
Old,  Mr.  Bentham  ;  the  other  from  *  an  old  lawyer'  alfo, 
whofe  name  is  concealed.  Mr.  Cookfey,  however,  tells  us, 
that  there  are  fome  errors  in  the  firll  letter,  and  many  more 
in  the  fecond.  Is  it  that  Mr.  Bentham  is  not  fufficiently  par- 
tial to  lord  Hardwicke,  and  the  anonymous  author  very  un- 
favourable to  the  chancellor's  character  ?  Let  us  attend  to 
Mr.  Bentham,  whofe  mildnefs,  candour,  and  inftru£live  nar- 
rative are  very  interefting  and  entertaining. 

Mt.  Bentham  apologifes  for  his  intruding,  by  obferving, 
that  few  are  now  alive  who  had  an  opportunity  of  pra6lifing, 
while  lord  Hardwicke  prefided.  Mr,  Yorke,  he  tell  us,  was 
the  fon  of  an  attorney  at  Dover,  placed  with  Mr.  Salkeld,  a 
law-agent  in  London,  where  his  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Par- 
ker, fon  of  lord  Macclesfield,  commenced,  by  whom  he  was 
introduced  to  the  chiefnuftice.  Our  author  fays  he  was  in- 
troduced as  a  friend  j  the  anonymous  author,  as  a  law-tutor; 

but 
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hut  whatever  was  the  capacity^  lord  Macclesfield's  patronage 
was  very  ufcful  \  and  Mr.  Yorke  foon  attained  a  very  conri- 
derable  lliare  of  bufniefs.     Lotus  feic£l  an  anecdoie. 

*  Mr.  Yorke,  by  means \cf  his  own  merit,  and  the  countehance 
he  was  known  to  have  from  the  court,  made  fo  rapid  a  progrefs  in 
his  profeHion,  that  he  had  foon  as  much  bufinefs  as  he  could  well  go 
through  with;  which  gave  occafion  to  judge  Fowls  to  make  him 
a  compliment,  that  in  the  manner  ic  was  irade,  terminated  more  fo 
Mr.  Yorke's  credit,  as  a  yourg  man  of  ready  wit,  than  to  4:he 
judge's  goc?d  fenfe.  The  affair  was  this — Mr.  juftice  Powis,  who 
had  been  trying  caufes  at  fome  one  of  the  allizes,  in  the  circuit  he 
went,  being  at  dinner,  and  feveral  of  the  coanfel  with  him,  amonglt 
whom  was  Mr.  Yorke,  took  occafion  to  make  Mr.  Yorke  fome 
compliment,  by  telling  him  be  could  not  but  be  greatly  furprifed 
at  his  having  acquired  fo  great  a  fhare  of  bufinefs  for  fo  young  <i 
man;  and  faid  to  him,  *'  Mr.  Yorke,  I  cannot  well  account  for 
your  having  fo  much  bufinefs,  confidering  how  fiiort  a  time  you 
have  been  at  the  bar;  I  humbly  conceive  (continued  the  judge) 
you  muft  have  publifiied  fome  book,  or  are  about  publiftiing  fome- 
thing  ;  for  look  you  do  you  fee,  there  is  fcarcely  a  caufe  before  the 
court  but  you  are  employed  in  it,  on  one  fide  or  other;  I  fhculd 
therefore  be  glad  to  know,  Mr.  Yorke,  whether  this  is  the  cafe." 
Such  a  curious  way  of  accounting  for  Mr.  Yorke's  run  of  bufinefs 
could  not  but  force  a  fmile  from  him;  and  it  determined  him  to 
make  the  judge  fuch  a  reply  as  n>:ght  put  an  end  to  fo  fulfome  a 
com.plimcnt;  he  tlierefore  told  the  judge  he  had  indeed  fome 
thoughts  of  publiihing  a  book,  but  that  he  had  made  no  progrefs  in 
it  as  yet  ;  at  which  the  judge  pleafing  himfcif  for  having  made  (o 
happy  a  difcovery,  became  importunate  with  Mr.  Yorke  to  let  him 
know  the  fubjed  of  this  book;  which  put  him  upon  telling  the 
judge  tiiat  he  had  thoughts  of  pubiilliing  Coke  upon  Littleton  in 
verfe  ;  but  that  he  had  gene  but  a  very  little  way  in  it;  this,  how- 
ever, tickled  the  judge's  curiofity  lUli  more  ;  and  telling  Mr.  Yorke 
that  it  was  fomethingTo  new,  and  mull  be  fo  entertaining,  he  beg- 
ged him  to  oblige  him  with  the  recital  of  a  few  of  the  verfes ; 
when  Mr.  Yorke,  finding  the  judge  would  not  drop  the  fubject, 
bethought  himfelf  he  could  not  get  rid  of  it  better  than  by  giving, 
by  way  of  a  fpecimen,  fomediing  in  the  judge's  own  words,  ar.d 
introducing  the  phrafe,  he  himfelf  was  in  the  habit  of  making  ufe 
of  upon  ail  occafions,  let  the  fubjcd  be  what  it  would.  Therefor? 
accompanying  what  he  intended  to  fay,  with  fome  excufe,  for  com- 
plying with  the  judge's  requeit,  Mr.  Yorke  began  v\ith  reciting^ 
as  he  pretended,  the  following  verfes,  viz. 

'*  Ke  thatholdeth  his  lands  in  fee. 
Need  neither  to  quake  nor  to  fiiiver  j 
I  humbly  conceive,  for  look,  do  you  fee> 
They  are  his  and  his  heirs  for  ever." 

€r;t.  Rev.  N.  Ar.  (IlL)  Oi:i.  1791.  P  «  Such 
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Such  a  fpecinien  as  this,  it  may  eafily  be  conceived,  was  enougllf 
to  fatiify  the  judge;  but,  however  that  might  be,  the  reft  of  the 
company  could  not  but  be  under  feme  difficulty  to  refrain  fr9m: 
laughter:  and  it  ferves  at  leaft  to  prove,  that  Mr.  Yorke  had  a 
ready  wit,  and  a  good  deal  of  pleifantry  about  him.' 

The  *  old  man  of  the  law'  who,  "we  have  faid,  was  not  fo 
favorable  to  lord  Hardwicke,  gives  a  curious  account  of  hi& 
early  connection  with  Salkeld,  whofe  wife,  he  tells  us,  ufed 
to  fend  out  the  young  man  for  turneps,  celery.  Sec.  till  he  had 
attained  fome  confequence,  when  he  flopped  this  humiliating 
drudgery  by  charging  in  his  maftcr's  account,  '  coach  hire  for 
roots  of  celery,  coach  hire  for  a  barrel  of  oyliers,*  &c.  The 
introduftlon  of  lord  Parker  he  defcribes,  however,  more 
particularly,  and  our  law-readers  will  probably  recoiled;  a  later 
initance,  in  which  a  young  lawyer,  now  on  the  bench,  was 
introduced  with  equal  kindncfs  and  liberality,  by  loTd  Mans- 
field. 

<  Mr.  Salkeld,  tvho  wis  very  eminent  in  his  pi'ofefiion  as  an  at- 
torney, and  much  eflcemed  by  lord  chief  juflice  Parkef,  was  one 
day  alked  by  his  lordlhip,  if  he  could  recommend  him  to  a  young 
man,  decent  and  intelligent,  to  ferve  as  a  fort  of  law  tutor  to  his 
fons,  and  ainft  and  difeft  thetn  in  their  fludies.     He  recommended 
this  his  clerk  in  the  wafmeft  terms,  and  he  was  immediately  emi 
ployed  ih  that  capacity,  which  he  difcharged  fo  much  to  the  fatis- 
faftion  of  the  chief  ju'hce,  that  he  foon   became  a  favourite,  and 
was  diftinguifhed  by  every  private  and  public  mark  of  his  approba- 
tion and  regard.     Infomuch,  that  upon  Mr.  Yorke's  being  called 
to  the  bar,  and  lord  Parker  being  made  chancellor  and  earl  of 
Macclesfield,  his  partiality  to  fo  young  a  pleader,  and  the  parti- 
tular  attention  paid  to  him,  gave  great  offence  to  many  of  the  old 
^raflitib^ers  in  that  court.      Sergeant  Pengelly  in  particular  was  fo 
iifgulted  at  frequently  hearing  the  chancellor  obferve,  that  nuhdi 
jilr.  Yorke  faid  had  ntt  been  aiijvjeredy  that  he  one  day  threw  up 
his  brief,  and  declared  he  would  no  more  attend  a  couft  where  he 
'  Found  Mr.  Torhe  n'oas  not  to  be  anjnxiered.      His  refentment,  joined 
with  that  of  others  in  the  Aime  fituation,  brought  upon  the  chancel- 
lor that  inveiiigation  of  his  private  management,  and  the  abufes 
committed  or  connived  at  by  him,  in  his  appointment  of  the  offi- 
cers of  his  court,  which  terminated  in  his  impeachment  and  convic- 
tion. 

*■  This  extraordinary  attention  to  his  favourite,  and  efpecially 
when  he  was  fetched  from  his  firft  circuit,  ih  the  year  17 19,  arid 
made  fclicitcr-general,  when  he  was  fcarce  twenty- nine  years  of  age, 
over  the  heads  of  many  able  and  eminent  counfel,  was  well  neat 
being  as  fatal  to  Mr.  Yorke  as  his  patron. 

*  From  the  precedency  annexed  to  that  poftj  he  was  to  take  th; 
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lead,  and  conduft  all  the  caufes  he  was  employed  in.  The  fuitois 
at  $ril  hefitated  at  committing  themfelves  to  fo  young  and  inexperi- 
enced an  advocate  ;  and  he  was,  on  that  account,  left  out  of  moft  of 
the  important  caufes  then  depending.  But  the  prevalence  of  at- 
torneys, with  whom  he  was  as  n^uch  a  favourite  as  with  the  chan- 
cellor, his  own  indefatigable  induftry  and  application,  the  gentle- 
nefs  of  his  danners,  and  infinuating  complacency  of  his  addrefs, 
foon  getting  the  better  of  thofe  prejudices,  he  rapidly  came  into 
full  bufinefs  at  the  bar  ;  and  the  llorm,  raifed  by  his  premature  pro- 
motion, fell  wholly  on  his  patron,  of  v/hofe  diftrefs  he  feems  to  have 
flood  a  filent  and  unconcerned  fpedlator,  though  then  attorney  ge- 
neral, member  of  parliament,  and  privy  counfeilor.* 

Mr.  Bentham  obferves,  that  he  uled  his  utmoft  Interefl:  to 
avoid  being  one  of  the  managers  for  carrying  on  the  impeach- 
ment. This  gentleman  gives  a  very  fhort  account  of  lord 
Hardwicke's  political  life.  He  afcribes  his  yielding  the  feals^ 
to  Mr.  Talbot,  when  he  was  chief-juftice  of  the  king's  benclv 
to  that  gentleman's  being  more  converfant  with  the  biifmefs  of 
the  court  of  chancery  \  his  refignation  of  the  feals  to  his 
apprehenfion  that  his  faculties  were  impaired. 

Mr.  Cookfey's  other  correfpondent  is  more  full  on  the  po- 
litical life  and  character  of  lord  Hardwicke ;  but  writes  with 
fuch  determined  prejudices,  that  we  are  doubtful  how  far  we 
can  truft  even   to  apparent  fa£ls.     We  have  great  reafon, 
however,  to  believe  the  outline  to  be  true,  and  the  likenefs, 
though  caricatured,  to  be  irl  fojiie  degtee  faithfuh     He  de- 
fcribes  the  chancellor  as  filent,  teffervfed;  and  cautious ;  never 
uttering  any  thing  that  he  haid  not  well  confidered ;  dire(Sllng 
his  atterition,  with  an  unremitting  perfeverance,  to  one  point. 
When  chancellor^  his  decrees  were  few  \  for  having  tired  out 
the  fuitors  with  hearings,  rehearings,  &c.'  they  were  willing 
to  engage  in  any  compromife :  his  decrees  were  never  indeed 
appealed  from,  becaufe  he  had  induftrioufly  kept  the  lawyers 
from  thchoufe.of  lords^  and  the  appeal  would  have  been  to 
himfelf.       Prefermeqts  were  only   beftowed   from    political 
views  •,  and  the  fairefl  claims,  in  any  other  refpecl:,  were  faid. 
tQ  be  difregarded  •,  or,  if  gratified,  it  was  done  imperfecrly,  or 
ftcm  accident.     As  a  minifter,'  his  c6ndu(Sl:,  it  is  remarkedi 
vas  weak,  trifling,  and  variable  ;  but  that  he  could  delibe- 
rately (licrifice  a  relation,  who  interfered  with  him  in  tlie  no- 
^iuiition  of  a  member  for  a  borough,  by  cxpofmg  him  in  a 
lituation  of  peculiar  danger,  in  the  expedition  of.  St.  Cas,  is  a 
fuggeltion  too  horrible  to.be  for  a  moment  admitted.     The  ac- 
count ifi,  however,  now  before  the  public.  It  will  undoubtedly 
cicite  attention,  and,  by  farther  information,  it  mult  be  fup- 
pprtcdorfall. 

V%  Of 
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Of  Mr.  Cookfey*s  proje6led  work  we  can  fay  nothing  : 
from  this  fpecimen  we  cannot  highly  commend  his  modera- 
tion and  candour;  but,  in  a  local  hiftory,  there  will  not  be 
many  trials,  and  his  peculiar  opinions  cannot  influence  hii 
defcription  of  places^  of  natural  objefts,  or  of  family  pedi- 
grees. 

Fccms  by  the  Author  of  the  Village  Curate^  a?id  ASianv*     ^vq. 

45.  Boards.  Johnfon.  1790, 
'TpHE  author  of  Adriano  and  the  Village  Curate  was  en- 
-*■  titled  to  a  more  prompt  attention  than  has  been  paid  to 
thefe  poems.  The  real  truth  is,  that  they  remained  by  us 
unnoticed  a  confidcrable  time  through  miftake-  It  is  not, 
however^  of  any  material  confequence,  as  they  refle6l  on  him 
but  little  additional  credit.  He  honeftly  confelTes  that  he  was 
advifed  not  to  publilli  them,  *  as  it  was  feared  they  might  de- 
traift  from  the  character  he  has  already  acquired  by  two  for- 
jner  publications,  The  Village  CuratCy  and  Adriano.^ 

*  But  to  this  good  advice  he  has  been  fo  rafli  as  not  to  IJften. 
The  indulgence  with  which  his  former  produdliors  were  receked, 
(indulgence  he  little  dreamed  of,  and  can  fcarcely  yet  perfuadc 
himfelf  was  juiily  due)  has  determined  me  not  to  with-hold  even 
thefe. 

*  Let  not  the  reader  therefore  expetfl  a  great  degree  of  excel- 
lence in  the  volume  here  prefented  10  him.  He  will  probably 
find  much  to  pardon,  and  but  little  to  commend.* 

Here  we  are  at  a  lofs  whether  to  praife  the  author's  mo- 
clefly  or  cenfure  his  afllirance.  His  diflidence  in  regard  to  the 
merit  of  his  former  poems  inclines  us  to  think  favourably  of 
his  humility.  Bat  is  it  humility  to  obtrudeon  thepublic  whathe 
condemns  himfelf,  and  in  avowed  oppofition  to  what  he  acknow- 
ledges to  be  good  advice  ?  We  feel  ourfelves  m  fomewhat  the 
lame  fituation  as  that  of  old  Hardcaftle  in  a_  play  of  Gold- 
iiiiith's,  who  lindlng  a  young  gentleman*s  behaviour  the  very 
reverfe  of  what  he  was  taught  to  expeft,  obfcrved,  *  it  may  be 
modefty,  but  if  fo,  it  is  the  moil  impudent  modefty  I  ever 
faw.'  The  author  *  flatters  himfelf  that  thefe  poems  may  be 
endured^  as  well  as  thofe  which  he  has  already  publifhed.'  We 
furely  hud  reafon  to  expect  fomething  more  than  what  is  bare- 
ly eud'urable  from  the  author  of  the  Village  Curate;  and  in 
fome  places  our  expectations  are  anfwered  ;  but  thefe  gleams  . 
of  funflilne  are  few,  and  feidom  of  long  continuance.  The 
fame  kind  of  faults  which  occafionally,  dimmed  the  luftre  of 
his  former  works,  nearly  obfufcate  the  flruggling  beams  that 
breuk  through  the  obfcurity  of  this*    In-  regard  to  \}i\^  Jhry  of 

Elmer 


Poems  by  the  ^uthor  of  the  Viihge  Curate.  205 

Elmer  and  Ophelia,  ,C!..nfidered  merely  as  fuch,our  opinion,  we 
believe,  coincides  with  his— it  is  a  fimple  (lory.  Yet  we  meet 
more  pailaores  in  itdcferving  approbation  than  in  either,  of  the 
others.  The  def.iiption  of  a  fine  fummer's  mornhig  is  wor- 
thy the  author  :  the  minutiae  on  which  he  -dwells  make  the  pic- 
ture more  natural  and  interefling. 

*  At  length  a  breeze 
Blew  from  the  eaH:,  and  rent  the  fable  clouds 
That  all  night  long  had  veilM  the  ftarry  heavens. 
From  many  a  chearful  loophole  thro*  the  gloom 
Peeps  the  clear  azure  with  its  living  gems. 
Faft  fties  the  feud,  and  now  the  glowing  dawn 
Stands  u-nobfcur'd  upon  the  mountain's  top. 
Her  lovely  forehead  with  a  waning  moon 
And  her  own  brilliant day-ftar  grac'd.-     The  cloude, 
"Still  floating  overhead,  touch'd  by  the  beam 
Of  the  {low  fun  emerging. from  the  deep 
(But  to  Ophelia's  eye  not  yet  revcal'd) 
Are  fleeces  dipt  in  filver,  dappled  pearl. 
And  feathers  fmoother  than  the  cygnet's  down; 
Here  red  and  fiery  as  the  ferret's  eye. 
Here  dun  and  'yavy  as  the  turtle's  breafl. 
The  filming  flars  withdraw,  the  morn.grp.ws^pale. 
And  the  clear  planet,. mefTenger  of. light. 
Hides  in  thefplendor  of  returning  day. 
The  mountains  are, on  fire.     The  forejl  bviras 
With  glory  not  to  be  beheld.     The  heav'ns 
Are  flreak'd  with  rays  from  the  relnmin'd  eaft. 
As  from  the  centre  of  a  flaming  wheel. 
Shot  round.     The  fun  appears.     The  jovial  hills 
Rejoice  and  fing,  the  chearful  valleys  laugh. 
All  nature  utters  from  a  thankful  heart 
Audible  gratitude.     The  voice  of  man 
Ret-urning  to. his  labor  fills  the  land. 
The  fliepheud  whiftles  and  the  cow-boy  iings. 
The  team  with  chnking  harnefs  fecks  the  field. 
The  plough  begins  to  move.     The  tinkling  flock 
Streams  from  the  fold  and  fpots  the  dewy  down. 
The  mountain  bell  upon  his  axle  fvvings 
*  And  fills  the  country  with  his  chearful  note. 
Wak'd  at  the  found,  the  daw  has  taken  wing 
And  flcims  upon  the  lleeple.     Lo  !   the  fmoke 
Afcendingfrom  a  thoufand  chimney  tops 
And  by  its  upright  conrfe  prefaging  calm. 
Hark  !  how  the  favvyer  labours  with  his  faw. 
The  joiner  with  his  hammer  and  his  plane. 
The  farmer's  wife  come  jogging  to  the  town, 
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2o6  Poems  hy  the  Author  of  the  Vllhge  Curate* 

Timing  her  ditty  to  old  Dobbin's  foot.  ^ 

The  railing  filh-dame  follows  with  her  panniers. 
The  chimney-fweeper  bawls.     The  milk-miid  cries. 
The  blackfmith  beats  his  anvil,  and  the  dray. 
Stage-coach  and  waggon  lumber  thro'  the  ftreets.' 

The  moft  confiderable  poem  is  entitled  Panthea,  and  taken 
from  the  well-known  ftory  in  the  Cyropxdia  of  Xenophon- 
The  poet  tells  it  his  own  way,  and  quotes  Ariftotle's  authority 
for  doing  fo, 

—  *  without  regard  to  truth  and  the  hiftorlan.  Such  as  wifh 
not  to  be  tranfported  into  the  regions  of  poetical  illufion,  may  em- 
ploy themfelves  more  profitably,  and  perhaps  more  to  their  enter- 
tainment, by  confulting  the  original.' 

The  ftory  in  the  original  is  doubtlefs  extremely  beautiful, 
and  Xenophon's  fweetly-flowing  fimplicity  appears  to  us  ill 
exchanged  for  the  ftiffnefs  of  blank  verfe,  or  coar^enefs  of  fa- 
miliar colloquy :  fucli  as  Cyrus'  charging  Arafpes  to  *  deny 
Panthea  nothing,'  and  *  to  give  her  of  the  beft.'  In  the  fame 
ftyle  Arafpes  tells  him  that  '  before  Panthea  could  replace  her 
Veil,' 

—*  JL))eheld 

More  than  my  tongue  can  utter  in  an  age.' 

— *  cheeks  thatbloom'd 

All  rofes  and  carnations,  neck  of  fnow. 
And  lips— liut  thou  Ihalt  fee  her  Cyrus.' 

The  anfwer  of  Cyrus  is  fcarcely  fuperiorf 

•  .  . .    i    **  No/' 
Exclaim'd  the  prince,  *'  let  me  avoid  her  charms. 
The  foldier's  duty  is  to  think  of  war. 
To  plan  the  fubtle  enterprize,  purfue. 
Fight,  rout,  and  circumvent  the  flying  foe. 
To  tread  upon  his  heel  by  night  and  day. 
And  fcale  his  fortrefs  when  he  little  thinks. 
The  hour  not  fpen^  in  aftion  is  an  hour 
Full  of  difgrace  and  fhamc.     I  grieve  to  think 
My  uncle's  anger  has  with-held  my  march. 
And  ftill  confines  me  to  this  little  fpot. 
Had  he  been  patient,  and  cor.teiit  to  »-eft 
While  I  purfued  v/ith  our  united  force 
The  powerful  ffce,  ere  this  I  'vould  have  fojght 
A  thoufaid  battlee,  would  have  won  the  crown. 
And  everlafting  Babylon  itfelf. 
And  flung  her  gates  all  open  to  recel/e 
The  friends  of  Cyaxares.    No,  Arafpes, 

X  cannot 
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I  cannot  look  on  woman  yet.     I  know 
One  look  invites  another.      Who  looks  once 
Muft  look  again,  and  he  will  look  and  look 
Till  he  will  find  no  moment  in  jhe  day 
Which  mill  not  have  its  bok.** 

This  dialogue,  which  ojntinues  two  pages  more  In  nearly 
the  fume  flyle  between  the  monarch  and  his  friend,  certainly 
requires  a  little  elevation.  Superior  paffages  might  undoubt- 
edly be  icie(Sled,  but  the  language  is  in  general  flat  and  pro- 
faic,  and  the  ilory,  on  the  whole,  tedious  and  uninterefting  ;  an 
cvide::t  proof  how  much  depends  on  the  manner  of  narration. 
Of  the  Orphan  Tw'nis,  the  remaining  poem,  we  can  fay  but  lit- 
tle that  is  favourable.  To  one  encomium,  however,  this  au- 
thor is  always  entitled, — he  conftantly  efpoufes  with  warmth 
the  caufe  of  virtue  and  religion. 


Speculum  Linnaanum^Ji-ve  Zoologi^  Lhinc^ance  Ulujlratio.^  Getws 

omne  accurate  expUcans^  reprejentcmffiue  Species  max'ime  iVc- 

tabiles,  elcgantur  Sculptas  et  DepiHau     Tabula  Jingulo'  adji^ 

ciiur,  Chara^er  fpecificus  L'lnnaanus  nee  non  Defcriptio  ple^ 

nior  et  uberior  in  Lingua  Latina  et  AngUca,  Auclore  Georgia 

Shaw^  M'  D.  R'  S.  S. — Figuras  afflngxit  jacobus  Sozverby^ 

No.  I.  IT.    Large  ^to,    12s.  fewcd.  White  and  Sou.    1791. 

TXTE  wifhtd  to  have  given  a  more  general  view  of  this  work, 

^^     and  have  waited  for  the  other  Numbers;  but  vrhat  we 

defigned  for  the  benefit  of  the  undertaking  may,  by  a  farther 

delay,  be  injurious  to  it;  and  we  fhall  therefore  give  a  Ihort 

account  of  thofe  before  us. 

Each  Number  confifts  of  four  pJates:  thofc  in  the  two 
firft  arc  executed  with  great  Spirit,  and  a  minute  accu- 
racy -,  coloured  with  fome  degree  of  fplendour,  and  perhaps  a 
little  too  brilliantly.  In  each  genus,  it  appears  to  be  the  de- 
fign  of  the  authors  to  give  a  few  fpccimens,  and  thefe  ;ahvays, 
when  it  is  poffible,  from  the  life.  The  fynonyms  of  BrilTon, 
of  Pennant,  Edwards,  and  BufFon,  are  ufually  added. 

The  firil  Number  contains  the  fimi?e.  The  firft  fpecles  is 
the  fimia  ecaudata,  natibus  calvis,  capite  oblongo — S,  Inuus 
L.  It  is  inferted,  inftead  of  the  oiang  otang,  which  can  rare- 
ly be  procured  living,  and  is  the  common  Barbary  ape,  which, 
with  a  little  care,  (hows  many  marks  of  intelligence,  though 
of  an  indocile  kind.     Its  height  is  ufually  about  four  feet. 

1  he  fimia  maimon  is  remarkable  for  its  colour ,  the  hair 
being  of  an  olive  green,  and  the  cheeks  ftriated  with  a  beauti- 
ful blue. 

P4  The 
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The  grey  baboon,  ilmia  hamadryas,  is  excellently  drawn  : 
the  folenin  gravity,  and  the  peculiar  look  of  this  animal,  arc 
very  well  preferved.  Our  author  fufpecls  that  this  was  the 
creature  intended  to  be  reprefented  by  Buffon  in  the  thirteenth 
plate  of  the  fourteenth  volume  ;  but  it  is  there  without  a  tail, 
■which  mayhave  been  Ov^'ing  to  accident.  When  irritated,  its  fo- 
kmn  contemplative  look  is  changed  to  one  of  the  mofl  vindic- 
tive violence.  It.  is  a  c  irious  and  jufl  remark  of  Dr.  Shaw,  that: 
a  tranfient  fight  of  the  larger  baboo?) s  probably  gave  the  an- 
pients  an  idea  of  the  fatyrs,  wlnlp  the  fmaller  ones  were  the 
Iburce  of  their  fables  refpefling,  the  pigmies.  To  the  bat$ 
were  owing  the  defcription  of  the  harpies. 

Simia  cethiops,  the  white  eye-lid  monkey,  is  engraved  in 
the  laft  plate-,  out  it  aiTords  no  fubje^t  of  particular  remark. 
Slmiia  capucina,  a  fnecimen  of  the  monkey  with  a  prehenfile 
tail,  h  delineated  in  the  baclc  ground  of  the  fame  plate,  in  the 
attitude  df  defcending  from  a  tree,  uipporting  itfelf  partly  by 
Its  tail  twined  round  a  branch. 

In  the  fccond  Number  are  two  fpccies  of  the  lemur,  as  the 
reprefentatives  of  that  genus  ;  L.  tar<iigradus  &  catta.  It  is 
properly  a  diilin6l  genus  from  its  manners,  though  the  catta 
is  fald,  perhaps  from  its  rcfemblance,  to  prey  on  mice.  In 
general,  however,  they  arc  mjld,  feed  on  fruits,  and  not  re- 
markable for  any  peculiar  beauty  or  good  quality,  llie  fe- 
cond  fpccietJ  has  in  its  countenance  the  dem.ure  exprepion  of 
the  cat. 

There  arc  two  fpecies  alfo  of  the  vefpertilio,  V.  auritus 
^  vampyrus,  engraved  and  coloured  v/ith  great  accuracy  and 
elegance.  The  name  vampyre  is  derived  from" a  fingular  fu- 
perilition  that-  prevailed  in  Hungary  about  the  yeA  1 732, 
though  it  v/as  of  earlier  d^tc,  and  not  unknown  in  England. 
Some  bodies,  after  being  buried,  were  fuppofed  to  poflefs  the 
power  of  extra£ling  the  blood  from  thofe  who  paffcd  near  or 
over  their  graves.  If  we  recolle£l:  rightly,  their  power  was 
C'Ccafionally  fuppofed  to  reach  to  a  greater  diilance  ♦,  and  when 
the  graves  were  opened,  the  body  v/as  found,  it  is  faid,  gorg- 
e<\  with  blood.  The  fuppofed  incantation,  which  might  have 
arifen  from  finding  fome  bodies  uncorrupted,  was  only  ob- 
viated by  dabbing  the  vampyre.  The  vefpertilio  vampyrus, 
an  animal  of  the  E ail-Indies,  when  it  finds  pcrfons  afleep,  cer- 
tainly punctures  the  fkin,  with  the  little  prickles  on  its  tongue, 
and  fiiently  fucks  the  blood. 

The  future  Numbers  of  this  work  we  fliall  fexamine  when 
fhcy  are  publiOied:  the  quadrupeds  will  be  comprifed  in  aboiit 
t^velve  Number's. 
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The  Rcmonflyancc,  To  which  Is  addcd^  Jn  Ode  to  my  Afs  r  alfo 
the  Magpie  and  Robin,  a  Tale ;  an  Jpology  for  Kings  ;  and  an 
Addrcjs  to  my  Pamphlet,  By  Teter  Pindar,  Efq,  /^to,  2s,  6d, 
fczved,     Evans.     1791- 

VfTE  have  more  than  once  hinted  that  Peter,  like  Antseus, 
^^  rifes  with  an  elaflic  rebound,  when  borne  down  by  tbs 
iveight  of  his  funjcft,  finking  from  a  frigorific  torpor  or  from 
a  fear  of  melting  his  waxen  wings,  lie  has  for  a  moment  touch- 
ed the  ground.  Such  was  his  fituation  very  hitcly;  and  we 
toid  him  of  it  with  Httle  referve,  which  has  perhaps  drawn 
from  him  fome  cenfures  on  reviews  and  reviewers.  Thefe 
*■  paper-bullets,'  however,  move  us  not,  and  we  fliould  have 
contiimed  to  blame  if  we  had  found  the  bard  dull,  his  fatire 
mifdirecled,  or  his  wit  ofFenfive.  This  mifcellaneous  collec- 
tion defervcs  not  either  reflection.  It  refieiEts  no  fmall  credit 
on  his  humour  (av.d  his  good-humour  too) :  we  have  read  it 
with  great  plcafure,  and  we  are  glad  that  he  has  given  us  an 
opportunity  of  adding  another  leaf  to  his  wreath,  by  enabling 
us  to  praife  his  political  integrity. 

His  firfl  ode  is  entitled  a  '  Remonftrance:'  it  is  defigned  as 
an  anfvver  to  thofe  who  have  attributed  his  late  apparent 
change  of  fentiments  to  the  all-powerful  influence  of  a  penfion. 
The  charge  he  repels  with  pleafantry,  or  with  indignant 'iar- 


cafm. 


*  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Know,  that  T  fcorn  a  proliituced  pen. 
No  royal  rotten  wood  my  veife  veneers — 
O  yield  me,  for  a  moment  yield  your  ears. 

^  Stubborn,  and  mean,  and  weak,  nay  fools  indeed, 

Though  kings  maybe,  we  muji  fupport  the  breed. 

Yet  join  I  iOue  with  you — yes,  'tis  gr.inted. 
That  through  the  world  fuch  royal  fcliy  rules. 
As  bids  us  think  thrones  advertife  for  fools; 

Yet  is  a  king  a  utenfd  much  wanted — * 


«  I'm  not  obllg'd  (believe  my  honeil  word) 
To  kifs— what  {hall  I  call 't  ? — of  any  lord  : 
Not  pepper-corn  acknowledgment  I  owe  'em  ; 
Nay,  like  the  God  of  Truth,  I  (cgrcely  know  'em. 

^  By  me  unprais'd  are  dukes  and  earls : 
At  fuch  moft  commonly  my  fat're  fnarls— - 
My  pride  \\k.t theirs  the  high-nos'd  elves. 
Who  love  what's  eg^ual  only  to  them/eheu* 


I  Say 


Jtto  Pindar'* s  Remonjlrance. 

'  Say  not  Tm  turti'd  towards  the  fcepterM  great : 
Talk  not  of  kings — I  deem  one  half  a  cheat : 

Felt  is  their  weaknefs — hulks,  mere  hufks  of  men  ! 
Yes,  they  create  nobility — I  know  it ; 
The  verieft  idiot  of  them  nil  can  do  it. 

And  on  the  falcon's  perch  can  place  the  wren. 

•  But  can  a  king  command  th*  aethereal  flame 
That  clothes  with  immortality  a  name  ? 

Oh,  could  the  race  that  fire  aethereal  catch  ! 
B-ut  no  fuch  privilege  to  kings  is  giv'n  : 
So  very  low  their  int'reft  lies  in  Heav'n, 

They  can't  cotnmand  enough  to  light  a  match. 

*  No,  firs,  and  therefore  pray  be  civil ; 
IVe  not  yet  bargained  with  the  devil.* 

Our  author  next  attacks  the  revolution  dinners  j  but  he  em-, 
ploys  the  tomahawk  rather  than  the  delicate  blade  of  a  dextrous 
anatomill.  We  are  indeed  inclined  to  fufpe<5l,  that  tlie  fpirit 
which  directs  fomc  of  the  machinations,  does  not  deferve  to  be 
treated  with  much  addrefs.  His  defcription  of  drunkennefs, 
and  tlie  watchman,  are  admirable  :  we  fhould  have  feleO:ed 
them,  but  it  would  be  unfair  to  pluck  all  the  brilliant  flowers 
from  the  parterre.  The  attack  on  the  French  may  ap- 
pear too  fevere :  whatever  they  may  have  been,  now  that 
they  are  confefledly  *  regenerated^^  we  hope  that  they  will  lead 
new  lives. 

The  Ode  to  his  Afs  contains  fome  pleafant  humorous  de- 
fcriptions.  We  were,  however,  difappoiuted ;  and,  on  the 
whole,  do  not  think  it  equal  to  many  of  the  little  odes  which 
he  has  occafion?  ly  introduced,  particularly  that  to  the  glow- 
worm, and  to  his  tarn.  Dr.  Parr,  though  not  faultlefs,  is  in- 
troduced, perhaps,  a  little  too  violently,  and  treated  with  too 
much  levity. 

As  if  it  were  to  counterbalance  the  defcfts  of  this  ode,  the 
Tale  of  the  Magpie  and  Robin  Red-Breaft  follows,  and  it  will 
always  be  confidered  as  one  of  the  firfh  of  Peter's  productions. 
It  is  varied  in  its  ftyle,  occafionally  poetical,  and  generally  huf 
morous  and  entertaining. 

The  admirers  of  the  '  protege  of  the  conftitutional  foclety* 
will,  probably,  not  confider  it  in  the  fame  favourable  light ;  for 
Pain  is,  fuppofed  to  utter  his  feditious  clamour  in  the  charac- 
ter of  the  magpie. 

*  Soft  from  a  bufh  below,  divinely  clear, 
A  modeft  warble  melted  on  his  ear, 

A  plaintive,  foothing,  folitary  fong— 

A  ileal- 


Pindar'* s  RemonJ] ranee.  ^il 

A  Healing,  timid,  unprefuming  found. 
Afraid  dim  nature's  deep  repofc  to  wound  ; 

That  hufh'd  (a  death-like  paufe)  the  rude  fubllmc* 

Mag  drops  down  on  the  fpray, 

'  And  thus  began,  with  feeming  great  civility. 
All  in  the  Paris  eafe  of  volubility— 

*  What — Bobby  !   dam'me,  is  hyou. 
That  thus  your  pretty  phiz  to  mufic  fcrew. 
So  far  from  hamlet,  village,  town,  and  city. 
To  glad  old  battlements  with  dull  pfalm  ditty  ? 

*  Sdeath  !  what  a  pleafant,  lively,  merry  fcene  I 
Plenty  of  bats,  and  owls,  and  ghofts,  I  ween ; 
Rare  midnight  fcreeches,  Bob,  between  you  all ; 
Why,  what's  the  name  on't,  Bobby  f  Difmal  Hall  f 
Come,  to  be  ferious — curfe  this  queer  old  fpot. 
And  let  thy  owlilh  habitation  rot ! 

Join  me,  and  foon  in  riot  will  we  revel : 
I'll  teach  thee  how  to  curfe,  and  call  folks  names. 
And  be  expert  in  treafon,  murder,  flames. 

And  moil  di-vh/efy  play  the  devil/ 


*  Brimllone  and  fm  are  downright  out  of  fafhion  ; 
.France  is  quite  alter'd— now  a  thinking  nation  : 
No  more  of  penitential  tears  and  groans  ! 
Philofophy  had  crack'd  religion's  bones, 

'  As  for  you  Sa'viour  of  a  wicked  world. 
Long  from  his  confequence  has  he  been  hurl'd  : 
They  Jo  acknowledgey«c/?'  a  man,  d'ye  fee ; 
But  then  they  call  him  fimple  monfieur  Chrift. 

*  Bob,  for  thy  ignorance,  pray  blufli  for  fhame— 
Behold,  thy  do6lor  Prieftley  fays  the  fame  J* 

The  laft  part  of  this  motley  performance  is  an  *  Apology 
for  Kings' — We  muft  congratulate  Peter  on  his  return  home 
again :  he  is  in  his  own  element,  pleafant,  playful,  and  fati« 
rical — -but  whether  thefe  events  happened  in  the  late  or  the 
former  royal  tour,  hiftory  is  filent,  and  we  cannot  explain.  We 
fhould  add  a  word  or  two  about  decorum ;  but  it  is,  we  find,  to 
no  purppfe,  for  Peter  will  laugh  on ;  and,  as  we  feldom  found 
him  fo  entertaining  on  other  fubje£ls,  we  fhould  be  a  little  in- 
confiftent  if  we  precluded  him  from  one  which  is  fo  (^ongenial 
^o  his  talents. 


}J^ 
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Hero^ic  Epijllc  U>  Jofcph  Prkflhy^  LL.D.  F,R.^.     po.  Is,  6d. 
fcvjcd.     Robiiifoiis.      1791- 

TT  is  the  ufual  tax,  levied  on  diftinguifhed  fame,  to  be  ad- 
-■'  drefied  121  Heroic  epiflles ,  and  thofe  have  fucceeded  belt 
v/hofe  fubjedt  has  been  inferior  to  their  powers  :  thus  at  once 
to  illuftrate  and  contrait  the  circumflances  and  the  poets,  the 
fame  of  Macgregor  will  probably  exift,  even  when  the  build- 
ings of  fir  William  Chambers  fink  in  ruins,  and  the  Corref- 
fondent  of  Mr.  Burke  may  even  now  be  almolt  forgotten.  It 
is  our  bufinefs,  while  we  giye  opinions  on  different  works,  not 
to  be  hurried  away  by  popular  prejudices  into  common-place 
declamation.  We  have  often  differed  from  Dr.  Prieftley,  and 
have  given  the  reafons  for  our  differing  from  him;  but  we 
know  alfo,  that  he  polTelfes  great  and  diltinguifhed  merit, 
which  our  bard  on  fome  occafions  cannot,  and  fometimes  will 
not,  perceive.  The  cenfures  on  Dr.  Prieftley's  philofophical 
works  are  fuch  as  no  man  acquainted  M'ith  them  could  write  ; 
and  the  acute  farcafms  and  the  pleafant  irony,  in  his  reply  to 
Mr.  Burke,  deferve  often  commendation,  cfpecially  as  he  has, 
with  great  addrefs,  attacked  the  author  of  the  Refle£lions  in  his 
moft  vulnerable  parts.  In  fh or t,  though  we  are  of  opinion  that 
Dr.  Prieftley's  conduct  has  been  often  cenfureable,  we  do  not 
think  the  author  of  the  Kpiftlehas  noticed  the  molt  exception- 
able paflages,  or  always  conducted  his  lively  raillery  witli 
propriety.  It  would  be  on  the  other  hand  improper  to  deny 
him  the  praife  of  much  juft  fatire,  and  on  many  occafions  of 
well-dire(5tcd  pleafantrv.  His  poetry  alfo  is  eafy,  harmonious, 
and  often  elegant.  W  e  had  intended  giving  fpeclmens  of  the 
different  parts,  in  which  we  think  Dr.  Prieftley's  correfpondent 
had  failed  or  excelled.  It  is  enough,  however,  to  tranfcribe  a. 
paflage  of  either  kind. 

*  Yet  when  thy  works  to  my  enraptur'd  eyes 
In  all  their  mingled  blaze  of  glory  rife. 
Amid  fach  rich  variety  to  choofe. 
Confound?,  not  daunts,  my  high-afpiring  mufe. 
For  who  like  thee  with  novelty  can  charm, 
*   Sooth  us  with  error,  and  with  truth  alarm ; 
Like  thee  can  prove,  on  thy  phlogiftic  plan. 
How  death  abforbs  the  vital  part  of  man  ; 
f  At  naked  fa(^s  make  all  the  learned  Rare, 
And  write  more  theories  than  lines  on  air; 

.Rend 


*  *  See  the  motto  in  the  title  page.' 

*^  f  No  man  was  ever  more  temperate  in  the  introdudion  of  new  terms,  con- 
fidering  the  niimhcr  of  new  fa6is  I  have  difcovered  "  Vol.  ii.  p.  334.-01  the 
xianner  in  which  thofe  iad*.  were  difcovered,  the  do(5loT  thus  modedly  fpt  uks 

in 
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Rend  the  tough  web  of  Horfley's  clofe-wove  work  ; 
Or  from  Platonic  dreams  awaken  Burke  ! 
But  fince  the  gaping  world  in  deep  amazie 
Still  on  thy  lail  eccentric  pamphlet  gaze, 
X  Which  like  great  Milton's  hero  o'er  the  plaia 
Where  tumult,  difcord,  and  feditlon  reign. 
Wide  hovering  hangs,  then  as  a  rocket  bright 
Darts  flaming  up,   and  fires  the  realms  of  night  ; 
Ere  yet  the  wonder  fades,  my  mufe  (liall  try 
To  trace  its  flaming  progrefs  through  the  iky/ 

Perhaps  the  unlearned  reader  may  not  be  aware,  that  Dr. 
Prieftley  has  publiflicd  more  naked  fads  and  fewer  theories 
than  any  author;  and  that  '  abforbing  the  vital  part  of  man* 
is  an  opinion  as  unphilofophical  as  it  is  unjuftly  attributed  to 
Dr.  Prieftley.  In  the  beginning  of  the  poem,  the  following 
lines  are  wholly  unfuitable  to  Dr.  Prieftley  and  his  difcoveries-. 

'  In  whofe  high  prefence  fmks  dejsded  Kales, 
Locke's  underftanding  in  confufion  fails, 
Boyle's  fame  exhnuftied  like  his  air  pump  lies. 
And  Newton's  prifm  hides  all  his  rainbow  dyes.' 

Neither  of  thefe  authors'  fame  has  been  fullied  by  Prieftley^ 
whofe  labours  have  contributed  to  extend  and  to  difieminate 
the  difcoveries  of  each. 

The  following  pafTage  is  truly  humourous  and  pleafing  : 
with  this  we  mull  conclude  our  article. 

'  Hail  happy  hour !  when  favage  wars  Hiall  ceafe. 
And  all  but  thou,  my  Prieflley,  be  at  peace  ; 
When  fl:atefmen,  like  thy  Lanfdowne  ever  mild, 
*'  In  wit  a  man,  in  innocence  a  child," 
Loft  too,  like  him,  in  labyrinths  of  thought. 
Shall  wonder  why  we  rude  *  barbc^ians  fought : 
t  When  for  a,  livelihood  compell'd  to  Ihift, 
And  turn'd,  unpitied,  pennylefs,  adrift. 
Now  half  the  bench  of  bifliops  we  may  meet. 
Croaking  **  old  clcthes"  about  St.  James's  Street; 

in  the  323(1  page  of  the  f«me  volume.  "  I  was  determined  to  fiiew  how  h'ttic 
myitery  there  really  is  in  the  bufmcls  of  evperimental  philofophv,  and  with  how 
Little  la^acity  or  delign  difcoveries  (whicli  fomc  are  picafed  to  confider  as  great 
woid  wcuderful  things)  have  been  made." 

'  +  Satan 

Springs  upvrards  like  a  pyramid  of  Hre,     ' 
Into  the  wild  e;:panre.' 
"  *  No  defcrjptlon  cf  men  but  barbarians  willhave  reccurfe  to  war." — Prieft- 
ley'* letters  to  Burke,  p.  ijt. 

"  I  There  will  be  uo  more  lord  bifncp.?,"and  archbllhop*,"  ^c—Ibid.'' 

8  There- 
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^  There  fee  them,  tumbling  o'er  each  other,  ilrive 

Who  firft  a  bargain  uith  their  queen  fhall  drive ; 
While  no  mean  lure  her  beckoning  hand  difplays,' 
The  well-known  royal  brogues  of  better  days  ; 
At  Lambeth  Ferry  fee  broad-chefted  Moore 
The  tide  againfl:  him,  tugging  at  th'2  oar; 
See  fiout-limb'd  Markham,  owner  of  a  chair. 
With  Irilh  heroes  fcuffling  for  a  fare; 
Watfon,  a  chemift's  journeyman,  return'd 
Again  to  thumb  the  books  which  late  he  burn'd  ; 
Smooth  Home  an  oil-man  in  the  fhop  of  Skill  ^^ 
Dipping  in  undluous  puffs  his  gentle  quill ; 
vAna  Horfley,  yet  thy  foe,   for  trunks  and  pies 
in  Grub-Street  garrets  fcdbbling  new  replies  ; 
"V^Tiile  Pitt's  own  Prettyman,   now  Peter  Puff, 
By  auction  fells  his  bankrupt  brethren's  fluff. 
In  his  new  pulpit  thundering  fro.-n  an  high- 
Each  look  affurance,  and  each  word  a  lie.* 

Striciurcs  upon  Primitive  Chrijllanity^  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Knowlcs, 
Prebendary  of  Ely ;  as  alfo  upon  the  Theological  and  Polemical 
ff'ritlngs  if  the  Right  Rev.  the  Lord  Bl/hop  of  St.  David's^ 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Prie/lley,  and  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Badcock.  By 
yayncs  Ed'-juard  Hamilton^  Efq.  Part  the  Firf,  %vo.  ^s. 
'Boards..     Johnfon.     1790. 

R.  James  Edward  Hamilton  lias  endeavoured  to  engage 
the  attention  of  the  public  by  M^orks  of  very  different 
kinds.  His  Stri^-^ures  are  fo  bold  and  fmgular  that  he  pro- 
bably depended  on  fucceeding  in  this  department;  and  we 
mull  allow  that,  \vhcn  we  ftrft  rend  the  performanbe  now  be- 
fore us>we  were  ailoniflied  and  perplexed  refpefling  the  man- 
ner ill  which  that  work  (hould  be  confidered.  Some  ,time  has 
fincc  elapfed,  and  mature  refle£lion  has  taught  us.  that  thefe' 
brilliant  corrufcatlons  have  little  power-,  that  their  merit  con- 
fifls  in  their  fplendor,  which  is  evanefcent,  and  on  their  rarity, 
•^Irif^h  a  little  familiarity  renders  no  loffger  impofing.  Our 
author  ought,  however,  to  give  his  own  fentiments ;  and  we 
fhall  fpeak  of  him  as  he  is,  more  fhortly,  perhaps,  than  }ve 
mav  think  his  opinions  deferve,  and  more  llightly  thanhiisdWn 
felf-importance  feems  to  exped:. 

His  great  obje61:  is  to  fliow  that  Jefus  is  not  the  Melliah  or 
Chviil ;  that  the  writings  vt^hich  we  call  the  New  Teftament  are 
fpuriousor  adulterated  -y  and  that  Chriflianity,.foundedon  thefe/ 

• • ' v ~ ■ 

•  *  For  the  daily  advertifcments  of  Mcffrs.  Skill  and  Son  fee  any  of  the  tbir- 
tct  n  Morning  Papers.' 
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is  a  fophiflication  of  the  doctrine  of  Jefus.  As  the  ground- 
work of  this  dodnne,  he  endeavours  to  prove,  that,  if  the 
Deity  ever  interpofed  in  the  affairs  of  mankind,  his  interpofi- 
tion  mud  have  been  fo  ftriking  as  to  have  occafioned  immedi- 
ate affent,  and  the  code  which  he  deUvers  would  not  exceed 
the  capacity  of  thofe  for  whofe  ufe  it  was  prepared,  and  to 
whom  it  was  communicated.  Any  rehgious  I'yllerh,  there- 
fore, founded  on  a  fappofed  revelation  which  cannot  be  prov- 
ed to  have  exilledj  immediately  after  the  revelation  is  known 
to  have  been  given,  muft  be  falfe  and  erroneous.  We  fhall 
not  ftop  to  comment  on  thefe  principles.  The  two  former 
have  been  often  combated  with  fuccefs,  and  the  latter  can  be 
only  appreciated  by  the  ultimate  fuccefs  of  the  argument* 

In  the  apoltolic  age,  our  author  tells  us,  a  feci  exifted,  not 
indeed  called  Ebionites,  but  whofe  principles  were  fimilar,  and 
who  acknowledged  only  the  moral  law  of  Mofes.  Dr.  Prieft- 
iey,  he  obferves,  miffed  the  great  difcovery,  by  fuppofing  them 
Chriftians,  while  they  were  only  followers  of  Chrift  j  for 
Chriilianity  was,  in  IVIr.  Hamilton's  opinion,  one  of  the  firfl 
corruptions  of  Chrift's  do6lrines.  In  proof  of  the  antiquity 
of  the  Ebionites,  our  author  quotes  Marius  Mercator  and 
Primafius-,  the  former  of  whom  lived,  he  tells  us,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  fifth  century,  and  the  latter  a  century  earlier. 
Primafius,  however,  really  flourifhed  in  the  fixth  cehtury ;  and, 
confequently,  accordingly  to  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  age  of  Mer- 
cator muft  be  the  feventh.  Their  teftimony  is,  therefore,  of 
little  importance,  allowing  that  it  Was  exprefsly  in  favour  of 
our  author's  vifionary  fancy. 

in  the  preliminary  difquifition,  Mr.  Hamilton  more  particu*- 
larly  informs  us,  that  he  is  an  Ebionite,  that  is,  one  who  believes 
that  Jefus  was  a  man  fent  from  God,  but  not  the  Chrift  fore- 
told by  the  Jewifli  prophets,  under  whofe  government  the 
Jews  were  to  enjoy  that  temporal  profperity  described  to  them, 
and  rejects,  or  makes  little  account  of,  the  books  of  the  New 
Teftament,  excepting  only  the  Gofpel  of  St.  Mark.  The 
proofs  of  this  ftrange  fyftem,  feemingly  publiflied  to  make  the 
unlearned  ftare,  are  partial  quotations,  and  illiberal  inve£lives. 
After  purfuing  the  argurrents  with  more  care  than  they  de- 
•lerve,  we  can  truly  add,  that  they  have  very  little  foundation. 
As  a  fpecimen  of  our  author's  flimfy  mode  of  argumentation, 
we  (hall  feled  two  proofsthat  Nazarene  was  the  tinlverfal 
name  for  the  followers  of  Jefus. 

*  My  firft  pofition  then  is,  that  the  appellation  of  Nazarene 
was  the  univerfal  diftinguiihing  name  for  all  the  followers  of  Jefus ; 
that  is,  of  thofe  who  believed  in  his  divine  miffion.     This  was  the 
genus  which  embraced  all  the  fpecici.     As  the  term  Proteilant  in- 
cludes 
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c'udes  Lutherans,'  CalviniUs,  Armininrs,  Quakers ;  Co  did  the 
term  Nazarene  include  every  fecl"of  the  followers  of  Jefus,  whe- 
ther Ebionites,  Orthodox,  Gnotlics,  &c.  My  proof  for  this  po- 
fnion  is  from  Ai^s  xxiv.  5  :  *'  For  we  have  found  this  man  a  pef- 
titent  fellow,  and  a  mover  of  fedition  among  all  the  Jews  through- 
cut  the  world,  and  a  ringleader  of  the  led  of  the  Nazarencs.**  1 
doubtnot  but  that  there  are  feme  who  will  affirm  that  Nazarenes  here 
iiivends  only  the  Jewifn  beLevers  in  Jefua  ;  but  the  following  pafiage 
iicm  Tertullian,  will  not  admit  this  evanon.  He  fays,  that  •'  the 
Chrillof  the  Creator  was  to  have  been  called  a  Nazarene,  accord- 
ing to  the  prophet;  wherefore  the  Jews  call  us  Nazarenes,  from 
this  name."  This,  I  truft,  is  explicit  evidence ;  if  it  be  not,  I 
know  not  what  is.  Tertullian  was  no  Jew,  yet  he  admits  tK^t  he 
vvas  called  a  Nazarene  by  the  Jews.  That  it  was  a  name  of  con- 
tempt, bp.  Korili'y  himfelf  admits,  which  precludes  any  argunic^t 
that  can  be  formed  from  a  diiFerent  mode  of  fpelling  it ;  it  being 
utterly  icnprobable  that  the  Jews  would  give  the  believers  in  lefus 
two  nick>names  of  nearly  iimilar  found.' 

Mr.  Hamilton's  particular  criticifms  on  Dr.  Knowlcs,  and 
tlie  other  authors  mentioned  in  the  titiTe  page,  deferve  little 
more  refpecl  than  his  general  doclrines.  We  muft  leave  hir^i, 
without  the  cheering  confolation  of  applaufe,  and  without  a- 
wifh  to  pcrufe  the  reft  of  his  theological  lucubrations. 

thirteen  Sefnions  to  Stamen  ;  Preached  on  board  of  his  Majefty^s 
Shipy  Lcander,  In  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar,  By  Fcrcival  Stocks 
dale,    8u*o..55.  Beards.    Deighton.      I791. 

T  is  difficult  for  a  man  of  liberal  education  and  refined  fen- 
timents,  fuccefsfully  to  inftru£l  the  vulgar.  He  is  ever 
in  danger  of  rifing  too  high  in  his  ideas  and  language,  and 
muit  be  incefiantly  careful  to  level  both  to  their  comprehen- 
fion.  Sermons  judicioufly  jidapted  to  the  underftanding  of 
feamen,  that  callous,  carelefs  and  uninformed  race,  many  of 
whom  laugh  at  all  that  is  decent  and  moral,  and  know  no 
more  of  the  Chriftian  religion  than  the  moil  ignorant  amongfl 
them  of  the  longitude,  mull  therefore  claim  tlieir  peculiar  me- 
rit. Far  more  eafy  were  it  to  harangue  an  enlightened  con- 
gregation, than  fuch  an  audience.  The  demonftrations  of 
reafon,  and  the  authorities  of  fcripture,  one  might  expe6l  to 
be  alike  repelled  from  the  obdurate  breall  of  the  hearer  to  th-c 
preacher ;  and  all  his  ammunition,  to  fpeak  in  their  own  phrafe, 
directed  againft  an  Im.pregnable  fortrcfs.  This  confequence 
might  be  expected  whatever  were  the  adilrefs  of  the  fpeaker, 
or  the  fubjetls  he  might  fele6l.  Happily,  however,  thefe  con- 
fiderations  operated  not  to  prevent  Mr.  Stoekdale  from  dif- 
cliarging  his  duty.  The  topics  lie  has  chofen,  and  his  man- 
ner 
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lier  of  treating  them,  demonftrate  the  fenoufnefs  of  his  in- 
tentions to  imprefs  on  the  mincls  of  his  floating  congregation, 
feutimentS  of  religion  and  morality.  But  we  fear  that  his  ftylc 
and  ideas  muft  have  been  in  general  too  far  refined  for  hrs^au- 
dience,  however  careful  Mr.  Stockdale  may  have  efleemed  him- 
felf  in  guarding  againlt  this  error.  Siich  expreflions  as  *  th^ 
mechanical  etiquette  of  life,  the  local  and  tranfi tor y  prefer- 
ences, the  badges  of  partial  and  faditious  honour,  give  hi^^ 
not  the  lead  fever  of  emulation.' — *  the  falubripus  and  aro- 
matic flow  to  the  bread  of  a  good  man'  muft  have  been 
heathen  Greek  to  the  lads  of  the  fore-caftle :  nor  can  his  me^ 
taphors  and  allufions  have  been  more  intelligible.  '  Thus  ht 
fubftituteS  broad  equity  for  narrow. law  5  he  is  his  own  chan-. 
cellor  *,  he  almoft  emulates  his  God  i  lie  is  almoft  his  own  le- 
giflator.*  Here  the  contraft  muft  havfe  Certainly  loft  its  effedl : 
Neither  yohn  before  the  mafty  nor  perhaps  fome  of  the  officers^ 
knowing  the  difl^erence  between  a  chancellor  and  a  chief-jufticco 
To  the  names  of  a  *  Curtius  or  a  Charles  XIL'  they  niuft  havfe 
been  equally  ftrangcrs:  neither  were  they  competent  judges 
of  his  farcafms  on  modern  infidclsj  nor  of  his  eltgarit  irony 
on  the  barbarity  of  prefenting  the  idea  of  death  to  the  mirid  of 
a  woman  of  fafliion.  All  this,-  and  a  great  deal  mor«,  is  like 
chipping  blocks  with  a  razor.  Removing  little  incidental  cir- 
cumftances,  which  denote  the  character  of  the  hearers,  thefe 
difcourfes  are  equal  to  the  moft  enlightened  audience  of  landf- 
men.  Though  Whitfunday,  and  Trinity-funday,  conftituted 
two  of  the  fabbathsj  Mr.  Stockuj!e,  with  proper  addrefs,  de- 
clines to  enter  on  either  myftical  fubje£l:,  and  confines  his 
precepts  to  the  doctrines  of  pure  morality.  His  preface  pre- 
fents  a  pleafing  account  of  his  naval  fituation,  which  to  hiiii 
appears)  if  wc  may  be  allowed  a  pun,  to  have  been  quite  a  nen> 
birth, 

*  All  thefe  difcourfes,  except  one,  were  preached  in  the  Bay  of 
Gibraltar;  that  one  was  delUned  to  a  Sunday  on  which  we  were 
cruifing  in  the  Atlantic.  Our  preparations  for  divine  worfhip,  in 
the  environs  of  Calpe,  ^ere  peculiarly  adapted  to  excite  religious 
fentiments,  in  a  well  dlfpofed  mind.  Our  bufy  and  refpeftfol  ar- 
rangements for  the  worfhiip  of  our  God  ;  the  building,  as  the  fail- 
ors  term  it,  of  our  tenipoi  ary  church  ;  the  rude  grandeur  of  the 
rock  of  Gibraltar,  detached,  in  appearance,  from  either  continent ; 
the  neighbouring  hill^  of  Andalufia,  and  the  more  diflint  and 
lofty  mountains  of  Grenada;  our  cleai  and  diftinclvievV  of  the 
African  fliore,  ftill  more  romantic  in  its  perfpedtive  ;  inhabited  by 
jr»en  of  a  v^ry  different  faith  from  burs;  yet  our  brethren,  and 
fons  of  the  fame  Creator  ; — the  ferene  and  unfpottcd  iky ;  that  ca- 
nopy of  Heaven,  of  a  pure  and  vivid  azure  ;   the  uninterrupted 
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flood  of  glory  from  the  fun,  the  vail  fountain  of  light,  and  warmth  ; 
the  daily  herald,  and  the  afiertor  of  the  divine  Majefty ; — ^thefe 
objeds,  while  they  demonflrated  a  deity,  feemed  to  convey  to  us 
his  approbation  of  oar  grateful  and  reafonable  fcryice,  as  the  im» 
mediate  and  natural  refult  of  all  that  magnificence.* 

The  fermons  denoi^inated  *  A  proper  View  of  Death  pro- 
tlutlive  of  every  Virtue/  and  *  The  benevolent  moral  CEco- 
iiomy  of  God  over  the  Globe'  exhibit  Mr.  Stcckdale's  talents 
as  a  divine  and  a  philofopher  in  a  very  favourable  view.  On 
ihe  former  of  thefe  fubje£ls  he  obfervcs; 

'  I  fliould,  however,  entertain  a  very  improper,  a  very  illiberal 
opinion,  of  the  congregation  whom  1  am  now  addreifing,  if  I  fuf- 
peded  that  I  could  dillurb  the  repofe  of  their  minds,  that  I  coidd 
at  all  difconcert  them,  by  dehberately  and  ferioufly  converfing 
with  them,  on  the  fubjed  of  death.  Will  not  men^  who  are  train- 
ed, and  habituated,  to  the  profefiion  of  arms; — men,  who,  in  a 
generous  caufe,  bravely  court  this  king  of  terrors,  in  war;  — will 
not  they  be  patiently;  will  not  they  be  cheerfully  attentive,  while 
■  he  is  flript  of  his  terrours,  by  a  miniHer  of  peace?* 

*  I  am  fo  defirous  of  your  regard,  that  I  Ihould  be  forry  to  be 
thought  your  flatterer.  However,  I  have  no  doubt,  that  every 
man  who  hears  me,  would,  in  the  warmefl  adlion  that  can  be  ima- 
gined, acquit  himfelf  hke  an  Engliftiman.  In  the  mofl:  trying 
inllance,  then,  you  would  he  fuperiour  t-o  the  fear  of  death.  But 
let  me  tell  you,  my  friends,  animal  fpirits,  nay  even  Englifli  en- 
thufiafm,  will  not  always  bear  equally  high.  Would  it  not,  then, 
add  to  the  fteadinefs,  to  the  equality,  to  the  firmnefs  of  your  cou- 
rage, frequently  to  refleft,  in  your  private  houre,  that  death  is 
inevitable  ;  that  it  is  the  neceflary  lot  of  all  men  ;  that,  therefore, 
to  be  tenacious  of  life,  with  anxiety  ;  and  efpecially  with  the  dan- 
ger, or  at  the  expence  of  honour,  is  as  abfurd  as  it  is  bafe  ;-— 
that  death  in  the  chamber,  as  it  is  often  without  fame,  is  often 
the  mofl:  painful ; — and  that,  by  meeting  it,  in  the  public  caufe, 
we  piobably  confult  our'eafe  ;  we  always  infure  our  glory.  Why 
then  is  it  unmanly,  my  brethren,  in  a  certain  ftrain  of  thinking,  to 
think  on  our  diflblution  ? Why  fliould  the  hero  deem  the  her- 
mit a  dotard,  for  often  ruminating  on  death  ? — ' 

In  the  next  difcourfe  we  meet  with  the  following  judicious 
remarks ;  which,  however,  may  ferve  to  exemplify  our  preced- 
ing obfervation: 

<  As  perfons  bred  to  the  fea-fervice,  are  more  or  lefs  habitua- 
ted to  a  va|r!"'^"y  of  climes  and  countries,  they  have  peculiar'  op- 
portunities," if  they  dired  their  obfervations  and  reflexions  as  they 
ought,  to  be  coTivinced  of  the  power,  and  wifddm,  and  goo'dnefs 
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of  their  Creator— to  improve  their  underftandlngs,  and  their  bene- 
volence, by  a  view  of  the  infinitely  divcrfified  energies  and  exer-* 
tions  of  God  Almighty,  and  of  the  human  mind,  in  the  natural, 
political^  religious,  moral,  and  focial  objedls  of  the  many  inhabit- 
ed regions  of  the  earth  ; — they  have  peculiar  opportunities  to  fet  a 
juft  value  on  the  great  exclufive  privileges  and  blefiings  which  the 
inhabitants  of  our  famous  ifland  enjoy  ;— and  at  the  fame  time,  to 
eradicate  from  their  hearts,  all  narrow  and  ungenerous  prejudices 
againft  foreign  nations  i  to  judge  of  them,  and  to  treat  them,  with 
good  manners  and  humanity; — in  {hort,  to  become  true  citizens 
of  the  world;  and  thus  very  eflentially  to  confult  their  own  honour, 
cafe,  and  fatisfadlion ;  and  to  adopt  into  their  lives  the  effence, 
and  to  adorn  the  profeiTion,  of  Chriilianity.* 

Having  in  very  energetic  language  defcribed  the  political 
and  moral  evils  incident  to  hot  climates,  he  proceeds : 

*  Let  us  turn  our  eyes  from  this  bright,  yet  melancholy  prof- 
pe(Sl,  and  look  back,  with  pleafure,  and  with  triumph,  on  the 
rougher  atmofphere  of  our  celebrated  ifland.  If  moderate,  nay, 
northern  latitudes,  as  a  great  political  philofopher  hath  fuppofed  ; 
and  as  we  are  taught,  indeed  by  the  modern  and  living  hiftory  of 
Europe,  are  favourable  to  pure  religion,  to  good  lawF,  to  the  ufe- 
ful,  and  fine  arts — to  all  that  actuates,  expands,  improves,  and  en- 
nobles the  human  heart  and  mind  ; — furely  we  n^ay  accept  with, 
refignation,  nay  with  gratitude,  our  unequal  and  rude  feafons  ;— * 
nor  need  we  envy  the  opprefl'ed  and  "dozing  African,  his  warm 
and  powerful  fun,  his  azure  fky,  and  his  groves  of  perpetual  ver- 
dure. We  obey  a  mild,  and  limited  fovereignty  ; — and  juft  and 
equal  laws  ;  on  the  principles  of  reafon,  and  of  a  moft  rational  and 
excellent  religion; — he,  the  poor  African,  is  the  fubjed,  or  ra- 
ther the  flave  of  a  tyrant ;  on  the  abjedl  principle  of  fear,  and  of 
fuperftitious,  and  enthufiaftick  impoilure.  His  Koran  teaches  him 
to  fhow  mercy,  and  brotherly  kindnefs,  only  to  thofe  of  his  own 
perfuafion ; — to  diffufe  on  earth,  the  kingdom  of  the  Father  of  the 
univerfe,  by  fire  and  fword  ;  and  to  fubmit,  with  a  devoted  fer- 
vitude,  to  the  frantic  refentment  of  a  mortal  defpot,  or  to  the  fa- 
cred  will  of  the  unerring  fucceflbr  of  the  prophet  of  God.' 


•  We  may.  In  general  remark,  that  advantages  and  difadvan- 
tages  are  reciprocally  compenfated.  In  the  warmer  and  finer 
climes,  men  are  fubjeft  to  difagreeable  relaxations  of  body  and 
mind ;  they  are  often  infefted  with  noxious  infefts  and  animals  ; 
and  the  peftilence  often  rages  through  the  apparently,  pureft  at- 
mofphere. There,  too,  the  paflions  of  the  mind  arc  very  inflam- 
mable and  outrageous;  frequently  tormenting,  and  deiirudlive  to 
their  pofl'efTor  and  to  mankind.  Very  foothing  and  large  atone- 
ments are  made,  by  the  Qod  of  nature,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
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cold  northern  climates,  for  the  rigoui  of  their  lot.  They  are  brJl- 
ced  by  a  keen,  but  healthful,  and  invigorating  air; — an  abundance 
of  fubftantial  aliment  is  afforded  to  them,  which  makes  amends  for 
the  more  delicate  luxuries  of  the  fouth  :  the  furface,  or  the  bow- 
els of  the  earth,  yields  them  plenty  of  fuel,  to  fupply  the  oblique 
rays  of  their  paler  fun  :  the  ftrong  circulation  of  their  blood,  gives 
a  vigorous  play  to  the  heart,  and  bids  it  vibrate,  fympathetically 
with  oar  fentiments,  in  favour  of  the  rights  of  mankind.  The 
famejuft  and' regular  flow  of  the  animal  oeconomy,  prevents  thofe 
crude  and  ill-formed  digeftions,  or  fecretions,  or  at  leaft,  it  is  not 
attended  with  thofe  inflamed  and  exalted  animal  fpirits,  which 
precipitate  the  human  mind  to  jealoufy ;  to  the  moH  implacable 
revenge  ;  to  the  m6ft  horrible  aflafiinations*  Among  the  calmer 
inhabitants  of  the  north,  man  is,  comparatively,  quiet,  civil,  hof- 
pitable;  his  life  is  fimple,  and  indultrious  ;  his  death  is  gradual, 
and  undiflurbed.  Arid  perhaps  the  mildnefs  of  the  iritelledlual,  is 
preferable  to  the  foftnefs  of  the  aerial  region.' 

Thefe  dlfcourfes  are  w^ritten.with  the  fame  animation,  claf- 
fical  erudition,  and  purity  of  fenfinicnt,  tfiat  difliiTguifh  the 
other  produftions  of  Mr.  Stockdale  :  but  tliey  are  :Oo  frequeftt- 
]y  cenfurable  for  redundancy  of  llylc,  and  dupiication  of  epi- 
thet. Mr.  Stockdale  ihould  attend  more  to  compreffion.-^We 
are  prefented,  in  this  work,  with  the  extraordinary  phenomenon 
of  a  clergyman  inveighing  againil  his  own  order.  In  the  firft 
Icrmon,  he  obferves,  in  general  terms,  that  *  the  caufe  of  chi^if- 
tlanity  has  fuffered  by  the  gloom  and  artifice  of  prujls  ;*  and 
in  the  fourth, 

*  Of  all  the  enemies  to  the  celcflial  morality  of  the  gofpel  (I  do 
not  mean,  with  a  cold,  and  timid  caution,  to  reflrain  my  remark 
to  the  church  of  Rome),  the  moft  mifchievous  foes  to  this  divine 
morality,  have  always  been  priefls,  who  are  licentious  in  their 
manners,  or  ambitious  in  their  fcheraes.' 

Surely  Mr.  Stockdale  could  not  intend  thefe  propofitions  as 
univerfal  ?  He  is  liimfelf  obviouily  firbje£l  to  the  cenfure. 

The  author  is  at  fome  pains,  iu  his  preface,  to  eflablifli  his 
pretenfions  to  ecclefiaflic  orthodoxy  ;  and  on  this  fubje^Sl:  re- 
lates an  humourous  llory  of  a  Socinian,  who  being  hard  prefl- 
cd  bv  the  exclamation  of  St.  Thomas  at  recognifing  Chrift  af- 
ter his  refurrecflicn,  viz.  My  Lord  and  my  God !  '  roundly 
aflerted  that  thefe  words  were,*  as  in  modern  language  *  mere- 
ly an  exprefTion  of  furprize.' 

We  muft,  however,  be  allowed  to  queftion  the  complete 
ioyalt  V  of  Mr.  Stockdale's  affection  to  the  church-articles ;  when 
having  mentioned  '  the  eternal  punifhment  of  fmners,  the 
worm  that  never  dieth,  and  the  fire  that  is  never  quenched,* 
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lie  remarks  that  thefe  expreflions  are  *  ftrong  exaggerations 
or  amplifications  of  the  truth.' 

We  arc  forry  to  obferve  that  this  amiable  writer  has  expe- 
rienced fome  apparently  illiberal  treatment  from  certain  of  our 
fraternity  ;  but  as  his  complaint  refpe<Sls  notour  particular  ro/-/)!, 
it  is  not  within  our  province  to  notice  it.  We  fhall  only  re- 
commend it  to  Mr.  Stockdale,  fhould  he  ever  again  addrefs  an 
illiterate  congregation,  to  abitain  from  all  elegance  of  phrafe, 
all  refined  fpeculationj  and  learned  allufion;  and,  like  Moliere, 
to  read  his  MSS.  to  fome  humble  old  woman,  before  he  com- 
mits them  to  the  prefs. 

To  thefe  difcourfes  are  prefixed  an  elegant  likenefs  of  the 
author,  and  an  ingenious  dedication  to  Mr.  Jerningham. — Is 
it  afFe£lation  or  humility  that  has  produced  the  prevailing 
cuflom  amongfl  our  clergy,  of  omitting  their  accuitomcd 
title  ? 


A  Political  and  Military  Rhapfody  on  the  Invafton  and  Defence 
of  Gi  eat  Britain  and  It  eland.  Illujirated  with  three  Copper 
Plates.  By  the  late  General  Lloyd.  To  which  is  annexcdy 
An  Introdudiony  arid  a  Jhort  Account  of  the  Author* s  Life, 
^vo,     6j.  Boards.     Egertons.     1790. 

^T^HIS  Rhapfody,  as  it  ismodeflly  entitled,  was  compofed  dur- 
■*-  ing  the  late  war  with  France  and  Spain,  when  an  invafion 
of  England  was  apprehended.  General  Lloyd  appears  to  have 
entertained  very  jufl  ideas  of  the  difficulty  of  executing  fuch  a 
proje6t  with  any  probability  of  fuccefs.  He  obferves  that  it 
is  always  a  dangerous  enterprize,  and  not  to  be  attempted 
while  there  remains  a  probability  of  the  Britifh  fleet  appearing 
at  fea ;  becaufe  the  latter  may  intercept  the  convoys  of  the 
enemy,  and  block  up  the  harbour  when  they  have  eflabliflied 
their  depots;  fo  that  in  a  fliort  tim.e  their  troops  muft  perifh. 
For  it  is  not  enough  that  they  debark  an  army  j  it  mufl  be 
continually  fupplied  and  protected  from  France,  otherwife, 
however  numerous,  it  cannot  make  any  progrefs  or  penetrate 
into  the  country. 

As  this  treatife  was  written  on  the  fpur  of  the  occafion,  and 
there  can  at  prefent  be  no  opportunity  of  putting  in  pradice 
the  military  directions  fuggelted  by  general  Lloyd  on  fuch  an 
emergency ;  yet  it  may  not  be  improper  to  mention  the  out- 
Knes  of  a  fubject,  which  would  eventually  have  been  highly 
interefling  to  the  nation. 

General  Lloyd  remarks,  that  in  attempting  fuch  an  enter- 
prize as  an  invafion  of  England,  Brefl  is  the  point  wiience 
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the  French  mufl  depart;  hecaufe  all  their  operations,  cvea 
when  they  have  landed,  are  connefted  with  and  depend  upon 
their  fleet.  But  as  all  operations  which  depend  on  navigation 
are,  from  its  nature,  precarious,  and  liable  to  a  thoufand  dif- 
ficulties, they  niuil  have  likewife  a  place  of  arms  in  the  coun- 
try, a  fpacious  harbour,  as  near  their  own  coafl  as  pofTible  ; 
and  befides  thefe  advantages,  abfolutely  required,  the  place 
muft  be  fo  fituated  that  by  marching  a  few  miles  inland,  they 
can  occupy  fuch  a  poft  as  will  render  them  mafters  of  a  track 
of  country  behind  their  army  fufficient  to  fupply  it  with  fub- 
fiftence  on  their  Hops  ;  without  which  no  progrefs  can  be  made, 
nor  can  they  remain  for  any  confiderable  time  in  any  part  of 
the  country. 

Plymouth,  general  Lloyd  obferves,  anfwers  perfe£tly  this 
defcription,  being  a  fafe  and  convenient  harbour  near  the  coafl 
of  France  ;  and  by  marching  only  to  Chudleigh,  the  invaders 
would  be  maflers  of  Cornwall,  Devonfhire,  and  part  of  So- 
merfctfhire,  where  they  could  find  provifions  in  abundance. 
This  would  enable  them  to  profecute  their  operations,  and 
penetrate  farther  into  the  country,  or,  if  they  chofe  to  remain 
there,  it  would  be  a  difficult  matter  to  drive  them  back,  as 
they  would  have  a  fleet  at  Plymouth.  But  the  general  adds, 
that  the  meafures  taken  by  government  for  the  defence  of  that 
important  place,  left  no  room  to  fear  for  its  fafety. 

Next  to  Plymouth,  the  only  place  which  can  ferve  the  pur- 
pofe  of  the  enemy,  in  general  Lloyd's  opinion,  is  Portfmouth, 
which  has  two  finq  roads,  St.  Helen  and  Spithead,  and  a  very 
fafe  harbour.  The  general  then  proceeds  to  point  out  the 
ineafures  which  ought  to  be  taken,  upon  the  fuppofition  that 
the  enemy  had  made  themfelves  maflers  either  of  Plymouth  or 
Portfmouth.  The  detail  of  this  fubjeft  occupies  the  whole 
remaining  part  of  the  treatife,  which,  as  happily  unnecefTary, 
it  would  be  improper  for  us  to  purfue  any  further.  Suffice  it 
to  obfcrve,  that  the  general  difcovers  not  only  a  fyfhematical 
knowledge  of  the  military  art,  but  a  competent  topographical 
acquaintance  with  the  country  which  would  have  been  the 
fcene  of  operations  between  our  troops  and  the  enemy,  in  cafe 
^n  invafion  had  taken  place. 

The  eventual  movements  are  defcribed  with  perfpicuity,  ancj 
illuftrated  with  plates.  An  Litroduftion,  prefixed  to  the  Rhap- 
fody,  contains  a  fliort  account  of  general  Lloyd's  life,  with 
obfervatiQn$  on  a  pam^phlet  lately  publiflied  in  France,  by  M, 
Dupont,  and  a  general  view  of  the  politics  of  France,  during 
X^^  ^wo  1#  (:enturies. 


ThcQlog'icaly  Phllofophlcal,  and  Moral EJfuyu    By  the  Rev.  Ed^ 
ward  Barry,  Af.  D.  ^vo,  $5.  Boards,  Symoiids.   1 791.     - 

'T^HIS  mifcellaneous  volume  commences  with  an  Eflay  on 
"*  Celibacv,  in  which  the  author  confiders  the  origin  of  this 
practice  in  the  church,  and  its  general  effects  on  fociety.  He 
obfen'es,  that  about  the  middle  of  the  third  century,  there 
were  fome  plaufible  reafons  for  fubmitting  to  a  fingle  life;  for 
in  thofe  times  of  perfecution,  many  Chrillians  retired  for  fafe- 
ty  into  deferts ;  and  even  when  thofe  troubles  ceafed,  they 
were  either  afraid  of  frefli  perfecution,  or  habit  and  fituation 
had  reconciled  them  to  a  fecluded  life,  and  rendered  conveni- 
ent and  voluntary  to  them  what  at  firft  originated  from  ne- 
ceflity.  The  apoftle  Paul,  he  contends,  is  falfely  charged  with 
difcouraging  marriage,  in  his  addrefs  to  the  Corinthian  con- 
verts, who  had  alked  his  opinion  concerning  marriage. 

'  The  apoflle  contrives  fuch  an  anfwer  as  was  every  way  calcu- 
lated for  the  fafety  and  welfare  of  the  church  in  a  time  of  perfecu- 
tion, and  he  fits  his  obfervations  to  the  feveral  tempers,  conllitu- 
tions,  and  circumftances  of  particular  perfons,  and  fo  keeps  free 
of  all  forcible  exhortation  either  to  the  married,  or  the  fingle  ftate— 
but  does  not  omit  to  lay  down  many  excellent  rules  for  their  con- 
dudl  in  each  I  and  if  it  be  infifted  on  that  he  appears  to  lean  more 
favorably  to  the  fide  of  a  fingle  life,  it  fliould  be  remarked  at  the 
fame  time,  that  he  has  then  a  view  to  its  advantages  in  a  trouble - 
fome  ftate,  and  in  a  time  of  perfecution,  fuch  as  it  then  was — he 
plainly  intimates  to  them,  that  if  they  would  make  the  prefent 
diftrefles  of  life  fit  eafier  upon  them,  they  fliould  not  be  for- 
ward to  marry,  provided  they  could  live  chaftly  without  it ;  but 
otherwife,  at  all  events  to  marry : — This  feems  plainly  to  be  the 
fum  and  fubftanceof  the  apoftles  meaning  ;  far  from  difcouraging, 
except  in  fuch  very  particular  cafes,  he  holds  marriage  in  various 
parts  of  his  writings,  as  a  moft  honorable,  and  commendable  ftate, 
and,  no  doubt,  would  have  been  a  warmer  advocate  for  it,  had 
the  times  in  which  he  lived  allowed  him.* 

The  next  Eflay  is  on  Wedlock,  for  which  the  author  is  a 
warm  advocate.  His  arguments  are  chiefly  drawn  from  the 
three  reafons  given  by  the  church  for  the  inltitution  of  mar- 
riage ;  and  he  illuftrates  the  force  of  thefe  by  feveral  pertinent 
remarks,  intermixed,  however,  with  obfervations  favouring 
too  much  of  rhapfody.  Of  this  kind  are  the  following,  rela- 
tive to  the  difcovery  of  the  temper  of  each  of  the  parties  pre- 
vious to  marriage. 

*  It  will  not  be  denied,  I  truft,  that  the  firft  impreffion  of  all 
things,  whether  animate  or  iivanimate,  have  generally  been  found, 
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by  experience,  to  be  more  ftriking  and  fettled  in  the  mind  than  all 
fubfequent  reviews  of  the  very  fame  objefts,  and  that  few  people 
conquer  firll  prejudices,  whether  they  be  of  like  or  diilike.  It  is 
true,  that  the  pfiafes  of  the  countenance,  like  thofe  of  the  moon, 
piay  alter,  and  like  that  planet,  borrow  all  its  luflre ;  but  Hill  the 
form  continues  what  it  firil  was,  and  the  glowing  effeft  is  equally 
delightful.  For  few,  very  few,  indeed,  until  the  cheerful  fun  has 
brightened  away  the  dews  of  the  morning,  are  apt  to  dazzle  the 
ieye,  or  convulfe  the  heart;  it  is  feldom  till  then  that  the  enchant- 
ing wand  flrikes  home,  and  the  throbbing  heart  abforbs  the  fpell : 
lience  thofe  fpafmodic  irritations  of  love,  which,  like  the  bite  of 
a  tarantula,  muft  be  immediately  allayed  by  all  fedative  means, 
and  tlie  patient  will  find  in  wedlock  a  certain  antidote  for  thp 
poifon.  But  it  will  be  faid,  that  although  the  choice  of  perfoa 
only  may  be  fettled  in  one  or  two  views,  as  well  as  two  hundred, 
•yet  it  will  require  time  and  much  obfervation  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  beauties  or  the  deformities  of  the  mind  : — But  let  it  be 
remarked,  that  on  the  momentous  events  of  courtlhip,  that  as  botli 
the  admirer  and  the  admired,  contrive  to  captivate  in  perfon,  fo 
likewife  do  they  in  goodnefs  of  difpofition  ;  (of  all  requifites  the 
moft  eflential  to  matrimonial  happinefs.)  It  is  the  intereft  no 
doubt,  of  both  parties,  to  conceal  with  ftudied  caution,  whatever 
IS  unamiable  in  the  natural  temper,  and  to  watch  with  nice  pre- 
caution the  door  of  the  mbuth;      '. 

*  The  endearing  phrafes  of  humanity  and  afFeftion — the  fym- 
pathyftng  pathetic  tear — the  fufceptible  loitering  eye —  the  balmy 
iighs,  all  combine  in  delightful  concert,  to  clinch  the  foul  with 
frantic  admiration,  while  they  may  only  be,  as  too  often  proves 
true,  the  cries  of  the  mermaid,  or  the  tears  of  crocodile.  The 
moft  ill  conditioned  mind,  may  be  difciplined  /or  fuch  deluiions, 
and  artfully  perform  in  quarantine,  the  pleafmg  character  of  a 
courtier.* 

In  the  third  Eflay,  the  fubje£l:  of  which  is  Sedu£l:ion,  we 
meet  with  many  moral  reflections  refpe61:ing  the  condu6l  of 
both  fexes,  but  likewife  overcharged  with  declamation,  which 
is  a  prevailing  blemifli  in  this  author;  • 

As  thefe  EfTays  are  not  of  fuflicient  importance  to  give  a 
particular  account  of  each,  we  are  under  the  neceflity  of 
mentioning  only  the  fubje£l:s  of  which  they  treat.  They 
are  as  follows:  Pride,  Duelling,  iSelf-murder,  Lying,  De- 
traction, Duplicity,  Avarice,  Generofity,  Temperance,  Ex- 
cefs,  Profperity,  Adverfity,  Juftice,Mergy,  Death,  Judgment. 
In  general,  the  author's  obfervations  have-not  much  claim  to 
novelty)  or  to  that  elegance  of  composition  which  might  com- 
pcnfate  the  tritenefs  of  the  fubjeCt.  'Kven  the  language  is,  in 
fome  inftahces,  liable  to  objection^     To  mention  one  or  two, 

we 
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•we  cannot  approve  of  the  expreffion  of  *  committing  a  <luel ; 
nor  of  perfonifying  the  mind  in  the  following  fcntcnce  - 
*  courage  is  that  virtue  wiiich  fupports  the  mind  under 
a  fenfe  of  danger,  and  gives  him  fortitude  to  meet  it.'  Let  it, 
however,  be  acknowledged,  that  the  Efliys  are  in  fome  places 
animated,  and  that  the  fentiments  which  they  inculcate  arc 
every  where  conformable  to  the  dictates  of  morality  and  reli- 
gion.— To  the  Eilays  above  enumerated  is  added  a  Letter,  be- 
fore publifhed,  addrefled  to  the  king,  lords,  and  commons,  on 
the  practice  of  boxing,  w^hich  the  author  reprobates  with 
great  juftice. 
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DIVINITY,    R  E  L  I  G  I  O  U  S,  &c. 

Jin  Enquiry  into  the  Expediency  or  Propriety  of  public  or  facial  Wor- 
Jhip.  By  Gilbert  Wakefield y  B*  A.  S'vo,  is.  Deighton.  1791. 
'T^HERE  were  many  pradices  adopted,  obferves  Mr.  Wakeheld, 
•*'  in  the  infancy  and  youth  of  thegofpel-inllitutions,  which  are 
not  adapted  for  their  riper  age.  One  of  thefe  feems,  in  his  opi- 
nion, to  be  public  or  fecial  worftip.  It  was  not  the  pradtice  of 
our  Saviour,  and  his  uniform  inllrudions  were  to  pray  in  fecrer. 
The  apoftles  met  together,  and  fecial  prayer  was  undoubtedly 
pradifed  by  them  ;  but,  in  form  and  extent,  their  prayers  were 
very  different  from  thofe  which  are  at  prefent  offered  in  our 
churches  and  our  afiemblies.  This  fubjeft,  if  properly  enquired 
into,  would  lead  us  very  far,  much  farther  indeed  than  our  au- 
thor himfelf  goes :  we  may,  however,  be  allowed  to  conclude 
that,  though  the  'propriety'  of  public  worfhip  may  be  a  fubjeft  of 
difcuffion,  its  '  expediency'  mufl  be  allowed. 

7'be  DoSlrine  of  the  Di'vine  Trinity  in  Unity  briefly  afferted  and  ^vin' 
dicated.     Confided  to  a  generous   Public.     By  the  Re<v,   Henr^ 
E<vans  Holder-     S'vo.     is.     Dilly.      1791. 
We  have,  in  this  author,  found  one  eager,  zealous  defender  of 
the  Trinity.    His  defence,  however,  is  founded  on  texts  of  Scrip- 
ture, which  have  been  interpreted  differently,  and  by  arguments 
which  many  have  at  leaft  attempted  to  anfwer.  But  this  is  the  out- 
line of  a  larger  work,  and  we  can  then  only  with  propriety  examine 
our  author's  arguments  at  length. 

A  Catechifm,  intended  as  a  Supplement  to  Dr.  Watts'  fir  ft  andfecond 
Sets;  principally  defigned  for  the  Ufi  of  Children  of  ii.vel've  Tears 
old  and  upnxjards.  By  T.  Heineken.  izmo.  ^d.  Dilly.  1790. 
Much  too  abllrufe  for  children  of  twelve  years  old :  it  is  flrange 
•  that 
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that  Catechifms,  defigned  for  children,  are  fo  con  flan  tly  filled 
with  ab^raft  ideas. 

Myjltry  Babylon  encompajfed for  utter  DefiruBion  ;  or,  Antinomian" 

ifm  TJnmaJkedy  i^c.  (njuriiten    by   Maria  de   Fhury,)  anfiweredm 

By  Thomas  Jones.     So/fl.     ix.     Parfons.     1791. 

We  declined  engaging  in  this  difpute  when  Maria  de  Fleury's 

pamphlet  occurred  to  us,  and  the  complexion  of  the  Anfwer  has 

little  temptation  to  make  us  change  our  condudl.     It  is  enough 

to  announce  to  thofe  fond  of  fuch  enquiries,  that  the  anfwer 

exiils. 

A  Probationary  Sermon ,  preached  at  St.  Michael's^  Cornhilli  July 
31,  1791.  By  the  Rev.  W,  Draper.  Svo,  is,  Richard- 
fon.      1 79 1. 

It  was  malicioufly  fuggefted,  when  our  author  preached  this 
probationary  fermon,  that  it  was  not  his  own.  This  infin nation 
he  anfwers  by  publifliing  it :  the  difcourfe  is  rational,  pious,  and 
judicious;  nor  can  we  avoid  recommending,  from  this  fpecimen, 
the  volume  which  he  purpofes  to  publifh  by  fubfcription.  The 
text  is  from  2  Peter  i.  5,  6,  7. 

Element  a  Chrijliana.    The  thirty -nine  Articles  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land pro'ved  to  he  agreeable  to  the  Word  of  God,  in  their  literal 
una  Grammatical  Senfe^  in   a  neiv,  familiar,  catechetical  Form, 
To  (which  is  added,  a  brief  Exhortation,  by  Way  of  Impronjement, 
£y  the Re'v*  Thomas  Hcrvey.   izmo.  is.  dd.    Richardfon.  1791. 
Our  author  adds  little  to  the  arguments  of  the  former  orthodox 
writers,  but  his  arguments  and  illuflrations  are  adduced  with 
great  plainnefs  and  perfpicuity.  His  Elements  may  be  of  fervice, 
hy  fhowing  that  the  dodlrines  of  the  church  are  not  quite  fo  ab- 
furd  as  they  have  been  reprefented. 

Sacred  Biography  \  or^  the  Hifory  of  the  Patriarchs,  being  a  Courfe 
cfLe^ures  delivered  at  the  Scots  Church,  London-Wall.   By  Henry 
Hunter,  D.D,     Vol,  V,     Svo.     6s.     Murray.      1791. 
This  volume  completes  the  author's  defign.     In  our  examina- 
tion of  the  former  volumes,  particularly  in  vol.  Lviiith  and  Lxvith 
of  our  Journal,  we  have  fufficiently  noticed  Dr.  Hunter's  merits 
and  defefts.     The  Hiftory  of  Mofes,  which  concludes  the  whole, 
is  marked  by  the  fame  errors,  and  diflinguiflied  by  the  fame  ra- 
tional and  exemplary  piety, 

CONTROVERSIAL  AND    POLITICAL. 

A  Letter  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Sturges,  Author  of  Short  Remarks  on  a  Nevj 
Tranjlation  of  If ai ah,  by  a  Layman.     By  Michael  Dodfpn,,Efq. 
^vo.     IS.     Johnfon.     1791. 
Mr.  Podfon's  reply  to  Dr.  Sturges  is  judicious  and  candid  ;  it 


Monthly    Catalogue.  107 

is  a  pleafing  fpecimen  of  the  manner  in  which  con  trover  fy  fhould 
be  carried  on,  and  Ihovvs  that  polemic  acrimony  is  of  no  fervice 
in  the  difcovery  of  truth.  Mr.  Dodfon  defends  the  pafTages  ob- 
jected to  by  Dr.  Sturges  with  great  force  and  probability.  He 
has  not,  however,  we  think,  fupported  his  change  of  ^affiwoj  to 
yeavK,  'v/'rgin,  to young  ivoMan,  in  the  celebrated  prophecy,  with. 
fuccefs.  Our  author's  candour  and  liberality  in  this  pamphlet, 
induces  us  to  retrad  an  implied  cenfure  in  our  review  of  the 
Tranflation,  that  his  praife  of  Dr.  Lowth  did  not  feem  pcrfeftly 
cordial.  We  cannot  enter  into  the  particulars  of  the  difpute,  as 
they  would  lead  us  too  far :  in  our  review  of  the  Verfion  we 
thought  it  riece/fary  to  confine  Ourfelves  to  thofe  paffages  formerly 
quoted  from  bifhop  Lowth's  tranflation,  to  conned  the  two  arti- 
cles and  make  the  comparifon  more  convenient  to  our  readers. 
It  was  fufficient  to  give  fpecimens  of  the  peculiar  opinions  and 
the  conduct  of  the  Layman  in  his  excellent  verfion. 

Short  Remarks  on  a  Ne'w  Tranflation  of  I/aiah,  hy  a  Layman,  *with 
Notes  fupplemeniary  to  thofe  of  Dr,  Lonvth,  late  Bijhop  of  London^ 
and  containing  Remarks  on  many  Parfs  of  his  Tranflation  and  Notes, 
In  a  Letter  to  the  Author,  by  John  Sturges,  LL.  D,  Stw,  Is.  hd. 
Cadell.     1791. 

Dr.  Sturges,  with  great  propriety,  expoftulates  with  *  the  lay- 
man' on  fome  pans  of  his  conduft,  on  his  exclufive  preference  of 
the  LXX,  hiB  rejedion  of  the  method  of  pointing  out  the  paral- 
lelifms,  and  the  influence  which  his  particular  opinions  feems  to 
have  had  on  his  verfion,  while  he  has  reprehended  Dr.  Lowth  for 
being  *  mifled  by  early  prejudices,  and  an  undue  attachment  to 
eftabliflied  opinions.*  Our  prefent  author  notices  the  double 
fenfe  of  many  of  the  prophecies,  which  he  thinks  mufl  be  admit- 
ted ;  and  tells  us,  that  Dr,  Kennicott  hoped,  from  his  collations, 
that  every  ambiguity  might  be  removed  from  the  citations  of  the 
Old  Teftament  in  the  new.  The  paflages  of  the  tranflation  more 
particularly  noticed,  are  the  prophecy  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
liind  and  liiid  cljapter— chap,  ix.  5  and  6. 

ji  Letter  to  the  Re'v.  f.  Ed'zvardsy  containing  Stri^ures  on  that  Part 
of  the  Unitarian  Creed,  'which  he  has  explained  in  his  late  Addrefs 
to  the  Congregation  cfthe  Rev,  Mr.  Medley,  of  Li'verpool,  By  G, 
Hodfon,jHn.     8'z/c.      \s.     Sael.      1791. 

Mr,  Hodfon's  opporulon  to  the  parts  of  the  Unitarian  Creed 
Infifted  on  by  Mr.  Edwards,  is  not  a  very  important  one.  He 
deteds  a  little  difingenuity  in  fome  of  the  arguments  and  afler-» 
tjons,  and  enderivours  to  fupport  the  dodlrine  of  the  divinity  of 
Chrift.  This  latter  attempt  has  been  executed,  we  think,  more 
fiiccefsfully  by  fome  other  authors, 

A  Remon" 
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A  Remonftrance  'with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Clayton^  on  his  Sermon  on  the 
Duty  of  Chrijlians  to  Ci'vil  Magijirates  ;  occafioned  by  the  Riots  at 
Birmingham  :  and  on  his  prefixed  Addrefs  to  the  Publicy  intended 
to  remote  the  Reproach  lately  fallen  on  Protefant  Dijfenters„  %<w>. 
iftt6d.     Johnfon.     1791. 

Mr.  Clayton,  in  his  firft  fermon,  has  not  even  pleafcd  his  own 
friends:  they  confider  him  as  betraying  the  caufe  by  his  candour 
and  moderation.  But  the  more  judicious  of  the  Diffenters  think 
with  him,  and  confider  the  condud  of  their  more  impetuous  bre- 
thren as  opening  a  wound  which  is  almoft  clofed. 

Remarks  on  a  Sermon  lately  puhlijhed  by  the  Rev,  John  Clayton  :  in 
three  Letters  to  a  Friend.     J^y  a  Protejlant  DiJ/enter.     S<vo.      is, 
Johnfon.     1791. 
Another  remonftrance  ivith  Mr.  Clayton :   we  hope,  however, 

they  do  not  difturb  his  reft. 

uf  Letter  to  the  Re'V,  John  Clayton,  containing  a  Defence  of  the  Pro- 
tejlunt  Diffenters  from  the  Afperfeons  thronun  upon  them  in  his  late 
political  Sermon.     81/(7.     \s.bd.     Dilly,      1791. 
The  author  begins  with  calm  expoftulation,  but  proceeds  with 

great  violence.     We  cannot  commend  the  temper  with  which 

this  Letter  was  written  ;  though  we  readily  admit  that  the  con- 

duft  of  the  Diffenters  has  not  been  fauhlefs. 

A  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  Edmund  Burke.     By  George  Rous,  Eff, 

in  Reply  to  his  Appeal  from  the  Ne^w  to  the  Old  Whigs.  S'vo.  zs.  dd. 

Debrett.     1791. 

Mr.  Rous  apologifes  very  ably  for  the  conduft  of  the  national 
affembly,  the  conftitutional  fociety,  and  the  revolutionifts,  whom 
Mr.  Burke  has  attacked.  He  has  not,  however,  wiped  away  the 
ftain.  As  this  Letter  contains  fo  many  incidental  remarks,  fo 
many  quotations  from  Mr.  Rous*  pamphlets  and  other  works,  it 
is  not  eafy  to  examine  or  to  trace  his  argument  minutely.  One 
of  the  moft  fuccefsful  parts  of  his  work  is,  where  he  contends, 
that  the  words  quoted  by  Mr.  Burke,  refpeding  the  hereditary  na- 
ture of  the  fucceflion  to  the  crown  of  this  kingdom,  occurs  in  the 
convention-parliament,  and  endeavours  to  point  out  the  impro- 
priety and  ineonfiftency  of  the  conduft  of  the  convention:  part  of 
the  argument  we  fhall  feleft. 

•  To  talk  of  a  contraft  between  the  magiftrate  and  the  peopftf, 
in  moft  of  the  exifting  monarchies,  where  the  will  of  the  prince 
is  the  meafure,  and  a  military  force  the  means  of  compelling  obe- 
dience, is  to  infult  the  common  fenfe  of  mankind.  Our  monar- 
chy, indeed,  forms  a  fignal  exception  to  this  obfervation  ;  but 

I  for 
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ior  exulting  as  a  Briton  in  this  honorable  diftinftion,  you  have 
Joaded  Dr.  Price  with  the  foulefl:  abufe.  I  am  willing,  however, 
to  give  you  all  the  benefit  which  this  honorable  diftindlion  affords. 
In  our  government  no  contrail  exifls.  By  the  term  original  con- 
trad  in  the  famous  vote  of  the  convention  parliament,  our  ancef- 
tors  could  only  mean  an  obligation  inferable  from  the  relations  in 
which  governors  and  people  are  placed — fimilar  to  the  obligations 
quafi  ex  contraftu  of  the  civil  law — or  as  they  are  more  incorrectly 
denominated  in  our  law,  implied  contrads — Katies  inferable  from 
natural  jujiice.  That  the  term  original  contract  was  employed  in 
this  fenfe,  is  evident  from  no  reference  being  made  to  any  fpeei- 
iic  compadl  (for  none  exifted),  and  from  the  vague  and  indehnite 
terms  in  which  the  breach  of  this  original  contrail  is  charged, 
"  an  endeavour  to  fubvert  the  conftitution,  and  a  violation  of  the 
fundamental  laws."  What  are  fundamental  laws?  What  is  aa 
endeavour  to  fubvert  the  conftitution  ?  What,  if  a  people  be  (o 
unfortunate  as  to  have  no  conftitution  of  government,  but  are  fub- 
je6l  to  the  defpotic  will  of  one  man  ?  Where  are  fuch  a  people 
to  learn  their  civil  duties  ?  Where !  but  in  thofe  reprobated  rights 
of  nature  which  our  Englifh  philofopher  has  taught  us,  **  ought 
to  run  through,  and  be  the  foundation  of  the  laws  of  all  ncitions?'* 
Where  !  but  in  thofe  moral  obligations  which  reafon  is  able  to 
deduce  from  the  relations  in  which  we  are  placed  by  the  hand  of 
the  Creator  ?  Where !  but  from  thofe  principles  to  learn  the  na- 
ture and  true  end  of  government,  and  aided  by  the  experience 
of  all  ages  and  nations,  to  adapt  their  inftitutions  to  this  benei^- 
cent  object — the  happinefs  of  the  people?  Yet  becaufe  we  haU 
with  approbation  a  generous  attempt  to  realize  thefe  rights  In 
France,  you  brand  us  as  confpirators  againft  the  laws  and  go- 
vernment of  our  country.' 

On  the  whole,  we  cannot  very  highly  praife  the  Letter  before 
us;  the  reafoning  is  feldom  clofe  and  pointed;  and  fome  of  the 
arguments  have  been  repeated  and  anfwered  frequently.  General 
do£lrines  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  Mr.  Burke's  former  works, 
are  more  often  alluded  to  than  either  the  '  Refledtions '  or  the 
*  Appeal.* 

A  Letter  to  the  Rev,  fofeph  Priefley,  occajioned  by  his  late  Addrefs 
to  the  Inhabitants  of  Birmingham,  ^'vo,  is.  Birmingham. 
Printed  for  the  Bookfellers.     1791. 

In  the  late  riots,  every  perfon  who  reflected  on  the  mifchiefs  of 
anarchy,  of  the  contempt  of  public  order,  and  the  lofs  of  due 
fubordination,  felt  real  diftrefs.  The  victims  of  the  mob  ihared 
our  commiferation,  and  when  we  reflefted  on  the  philofophical 
labours  of  Dr.  Prieftley,  the  lofs  of  his  apparatus  feemed  even  a 

public 
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public  misfortune.  In  the  addrefs  to  his  former  tpwnfmeitV 
which  is  reprinted  in  this  pamphlet,  we  fhould  not  have  blamed^ 
iis  anger  or  his  accufations,  it  not  thinly  covered  with  the  tjarb' 
©f  floical  apathy  or  Chriftian  moderation.  It  difplayed  a  deep* 
felt  refentment,  perhaps  natural,  while  the  wound  was  not  yet 
clofed  ;  and  even  fome  feelings  of  a  vvorfe  kind,  which  appeared 
too  deeply  rooted  to  be  eafily  eradicated.  Thefe  are  the  fu'-ijeds 
which  his  correfpondent  expatiates  on  in  a  manner  equally  juit 
and  candid. 

Continuation  of  a  Work,  entitled ,  Ahridgment  of  the  State  of  Politics 
for  the  Week.  For  January^  February,  and  Ma>-ch,  Part  I,  So'^^ 
2/,     Ridgway*     1791  • 

The  Abridgment  of  Politics  was  firft  attempted  in  a  weekly  pa- 
yer: it  was  continued  by  the  fame  author  in  the  Whitehall  Even- 
ing Poft  and  in  the  Herald.  The  author's  accounts  were  too 
gloomy,  or  too  adverfeto  miniftry,  and  they  were  corroded,  mu- 
tilated, or  altered.  He  therefore  publiflies  them  in  a  feparate 
form.  This  pamphlet  contains  the  three  firft  months  of  the  pre- 
fcnt  year;  but  the  politics  are  not  fuited  to  our  tafte:  the  author 
J5  a  querulous  declaimcr,  always  difcontented,  and  flatters  the 
true-born  Englilhman  by  conftantly  telling  him  that  he  is  ruined. 
Many  of  his  fpeculations  and  prophecies  have  already  appeared 
to  be  unfounded. 

^  Letter  from  Major  Scott  to  the  kight  Hon,  Edmund  Burke.  Zvo. 
is.6d.  Stockdale.  1791. 
Major  Scott  follows  Mr,  Burke  through  all  the  llages  of  his 
political  life,  and  points  out  numerous  contradictions  between  his 
former  and  his  late  fentiments.  Some  of  thefe  may  be  feen  with- 
out a  Jynx*  eyes;  but  the  impeachment  of.  Mr. .Haftings  has 
magnified  every  error,  and  dillorted  fome  of  Mr.  Burke's  belt 
anions.  ** 

King  or  m  King  ;  or.  Thoughts  on  the  Efcape  of  Louis  XFl.  and  on 
the  Kingly  Office y  in  a  Letter  addrejjed  to  the  Society   of  1789. 
Tranflated  from  the  French,     %'vo.      is.  bd.     Ridgway.      1791* 
The  cool  deliberate  argument  of  a  democrat  on  the  inutility  of 
fovereigns,  and  on  the  milder  punifhment  of  *  cajhicringfor  mif- 
condu6l.^     Hefeems  to  confider  it  as  abfurd  to  fupppfe,  that  the 
*  enemy  of  the  conftitution'  lliould  be  again  tiulled  with  regal 
power,  even  in  its  prefent  limited  fiate,  and  offers  his  own  opi- 
nion on  the  method  of  conducting  government  by  a  cabinet  of 
minifters  eledled  by  the  affembly.     His  obfervations  were,  how- 
ever, ufelefs :   the  late  aflembly  thought  difrerently;  and  it  was 
the  a^ra  of  their  reformation,  the  period  from  which  they  have 

2  aded 
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aftcd  with  more  than  afual  deliberaiion  and  propriety.  The  tran- 
flaior  is  alfo  a  democrat,  but  qi  a  wilder /pedes » 

A  Rejoinder  to  Mr.  Paine'* s  Pamphlet,  Oititled  Rights  of  Man  ;  eft 
an  An/aver  to  Mr*  Burke^s  Attack  on  the  French  P^e'Volution*     Bj 
an  Englijhman.     Sa/o.     is,     Kearfley.      1791. 
Though  we   difliked    the  *  Rights  of  Man,*  we   cannot  ap* 
prove  of  the  *  Rejoinder.'  The  arguments  are  trifling,  and  often 
inapplicable.     Befides  that,  the  hiftory  of  Mofes,   the  tree  of 
knowledge,  and  the  devil,  with  much  irrelevant  matter  of  the 
fame  kind,  fill  by  much  the  greateft  part  of  this  pamphlet*  Even 
the  devil  had,  we  believe,  little  to  do  with  the  French  revolution  ; 
and,  if  Mr.  Oldys'  account  of  Paine  is  true,  we  need  not  look  far- 
ther than  his  own  heart  for  the  fource  of  his  late  conduit. 

POETICAL. 

A  neiu  CollcSlion  of  Enigmas,  Charades,  Tranfpojttions,  l^c,  Tiuo 
Vols,  ys,  bound,  Hookham.  1791. 
We  are  not  fond  of  thefe  puzzling  employments,  and  cannot 
therefore  highly  recommend  them.  We  mean  not,  however,  to 
fay  that  they  are  ufelefs :  they  employ  the  mind  without  fatigue, 
and  fill  up  the  liUlefs  hours  without  vice.  They  lead  to  an  accu- 
rate examination  of  circumftances,  to  a  combinaition  of  fcattered 
properties,  and  to  a  difcrimination  between  what  is  apparently 
fimilar.  After  having  looked  over  this  Colleftion,  we  find  it  to 
be,  in  many  refpedls,  a  good  one.  Some  trifles  are  admitted^ 
but  they  do  not  feem  to  be  numerous.  As  the  editor  does  not 
pretend  to  originality,  we  may  remark,  that  fome  of  thefe  enig- 
mas have  appeared  in  the  Ladies  Diary, 

ReftSions   at    the   Tomh  of  Columbus,     By   a  Lady,     4/5,     2/, 
Kearfley.     179 1. 
On  this  monument,  *  the  record  of  a  nation's  fliame,*  is  the 
following  infcription : 

*  A  Caftilia  y'a  Leon 
Nuevo  Mundo  dio  Colon.' 
*  To  Caftile  and  Leon  Columbus  gave  a  ne«r  world,' 
It  doubtlefs  affords  ample  fcope  for  the  moft  interefting  medi- 
tation.    And  the  author  feems  deeply  to  feel,  and  writes  with 
fpitit.     The  poem  is  divided  into  tvvo  parts  ;   the  firft  narrates 
the  circumftances  attending  the  difcovery  made  by  this  illiiftri- 
ous  navigator ;  the  fecond  difplays  the  barbarous  ufage  which  he 
experienced  from  an  ungrateful  and  ungenerous  court.  The  lines 
which  open  it  will' (hew  that  this  la"dy*s  poetical  talents  are  far 
beyond  mediocrity. 

*But 
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*  But  fee !  returning  to  Iberia's  coaft, 
A  world's  difcovereran(f  his  age's  boaft: 
For  him  no  arch  triumphal  rears  its  head. 
Beneath  his  feet  no  fragrant  flow'rs  are  fpread. 
That  hero  Rcme  with  grateful  wreaths  had  crown't! 
Behold  !  by  thanklefs  Spain— in  feiters  bound  I 
See  him,  whofe  wifdom  from  deftrudlion  fav'd 
The  realms  for  \Vhich  he  death  and  danger  brav'd  ; 
He  who  in  worth  to  none  the  palm  might  yield^ 
Wife  in  the  council,  gallant  in  the  field; 
Virtiiousas  wife,  and  gen'rous  as  brave. 
Who  knew  to  conquer,  but  who  lov'd  to  fave^ 
See  him  now  drag  the  ignominious  chain. 
The  gcn'rpus  boon  beflow'd  by  lib'ral  Spain, 
But  while  the  traitor's  meed  his  limbs  confin'd, 
Superior  rofe  his  Hill  unconquer'd  mind  : 
As  when  fome  trav'ller  downward  calls  his  fight 
From  the  llupendous  Andes' awful  height; 
Low  at  his  feet  he  fees  the  whirlwind  ride, 
And  flame-ting'd  clouds  roll  down  the  mountain's  fide  j 
Whilft  'neath  the  azure  hcav'n  he  fits  ferene/ 
And  undiflurb'd  furreys  the  dreadful  fcene  : 
So  great  Columbus'  elevated  foul 
Sees  gathering  itorms  in  Fate's  horizon  roll ; 
Unmov'd  beholds  the  clouds  of  vengeance  fpread. 
And  Malice  dart  her  thunder  at  his  head.' 

^he  Melancholy  Catajirophe  of  Peter  Pindar y  Efq,    Being  itoo  Odet  y 
in  Peply  to  Pindar'' t  Attack  upon  Paine-t  ivith  a  Re<volution  Song. 
Emhellljhed  ivith  a  capital  Ca»icature  cf  a  Peep  into  Bethlehem^ 
By  Peter  Figy  E/q.  F.  R.  S.    ^to.    u.  6d.  Hamilton.   1791. 
Alas,  poor  Peter  \  thou  haft  loft  the  applaufe  of  thy  former 

admirer,  by  writing  againft  Paine.    The  etching  which  precedes 

the  title  is  not,  hov^tytt,  without  merit, 

*j:'he  Fruits  of  Faction  ;  a  Series  of  Figures  taken  from  regenerated 
France,  By  Arno,  ^to.  zs.  6d.  Bell.  1791. 
Thefe  pi£lures  by  Arno,  the  author  of  feveral  little  poems 
publlllied  under  that  fignature  in  the  Oracle,  are  caricatures  of 
fome  leading  people  in  a  neighbouring  nation,  and  not  by  any 
means  calculated  to  pleafe  thofe  mild  and  moderate  men,  by 
whom  he  fuppofes,  almoft  exclufively  *,  this  poem  will  be  read. 
An  obfcure  and  affeded  mode  of  expreffion,  in  which  common 

•  Why  then  enter  it  at  Stationer's  Hall  ?  Does  Arno  fuppofe  their  numlker 
fo  very  great,  as  to  think  the  adoption  of  that  meafure  neceffary  to  guard  againft 
%  fuireptjtiwus  edition  ? 

things' 
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things  are  delivered  in   an  uncommon  way,  pervades   this  per- 
formance.    Such  as, 

'  When  on  the  trembling  earth's  derided  fears 
Chill  evening  drops  her  fympathy  in  tears. 
From  the  dim  haunt,  that  never  welcom'd  day. 
The  needy  Jacobin  enfues  his  way.' 

Why  enfue  Ihould  be  preferred  to  purfue  we  cannot  guefs,  un- 
Jefs  it  be,  becaufe  the  world  will  fometimes  admit  of  the  fame 
iignification,  though  contrary  to  eftablifhed  ufage ;  therefore  the 
author  might  think  that  the  novelty  would  not  only  excufe,  but 
confer  a  beauty  on  the  innovation.  We  could  quote  a  variety  of 
inftances  of  this  finical  ftyle,  this  falfe  glitter,  that  difplays  the 
fiiow  not  fubftance  of  worth.  But  fuperior  writers  to  Arno  have 
adopted  it  with  fuccefs.  It  too  clearly  (hews  the  prefent  morbid 
ftate  of  talte,  which  requires  artificial  ingredients  to  ftimulate  its 
appetite.  We  fliaii  foon  probably,  like  the  Romans  in  their  de- 
cline, prefer  the  turgid  fwell  of  a  Seneca,  and  pretty  conceits  of 
an  Ovid,  to  the  calm  majelly  of  Virgil,  and  dignified  fimplicity 
of  Homer.  Arno's  poem  is  not,  however,  deilitute  of  merit:  it 
is  often  marked  by  a  boldnefs  of  conceptipn,  and  animated  die* 
tion, 

'Seel  borne  on  Anarchy's  tempeftuous  wings. 
The  demon  Reformation  forward  fprings  ; 
Her  eye  all  livid,  and  her  brow  all  ire. 
Her  hot  breath  withering  like  a  flame  of  fire; 
Confufion  wrapping  up  her  head  in  fmoke,  5 

While  Jealoufy  and  Fear  her  "rage  provoke; 
Where'er  Ihe  pafTes,  fighs  the  fickening  ground. 
And  cloillers  crafh,  and  temples  tumble  round  I 
Behold,  what  rabble  on  her  progrefs  wait. 
To  ftorm  the  fort  and  thunder  at  the  gate  I 
Hard-handed  artifans  and  harden'd  thieves. 
That  Revolution's  robbery  reprieves; 
Paupers  and  prodigals  whom  hunger  gnaws. 
And  now  no  longer  juftice  over-awes ; 
All  ripe  for  maflacre,  and  red  with  rage. 
Eager  to  float  with  blood  the  civil  flage  ! 
While  lafl:,  and  moji  dellrudive  of  the  throng. 
Bemoniter'd  Woman  burns  with  wrath  along—* 
Swift  Ignorance  the  giddy  riot  leads. 
And  fills  with  frantic  fume  their  airy  heads.* 

C&it.Rev.  N.  A&.  (III.)  Oa*  1791.         R         AVerfton 
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^  Verfien  or  Paraphrafe  cf  the  Pfalmsy  originally  ivriiten  hy  thi. 
Renj.  y.  Merrick,  A.  M.  di'vidcd  into  Stanzas,  and  adapted  to 
the  Purpofes  of  public  or  pri<vate  Devotion.  By  the  Rev.  W.  D, 
Tatter/ally  A.M.  i2mo,  4^.  Payne  ^</ Son.  1789. 
The  intent  of  this  publication  is  expreflfd  in  the  ti^le-page» 
Merrick's  verfionofthe  Plalms  is  undoubtedly  a  very  refpectable 
performance,  fuperior  to  any  oiher,  and  of  courfe  better  calcul- 
ated for  the  ufe  of  public  worfliip.  Some  rullic  religionifts  may 
probably  confider  the  liberties  taken  with  the  Pfalmody  of  *  the 
man  after  God's  own  heart,'  as  of  a  very  pernicious  tendency,  and 
the  innovation  extremely  detrimental  to  the  ChrilHan  faith.  Such 
obftaclea  Mr  Tatterfall  had  to  encounter  when  he  firll  introduced 
fome  of  Mr.  Merrick's  Pfalms,  fet  to  mufic,  in  his  own  parifti- 
church.  Perfeverancc  conquered  all  oppofition  :  and  he  informs 
us,  with  fome  little  exultation,  arifing  doubtlefs  from  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  fu.ceeding  in  a  very  ardi>ous  undertaking,  that  *  he 
has  the  fatisfaftion  to  obferve,  that  his  parifliioners  «ow,  fo  far 
from  objeding  to  the  change,  are  highly  pleafed  with  it,  and 
give  it  every  encouragement..  It  is,  indeed,  the  general  remark, 
that  iiiere  are  few  churches  where  the  pfalmody  is  more  decent- 
ly and  folemnly  performed,  and,,  on  the  whole,  more  jullly  ad- 
mired,* 

/NOVELS. 

Errors  of  Education.  By  Mrs.  Parfons.  3  Fols.  izmo.  ^s^ 
Lane.  i79'i. 
This  ftory  is  very  defedive  in  probability;  but  we  cannot 
blame  what  is  fo  llridlly  and  exemplarily  moral.  The  title  alfo  is 
erroneous;  for  the  errors  of  fir  William  Beaumont  were  not  thofe 
of  education,  as  the  fickle  unileady  temper,  which  he  is  fup- 
pofed  topoflef:',  would  have  been  tht  fource  of  equal  misfortunes, 
wherever  his  education  had  been  conduced.  The  fame  fault  may 
be  noticed  in  the  charaders  of  fome  of  the  ladies.  The  little 
llory  introduced  in  the  firll  volume  is  interefting  and  pleafing  ; 
but  it  *ivas  Fanny  y  not  Louifa. 

Lady  Jane  Grey^  an  Hijiorical  Tale,      2  Vols,      iZfno.     6s»     Lane. 

179L. 

The  language  and  fentimervts  of  this  novel  greatly  excel  the 
merits  of  the  ufual  faie-work  in  this  department,  HLtorical  truth, 
with  one  trifling  exception,  is  alfo  well  preferved.  Thrre  are, 
however,  defects  in  the  conduft  of  the  ftory.  Lady  Jane  Grey's 
m  rits  and  misfortunes  are  not  fufRciently  brought  forward,  and 
thv  fatal  catailrophe  is  pafTed  over  too  haUily  to  intereft  or  afFcdl 
OS.     It  is  no.v  the  ilory  of  lord  Seymour,  of  lady  Ann  Grey,  or  of 

Laurana^ 
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Laurana,  as  much  as  of  the  anjiable  youthful  queen,  who  deferved 
a  better  fate  than  to  die  on  the  fcafFold  for  a  fault  not  her  own. 

William  Wallace:,  or,  the  Highland  Hero,  a  Tate  founded  on  hijiori' 
cal  Fads.  By  Henry  Siddons,  Author  of  Modern  Breakfaji, 
z  Vots,     izmo.     6s.     Wilktes,      I79«- 

Were  even  Mrs.  Siddons  to  plead  with  all  her  former  pathos 
and  perfiiafive  powers,  Ihe  could  not  alter  the  decrees  of  criticifm, 
which  condemn  this  novel  as  trifling,  improbable^  and  ablurd. 
Tl>2  Highland  chief,  contending  with  Edwiird,  is  faid  to  be£ght- 
ing  in  the  '  caufe  of  liberty  !*  Elegant  repafts  occur  in  the  High- 
lands at  times  like  thefe;  and  the  ladies  are  decorated  with  all 
the  elegant  accompliQimcnts  of  modern  ajras,  and  more  luxuriant 
climates. — In  fliort,  it  is  the  work  of  a  fchool-boy,  who  ought  to 
have  been  better  employed,  and  to  be  feverely  reprehended  for 
fuch  idle  engagemenrs* 

Monitniay  a  NcvfL  2  Vols,  itmo.  6s,  Lane.  I79i» 
Moniniia  is  more  varied  than  rilmoft  any  novel  that  we  have 
lately  read.  Ihe  lliortnefs  of  the  letters,  and  the  improbability 
of  maRy  parts  of  the  ftory,  indeed  leiTen  the  interefl: ;  nor  is 
the  denouement  conduced  with  very  great  addrefs  or  ability. 
On  the  whole,  it  poflelTes  a  Ihare  of  merit  which  will  place  it  in 
&  refpedlable  llation  in  the  fecond  rank. 

SJege    of  Auhigny^  an  Hijlorkal  Tale.      \imo»      3/,     Hookharn. 

The  aera  of  this  flory  is  that  of  the  fourth  Henry,  the  prefent 
idol  of  the  J^rench  ;  and  the  outlines  of  hiftqry  are  well  preferv- 
ed.     In  the  minuter  incidents  the  tale  is  amufing  and  interclling. 

A  Trip  to  Weymouth y  a  Ncvel.  2  rols.  iztno.  6s.  Lane,  i/pi* 
TJie  Trip  to  Weymouth  is. a  Sentimental  journey,  but  with- 
out any  ofrenfive  imitation  of  the  Shandean  manner,,  thou£^h 
without  any  very  ftriking  merit  in  that  line.  It  is  a  pleafant  re- 
fource  in  a  warm  afternoon,  and  may  be  read  with  eafe  and  com- 
fort in  that  half  liftlefs  Itate,  which  warmth  and  fullnefs  will  oc- 
<:afion.  The  mind  is  not  overburthencd  with  a  plot,  but  the  dif- 
iertation  on  a  patriot  king  is  a  little  mifplaced.  The  fail  is  too 
heavy  for  fo  light  a  bark,  even  in  a  fummcr  *  Trip.* 

M  I  ^  C  E  L  L  A  N  :E  O  U  S. 

Though: s  on ^he  Rials  at  Birmingham,  By  a  Welp  Freihsldir.  Sx'e* 
6d.  Johnfon.  1791. 
This  calm  and  candid  expoftulation  by  the  Welih  Freeholder, 
for  we  fuppofe  him  to  be  the  author  whom  we  have  alreadv  met 
on  polemic  ground,  is  Qnanfwerablc.  Indeed  no  one  can  fur  a 
moment  defend  the  conduft  of  the  mob  at  Birmingham.     Yet  vve 

K  2  ftill 
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ftill  hold  our  opinion  about  the  original  intention  of  the  celebfa* 
tors  of  the  French  revolution,  an  intention  which  was  abandoned 
on  account  of  the  defection  of  the  *  towers  of  ftiength.'  We  (till 
alfo  hold  the  fame  opinion  refpecting  the  connexion  of  church  and 
flate,  of  the  Diflcnters  religious  code  with  republican  dodrin^s. 

The  Trials  of  the  Birmingham  Rioters  at  the  Cotirt-Houfe,  War'wick, 
before  the  Hon.  Sir  Richard  Perryuy  Knt.  one  0/  the  Barons  of  his 
Majejiy^s  Court  of  Exchequer  y  on  Tuefday  z^dof  Augufty  \j<)\yand 
ihefollon.K'ing  Day,  taken  in  Short-Hand,  ^^'vo.  is.  6d.  Ridg- 
way.      17,^1. 

While,  with  every  friend  to  a  proper  fubordination  and  good 
order,  we  lament  the  late  riots,  we  perceive  nothing  in  the  trials 
to  induce  us  to  enlarge  on  any  part  of  the  proceedings. 

^ he  famous  TurfCaufe  of  Bur  don  againji  Rhodes  y  tried  at  the  Guild-* 
hally  Torkt  before  Mr.  Baron  Thofnfon  and  Vi  fpecial  Juryy  on 
Wednefday  the  lOth  of  Auguji.y  1^91.  4/c.  is.  6d,  John- 
fon.     1791. 

This  was  a  curious  caufe,  but  minute  accuracy  muft  not  be  ex- 
pelled, as  the  account  was  written  from  memory  only.  The 
riders  for  the  fweepllakes  were  to  be  gentlemen,  and  the  win- 
ning rider,  Mr.  Rowntree,  was  denied  that  charadler,  becaufe 
lie  wore  greafy  leather  breeches,  dined  at  a  (hilling  ordinary,  and 
kept  his  dogs  at  different  farmers*  houfes.  His  gentility  was, 
however,  eftabliflied  by  the  folemn  decifion  of  a  jury;  an  advan- 
tage which  few  have  gained  befides  himfelf.  The  caufe  is  in  it- 
felf  curious,  and  is  a  kind  of  vi£lory  over  the  ariftocrats:  we  meari 
not  mofl  diftantly  to  infinuate  that  the  vi(5lory  was  gained  impro- 
perly, or  that  it  was  undeferved. 

A  Ne'w  Grammar  of  the  French  Languagey  by  Dominique  de  St, 
^entin.      izmo,     zs.  Cd.feived.     Elmfley.      1 79 1. 
It  is  with  French  grammars  as  with  watches, 

*  None  go  juft  alike,  but  each  believes  his  own.* 

We  perceive  no  fuch  important  improvements  in  this  before  us, 
as  to  juftify  another  publication  :  it  is,  however,  a  very  good  one. 

jtn  Authentic  Co^y  of  the  French  Conftitutiony  as  tevifed  and  amend- 
ed by  the  'National  AJJ'cmblyy  and prefented  to  the  King  on  the  ^d  of 
Sept.  1 79 1,  tranfated  from  the  Original y  publijhed  by  Order  of 
the  National  JffembU.  To  'which  is  added  a  Copy  of  the  King^s 
Letter  on  accepting  the  Ccnfitution.     ?>^o.    y.     Debrett.    179 1. 

We  have  had  frequent  occafion  to  notice  the  French  conllitu- 
tlon.  We  need  not  therefore  do  more  than  announce  the  prefent 
publication.  '        "  . 

TVcol 
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Wool  encouraged  njoithcut  Exportation ',  or^  praSlical  Oh/er<vations  on 

Wool  and  the  Wocllen  Manitfadure.  In  Tnxjo  Parts,  By  a  Wilt-' 
•  Jhire  Clothier.     %^o.      zs.      Cadell.      179J. 

Though  the  objcft  of  our  very  able  and  intelligent  clothier  be 
to  combat  an  opinion  of  Dr.  Anderfon,  infertcd  in  the  Appendix 
of  his  Report,  that  one  caufe  of  the  deterioration  of  the  Englifi^ 
wool  is  the  want  of  exportation  ;  and  that  to  allow  it  to  be  ex- 
ported would  not  be  injurious  to  the  kingdom;  yet  the  author 
does  not  wholly  confine  himfclf  to  it.  He  fpeaks  with  the  phia 
good  (cn(c  of  a  man  well  acquainted  with  hisfubje£l;  and,  to  his 
Hiflory  of  Wool  and  the  Woollen  Manufa(nure,  adds  many  very 
valuable  and  ufeful  fadis.  We  could  wilh  that  he  would  expand 
them  in  a  more  important  work.  The  do61or  appears  to  know  lit- 
tle of  the  nature  of  wool,  and  is  millakcn  in  many  of  his  fadts :  his 
opinion  refpcding  exportation  is  evidently  abfurd.  Our  author  re- 
marks, that  turnip-feeding  is  injurious  to  wool ;  and  that  woof 
will  grow  while  the  yoak,  the  animal  greafe,  remains  in  it,  though 
cut  oif  from  the  llieep.  One  fhort  obfervation  we  fhall  tranfcribe: 

*  The  French  cannot  make  their  beft  fine  cloth  out  of  tiieir  own 
wool  any  more  than  ourfelves  ;  they  muft  have  their  fine  wool 
from  Spain  as  we  have;  they  certainly  have  made  fome  finer  an.d 
more  perfedl  cloth  than  we,  but  not  from  incapacity  in  u?,  but 
becaufe  the  EngliPa  cuflomer  would  not  go  to  the  price  of  liic 
French  cuftomer.  Till  lately  no  draper  would  give  more  than 
J 6s.  per  yard  for  his  fuperfine,  even  if  it  was  made  worth  i 
guinea,  the  ftudy  therefore  of  the  manufadlure  was  to  produce 
fuch  a  fuperfine  cloth  as  he  co-uld  afford  to  fell  at  that  price;  but 
fince  the  commercial  treaty,  French  cloth  having  conre  over  at 
265.  and  30s.  per  yard,  I  have  feen  fuperfine  cloth,  made  by  Mr. 
Waldron  of  Trowbridge,  equal,  if  not  fuperior,  to  the  bell  French, 
js.  per  yard  cheaper,  after  allowing  for  the  ad  valorem  duty/ 

Some  judicious  and  accurate  remarks  are  added  on  the  utility 
of  machinery,  both  in  the  cotton  and  woollen  manufaclorics. 

Memoirs  and  Anecdotes  of  -Philip  Thickneffet  late  Lieut.  Gcvcrncr  of. 
Landguard  Forty  and  unfortunately  father  to  George  Tcuchel »  Bu^ 
ron  Audley,     Svo.     ^s.  6d.  Jeived.     Fores.      1791. 
This  is  the  concluding  volume  of  the  mifcellaneous  anecdotes 
of  Mr.  Thickneflb's  Life:  the  laft  words  of  a  man  whofe  varied 
knowledge  and  excentric  remarks  have  inftruded  and  entertained 
lis.      He  is  now  feeking  repofe  in  a  more  genial  clime,  lefs  bur- 
thenedby  taxes;  and  having  difpuicd  his  way  through  72  years  of 
his  life,  we  hope  that  he  will  find  the  reft  he  fceks.      His  temper 
i'i  warm  and  irritable — probably  too  irritable;  but  the  warmth  of 
his  attachments  fecms  to  ftiow  that  the  whole  may  be  only  a  con- 
llitutional  impetuf  ity.     The  prefcnt  volume  is  in  his  ufnsl  flyle, 
^  detail  of  difputes  and"  fuj^pofed  oppreflions:  it  contains  fomc 
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new  anecdotes  of  his   life  ;  and  thofe  who  have  read  the  former 
volumes  with  pleafure  will  not  diHike  the  third. 

9h  Modern  Hero  in  the  Kingdom  of  Cathai  in  the  Tear  90,000.  Trat?/- 
iatedfrom  the   French  of  M.  B.  Frere  de  Cherenfi.      \zmo.      y, 
Evans.     1791- 
We  have  already  noticed  this  pieafant  humourous  performance, 

and  find  that  it  has  not  loll  either  its  fpirit  or  naiveie  in  its  new 

drers. 

thoughts  OH  the  Peace,  and  the  probable  Jid'vantnges  thereof  to  the 
United  States  of  America.  A  Ne^M  Edition.  By  Thomas  Painty 
Juthor  of  the  Works  entitled,  '  Rights  of  Moji,^  •  Common  Smfe, 
"A  Letter  to  the  Abbe  Ray  nal,  and  *  A  Letter  to  Lord  Shelburne,* 
i.t'o.  is.  Jordan.  1791. 
Was  a  new  edition  of  this  trafli  called  for  by  the  public?     Or 

was  it  to  advertife  again  the  works  of  this  author,   by  annexing 

their  titles  to  his  name  ? 

^Letter  to  a  Toung  Gentleman  in  Prifon*  By  Euhulus.  S'vo.  6d. 
Stockdale.  1791. 
The  admonition  of  a  feiious  pious  mind  to  wild  unthinking 
youth  :  it  difplays  much  good  fenfe  and  a  chearful  rational  piety: 
we  oblterve  but  one  dcfcd,  if  that  may  be  called  fo,  which  feeras 
to  be  conne»fled  with  the  pra«^ice  of  a  {t^, 

^The  Military  Maxims  and  Ohfer-vaiions  of  Tippoo  Sultan  ;  contain'- 
ing  general  Rules  for  a  Commander  ^  njjith  rcquifte  Information  for 
Dijpofitions  in  War,  13 c.     Alfoy  a  falutary  Admonition  to  Kings 
in  general \   luitb  a  Panegyric  in  Honour  of  Tippoo,  and  fome  Ac- 
count of  Hyder.     By  Zein-Ull-Abedeen,  the  Author.     Tranjlated 
from  the  Original  Perjian.      'i^vo.      is.      Debrett.      179I. 
The  penetrating  genius  of  Tippoo  feems  to  have  caught  the 
Cpark  of  European  tadics,  and  his  maxims,  fo  far  as  they  reach, 
are  judicious  and  folid  ;   but  they  reach  only  a  little  way.     There 
are  in  this  pamphlet  feveral  other  little   Indian  pieces,    and  one 
poem,  with  a  panegyric  in  honour  of  Tippoo.     We  fhall  prefer, 
however,  cxtrading  the  Ihort  hiftory  of  India,   in   this  author's 
own  language. 

'  It  was  in  the  sera  ona  thoul^md  one  hundred  and  fjxty-fevcn, 
that  the  principality  of  Tamerlane,  from  certain  caafes  and  ef- 
fefts,  but  the  chief  one  was,  from  the  treachery  of  fome  of  the 
difgraced  domellics  belonging  to  the  king's  hv)nfliold,  that  the 
empire  began  to  decay  and  lofe  its  authority.  The  Chriftians, 
who  had  factories  along  the  Hindoftan  coails,  concealed  their  de- 
figns  under  the  pretence  of  commerce  ;  they  having  formed  a  con- 
federacy withcertnin  infenfible  lliallow-mindcd  people,  who  bar- 
ter their  religion  for  worldly  riches,  to  make  ctnqucfts  and  inva- 

fions. 
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fions,  until  they  attained  all  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  with  fome 
diftriftsof  the  Carnatic,  belonging  to  the  Decan,  into  tlieir  pcf- 
feflion.  The  found  of  the  crier  to  prayers  was  altered  to  the  hor- 
rible tinkling  of  a  padre's  bell,  and  the  gown  and  ftaff  of  the 
learned  doctors  in  divinity,  was  changed  to  a  bigot's  crofs  and 
crucifix.  But  this  is  not  all,  for  the  riches  and  reputation  of 
^iufiulnien,  have  become  a  prey  to  the  infidel  Europeans,  and 
they  have  expofed  Mahomedan  captives  in  the  cities  of  China  and 
Ethiopia,  to  public  fale,  until  (Hyder)  like  the  fun  overthrow- 
ing kingdoms,  and  like  the  Ihadow  of  God,  broke  forth  and 
dawned,  from  the  horizon  of  the  Eaft,  to  confume  the  Heathens^ 
and  enlighten  the  true  Believers;  and  has  by  a  blow  of  his  keea 
edged  fword,  extinguiftied  their  fierce  burning  fire,  and  eradi- 
cated the  Infidels,  like  thorns  and  weeds,  from  the  bower  of  Ma- 
homed's holy  law ;  and  has  expunged  and  cleared  away  the  ruil 
of  idolatry  from  his  enlightened  faith.' 

^he  refpe^ful  Petition    of  the  Chrijlian  Society   of  Friends,  called 

^akers^  deli'uered  before   the   National  JjJ'emblj,   Thurfday  i  oth 

February y    1 79 1.      \to,     \d,     Phillips.      1791. 

This  petition  is  drawn  up  with  that  cool  precifion,  that  phllo- 

fcphicai  difcrimination,  that  charaderifes  the  Quakers.     It  is  an 

admirable  one,  and  its  objefl  is  to  requell  the  ufaal  exemptions 

granted  to  the  Qoakers  in  this  country.     The  anfwer  of  the  pre- 

fident  is  refpedtul,  but  evafiye. 

Memoir e  de  M.  de  Calonne,  Minijire  d'^Etat,  centre  le  Decrct  rendu  le 

\\  Fevrier,    ly^i*  p^^   V Affemhlee   fe   difant   Natisnale.     4/0. 

Venife. — Reimpritne  a  Londre,     zs.  6d.     Spillbury.      1791. 

M.  de  Calonne  was  condemned  by  the  decree  of  the  14th  of 

February,  to  reftore  completely,  with  the  duke  dc  PoHgnac,   the 

fuin  of  800.000  livrcs,    adjudged    him  by  the   king,  who  they 

fuppofed  was  taken  by  furprife,  with  the  connivance  of  the  mi- 

niiler,  for  the   liquidation  of  an   indemnity,  regiitered   by  th^- 

parliament.     This   little  local   difpute  is  hardly  of  importance 

enough,  in  a  literary  view,  to  engage  our  attention.     The  mi- 

niller  argues  with  great  force  ;  but  it  requires  no  gift  of  prophecy 

to  fee  that  he  will  probably  be  unfuccefaful. 

The  French  Re'^jolution  fore/een  in   1639.      ExtraSis  from  an  Expofi- 

tion  of  the  Renjelation^  by  an  eminent  Divine  of  htth  Uni'verjities 

in  the  Beginning  of  the  laji  Century.      To  'whtch  are  fubjoinedjomt 

Qbfervatiojis  and  Remarks  to  illujlrate  and  confirm  the  Application 

.    of  the  Prophecy,      '^'vq,      ls.6d.      Juhnfon.      I79I» 

I'he  Prophecies  of  St.  Goodwin,  the  author  of  the  Expofition, 
are  not  more  pointed  than  thofe  of  St.  Frederick,  the  late  mo- 
narch of  PruiRa.  Jt  happens  unfortunately  that  he  fhould  have 
foretold  the  lofs  of  ecclefiailical  cities,  which  are  preferved,  and 
not  the  lofs  of  domains  which  were  feized.  It  is,  however,  re- 
S  xnaikabic. 
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jnarkable,  that,  in  a  commentary  on  Revelations  xl.  13,  Dr. 
Goodwin  fhould  have  interpreted  a  tenth  part  of  the  city  to  be 
one  kingdom,  ?ind  particularly  mentioned  that  the  kingdom  was 
France.  The  fall  was  confequently  from  the  fee  of  Rome  ;  our 
author  does  not  fee,  or  will  not  perhaps  allow,' that  the  prophecy 
is  more  completely  fulfilled  by  their  fall  from  Chriftianity.  But 
this  imputation,  which  we  have  lately  ferioudy  reprobated,  v/e 
fhould  not  on  the  prefcnt  occafion  indulge.  Thofe,  who  may  be 
alarmed  by  reflecting  on  the  flaughtcr  oi'  i\\t/e'ven  thoufandy  may 
receive  fo me  confolation  by  the  interpretation,  that  it  alludes  on- 
ly to  the  political  death,  in  confequence  of  the  deprivation  of 
titles,  an  explanation  fupported  by  the  words  of  the  original,  the 
*  names  of  men,'  and,  by  tranfpofition,  men  of  name.  Our  au- 
thor's fubfequent  remarks  on  the  Englifli  clergy  and  nobility  are 
as  unfounded  in  faiEl  as  they  are  illiberal  in  their  form. 

A  New  Friend  on  anOld  Suhje£i,  %'vo,  u.  Rlvingtons.  I79I» 
The  New  Friend  is  a  ferious,  humane,  and  elegant  writer ; 
but  his  humanity,  like  Mr.  Burke's,  leads  us  to  believe,  and  be 
terrified  with,  the  fidious  fcenes  of  horror  which  have  been  de- 
fcribed  ;  and  his  ferious  difpofition  revolts  at  the  late  apotheofis  of 
Voltaire  and  RcufTeau.  On  fome  fubjeds  he  has  been  undoubtedly 
xnifinformed  ;  but  his  obfervations,  in  general,  are  equally  credit- 
able to  his  head  and  heart:  they  fhow  him  to  be  an  amiable  and 
pious  man,  as  well  as  an  elegant  anct  judicious  author, 
> , '. . —     -     ■■  ■  ,   ■ — , 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

IN  our  review  of  Mr.  Lodge's  Mlluftrations  of  Britilh  Hiftory,* 
jnthelaft  Appendix,  p.  553 »  we  have  taken  notice,  that  he  charges 
the  authors  of  the  Biographia  Britannica  with  having  committed 
fmgular  errors  in  their  Account  of  the  lady  Arabella  Stuart.  B^t 
we  are  defired  by  Dr.  Kippis  to  acquaint  our  readers,  that  Mr, 
Lodge  has  been  coo  hally  and  indifcriminate  in  his  cenfure,  and 
that  he  would,  without  doubt,  have  abllained  from  it,  if  he  had 
attended  to  the  additions  which  are  made  to  the  old  article  in  the 
new  c  litlon  of  the  Biogrsphia,  vol.  i.  p.  229,  where  jullice  is  done 
both  to  the  underilanding  and  perfon  of  the  lady  in  queftion. 


•  AS  a  general  anfwer  to  the  queries  of  J.  W.  we  muft  beg  leave 
to  inform  him,  that  his  doubts,  refpedling  the  Abbe  Mariti's 
Travels,  are  entirely  grounolefs.  The  original,  which  we  have 
feen,  in  fix  cdavo  volumes,  containing  about  320  pages  each,  was 
printed  at  Florence,  under  the  title  of  Viaggi  per  t'ljola  di  Cipro, 
g  per  la  Soria  e  Falejiinay  fatti  da  Giovanni  Maritiy  Jccademics 
EtrufcQ.  The  work  is  much  efteemed  abroad,  and  has  been  tran- 
fiated  into  different  languages. 
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A  Towr  fyom   Gibraltar  to  1'angier^  Sallee,   Mogodore^  Santa 

Cru%i  Tarudant ;  and  thence  over  Alount  Atlas  to  Morocco  t 

including  a  particular  Account  cf,  the  Royal  Harems  l^c,    ^  i 

fVilllam  LempricrCy  .Surgeon.     Svo.     Js.   Boards,     Walter. 

.    1791-  .       ,  .  . 

T^/TR.  Leriipncre*s  narrative  deferves  much  attention.  Wih 
-*■'*'  Out  any.obtrufive  affectation  of  entertaining  and  inftru  1:- 
ing,  without  indulging  in  fentimental  refinements,  or  filling  hi 
pages  with. quarrels  and  difputes,  he  gives  a  plain  and  inte-:- 
efting  relation  of  what  he  faw.  He  leems  to  have  obferva  1 
with  great  attention,  and  to  have  related  his  travels  with  fid  ;li- 
ty.  The  object  of  his  journey  was  to  cure  the  fon  of  the  late 
emperor  of  Morocco  of  a  complaint  in  his  eyes,  and  it  was  un- 
dertaken on  the  application  of  tbe  prince  to  the  governor  o: 
Gibraltar.  He  landed  at  Tangier,  and  followed  neariy  th? 
windings  of  the  coail  till  he  arrived  at  Santa  Cruz.  He  th.^:l 
went  a  little  to  the  fouth  till  he  approached  the  river  Suz,  from 
whence  he  dire61:ed  his  courfe  eallward  to  Tarudant,i  the  refi- 
dence  of  the  prirtCe.  Gircumftances,  which  we  Ihall  foon  ex- 
plain, led  him  to  .Morocco^  and  he  after  wards,  re  turned  by  a 
northerly  rout  from  the  capital  till  he  fell  in  with  the  coaft  at 
Alenfooria,  and  came  home  in  his  former  track.  After  hav- 
ing thus  defcribed  the  direclion  of  his  journey,  which  our  read- 
ers may  eafily  underftand  from  the  Commoneft  maps,  we  (liall 
follow  him  at  a  diltance,  and  notice,  as  ufual,  fome  of  the  nevj^- 
cft  arid  moft  intereiling  circumftances  and  refle£lions  in  this 
narrative. 

At  Larache  the  emperor's  fliips  ufed  to  V/ihter;  biit  it  is 
now  choaked  up  wHth  land,  and  alniolt  all  the  ports  are  faid 
to  have,  in  different  degrees,  been  filled  up.  An  enqiliry'into 
this  circumftance,  and  into  the  ffate  of  the  emperor's  navy^ 
bur  author  thinks  of  importance  to  European  powers,  who  noX7 
pay  a  difgraceful  tribute  to  tliis  firadow  of  royalty.  The  em- 
peror caimot,  indeed,  build  or  refit  his  vcffelsj  but  a  very  large 
fhare  of  the  trade  of  Europe  palfmg  before  an  extenfive  coaft^ 
he  would  be  enabled  to  gve;vrly  injure  different  nations,  with- 
Crit.  Rev.N.  Ak.  (III.)  Ncv.  1791".  S  out 
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out  the  navies  of  England  er  France  being  alDle  to  prevent  lLi\t 
danger  or  revenge  the  injury.  The  fmalleft  galleys,  or  even 
row-boats,  which  a  frigate  could  never  reach,  would  be  fufR- 
cient:  it  is  better,  therefore,  to  fubmit  to  the  difgrace,  than  for 
the  fake  of  a  trifling  injury  to  expofe  our  merchandife  and  our 
feamen  to  fuch  great  rifques. 

The  country  in  this  route  near  the  fea,  is  reprefented  as  fandy 
and  rocky,  divided  by  rivers,  without  the  conveniences  of 
bridges,  or  ev'en  Ihe  advantages  of  a  boat.  The  Moors,  with- 
out difficulty,  lay  alide  their  loofe  drefs,  place  it  on  their  heads, 
tind  fwim  over  with  little  apprehenfion.  In  the  internal  parts, 
which  our  author  faw,  the  fertility  and  beauty  of  the  country 
is  very  cohfiderable.  We  know  that,  in  the  laft  aira  of  Rome, 
Africa  was  the  retreat  of  her  fenators,  a  fertile  refource  for  pro- 
vifions  and  fruits  of  different  kinds,  adorned  with  every  jfoecies 
of  arvhite6ture  which  the  luxuries  or  wants  6f  this  powerful  na- 
tion required.  At  prefent,  in  the  poffeffion  of  a  fpirited  and  en- 
lightened people,  it  would  be  the  firft  country  in  the  world.* — At 
I^arache  our  author  was  frequently  confulted,  as  his  profeflion 
and  errand  were  known.  The  difeafes,  he  tells  us,  were  the 
hydrocele,  from  the  loofe  drefs,  the  warm  bath,  and  intempe- 
rance in  plcafure  j  complaints  of  the  eyes  from  the  refleftion 
of  the  white  houfes ;  itch  and  other  cutaneous  complaints  from 
an  hereditary  taint  *,  indigeition  from  luxury ;  and  dropsies 
among  the  lower  fort  from  poor  living.  The  medical  know- 
ledge of  the  Moors  and  Jews  is  derived  from  Arabian  receipts^ 
which  they  employ  with  little  diftin6i:ion  or  refleftion  :  their 
remedies  are  almoll  wholly  external,  their  inftruments  rude 
and  inartificial,  while  fuperftition  renders  amulets  and  charms 
objefts  of  almoft  univerfal  attentipn.  In  this  route  our  author 
met  with  an  encampment  of  Arabs,  and  we  fhall  felefl  a  part 
of  his  defcription. 

♦  Thefe  encampments  are  generally  at  a  very  confiderable  diftancc 
from  the  cities  and  towns ;  the  villages,  on  the  other  hand,  are 
commonly  quite  in  the  vicinity  of  feme  town.  The  encampment 
confifts  of  broad  tents,  conftrudled  either  of  the  leaves  of  the  pal- 
metto, or  of  camels  hair.  Some  of  them  are  fupported  by  canes, 
and  others  are  fixed  by  pegs.  The  form  of  an  Arab  tent  is  in 
feme  degree  fimilar  to  a  tomb,  or  the  keel  of  a  fhip  reverfed. 
They  are  dyed  blacky  are  broad,  and  very  low.  The  tent  of  the 
S^aik  or  governor  is  confiderably  larger  than  any  of  the  others, 
and  is  placed  in  a  confpicuous  part  of  the  camp.  Thefe  camps  are 
named  by  the  Arabs  Douhars,  and  the  number  of  tents  in  them 
vary  according  to  the  proportion  of  people  in  the  tribe  or  family. 
Some  of  the  Douhars  contain  only  four  or  five>  while  others  con- 
ffft  of  near  a  hundred.     The  camp  forms  either  a  complete  circle 

I  or 
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or  an  oblong  fquare,  but  the  firft  is  more  common.  The  cattle^' 
which  are  left  to  graze  at  large  in  the  day,  are  carefully  fecured 
within  the  boundaries  at  night. 

'  In  all  the  camps  the  tents  are  clofed  on  the  north  lide,  and  are 
quite  open  on  the  fouth,  by  which  means  they  efcape  the  cold  nor- 
therly winds,  fo  prevalent  in  this  country  during  the  winter  fea- 
fon. 

*  The  Arabs  who  inhabit  thefe  encampments  are  in  many  refpeds 
2  very  different  race  of  people  from  the  Moors  who  inhabit  the 
;owns.  The  latter,  from  being  in  general  more  affluent,  from 
their  intercourfe  with  Europeans,  and  from  their  different  educa- 
tion, have  introduced  luxuries,  and  imbibed  ideas,  of  which  the 
others  are  entirely  ignorant.  From  their  Ilrong  family  attachments 
indeed,  as  well  as  from  their  inveterate  prejudices  in  favour  of  an- 
tient  cuftoms,  thefe  tribes  of  Arabs  appear  to  be  at  a  vaft  diftance 
from  a  Hate  of  civilization.  As  this  fmgular  people  afTociate  con- 
tinually in  tribes,  their  marriages  are  confined  to  their  own  family  ; 
and  fo  ftrifl  are  they  in  the  obfervance  of  this  attachment,  that 
they  will  not  permit  a  perfon  who  is  not  in  fome  degree  related  tcj 
them  to  inhabit  the  fame  camp  with  thenifelveso 

'Thehufband,  wife,  and  children  all  deep  in  the  fame  tent, 
commonly  on  a  pallet  of  fheep-fkins,  but  fometimes  on  the  bare 
ground.  The  children  remain  with  their  parents  till  they  marry, 
when  the  friends  of  each  party  aie  obliged  to  provide  them  with 
a  tent,  a  ftone  hand-mill  to  grind  their  corn,  a  balket,  a  wooden 
bowl,  ^nd  two  earthen  difhes,  which  conftitute  the  whole  of  their 
furniture.  Befides  thefe  they  have  however  a  marriage  portion, 
which  confifts  of  a  certain  number  of  camels,  borfes,  cows,  fheep> 
and  goats,  with  a  proportionable  quantity  of  wheat  and  barley  : 
and  by  grazing  and  cultivating  the  neighbouring  ground,  they  gra- 
dually increafe  their  flock.  The  Arabs  have  feldom  more  than 
one  wife.  Their  women,  who  are  in  general  the  very  oppofite  to 
every  idea  of  beauty,  do  not,  like  thofe  who  inhabit  the  towns, 
conceal  their  faces  in  the  prefence  of  f^rangers.' 

A  ftranger  fleeps  in  one  of  tKefe  encampments  with  the  mofl 
perfe6l  fecurity :  the  Arabs  of  the  camp  arc  anfwerable  for 
every  thing  that  is  loift.  The  lakes,  near  which  the  camps  are 
ufually  placed  for  the  fupply  of  water,  often  abound  with  eels,' 
which  are  flruck  with  a  barbed  dart,  and  caught  in  great  num- 
bers. The  only  guard  of  thefe  encampments  are  dogs,  who 
unite  in  attacking  llrangers,  ctnd  even  wild  beafts,  if  they  ap- 
proach. 

During  bur  author's  refidence  at  Mogodore  he  obtained  a 
tolerably  accurate  account  of  the  kingdom,  which  he  defcribes 
at  fome  length ;  but  it  is  feldom  very  different  from  the  dcfcrip- 
ci#ns  already  in  our  hands.     The  fertility  and  beauty  of  this 
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ediin'tVy  we  have  already  noticed :  the  fouthern  prcvInceGTcf 
Spain  are  lupplied  with  corn  from  this  part  of  Africa;  for  with 
greater  fertility  of  ground,  the  Moors  and  the  Jews  feem  more 
induftrious  than  the  Spaniards.  The  Jews  make  wine,  and 
diftil  a  kind  of  brandy  from  figs  and  raifins.  The  Barbary 
fheep  are  very  fcarce  here,  and  the  horfes,for  want  of  care,  are 
greatly  degenerated :  the  mules  feem  inferior  in  fize  and  beauty 
to  thofe  of  Spain.  Fowls  of  ever  kind  are  comifion ;  but  all 
fhe  advantages  of  Africa  sre  counterbalanced  by  numerous 
\ViId  beafts,  ftiakes  of  an  uncommon  fi^e,  and  above  all  the  fre- 
quent returns  of  fwarms  of  locufls  in  fuch  numbers  as  todeftroy 
f  he  corn  and  every  olher  kind  of  grain  which  the  earth  bears. 
Our  author  faw  a  camelion  of  Mogodore,  and  remarked  that 
it  could  move  the  ball  of  the  eye  quite  round,  and  dire£l  its 
feyes  to  two  different  objefts  at:  the  fame  time.  It  lives  on 
flies,  and'  catches  them  by  dartin'g  out  its  long  tongue,  which 
is  covered  with  a  glutinous  fluid  that  invifcatcs  them.  Except 
in  this  a6lion,  its  motions  are  flow.  The  population  of  Mo- 
rocco i^  inconfiderable,  and  the  towns  not  numerous :  this  our 
author  accounts  for  from  the  fmall  number  of  rivers,  which 
are  very  fliallow,  and  often  in  winter  dried  up.  The  Negroes 
form  the  (landing  army  of  the  empire:  they  are  faid  to  be  more 
lively,  a£live,  and  enterpr^fing,  than  the  Moorsy  but  they  are 
chiefTy  employed  as  the  inilruments  of  defpotifm.  Like  the 
Prietorian  guards,  they  began  to  be  turbulent  and  dangerous,, 
lb  that  the  lad  emperor  difbanded  many  of  the  regiments. 
The  inland  journey  from  Santa  Cruz  to  Tarudant  was  through 
a  level,  woody,  and  uncultivated  country. 

The  buildings  of  the  Moors  have  been  often  deferibed.  Our 
imthor  found  them  in  the  ufual  ftyle :  the  parts  inhabited  opened 
into  a  court,  often  floored  Math  tyling,  in  the  middle  of  which 
%vas  a  fountain.  Moll  of  the  Mooriih  houfesha  ^^  no  windows^ 
arrd  this  was  the  cafe  with  that  in  which  he  found  Muley  Ab- 
fulem,  his  patient,  whofe  difeafe  was  a  catara6l  in  one  eye, 
while  the  fight  of  the  other  was  of  little  ufe,  as  by  a  violent 
fpafm  it  was  almoil  immoveably  turned  inwards.  We  (hall 
jiot  engage  in  a  detail  of  our  author's  numerous  difficulties. 
The  importance  of  his  errand  did  not  always  fecure  him  from 
Hifult,  efpeciaHy  when  he  came  near  the  fan6luaries,  the  abodes 
of  the  Mahometan  faints  ;  it  did  not  fecure  for  him  a  tent 
>vithout  holes;  or,  even  in  Tarudant,  a  clean  room,  with  m.o- 
dfcrately  convenient  accommodations. 

Our  author's  profelfion  enabled  him  at  Tarudant,  and  alfo 
2t  ^lorocco,  ta  vifit  the  harems.  The  eunuchs  who  guard  the 
women,  and  who  live  among  them,  are  children  of  Negro  flaves : 
thev  are  ciiher  very  fliort  and  fat,  or  tall,  deformed,  and  lame* 
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Their  pride  and  infolence  are  iiublerablc.  In  the  harem  he 
was  the  fubje^l  of  the  moft  curious  and  childifh  examination; 
and  one  of  his  patients  would  uqt  fuffer  herfelf  to  be  feen. 
The  lady  was  behind  a  curtain,  ?.nd  put  her  hand  tinder  the 
•bottom  of  it,  defiring  him  to  feel  her  pulfe,  and  tdl  her  what 
were  her  complaints.  This  is  the  general  cultom  iimong  the 
Moors,  who  imagine  the  Chrillian  phyficians  know  every  tiling 
from  the  ftroke  of  the  pulfe.  He  requefted  to  fee  her  tongue, 
but  this  was  denied,  as  her  perfon  mult  be  expofed  ;  but  at  latt 
fhe  confented  to  fhow  it  through  a  hole  cut  for  this  purpofe  in. 
;the  curtain.     The  other  ladies  were  not  quite  fo  delicate. 

*  Moft  of  the  women  in  the  Harem  were  under  thirty  years  of 
age,  of  a  corpulent  habit,  and  of  a  very  awkward  gait.  Their 
knowledge  of  courfe,  from  having  led  a  life  of  total  fecluiion  from 
.the  world,  was  entirely  confined  to. the  occurrences  in  their  Harem  ; 
where,  as  thej  were  allowed  a  free  accefs  to  each  other,  they  con- 
verfed  upon  fuch  fubjeifls  as  their  uninformed  underftandings  ferved 
to  furniih  them  with.  They  are  never  fuffered  to  go  out,  but  by 
an  exprefs  order  from  the  prince;  and  then  only  when  removing 
from  one  place  of  refidence  to  another.  I  in  general  found  them 
extremely  ignorant,  proud,  and  vain  of  their  perfons,  even  to  a 
degree  which  bordered  upon  childifhnefs.  Among  many  ridicu- 
•Jous  queftions,  they  afked  my  interpreter  if  I  could  read  and  write; 
upon  being  anfwered  in  the  affirmative,  they  exprelTed  the  utmoil 
furprife  and  admiration. at  the  abilities  of  the  ..chiiftians.  There 
was  not  one  among  them  who  could  do  either;  thefe  rudiments  of 
learning  are  indeed  only  the  lot  of  a  few  of  their  men,  who  on 
that  account  are  named  Talbi,  or  explainers  of  the  Mahometan 
law. 

*  Among  the  concubines  of  the  prince  there  were  fix  female 
flaves  of  the  age  of  fifteen,  who  were  prefented  to  him  by  a  Moor 
-of  diftinilion.  One  of  thefe  was  defcended  from  an  Englilh  re- 
Tiegado,  another  from  a  Spaniih,  and  the  other /our  were  of  Moor- 
i(h  extraflion. 

'Where  the  morefoHd  and  ufeful.accomplifhments  are  lead  cul- 
tivated, a  tafte  is  often  found  to  prevail  for  thofe  which  are  pure- 
ly ornamental  and  frivolous.  Thefe  devoted  vidims. of  libidinous 
pieafure  received. a. daily  leflbn.of  mufic,  by  order  of  the  prince, 
from  a  Moor  who  had  paiTed  fome  little  time  in  London  and  Ita- 
ly, where  he  had  acquired  a  flight  knowledge  of  that  fcience.  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  being  prefent  at  one  of  thefe  performances, 
but  cannot  fay  I  received  much  amufement,  in  a  mufical  view,  from 
my  vifit.  It  was  a  concert  vocal  and  inftrumental :  the  inftruments 
ufed  upon  this  occafion  were  the  mandoUne,  a  kind  of  violin  with 
•/nly  two  firings,  and  the  tabor.  The  principal  objed  in  their 
performance  feemed  to  be  noife  ;  it  was  without  the  lead  attention 
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%q  nielody,  variety,  or  tafte,  and  was  merely  drawing  out  a  wild 
and  melancholy  ftrairi.  .        ,     ; 

'  '  Converfation,  however,  forms  the  principal  entert^nment  in 
thefe  gloomy  retirements.  When  I  viiited  the  Harem,  I  never 
found  the  woipen  engaged  in  any  other  employment  thgp  that  of 
convetfing  on  the  ground  in  circles.  In  fadl,  as  all  their  needle- 
work is  performed  by  Jewefles,  and  their  cookery,  and  the  mar 
nagement  of  their  chambers,  by  their  flaves  ,and  domcftics,.of 
which  they  have  a  proportionable  number,  according  to  the  fayour 
they  are  in  with  the  prince,  it  is  not  eafy  for  them  to  find  means 
cif  occupying  their  time,  and  particularly  fmce  none  of  them  are 
able  to  read  or  write.  It  is  impoffible,  indeed,  to  refledl  on  the  fitua- 
tion  of  thefe  unfortunate  wpnien  without  the  moft  lively  fentimenfs 
of  companion.  Excluded  from  the  enjoyment  of  frefli  air  and  exer- 
cife,  fo  neceffary  for  the  fupport  of  health  and  life  ;  deprived  of 
ail  foc^ety  but  that  of  their  fellovv-fufFerers,  a  fociety  to  which 
mod  of  them  would  prefer  folitude  itfelf ;  ^hey  are  only  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  moft  abjefltof  flaves — flaves  to  the  vices  and  caprice 
of  a  licentious  tyrant,  who  exafls  even  from  his  wives  themfelves 
a  degree  of  fubmiflion  and  refpef^  which  borders  upon  idolatry, 
and  which  God  and  nature  never  meant  fliould  be  paid  to  a  mor- 
tal.' 

Tarudant  refembles  a  hamlet  rather  than  a  town ;  its  walls  are 
extenfivCj  but  the  buildings  are  half  in  ruins,  feparatedby  lofty 
date  trees,  and  the  remaining  houfes  mean  and  inconvenient. 
It  Is  a  frontier  town,  and  when  Morocco  was  divided  into  petty 
flates,  was  the  metropolis  of  a  kingdom.  The  emperor  claims 
a  fovereignty  over  the  neighbouring  deferts,  and  the  Arabs, 
but  it  is  merely  nominal.  Thefe  Arabs  live  in  tents,  w^ander 
about  in  fearch  of  plunder,  and  their  predatory  expeditions 
fometimes  extend  to  Nigritia,  from  whence  they  carry  off  Ne- 
groes. The  principal  ipanufaQures  at  Tarudant  are  .haicks, 
the  upper  garments  of  the  Moors,  and  the  making  copper  uten- 
fils, 

Soon  after  the  prince's  amendment,  an  order  came  for  Mr. 
Lempriere  to  go  to  Morocco.  His  journey  and  his  plan  of 
cure  had  been  mifreprefented  to  the  emperor  -,  and  pur  author 
«departed  with  a  ^old  watch,  an  indifferent  horfe,  and  a  few 
hard  dollars  forced  into  his  hand  contrary  to  his  inclination. 
Thefe  were  the  only  rewards  for  an  incoiivenient  journey  of 
500  miles,  and  his  more  inconvenient:  refidence  at  Tarudant. 
In  this  journey  he  traverfed  Mount  Atlas.  For  four  hours  the 
afccnt  was  uninterrupted,  owing  to  the  road  being  narrow, 
rocky,  and  fteep.  From  its  abrupt  fhort  turnings,  it  is  called 
in  the  Arabic  the  CameFs  Neck.  The  admirers  of  the  poetry 
if  Greece  and  Rome  will  confider  Atlas  as  clalfic  ground ;  but 
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to  die  traveller  it  affords  little  that  is  interefting ;  and  the  Ht- 
lle  which  a  warm  fummer  might  produce  was  invifible  in  De- 
cember, the  period  of  our  author's  journey.  The  fummits  of 
the  mountain,  even  in  the  internal  part  of  Africa,  are  conftantly 
covered  with  fnow ;  and  it  is  a  common  opinion  that  thofe  who 
fittempt  to  afceud  to  the  top  die  inllantly.  This  was  laid  to 
have  happened  to  fome  Brebes,  a  race  which  deferves  particu- 
lar attention  ;  and  our  readers  will  recollect  that  they  met  with 
the  fame  race  on  the  other  fide  of  Africa,  when  they  travelled 
with  Mr.  Bruce  into  AbyiTmia,  They  gre  the  ancient  (hep- 
herds,  and  their  name  is  the  fource  of  the  appellation  given  by 
the  more  poliihed  to  the  ruder  nations — viz.  barbarians, 

*  Thefe  people  differ  entirely  from  the  Arabs  and  Moors.  They 
are  the  original  inhabitants  of  thje  country,  who  at  the  time  of  the 
conqueft  by  the  Ar^bs,  fled  into  thefe  mountains,  where  they  have 
ever  fmce  continued,  and  in  a  great  meafure  maintained  their  in- 
dependence. Each  village  is  under  the  direction  of  a  Shaik,  who, 
contrary  to  the  pradice  in  the  encampments  of  the  Arabs,  is  an 
officer  of  their  own  choice. 

*  The  Brebes  are  a  very  athletic  and  ftrong-featured  people,  pa- 
tient and  accuftomed  to  hardfhips  and  fatigue,  and  feidom  remove 
far  from  the  fpot  where  they  refide.  They  fhave  the  fore  part  of 
the  head,  but  fuffer  their  hair  to  grow  from  the  crown  as  far  behind 
as  the  neck.  They  wear  no  fhirt  or  drawers ;  they  are  only  co- 
vered by  one  woolen  garment  without  ileeves,  and  belted  round 
the  middle,  though  I  have  feen  fome  few  cover  it  with  the  haick. 
Their  principal  amufement  is  in  the  ufe  of  their  mufkets  j  they  are 
indeed  excellent  markfmen,  and  are  very  dextrous  in  twirling  their 
mufkets  round,  throwing  them  very  high  in  the  air,  and  after- 
wards catching  them.  So  attached  are  they  to  thefe  inftruments, 
that  they  frequently  go  to  the  expence  of  fixty  or  even  eighty  du- 
cats, to  ornament  them  with  filver  and  ivory. 

*  Their  employment  confifts  principally  in  cultivating  the  val- 
lies,  looking  after  their  cattle,  and  hunting  vyiid  beafts,  the  fkins 
cf  which  become  a  very  valuable  article  for  fale.  I^ike  the  Arabs 
they  have  their  regular  markets  for  the  difpofal  of  cattle,  8cq. 
where  they  either  receive  money  or  fome  other  article  in  exchange. 
They  have  fallen,  in  a  great  meafure,  into  the  cuiloms  and  reli- 
gion of  the  Moors,  but  they  ftill  retain  their  original  language; 
;jnd  a  Moor  is  frequently  obliged  to  ufe  an  interpreter  to  enable 
him  to  converfe  with  them. 

*  Befides  ihofe  who  refide  in  huts  in  the  vallies,  which  are  nu- 
jnerous,  there  are  alfo  others  who  live  in  caves  in  the  upper  parts 
of  the  mountains  i  fo  that  the  number  of  the  whole  muft  be  very 
confuderable.* 

Thefe  Brebes  are  not  wholly  conquered:  they  occafionally 
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refufe  to  pay  tribute,  without  the  emperor  being  able  to  com-; 
pel  them  to  do  it.  In  thefe  regions  our  author  met  with  the 
ancient  pipe  in  its  fimpled  ftate,  a  common  cane,  witliout  any 
cork  or  flop  to  it.  The  internal  parts  of  the  mountains  are 
faid  to  abound  with  iron  and  even  gold>  but  none  of  thefe  mines 
^re  explored.  The  wild  beads  of  the  Atlas  are  feldom  dan- 
gerous but  durjng  the  fevcrity  pf  winter.  The  arga-tree,  of 
which  there  were  numerous  forefts  on  the  mountain,  is  the 
only  vegetable  feen  there  •,  but  in  the  valleys,  the  gardens  and  in- 
clofures  were  highly  verdant  even  in  December:  corn  was  gro^y- 
ing  with  luxuriance,  and  fruit-trees  of  every  defcription  were 
beautiful  and  flouriihing,  enlivened  by  the  fgng  of  numerous 
birds  of  a  beautiful  plumage. 

For  our  author's  defcription  of  the  capital  we  niuft:  refer  to 
the  work.  The  Je>vs  arc  the  moil  adlive  perfons  in  the  em- 
pire, and  they  are  very  numerous  in  Morocco.  The  Jewefle^ 
are  fond  of  intrigues  j  and,  as  they  are  ufually,  at  hcmc^  treat- 
ed with  as  much  rigour  as  the  Moorifli  women,  it  is  juilly  ob- 
ferved  by  our  author,  that,  deriving  *  no  credit  from  the  pre- 
fcrvation  of  tlieir  honour,  they  incur,  in  their  own  eftimatipn, 
little  difgrace  by  its  lofs.*  The  apartments  of  the  emperor  have 
icarcely  as  much  furniture  as  thofe  of  fome  of  his  fubje6ls. 
Handfome  carpets,  a  matirafs  on  the  ground,  and  a  couple  of 
European  bedlteads,  common  ornaments  and  ornaments  only, 
conftitnte  the  whole.  The  gardens  within  the  palace  are  very 
neat:  they  contain  orange  and  olive  trees,  varioully  arranged, 
mterfecled  with  flreams  of  water,  refervoirs,  and  fountains. 
Thofe  on  the  outfide  are  furrounded  with  walls,  and  irregu- 
larly planted  with  olives ;  they  are  ufually  divided  into  four 
fquare  walks. 

After  many  delays,  Mr.  Lempriere  was  at  laft  introduced  tq 
the  emperor,  and  gives  a  full  account  of  his  court,  his  politi- 
cal condu6l,  and  that  of  hjs  predeceiTor.  Sidi  Mahomet  was 
fond  of  converfatioii,  alked  frequent  queftions,  and  gained  in 
t'lat  way  much  information.  He  is  faid  to  have  had  a  found 
underftanding  ;  but  as  he  had  no  afiillance  from  education,  his 
religion  betrayed  him  into  illiberality  and  cruelty,  while  dif- 
potic  power  rendered  him  trilling  and  capricious.  His  life 
was  rendered  miferable  by  apprehenfions  of  poifon,  rind  the 
fuperior  popularity  of  Muley  Yazld,  the  prefent  emperor. 
This  prince  is,  however,  reprefented  as  a  dutiful  fon,  a  firm, 
fleady,  and  political  princp.  He  retired  fro.m  the  power  of 
his  father  to  a  fanduary ;  biit,  though  places  of  this  kind  are 
ufually  confidered  as  inviolable,  the  emperor  firfl  endeavoured 
to  perfuade  the  fiiints  to  protect  him  no  longer,  and  at  lafl  de~ 
lermined  to  take  him  away  by  force.    The  faints  hearkened 
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$10  rfie  emperor,  and  defired  him  to  depart.  He  immediately 
obeyed  and  mounted  his  horfe,  which  was  well  trained,  and 
jundcritood  motions  imperceptible  to  the  byeltanders.  When 
mounted,  the  courfer  was  whipped  and  fpurred  apparently 
with  great  violence ;  but  he  remained  immoveable.  '  You 
fee,  faid  the  prince,  that  it  is  God's  will  that  I  fliould  (lay 
here,  and  no  other  power  can  drive  me  out,'  The  credulous 
faints  obeyed  !uch  a  manifeft  interference  of  thefuperiorpower ; 
and  the  emperor  had  recourfe  to  force :  this  was  eluded  on 
.various  pretests  -,  and,  juft  before  the  lalt  determined  attempt, 
tSidi  Mahomet  died.  He  feems  to  have  had  th^  ufual  cruelty, 
hypocrify,  and  deceit  of  eadern  arbitrary  monarchs,  joined 
with  intolerance,  avarice,  meannefs,  and  cunning,  but  fome- 
times  contrafted  with  a  chearful  good  humour,  a  wifh  to  in- 
ilru^l,  with  liberality,  juftice,  and  even  humanity.  Notwith- 
ftanding  the  exorbitant  taxes  which  he  levied,  and  his  avarice, 
he  is  fuppofed  by  our  traveller  not  to  have  been  wealthy. 

After  Mr.  Lempriere  had  ftayed  fome  time  at  Morocco,  his 
patient  Muley  Abfulera  cam.e  there,  and  brought  the  captafn 
pf  a  Gupea  (hip  which  had  been  wrecked  on  the  coaft  of  Afri- 
ca, the  crew  of  which  had  been  feized  by  fome  wild  Arabs, 
flifferent  in  appearance  from  any  others  which  our  author 
faw.  '  They  wear  their  hair  long,  which  is  of  a  dark  black, 
(darting  from  the  head .  like  porcupine's  quills ;'  their  com- 
plexions arc  brown,  nofes  very  pointed,  eyes  dark  and  ftaring, 
beards  long,  and,  in  their  features,  refembling  lunatics.  Their 
perfons  are  ftrong  and  mufcular ;  they  are  ufually  naked,  or 
vear  only  a  fmali  garment  round  the  waift.  Our  author  feems 
to  have  refcued  the  crew  of  the  Guinea-man  from  thefe  favages, 
but  received  no  other  reward  from  Muley  Abfulem,  who  at 
Jail  departed  without  noticing  him. 

The  Moors  are  indolent,  ignorant,  and  talkative  :  notwith- 
ftanding  the  Mahometan  law  of  ablutions,  they  are  very  dirty. 
When  vifited  they  rife  not  from  their  carpets,  and  the  ufual 
regale  is  tea,  which  is  always  ferved  immediately  on  a  vifit,  in 
very  fmail  cups  often  repeated.  Their  breakfail  is  a  compo- 
ijtion  of  water  and  flour,  boiled  wjtli  an  herb  which  gives  it  a 
yellow  tinge,  and  It  is  fometimes  eat  with  fruit  and  bread, 
rhey  have  fpoons,  but  neither  knives  nor  forks;  fo  that  they 
tear  the  meat  with  their  fingers,  i^nd  take  up  the  cufcofoo  by 
handfuls.  In  general,  the  Moors  are  very  abftemious ;  and 
will  undertake  long  journeys  with  the  afiiftance  only  of  a  little 
bread  and  a  few. figs. '  They  are  unwilling  to  admit  any  one 
Jnto  their  houfes  if  they  can  avoid  it,  and  feat  themfelves  often 
on  a  carpet  before  the  door,  where  they  receive  their  friends, 
ilrink  tea,  fmoke,  and  converfc:  occafionally  they  play  at  an 
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inferior  kind  of  chefs  or  draughts,  at  which  they  arc  faid  to  ht 
expert ;  but  their  moft  frequent  employment  is  converfation, 
and  the  common  topics  are  the  occurrences  of  the  place,  their 
religion,  ^vomen,  andhorfes.  Their  curiofity  and  their  fond- 
nefs  for  news  are  unbounded  j  but  their  converfatiou  is  feldom 
diftinguiflied  by  decency,  propriety,  or  even  decorum.  They 
are  fond  of  their  horfes,  and  expert  in  all  the  exercifes  on  horfe- 
back.  The  defcription  of  their  domeftip  manners,  and  of  the 
annual  caravan,  offers  nothing  particularly  new. 

Our  author's  profeffion,  we  have  remarked,  allowed  of  his 
being  admitted  to  the  harem,  and  what  remains  of  this  article 
will  contain  a  particular  account  of  his  vifit  to  this  facred  fpot. 
The  public  and  ufuaV  entrance  is  through  a  long  arched  door- 
way,  guarded  on  the  outfide  by  ten  foldiers,  and  in  the  hall 
an  alcaide  with  a  guard  of  fsventeen  eunuchs  is  placed.  On 
entering  the  court  into  which  the  women's  apartments  open, 
our  author  difcovered  a  motley  group  of  concubines,  dcwneftics, 
and  Negro  Haves,  differently  employed,  chiefly  in  domeftic  af- 
fairs, or  fitting  on  the  ground  in  converfation.  The  ladies, 
when  they  knew  the  traveller's  bufinefs  and  profeflion,  were 
earned  to  engage  his  attention,  to  know  their  complaints, 
which,  as  ufual,  they  fnppofcd  he  underilood  by  feeling  the 
pulfe ;  and,  from  their  eagernefs  pr  inattention,  did  not  pre- 
ferve  even  the  appearances  of  decency,  that  European  ladies 
would  think  indii'penfible.  Through  the  firll  court,  our  author 
pafTed  through  two  or  three  others,  till  he  reached  the  apart- 
ment of  Lalla  Zara,  his  patient,  whofe  complaint  was  a  weak- 
nefs  of  the  ftomach,  brought  on  by  poifon,  adminiflered  by 
jealoufy.  She  had  been  handfome ;  but  her  ikin,  from  being  fair 
and  clear,  was  of  a  fickly  brown,  which  joined  to  decayed  teeth, 
rendered  her  figure  ghaftly  and  dlfgufting.  She  was  about  36, 
and  notwithilanding  her  complaints  had  two  healthy  children, 
one  of  fix  years,  and  the  other  about  twelve  months  old.  Lal- 
la Zara  was  affable  and  polite ;  though  deprived  of  health,  fhc 
retained  her  vivacity,  and  appeared  pleafing  and  interefting. 
Our  author's  defcription  of  the  other  ladies  we  (hall  tranfcribe. 

*  I  found  Lalla  (Lalla  means  miftrefs  or  fultana)  Batoom  to  be 
a  perfeft  Moorifh  beauty  ;  fhe  was  moft  immoderately  fat,  about 
forty  years  of  age,  v/ith  round  and  prominent  cheeks,  which  were 
painted  a  deep  red,  fmall  black  cytSy  and  a  vifage  completely 
guiltlefs  of  expreffion.  She  was  fitting  upon  a  mattrafs  on  the 
fioor,  which,  as  ufual,  was  covered  with  fine  white  linen,  and  fhe 
wai-furrounded  with  a  large  party  of  concubines,  whom  I  was  in- 
formed flie  had  invited  to  be  her  villtors  on  the  occafion.  Her 
room  bore  a  much  greater  appearance  of  grandeur  than  that  of 
Lalla  Zara,  and  (he  was  indulged  with  a  whole  fquare  to  herfelf. 

'At 
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«.  As  foon  as  I  entered  her  apartment,  Lalla  Batoom  requeued 
me  to  be  feated  clofe  by  her  fide,  and  to  feel  her  pulfe.  Her 
complaint  was  a  flight  cold,  of  which  an  unconquerable  defire  of 
feeing  me  had  moft  probably  been  the  occafion.  As  foon  as  F 
had  felt  her  pulfe,  and  pronounced  my  opinion,  I  was  employed 
in  going  through  the  fame  ceremony  with  all  the  other  ladies  in  the 
room,  who  defired  1  would  acquaint  them  with  all  their  complaints, 
without  any  further  enquiries.  From  the  great  experience  which  I 
Jiad  acquired  in  this  kind  of  pradlice  at  Tarudant,  and  from  the 
knowledge  which  I  had  attained  of  their  complaints,  which  in  ge- 
neral proceeded  from  too  violent  an  attack  upon  the  cofcofoo,  I 
was  enabled  to  ipake  no  defplcable  figure  in  this  myfterious  art, 
and  was  very  fuccefsful  in  my  opinions.* 

*  After  I  had  concluded  my  vifit  to  the  queen  of  the  Harem,  I 
was  next  copdud^ed  to  Lalla  Douyaw,  the  favourite  wife  of  the 
late  emperor,  whom  I  found  to  be  what  would  be  termed  in  Europe  a 
yery  fine  and  beautiful  woman.  She  is  a  native  of  Genoa,  and 
was,  with  her  inother,  Ihipwrecked  on  the  co^fli  of  Barbary,  whence 
they  became  the  emperor's  captives.  At  that  period,  though  but 
«ight  years  of  age,  her  perfonal  charms  were  fo  very  promifing 
and  attratflive,  that  they  induced  the  emperor  to  order  her  to  be 
taken  forcibly  from  her  mother,  and  placed  in  his  Harem,  where, 
though  at  fo  early  a  period  of  life,  every  means  were  in  vain  em- 
ployed to  entice  her  to  change  her  religion,  till  at  length  the  em- 
peror threatened  to  pull  up  every  hair  of  her  head  by  the  roots 
if  fhe  defifted  any  longer;  and  ftie  then  found  herfelf obliged  to 
•fubmit  to  his  inclinations. 

*  After  remaining  fome  time  in  the  charafter  of  a  concubine, 
^he  emperor  married  her  ;  and  from  her  great  beauty,  addrefs,  and 
fuperior  mental  accompli fhments,  Ihe  foon  gained  his  bell  affec- 
tions, which  fhe  ever  after  pofTefTed.  She  bad,  indeed,  fo  much 
influence  over  him,  that  though  he  was  naturally  of  a  very  ftub- 
born  difpofition,  flie  was  never  known  to  fail  in  any  favour  flie  (o- 
licited,  provided  fhe  pcrfevered  in  her  requeft. 

'  When  I  faw  her  flie  was  about  thirty  years  of  age  ;  in  her  per- 
fon  rather  corpulent,  and  her  face  was  dillinguiflied  by  that  ex- 
prefliive  beauty  which  is  almoft  peculiar  to  (he  Italian  women. 
Her  addrefs  was  pleafing,  and  her  behaviour  polite  and  attentive. 
In  the  Harem,  from  her  accomplifliments  in  reading  and  writing 
well  the  Arabic  language,  flie  was  confidered  by  the  other  females 
as  a  fuperior  being.* 

The  harem  forms  a  part  of  the  palace,  without  any  other 
communication  with  it  than  a  private  door,  through  which 
the  emperor  only  paflTes. 

♦  The 
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*  The  apartments,  which  are  all  en  the  ground  floor,  are  fquare, 
very  lofty,  and  four  of  them  enclofe  a  fpacious  fquare  court,  into 
^which  they  open  by  means  of  large  folding-doors.  Thefe,  as  in 
other  Moorifh.  houfes,  which  in  general  have  no  windows,  ferve 
the  pi^rpofe  of  admitting  light  into  the  apartments.  In  the  centre 
•of  thefe  courts,  which  are  fioored  with  blue  and  white  checquered 
-tiling,  is  a  fountain,  fupplied  by  pines  from  a  large  refervoir  on 
the  outfide  of  the  palace,  which  ferv^s  for  the  frequent  ablutions 
o-ecommended  by  the  Maliometan  religion,  as  well  as  for  other 
furpofes. 

*  The  whole  ©fthc  Harem  confifts  of  about-twelve  of  thefe  fquare 
.courts,  .communicating  with  each  other  by  narrow  palfages,  which 
afford  a  free  accefs  from  one  part  of  it  to  another,  of  which  all  the 
women  are  allowed  to  avail  themfelves. 

*  The  apartments  are. ornamented  externally  with  beautiful  carv- 
•ed  wood,  much  fuperior  to  any  I  have  ever  i&i^n  m  Europe,  as  weH 
ibr  the  difficulty  of  the  woikmanlhip,  as  for  the  tafte  with  whick 
it  is  finifhed.  In  the  infide,  moft  of  the  rooms  are  hung  with  rich 
-damaflc  of  various  colours-j  the  floors  arc  covered  with  beautiful 
carpets,  and  there  are  mattrefll-s  difpofed  at  different  dillances  for 
•the  purpofes  oi  fating  and  ficeping.        '^ 

*  Befidcs  thefe,  the  apartments  are  furniflied  at  each  extre-mlty 
with  an  elegant  European  mahogany  bedftead,  hung  with  damafk,. 
■having  on  it  feveral  mattreffes  placed  one  ov-er  the  other,  which 
are  covered  with  various  coloured  filks ;  but  thefe  beds  are  merely 
|)laced  there  to  ornament  the  room.  In  all  the  apartments,  without 
4»fception,  the  ceiling  is  wood,  carved  and  painted.  The  princi- 
ral  ornaments  in  fomc,  were  large  and  valuable  looking-glaffe?y 
iung  on  differerkt  parts  of  the  vval^-.  In  others,  clocks  and  watches 
of  different  fizes,  in  glafs, cafes,  were  difpofed  in  the  fame  manner, 
in  fome  of  .the  apartments  I  obferved  a  projection  from  the  wall., 
*v'hich  j-tached  about  halfway  to  the  ceiling,  on  which  were  plnc- 
<?d  feveral  mattreffes  over  each  other,  and  each  covered  with  ftlks 
o-f  different  colours.  Above  and  below  this  projection,  tlve  wall 
was  hung  with  pieces  of  fattin,  velvet,  and  damaik,  of  different 
colours,  ornamented  on  each  edge  with  a  broad  fl^ripe  of  black  vel- 
vet, which  was  embroidered  in  its  centre  with  goTd. 

*  The  whole  Harem  was  under  the  management  of  the  princi^ 
pal  fultana,  Lalla  Batoom  :  tl^at  is  in  general  fiie  was  dilHnguiih- 
cd  by  the  title  of  miftrefs  of  the  Harem,  -without  having  any  par- 
ticular contrjoul  over  the  women.  This  lady  and  Lalla  Dowyaw, 
the  favourite,  were  indulged  with  a  whole  fquare  to  themfelves  ^ 
/-.alia  Zara  and  all  the  concubines,  were  only  allowed  each  a  fin- 
ale room. 

^  Each  female  had  a  feparate  ip\y  allowance  from  the  emperor j, 
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JjfoporEioned  tb  the  eftimation  in  which  they  were  held  by  him. 
Out  of  this  they  were  expeded  to  furnifli  themfelves  with  every 
article  of  which  they  mightbe  in  want;  the  Harem  is  therefore 
to  be  confidered  as  a  place  where  fo  many  diftind  lodgers  have 
apartments  without  paying  for  them,  and  the  principal  fultana  is 
the  miftrefs  of  the  whole. 

*  The  daily  allowance  which  each  woman  received  from  the 
hte  emperor  for  her  fubfi^ence  was  very  trifling  indeed.  Lalla 
Douyaw^  the  favourite  fultana,  had  very  little  more  than  half-a- 
crown  E-nglilh  per  diem,  and  the'  others  lefs  in-  proportion*  IS/ 
muft'be  allowed,  that  the  emperor  made  them  occafional  prefents 
of  money,  drefc,  and  trinkets;  but  ih^s  coiHd  never  be  fufficient 
to  fupport  the  number  of  domeftics  and  other  expences  they  mufl: 
incur.  The:r  greateft  dependance,  therefore,  was  on  the  prefents 
they  received  from  thofe  Europeans  and  Moors  who  vifited  the 
court,  and  who  employed  their  influence  in  obtaining  fome  parti- 
cular favour  from  the  emperor.* 

The  ladies  furnifli  their  ov/n  rooms,  hire  theii'  own  domef- 
tlcs,  and  do  what  they  pleafe  in  the  harem.  They  dare  not, 
however,  go  out,  except  when  they  attend  the  emperor  "y  and- 
they  are  then  efcorted  by  a  party  of  foldiers,  and  covered  by 
impenetrable  veils.  The  Moorifh  women  have,  in  general,  an 
inexpreffive  countenance,  and  a  ruftic  fimplicity  of  manners : 
they  are  fhort,  ufually  fat  and  fquare,  with  large  hands  and 
feet.  The  complexions  are  of  a  clear  brown,  or  fallow;  faces 
round;  eyes  generally  black;  nofe  and  mouth  fmall,  and  teeth 
ufually  good.  Corpulence  is  confidered  as  a  beauty;  and, 
when  their  indolence  does  not  fufficiently  encourage  ij,  they 
Tidd  a  grain,  which  Is  called  ellhouba,  in  their  eufcoibo.  The 
ladies  paint  their  cheeks  of  a  deep  brown,  and  itain  their  eye- 
lids and  eye-brows  with  a  black  powder.  A  long  black  mark 
IS  painted  on  the  forehead,  the  tip,  of  the  nofe,  and  feveral 
others  on  each  cheek.  Tl"ie  chin  is  flained  of  a  deep  red,  and 
from  thence  down  to  the  throat  runs  a  long  black  itripe.  The 
infidc  of  the  hands  and  nails  are  ilaincd  of  a  deep  red,  almoft 
black,  and  the  back  of  the  hand  has  feveral  fancy  marks  of  the 
fame  colour.  The  chief  entertainment  of  the  women  is  con- 
verfation  ;  but  they  are  fimple  and  childilh ;  their  minds  are 
uncultivated,  and  the  abfolute  fubmiiTion  in  which  they  live> 
prevents  the  fmalleft  mental  exertion.    ** 

Mr.  Lempriere's  journey  home,  for  he  at  lafh  obtained  per- 
milhon  to  return,  furnilhes  nothing  remarkable.  He  went 
again  to  Barbary,  to  procure  a  more  complete  account  of  the 
emperor's 'death,  and  the  events  which  attended  the  fucccffion 
of  Muley  Yazid.  Thcfc  are  the  fubje^t  of  the  laft  chapter: 
the  circumitances  are  not  very  interefting,  and  the  length  of 
this  article,  the  difcuflions  we  have  engaged  in,  with  our  very 
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candid  and  entettaining  traveller,  prevent  us  fro6i  enlarging 
on  the  fubjecSl. 

*rhe  Life  of  Samuel  Johnfon,  LL-  X>.  comprehending  an  Jccotint 
§fhis  Studies  ana  numerous  fforks,  in  Chronological  Order  i 
ji  Series  of  his  MpiJ^Cu-  ^y  Correfpond^nce  and  Converfations 
with  many  eminent  Per  Jons  ;  and  various  Original  Pieces  of 
his  Compoji'tiony  never  before  puhlifljed, 

(Continued  from  Vol  IL  New  Arrang.  p*  346^ 

'TpHE  events  of  Johnfon*s  life,  rehted  by  friend  and  foe  ; 
-■•  by  panegyrifls  and  fatyrical  defamers  ;  by  the  lovers  of  an- 
ecdotes, or  the  followers  of  party,  are  fufiiciently  known.  It 
is  not  our  intention  to  fill  our  pages  with  what  is  common  : 
the  features  of  his  mind  were  alfo  ftrong  and  prominent;  it  is 
cafy  to  form  a  likenefs  by  the  flighteft  fketch,  and  that  like- 
nefs  has  been  often  taken,  fometimes  with  a  favourable,  flat- 
tering pencil,  fometimes  in  the  broader  flyle  of  caricature. 
Where  we  can  catch,  in  the  laborious  volumes  of  Mr.  Bof- 
well,  Johnfon  talking  without  difguife,  contending  not  for 
victory  but  truth,  bending  the  full  powers  of  his  mighty  mind 
to  add  to  our  knowledge  in  the  fcience  of  wifdom,  or  to  draw 
with  precifion  the  line  which  diftinguifhcs  right  from  wrong, 
we  iliall  endeavour  to  catch  the  fpark,  and  to  preferve  it  from 
the  cumbrous  load,  where  it  might  other  wife  remain  buried. 

An  early  observation  of  Johnfon  leads  us  to  make  one  re- 
mark, not  indeed  entirely  connected  with  the  plarf  we  have 
laid  down,' but  of  too  much  importance  to  be  overlooked.  The 
two  years  which  he  fpentat  home,  after  his  return  from  Stour- 
bridge, was  what  he  thought  idl6nefs.  Yet  he  read  various 
works,  and  many  ancient  authors,  whofe  manly  dignity  of 
fentiment  he  commends  with  juftice  :  it  was,  however,  with- 
out a  plan,  and  probably  without  continued  application.  But 
was  not  this  the  ufual  tenour  of  the  whole  life  of  Johnfon  f 
If  thefe  volumes  fpeak  any  definite  language,  of  which  indeed 
there  may  be  fome  doubts,  it  is  that  Johnfon  never  ftudied  any 
fcience  with  fyftematic  application;  and  we  may  add,  never 
exerted  the  whole  of  his  abilities  on  any  one  work.  His  reading 
feems  to  have  been  cafual,  generally  defultory.  To  convert 
fation  he  owed  much  of  his  varied  knowledge  ;  and  to  his  vi- 
gorous, comprehenfive  powers,  he  was  indebted  for  that  clear- 
nefs  of  diftindtion,  that  pointed  judicious  difcrimii^ation,  which 
elucidated  every  queftion,  and  aftonifhed  every  hearer.  From 
this  cafual  reading,  he  rofe  with  a  mind  feldom  fatigued ;  en- 
dowed with  a  clear,  accurate  perception,  the  variety  of  his  ftu- 
dies  relieved,  without  fatiguing  or  perplexing  him  :  the  ideas, 
arranged  in  order,  were  ready  for  ufe,  adorned  with  all  the 
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tneigy  "of  language  and  force  of  manner.  But  the  laWur  of 
literature  was  a  talk,  from  which  he  always  wiihed  to  tfcape  ; 
mnd  as  he  could  excel  others  without  great  exertion,  we  tldom 
perceive  his  faculties  brought  forward  in  their  full  pwer. 
We  fcarcely  find  any  attempt,  beyond  a  periodical  ^aper, 
which  did  not  languifh  in  his  hand,  and  which  he  di^  not, 
profeiTedly,  continue  with  laflitude  and  fatigue.  1 

We  fee  nothing  very  interefting,  confillent  with  th(|  plan 
we  have  mentioned,  till  after  Johnfon's  arrival  in  Loidon. 
His  opinions,  fcarcely  formed,  were  not,  in  any  inftjnce, 
brought  forward  with  efPe£l ;  and  his  own  account  of  pefons 
and  circumftances,  related  many  years  afterwards,  mayWve 
received  a  tin£l:ure  from  fubfequent  events.  Yet  perhapSthe 
reader  will  perufe,  with  fome  entertainment,  Mr.  Bofwll's 
account  of  the  early  life  of  Johnfon,  and  admire  the  exert^j 
of  ingenuity,  to  prove  that  Johnfon  was  a  gay,  lively,  polfe, 
and  acGomplifhed  young  fellow:  it  feems,  in  our  author's 
opinion,  an  inftance  of  great  talents  that  he  could  perfuao  a 
widow,  upwards  of  forty,  unpleafing  in  perfon  and  maniir, 
to  marry  him,  when  only  half  her  age.  Indeed  the  en 
tainment  refembles  the  reprefentation  of  Marplot,  always 
lofs,  and  feeking  for  excufes,  becaufe  he  is  unable  or  unw 
ing  to  account  for  common  conduct  from  obvious  caufes 
is  a  circumftance  of  fome  importance  to  illuftrate  the  fubj 
of  the  debates,  as  publiflied  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazi 
Under  fi£titious  names^ 

*  It  appears  from  fome  of  Cave's  letters  to  Dr.  Birch,  th 
Cave  had  better  afliftanCe  for  that  branch  of  his  Magaisine,  than  h; 
been  generally  fuppofed ;  and  that  he  was  indefatigable  in  gettin 
it  made  as  perfeft  as  he  could. 

«  Thus  2ift  July,  1735.  "  I  trouble  yOu  with  the  inclofed 
becaufe  you  faid  you  could  eafily  correal  what  is  herein  given  fo 
lord  C — ld*s  fpeech.  I  beg  you  will  do  as  foon  as  you  can  fol 
me,  becaufe  the  month  is  far  advanced.  \ 

'  And,  15th  July,  1737.  **  As  you  remember  the  debates  foi 
far  as  to  perceive  the  fpeeches  already  printed  arc  not  exaft,  I  beg 
the  favour  that  you  will  perufe  the  inclofed,  and,  in  the  beftman-1 
ner  your  memory  will  ferve,  corre^^  the  miilaken  paffages,  cr  add 
any  thing  that  is  omitted.  1  Ihould  be  very  glad  to  have  bme- 
thing  of  the  duke  of  N — le's  fpeech,  which  would  be  particdarly 
of  fervice.  — A  gentleman  has  lord  Bathuril's  fpeech  to  add  f^c- 
thing  to.'* 

*  And  July  3,  1744.  "  You  will  fe^  what  ftupid,  low,  bo- 
ftiinable  fluff  is  put  upon  your  noble  and  learned  friend's  charaer, 
fuch  as  I  lliould  quite  rejed:,  and  endeavour  to  do  fomething  beer 
towards  doing  juftice  to  the  charaSer.  But  as  I  cannot  expe6to 
attain  my  defires  in  that  refpcft,  it  would  be  a  great  fatisfadioito 
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ine,  as  well  as  an  honour  to  our  work,  to  have  the  favour  of  tli^ 
genuine  fpeech.  It  is  a  method  thut  feveral  have  been  pleafcd  x6 
take,  as  I  could  Ihew,  but  I  think  myfelf  under  a  reltraint.  I  (hal! 
fay  To  far,  that  I  have  had  fome  by  a  third  hand,  which  I  under- 
floodA'ell  enough  to  come  from  the  firft;  others  by  penny-poft, 
and  ithcrs  by  the  fpeakers  themfelve?,  who  have  beerf  pleated  to 
vifit  St.  John's  Gate,  and  fhew  particular  marks  of  their  being 
pleatd." 

'  There  :s  no  rcafon,  I  believe;  to  doubt  the  veracity  of  Cave. 
It  i,  however,  remarkable,  that  none  of  thefe  letters  are  in  the 
yeaj  during  which  johnfon  aTone  farnifhed  the  debates,  and  one  of 
thei  is  in  the  very  year  after  he  ceafed  from  that  labour.  Johnfon 
toll  me,  that  as  foon  as  he  found  that  the  fpeeches  Were  thought 
geuine,  he  determined  that  he  would  write  no  m.ore  of  them, 
fo  "  he  would  not  be  acceflary  to  the  propagation  of  falfe- 
hod." 

What  was  do^ie  the  year  heforC)  and  after  johnfon  engaged 
iithis  department  of  the  bufinefs,  was  probably  done  in  the 
iterval ;  and»  even  with  thefe  corrcftions,  a  confcience  like 
}hnfon's  might  reafonably  be  hurt,  by  even  the  appearance 
i  impofition.  This  tendernefs  of  confcience  did  not,  how- 
,'er,  appear  in  the  fubfequent  tranfaftions,  particularly  in  his 
enying  that  he  had  ivrlttcji  the  papers  marked  T  in  the  Ad- 
entitrer,  on  the  poor  pretext  that  he  dUlatcd  them  only. 

The  publication  of  the  Dictionary  occafioned  the  rcipark- 
.ble  letter  written  by  Johnfon  to  lord  Cheftcrfield.  He  always 
"ienied  the  llory  of  his  having  been  difgufted  by  feeing  Colley 
fibber  walk  out  of  lord  Cheilerfield's  apartment,  when  his 
idmifFion  had  been  denied.  The  letter,  which  owes  its  chief 
fame  to  the  great  curiofity  excited  by  its  being  fo  long  with- 
held, we  ihall  tranfcribe, 

«  My  Lord,  February,  1755. 

<  1  have  been  lately  informed,  by  the  proprietor  of  the 
World,  that  two  papers,  in  which  my  diftionary  is  recomnriended 
to  the  public,  were  written  by  your  lordfliip.  To  be  fo  diftin- 
guilhpd,  is  an  honour,  which,  being  very  little  accuftomed  to  favouis 
from  the  great,  I  know  not  well  how  to  receive,  or  in  what  terms 
to  aJ<^nowledge. 

*  VVhen,  upon  fome  flight  encouragement,  I  iirft  vifited  your 
loidfiip*  I  was  overpowered,  like  the  reft  of  mankind,  hytheen- 
chatment  of  your  addrefs ;  and  could  not  forbear  to  wiili  that  I 
mi  it  boaft  myfelf  Le  njainqueur  du  <vainqueur  de  la  ferrc; — that 
1  r|ght  obtain  that  regard  for  which  I  faw  the  world  contending  ; 
bull  found  my  attendance  fo  little  .encouraged,  that  neither  pride 
iicjmodeiiy  would  fuffer  me  to  continue  it.  When  I  had  oiice  ad- 
dijied  your  lordihip  in  public,  I  had  exhaufted  all  the  art  of  pleaf- 
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fng'whkh  a  retired  and  uncourtly  fcholar  can  poflefs.  I  had  donft 
all  that  I  could,  and  no  man  is  wellpleafed  to  have  his  all  neglefted, 
be  it  ever  fo  little. 

«  Seven  years,  my  lord,  have  now  pafled,  fince  I  waited  In  your 
outward  rooms,  or  wa.s  repulfed  from  your  door:  during  which 
time  I  have  been  pufliing  on  my  work  through  difficulties,  of 
which  it  is  ufelefs  to  complain,  and  have  brought  it,  at  laft,  to  the 
verge  of  publication,  without  one  aft  of  afliftance,  one  word  of 
encouragement,  or  one  fmile  of  favour.  Such  treatment  I  did  not 
cxpeft,  for  I  never  had  a  patron  before. 

*  The  (hepherd  in  Virgil  grew  at  lad  acquainted  with  love,  and 
found  him  a  native  of  the  rocks. 

*  Is  not  a  patron,  my  lord,  one  who  looks  with  unconcern  on  a 
man  ftruggling  for  life  in  the  water,  and,  when  he  has  reached 
ground,  encumbers  him  with  help?  The  notice  which  you  have 
been  pleafed  to  take  of  my  labours,  had  it  been  early,  had  been 
kind  ;  but  it  has  been  delayed  till  t  am  indifferent,  and  cannot  en- 
joy it ;  till  I  am  folitary,  and  cannot  impart  it ;  till  I  am  known> 
and'do.notwantit.  I  hope  it  is  no  very  cynical  afperity  not  tocon- 
fefs  obligations  where  no  benefit  has  been  received,  or  to  be  un- 
willing that  the  public  Ihould  confider  me  as  owing  that  to  a  pa- 
tron, which  providence  has  enabled  me  to  do  for  myfelf. 

*  Having  carried  on  my  work  thus  far  with  fo  little  obligation 
to  any  favourer  of  learning,  I  ihall  not  be  difappointed  though  I 
ftiould  conclude  it,  if  lefs  be  poffible,  with  lefs  ;  for  I  have  been 
long  \yakened  from  that  dream  of  hope,  in  which  I  once  boafted 
myfelf  with  fo  much  exultation,  my  lord,  your  lordlhip's  moll 
humble,  moll  obedient  fervant, 

*  Sam,  Johnson.* 

The  firft  converfation  of  Importance  is  that  with  Dr.  Bur- 
ney,  refpc£l:ing  Shakfpeare  and  his  critics.  We  fliall  add  it 
without  a  comment,  though  we  cannot  fully  agree  in  the  lexi- 
cographer's opinions. 

'  Soon  after  this  Mr.  Burney,  during  a  vlfit  to  the  capital,  had 
.an  interview  with  him  in  Gough  Square,  where  he  dined  and  drank 
tea  with  him,  and  was  introduced  to  the  acquaintance  of  Mrs. 
Williams,  After  dinner,  Mr.  Johnfon  propofed  to  Mr.  Burney 
to  go  up  with  him  into  his  garret,  which  being  accepted,  he  there 
found  about  five  or  (ix  Greek  folios,  a  deal  writing  defk,  and  ^ 
chair  and  a  half.  Johnfon  giving  to  his  gueft  the  entire  feat,  tot- 
tered himfelf  on  one  with  only  three  legs  and  one  arm.  Here  he 
gave  Mr.  Burney  Mrs.  Williams's  hillory,  and  ihewed  him  fome 
volumes  of  his  Shakfpeare  already  printed,  to  prove  that  he  was 
in, earned.  Upon  Mr.  Burncy's  opening  the  firft  volume,  at  the 
jMerchant  of  Venice,  he  obferved  to  him,  that  he  feemed  to  be 
^'  Crit.  Rev,  N.  Ar.  {Ill,)  Nov.  1791.  T  more 
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more  fevere  on  Warburton  than  Theobald.  **  O  poor  Tib  !  (faii 
Johnfon),  he  was  ready  knocked  down  to  my  hands;  Warburton 
flands  between  me  and  him."  **  But  fir,  (faid  Mr.  Burney) 
you'll  have  Warburton  upon  your  bones,  won't  you?"  **  No, 
fir  ;  he'll  not  come  out  :  he'll  only  growl  in  his  den."  "  But  yott 
think,  fir,  that  Warburton  is  a  I'uperior  critic  to  Theobald  ?'* — * 
**  O,  fir,  he'd  make  two- and  fifty  Theobalds,  cut  into  flices  ! 
The  worft  of  Warburton  is,  that  he  has  a  rage  for  faying  fomething 
when  there's  nothing  to  be  faid." — Mr,  Burney  then  afked  him 
whether  he  had  feen  the  letter  which  Warburton  had  written  in  an- 
fwer  to  a  pamphlet  addrefied  **  To  the  moil:  impudent  man  alive.'* 
He  anfwered  in  the  negative.  Mr.  Burney  told  him  it  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  written  by  Mallet.  The  controverfy  now  raged  betwce  i 
the  friends  of  Pope  4nd  Bolingbroke  ;  and  Warburton  and  Mallet 
were  the  leaders  of  the  feveral  parties.  Mr.  Burney  afked  him 
then  if  he  had  feen  Warbui  ton's  book  agninft  Bolingbroke's  phi- 
lofophy?  **  No,  fir;  I  have  never  read  Bolingbroke's  impiety, 
and  thejefore  am  not  interefled  about  its  confutation.'* 

Though  we  have  declined  taking  much  from  Mr.  Bofweirs 
own  obfervations,  as  in  truth  there  is  little  worth  taking,  we 
muft  mention  thdfe  refpefting  Johnfdn's  penfion.  What  were 
the  motives  of  offering  it,  whetlier  to  balance  the  beam,  by  pen- 
fioning  one  Englifliman,  or  from  a  real  regard  to  Johnfon,  is 
not  ascertained.  To  him  it  appeared,  from  all  fides,  as  a  yo- 
luntary  offer,  as  a  compHmentary  return,  for  his  literary  un- 
dertakings;- in  that  view,  it  had  been  well  earned,  and  it  was 
a  proper  reward  far  diflii^guifhed  merit.  No  imputation  can 
therefore  lie  on  Johnfon  for  accepting  it.  B\it  another  queftion 
u'iU  recur,  horw  he  could  with  propriety  receive  a  reward  from 
a  king,  the  claims  of  whofe  family  he  had  always  oppofcd  t 
Various  reafons  rnight  be  affigned ;.  but  the  flattering,  appear- 
ance of  the  motive  may  have  ptecluded  any  farther  enquiry  j 
and,  while  the  pill  Is  gilded,  the  patient  does  not  refle£l-Qn  the 
bitter  drug  of  which  it  is  compofed. 

The  introdu6tion  of  Mr.  Bofwell  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  *^  the  great 
til*  important  day,'  in  the  editor's  eftimation,  might  defer\ls 
notice,  if  we  were  more  inclined  to  laugh  with,  or  at  the  af- 
fefted  felf-importance  affumed.  The  following  remarks,  in  Jt- 
fubieqment^converfation,  are  curious. 

*'  Madnefs  frequently  difcovers  itfelf  merely  by  unnccefTary  de- 
viation from  the  ufual  modfs  of  the  world.  My  poor  friend 
Smart  Ihewed  the  uillurbance  of  his  mind  by  falling  upon  his 
knees,  and  faying  his  prayers  in  the  llreet,  or  in  any  other  unufual 
place.  Now  although,  rationally  fpeaking,  it  is  greater  madnefs 
BOt  to  pray  at  all,  than  to  pray  as  Saiart  did,  X  am  afraid  there 


BofweWs  Life  ofyohnfon*  1^^ 

J.rie  fb  many  who  do  not  pray,  that  their  uadernandlng  is  6ct  called 
in  queftion." 

•  Concerning  this  unfortunate  poet,  Chrlftopher  Smart,  who  was 
coniihed  in  a  mad-houfe,  he  had,  at  another  time,  the  following 
converfation  with  Dr.  Burney.  John/on  *'  It  feems  as  if  his 
mind  had  Ceafed  to  rtrUggle  with  the  difeafe  ;  for  he  grows  fat  upon 
it.'*  Burney.  "  Perhaps,  fir,  that  may  be  from  want  of  exer- 
<\ie,^*  John/on,  *'  No  fir  ;  he  has  partly  as  much  exercifeashe 
ufed  to  have,  for  he  digs  in  the  garden.  Indeed  before  his  con- 
finement, he  ufed  for  exercife  to  walk  to  the  ale-houfe ;  but  he 
was  carried  hzck.  again.  I  did  not  think  he  ought  to  be  ihut  up. 
His  infirmities  were  not  noxious  to  fociety.  He  in  lifted  on  peg- 
pie  praying  with  him ;  and  I'd  as  lief  pray  with  Kit.  Smart,  as 
any  one  elfe.  Another  charge  Was  that  he  did  not  love  clean  linen, 
and  I  have  nO  paffion  for  it." 

That  Johnfon  himfelf  was  mad  Mr.  Bofwell  denies  in  the 
former  part  of  the  work,  and  diftinguifhes  between  a  diforder 
that  affects  the  imagination  and  fpirits,  while  the  judgment  is 
found,  from  one  in  which  the  judgment  is  aife£ted :  it  is  il- 
luftrated  by  ajuft  remark,  quoted  from  profelTor  Gaubius  at 
Leyden.  Ifj  fays  he,  a  man  tells  me  that  he  imagines  he 
fees  a  ruffian  coming  againft  him  with  a  drawn  fword,  though 
at  the  fame  time  he  is  confcious  that  it  is  a  delufion,  I  pro- 
nounce him  to  have  a  difordered  imagination  :  but  if  he  tells 
me  he  fees  it,  and  in  confternation  calls  me  to  look  at  it,  I 
pronounce  him  to  be  mad.  Yet,  even  with  this  diftindiion, 
■which  is  unawares'  admitted,  we  fear  Gaubius  would  condemn 
Johnfon.  He  did  not  indeed  fee  the  rufhan,  but  he  faw  an 
avenging  jealous  God,  ready  to  take  advantage  of  every  idle 
word,  and  every  inconfiderate  a6lion ;  he  fees  the  Almighty 
in  a  different  light  from  what  he  is  reprefented  in  the  purer 
page  of  the  Gofpel,  which  is  fcarcely  different  from  the  mad- 
nefs  defcribed.  It  was  not,  however,  fo*  The  mind^  like  the 
body,  has  its  weak  organs :  in  other  words,  the  imprelhons  on 
fome  fubjeils  are  fo  deeply  fixed,  that  the  judgment  is  no 
longer  able  to  guide  the  operations  of  the  mind  in  reafoning 
on,  or  in  jiidging  of  them.  The  imagination  feizes  the  rein, 
and  till  the  force  of  the  idea  is  leifened  from  habit,  the  ufual 
powers  are  fufpended.  But  this  is  not  madnefs,  though  con- 
(idered  as  fuch  in  Dr.  Arnold's  work,  or  every  body  is  mad, 
for  flrong  impreffions  of  various  kinds  will  in  ditTerent  minds 
produce  iimilar  eife£ts.  Mr.  Bofwell,  as  a  proof  of  Johnfon's 
fanity,  tells  us  that  he  drew  up  his  cafe  in  Latin,  and  that  ths 
compofitlon  fhewed  an  uncommon  vigour  of  fancy -^  ^^ft^t  ^^^ 
judgment.  We  do  not  conceive  how  a  vigour  of  ^  fancy  cai 
be  difplayed  on  fuch  a  fubjeCl,  except  by  a  madman:  *  tafte' 
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too  is  a  term  very  ftrangely  applied.  It  was  indeed  an  unac-^ 
countable  *  fancy'  to  number  the  lines  in  two  tragedies  of  Euri- 
pides, the  Georgics  of  Virgil,  &c.  to  frame  a  table,  fhowing, 
According  t®  the  number  ol  lin^s  read  in  a  day,  how  icon  each 
may  be  completed. — But  to  return. 

Johnfon,  it  is  obferved,  did  not  believe  in  fpirits ;  and  our 
editor  contends,  what  is  probably  true,  that  the  impof- 
ture  of  the  Cock-lane  gholl  was  dete<Sled  by  him.  Yet  by  the 
circumllances  of  the  examination,  he  feeniis  to  have  gone  with 
almofl:  a  willingnefs  to  believe,  and  a  mind  fcarcely  in  fufpenfe. 
Of  Goldfmith,  Mr.  Bofwell  gives,  we  think,  ajuft  chara6^er, 
and  it  is  drawn  up  with  eafy  elegance.  *  His  mind,  he  ob- 
ferves,  refembled  a  fertile  but  a  thin  foil.  There  was  a  quick 
but  not  a  ftrong  vegetation  of  whatever  chanced  to  be  thrown 
on  it.  Nq  deep  root  could  be  ftruck.  The  oak  of  the  foreil 
did  net  grow  there  ;  but  the  elegant  fliriibbery,  and  the  gay 
parterre,  appeared  in  gay  fuCceihon,*  We  wei»e  pleafed  at  the 
firft  rending  with  this  trait :  it  is  elegant,  and  charadleriflic  of 
more  than  one  perfon ;  nor  could  we  refrain  writing  on  the 
margin,  *  de  te  fabula.*  It  was  on  the  fecond  reading  that 
we  were  difguRed  with  the  concluding  difcordant  metaphor. 
The  ftirubbery  and  the  parterre  do  not  appear  fucceflivcly  in 
the  fame  fpot :  Mr.  Bofwell's  fancy  was  changing  places,  of 
viewing  fuccclTive  fcenes  in  a  mirror. 

Of  Johnfon's  converfation  the  chara£ler  of  authors  forms  a 
very  picafing  part.  From  the  oaks  of  this  foreft,  rather  than 
from  the  elegant  ftirubbery  or  the  gay  parterre,  we  fhall  col- 
lect a  few  wreaths. 

*  Dr.  John  Campbell,  the  celebrated  political  and  biographical 
writer,  being  mentioned,  Johnfon  faid,  **  Campbell  is  a  man  of 
much  knowledge,  and  has  a  good  fhare  of  imagination.  His 
*  Hermippus  Rcdivivus'  is  very  entertaining,  as  an  account  of  the 
Hermetick  philofophy,  and  as  furnifhing  a  curious  hiftory  of  the 
extravagancies  of  the  human  mind.  If  it  were  merely  imaginary, 
it  would  be  nothin^^at  all.  Campbell  is  not  always  rigidly  care- 
ful of  truth  in  his  Converfation  ;  but  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any 
thing  of  this  careieiTnefs  in  his  books.  Campbell  is  a  good  man, 
a  pious  man.  I  am  afraid  he  has  not  been  in  the  Mde  of  a  church 
for  many  years ;  but  he  never  pafles  a  church  without  pulling  off 
his  hat.  This  fhews  that  he  has  good  principles.  I  ufed  to  go 
pretty  often  to  Campbell's  on  a  Sunday  evening,  till  I  began  to 
confider  that  the  fhoals  of  Scotchmen  who  flocked  about  him  might 
probably  fay,  when  any  thing  of  mine  was  well  done,  "  Ay^  ay» 
he  has  learned  this  of  Caivmell P* 

*  He  talked  very  contemptuoufly  of  Churchill's  poetry,  obferv- 
ing,  that,  **  it  had  a  temporary  currency,  only  from  its  audacity 

7  of 


BcfweWs  Life  of  John/on,  26 1 

of  abufe,  arid  bein^   filled  with  living  nam&s,  and  that  it  would 

fink  into  oblivion."  I  ventured  to  hint  that  he  was  not  quite  a 
fair  judge,  as  Churchill  had  attacked  him  violently.  John/on. 
**  Nay,  fir,  J  am  a  very  fair  judge.  He  did  not  attack  me  vio- 
lently lill  he  fot'nd  I  did  noflike  his  poetry  ;  and  his  attack  on  me 
/hall  not  prevent  me  from  continuing  to  fay  what  I  think  of  him, 
from  an  apprehenfion  that  it  may  be  afcribed  to  refentment.  No, 
fir,  \  called  the  fellow  a  blockhead  .Tt  firft,  and  I  will  call  him  a 
blockhead  ftill.  However,  I  will  acknowledge  that  I  have  a  bet- 
ter opinion  of  him  now,  than  I  once  had,  for  he  has  ihewn  more 
fertility  than  I  expeiled.  To  be  fure,  he  is  a  tree  that  cannot 
produce  good  fruit:  he  only  bears  crabs.  But,  fir,  a  tree  that 
produces  a  great  many  crabs  is  better  than  a  tree  which  produces 
only  a  few," 

In  the  following  character  Johnfon  talks  for  viclory,  or 
what  is  worfe,  decides  againft  a  man  whofe  works  he  had  not 
read. 

'  Goldfmith  being  mentioned  ; — Johnfon.     "  It   is    amazing 
how  little'  Goldfmith  knows.     He  fcldom  comes  where  he  is  not 
more  ignorant  than  any  one  elfe.'*     Sir  J.  Reynolds.     **  Yet  there 
is  no  man  whofe  company  is  more  liked."     John/on.     **  To  be 
fure,  fir,  when  people  find  a  man  of  the  moft  diflinguifhed  abili- 
ties as  a    writer,  their  inferior  while  he  is  with  them,  it  mull  be 
highly  gratifying  to   them.     What  Goldrmith   comically  (ays  of 
himfelf  is    very  true, —  he  always  gets  the  better  when   he  argues 
alone; — meaning,  that  he  is  mailer  of  a  fabjed  in  his  iludy,  and 
can  write  well  upon  it  ;  but  when  he  comes  into  company,  grows 
confufed,  and  unable  to  talk.     Take  him  as  a  poet,  his  Traveller 
is  a  very  fine   performance;  aye,  and  fo  is  his  Defertiid  v'illage, 
were  it  not  fometimes  too  much  the  echo  of  his  Traveller.     Whe- 
ther, indeed,  we  take  him  as  a  poet, — as  a  comic  writer, — or  as  an 
hiilorian,  he  Hands  in  the  firll  clafs."     BoJix^elL     "  An  hiftorian! 
My  dear  fir,  you  furely  will  not  rank  his  compilation  of  the  Romaa 
hillory  with  the  works  of  other  hillorians  of  this  age  .*"     Johnfon, 
•*  Why,  who  are  before  him  ?'*     BofwelL     *'  Hume,  Robert/on', 
lord  Lyttleton."     Johnfon.     (His  antipathy  to  the  Scotch  begin- 
ning to  rife,)    "  I  have  not  read  Hume ;  but,  doubtlefs,  Gold^ 
fmith's  Hiftory  is  better  than  the   'verbiage  of  Robertfon,  or  tlfc 
foppery  of  Dalrympie."     BofwelL     "   Will  you  not  admit  the 
fuperiority  of  Robertfon,  in  whofe  Hillory  we  find  fuch   penetra- 
tion, fuch  painting  ?"     Johnfon.     **   Sir,  you  mull  confider  how 
that  penetration  and  that  painting  are  employed.     It  i'  not  hillory, 
it  is  imagination.     He  who  defcribes  what  he  never  faw,  draws 
from  fancy.     Robertfon  paints  minds  as  fir  Jolhua  paints  faces  in 
a  hillory  piece :  he  imagines  an  heroic  countenance.     You  mull 
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look  upon  Robertfon's  work  as  romance,  and  try  it  by  that  flandf 
ard.  Hiflory  it  is  not.  BefiJes,  fir,  it  is  the  great  excellence  of 
a  writer  to  put  into  his  book  as  much  as  his  book  will  hold, 
Golafmith  has  done  this  in  his  Hiftory.  Now  Robertfcn  might 
have  put  twice  as  much  into  his  book.  Robertfon  is  like  a  man 
who  has  packed  gold  in  wool :  the  wool  takes  up  more  room  than 
the  gold.  No,  fir  ;  I  always  thought  Robertfon  would  be  crulhe^ 
by  his  own  weight,  —  would  be  buried  under  his  own  ornaments. 
Goldfmith  tells  you  (hortly  all  you  want  to  know.  Robertfon  de- 
tains you  a  great  deal  too  long..  No  man  will  read  Robertfon's 
cumbrous  detail  a  fecond  time-,  but  Goldfmith's  plain  narrative  will 
pleafe  again  and  again.  I  would  fay  to  Rpbertfon  what  an  old  tu- 
tor of  a  college  faid  to  one  of  his  pupils :  '*  Read  over  your  com- 
pofit  ons,  and  wherever  you  meet  with  a  pafTage  which  you  think 
is  particularly  fine,  ftrike  it  out,'*  Goldfrnith's  abridgment  is  bet- 
ter than  that  of  Lucius  Florus,  or  Eutropius  ;  and  1  will  venture  to 
fay,  that  if  you  compare  him  with  Vcrtot,  in  the  fame  places  of 
the  Roman  Hiftory,  you  will  find  that  he  excells  Vertot.  Sir,  he 
has  the  art  of  compiling,  and  of  faying  every  thing  he  has  to  fay 
in  a  pleafing  manner.  He  is  now  writing  a  Natural  Hillory,  and 
will  make  it  as  entertaining  as  a  Perfian  Tale  *." 

The  whole  of  the  following  conyerfation,  perhaps,  cannot 
be  defended.  Addifon  had  certainly  more  *  profound,'  learn- 
ing than  Dr.  Jchnfon  is  willing  to  allow  j  and  the  hifboiiai^ 
fhould  certainly  poflefs  an  extenfive  knowledge  of  human  na- 
ture, to  be  able  to  difcriminate  the  effects  of  weakneffes,  pre- 
judices, and  paiiions;  he  fliould  have  an  acute  difcernment 
and  a  found  judgment, 

*  Goldfmith,  asufual,  endeavoured  with  too  much  eagernefs,  to 
fhlne,  and  difpiited  very  warmly  with  Johnfon  againft  the  v/ell- 
known  maxim  of  the  Briiifti  conftitution,  *  the  king  can  do  no 
wrong,'  affirming,  that  what  was  morally  falfe,  could  not  be  po- 
litically true  ;  and  as  the  king  might,  in  the  exercife  of  his  regal 
power,  command  and  caufe  the  doing  of  what  was  wrong,  it  cer- 
tainly niight  be  faid,  in  fenfe  and  in  reafon,  that  he  could  do 
wrong.*'  Johnfon.  f  Sir,  you  are  to  confider,  that  in  our  con- 
ititution,  according  to  its  true  principles,  the  king  is  tl^e  head  ; 
Is  fupreme  ;  he  is  above  every  thing,  and  there  is  no  power  by 
which  he  can  be  tried.  Therefore  it  is,  fir,  that  we  hold  the  kin^ 
can  do  no  wrong,  that  whatever  may  happen  to  be  wrong,  in  go- 
vernment may  not  be  above  our  re^^ch,  by  being  afcribed  to  ma- 
jefty.     Redref?  is  always  to  be  had  againil  oppreffion,  by  puniih- 

•  The  language  would  have  been  ♦  more  germaine  to  the  n-«atter,'  if  he  had 
ja^d  — Goldfmith  is  \vritin<^  a  natural  hillory,  and  will  m^ike  it  a  Pcrfian  Tai<}. 
U  h  in  many  tcipeils  an  idle  romance. 

ing 


Bopiveirs  Life  ofjohnfon*  263 

ij!j.t]ie  immediate  agents.  The  king,  though  he  fliould  command, 
cannot  force  a  judge  to  condemn  a  man  unjuftly  ;  therefore  it  ia 
the  judge  whom  we  profecute  and  punifli.  Political  inftitutions 
are  founded  upon  the  confidcratron  of  what  will  mo!l  frequently 
tend  to  the  good  of  the  whole,  although  now  and  then  exceptions 
may  occur.  Thus  it  is  better  in  general  that  a  nition  ftiould  have 
a  fupreme  legillative  power,  although  it  may  at  times  be  abufed,. 
And  then,  fir,  there  is  thisconfideration,  ih^X.  if  the  abu/e  be  enor- 
mous y  nature  njuill  rife  up,  and  claiming  Jser  original  r'fghtSi  o'v.'rtu.jn 
a  corrupt  political fyftepi.^^  I  mark  this  animated  fentence  with  pe- 
culiar pleafure,  as  a  noble  inftance  of  that  truly  digni-fied  fpirit  of 
freedom,  which  ever  glowed  in  his  heart,  though  he  was  charged 
with  flavifh  tenets  by  fuperficial  obfervers,  becaufe  he  was  at  all 
•times  indignant  againll  that  falfe  patriotifm  that  pretended  love  of 
freedom,  that  unruly  reftlefTnefs,  which  is  incoftfiilent  with  the 
flable  authority  of  any  good  government. 

*  This  generous  fentiment,  Avhich  he  uttered  with  great  fervour, 
ftruck  me  exceedingly,  and  ftirred  my  blood  to  that  pitch  of  fancied 
j:^fiftance,  the  poffibility  of  which  I  am  glad  to  keep  in  mjnd, 
but  to  which  I  trull  I  never  ftiall  be  forced. 

*  Great  abilities  (faid  he)  are  not  requiiite  for  an  Hiftorian  ; 
for  in  hiftorical  compofition,  all  the  greateil  powers  of  the  humaa 
anind  are  quiefcent.  He  has  fa6ts  ready  to  his  hand;  fo  there  is 
no  exercife  of  invention.  Imagination  is  not  required  in  any  high 
degree,  only  about  as  much  as  is  ufedin  the  lower  kinds  of  poetry. 
Some  penetration,  accuracy,  and  colouring  will  fit  a  man  for  the 
talk,  if  he  can  give  the  application  which  is  necefiary. 

**  Bayle*s  Dictionary  is  a  very  ufeful  work  forthofe  to  confuk 
who  love  the  biographical  part  of  literature,  \yhich  is  what  I  love 
moft.^ 

<  Talking  of  the  moft  eminent  writers  in  queen  Anne^s  reign, 
he  obferved,  "  I  think  Dr.  Arbuthnot  the  firll  man  among  them. 
He  was  the  moft  univerlal  genius,  being  an  excellent  phyfician,  a 
man  of  deep  learning,  and  a  man  of  much  humour.  Mr.  Ac'd.foa 
was,  to  be  fure,  a  great  man  ;  his  learning  was  not  profound ; 
but  his  morality,  his  humour,  and  his  elegance  of  writing,  fet 
him  very  high.'' 

Pity,  fays  JohnfoE,  on  another  aecafion,  \s>  not  natural  to 
man :  children  and  favages  are  always  cruel ;  and  this  fenti- 
pient  is  acquired  and  improved  by  the  cultivation  of  reafon. 
The  vaft  comprehenfive  powers  of  Johnfon  might  have  ex- 
panded thefe  ideas  into  an  ufeful  difcuffion  ;  but  he  gave  only 
a  glance  at  the  fubje£l  j  and  thofe  who  may  fuppofe  that  this 
view  degrades  human  nature,  would  do  well  to  enquire,  whe- 
.  ther  it  is  not  more  honourable  by  the  powers  of  reafon  to  cor- 
ded this  propenfity,  than  difgraceful  to  poflef^  it. 
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The  following  obfervations  of  Johnfon  are  excellent,  though 
apparently  brought  forward  for  the  fake  of  oppofition. 

*  Roufieau's  treatife  on  the  inequality  of  mankind  was  at  this 
time  a  fafiiionable  topic.  It  gave  rife  to  an  obfervation  by  Mr. 
Dempfter,  that  the  advantages  of  fortune  and  rank  were  nothing 
to  a  wife  man,  who  ought  to  value  only  merit.  John/on.  **  \i 
man  were  a  favage,  living  in  the  woods  by  hirnfelf,  this  might  be 
true;  but  in  civiliied  fociety  we  all  depend  upon  ea:h  other,  and. 
our  happinefs  is  very  much  owing  to  the  good  opinion  of  mankind* 
Now,  fir,  in  civilifeJ  fociety,  external  advantages  make  us  more 
refpeftcd.  A  man  with  a  good  coat  upon  his  back  meets  with  a 
better  reception  than  he  who  has  a  bad  one.  Sir,  you  may  an-ilyfe 
this,  and  fay  what  is  there  in  it  ?  But  that  will  avail  you  nothing, 
for  it  is  a  part  of  a  general  fyilem.  Pound  St.  Paul's  church  into 
atoms,  and  confider  any  fmgle  atom  ;  it  is,  to  be  fure,  good  for 
nothing  :  but,  put  all  thefe  atoms  together,  and  you  have  St.  PauPs 
church.  So  it  is  with  human  felicity,  which  is  made  up  of  many 
ingredients,  each  of  which  may  be  Ihewn  to  be  very  infignificant. 
In  civilifed  fociety,  perfonal  merit  will  not  ferve  you  fo  much  as 
money  will.  Sir,  you  may  make  the  experiments.  Goitito  the  ftreet 
and  give  one  man  a  Icdlure  on  morality,  and  another  a  Ihilling, 
and  fee  which  will  refpeit  you  moft.  If  you  wilh  only  to  fupporc 
nature,  fir  William  Petty  fixes  your  allowance  at  three  pounds  a 
year  ;  but  as  times  are  much  altered,  let  us  call  it  fix  pounds.  This 
fura  will  fill  your  belly,  llieltcr  you  from  the  weather,  and  even  get 
you  a  ilrong  laftinL;  coat,  fuppofing  it  to  be  made  of  good  bull's 
hide.  Now,  fir,  all  beyoud  this  is  artificial,  and  is  defired  in  or- 
der to  obtain  a  greater  degree  of  refpedl  from  our  fellow-creatures. 
And,  fir,  if  fix  hundred  pounds  a  year  procure  a  man  more  confe- 
quence,  and,  of  courfe,  more  happinefs  than  fix  pounds  a  year, 
the  fame  proportion  will  hold  as  to  fix  thoufand,  and  fo  on  as  far 
as  opulence  can  be  carried.  Perhaps  he  who  has  a  large  fortune 
may  not  be  fo  happy  as  he  who  has  a  fmall  one  ;  but  that  muft 
proceed  from  other  caufes  than  from  his  having  the  large  fortune  : 
for,  catens  paribus^  he  who  is  rich  in  a  civilifed  fociety,  mull  be 
happier  than  he  who  is  poor,  as  riches,  if  properly  ufed,  and  it 
is  a  man's  own  fault  if  they  are  not,  muft  be  produdive  of  the 
highefl  advantages.  Money,  to  be  fure,  of  itfelf  is  of  no  ufe  ; 
for  its  only  ufe  is  to  part  with  it.  Rouffeau,  and  all  thofe  who  deal' 
in  paradoxes,  are  led  away  by  a  childiih  defireof  novelty.  When 
I  was  a  bey,  I  ufed  always  to  chufe  the  wrong  fide  of  a  debate, 
becaufe  mofl  ingenious  things,  that  is  to  fay,  mofl  new  things, 
could  be  faid  upon  it.  Sir,  there  is  nothing  for  which  you  may 
not  muller  up  more  plaufible  arguments,  than  thofe  which  are' 
urged  againfl  wealth  and  other  external  advantage.  Why  now;^ 
there  is  ftealing  ;  why  fhould  it  b&  thought  a  crime  l     When  we 
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coudder  by  what  unjull  methods  property  has  been  often  acquired, 
and  that  what  was  unjuftly  got  it  mud  be  unjull  to  keep,  where  is 
the  harm  in  one  man^  taking  th«  property  of  another  from  him  ? 
Befides,  fir,  when  we  confider  the  bad  ufe  that  many  people  make 
of  their  property,  and  how  much  better  ufe  the  thief  may  make 
of  it,  it  m;iy  be  defended  as  a  very  allowable  praclice.  Yet,  fir, 
the  experience  of  mankind  has  difcovered  Healing  to  be  fo  very 
bad  a  thing,  that  they  make  no  fcruple  to  hang,  a  man  for  it- . 
When  I  was  running  about  this  town  a  very  poor  fellow,  I  was  a 
great  arguer  for  the  advantages  of  poverty ;  but  I  was,  at  the 
fame  time,  very  forry  to  be  poor.  Sir,  all  the  arguments  which 
arc  brought  to  reprefent  poverty  as  no  evil,  fhew  it  to  be  evidently 
a  great  evil.  You  never  find  people  labouring  to  convince  yoa 
that  you  may  live  very  happily  upon  a  plentiful  fortune. — So  yoa 
hear  people  talking  how  milerable  a  king  malVbe,  and  yet  they  all 
wilh  to  be  in  his  place." 

Mr.  Bofwell  relates  the  flory  of  Mrs.  Macaulay*s  diflertatlon 
on  what  in  modern  language  may  be  called  the  rights  of  man, 
with  Dr.  Johnfon's  plain  practical  proof.  The  fage  added, 
with  fingular  propriety,  '  Sir,  your  levellers  wifh  tolevel  down 
as  far  as  themfeives  5  but  they  cannot  bear  levelling  up  to 
themfelves.* 

Johnfon's  converfation  with  the  king  has  been  often  retail- 
ed. It  did  equal  honour  to  the  good  humour  of  his  majefty, 
and  the  manly  dignity  of  the  author.  It  can  fcarcely  efcap^ 
an  attentive  reader,  that  Johnfon  borrowed  the  complimentary 
turn  of  the  king,  in  his  remarks  to  general  Paoli ;  the  conver- 
fation is  not  long,  and  it  is  interefting. 

'  They  met  with  a  manly  eafe,  mutually  confcious  of  their 
own  abilities,  and  of  the  abilities  of  each  other.  The  general 
fpoke  Italian,  and  Dr.  Johnfon  Englifh,  and  underftood  one  ano- 
ther very  well,  with  a  little  aid  of  interpretation  from  me,  ii> 
which  I  compared  myfelf  to  anirthmus  which  joins  two  great  con- 
tinents. Upon  Johnfon's  approach,  the  general  faid,  *«  from  what 
I  have  read  of  your  works,  fir,  and  from  what  Mr.  Bofwell  has 
told  me  of  you,  I  have  long  held  you  in  great  veneration."  The 
general  talked  of  languages  being  formed  on  the  particular  notions 
and  manners  of  a  people,  without  knowing  which,  we  cannot  know 
8%he  language.  We  may  know  the  direft  fignification  of  finglc 
words  ;  but  by  thefe  no  beauty  of  expreifion,  no  fally  of  genius, 
no  wit  is  conveyed  to  the  mind.  All  this  mull:  be  by  illulion  to 
other  ideas.  **  Sir,  (-faid  Johnfon)  you  talk  of  language  as  if 
you  had  never  done  any  thing  elfe  but  Itudy  it,  inllead  of  govern* 
ing  a  nation."  The  general  faid,  *•  ^ijlo  e  un  troppo  gran  com  ' 
flim^nt^i^  this  is  too  great  a  complimeat.     Johnfon  anfwered, 
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',-'  I  Jhculd  have  thought  foy  Jir^  if  1  had  not  heard  you  talk. '^  The 
general  afked  him,  what  he  thought  of  the  fpirit  of  infidelity, 
which  was  fo  prevalent.  John/on.  **  Sir  this  gloom  of  in- 
fidelity, I  hop&,  is  only  a  tranfient  cloud  pafling  through  the  he- 
JT.ifphere,  which  will  foon  be  dilfipated,  and  the  fun  break  forth 
with  his  uTual  fplendour."  **  You  think  then,  (faid  the  general) 
that  they  will  change  their  principles  like  their  clothes."  John' 
Jon.  *'  Why,  fir,  if  they  beftow  no  more  thought  on  principles 
than  on  drefs,  it  muft  be  fo."  The  general  faid,  that  *'  a  great 
part  of  the  fafhionable  iniidelity  was  owing  to  a  delire  of  fhewing 
courage-  Men  who  have  no  opportunities  of  fhewing  it  as  to  things 
in  this  life,  take  death  and  futurity  as  objeds  on  which  to  difplay  it." 
jfohnjhn.  •'*  That  is  mighty  foolilh  affeftation.  Fear  is  one  of 
the  paffions  of  human  nature,  of  which  it  is  impoffible  to  diveft  it, 
you  remember  that  the  emperor  Charles  V.  when  he  read  upoa 
the  tomb-flone  of  a  Spanifh  nobleman,  *  here  lies  one  who  never 
knew  fear,*  wittily  faid,  *  Then  he  never  fnuffed  a  candle  with 
his  fingers.-** 

The  difcourfe  on  our  fituation  in  a  future  ftate  is  not  very 
fati8fa6tory.  Mr.  Bofwell  has  fometimes  a  bad  method  of 
leading  out  his  bear.  Johnfon  properly  obferves  that,  in  a  fu- 
ture ftate,  many  of  our  friendfhips,  particularly  thofe  formed 
on  improper  grounds,  can  no  ionger  be  fatisfa6lorily  remem- 
bered j  and  that  relationfliip  is  no  more.  The  fame  chain  of 
reafoning,  added  to  the  circuwftance,  that  we  are  become 
purely  rational,  and  o-ur  jntereiis  wholly  intelleftual,  would 
deftroy  every  idea  of  tjic  revival  of  our  prcfent  alFeftions  in  a 
future  ftate.  Dr.  Johnfon  did  not  think  it  improper,  in  thofe 
who  hold  the  doftrine  of  purgatory,  to  pray  for  the  fouls  of 
the  dead.  This  fays  very  little  towards  the  general  queftipn. 
He  feems  alfo  to  fuppofe  that  there  is  no  well  attefted  ftory  of 
the  appearance  of  apparitions.  Mrs.  Bargrave  is  laid  to  have 
declared,  on  her  death-bed,  that  her  narrative  of  the  appear- 
ance of  Mrs.  Veale  was  not  true  j  and  we  believe  even  the  beft 
authenticated  ftories  of  this  kind  are  only  the  *  embodied 
form.s*  of  difeafed  imaginations. 

We  fhall  tranfcribe  but  a  little  more;  for  our  article  from 
numerous  quotations,  is  become  already  fufhciently  extenfive  \ 
and  it  fhall  be  from  the  Journal  of  Johnfon's  travels  through 
France. 

*  Sunday  Oft.  22.  To  Verfailles,  a  mean  town. — Carriages 
of  bufmefs  pafling.  —  Mean  fhops  againft  the  wall. — Our  way  lay 
through  Seve,  where  the  China  manufafture. — Wooden  bridge  at 
Seve  in  the  way  to  Verfailles. — The  palace  of  great  extent. — 
The  front  Icngj  I  favv  it  notpeifedly. — The  Merjagejie.  Cygnet^ 
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ti^rk  J  their  black  feet ;  on  the  ground  ;  tame. — Halcyons,  or 
gulls.— Stag  and  hind,  young.— Aviary,  very  large:  the  net, 
wire. — Black  (lag  of  China,  fmall. — Rhinoceros,  the  horn  broken 
:tnd  pared  away,  which,  I  fuppofe,  will  grow ;  thebafis,  I  think, 
four  inches  crofs ;  the  {kin  folds  like  loofe  cloth  doubled  over  his 
body,  and  crofs  his  hips ;  a  vaft  animal  though  young  j  as  big, 
perhaps,  as  faur  oxen. — The  young  elephant,  with  his  tuljfs  jufl 
appearing. — The  brown  bear  put  out  his  paws  ;--all  very  tame. — • 
The  lion.— The  tigers  I  did  not  well  view.— The  camel  or  dro- 
medary with  two  bunches,  called  the  Huguin,  taller  than  any 
horfe. — Two  camels  with  one  bunch. — Among  the  birds  was  a 
pelican,  who  being  let  out,  went  to  a  fountain,  and  fvvam  about 
to  catch  fi(h.  His  feet  well  webbed:  he  dipped  his  head,  aad 
turned  his  long  bill  fidewifc.  He  caught  two  or  three  fifh,  but 
did  not  eat  them. 

*  Trianon  is  a  kind  of  retreat  appendant  to  Verfailles.  It  has 
an  open  portico  ;  the  pavement,  and,  I  think,  the  pillars,  of  mar- 
ble.—There  are  many  rooms  which  I  do  not  diftindlly  remember. — . 
A  table  of  porphyry,  about  five  feet  long,  and  between  two  and 
three  broad,  given  to  Lewis  XIV.  by  the  Venetian  ftate. — In  the 
council-room  almoft  all  that  was  not  door  or  window,  was,  I  think 
looking-glafs. — Little  Trianon  is  a  fmall  palace  like  a  gentleman'* 
jfioufe. — The  upper  floor  paved  with  brick. — Little  Vienne.  —  The 
court  is  ill  paved.— The  rooms  at  the  top  are  fmall,  fit  to  footh 
the  imagination  with  privacy.  In  the  front  of  Verfailles  are  fmaH 
tafons  of  water  on  the  terrace,  and  other  bafons,  I  think,  below 
them. — There  are  little  courts. — The  great  gallery  is  wainfcotted 
with  mirrors,  not  very  large,  but  joined  by  frames.  I  fuppofe 
the  large  plates  were  not  yet  made, — The  play-houfe  was  very 
1-arge. — The  chapel  I  do  not  remember  if  we  faw. — We  faw  one 
chapel,  but  I  am  not  certain  whether  there  or  at  Tianon. — The 
foreign  office  paved  with  bricks. — The  dinner  half  a  louis  each, 
and,  I  think,  a  louis  over.— rMoney  given  at  Menagerie,  three 
livres ;  at  palace,  fix  livres.   <* 

*  Ocl.  23.  Monday.  Laft  night  I  wrote  to  Levet. — We  went 
to  fee  the  looking-glaifes  wrought.  They  come  from  Normandy 
in  caft  plates,  perhaps  the  third  of  an  inch  thick.  At  Paris  they 
are  ground  upon  a  marble  table,  by  rubbing  one  plate  on  another 
with  grit  between  them.  Tne  various  fands,  of  which  there  arc 
faid  to  be  five,  I  could  not  learn.  The  handle,  by  which  the 
ppper  glafs  is  moved,  has  the  form  of  a  wheel,  which  may  be 
moved  in  all  direftions.  The  plates  are  fent  up  with  their  farfaccs 
ground,  but  not  poliftied,  and  fo  continue  till  they  are  befpoken, 
jleft  time  fhould  fpoil  the  furface,  as  vvc  were  told.  Thofe  that 
arc  to  be  poliflied,  are  hud  on  a  table  covered  with  feveral  thick 
ploths,  h'lri  jlraincd,  that  the  rcfillance  may  be  equal ;  they  are 
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tticn  rubbed  with  a  hand  rabber,  held  down  h:ird  by  a  contrivance 
which  I  did  ciot  well  underlland.  The  powder  which  is  ufed  lall 
itemed  to  me  to  be  iron  difibh^ed  in  aqua  forlis  ;  they  called  it,  as 
Barctti  faid,  mare  de  I'tau  forte,  which  he  thought  was  dregs. 
They  mentioned  vitriol  and  faltpetre.  The  ainnoii  ball  fwam  in 
the  quick-filver.  To  iiher  them,  a  leaf  of"  beaten  tin  is  kid, 
a»d  rubbed  with  quick-filver,  to  which  it  unites.  Then  more  quick- 
ialver  is  poured  upon  it,  w.,ith,  by  its  mutual  [attraftion]  rifcs 
very  high.  Then  a  paper  is  laid  at  the  neareft  end  of  the  plate. 
Over  which  the  glafs  is  fldcd  till  it  lies  upon  the  plate,  having  dri- 
ven mwch  of  the  quick  filver  before  it.  It  is  then  I  think,  prtfled 
tipon  clothe,  and  then  fet  Qoping  to  drop  the  fupcrfluous  mercury  j 
the  llope  is  daily  heightened  towards  a  perpendicular.' 

We  have  now  concluded  the  firfk  volume,  from  -which  wc 
Kuve  endeavoured  to  cull  fome  floM^ers  ;  and,  fo  far  as  human 
patience  vi^ill  admit,  to  check  the  rifing  indignation,  w^hen  we 
perufed  numerous  inftances  of  briital  feverity  in  Johnfon,  and 
paiTive  fawning  infenfibility  in  his  follower.  It  was  faid  by 
Goldfmith,  that  he  had  nothing  of  the  bear  but  his  Ikin  j  but 
he  iliould  have  added  his  teeth  and  claws.  We  believe  that 
Johnfon  did  not  intend  to  give  pain :  that  he  was  often  un- 
happy when  he  found  he  had  done  fo,  and  wiflied,  by  footh- 
iiig  complaifance,  to  heal  the  wound. — But  it  was  no  lefs  a 
wound,  and  the  fawning  of  the  dog,  when  in  a  moment  of 
paffum  he  has  bitten  his  mailer,  does  not  alleviate  the  fraart. 
Job  a  Ion,  as  an  author,  dcferves  the  highefl  commendation  'y 
but  we  fcarcely  know  whether  even  his  admirable  talents  could 
compcjifate  for  his  furly  feverity,  and  render  the  man,  whofe 
writings  we  efleem,  a  tolerable  companion. — We  lliall  on  fomc 
future  occafion  examine  the  fecond  volume. 

j1  To^r  through  Italy,  CaJitainin?  full  Dire^iens  for  travel-* 
ling  in  that  iniercjTing  Country,  "'  By  Thomas  Martyn^  i>.  Z). 
F,  R,  S,  Svo,  '  6 J.  Boardu  Kearfleys.  179 1. 
Tt/f  R.  Martyn  apologifes  for  adding  one  to  the  great  number 
^^  of  tours  through  Italy  already  publifhed.  Thefe  were> 
he  obferves,  chiefly  calculated  for  the  amufement  of  lefs  aftive 
leaders  at  home ;  this  work  is  adapted  for  the  traveller,  and  to 
accompany  him  in  his  tour,  pointing  out  the  moll  important 
objects  of  attention.  The  defign  he  has  very  completely  ef- 
fected, for  we  have  not  met  with  fuch  a  variety  of  ufeful  tra^ 
veiling  knowledge  in  any  author.  What,  however,  adapts  it 
for  the  ufe  of  the  traveller,  renders  it  lefs  an  object  of  our  at- 
tention; The  diiFerent  tours  which  our  author  has  examined 
have  contributed  fo  much  to  his  work,  that  we  can  only  catch 
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a  glance,  often  a  fudden  and  interrupted  9ne,  of  his  own  re- 
marks. Wc  ftiall,  however,  in  a  very  few  words,  point  out 
the  fubftancc  of  this  Vade  Mccum. 

The  Introduction  contains  fome  information  refpeftlng  the 
money  of  the  different  ftates  through  which  the  traveller's  road 
lies,  from  Nice,  through  Italy  to  Venice,  with  directions  for 
the  traveller's  conduct  refpcdling  the  exchange  ;  the  Piedmon- 
tefe  and  Italian  weights  and  meafurcs ;  the  rate  of  pofts,  and 
the  various  ccconomical  obfervations  adapted  to  different  coun- 
tries. An  itinerary  of  the  pods  from  Lyons  to  Chambery, 
from  Geneva  to  Turin,  Genoa,  Florence,  Milan,  and  Bologna, 
to  Rome;  from  Rome  to  Naples,  and  again  from  Rome  to 
Florence,  Bologna,  Venice,  Verona,  Brefcia,  and  Bergamo 5 
and  from  Verona  through  the  Tyrol,  Manheim,  Mentz,  Co- 
logn,  Liege,  Bruflels,  and  Oltend.  Thcfe  are  nearly  our  au- 
thor's own  routes. 

As  many  parts  of  this  journey  are  not  new,  we  fhall  not 
follow  Mr.  Martyn  particularly,  but  content  ourfelves  with  an 
extract  or  two,  chiefly  as  a  fpecimen  of  his  very  pleafmg  and 
familiar  defcriptions.  The  firft  extradt  refpe£ls  fome  obfer- 
vations on  Turin. 

*  There  is  a  literary  fociety  at  Turin,  who  have  publiftied  n^- 
mpirs,  under  the  title  of  Mifcellanea  Philofophico-Mathematica. 
Padre  Beccaria  is  profeflbr  of  natural  philofophy.  Ignazio  Somli 
h  profeflbr  of  phyfic,  and  phyfician  to  the  king.  Dr.  AUionc, 
the  profeflbr  of  botany,  hus  a  good  mufeum  of  dried  plants,  in- 
fers, petrifadions,  and  minerals.  Dr.  Giov.  Pier  Maria  Dona 
is  profeflbr  extraordinary  of  botany,  and  infpeclor^of  the  mufeum 
of  natural  hiftory.  Dr.  Charles  Louis  Bellardi  is  a  learned  phyfi- 
cian. S.  Bartoli  is  profeflbr  of  eloqueace.  Father  Gerdil  is  a  ce- 
lebrated mathematician.  Cavalier  Terini  has  the  cuftody  of  the 
royal  mufeum.  M.  Grafion  is  profeflbr  of  the  mine  academy,  "and 
has  the  direftion  of  the  mines  of  Savoy.  TheBezozzis  and  Pug- 
nani  are  univerfally  known  in  the  mufical  world. 

'  The  chief  trade  of  this  city  and  country  is  in  thrown  filk, 
which  is  fent  to  England  and  Lyons :  they  manufacture,  however, 
fome  of  it  into  excellent  fliockings,  and  good  filk  for  furniture. 
They  are  famous  for  rofoli,  millefleurs,  fnuff",  chamois  gloves,  and 
fome  other  trifles.  They  import  broad-cloths  and  linen  from  Great 
Britain;  fome  woollens  and  Lyon  goods  from  France  ;  linens  from 
Switzerland  and  Silefia  ;  alfo  iron,  copper,  fugar,  and  drugs  of 
all  forts.  Their  chief  export  is  cattle,  fome  hemp,  thread  and 
cordage  :  they  reckon  that  upwards  of  ninety  thoufand  bullocks  are 
annually  fent  out  of  Piedmont.  Several  manufactories  are  carried 
onfor  the  king's  account,  as  tobacco,  bottles,  lead,  fliot,  &c.  .Al[ 
the  fait  ufed  here  comes  from  Sardinia  :  the  king  difpofes  oF  th- 
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produce  of  the  fait  fprlngs  in  Savoy  to  the  Swifs.  A  great  deal  erf 
wine  is  made  in  Piedmont,  but  it  is  not  all  good  :  the  principal  at« 
tention  of  government  has  been  beftowed  on  the  cultivation  of  mul  . 
berry  trees.  Rice  alfo  is  a  great  objed  of  culture  in  feme  provinces. 
They  abound  in  good  fruit,  particularly  chefnuts ;  and  are  remark- 
able for  fine  truffles. 

*  Piedmont  is  150  whiles  In  extent  front  nortli  to  fouth,  but  much 
lefs  from  call  to  v;elh  It  is  flat,  and  well  watered  by  rivers  and  ' 
brooks.  They  have  the  good  fenfe  to  make  the  J)eft  ufe  of  thefe 
for  die  improvement  of  their  meadows.  From  the  Alps  to  the  Ve- 
netian lagunes  there  is  very  little  uncultivated  land.  A  ridge  of 
low  hills,  calledla  Collina,  beginning  not  far  from  Tivrin,  and  con- 
tinuing along  the  banks  of  the  Po,  for  forty  or  fifty  miles,  is  co- 
vered vvith  houfes  and  vineyards,  and  enjoys  delightful  and  exten- 
five  profpeds.  The  Val  d'Aofta  is  intereftfng  to  a  naturalift,  for 
its  copious  quartz  veins  with  plenty  of  native  gold:  fine-grained 
lead  ore,  containing  filver,  &:c.;  red  antimony  ;  green  lead  ore,  &;c, 
TKis  is  alfo  the  country  of  the  Steinbock.* 

The  account  of  what  has  been  difcoyered  at  Herculaneum 
IS  not  altogether  new.  The  dcfcription  of  Pompeii  is  enter- 
tainingyand  it  is  not  generally  known. 

*  You  enter  the  place  by  the  barracks  for  the  garrifon  :  a  portico' 
runs  round  a  fquare  court,  fupported  by  ftone  pillars,  fluccoed  and 
painted  :  the  foldiers  araufed  themfelves  with  dra^ving  figures,  and 
writing  their  names  upon  the  plafler.  Near  the  wall,  at  this  angle, 
lie  fragments  of  an  old  Doric  temple,  of  much  higher  antiquity 
than  the  refl  of  the  town.  One  opening  difplays  fome  houfes,  part 
of  a  ftreet,  and  a  temple  of  ills.  Tlic  archite£lure  of  ihis  is  fligl),t ; 
the  walls  are  covered  with  ornaments  in  ftucco,  executed  in  a  coarfe 
manner :  the  infcriptions  and  paintings  have  been  cut  out  of  this, 
and  other  buildings,  and  removed  to  Ponici  for  greater  fafety  ;  but 
they  have  left  difagreeable  vacancies,  that  disfigure  the  walls.  The 
penetrale  of  the  temple  is  a  fmall  pavilion,  raifed  upon  Heps,  un- 
der which  is  a  vault,  fuppofed  to  have  ferved  the  purpofes  of  ora- 
cular impofition.  The  f^atue  of  the  goddefs  was  fled  from  herpe- 
deftal ;  but  a  variety  of  inflruments  and  utcnfils  for  the  facred  ce- 
remonies were  found  here ;  and  alfo  fome  fkeletons  of  her  prielis. 
One  cannot J>ut  wifli  that  they  had  left  the  temple  as  they  found  it; 
with  all  its  furniture  and  paintings.  Hence  you  go  through  vine- 
yards, to  where  they  have  laid  open  part  of  a  principal  Ureet,  one 
of  the  city  gates,  a  length  of  wall,  fome  tombs,  and  a  road  without 
the  gate.  The  walls  are  built  with  large  pieces  of  lava  in  regular 
courfes,  and  the  Hreets  are  paved  with  the  fame  material.  Car- 
riage wheels  have  worn  traces  in  the  pavement,  from  which  we  may 
obi':Jrve,  that  the  diflance  between  the  wheeU  in  the  Roman  zzi- 
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riagcs  \^s  fiwr  feet ;  and  this  ftreet  being  ten  feet  wide,  there  wai 
juft  room  for  two  of  them  to  pafs  each  other;  there  is  a  foot-way 
raifed  high  on  each  fide,  three  feet  in  breadth. 

*  [n  the  rtreet  fome  of  the  houfes  advance  before,  while  others 
teiire  behind  the  line  ;  the  materials  of  which  they  are  conftrufled 
are  limellone  and  calcareous  concretions  from  the  Appenines;  laya^ 
tufo,  and  pumice.  The  (hopsJiave  ftgne  feats  before  them,  and 
over  their  doors  fometimes  emblems  of  their  trade  in  relievo.  The 
houfes  are  fmali,  and  built  round  courts,  from  which  all  the  apart- 
ments are  lighted  ;  in  the  centre  of  the  court  is  a  grate'to  carry  ofT 
the  water.  The  walls  of  the  rooms  are  lluccoed,  and  painted  in 
a  pretty  light  tafte,  with  fefloons  and  garlands,  mafks,  animals, 
fruits,  landfcapes,  and  capricious  architecture,  on  brown,  orange, 
and  other  ftrong-coloured  grounds.  The  rooms  are  fmall,  many  of 
them  without  any  light  but  through  the  door:  the  windows  were 
moftly  clofed  with  wooden  fhutters ;  fome  few  had  glafs,  v/hich  was 
very  thick,  and  far  from  tranfparent ;  others  had  felenites  orifin- 
glafs  fplit  into  thin  plates.  They  have  lately  difcovercd  rooms  of 
greater  extent,  adorned  with  various  paintings.  In  one  of  theia 
was  found  the  corpfe  of  a  female  with  golden  bracelets, 

*  On  each  fide  of  the  highway,  leading  toward:>thc  fea,  are  tombs. 
That  of  the  Terentian  family  is  uncovered  :  it  confifls  of  a  fquarc 
court,  on  the  walls  of  which  are  placed  the  (kulls  of  animals,  fa- 
crificed  in  funeral  ceremonies,  and  large  mafks  with  weeping  coun- 
tenances and  hollow  eyes  :  the  pile  on  which  the  bodies  were  con- 
fumed,  flands  in  the  centre  of  the  court,  near  a  tower,  where  the 
ums  were  placed  in  niches. 

»  The  greatell  curiofity  oat  of  the  town,  is  a  fuburban  villa,  ex- 
a6\ly  in  the  fame  Hate,  except  that  the  roof  is  beaten  in,  as  it  was 
en  the  day  of  the  eruption.     It  cbnfilis  of  four  levels;  namely,- 
the  cellars,  a  ground   floor  with  its  portico  or  cloifter ;  and  as  h 
was  on  a  fteep  declivity,  a  court  above^  in  which  was  the  ftreet 
door,  and  over  that  a  floor  for  bed  chambers.     Like  the  houfes  iii 
the  eafl,  it  prefents  nothing  to  the  road  but  a  bare  wall ;  the  win- 
dows being  all  towards  the  garden.     From  the  tov/n  you  enter  by 
a  court,  furrounded  with  fluccoed  columns  ;  adjoining  is  a  trian- 
gular area,  diftributed  into  alcoves  and  clofets  for  baths.     From 
this   floor  a   terrace  projeds  on  each  fide,  round  a  large  fquare  : 
and  under  it  is  a  broad  gallery,  and  covered  apartments,  for  fum- 
mer  refidencc  :  on  each  fide  under  the  terraces,  runs  a  portico, 
meeting  oppofite  the  houfe  in  a  hall,  that  probably  opened  into 
the  vineyard  or  pleafure-grounds.     Here  was  found  the  fkeleton  of 
the  mafler,  with  the  houfe  key,  and  a  purfe  of  gold.     The  cellars 
ilill  contain   feveral  amphoras,  ranged   along  the  walls  ;  and  the 
bones  of  many  wretches,  who  fled  hither  for  flieher.  The  ceilings^ 
and  walls  of  the  rooms- in  this  villa  were  adorned  with  a  variety  of 
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painting:  and  in  the  window  of  a  bedchamber  fome  panes  of  glafa 
^re  ftill  remaining/ 

The  length  of  thefe  extracts  preclude  us  from  adding  more, 
and  their  curiofityisan  apology  for  their  length.  Thecatalogues 
of  pictures  are  added  in  the  noteSj  without  any  critical  re- 
marks, and  the  Tour  is  illuftrated  with  an  elegant  coloured 
map,  pointing  out  the  different  roads. 

*The  Income  and  Ey^mdlture  of  Great  Britain  of  the  la  ft  feven 
Tearsy  examined  and  fated.  By  Robert  Rayment.  ^to.  ^s, 
fewed,  Debrett.  1 791. 
/^UR  author  is  well  qualified  for  a  clerk  at  the  defk  of  Ji 
^^  financier;  but  as  a  politician  he  is  very  deficient.  His 
calculations  are  generally  exa6t,  except  where,  by  exaggerat- 
ing deficiencies,  or  not  admitting  of  the  furplus  which  balances 
them,  he  fwells  the  expenditure  too  high.  It  is  impofiible, 
hovvcver,to  follow  his  calculations  minutely,  without  extending 
cur  article  to  the  fize  of  his  work;  and  it  muil  be  our  bufmefs 
to  notice  his  general  remarks  or  fome  of  his  conclufions. 

His  addrcfs  to  the  (lockholders,  landholders,  manufacSlurers, 
&:c.  is  calculated  for  a  general  alarm,  and  betrays  fucha  total 
tleficiency  of  political  knowledge,  that  led  us  at  firft  to  diftrull 
his  reprefentations;  and  fuch  political  bias  as  rendered  even 
liis  calculations  fufpicious.  The  taxes,  he  fays,  are  paid  by 
jhe  manufa6lurers,  which  is  true ;  and  raifed  on  the  price  of  the 
goods,  which  leads  to  a  doubt,  v/hether  we  may  not  be  undfir- 
fold  by  foreign  manufadurers,  or  ^*'hether  the  Americans  may 
not  fupply  them felves,  adding,  that  from  this  caufe  the  French 
have  obtained  the  trade  for  woollens  in  Tu4'key.  He  ought  to 
have  known  that  it  was  not  this  caufe  which  gave  the  French 
merchants  the  afcendancy  in  the  Levant ;  that  America  will 
never  undertake  manufactures  while  much  greater  advantages, 
with  lefs  rifk,  can  be  obtained  by  cultivation ;  that  France,  ex- 
cept from  fome  unexpedted  good  events  refulting  from  their 
revolution,  will  never  be  able  to  be  competitors  with  us  in 
America.  Thefe,  it  may  be  faid,  are  gratuitous  aflertions  5 
they  are,  however,  dedu(5tions  only  from  what  has  happened. 
France  was  in  poiTeflion  of  the  commerce  with  America,  and 
loft  it  becaufe  her  manufactures  were  not  lafting,  and  her  mer- 
chants not  able  to  give  the  necefTary  credit.  Where  are  we 
to  look  for  rivals  ?  In  Spain,  where  the  royal  manufactures  are 
conducted  at  a  pofitive  lofs;  where  Englifh  goods  are  admitted 
ynder  all  the  difadvantages  of  a  duty,  fuppofed  to  amount  to  a 
prohibition,  or  the  rifle  of  fmuggling ;  in  Portugal,  in  Poland, 
in  Ruffia.      Mr.  Rayment  dares  not  deny  th<?fe .  fa.£ts ;  any 
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l^ercKant  on  the  exchange  will  teach  him  better :  we  know 
that  they  are  true,  and  have  reafon  to  know  it.  We  can  add 
one  other  remark  which  he  is  not  aware  of;  that  the  chance 
of  rivalfhip  islefs  from  the  very  circumftance  which  he  repro- 
bates, the  annual  million  -,  for  when  government  gives  but  three 
^nd  a  half  per  cent,  for  money,  the  manufadurer  can  more  ea- 
fily  procure  it  at  four.  If  he  doubts  of  fome  of  the  fa6ts  re- 
fpefting  the  Comparative  price  of  French  cloths  and  ours,  let 
him  look  at  the  excellent  little  tra£l  on  the  Exportation  of 
Wool,  by  a  Wiltfhire  Clothier,  a  paiTage  from  which  we  have 
iranfcribed  in  bur  laft  Number,  p.  237. 

Our  author  next  adds  his  plan  for  leffenlng  the  taxes,  which 
^lifFers  only  froni  that  of  Mr.  Pitt,  by  his  immediately  applying 
the  produce  to  the  repeal  of  feme  of  the  mod  burthenfome 
taxes.  It  would  require  a  n^uch  more  exfenfive  examination 
than  we  can  give,  to  examine  the  different  bearings  of  this 
meafure,  and  its  confequent  influence.  We  are,  at  leafli,  cer- 
tain that  his  inftance  is  an  improper  one,  to  repeal  the  duty  on 
fait,  which,  in  a  large  family,  fcarcely  amounts  to  half  a  farthing 
a  week.     He  fhould  have  adverted  rather  to  the  tax  on  leather. 

He  next  proceeds  to  the  particular  fubjed^  of  his  work,  the 
Examination  of  the  Income  and  Expenditure  of  {his  Kingdom- 
It  is  an  abridged  hiftory  of  the  taxes  after  the  fundings  in  1784 
and  1785.  The  firft  circumftance  v*hich  draws  his  cenfure, 
is  the  funding  of  the  navy-bills  in  1784.  In  this  cenfure  he 
feerris  to  be  well  founded,  and  the  fyftem  of  1763  was  un- 
doubtedly more  eafy,  more  fimple,  and  advantageous :  we  ought 
perhaps  to  add,  that  this  is  almoft  the  only  part  of  his  fubje£t 
that  has  not  particularly  engaged  our  attention  in  other  circura- 
ilances.         .    . 

The  repeal  of  the  tea-duties  is  examined  at  great  length,  and 
feverely  reprobated.  We  are  free  to  own  that  the  mode  of 
commuting  feemed  neither  fair  nor  impartial ;  nor  did  the 
meafure  at  firft  appear  ip  fucceed.  We  have,  however,  al- 
ready obfcrved  that  the  principle  was  a  commendable  one,  and 
we  think  it  has  at  laft  fucceeded:  unfortunately  its  influence  is 
unperccived  by  the  carclefs  enquirer,  and  not  attended  to  by  the 
eager  cenfuVer  of  adminiftration.  Our  author,  by  a  curious 
calculation,  fallacious  in  every  point,  makes  the  lofs  on  the 
duties  by  the  cOmmutatiork  equal  to  122,8071.  If  he  rheans 
any  thing  more  than  the  deficiencies  fupplied  by  the  new  win- 
dow tax,  or  the  accidental  deficiency  of  one  yeary  he  has  in- 
volved the  fubjeft  in  fuch  complete  obfcurity  as  to  make  'it 
difficult  to  afcertain  his  defign.  Another,  difadvantage  alledg^d 
is,  the  export  of  filver  fent  to  China  in  1785,  6,  and  7,  equal 
to  more  than  two  millions  of  money.     But^^has  our  author  at 
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all  confldered  the  export  of  gold  by  means  of  the  fmugglcrs^ 
which  amounted  to  much  more  ?  It  muft  indeed  amount  to 
more,  (ince  not  only  fo  much  of  the  profit  as  exceeds  the  prime 
coil  and  freight,  but  the  whole  not  paid  for  by  the  filver  ex- 
ported, with  a  proportion  of  the  naval  power  of  this  coun- 
try, was  in  this  way  loft.  We  coiUd  have  wiflied  that  he  had 
Aated  his  evidence  of  there  being  3000  tons  more  of  foreign 
fliipping  at  Canton  on  the  20th  of  December,  1787,  than  in  any 
former  year.  The  accounts  we  have  feen  are  very  different, 
and  we  know  that  there  is  now  very  little  tea  brought  to  market 
by  the  fmuggler,  which  is  not  bought  of  the  Eaft  India  com- 
pany, and  adulterated.  Our  author  furelydoes  not  intend  to  avail 
himfelf  of  the  paltry  fubtcrfuge  of  a  particular  day,  or  an  acci- 
dental fa<Sl  ?  When  he  afterts  that  the  increafed  confumption 
Is  more  owing  to  the  lowering  the  price  than  the  fupprellion, 
of  fmuggling,  he  ought  to  be  more  certain  of  his  foundation. 
Smuggling  of  tea  is  aimofl  wholly  at  an  pnd,  and  fo  would  the 
Imuggling  of  fpirits  if  the  principle  had  been  properly  purfucd. 
At  this  time  it  has  increafed  from  an  accidental  circumftance, — 
the  failure  of  the  late  vintages  in  France ;  and  the  fmuggler 
has  worked  up  Spanifli  brandy,  which  he  has  coloured  high  to 
avoid  dete(flron  by  the  tafte,  and  fold  it  for  French.  If  our 
merchants  had  been  wife,  they  might  have  met  them  on  their 
own  ground  j  and  fold  a  fpirit,  equal  in  goodnefs,  on  terms  fo 
near  theirs,  as  to  make  the  rilk  too  great  for  the  profit.  Per- 
haps, however,  fome  a£l  of  parliament  might  have  interfered: 
fome  of  the  obfervatioris  on  the  annual  million  of  1 786  we 
(liall  tranfcribe ; 

*  The  purchafing  Hock  at  the  market  price  is  certainly  an  equi- 
table.meafure  ;  it  mult  always  be  indifferent  to  the  feller,  whether 
the  {lock  he  wants  to  part  with,  is  bought  by  the  public  or  by 
individuals. 

*  Making  the  purchafes  periodical.  Is  a  confiderable  lofs  to  the 
public  ;  the  money  laid  out  might  have  beeni  fecurely  done  under 
the  diredion  of  the  lords  of  the  treafury :  250,000!.  a  quarter 
carried  to  the  account  of  the  commiflioners  on  the  5th  day  of  July, 
lying  idle  until  the  ift  of  Auguil:  following,  and  then  applied  at 
the  rate  of  about  20, cool,  a  week,  is  a  lofs  in  the  intcrefi:  of  the 
money  cf  about  io,oool.  a  year  ;  the  purchafes  being  made  in  the 
ftock  that  produces  the  leaft  annuity  (though  the  moft  nominal 
ftock)  inftciid  of  purchafing  the  greatefl  quantity  of  annuity  for 
the  It^aft  money,  is  laying  out  the  money  difadvantageoufly  for  the 
p»h!ic. 

*  Applying  the  annuities  en  lives,  or  for  years  th?t  fell  in,  as 
well  as  the  dividends  to  the  fame  purpofe,  was  a  right  meafure. 

*  But  to  carry  on  thofe  purchaf^s^  until  the  dividends  and  an- 
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nual  million,  junounts  to  4,000.0001.  a  year,  and  then  to  be  St 
the  difpofition  of  parliament,  had  it  bten  pradicabJe,  might  have 
been  the  molt  dangerous  engine  in  the  hands  of  an  arbitrary  mi«i 
nifter,  not  only  againll  the  liberties  of  the  people,  but  againft  the 
cxiilence  of  parliament  itfelf. 

'  Fortunately  for  the  conltitntion,  tl.e  meafure  defeats  itfelf;  for 
by  taking  the  dividends  out  of  circulation,  taxes  arifmg  from  that 
circulation  will  diminifh.' 

The  making  purchafes  periodically  was  a  wife  meafure  to 
prevent  any  irregular  interference  of  the  perfons  intruited,  who 
at  any  given  time  might  have  raifed  the  flock  as  they  pleafed. 
There  is  undoubtedly  fome  lofs,  but  it  is  compenfated  by  the 
advantage.  How  the  purchafing  three-per-cents  is  difadvan- 
tageous  we  know  not ;  except  that,  brokers  being  paid  bv  the 
nominal  hundred,  the  expences  are  in  fome  degree  advanced. 
This  is,  however,  trifling  with  the  reader.  The  laft  paragraph 
is  inexplicable.  What  are  the  taxes  arifing  from  that  circula- 
tion, but  the  ftamps  on  powers  of  attorney  ?  Does  our  author 
mean  that  the  circulation  of  money  is  lefTened,  or  that  the 
quantity  of  ftock  fold  is  lefs  ?  Neither  are  true.  Let  us  feledl 
one  pafTage  •«iore. 

*  The  commercial  treaty  with  France  was  expedled  to  produce 
great  advantages ;  the  improvements  made  in  fpinning  of  cotton, 
was  to  command  the  market  all  over  the  world;  and  the  fuppref- 
fion  of  fmuggling,  was  to  increafe  the  revenue  to  a  very  great 
amount. 

*  Extending  the  excife  laws  to  the  dealers  in  wine,  it  was  faid 
Would  not  only  prevent  adulteration,  but,  by  an  increafed  importa- 
tion, would  increafe  the  revenue,  though  the  duties  were  confi- 
derably  lowered  *. 

*  Though  no  new  taxes  were  avowedly  impofed  this  year,  ex- 
cept the  fix  weeks  licenfes  on  retailers  of  fpirituous  liquors,  and 
the  duty  on  French  cambricks,  the  confolidation  of  the  cudoms 
and  excife  afforded  opportunities  of  increafmg  the  duties  from  f.  ac- 
tional parts  to  even  fums,  which  unqueflionably  were  and  are  ad- 
ditional taxes. 

'  The  commercial  treaty  was  expelled  to 
produce  an  increafe  of         .         ^         -  j^25e,ooo  per  ann, 

*  The  duty  on  cambricks  and  alierations  in 
tuftoms  100,000 

*  The  Ixx  weeks  licenfes  has  produced     -         88,000 

*  And  farming  polt-horfes  ihould,  at  leaft,  be  an  increafe  equal 
to  the  expence  of  colled  ion. 

•  Though  the  duties  on  wines  and  fpirits  were  lowered  to  the  imporfers, 
tkc  rctailets  generally  continued  tiieir  old  prices,  pn  account  of  the  new  fis 
l^eck»  liecnfss  impofed  this  year.' 
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'  The  commercial  treaty  with  France  was  founded  on  tbe  dS- 
treaties  made  m  the  reign  or*  King  Charles  II.  and  King  James  II. 
when  the  principles  of  commerce  between  one  country  and  another 
were  but  little  underftood.  Had  the  *  Methuen  treaty  between 
England  and  Portugal  been  made  the  model  of  the  treaty  betweea 
Great  Britain  and  France,  much  good  might  have  arifen  10 
both.  It  is  by  an  exchange  of,  one  commodity  againll  another, 
that  both  are  convenienced.  Woollens  exchanged  for  woollens, 
and  cottons  for  cottons,  can  only  produce  a  llruggle  injurious  to 
both  f.' 

Is  any  thing  more  infidious  than  tliefe  infmuations?  The 
commercial  treaty  has  produced  many  advantages ;  the  im- 
provements in  fpinning  cotton  hazr  greatly  increafed  the  de- 
mand, and  the  fuppreirion  of  fniuggling  acic/ed  to  the  revenue. 
The  failure  of  the  cotton  traders,  in  178&,  our  author  ought  to 
liave  known  wa's  owing  to  improvident  and  too  eager  fpecula- 
tions. 

In  fhort,  every  part  of  this  work  fhows  fueh  defe6tlve  reafon- 
ing,  or  wilful  mifreprefeniation,  that  we  are  led  to  doubt  what 
appears  moft  probable  and  judicious.  Numerous  objections 
appear  in  the  account  of  the  revenue  of  each  year  ^i^^nd,  if  oiu: 
author  was  of  fufficient  importance,  if  his  own  errc«rs  were  not 
fufliciently  confuted  by  the  flighted  knowledge,  we  (hould  re- 
commend his  work  to  the  attention  of  a  more  moderate  and 
more  impartial  financier,  that  the  public  in  general  might  be 
undeceived. 

J^n  EJJay  on  Nai/aL  Ta^its-,  Syjlcmatical  and  HiJloricaL  IVitJy 
explanatory  Plates*  In  Fmir  Parts.  By  John  Clerky  Efq^^ 
Part  I.     ^to.      16s,  6d.  Boards.     Cadell.      179O. 

'T^HIS  very  judicious  and  interefting  EfTay  deferves  a  more 
-*-  complete  examination  than  we  can  beftow  on  it,  while  we 
have  not  the  alRitance  of  the  numerous  plates.  It  will  not  be 
ulelefs,  however,  to  give  the  outlines  of  our  author's  do6lrine 
and  fyllem. 

This  firft  Part  was  printed  in  1 782,  but  not  generally  cir- 
culated. At  that  time  the  hiftory  of  naval  engagements  had 
furnilhed  but  few  examples  of  attack  but  from  the  windward; 
thefe  attacks  were  almoit  always  unfuccefsful.  In  April  1782, 
lord  Rodney  gave  the  firft  example  of  breaking  the  enemies'' 
line  \  and,  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  M.  Sufirein  difpkyed  a  nevy 
method  of  attacking  from  windward,  not  fo  difadvantageous  as 


*  *  The  woollens  of  England  exchanged  for  the  wines  of  Portugal/ 
'  f  TJiis  was  Icca  in  the  failures  of  the  cottoa  traders  in  1783.' 
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i5iat  ufaally  adopted.  Our  author,  tht^refore,  now  puWifhcs, 
more  generally,  the  lirft  Part,  which  includes  the  do£lrine  o£ 
naval  tadtics  down  to  J  782,  fo  far  as  relates  to  attacks  from 
windward  :  in  the  fecond  Part  will  be  comprned  the  fyftem  or 
theory  of  attacks  of  fieets  from  leeward :  and  the  third  Part 
will  contain  a  hiftory  of  naval  tallies,  with  the  gradual  im- 
provements in  the  marine.  This  will  confill  of  four  epochs, 
of  which  the  firft  three  will  comprize  the  hillory  previous  to 
1782  ;  the  fourth  the  new  improvements  juft  mentioned. 

It  is  remarkable,  obferves  oilr  author,  thcvt  while,  inen^ 
gage'ments  of  fmgle  (hips,  the  Britilh  feamen  have  unifonrnly 
triumphed,  in  thofe  of  large  fleets  they  have  been  ufually  baf- 
fied,  ami  fometimes  defeated.  There  feems  confequently  to 
be  an  ellential  error  in  the  whole  fyftem ;  and  this  erroneous 
principle  is  only  afcertained  by  examining  the  various  engage- 
ments^ to  difcover  fomething  common  to  all.  There  is  one 
principle  which  pervades  the  gi-eater  number  of  fea  engage- 
ments, and  it  is  a  circumftance  which  is  almofl  effential  to  an 
action,  uRiefs  each  party  be  equally  eager  to  engage,  viz.  that: 
the  attack  muft  be  made  from  windward.  In  this  way,  the 
hoftile  fleet  ranges  through  the  enemy's  line,  and  the  van  is 
difabled  before  it  can  take  its  proper  ilation.  The  French  alfo, 
ilring  at  the  rigging  more  commonly  than  we  do,  have  it  al^ 
ways  in  their  power,  ei-ther  to  continue  the  a£lion  to  advan- 
•tage,  or  to  efcape-  This  is  the  defe^l  whith  our  author  en- 
-deavours  to  eflablifl^  in  the  firfl  Part  of  his  work ;  and  his  firft 
fe6lionii  are  introductory  only.  He  renders  the  fubject  more 
4imple  by  confidering  fmgle  fhips,  and  the  method  of  attack  in 
thefe  inilances ;  and  fecondly,  compares  the  effedt  of  fliot  on 
the  hull,  or  on  the  rigging,  giving  the  preference  greatly  to 
^:he  latter.  When  he  comes  to  confider  the  bringing  large 
fleets  into  a£tion,  he  premifes  one  principle,  which  a  flight 
reflection  will  render  evident, — that  a  fhip,  which  has  three  of 
the  enemy  firing  on  it,  and  much  more  if  it  has  five,  muft  be  • 
at  a  confiderablc  diftance  for  their  fire  to  be  injurious.-  An- 
other preliminary,  and  a  principal  one  is,  that  the  attack  to 
windward  muft  be  difadvantageous.  The  following  conclu- 
fions  want  not  the  affiftancc  of  the  plates. 

'  Hence  it  appears,  that  a  fleet,  B,  to  windward,  by  extend- 
ing his  line  of  battle,  v/ith  a  defign  to  ftop  and  attack  a  whole 
line  of  enemy's  fhips  to  leeward,  mult  do  it  at  a  great  difadvan- 
tage,  and  without  hope  of  fuccefs :  ft)r  the  receiving  fleet,  F,  to 
^eeward,  unquelHonably  will  have  the  four  following  advantages 
over  him,  which  will  be  more  particularly  proved  when  we  come 
$9  examine  the  real  pradice. 

U  I  '  Firjly 
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*  Firft,  The  fuperiority  of  a  fire,  above  twenty  to  one,  over 
the  fleet  B,  while  coming  down  to  attack. 

*  Secondly y  That,  when  the  fhips  of  B  are  brought  to  at  their 
ftation,  if  it  blows  hard,  the  fhot  from  F,  by  the  lying  along  of 
the  Ihips,  will  be  thrown  up  into  the  air,  and  will  have  an  effedl 
at  a  much  greater  dillance  ;  whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
ihot  from  B,  from  the  lying  along  of  the  fhips  alfo,  will  be 
thrown  into  the  water,  and  the  eifed  loft. 

^  thirdly y  That  F  will  have  the  power  of  direding,  and  ap- 
plying at  pleafure,  the  fire  of  4iis  whole  line  againft  the  van  of 
B,  who  is  now  unable  to  prevent  it,  his  fhips  being  difabled,  fc-» 
parated,  and,  therefore,  unfupported. 

<  Fourthly y  That  F  will  alfo  have  a  greater  facility  of  with- 
drawing from  battle  the  whole,  or  any  one  of  the  difabled  fliips, 
of  his  line.* 

'We  cannot  therefore  avoid  joining  with  Mr.  Clerk,  in  the 
following  inferences. 

'If.  then,  after  a  proper  rxamination  of  the  late  fea- en- 
gagements, or  rencounters,  it  (hall  be  found,  that  our  enemy,  the 
French,  have  never  once  ihown  a  willingpcfs  to  rifle  the  making 
of  the  attack,  but,  invariably,  have  made  choice  of,  and  earneftly 
courted  a  leeward  pofition  :  if,  invariably,  when  extended  in  line 
of  battle,  in  that  pofition  they  have  uifabled  the  Briiifli  fleets  in 
coming  dviwn  to  the  attack  :  if,  invariably,  upon  feeing  the  Bri- 
tifh  fleer  difabled,  they  have  made  fail,  and  demoliflied  the  van 
in  pafllng  :  if,  invariably,  upon  feeling  the  eiredl  of  ihe  Britifh 
iire,  they  have  withdrawn,  at  pleaiure,  either  a  part,  or  the 
whole  of  their  fleet,  and  have  formed  a  new  line  of  battle  to  lee- 
ward ;  if  the  French,  repeatedly,  have  done  this  upon  every  oc^ 
cafion  :  and,  en  the  other  hand,  if  it  fhall  be  found  that  the  Bri- 
tifh, from  an  irre  fjlttble  defire  of  making  the  attaqk,  as  conftant- 
ly  and  uniformly  have  courted  the  wmaward  poiiiion  :  if,  uniform- 
ly and  repeatedly,  *hi  y  have  nad  their  fhips  fo  difabled  and  fepa- 
rated,  by  making  the  attack,  that  they  have  not  once  been  able 
to  brln;,'  them  to  clofe  with,  ic  follow  up,  or  even  to  det;  in  one 
|hip  of  the  enemy  for  a  mon.ent;  fhall  we  n  t  have  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, thai,  the  French  have  adopted,  and  put  in  execution,  fome 
{yftem,  .which  the  B.itilh  either  have  not  difcovered,  or  have  not 
yet  profited  by  the  difco-  ery  ?* 

The  inftances  of  the  difadvantages  of  the  attack  from  the 
windward  are  the  following : 

«  1.  Admiral  Bang's  engagement  with  the  French  fleet,  ofj 
Minorca,   May  20.  J756.     "  • 

*  2.  That  of  iidmiraj  Byron,  off  Grenada,  July  6.  i77>. 

;    •  ■  '3.  Admiral 
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•  3.  Admiral  Arbuthnot,  off  the  Chefapeak,  March  16.  1781. 

•  4,   Admiral  Graves,  off  the  Chefapeak,  Auguft  5.  1781. 

•  5.  Admiral  fir  George  Brydges-Rodncy,  off  the  Pearl  Rock, 
weft  end  of  Martinico,  April  17.  1780.' 

From  the  narrative  of  each  of  thefe  engagements»  the  nu- 
merous difadvantages  which  we  have  tranfcribed  are  confpi- 
cuous.  In  Mr.  Arbuthnot's  action  off  the  Chefapeak,  the 
French  quitted  the  MTindward  ftation,  and  affumed  their  pofl 
to  leeward,  trailing  feemingly  to  our  known  impettiofity  to 
attack,  though  at  a  difadvantage.  That  a£tion  was  undoubt- 
edly loll  in  two  ways  ;  one,  by  which  Mr.  Mathew  failed  in 
the  Mediterranean,  the  wind  dying  away-  It  is  a  common 
£ffe£l  of  much  firing  to  check  the  wind  by  the  additional  quan- 
tity of  air,  evolved  in  the  explofions  :  this  mafs  is  like  a  bar- 
rier to  the  air  behind,  and  prevents  the  current  going  on. 
Mr.  Graves  himfelf  remarks,  that  the  acSlion  became  general 
fo  far  only  as  the  fecond  fhip  from  the  centre.  It  was,  there- 
fore, prevented  from  being  wholly  fo,  by  a  caufe  which  oper- 
ated on  other  (hips  befides  the  rear. 

The  next  fe^lion  contains  examples  where  the  French,  by 
keeping  their  fleets  to  windward,  have  fhown  their  diflike  of 
making  the  attack  themfelves,  or  of  fuffering  the  Britifli  fleet 
to  approach  them.     Examples  of  this  are, 

<  I.  That  of  fir  George  Ijrydges-Rodney,  to  windward  of  Mar- 
tinico, May  15.  1780. 

*  2.  Sir  George  Brydges-Rodney,  near  the  fame  place.  May 
19.  1780. 

*  3.  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  off  Fort  Royal,  Martinico,  April  29. 
1781. 

*  4.  Admiral  Keppel,  off  Ufliant,  July  zj.  1778,' 

Thefe  our  author  fhows  are  rencounters  only,  and  not  ex- 
ceptions to  the  general  rule.  The  only  infhances,  where  the 
French  kept  the  wind,  are  thofe  in  which  their  objecSl:  was  to 
prefcrve  themfelves  uninjured,  and  their  occafional  approaches 
to  the  Britidi  fleet  were  feints  only  to  amufe  them. 

Our  author  next  confiders  the  a£lion  of  Mathew  and  Le(^ 
tock  fingly,  as  well  as  the  engagement  of  admiral  Parker  oflp 
the  Dogger-bitTk-,— but  thefe  furnifli  no  particular  fubjedl  of 
remark.  Hi^  c^'m  plan  is,  in  bearing  down  from  windward, 
inilead  of  ranging  along  the  enemies'  Jine,  to  endeavour  to  cut 
off  fome  (hips  from  the  rear ;  and  this  brings  the  enemies'  van 
to  tack  in  order  to  fecure  them.  This  propofal  he  fupports 
with  much  fpecious  ingenuity  j  but,  as  the  arguments,  and 
fome  objections  which  occur  to  us,  depend  wholly  on  the 
plates,  we  cannot  conlider  the  fubje£t  fully.      He  explains 

U4  the 


%Zo  Clarkjonh  Letters  on  the  Slave  Trade. 

^\Q  proper  mode  of  condu£^  which  is  to  be  adopted,  in  alLtiic 
variety  of  fitiiations  and  of  winds. 

In  the  Appendix  is  an  account  of  fir  George  Pococke's  a£lion 
in  the  Eaft  Indies  with  M.  D'Ache,  in  1758,  and  this  introduces 
fome  enquiry  into  the  curve  of  purfuit.  The  term  may  want 
an  explanation.  When  an  attack  is  made  from  the  windward, 
if  the  enemies'  fleet  is  on  the  oppofite  tack,  there  are  two  ways 
of  coming  down,  the  obHque  direcElion,  which  is  moR  com- 
mon, or  the  dircft  one,  by  turning  the  head  of  each  fhip  to- 
wards his  antagonift,  as  praftifed  by  Mr.  Pococke.  In  the 
latter  cafe,  the  purfuing  (hip's  way  neceflarily  forms  a  curve. 
But  our  author  iliows  that,  whatever  be  the  proportion  or  rate 
of  velocities  aiTumed,  this  is  the  word  method,  and  mofc  diffi- 
cult of  execution.  The  fliips  in  the  rear  will  be  farther  aftern ; 
and,  though  the  curve  of  purfuit  be  well  calculated  to  bring 
ihips  in  the  wake  of  each  orher,  't  is  not  adapted  to  bring  thern 
to  a  broadfide.  We  (liall  add  only  our  author's  general  con- 
clufions  refpe£l:ing  the  do^irines  of  the  firfl  Part. 

•  I.  ThatBritifh  feamcn,  from  the  nature,  as  well  as  the  greater 
extent  of  the  navigation  upon  oiu'  coafts,  niuft  of  neceffity  be  fu- 
perior,  both  in  Ikill  and  intrepidity,  as  well  af  in  number,  to  thofQ 
pf  other  natiops. 

*  2.  That  deficiency  in  point  of  failing,  upon  many  oco^fions, 
evidently  has  not  been  '  the  caufe  of  thefe  late  mifcarriages ;  but, 
if  it  has  really  been  the  caufe  of  mifcarriage  in  others,  is  it  not 
high  time  to  fet  about  fuch  reformation  jn  our  dock-yards  2s  may 
recover  an  equality  in  a  point  To  important?  Eveff  fuppofing  this 
to  be  true,  why  fhould  we  uniformly  attempt  getting  up  with  the 
€nemy*3  van,  with  a  view  to  carry  their  whole  fleet,  inllead  of 
contenting  ouifelves  with  a  certainty  of  cutting;  off  a  fevy  of  their 
dulleft  failing  vefl'els  in  the  rear  ? 

'3.  That  the  mode  of  running  do\yn  the  wind  In  a  line,  each 
ihip  direding  her  courfe  upon  her  oppofite,  and  pointing  the  at- 
tack upon  the  van,  vvith  a  view  pi  flopping  it,  in  preference  to 
an  attack  upon  the  rear,  has  proceeded  from  an  idea  of  carrying 
every  fiiip  in  the  enemy's  fleet ;  but  this  mode  has  evidently  given 
the  enemy  an  opportunity  of  difabling  our  fliips,  and  preventing 
us  from  coming  clofe  along -fide  of  them.* 

Letters  m  the  Slave  Trade^  and  the  State  of  the  Natives  Jn  thofe 
Parts  of  Africa^  vjhich  are  contiguous  to  Fort  St.  Louis  and 
Coree,  written  at  Paris  in  Dec.  1789,  and  Jan.  1790.     By 
T.  Clark/on.     J^to.     5;.  6d.  Boards.     Phillips,     1791. 
TpROM  the  information  of  Mr,  Villeneuve,  Mr.  Clarkfon  i$ 
A     enabled  to  defcribe  more  particularly  the  method  of  pro- 
Curing  flaves  on  the  coail  of  Guinea,  and  the  Letters  before  ui 
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:ire  anfwcrs  to  two  queftions,  on  the  different  methods  of 
iMiaknig  ll.ives  of  fuch  perfoiis  as  come  into  the  hands  of  the 
French,  by  means  of  their  ellabli/hments  on  the  coalt  of  Afri- 
ca ;  and  on  the  (late  of  fociety  of  the  Africans  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  thofe  fettlements.     This  is  a  fubje(£i  of  feme  cu- 
riofity,  that  we  wifti  to  engage  in,  independent  of  the  par- 
ticuU\r  queftion  which  gave  occafion  to  the  difculTion.     We 
well  knew,  that  the  principle  of  the  trade  was  indefenfible  •,  and 
that  various  cruelties  were  exercifed,  in  different  parts  of  its 
ronduft.    Thcfe  it  j[hould  undoubtedly  be  tlie  bufincfs  of  the 
iegiflat^yre  to  Icflenj  .^ndin  this  way,  theconduft  of  p.arliament 
has  been  highly  meritorious  and  humane.     It  was  a  different 
(lueftion  how  far  the  legiflature  liad  a  right  to  ruin  the  fortune? 
of  individuals,  who  refted  on  the  virtual  acknov.-ledgements  ox 
the  trade,  by  various  ftatutes  of  regulation  ;  and,  in  purfuit  of 
an   hypotbcjis,    injure  at  the  fame  time  fome  great   leading 
branches  of  the  commerce  of  the  country.     Vv^e  fay,  *  in  purr 
fuit  of  an  hypothecs,'  for  it  yet  remains  to  be  proved,  whether 
the  fum  of  happinefs,  on  the  whole^  to  the  Negroes,  is  lefs  on 
this  fyftem,  than  on  the  fuppofition  of  their  continuing  to  re- 
main in  their  own  country.     By  this  iaft,  many  quellions  of 
morals  are  decided,  and  its  influence  ought  not  to  be  rejeded 
in  the  prefent  cafe :  if  a  knowledge  of  the  true  God,  greater 
extent  of  ufeful  information,  a  more  varied  improvement  of 
the  mind,  be  dcfirable,  there  is  Httle  doubt  but  the  native  Afri- 
cans may  even  poffefs  advantages  by  the  change  of  fituation  j 
their  children  certainly  do  foj  and  this  is   a  point  of  view,  in 
which  we  could  wi{h,  at  fome  period,  the  queftion  may  be  ex^. 
amined. 

Leaving,  therefore,  the  queftion  which  probably  influenced 
Mr.  Clarkfon,  in  this  Enquiry,  out  of  fight,  we  fliall  proceed 
to  the  fubjeft  of  the  Letters.     M.  de  Villeneuve  was  aid  du 
camp  to  the  chevalier  deBoufflers,  formerly  governor  of  Goree, 
and  for  two  years  feems  to  have  been  a  very  able  and  intelli- 
gent enquirer,  into  various  circumftancea  conne£led  with  the 
prefent  queftions.     The  flave  coaft  frequented  by  the  French, 
of  which  a  map  is  annexed,  extends  from  the  embouchure  of 
the  river  Gambia,  to  that  of  the  river  Senegal,  which  bounds 
the  diftricl  on  the  north.     It  contains  three  kingdoms,  Sallum, 
Sin,  and  Cayor,  of  which  Sallum  and  Cayor  *  furnifli  each  200 
ilaves,   and   Sin  one  hundred.     The   principal  mode  of  ob- 
taining thefe  flaves  is  by  what  is  called   the  grand  pillage. 
The  army  of  the  king  advances  into  the  inland  country,  at- 
j:ack3  a  town  and  feizes  all  thofe  whom  it  can  fecure.     About 


♦  Our  author  fays  that  Cayor  furuiftes  <?:ily  loO;  but  this  is  evidently  an 
c^rtir  of  the  prel's. 
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120  are  procured  in  this  way  from  Sallum,  as  many  from  Cat- 
yor,  and  about  40  from  Sin  ^  on  the  whole  about  280  out  of 
the  500.  Sometimes  two  or  three  captures  are  only  made  ia 
the  attack,  fometimes  the  town  or  village  difcovers  the  defign, 
and  the  inhabitants  efcape  ;  fometimes  the  king's  troops  are  de- 
feated. Thofe  whom  they  can  feize  by  ftratagem,  in  the  ex- 
pedition, arc  of  courfe  made  flaves. 

The  other  methods  of  procuring  ilaves  are  by  private  robbery, 
war,  actual  or  fuppofed  crimes. 

*  The  private  robbers  of  the  country,  at  leaft  in  thefe  parts  of 
it,  are  but  few.  In  the  interior  of  them  they  can  hardly  exill 
at  all.  If  a  fubjed  of  Sallum,  Sin,  or  Cayor,  were  to  offer  a 
negro  for  fale  in  a  village  to  which  he  did  not  belong  himfelf,  he 
would  be  fufpeded  by  the  GuerafFor  principal  officer  ai  that  vil- 
lage of  having  ftolen  him,  and  in  all  probability  would  be  flopped 
and  Ibid.  He  could  hardly  fell  him  except  he  were  to  meet  with 
an  European  there.  If  again  one  of  the  GuerafFs  own  village 
were  to  attempt  to  fell  a  flave  to-day,  whom  he  was  known  not  to 
have  had  in  his  pofTefTion  the  day  before,  he  would  be  called  upon 
to  fhew  where  he  had  gotten  him,  before  the  fale  were  allowed, 
Thefe  robbers  then  do  notexift  in  the  interior  of  thefe  kingdoms. 
They  exift  generally  near  the  fliore,  or  on  the  banks  of  fuch  rivers 
as  the  craft  of,  the  Europeans  or  iheir  agents  frequent.  In  this 
cafe  the  difpofal  of  a  kidnapped  peifon  is  eafy,  for  he  is  purcha- 
fed  without  a  qucflion  being  afked.  In  thefe  parts  it  is  notorious 
at  Goree  that  there  arc  private  Healers  of  men. 

*  As  to  wars.inthecommonacceptationof  the  word  war,  very  few 
Haves  are  ever  furnifhed  by  means  of  them  from  thefe  kingdoms. 
They  happen  very  feldom.  There  was  one  of  th#m  however,  in 
the  year  1786.  This  was  the  war  which  Darnel  of  Cayor  made 
again  ft  Tin  of  Baol,  as  mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  this  letter. 
It  originated  in  the  ambition  of  the  former.  In  the  grand  battle, 
which  decided  the  fate  of  the  dominions  of  the  latter,  twenty- 
five  prifoners  only  were  taken,  and  feven  killed.  The  wars  in 
fliort  in  thefe  countries  are  not  deilrudlive.  Few  people  are  ei- 
ther killed  or  taken.  As  to  the  duration  of  them,  they  lafl  feldom 
longer  tlian  ten  or  fifteen  days.  When  both  parties  are  tired,  they 
go  away.  There  is  no  treaty  of  peace.  Thefe  wars,  confining 
them  to  the  common,  acceptation  of  the  word,  arife  generally,  as 
Other  wars,  from  jealoufy,  avarice,  or  ambition. 

*  The  crimes,  real  or  fuppofed,  for  which  perfons  are  fentenced 
to  flavery  in  thefe  countries,  are  adultery,  murder,  theft  and 
v/itchcraft.  There  is  no  crime  in  this  part  of  the  world  for  which 
they  are  punifhed  with  death.' 

The  Senegal,  when  it  has  arrived  nearly  at  15° J  weft  lon- 
gitude 
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gitude  from  Greenwich,  turns  to  the  north  with  a  femlcircu- 
lar  Twecp  -,  and  another  river,  the  Sagueray,  detached  from  it, 
at  Cor,  turns  a  little  to  the  fouth  to  reach  the  fea  at  Fort 
Louis,  where  the  rivers  join  again.  This  iHand,  and  the  ad- 
jacent diflri^l,  inland,  viz.  what  lies  to  the  fouth  of  the  iiland, 
and  whole  eaitern  and  wsftern  boundaries  terminate  at  Fort 
Louis  and  Cor,  furniili  about  240  Haves  annually.  Of  about 
40  from  the  inland  dillri£t,  30  are  reputed  criminals,  and  the 
other  TO  captured  either  by  treachery  or  force.  Sixty  others 
are  furnifhed  by  the  neighbouving  Adoors,  ^nd  are  generally 
feized  by  furprize,  and  carried  off  on  horfeback.  The  remain* 
ing  140  from  the  ifland  are  procured  fniiilar  ways. 

*  Mr.  de  Villeneuve  informs  me,  that  the  Moors  are  fo  habituated 
to  robbfry,  that  fcarqgly  an)  perfon  of  any  complexion  can  efcape 
wit->out  lofing  fometning,  if  long  among  them.  They  are  even 
expert  at  thieving  with  their  feet,  which  are  always  bare ;  for  if 
any  thing  iliould  have  fallen  upon  the  ground  that  is  worth  having, 
a  Moor  will  look  the  owner  of  it  in  the  face,  and  at  the  fame  mo- 
ment contrive  to  take  it  up  with  his  toes,  and  convey  it  with 
wonderful  dexterity  by  means  of  the  fame  to  his  companions,  who 
are  behmd  him.  Their  whole  life,  in  fhort,  is  a  fcene  of  robbery, 
and  negroes  have  well  applied  their  national  name  to  denote  the 
charafters  de/cribed.' 

Behind  the  country  which  we  have  defcribed  as  contiguous 
to  the  ifland  formed  by  the  Senegal  and  the  Sagueray,  is  the 
diftridt  of  the  independent  Poules;  and  it  furniflies  500  ilaves, 
of  which  the  Moors  carry  off,  in  their  ufual  way,  about  300. 
The  Poules  carry  off  the  reft,  lying  in  wait  for  their  own 
countrymen  with  great  avidity  :  thefe  Negroes  are  conveyed  to 
Fort  Louis  in  fmali  decked  veffels. 

Still  farther  back  is  the  country  of  the  dependant  Poules,  fo 
called  becaufe  they  are  fubjecSl  to  one  king.  This  king,  who 
was  weak  and  timid,  and  whofe  country  w^as  often  over-run  by 
the  neighbouring  Moors,  died  in  1785,  and  a  perfon  of  the 
name  of  Almanny,  who  had  been  a  prieft,  ufurped  the  throne. 
His  reign  commenced  with  equal  fpirit  and  judgment.  He  re- 
pelled the  Moors,  prohibited  the  fale  of  the  perfons  of  men, 
aboliftied  perfonal  ilavery,  and  encouraged  agriculture  and  ma- 
nufactures. He  even  prevented  the  fleet,  which  ufually 
brought  flaves  from  Bambarra,  a  country  farther  eaftward  and 
to  the  fouth,  from  paffmg  Senegal.  Galam,  where  the  Bambarra 
(laves  are  fhipped,  is  behind  the  dominions  of  Almanny,  and 
Bambarra  two  months  journey  to  the  fouth  of  the  Senegal.  Of 
this  country  M.  de  Villeneuve,  however,  had  received  no  in- 
formation.   Of  tlie  route  he  obtained  fome  intelligence. 

•  Th« 
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*  The  fnil  route  of  the  flaves,  previoufly  to  1787*  was  from 
Uambarra  to  Galam  ;  the  former  of  which  is  not  the  name  of  a 
town,  but  of  an  extenfive  country.  The  perfons,  who  conduc- 
ed them  from  the  former  to  the  latter  place,  were  always  one 
defcription  of  Negroes,  namely,  the  Mundingoes.  Tliefe  Mun^ 
dingoes  were  fcattered  over  Africa  nearly  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  Jews  over  Europe  and  other  parts  of  the  world  ;  and  they 
were  in  faft  the  principnl  ilave  merchants  of  the  country,  foliow- 
ing  ihat  line  of  life  as  a  diftintl  occupation  or  trade.  Thofe  of 
the  Mundingoes,  to  whom  J  allude  at  prefent,  were  fuppofed  to 
refide  high  in  the  interior  country,  and  not  far  from  the  river 
Gambia.  From  their  haJiitations  in  thefe  parts  they  travelled  an- 
nually tp  Bambarra,  fettlng  out  at  fuch  a  feafon^of  the  year  as 
they  calculated  would  give  them  fufficieru^  time  to  reach  that 
region,  to  make  tlicir  bargains  for  Haves  there,  and  to  arrive 
^vith  their  refpcdivc  purchafes  in  the  jnontU  of  O^^tober  at 
.Galam.* 

The  defcription  of  the  dale  of  ftxnciy  docs  not  lead  us  to 
think  the  exchange,  which  fiaves  are  obiiged  to  make,  a  very 
great  evil.  When  driven  to  the  woods,  after  the  great  pillage, 
they  arc  faid  to  return,  even  after  fome  years,  with  eagernefs  to 
their  old  habitations  j  nor  is  this  furprifing,  when  we  find 
that  their  fituation  is  ufually  fixed  by  the  vicinity  of  water  and 
x)f  fertile  ground.  The  manufacturers  are  alnioll  wholly  iti- 
nerant?; and,  among  this  clafs  are  comedians  or  rather  bufr 
I'oons,  and  conjurors,  who  alfo,  in  turn,  become  manufatlu- 
rers.  The  boats  are  built  at  fome  dillance  inland.  The  go- 
vernment is  monarcliicai ;  but  the  king,  it  is  obferv.ed^  poilelies 
no  very  confiderable  power,  except  It  be  to  briijg  offenders  to 
jultice  :  even  the  flaves  in  Africa  are  fa-id  to  be  treated  with 
great  humanity  and  kindncfs.  In  general  their  mode  of  life 
greatly  refembles  that  of  tribes,  who  have  made  little  advances 
in  knowledge,  in  procuring  the  convenicncies  and  luxuries'of 
life.  . 
The  laft  Letter  cont'ainsthc  confcquences  drawn  from  the  for- 
mer account :  they  on  the  whole  amount  to  this,  that  the  trade 
ought  to  be  abolifhed.  But  this  fubjecl,  we  have  alreadv  faid 
we  cannot  enlarge  on  at  prefent.  Nothing,  however,  in  thefe 
I^etters,  greatly  influences)  our  former  opinion  j  for  we  confider 
it  as  unjull  to  drag  any  perfon  from  their  own  country,  their 
own  habits,  and  their  own  friendvS,  if  we  were  certain  that  their 
happinefs  '-vould  be  augmented  by  it.  V/e  fbill  think  it  fo  ;  and 
will  you,  it  may  be  replied,  fupport  an  unjufl  trade  ?  We 
would  not,  if  it  could  be  abolifhed  without  greater  injuflice. 
At  prefent,  llavery  is  greatly  alleviated:  the  meafures  no\y 
•adopted  will  ihow  whether  the  American  illands  can  be  fupr 
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ivMcii  without  farther  importations,  and  will-  probably  lead  ta 
c  trial  of  other  means  of  cultivating  the  fugar-cane.     At  the 
'lit  moment,  when  the  meafurc  appears  no  longer  cruel  t(> 
ir  Givn  countrymen,  we  ihall  eagerly  recommend  it. 

:  ^he  Defer ipt ions  and  Charaiicrs  of  the  different  D'lfeafes  of  the 
Human  Body  ;  to  ivhich  is  added  an  Arrangement  of  the  Afedt- 
c'incsajid  Preparations  in  the  London  Pharmacopeias-according  t9 
their  re/pcdive  Virtues :  beitig  the  firfi  Folume  of  the  Frank" 
lincan  Improvement  of  Medicine.  By  George  Edzuards,  M.D* 
\to»     10$,  td.     Boards,     Ridgway.      1 791. 

'T^HE  Franklinean  improvement  of  medicine  for  a  time  per-* 
-*■  plexed  us.  We  knew  not  that  Dr.  Franklin  was  a  phy^ 
fician ;  we  had  never  heard  of  any  fyilem  dignified  with  his 
lame,  except  the  oppofite  flate  of  furfaces  of  the  Leyden  phiaL 
?erhaps  a  pofitive  and  negative  electricity  was  to  be  introdu- 
ced into  the  theory  of  medicine,  to  account  for  the  different 
Rates  of  flhenic  and  afthenic  diathefisj  nor  fhould  we  be  fur- 
prifed  that  fome  ingertiaus  and  enterprifing  phyfician  had  un- 
dertaken to  build  a  fyilem  on  this  foundation.  But  that  Dr. 
Edwards,  whom  we  had  ufually  met  in  the  field  of  politics, 
had  undertaken  the  talk,  was  not  probable,  though  the  mere 
conftruftion  of  a  fyftem  is  the  ufual  refult  of  little  knowledge 
and  lefs  accuracy,  which  enable  tlie  author  to  fee  fome  ftriking 
points^  the  projecling  capes  and  headlands,  but  conceal  the 
numerous  difficulties,  the  fhoab,  and  cjulckfands  of  the  coaft. 
The  myftery,  however,  fooii  vanished.  Dr.  Franklin  was  only 
conne£led  with  this  fyftem  by  name  :  we  knew  nothing  of  it  5 
It  had  no  conneClion  with  his  peculiar  opinions  in  philofophy. 
In  an  attentive  and  enquiring  age,  he  had  fuppofed,  that  medi- 
cine would,  in  its  turn,  engage  the  attention,  and  might  be 
benefited  by  the  improvements.  This  predi£lion  Dr.  Edwards 
feized,  and  fuppofed  himfelf  the  child  of  promife,  the  perfoii. 
by  whom  this  prediction  is  to  be  fulfilled.  Of  the  propriety 
of  this  opinion,  however,  we  cannot  yet  judge,  for  the  fir  ft  part 
of  this  new  fyftem  is  only  in  our  hands,  and  it  is  the  part  in 
which  noimpro%'ement  has  been  made;  no  great  improvement 
can  be  made,  but  from  an  extenfive  and  continued  practice  ; 
neither  of  thefe  appear  to  have  been  Dr.  Edwards's  lot. 

•  In  the  work  at  large  the  Franklinean  improvement  of  medi- 
cine is  better  undcrllood,  and  explained,  as  one  of  thofe  great  and 
interelling  national  improvements,  and  divine  bleflings,  which 
were  at  the  Creadon  intended  by  God  for  the  welfare  and  happi- 
nefu  of  rociety  ;  but  which,  from  their  magnitude  and  extent,  and 
the  arduous  nature  of  their  fubjeds,  cannot  be  brought  forward s; 
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in  an  adequate  ftate  of  perfedion,  without  the  aids  of  fuch  per- 
(bnal  exertions  and  means,  as  private  individuals  cannot  be  ex- 
pected to  make  and  afford  for  the  benefit  of  the  community.  For 
public  afli fiance  is  abfolutely  necefTary  to  inftitute  and  complete 
thofe  improvements,  and  todiilribuie  their  bleflings,  according  to 
divine  intention,  through  fociety  for  the  benefit  of  mankind  in  ge- 
neral.* 

The  author  thinks  that  the  whole  undertaking  is  too  exten- 
five  for  a  private  individual,  and  that  fome  years  will  probably 
clapfc,  before  he  can  pubiifh  a  fecond  or  a  third  volume. 
This  is  certainly  true,  for  what  is  the  undertaking  ?  to  improve 
medicine  and  to  bring  it  in  fome  meafure  to  a  certainty.  The 
defeats  of  his  work  he  has  promifed  to  fupply  in  the  future 
volume^:  as  he  fccms  confcious  of  thera,  we  Ihall  add  no  further 
obfcrvations  on  the  fubject. 

The  prefent  volume,  he  remarks,  is  a  fyftem  of  Nofology  ; 
and  the  obje£lions  which  have  been  made  to  Nofology  are  not, 
lie  obferves,  fo  much  to  the  attempt,  as  to  the  conduct  of  No- 
fologifts.  In  Dr.  Cullen's  fyflem,  '  it  is  wholly  diveflcd  of  the 
refpe£t  and  majefly  wliich  it  juftly  claims'  not  only  from  the 
concifencfs  of  the  definitions,  but  from  the  too  nice  affecta- 
tion of  order  and  method.  As  we  ftrongly  fufpeCl  our  author 
to  have  been  a  pupil  of  Dr.  Cullen,  we  fhould  have  fupj^fed 
that  he  had  learnt  from  his  mailer  the  end  and  obje£l  of  Nofo- 
logy, as  well  as  the  utility  of  definitions.  The  end  to  be  chiefly 
attained  by  the  latter  is,  the  dIftin6lion  of  genera ;  and  every 
unnecefTary  fymptom  added,  is  a  ufelefi  incumbrance.  We 
would  recommend  to  our  author  once  again  to  perufe  the  pre- 
face to  the  lait  edition  of  Cullen's  Nofology,  for  it  is  too  ex- 
tenfive  a  fubjecSl  for  the  prefent  article. 

In  Dr.  Edwards*  work  the  arrangement  is  in  fome  meafure 
new,  and  the  definitions  are  fiiort  defcriptions,  in  Latin,  fome- 
times  pure  and  elegant,  but  occafionally  obfcure  and  affe£led. 
His  dalles  are  fifteen  in  number,  approaching  nearer  to  the  fyf-^ 
terns  of  Sauvages  and  Vogel  than  to  thofe  of  other  Nofolo- 
gifts.  It  is  of  little  importance  to  tranfcribe  the  titles,  as  the 
difeafes  under  each  head  are  not  very  ftri6liy  conne£led  with 
the  clafs ;  and  no  orders  are  inferted.  Thus,  hot  to  enumerate 
other  examples,  the  phyfconia  vera,  including  a  natural  enlarge- 
ment of  fome  parts  of  the  body,  is  confidered  among  the  topical 
inflammations ;  and  the  general  inflammations  form  another 
clafs,  though  they  are  often  topical ;  while  the  topical  ones 
are  often  conneCled  with  general  diathefis.  W^e  Ihall  it\c6k 
the  account  of  peripneumony  and  pleurify,  which  our  author 
has  feparated :  our  medical  readers  will  determine  how  far 
thefe  chara^^era  afiill  the  diftindion  of  two  difeafes  often  con- 
founded* 
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founded.     The  decubitis  difficilis,  they  will  obferve,  is  wholly- 
omitted. 

*  Gen.  LI.  Peripneumonia,  Ea  eft  topica  phlegmonodea  infiam- 
natio,  quae  plerumque  in  una  pulmonum  parte,  intcrdum  in  pla- 
ribus  conftat ;  fimul  ei  fubfunt  afFefts:  partis  dolor  continuus,  et 
is  obtufus,  et  interdum  obfcarus;  fumma  dyfpn?ea,  et  refpiratio 
frequens  celer  et  erefta  ;  ingens  pe<5loris  plenitude,  gravitas,  et 
oppreflio,  inquietude,  et  anxietas  circa  prsecordia  ;  fepe  varia  ca- 
tarrhi  fymptomata,  faepe  tuffis,  et  ea  plerumque  humida,  faepe  era- 
enta  nee  rare  copiofa  ex  creatio,  interdum  critica ;  et  iimplex pyrexia, 
fspe  fimulcum  turbida  urina.  Pulfus  eft  frequens  mollis,  nunquam 
plenus  vel  fortis,  interdum  parvus  et  irregularis,  interdum  redu- 
plicatus;  ac  pyrexia  interdum  cum  febre  mifcetur.  Sequels  fiunt 
varia:,  et  eas  fxpe  fatales,  an  oftendunt  obilrudum  fanguinis  vel 
lymphae  ex  capite  reditum,  an  funt  funefta:  refpjrationis  anguilix, 
an,  uti  faepe  fit,  perimunt  pulmonum  apoftema,  interdum  gan- 
grcena. 

*  Morbi  varietates  conftant,  quo  modo  is  faepe  plaritidi,  imo 
catarrho  jungitur. 

*  Gen.  LII.  Pleuritis.  Ea  eft  inflammatio  vel  coftalis  vel  pul- 
monalis  pleurae  topica,  acuta  phlegmonodea  :  et  ei  conftant  dolor 
a  latere  fixus,  continuus,  acutus,  nullum  amplum  occupans  fpa- 
tium,  ex  infpiratione  plurimum  auflus,  ni  expiratione  minor  |  fum- 
ma  dyfpnaea,  fsepe  orthopnea,  brevis  celer  infpiratio  tardior  ex- 
fpiratio;  ad  dolorum  infpiratione  audlum  levandum,  thorax  ccgri 
voluntate  minime  motus,  at  mufculi  diaphragma  et  abdomlnalea 
pracipue  ad  refpirationem  exercitati ;  faspe  tuifis,  et  fspe  dolen* 
tifiima,  initio  plerumque  ficca,  pcftea  huniida,  aliquando  cruenta  ; 
interdum  talis  exfcreatio,  qualis  inc.idit  in  peripneumonia;  faspe  ia 
latus  afFedum  difficilis  decubitus  ;  et  inflammatoria  pyrexia,  et  ea 
quam  maxime  acuta.  In  pleuritide  pulfuo  eft  quam  frequens  ple- 
nus, fortis,  et  durus  ;  et  fangiiis  emiiTus  plerumque  notabiliter  co- 
riaeeam  oftcndit  fuperficiem.  Morbis  mitior  eft,  cum  fpurias  cof- 
tas  occupat,  et  turn  femper  bene  dignofcendus  eft  inter  levioris 
plcuritidis  fimulationem,  quam  fingit  viciniae  inflammatio  intra  ab- 
domen exorta.  Sequelse  faepe  funt  variaj,  et  ese  fatales,  an  ol]:sn- 
dunt  fanguinis  reditum,  obliruclum,  an  funt  funeftse  refpirationis 
anguftize,  an  apollemata,  vel  gangrcena.* 

Of  the  Latin  our  author  tells  us,  that  the  perfon  who  reads 
five  pages  will  readily  underftand  the  whole :  though  we  had 
read  54  pages,  at  the  place  where  our  extract  begins,  we  did 
not,  however,  find  it  fo  eafy.  "VVe  prefume  our  aiithor  did  not 
mean  that  five  pages  contained  the  fubftance  of  the  whole. 

The  Xlth  clafs,  in  the  clavis  claiTium,  is  entitled  '  res  ex- 
ternae*  —  in  the  work,  it  is  diathefes  dolentes  j  and,  as  our  author 
confidered  hi«  ehief  merit  to  depend  on  his  conduct  refpe6ting 
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thefe  difeafes,  we  looked  at  it  with  fame  attentson.  It  con-*' 
tains  gout,  of  which  a  long  and  fufficiently  accurate  defcrip- 
tion  \s  added  J  the  rheumatifm,  of  which  three  fpecies  arc 
mentioned,  the  taft  of  which,  rheumatifmus  he6licus,  is  by  no 
means  properly  arranged  with  the  other  kinds ;  the  wandering! 
pajns  oi  old  age,  which  do  not  form  a  difeafe*,  dolor  topicusjp 
which  comprehends  pains  of  every  kind-,  puerperal  pains,  which 
are  the  early  grinding  pains,  or  the  fubfequent  ones,  from  the 
difcharge  of  blood  •,  and  laftly  hyflcria  I  It  is  impoffible  to  form 
a  coUefiion  of  difeafes  fo  improper,  and  incorrect  in  the  ge- 
neral arrangement,  and  particular  conflru£l:ion  of  genera- 
Similar  errors  occur  in  every  part  of  the  work  :  it  pan  fcarcely 
be  expected,  therefore,  that  we  fliould  examine  it  more  mi- 
nutely. • 

The  arrangement  of  the  materia  medlca,  and  theformuliti  of 
the  London  Pharmacopeia,  offer  no  very  particular  fubjc61:  of 
remark.  It  is  divided  into  twelve  clafTes,  viz.  ftimulantia,  fe- 
dativa,  ant!fpafmx)dica,  narcotica,  allringentia,  corroborantia', 
Telaxainia,  evacuantia,  defendentia,  alkaHna,  anthclmintica, 
pcrdentia.  Of  the  accuracy  of  our  author's  arrangement,  the 
reader  will  judge  when  we  obferve,  that  glafs  of  antimony  is 
placed  among  the  relaxants,  the  tanfey  and  dandelion  among 
the  tonics.  In  general,  however,  the  errors  in  this  part  are 
not  numerous. 

To  this  hrft  volume  is  prefixed  an  adorefs  taken  from  the  au- 
thor's work  entitled  *  the  Difcovcry  of  the  eighteenth  Century.' 
In  this  he  propofcs  that  fyllems  of  medicine  fliouId  be  written, 
and  no  one  permitted  to  pra£life  who  had  not  read  them.  It 
may  be  a  ufeful  plan,  for  fome  are  permitted  to  pra6life  who 
have  never  read  at  all.  If  we  are,  however,  confulted  on  the 
iubjeft,  we  fliall  advife  that  thefe  fyflems  he  not  the  produc- 
tions of  Dr.  George  Edwards. 


"Triivels  of  Anacharfis  the  Toungcr  hi  Greece,  durmg  the  Middle 
cf  the  fourth  Century  before  the  Chriftian  jEja.  By  the 
j4bbe  Barthelcmi,  Tranjlated  fr^m  the  French.  (Continued 
from  ^.49.) 

THE  difcourfes  of  philofophy  Were  interrupted  by  the  re- 
turning period  of  the  g:»mes  of  Deios,.  v/hen  every  boat 
hurries  away  to  the  illand,  defended  only  by  the  prefence  ©f 
Apollo,  and  to  the  altar  compofed  of  the  horns  of  the  animals 
killed  by  Diana,  artfully  interwoven.  Anacharfis  went  with 
the  crowd  and  the  travellers,  admired  the  ftatue  of  the  god, 
the  facred  palm,  which  firft  fupporte^l  Latona  when  flie  brought 
forth  the  tutelary  divinities  of  the  illand,  and  the  palm-tree  of 
bronze,  the  workmanfiiip  of  which  is  equally  precious  with 
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tne  materials.  But  tliey  here  met  with  Philoclcs,  to  whom 
they  were  recommended  for  protection  and  afliltance;  they 
fee,  with  equal  admiration  and  afFetVion,  his  daughter  Ifmcne, 
whofe  marriage  with  Theagenes  was  approachmg.  Ifmene 
fmgs,  for  their  entertainment,  of  the  diftrefs  of  Latona,  of 
the  origin  of  Delos,  and  of  the  perpetual  fpring  granted  to 
the  ifland,  in  return  for  its  reception  and  prote£lion  of  the 
mother  of  Apollo  and  Diana.  Philotas  and  I,  fays  Anachar- 
fis,  repeatedly  interrupted  her  by  exclamations  of  admiration ; 
I^hilocles  and  Leucippe  lavifhed  on  her  marks  of  tendernefs, 
that  delighted  her  ftill  more  than  our  praifes  ;  Theagenes  lif- 
tcned  and  was  fiknt. 

'  At  length  the  day  arrived  which  had  been  expefled  with  {o 
much  impatience.  The  morning  faintly  indicated  in  the  horizon  the 
courfe  of  the  fun,  when  we  arrived  at  the  foot  of  Cynthus.  This 
mountain  is  but  of  a  moderate  height.  It  is  a  block  of  granite, 
of  different  colours,  and  containing  pieces  of  a  blackifh  and  ihin- 
ing  talc;  From  its  top  a  furprifmg  number  of  iflands  of  various 
fizes  are  difcoverable.  They  are  difperfed  in  the  mid  ft  of  the 
ocean,  in  the  fame  beautiful  diforder  as  the  ftars  are  fcattered  in 
the  heavens.  The  eye  runs  over  them  with  avidity,  and  feeks  them 
again  after  having  loft  them.  Sometimes  it  wanders  with  pleafure  in 
the  channels  which  feparate  them  from  each  other,  and  fometimes 
llowly  meafures  the  lakes  and  liquid  plains  which  they  embrace  : 
ft>r  we  do  riot  here  view  one  of  thofe  boundlefs  feas  where  the 
imagination  is  no  Icfs  overwhelmed  than  aftoniflied  by  the  grandeur 
of  the  fcene  ;  and  where  the  difquieted  mind,  fceking  repofe  on 
all  fides,  only  finds  every  where  one  vaft  folituds  which  fills  it  with 
melancholy,  and  one  immenfe  fpace  by  which  it  is  confounded. 
Here  the  bofom  cf  the  waves  is  become  the  habitation  of 'mor- 
tals. We  behold  a  city  fcattered  over  the  furface  of  the  fea;  and 
view  the  piiflure  of  Egypt  when  the  Nile  has  inundated  the  plains^ 
and  appears  to  bear  on  its  waters  the  hills  which  afford  a  retreat 
to  the  inhabitants.' 

From  this  fpot  Philocles  points  out  to  the;  Scythian  the  dif- 
ferent iflands,  and  enlivens  the  defcription  of  each  by  a  fhorc 
hiftory  of  the  events  connedled  with  it,  and  a  comprehenfive 
account  of  the  famous  men  each  had  produced :  that  of  Si- 
monides  is  particularly  pleafmg  and  interefting.  The  games 
follow  5  but  we  prefer  rather  enlarging  on  the  fubfequent  chap- 
ter, for  ancient  games  have  often  been  defcribed  in  our  own 
language.  The  marriage-ceremony  of  Theagenes  and  Ifmene 
was  celebrated  as  foon  as  the  crowd  had  forfaken  Delos.  The 
inilrument  of  marriage  was  fimple ;  and,  as  Theagenes  was 
related  to  Ifmene,  confilled  only  in  mentioning  a  law  of  So- 
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Ion,  which,  to  prevent  the  property  of  a  family  from  being 
carried  out  of  it,  enacls  that  heireffis  fhall  marry  their  neareft 
kinfmen.  The  bride  and  bridegroom  were  received  at  the 
gate  of  the  temple  by  a  prieft,  who  prefented  to  each  a  branch 
of  ivy,  a  fymbol  of  the  bonds  by  which  they  were  to  be  for 
ever  united.  They  were  then  conduced  to  the  altar,  where 
a  victim  was  offered  to  appeafe  Pallas  and  Diana,  the  fuppofed 
enemies  of  marriage.  With  different  views  they  invoked  Ju- 
piter and  Juno,  the  Parcx,  the  Graces,  and  Venus  herfelf. 
The  lovers  then  depofited  each  a  lock  of  hair  on  the  tomb  of 
the  laft  Theori  (facred  embalTadors,  who  were  appointed  to 
offer  facrifices  in  the  name  of  a  city)  of  the  Hyperboreans. 
That  of  Theagcnes  was  wound  about  a  handful  of  grafs,  a 
fymbol  of  his  future  occupation  in  the  field*,  the  lock  of  Ifmenc 
furrounded  a  fpindle,  the  initrument  of  the  future  houfewife. 
Philocles  then  joined  the  hands  of  Theagenes  and  Ifmene,  fay- 
ing, *  I  beflow  on  you  my  daughter,  that  you  may  give  legiti- 
mate citizens  to  the  republic'  The  bride  and  bridegroom 
fwore  to  each  other  inviolable  fidelity,  and  their  pal^ent9  hav- 
ing received  their  oaths,  ratified  them  with  frefh  facrifices. 
The  Hymenxal  hymn  was  fung  by  the  Theoria  of  Corinth. 

**  We  are  in  the  fpring  of  our  years ;  we  are  the  faireft  of  the 
maidens  of  Corir.th  ;  fo  renowned  for  their  beauty ;  yet  is  there 
not  one  of  us,  O  Ifmene  !  whofc  charms  can  compare  to  thine. 
Lighter  than  the  Theffalian  courfer,  exalicd  above  her  companions 
like  the  lily,  the  pride  of  the  garde*:!,  Ifmene  is  the  ornament  of 
Greece.  All  the  loves  are  enthroned  in  her  eyes,  and  all  the  arts 
live  under  her  fingers.  O  maid  1  O  charming  woman!  to-mor- 
row will  we  repair  to  the  enamelled  mead,  and  cull  flowers  to  com- 
pofe  for  thee  a  crown  :  we  will  hang  it  on  the  mod  beautiful  of 
the  neighbouring  plane  trees,  under  the  fhade  of  which  we  will 
pour  forth  perfumes  in  thy  honour,  and  on  its  bark  we  will  infcribe 
thefe  words  :  OJ^er  to  me  your  incenfCy  for  I  am  the  tree  of  Ifmene  ; 
we  falute  thee,  happy  bride  I  we  falute  thee,  happy  bridegroom  1 
May  Latona  give  you  fons  who  fhall  refemble  you.  May  Venus 
ever  animate  you  with  her  fires.  May  Jupiter  beflow  on  your 
children's  children  the  felicity  which  furround  you.  Repofe  in 
the  bofom  of  pleafure,  and  henceforth  breathe  only  the  moll  tender 
love.  We  will  return  with  the  morning's  dawn,  and  again  will 
we  fmg:  O  Hymen,  Hymen^eus,  Hymen  !" 

•  The  next  day,  as  foon  as  it  was  light,  we  repaired  to  the 
fame  place,  and  heard  the  maidens  of  Corinth  ling  the  following 
hymeneal : 

'  We  celebrate  you  in  our  fongs,  O  Venus,  ornament  of  Olym- 
pus 1  Love,  the  delight  of  the  earth  !  and  thou,  O  Hyipen,  fource 
of  Life  I  we  celebrate  you  in  our  fong,  Love,  Hymen,  Venus  \ 

O  Thea- 
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O  Theagenes,  awake  !  turn  your  tycs  oti  yoUr  Love.  Youthful 
favourite  of  Venus,  happy  and  worthy  hufband  of  Ifmene ;  O 
Theagenes,  awake  !  tarn  your  eyes  on  your  fpoufc  ;  .furvey  the 
fplendour  of  her  beauty,  the  animated  freflinefs  which  embeUi'fhes 
all  her  charms.  The  rofe  is  the  queen  of  flowers,  Ifmene  is  the 
<jueen  of  beauties. — Already  her  trembling  eyelid  opens  to  the 
rays  of  the  fun.  O  Theagenes !  happy  and  worthy  hufband  of 
Ifmene,  awake '.' 

Philocles  joined  a  heart  of  exquifite  fenfibility  to  profound 
knowledge,  drawn  from  the  philofophy  of  Greece,  and  en- 
nched  with  his  own  refle£tions.  One  day,  while  our  travellers 
Were  wandering  over  the  ifland,  they  found  on  a  little  temple  ^o£ 
Xatona  the  following  infcription.  '  Nothing  is  more  excellent 
tjian  juftice,  more  to  be  defired  than  health,  or  more  delightful 
than  the  pofleliion  of  the  obje£l:  that  we  love.*  The  terms  were 
cenfured,  faid  the  Scythian,  by  Ariftotle  in  ourprefence:  all  the 
qualifications  point  only  to  happinefs.  This,  obferved  Phi- 
locles, is  a  fubje£t  little  underftood:  its  foundation,  in  the 
opinion  of  different  perfons,  refts  on  various  objedts.  But  the 
greater  number  do  not  depend  wholly  on  ourfelves,  and  to- 
gether they  do  not  always  fill  the  mind,  fo  that  they  do  not 
tonftitute  the  eflence  of  happinefs  to  every  individual ;  and  the 
whole  purfuit  feems  to  be  vifionary,  fince  the  author  of  nature 
has  mixed  good  with  evil.  The  young  Lyfis  prefTed  Philocles 
to  tell  him  how  he  attained  his  prefent  tranquil  ftate,  which, 
he  could  not  probably  fecure  without  numerous  trials  and  er=- 
tors ;  Philocles  was  by  this  means  induced  to  give  an  intereil- 
ang  narrative  of  his  life.  We  muft  confine  ourfelves  to  a  ftiort 
abftra£t.  He  began  with  the  noble  candour  and  unfufpedting 
generofity  of  ydutli,  and  was  difappointed :  the  oppofite  ftate 
ojf  mind,  which  his  difappointment  occafioned,  foon  difgufted 
Jbim.  He  tried  all  things,  and,  like  Solomon,  found  all  va- 
nity. "When  in  Egypt,  he  met  with  a  prieft  who,  after  wear** 
ing  out  his  life  in  inveftigating  tlie  origin  and  termination  of 
all  fublunary  things,  faid  with  a  figh,  *  Woe  to  him  that  at- 
)tempts  to  lilt  up  the  veil  of  nature.' — And  I  will  fay,  woe  to 
^^e  man  who  (hall  draw  afide  the  veil  of  fociety. — Woe  to  him 
who  fhall  refufe  to  yield  to  that  theatrical  illufion,  which  our 
prejudices  and  neceflities  have  difFufed  over  every  obje£l:.  Soon 
/hall  his  foul,  enfeebled  and  languifliing,  lofe  its  powers,  even 
during  its  prefent  exiftence  in  this  life  *.'  An  excellent  prac- 
tical comment  follows :  the  excefs  of  reafon  and  virtue  is  al- 


♦  We  have  altered  a  word  or  two  in  the  tranflatior,  by  comparing  it  wiUx 
fht  original,  to  the  m-eaning  of  which  we  have  not  only  adhered  more  clofefy, 
^ut  rendered  the  icAtence  i»oreinteliig^b,Ie. 
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moft  as  dangerous  as  cxcefs  in  pleafures :  nature  has  given  C^ 
propenfities,  which  it  is  as  dangerous  to  extinguiih  as  to  ex- 
haufl:  by  immoderate  gratifications  ;  fociety  has  claims  on  our 
fer>'ices,  and  we  ought  to  labour  to  acquire  its  efteem.  Our 
author  purfues  thefe  reflections  with  great  judgment  and  fuc- 
cefs,  '  I  fhall  continue  to  fuggeft  to  you,  he  adds,  common 
truths;  and  if  they  were  different,  they  would  fearcely  be  fo 
ufeful/  He  then  fpeaks  of  friendfhip  with  an  eager  enthufiafm. 
It  was,  he  adds,  in  a  nation  already  corrupted,  that  the  fol- 
lowing maxim  was  promulgated.  ^  Love  your  friends,  as  if 
you  were  at  a  future  period  to  hate  them  :*  the  more  amiable; 
perhaps  the  more  ancient  one  was — *  Hate  your  enemies,  as  if 
ycu  were  at  a  future  period  to  love  them.' — The  conclufion  of 
the  whole,  to  which  we  unwillingly  haften,  is  excellent.  '  It 
is  in  th«  heart  that  every  man  refides,  and  there  alone  muft  he 
feek  his  tranquillity  and  happinefs.* 

The  converfation  \^*as  interrupted  by  the  appearance  of  De- 
mophon,  whom  our  travellers  law  eagerly  talking  to  a  philo- 
fopher  of  the  Elean  fchool.  He  afked  the  fubjecSt  of  their  ar- 
gument, and,  when  he  had  heard  it,  faid, — *  Seek  for  happi- 
nefs only  in  yourfelves.  I  had  ftill  fome  doubts ;  but  they  are 
now  removed :  I  maintain  that  there  are  no  gods,  or  diat  they 
have  no  concern  with  human  affairs.*  This  abrupt  d'^claratiort 
introduces  an  admirable  converfation  on  religious  opinions.  It 
is  a  very  ufeful  abflracfl  of  the  different  arguments  to  guard 
againil  error,  to  defend  religion  from  the  doubts  of  fcepticifm^ 
the  follies  and  abfirrdities  af  credulity  and  atheifm.  Philocles, 
with  calmnefs  and  candour,  leads  him  into  a  declaration  and 
defence  of  his  principles.  Nature  and  chance,  fays  he,  have 
arranged  in  order  all  the  parts  of  the  univerfe,  and  the  policy 
of  legiflators  has  fubje£ted  focieties  to  laws.  Philocles  pro- 
perly obferv^s,  that  this  view  may  alleviate  the  remorfe  of  the 
guilty,  without  encouraging  virtue ;  and  he  fuppofes  th^it  if 
to  a  people,  who  knew  not  of  the  Divine  Being,  any  one  fhould 
explain  his  providence,  his  benevolence,  his  conftant  fuper- 
5ntenden-ce,  and  the  certainty  of  a  future  and  happier  ftate  of 
cxiftenc6,  all  the  good  and  virtuous  part  of  the  people  would 
proftrate  themfelves  at  the  feet  of  the  new  legiflator.  To  dif- 
prove  this,  if  it  were  capable  of  being  difproved,  would  waken 
them  from  a  pleafing  dream,  a  misfortune  which  Demophon 
propofes  to  relieve,  by  preaching  patience  and  refignation. 
Lee  us  go  on  with  Philocles*  reply. 

•■'  What  llrange  conrolation !  might  he  exclaim  :  T  am  bound 
down  with  bands  of  iron  on  the  rock  of  Prometheus ;  and  while 
the  vulture  is  tearing  my  entrails,  you  coldly  advife  me  to  reprefs 
^'\y  complainti).     Alas !  if  the  woes  I  endure  proceed  not  from  a 

hand 
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hand  which  I  may  at  once  reverence  and  love,  I  can  only  con/ider 
myfelf  as  the  fport  of  fortune,  and  the  fcorn  of  nature.  The  in- 
fed,  when  it  fuiFers,  at  leafl  has  not  caufe  to  blufh  at  the  triumph 
of  its  enemies,  nor  at  the  infult  offered  to  its  wesknefs.  But,  be- 
iides  the  evils  that  are  common  to  me  and  to  the  reptile,  I  pof- 
fefs  that  reafon  which  is  more  cruel  than  all  thefe,  and  which  in- 
ceffantly  renders  them  more  poignant  by  the  forefight  of  their  con- 
fequences,  and  the  comparifon  of  my  own  condition  with  that  of 
jny  fellow-beings. 

'  How  much  would  my  afHidlion  have  been  alleviated  by  that 
philofophy  which  you  have  treated  as  grof^  and  falfe  !  and  accord- 
ing to  which  nothing  happens  in  this  world  but  by  the  direction, 
or  with  the  permiflion  of  a  Supreme  Being.  I  fhould  have  been 
ignorant  why  he  had  ordained  me  to  be  unhappy  ;  but  iince  I 
ihould  have  believed  that  he,  beneath  whofe  hand  I  fuffered  was 
at  the  fame  time  the  author  of  my  exiftence  ;  I  fhould  have  found 
reafon  to  hope  that  he  would  foothe  the  bitternefs  of  my  pains, 
either  during  my  life  or  after  my  death.  And  how,  in  fa6l,  could 
it  be  poffible,  under  the  government  of  the  bell  of  matters,  at 
once  to  be  aduated  by  the  moft  exalted  hope,  and  to  be  wretched  ? 
Could  you,  DemophOn,  have  the  cruelty  to  reply  to  thefe  com^ 
plaints  by  an  infultin^  contemj)t,  or  by  frigid  pleafantries  /' 

■         ^    ■  ■■■ 

'  Uemophon,  But  I  Ihall  always  maintain  that  vigorous  minds, 
without  the  fear  of  the  gods,  or  the  hope  of  the  approbation  of 
ipen,  may  endure  with  refignation  all  the  perfecutions  of  fate,  and 
even  perform  the  moft  painful  afts  of  the  moll:  rigid  virtue. 

*  Philocles,  You  allow  then  that  our  prejudices  are  neceffary  to 
ihe  greater  part  of  the  human  race^;  and  on  this  point  you  agree 
with  all  legiflators.  Let  us  now  examine  if  they  would  not  alfo 
be  ufeful  to  thofe  privileged  minds  who  pretend  to  poflefs,  in  their 
virtues  alone,  an  invincible  ilrength.  You  are,  no  doubt,  of  this 
number ;  and,  as  you  can  reafon  clofely,  let  us  begin  with  com- 
paring  our  opinion  with  yours.  We  fay  that  men  owe  obedience 
to  laws  which  exifted  antecedently  to  every  human  inftitution. 
Thefe  laws,  proceeding  from  that  intelligence  \yhich  formed  and 
Hill  preferves  the  univerfc,  are  the  relations  which  we  bear  to  that 
jcxalted  being,  and  to  our  fellow- creatures.  We  violate  them  when  we 
commit  an  ad  of  injuftice,  and  offend  both  againfi  fociety,  and 
againll  the  firft  author  of  the  order  by  which  fociety  is  maintained. 

'  You  fay,  on  the  contrary,  the  right  of  the  ftrongeft  is  the 
only  notion  which  nature  has  engraven  in  my  heart.  The  diftinc- 
tion  between  jullice  and  injuftice,  virtue  and  vice,  originates  not 
from  her,  but  from  poiitive  laws.  My  adions,  indifferent  in  them- 
felves,  are  only  transformed  into  crimes  in  confequencc  of  the  ar- 
bitrary conventions  of  men. 

X  3  •  Ut 
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*  Let  us  now  fuppofe  that  we  both  atl  conformably  to  our  pnn4 
ciples  ;  and  that  we  are  placed  in  one  of  thofe  fituations,  in  whicK 
virtue,  furrounded  by  temptations,  has  need  of  her  utmoft  Ilrength. 
On  the  one  hand,  honours  and  riches,  and  twtx^;^  kind  of  influence, 
and  diilindion,  invite  ;  and,  on  the  other,  we  are  threatened  with 
the  lofs  of  life,  our  families  mull  be  abandoned  to  indigence,  an4 
our  memory  Higmatized  with  opprobr  um.  Choofe,  Demoplion  j 
you  are  only  required  to  commit  an  a£t  of  injuilice.  Obferve  that 
you  fliall  pofiefs  the  ring  which  rendered  Gyges  invifible;  I  mean 
that  the  author,  the  accomplice  of  your  crime,  {hall  be  a  thoufand 
times  more  intereiled  than  yourfelf  eternally  to  conceal  it.  But, 
even  though  it  fhould  be  difcovered,  what  have  you  to  dread  ? 
the  laws?  they  Ihall  be  filenced.  The  opinion  of  the  public? 
that  rnall  only  turn  againft  you  if  you  refill.  Are  you  awed  by 
the  bonds  which  unite  you  to  fociety?  that  fociety  itfelf  iis 
about  to  break  them,  by  abandoning  you  to  the  perfecution  of 
the  man  in  power.  By  the  remorfe  of  confcience  ?  mere  childifh 
prejudice !  which  mull  be  diffipated  when  you  Ihall  refledl  on  that 
maxim  of  your  writers  and  politicians,  that  the  juilice  or  injuftice  of 
an  adion  ought  only  to  be  ellimated  by  the  advantages  which  are 
derived  from  it.* 

Demophbn  urges  the  reftraints  which  the  love  of  order,  the 
beauty  of  virtue  and  felf-efteem,  would  produce.  To  this  Phi- 
locles  anfwers  with  fingular  propriety,  that  thefe  feeds,  which 
we  ourfelves  form,  are  weak  barriers,  and  contrafts  this  weak- 
nefs-with  the  invincible  power  of  other  motives.  Philoclcs 
indeed  allows  the  abfurdities  of  the  pagan  worfliip,  and  ex- 
plains, at  fome  length,  the  relations  between  the  divinity  and 
inan.  His  philofophy  is  that  of  Pythagoras ;  and  to  exculpate 
the  philofophers  of  Greece  from  the  imputation  of  the  caufe  of 
the  errors  of  Demophon,  he  brings'forward  young  Lyfis,  who 
had  been  inftru£led  in  their  opinions,  and  queflions  him  otl 
the  fubjeiSl.  His  anfwers  are  chiefly  a  fummary  of  the  doc-' 
ti*ines  of  Ariftotle  and  Plato,  with  a  little  artificial  colouring, 
carefully  preferving,  and  affiduoufly  bringing  forward,  every 
tenet  favourable  to  virtue,  and  to  the  purer  do£lrines  of  reli- 
gion. 

The  fecond  chapter  of  this  laft  volume  is  a  continuation  of 
the  Hbrary  of  Euclid.  Poetry,  in  all  its  branches,  is  the  fub- 
jecl  of-  this  difcourfe.  It  was  remarked  by  Lyfis  that  there 
w^re  a  much  greater  number  of  poetical  than  of  moral  works, 
the  fubje£l  of  the  third  chapter.  It  is,  fays  Euclid,  becaufe  a 
few 'books  only  are  neceflary  for  inftruftion,  and  many  for 
amufement :  our  duties  are  limited  ;  but  the  pleafures  of  the 
mind  are  boundlefs.  The  imagination  i%  liberal  and  fertile; 
the  reafon,  dry  and  barren,   communicates  only  the  feeble 
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lights  which  we  want  for  our  condmSl..  Poetry,  adds  Euclid, 
has  its  peculiar  language  and  condu(Sl.  In  the  epic  and  tragic 
poems,  fhe  imitates  an  acSlion  of  importance,  connects  all  the 
parts  as  (he  pleafes,  alters  hiftorical  fa£ls,  and  adds  others 
which  increafes  our  furprize  and  intereii.  Sometimes  the 
fable  or  the  conduit  of  the  adion  cofls  more  pains,  and  is 
more  honourable  to  the  poet  than  the  compofition  of  the 
verfes. 

The  other  kinds  of  poetry  do  jiot  require  fo  much  pains, 
though  the  poet  muft  always  difplay  fire  and  invention,  nor 
are  the  maxims  of  Theogens  and  Phocylides  poetical  works. 
The  language  of  poetry  mufl  be  rich  and  elegant :  in  her  hands 
are  all  the  colours  of  nature,  which  (he  is  permitted  to  employ, 
and  pardoned  if  fhe  fhould  occafionally  abufe  them.  Words 
fhe  lengthens  and  contracis  atpleafurcj  and,  when  language 
is  not  uifficiently  copious  to  exprefs  her  conceptions,  fhe  is 
allowed  to  enrich  it  by  new  words.  The  different  poets  are 
next  confidered,  and  not  only  thofe  whofe  works  we  poflefs, 
but  the  names  of  authors  occafionally  nnentioned,  and  whofe 
cxiftence  is  fabulous.  Arillotle  doubted  whether  fuch  a  poet 
as  Orpheus  ever  exifted ;  and,  in  our  review  of  Giiles'  Hiftory 
of  Greece,  we  found  the  claims  of  Linus  refting  on  a  very 
doubtful  foundation.  Homer  is  followed  by  numerous  commen- 
tators and  imitators;  but  the  latter,  faid  Euclid,  knew  nothing 
of  the  nature  of  epopeia  :  they  are  fplendid  only  by  the  light 
which  they  borrowed  from  Homer.  The  theatrical  pieces  in 
this  rich  colle<ftion  amounted  to  3000.  Euclid  had  coUecfbed 
,even  the  mimes,  and  points  out  particularly  thofe  of  Xenar- 
chus  and  Sophron  of  Syracufe:  the  latter  were  the  favourites 
of  Plato,  and  found  under  his  pillow  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
Thefe  mimes  v/e  lately  had  occafion  to  notice  very  particularly ; 
and  we  may  add  from  our  author,  there  feems  reafon  to  con- 
jedlure,  that  fome  of  the  poems  called  mimi  were  *  written  in 
the  manner  of  the  tales  of  Fontaine.'  The  obfervations  on 
the  elegy  we  fhall  tranfcribe, 

*  The  conftruflion  of  this  kind  ef  poetry  is  regularly  irregular: 
1  mean  that  verfes  of  fix  and  five  feet  fucceed  each  other  alternate. 
ly.  Its  ftyle  fhould  be  fimple;  for  a  heart  really  affli(5led  aims  not 
to  attrafl  our  admiration.  The  exprelTions  ihouM  fomeiimes  be 
ardent,  like  the  cinders  which  cover  a  devouring  fire,  but  fiiould 
not  burft  forth  into  the  exclamations  and  imprecations  of  defpair. 
Nothing  more  elfeftually  moves  compaffion  than  perfcifl  gentlenefs 
in  the  extremity  of  fuffering.  Would  you  wilh  for  the  model  of 
an  elegy,  equally  concife  and  aiFet^ing,  you  may  find  it  in  Eu- 
ripides. Andromache,  brought  into  Greece,  throws  herfelf  atthc 
feet  of  the  ftaiue  of  Thetes,  the  mother  of  Achilles.     She  docs 
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rot  complain  of  that  hero;  but,  at  the  remembrance  of  the  fatal 
day  on  which  ihe  favv  Hcflor  dragged  round  the  walls  of  Troy, 
her  eyes  overflow  with  tears.  She  accufes  Helen  as  the  caufe  of 
all  her  wees;  ftie  recalls  to  mind  the  cruel  perfeCutions  of  Hermione  ; 
and,  after  having  a  fecond  time  pronounced  the  name  of  her  huf- 
band,  fuffers  her  tears  to  flow  in  flill  more  copious  ftreams. 

*  The  elegy  may  foothe  our  forrows  when  we  are  in  misfortune, 
but  it  ought  to  infpire  us  with  courage  when  we  are  on  the  point 
of  being  attacked  by  calamity.  It  then  affumes  a  more  nervous 
tone,  and  employing  the  molJ  forcible  images,  compels  us  to  blufli 
r.t  our  cowardice,  and  envy  the  tears  flied  at  the  funeral  of  the  he- 
ro who  has  ficrinccd  his  life  in  the  ft^rvice  of  his  country. 

*  Thus  was  it  that  Tyrtsus  revived  the  drooping  ardour  of  the 
Spartans,  and  Callinus  infufcd  new  vigour  into  the  inhabitants  of 
Kphefus.  Uleie  are  their  elegies,  and  alfo  the  poem  entitled  Sa,- 
lamis,  which  Solon  compofcd  to  engage  the  Athenians  to  retake 
the  ifland  of  that  name. 

*  Wearied  at  length  with  lamenting  the  too  real  calamities  of 
humanity,  the  elegiac  poets  applied  themfclves  to  paint  the  gentler 
woes  of  love  ;  and  many  of  them  have  thus  acquired  a  celebrity 
which  they  have  reflc«^ed  on  their  miftrefles.  'J'he  charms  of 
Nanno  were  fung  by  Minnermus  of  Qolophon,  who  is  ranked 
among  the  moft  eminent  of  our  poets ;  and  the  beautiful  Battis  i^ 
daily  celebrated  by  Philetus  of  Cos,  who,  though  yet  young,  has 
defcrvedly  acquired  a  great  reputation.  It  is  faid  that  his  body  is 
fo  wafted  and  feeble,  that,  to  enable  himfelf  tq  withftand  the 
violenpe  of  the  wind,  he  is  obliged  ip  faften  plates  of  lead  to  his 
(hoes.  The  inhabitants  of  Cos,  elated  with  the  honour  his  poeti- 
cal fame  has  refleded  on  his  coiintry,  have  prefted  to  him,  under 
a  plafie-trce,  a  ftatue  of  bronze.' 

The  remarks  on  paftorals  and  dithyrambics  are  equally  juft 
and  valuabje;  nor  are  the  acroftics,  the  gryphi,  the  wings  and 
altars,  forgotten.  Lyfis,  with  the  ardour  of  youthful  impar 
ticnce  and  enthufiafm,  exclaims  in  favour  of  poetry,  to  pre- 
vent, if  poflible,  Euclid  from  fpeaking  flightly  of  it,  as  he  was 
fomctimcs  tempted  to  do,     ^ 

*  Fuclid  fmiled  at  this  fudden  tranfport ;  and  ftill  more  to  ex- 
pite  it,  replied — I  know  that  Plato*  fuperintended  a  part  of  your 
education :  can  you  have  forgotten  that  he  confidered  poetical 
f.ilions  as  falfe  and  dangerous  pidlures,  which,  by  degrading  the 
CJods  and  heroes,  only  j^refent  phantoms  of  virtue  to  our  imita- 
Vion. 

*  If  ifc  were  poffible  that  I  fhould  forget  Plato,  replied  Lyfis,  his 
writings  would  foon  again  recall  him  to  my  memory ;  but  I  mufi; 
Confcf§  that  I  fometimes  believe  I  am  convinced  by  the  ftrength  of 
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ifcis  reafoning,  when  I  am  only  captivated  by  the  charms  of  his 
poetical  ftyle.  At  other  times,  when  I  fee  him  employing  againft 
imagination  the  weapons  which  he  has  borrowed  from  it,  I  am 
lempted  to  accufe  him  of  ingratitude  and  perfidy.  Do  not  yoa 
believe,  faid  he  to  me,  that  the  firft  and  principal  objed  of  the 
poets  is  to  inilruft  us  in  our  duties  by  the  allurement  of  pleafure? 
1  anfwered,  fince  I  have  lived  among  enlightened  men,  and  ftudied 
the  condu6t  of  thofe  who  afpire  to  celebrity,  I  only  examine  what 
is  the  fecondary  motive  of  their  aftions,  for  the  firft  is  almoft  al- 
ways either  intereft  or  vanity.  But,  without  entering  into  thefc 
difcuflions,  I  will  tell  you  fimply  what  I  think: — Poets  wifh  to 
pleafe,  and  poetry  may  be  ufeful,' 

The  laft  part  of  the  library  which  our  travellers  noticed  was 
that  in  whith  the  works  of  morality  were  placed..  A  fyfteni 
of  morals,  fays  Euclid,  was  at  firft  only  a  colle£lion  of  maxims. 
Pythagoras  inveftigated  its  principles,  and  traced  them  in  their 
confequences.  After  his  time  the  Sophifts  doubted  of  the  mofl 
iifeful  truths,  and  we  are  indebted  to  Socrates  for  reje61:ing 
abftra^t  terms  and  trifling  difquifitions,  for  more  truly  valuable 
and  pra<Stical  principles.  As  the  abbe,  in  his  account  of  the 
education  of  the  Athenians,  endeavoured  to  explain  the  doc- 
trine of  Ariflotle,  he  confines  himfelf  in  this  place  to  the  col- 
le61:ion  of  fome  obfervations,  apparently  drawn  from  the  works 
of  the  library.  Nature,  he  obferves,  bellowed  only  on  man, 
for  his  prefervation,  the  palTions  of  delire  and  fear  j  but,  in 
focial  life,  the  pafTions  fhould  be  directed  to  the  prefervation 
of  others.  They  confequently  become  virtues,  and  are  dif^ 
tinguifhed  by  force,  juftice,  prudence,  and  temperance.  T!ic 
two  firft  are  of  the  moft  extenfive  utility :  the  two  others  more 
ufeful  to  the  individual.  In  a  climate,  where  the  imagination 
is  warm,  and  the  palTions  violent,  prudence  is  the  firft  quality 
of  the  mind,  and  temperance  the  firft  of  the  heart.  Lyfis  afks 
if  the  philofophers  are  not  fometimes  divided  on  the  fubjedt 
of  morals.  Yes,  adds  Euclid,  and  this  gives  him  occafion  to 
introduce  fome  of  their  particular  tenets,  and  he  concludes 
with  Ariilotle's  defcription  of  the  greatnefs  of  mind.  The 
Perfian  portrait  is  too  plealing  and  interefting  to  be  pafTed 
over. 

*  I  dedicate  to  the  confort  of  Arfames  that  homage  which  truth 
owe?  to  virtue.  To  defcribe  her  wit,  it  would  be  neceffary  to  pof-» 
fefs  as  much  as  herfelf ;  but  to  pourtray  her  heart,  her  wit  would 
not  fuffice ;  a  foul  of  equal  virtue  and  benevolence  would  be  re- 
quifite. 

'  Phedime  inftantaneoufly  difcerns  the  differences  and  relations 
pf  an  objed,  and  is  able  to  cxprefs  them  by  a  fingle  word.     She 
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fometimes  feems  to  recolleft  what  fhe  has  never  learned.  From  i. 
few  ideas  fhe  would  be  able  to  give  the  hiftory  of  the  wanderings 
©f  the  mind  ;  but  fhe  would  be  unable,  even  from  a  multiplicity 
of  examples,  to  give  that  of  the  wanderings  of  the  heart ;  her  own 
is  too  pure  and  fimple  ever  to  conceive  them. 

*  She  might  without  blufhing  contemplate  the  entire  feries  of 
her  thoughts  and  adions  during  her  whole  life.  Her  example 
proves  that  the  virtues  in  uniting  make  but  one ;  and  it  alfo  proves 
that  fttch  virtue  is  the  furell  means  of  acquiring  general  efteem 
without  exciting  envy. 

'  To  that  intrepid  fortitude  which  gives  energy  of  charafter, 
Ihe  adds  a  beneficence  equally  adive  and  inexhaultible ;  her  foul, 
ever  in  adion,  feems  only  to  exifl  for  the  happinefs  of  others. 

'  She  has  only  one  ambition;  that  of  giving  pleafure  to  her 
hulband.  If  in  her  youth,  any  one  had  extolled  the  beauties  of  her 
perfon,  and  thofe  good  qualities  of  which  I  have  endeavoured  to 
convey  a  feeble  idea,  fhe  would  have  felt  a  lefs  lively  fatisfadion, 
than  if  he  had  fpoken  to  her  of  Arfames.' 

The  laft  part  of  the  work  relates  to  the  defigns  of  Philip : 
thefe  are  apparent  extracts  from  the  Journal  of  Anacharfis. 
They  defcribe,  v/ith  great  force  and  propriety,  the  conduct  of 
Demollhenes,  and  the  fimple  dignity  of  Phocion. 

«  Philip  has  advanced  at  the  head  of  thirty  thoufand  foot,  and 
atlcaft  two  thoufand  horfe,  to  Cheronea  in  Baeotia:  he  is  not  more 
than  fevcn  hundred  itadia  diflant  from  Athens. 

*  Demofthenes  is  prefent  every  where  and  does  every  thing, 
H6  communicates  a  rapid  motion  to  the  affemblies  of  the  Bxotians, 
and  the  counfels  of  their  generals.  Never  has  eloquence  produced 
fuch  great  effedls :  fhe  has  excited  in  jail  minds  the  ardour  of  en- 
thufiafm  and  the  thirft  of  combats.  A.t  her  commanding  voice  the 
numerous  battahons  of  the  Achaeans,  the  Corinthians,  the  Leuca- 
dians,  and  feveral  other  Hates,  have  been  feen  to  advance  toward 
Baeotia,  on  which  country  aflonilhed  Greece  has  eagerly  fixed  her 
eyes,  in  anxious  expedation  of  the  event  that  is  to  decide  her  fate. 
Athens  is  alternately  agitated  by  all  the  convulfions  of  hope  and 
terror,  Phacion  is  calm  and  unmoved.  I  cannot  be  fo,  for  Phi- 
lotas  is  with  the  army.  Thisj  however,  is  faid  to  be  flronger 
than  that  of  Philip. 

*  The  battle  is  loft  ;  Philotas  is  killed;  I  have  no  longer  friends : 
Greece  is  no  more;  I  muft  return  to  Scythia.' 

Such  is  the  account  of  Greece,  fuppofed  to  be  related  by 
Anacharfis,  which  we  can  fcarcely  commend  too  highly,  or 
value  too  much.  But  to  repeat  the  commendations,  which 
we  gave  in  our  earlier  articles,  or  the  applaufe  which  we  have 
ciieajrfully  recorded  in  ourprogrefs,  would  detain  us  top  long, 
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and  woxrid  be  an  ufeiefs  addition.  The  various  tables  fubjoin-^ 
cd,  we  have  already  mentioned  in  the  fir  ft  o£  thefe  articles, 
Tol.  Lxviith.  The  additional  volume  of  the  maps  and  charts, 
which  are  not  copies,  btit  conftru6ted  for  the  ufe  of  this  work, 
will  furnifh  fome  remarks  •,  but  they  muft  be  the  fubje^l  of 
another  article. 

Original  Letters^  hy  the  Rev,  John  Wejley^  and   his  Friends^ 
illujirative  of  his  early  Hljlory,  with  other  curious  Papers^ 
communicated  by  the  late  Rev.  S.  Badcock.'     To  which  is  pre- 
fixed^ an  Jddrefs   to   the  Mcthodijis,     By  Jofeph  Priejiley, 
LL.D.  F,R.S'  i^c,     Svo,     ^s./ewed.     Johnfon.     17191. 

J  Lener  to  the  Rev,  Dr.  Priejlley,  refpe^irlg  Ms  late  Publica- 
tion of  Mr.  Wejles^s  Letter s\  and  c ant aini}\g  fome  Animad" 
vcrfions  on  his  Addrefs  to  the  Methodijls^  ^johich  he  has  prefix^ 
edto  tho/e  Letters.  By  Philalethes,  8t;^.  6d.  Matthews. 
1791. 

^XrE  confider  ihefe  two  works  together,  as  to  divide  them 
^  would  be  to  teak  a  fubje6l  which,  in  its  whole  extent,  is 
not  a  very  copious,  perhaps  not  a  very  important  one.  Dr. 
Prieftley  received  thefe  Letters  from  Mr.  Badcock,  to  whom 
they  were  entrufted  by  the  grand-daughter  of  Samuel,  elder 
brother  of  JohnWefley,  probably  with  a  View  to  their  public 
cation  after  the  deatb  of  John,  who  wifhed  greatly  to  obtain 
poiTefTion  of  them.  Dr.  Prieftley  tells  us,  that,  as  they  were 
not  private  papers,  but  public  ones,  tending  to  throw  fome 
light  on  the  principles  and  character  of  the  '  founder  of  a  new 
fe£l:,*  the  public  he  thought  was  interefted  in  them.  His  eor- 
refpondent  expoftulates  with  him  very  warmly  on  the  impro- 
priety of  the  publication  •,  and,  though  we  feel  very  fenfibly 
the  delicacy  due  to  the  wifhes  of  the  dead,  and  the  facred  nature 
of  a  friendly  and  fraternal  correfpondence,  yet  as  no  improper 
fecret  is  revealed,  the  charafter  of  no  individual  fufFers,  and 
the  early  life  of  a  very  pious  and  refpe<Sl:able  man,  as  well  as 
the  operations  of  the  human  mind,  in  a  very  particular  fitua^ 
tion,  are  elucidated,  we  cannot  but  approve  of  the  pubIi<:;fition. 
The  motives  which  Philalethes  alludes  to,  from  the  complexion 
of  the  addrefs  to  the  methodifts,  may  have  been  the  principle 
which  'a<£l:uated  the  editor.  But  this  is  facred  ground,  which 
we  have  always  trodden  with  diffidence  and  hefitation:  the 
motives  of  men  are  known  only  to  themfelves  and  to  God. 

*  We  fee  here  the  marks  of  that  ardent  and  determined  mind, 
which  nothing  could  (hake  from  its  purpofe,  and  that  principle  of 
the  appropriation  of  the  whole  of  his  time  to  one  great  object,  from 
which  nothing  wa«  ever  able  afterwards  to  divert  him,  leifurc  and 
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Jie,  as  he  fomevvhere  fays,  having  forever  taken  leave  of  each 
/other.  Perhaps  no  man  ever  trifled  lefs,  or,  gave  \t{s  time  to  any 
.thing  that  could  be  called  amufement,  than  Mr.  Wefley.  His 
whole  life  was  one  fcene  of  ferious  bufinefs,  of  one  kind  or  other, 
and  of  almoll  unr^m.itted  exertion  ;  but  which  ufe  made  perfeftly 
eafy  to  him,  fo  that  one  employment  ferved  to  relieve  another^ 
With  tbefe  extraordinary  qualities,  nothing  was  wanting  to  make 
him  one  of  the  firlfof  human  charadefs,  but  a  well  informed  mind, 
and  rational  principles  of  religion.  But  for  want  of  thefe,  how 
miferably  do  we,  in  thcfe  ^etjters,  fin4  him  bewildered  and  dif» 
treiTed  1* 

Nothing  can  be  more  juft  or  more  happily  exprefTed  tAaij 
this  general  charafter  ;  and  what  follows  refped:ing  t^e  in- 
ternal feelings,  and  the  idea,  not  confined  to  the  me-*nodiils, 
of  an  immediate  occafional  communication  with  Go^>  deferves 
l^reat  commendation.  We  cannot  fo  implicitly  follow  Dr. 
Prieftley  in  thinking  that  thefe  deviations  were  owing  to  the 
ilo(flrines  of  original  fin,  tlie  corruption  of  hu-man  nature,  &c, 
*fhe  Letters  themfelves  feem  to  fpeak  a  very  different  language. 
His  cafe  is  indeed  'particularly  ftriking,'  as  it  Ihows  'that 
neither  the  bell  natural  underftanding,  with  much  acquired 
knowledge,  nor  the  beft  difpofition  cultivated  with  the  greateCt 
care,  are  fufficient  guards  againft  this  fpecies  of  enthuliafm.' 

Perhaps,  on  a  future  occafion,  we  may  engage  in  a  more 
jpliilofophical  difcufiion  of  that  difeafe  of  the  human  mind| 
ilyled  enthufiafm.  It  is  enough  at  prefent  to  obferve,  that  it 
generally  arifes  from  a  pnnciple  that  is  laudable,  and  ideas,  oa 
rhe  whole,  juft.  When  afliftcd  by  a  warm  imagination,  in- 
tenfe  refledion,  or  frequent  recurrence,  unaccompanied  with 
thofe  ideas  ufually  connected  with  them,  the  balance,  formerly 
derived  from  afibciation,  is  loft ;  they  are  more  firmly  fixed, 
and  no  longer  regulated  in  their  inteafity  or  their  operation  by 
the  judgment.  Fancy  rules  and  embodies  its  vifionary  forms 
without  controuL  In  the  family  of  Mr.  Weiley,  enthufiafm, 
or  rather  that  degree  of  it  which  gave  to  particular  do6trines 
more  than  their  ufual  influence,  feems  to  have  been  an  heredi- 
tary difeafe.  In  the  early  letters  of  John  we  perceive  the  fame 
clearnefs  of  reflexion,  the  fame  perfpicuity  of  language,  which 
were  confpicuous  in  his  preachings  and  his  writings.  To  be 
irfeful,  feems  to  have  been  his  ruling  paffioii,  and  led  him,  even 
at  Oxford,  iiito  fome  of  thofe  irregularities  «t-/hich  have  fince 
been  the  charafteriftics,  fometimes  the  reproach  of  the  Me- 
thodifts.  We  mean  not  irregularities  of  moral  conduct,  but 
thofe  which  confift  in  obtrufive  exhortations,  &c.  In  one  of 
fcis  early  letters,  the  defence  of  his  fermon  fhows  much  acutc- 
cefs  of  diftia^i.on>  and  an  accuracy  of  reafpning,  which,  tliough 
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rrt  6ne  {jaflage  it  feems  to  lead  to  one  of  his  principal  future 
doctrines,  confer  great  credit  on  him.  His  defence  of  his  lit- 
tle peculiarities  of  conduft  ami  manners  is  folid  and  judicious. 
To  be  ufeful,  we  have  fuid,  was  the  great  principle  of  John 
Wefley,  and  he  thought  he  could  be  more  fo  at  Oxford  than 
in  a  country  livin-g :  at  that  ti-me,  we  have  little  doubt  but  the 
eafy  unconcerned  life  which  he  led  at  Oxford,  had  fome  influ- 
ence in  preventing  his  accepting  of  the  living ;  but  it  foon  af- 
terwards became  more  powerful-,  and  drew  him  on  to  the  pain- 
ful courfe  of  life  which  he  led  for  above  60  years.  In  his  long 
letter  to  his  father,  and  his  fubfequent  letters  to  his  brothers, 
we  fee  his  ftrong  fettled  determination  to  refufe  the  living  on 
this  principle.  Little  of  the  enthufiafm,  however,  appears,  ex- 
cept in  his  argument,  that  no  man  is  in  a  ftate  of  falvation^  un- 
lefs  he  is  rejeded  and  defpifed  of  men:  let  us  however  fele£b 
his  own  words : 

•  My  next  pofition  is  this,  *'  Until  he  be  thus  contemned,  no 
tnan  is  in  a  (late  of  falvation.'*  And  this  is  no  more  than. a  plain 
inference  from  the  former ;  for  if  all  that  are  not  of  the  world  are 
therefore  contertined  by  thofe  that  are,  then  till  a  man  is  fo  con- 
temned, he  is  of  the  world,  i.  e.  out  of  a  ftate  of  falvationw 
Nor  is  it  poflible  for  all  the  trimmers  between  God  and  the  world, 
for  all  the  dodgers  in  religion,  to  elude  this  confeqiience,  which 
God  has  eftablillied,  and  not  man,  unlefs  they  could  prove  that  a 
man  may  be  of  the  world,  i.  e.  void  both  of  the  knowledge  and 
love  of  God,  and  yet  be  in  a  ftate  of  falvatlon.  I  muft  therefore, 
with  or  without  leave  of  thefe,  keep  clofe  to  my  Saviour*s  judg- 
ment, and  maintain  that  contempt  is  a  part  of  that  crofs  which 
every  man  mull  bear  if  he  will  follow  him  ;  that  it  is  the  badge 
of  his  difciplelhip,  the  ftamp  of  his  profelfion,  the  conllant  feal  of 
his  catling;  infomuch  that,  though  a  man  may  be  defpifed  with-, 
out  being  faved,  yet  he  cannot  be  faved  without  being  defpifed,* 

His  brother  SamuePs  anfwer  to  this  argument,  and  fome  of 
his  other  reafoning,  is  clear  and  conelufive:  John  eludes  ic 
with  dexterity,  but  his  peculiar  opinion  appears  to  have  already- 
taken  deep  hold  on  his  mind. 

We  fee  little  of  John  till  his  departure  for  America,  and  his 
vifit  to  count  Zinzendorf :  the  fpark  by  this  time  began  to 
blaze,  and  the  flame  foon  burft  out  with  violence  in  the  year 
1738,  communicating  the  infe61:ion  to  his  brother  Charles. 
Samuel  feems  to  have  ftood  unmoved,  and  combats  the  argu- 
ments of  the  reformers  with  fingular  coolnefs,  judgnient,  and 
piety.  We  fhall  feledl:  the  dcfcription  of  the  firft  exhibition,  in 
ivirs.  Hutton'b  moil  excellent  letter. 

*  Without  ever  acquainting  Mr.  Hutton  with  any  of  his  notions 
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or  de%ns>  whfn  Mr.  Hutton  had  ended  a  fermon  of  bifliop 
Blackairs,  which  he  had  been  reading  in  his  ftudy  to  a  great  num- 
ber of  people ;  Mr.  John  got  up,  and  told  the  people,  that  five 
days  before  he  was  not  a  chriftian,  and  this  he  was  as  well  alTured 
of  as  that  five  cays  before  he  was  not  in  that  room  ;  and  the  way 
for  thend  all  to  be  chriftians  was  to  believe,  and  own,  that  they 
were  not  now  chriftians.  Mr.  Hutton  was  much  furprized  at  this 
unexpeded  injudicious  fpeech  ;  but  only  faid,  *•  Have  a  eare  Mr.- 
Wefley,  how  you  defpife  ihe  benefits  received  by  the  two  facra- 
ments."  I  not  being  in  the  rtudy  when  this  fpeech  was  made, 
had  heard  nothing  of  it,  when  he  came  into  the  parlour  to  fupper/ 
where  were  my  two  children,  two  or  three  other  of  his  deluded 
followers,  two  or  three  ladies  who  board  with  me,  my  niece,  and 
two  or  three  gentlemen  of  Mr.  John's  acquaintance,  though  not 
got  into  his  new  notions. 

'  He  made  the  fame  wild  fpeech  again,  to  which  I  made  an- 
fwer.  If  you  was  not  a  chrillian  ever  fince  I  knew  you,  you  wa^  a. 
great  hypocrite,  for  you  made  us  all  believe  you  was  one.  Hq 
(aid,  when  we  had  renounced  everything  but  faith,  and  then  got 
into  Chrift,  then,  and  not  till  then,  had  we  any  reafon  to  believe 
we  were  Chriftians;  and  when  we  had  fo  got  Chrift,  we  might  keep 
him,  and  fo  be  kept  from  fin.  Mr.  Hutton  faid,  "  if  faith  only 
was  necefiTary  to  fave  us,  why  did  our  Lord  give  us  that  divine  fer- 
mon ?'*  Mr.  John  faid,  that  was  the  letter  that  killeth.  **  Hold,** 
fays  Mr.  Hutton,  "  you  feem  not  to  know  what  you  fay ;  are  pur. 
Lord'sVords  the  letter  that  killeth  ?"  Mr.  John  faid,  "  if  we  had 
no  faith."  Mr.  Hutton  replied,  **  I  did  not  alk  you  how  WQ 
fhould  receive  it ;  but  why  our  Lord  gave  it;  as  alfo  the  account 
cf  the  judgment  in  the  twenty- fifth  of  St.  Matthew,  if  works  are 
not  what  he  expefls,  but  faith  only  ?" 

*  Now  it  is  a  moft  melancholy  thing  to  have  not  only  our  two 
children,  but  many  others,  to  difregard  all  teaching,  but  by  fuch 
a  fpirit  as  come  to  fome  in  dreams,  to  others  in  fuch  vifions  as  will 
furpiize  you  to  hear  of.  If  there  cannot  be  fome  ftop  put  to  this, 
and  he  can  be  taught  true  humility,  the  mifchief  he  will  do 
v.'herever  he  goes  among  the  ignorant,  but  well  meaning  chriftians, 
will  be  very  great.' 

Mrs.  Wefley's  calm  cxpoftulation  with  her  fon  is  alfo  an  ad- 
mirable one :  it  difplays  great  good  fenfe  and  the  moft  rational 
piety.  In  the  father  we  perceive  a  little  of  the  enthufiafm 
which  we  have  faid  was  hereditary. 

The  account  ^pf  the  lingular  noifes  heard  in  the  houfe  of 
old  Mr.  Wefley  is  very  curious.  Terror  feems  to  have  had 
no  great  influence,  but  they  were  confidered  by  the  whole  fa- 
mily  as  fupernatural.  It  was,  however,  a  political  devil,  and 
greatly  affe£led  by  the  prayer  for  the  king,acircumftance  which 
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deftroys  all  the  fupematural  agency.  Old  Mr.  Weiley  and 
his  wife  had  quarrelled  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  fuccefllon,  and  the 
quarrel  occafioncd  a  feparation  :  it  is  remarkable,  that  John 
was  the  firft  child  after  the  reconciliation ;  fo  that  Methodifm 
may  be  remotely  connected  with  the  revolution.  The  appear- 
ance of  the  badger  and  fome  other  circumftances  were  undoubt- 
edly the  embodied  forms  of  an  over-heated  imagination:  the- 
whole  was  probably  owing  to  the  contrivance  of  fome  waggiili 
neighbour,  and  the  agents  were  probably  two  new  fervants.— 
A  friendly  letter  from  Mr.  Pope,  and  another  from  lord  Ox- 
ford to  Mr.  Samuel  Weiley,  conclude  the  volume. 

We  deferred  noticing  Dr.  Prieftley's  Addrefs  to  the  Metho- 
difts,  the  principal  fubje£l  of  Philalethes*  expoftulation,  till  wc 
had  concluded  our  account  of  John  Wefley.  Defpifed,  how- 
ever, and  rejedted  by  the  Jews,  our  enterprifmg  polemic  turns 
to  the  Gentiles,  and  feeks  for  converts,  nay,  perhaps,  may 
boaft  of  them,  from  within  the  pale  of  the  tabernacle.  To  the 
opportunity  which  thefe  Letters  afforded  him  of  addrefling  the 
Methodifts,  Philalethes  attributes  the  prefent  publication. 

If  the  attempt  was  fmgular  and  unexpected,  the  execution 
is  ftill  more  fo.  We  can  fcarcely  conceive  two  fefts  more 
diametrically  oppo^jd  than  the  Methodifts  and  the  modern 
Unitarians.  It  is  w'th  no  little  furprize  therefore  that  we  hear 
Dr.  Prieftley  tellin''  them,  they  differ  but  in  one  point,  *  who 
Chrift  was ;'  though  by  implication,  or  as  a  confequence,  he 
allows  that  they  differ  in  worfliipping  of  Chrift  as  God,  a  prin- 
ciple fo  clofely  connected  with  their  whole  fyftem  of  opinions, 
and  one  fo  entirely  abominated  by  the  Unitarians,  that  it  muft 
ever  prevent  their  coalefcing.  The  two  itGts  do  not  differ,  in 
Dr.  Prieftley's  opinion,  '  with  refpeO:  to  what  he  taught,  did, 
or  will  do.'  We  (hall  make  no  comment  on  this  fubje«St,  but 
tranfcribe  only  the  judicious  and  warm  expoftulation  of  his 
correfpondent. 

**  You  differ  not  with  refpeft  to  what  Chrift  taught."  Pray> 
fir,  do  not  the  methodifts  agree  with  almoft  all  the  proteftant 
churches,  in  believing  that  Chrift  taught  original  fin,  the  new  birth, 
and  juftification  by  faith  ?  Whether  thefe  doftrines  be  true  or  not, 
is  nothing  to  our  prefent  purpofe  :  the  queftion  is.  Do  not  they  be- 
lieve that  Chrift  taught  thefe  doftrines  ?  and  did  not  you  know 
that  they  were  of  this  opinion  ?  Yes,  fir,  but  are  you  of  this  opi- 
nion ?  Do  you  believe  that  Chrift  taught  thefe  doftrines  in  the  fcnfe 
in  which  they  do  ?  No — Tell  me  then,  fir,  what  conftru6lion  can 
charity  itfelf  put  upon  this  affertion,  which  fhould  acquit  you  of 
deliberate  falfehood  ? 

*  Again — **  You  differ  npt  with  rcfpeft  to  what  Chrift  did.'* 
Po  not  the  methodifts  believe,  no:  merely  that  Chrift  fuffered,  hut 
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that  in  Aifrering  he  made  a  true  and  proper  atonement  /or  fin  ? 
Yea,  are  not  all  their  hopes  founded  upon  this  do6lrine  ?  But,  fir, 
do  you  believe  that  Chriil  did  this  ?  Do  you  believe  that  he  adually 
made  an  atonement  for  our  fins  ?  How  (hall  we  then  account  for 
your  profelfing  to  agree  with  them  in  every  thing  Chrifl  did, 
when  you  utterly  difagr6e  with  them  in  the  moft  important  thing 
he  ever  did  ? 

'  Again — "  YoQ  do  not  differ  v.^Ith  refpefl  tio  what  Chrifl:  will 
«lo.'*  Let  me  once  more  appeal  to  yourfelf :  Do  not  the  metho- 
difts  believe,  that  Chrift  will  come  unto  them,  and  make  his  abode 
with  them ;  that  he  will  teach  them  as  truly  as  ever  he  taught  his 
difclples  in  the  days  of  his  flefh  ;  that  he  will  comfort  and  ftrcngthen 
them ;  that  he  will  manifeft  himfelf  to  them  as  he  docs  not  unto 
the  world ;  and  that,  upon  the  footing  of  his  own  meritorious 
death,  he  will  make  interceflion  for  them  at  the  right  hand  of 
God  ?  I  do  not  a(k  you  what  interpretation  you  put  on  the  paf- 
feges  ill  fcripture  to  which  I  allude  •,  but  whether  you  underiland 
them  in  the  fenfe  in  which  the  methodifts  do  ?  Do  you  believe  the 
dodlrines  which  they  believe  to  be  contained  in  them  ?  You  know, 
fir,  you  do  not.  Let  me  afk  you  then,  fir,  Did  you  write  this  pa- 
ragraph through  inadvertency,  or  did  you  write  it  deliberately  ? 
If  you  wrote  it  inadvertently,  it  will  fnrely  become  you  to  retradl 
it ;  let  the  world  know,  fir,  that  it  was  an  overfight ;  and  do  your 
utmofl  ta  prevent  the  circulation  of  fo  grofs  a  miltake.  Confidcr, 
that  if  the  methodrlls  credit  your  aflertions,  they  will  read  your 
books  under  the  expectation  of  finding  all  the  doitrines,  on  which 
they  build  their  hopes,  inculcated  and  enforced;  and  thus  they 
will  fall  into  a  fnare  through  their  own  unwillingnefs  to  entertain 
an  uncharitable  thought  of  you.  Let  me  entreat  you  therefore  to 
pay  a  greater  regard  to  your  own  charafter,  than  to  fuffer  foch 
notorioufly  falfc  affertions  to  pafs  uncontradifted  by  yourfelf.  Any 
man  may  err,  and  inadvertently  affirm,  what  on  maturer  confider- 
ation  he  would  condemn  ;  but  no  one  can  continue  to  circulate  a: 
falfehood,  efpecially  if  it  be  of  fuch  a  pernicious  tendency  as  thofe 
above  referred  to,  without  forfeiting  all  right  and  title  to  the  cha-. 
rafter  of  an  honeft  man  :  for  your  own  fake^  therefore,  as  well  as 
theirs,  let  your  acknowledgment  be  fpeedy,  full,  and  unequivocal. 
But,  if  you  refufe  to  acknowledge  that  the  paragraph  was  written 
inadvertently,  what  mull:  the  world  think  ?  Surely  they  muft  con- 
clude that  you  wrote  it  deliberately,  for  the  purpofe  ,of  impofing 
on  the  methodifts,  and  of  drav/ing  them  over  to  your  own  party. 
Will  they  not  thenjuftly  afk,  Where  is  your  probity?  Where  is 
your  regard  to  confcience  ?  Oh  !  fir,  cut  off  all  occafion  for  fuch 
refiedions.* 

The  unity  of  the   Godhead,  Dr.  Prieftley  obferves,  is  a 
common  tenet  of  both  fe6ts.     This-  is,  however,  alfo  delufive, 

for 
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for  the  triune  God  of  the  Methodifts  is  an  idol  in  tlie  view  of 
the  Unitarians.  To  both,  God  is  one  ;  but  to  the  former  he 
is  one,  comprehending  three  perfons,  whofe  attributes  and 
operations  are  diftin£tj  and  may  be  di(lin£tly  exerted  ;  each  an 
objed  of  adoration.  This  is  a  fubje^l  that  Dr.  Prieftley  ought 
undoubtedly  to  explain  and  to  retra£l.  It  does  not  require  the 
gift  of  prophecy  to  foretell  that  his  attempt  will  be  wholly 
unfuccefsfuh 

Medical  Fa£ls  and  Obfcrvat'ions*  VoU  L    ^vo.  3^.  dd.  Boards. 

Johnfon.  i/Ql* 
TT  is  with  fome  pleafure  that  We  take  up  the  Continuation  of 
-*•  the  Medical  Journal.  This  periodical  work  appeared  at 
firft  in  a  form  which  could  fcarcely  be  the  object  of  our  atten- 
tion ;  and  the  principal  part  of  its  contents,  at  that  time,  was 
of  a  nature  too  congenial  t6  our  own  labours  to  enable  us  to 
give  any  opinion  which  might  not  at  lead  appear  to  bs 
partial.  When  the  original  communications  were  more  nu- 
merous, and  various  correfpondents  recommended  it  to  our 
notice,  we  found  a  difficulty  where  to  begin,  or  what  mode 
of  condud  to  adopt.  By  this  change  of  forrri  every  inconvc" 
Hience  is  removed,  and  we  feize  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  in- 
troducing it  to  our  readers. 

In  the  preface.  Dr.  Simmons  gives  his  reafons  for  the  changa 
in  the  form  of  pubHcation  and  the  title.  *  Medical  Fafts  and 
Obfervations'  differ,  however,  chiefly  in  name  from  the  Me- 
dical Journal :  the  contents  are  original  communications,  or 
extrads  from  different  works,  chiefly  from  the  tranfaftions  of 
various  focieties,  which  are  not  in  the  hands  of  medical  rea- 
ders in  general.  In  fome  of  the  lail  articles,  we  may  occa- 
fionally  avail  ourfelves  of  Dr.  Simmons*  labours,  where  the 
work  cannot  be  introduced  in  our  own  Journal.  In  the  pre- 
face is  lord  Bacon's  Defence  of  colleding  Cafes,  fo  often  quot- 
ed, and  fo  often,  v/e  think,  abufed.  To  collect  fads  is  un- 
doubtedly of  importance ;  but  to  colled  every  one  will  puzzle 
or  confufe,  and  make  the  records  of  medicine  ufelefs  from 

their  bulk;  the  phyfician  may,  even  now,  almoft  exclaim 

inopem  me  copia  fecit !  But  it  may  be  aflced,  where  is  the 
line  to  be  drawn  ?  Are  hiftories  particularly  curious,  which 
may  fcarcely  ever  again  occur,  to  be  Only  noticed,  and  confe- 
quently  the  mod  generally  applicable  fads  negleded  ?  By  no 
means ;  but  we  would  not  have  fads  and  obfervations  accu- 
mulated, which  admit  of  no  ufeful  pradical  confequence; 
which,  by  a  change  of  names  and  places,  are  in  reality  repetil 
tlons  J  and  which  neither  difplay  any  extraordinary  flcijl  or 
difcernment  inthecondud  or  the  opinions  of  the  pradltioner* 
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we  need  fcarcely  add,  that  cafes  where  the  difeafe  was  evi-  , 
dently  miftaken,  or  the  pra6lice  was  timid,  confufcd,  or  in- 
applicable, ought  not  to  fill  colle6lions,  unlefs  the  pra(Slitioner 
has  himfelf  difcovered  his  error,  and  related  the  cafe  to  guard 
others  from  a  fimilar  mifconducSl:.  Yet  cafes  of  all  thefe  de- 
fcriptions  have  occurred  to  us.  We  can  only  warn  Dr.  Sim- 
mons, in  time,  of  the  danger  of  too  eafy  complaifance,  the 
partiality  of  private  friendfhip,  or  the  apprehenfion  of  lofing  a 
correfpondent.  He  has,  with  great  propriety,  not  confined 
his  publication  to  a  limited  period  :  it  will  recur  only  when  he 
has  materials  for  a  volume  of  a  bulk  like  this  ',  let  us  requell 
him  to  add  to  his  refolution,  when  thefe  materials  are  alfo  im- 
portant. 

The  firft  of  thefe  Fa£ls  is — A  Cafe  of  Hydrophobia  *,  with 
the  Appearances  on  DiiTeftion.  Communieated  in  a  Letter  to 
Samuel  Foart  Simmons,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  by  John  Ferriar, 
M.  D.  Phylician  to  the  Infirmary  at  Mancheiler. 

The  fecond  —  Some  Obfcrvations  on  the  Prevention  and 
Treatment  of  Hydrophobia.     Communicated  in  a  Letter  to 
Dr.  Simmons  by  Mr.  William  Loftie,  Surgeon  at  Canterbury. 
-—Thefe  two  articles  we  fhall  confider  together.    The  firft  cafe 
was  decidedly  hydrophobic  ;  and  it  is  chiefly  of  importance,  as 
the  difficulty  of  fwallowing  pafi'ed  ofi^fome  time  before  death  ; 
and  as  it  was  attended  with  the  increafed  fcnfibility  of  almofl: 
every  organ,  without  exclufively  afl'e£ling  the  cefophagus.  In- 
deed the  dread  of  water  cannot  perhaps  be  wholly  explained 
in  the  ufual  way,  fincc  fpafmodic  afFeilions  of  the  mufcles  of 
deglutition  come  on  when  the  patient  firfl  touched  the  cup; 
and  this  is  not  uncommon.     There  feems  to  be  a  fpecific  fen- 
fibiliry  in  the  abraded  parts,  which  makes  liquids  particularly 
ofFenfive  :  every  furgcon  knows  that  particular  drelfmgs  always 
difagree  with  fores  of  a  fpecific  kind.    In  the  difledlion  the 
inflammation  was  in  the  cefophagus,  extending  down  to  the 
flomach,  fpreading  over  it,  and  lefle^ing  as  it  approached  the 
pylorus.     The  lower  part  of  the  cefophagus  was  abraded  in 
difl'erent  irregular  points.     Dr.  Ferriar  very  properly  obferves, 
that  the  difficulty  of  fwallowing  is  only  the  fymptom  of  a  fymp- 
tom  ;  yet  he  recommends  blifters  to  the  throat  as  a  remedy 
for  the  inflammation.     A  difeafe,  which  depends  on  the  in- 
troduction of  a  poifon,  can  only  be  removed  by  evacuating 
that  poifon  with  moft  eafe  and  expedition,  or  by  rendering  it 
harmlefs,  either  by  a  chemical  change,  by  rendering  the  body 
lefs  Irritable,  or  by  Iheathing  the  different  parts  M^ith  oily  fub- 
llances.     Thefe  views  explain  all  the  different  plans  of  au- 
thors ;  and  we  are  furprifed  that  a  man  of  Dr.  Ferriar's  judg- 
jnent  and  abilities,  j«rho  had  a  juHand  proper  view  of  the  fub- 
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jc£V,  (hould  in  this  inftance  have  departed  from  what  he  fo 
clearly  faw.  We  chiefly  mention  it,  as  his  obfervation  may 
divert  the  attention  from  more  eftential  meafures  \  and  Mr. 
Loftie,  in  the  fanic  way,  recommending  different  methods  of 
prevention,  may  prevent  pradflitioners  from  adopting  the  only 
lafe  one,  excifion.  M.  de  Medcrer's  lixivium  matricale  (lunar 
cauftic  diflblved  in  water,  in  the  proportion  of  30  grains  to  a 
pint)  ought  not  furely  to  fupcrfede  the  more  effe£lual  remedy. 
It  certainly  could  not  have  efcaped  Dr.  Simmons,  nor  profef- 
for  Mederer,  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  the  cat's  being  hy- 
drophobic who  bit  the  tv/o  girls.  In  the  other  inftance, 
which  occurred  at  Donefching,  the  dog  was  more  probably 
rtiad,  but  not  certainly  fo,  and  he  had  juft  bitten  the  arm  of  a 
hian,  through  his  coat  aridjhlrt,  before  he  attacked  the  boy 
and  the  girl.  Thefe  infhances  therefore  prove  nothing,  and 
we  mention  them  with  more  anxiety,  left  perfons  may  negle£l 
an  ufeful  means,  by  truiling  too  implicitly  to  an  uncertain  me- 
thod. The  lunar  cauftic  feems  to  have  been  fuggefted  by  Fon- 
tana's  experiments  with  the  poifon  of  the  viper.  Mr.  Loftie's 
propofed  method  of  {jreventing  the  difeafe  by  ftimulants  and 
tonics,  according  to  the  ideas  of  Dr.  Rufh,  is  a  more  probable 
one  ;  but  it  ought  not  to  prevent  excifion. 

Art.  Ill,  An  Account  of  an  uncommon  Inflammation  of 
the  Epiglottis.  By  Mr.  Thomas  Mainwaring,  Apothecary  ia 
London.  Communicated  in  a  Letter  to  E.  Home,  Efq.  F.R.S. 
and  by  him  to  Dr.  Simmons. — The  epiglottis  was  almoft  fole- 
ly  afl^efted,  and  occafioned  fluids  to  be  rejected  before  they 
pafled  into  the  oefophagus.  It  is  a  httle  furprifmg,  however, 
that,  when  the  epiglottis  was  brought  into  view,  no  applica- 
tion was  made  to  it  by  means  of  a  fyringe. 

Art.  IV.  Cafes  of  the  Extraction  of  theCatara£l;  with 
pradlical  Remarks.  By  Mr.  Richard  Sparrow,  one  gf  the 
Surgeons  to  the  Charitable  Infirmary,  Dublin  j  and  Member 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland.  Communicated 
in  a  Letter  to  William  Lifter,  M.  D.  Phyfician  to  Saint  Tho- 
mas' Hofpital  in  London,  and  by  him  to  Dr.  Simmons. — ^Thefe 
cafes  are  plain  and  practical.  Our  author  operates  in  Wen- 
zel's  method ;  but,  from  peculiarity  of  conftitution,  and,  in 
the  two  laft  inftances,  from  the  unfavourable  nature  of  the 
cafes,  he  was  not  completely  fuccefsful.  A  curious  fpecies  of 
ftaphyloma  occurred  to  him  in  the  fecond,  feemingly  from  the 
efcape  of  the  membrane  of  the  vitreous  humour. 

Art.  V.  Account  of  an  Extra-uterine  Conception.  Com- 
municated in  a  Letter  to  Dr.  Simmons  by  Mr.  William  Ba/n- 
ham,  Member  of  tlie  Corporation  of  Surgeons  of  London,  and 
Surgeon  in  Eflex  County  in  Virginia. — An  inftance  of  an  ex- 
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tra-uterlne  foetus,  that  made  Its  way  through  the  integurfienrs  :^ 
nothing  very  uncommon. 

Art.  VI.  A  Cafe  of  fpontaneous  Evolutions  of  the  Foetus* 
Communicated  in  a  Letter  to  Dr.  Simmons,  F.  R.  S.  by  Mr.- 
Richard  Simmons,  one  of  the  Surgeons  of  the  Britifli  Lying- 
in  Hofpitals  in  London. — We  have  been  informed,  on  what 
\VQ  fuppofcd  gooA  authority,  that  Dr.  Denman  no  k)nger  trufl- 
ed  to  the  fpontaneous  retracSlion  of  the  prefentitig  arm  :  in  this 
cafe,  however,  we  find  an  inilance  of  it.  It  is  not,,  perhaps,  a 
common,  though  not  a  fmgular  event. 

Art.  Vn.  A  Cafe  of  Petechise  fine  Febre.  Communicated 
?n  a  Letter  to  Dr.  Simmons  by  Samuel  Ferris,  M.  D.  F.  A.  S» 
Phyfician  in  London. — Surely  cafes  of  this  kind,  which  in  ma- 
il ufadiuring  towns  at  leaft  are  very  common,  did  not  deferve 
fo  particular  and  minute  a  defcription.  To  whomfoever  it  had 
occurred  for  the  firfl  time,  no  doubt  of  its  nature,  or  of  the 
proper  remedies,  could  have  remained. 

Art.  VIIL  Inilance  of  a  Difeafe,  to  which  Sanvages  has 
given  the  Name  of  Meteorifmus  Ventriculi ;  with  Remarks. 
By  Robert  Graves,  M.  D.  Phyfician  at  Sherborne,  in  Dorfet- 
(hire;  and  Extra  Licentiate  of  the  College  of  Phyficians,  Lon- 
don. —  The  fwelling  of  the  ftomach  was,  in  this  inilance, 
pretty  confiderable  ;  but  the  dofe  of  prepared  fteel,  i6  grains, 
is  the  mofl  fingular  circumftance  in  the  article  :  it  would  have 
been  better  to  have  joined  aromatics  with  the  fteel,  though  it 
was  quickly  fuccefsful,  without  any  affiftance.  The  ftomach 
has  often  occurred  to  us,  in  a  ftate  of  diftention,  equal  to  what 
is  defcribed  in  the  prefent  article. 

Art.  IX.  Cafe  of  a  Catheter,  left  in  the  Bladder,  in  draw- 
ing off  the  Urine,  for  a  Retrovcrfion  of  the  Uterus.  By  Mr. 
Edward  Ford,  Surgeon  of  the  Weftminfter  General  Difpen- 
fary. — This  inftance  is  really  fingular  : — that, a  catheter  ftiould 
have  flipped  into  the  bladder;  tiiat  any  practitioner  fliould 
have  left  it  there  -,  that  its  extremity  fliould  have  forced  its 
way  to  the  furface,  through  the  middle  of  the  glutsei  muf- 
cles  ;  aiid  that  it  ftiould  tc  at  laft  extracted  through  the  ure- 
thra, arc  circumftanccs,  that  from  any  one  but  a  gentleman  of 
known  and  diftinguilhed  credit,  we  fliould  have  thought  al- 
moft  incredible. 

Art.  X.  Cafe  of  an  Imperforate  Reftum.     By  the  fame. 

Art.  XI.  Facls  relative  to  Pemphigus.  Communicated  In 
a  Letter  to  Dr.  Simmons  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Blagden,  Surgeon  at 
Petworth  in  Sufiex. — In  the  firil  inftance,  the  reClum  ended 
abruptly  at  fome  diftance  from  the  fphindter;  and  the  opera- 
tion was  of  courfe  unfuccefsful.  The  fecond  feems  to  fhow, 
tjiat pemphigus' is  contagious;  and  that  the  eruptioa  is  gene- 
liiUv  finifned  about  the  fourth  day. 

Art.  XIL 
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Art.  XII.  Account  of  a  Fa(5t  relative  to  Menllruatlon,  not 
hitherto  defcribcd.     Communicated  in  a  Letter  to  Dr.  Sim- 
mons by  Thomas  Denman,  M.D.  Licentiate  in  Midwifery  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Phyficians,  London. — The  fa6l  is  curi- 
ous and  dcferves  attention.    In  fome  inftances  of  painful  men- 
ftruation  *.  fubftance  is  difcharged,  fibrous  on  one  furfacc  and 
fmooth  on  the  other,  like  the  decidua.     We  have  feen  it;  and, 
like  our  author,  attributed   it   to  early  conception  *.     He  af- 
firms, that  it  may  be  formed  without  connubial  communication -j 
and  we  would  not  oppofe  this  opinion,  when  that  oppofition 
may  occafion  uneafniefs,  for  which  there  was  not  the  Imalleft 
foundation.     We  have  only  feen  it  in  married  women.  In  one 
cafe,  refembling  what  our  author  defcribes,  it  was  attended 
with   a  putrid  difcharge,  and  was   defcribcd  very  formidably, 
leading  to  a  fufpicion  of  a  cancer  uteri.     The  remedy  ufualin 
painful  menftruation,  opium  followed  by  a  brills  laxative,   with 
bark  in  the  interval,  completely  removei  it^  and,  before  the 
next  period,  conception  took  place- 
Art.  XIII.  Practical  Obfervations  on  the  Treatment  and 
Caufes  of  the  Dropfy  of  the  Brain.     By  Thomas  Percival, 
M.D.  F.R.S.  and  S.  A.   London;  F.  R.  S.  and  R.M.S. 
Edinburgh ;  Prefident  of  the  Literary  and  Phllofophical  So- 
■ciety  of  Manchefter ;   Member  of  the  Royal  xVIedical  Society 
sx  Paris  ;  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Agriculture  at  Lyons  ;  of 
the  Medical  Society  of  Aix  in  Provence  ;  of  the  Philofophical 
Society  at  Philadelphia,  and  of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts 
and  Sciences,  Sec. — Dr.  Percival  thinks  that,  in  his  former 
communications,  he  has  defcribcd  mercury  too  much   as  an 
.exciufive  remedy.     He  now  admits  of  various  antifpafmodic 
remedies,  as  mufk  and  hartfliorn ;  fome  diuretics,  as  fquills, 
foxglove,  &c.  with  bliflers  in    addition.    Of  the  fuccefsful 
cafes,  mercury  has  been  adminiftered  in  by  much  the  largeft 
proportion,  and  other  remedies  only  in  the  largeft  proportion 
of  unfuccefsful  ones.     Some  curious  cafes  of  hydrocephalus 
follow,  mod  of  which  appear  to  be  connected   with  fcrophu- 
lous  affections,  and  few  are  of  an  inflammatory  kind.  We  have 
feen  a  metaftafis  from  the  lungs  to  the  head :  the  contrary 
tranflation  is  uncommon. 

*  Whether  the  following  cafe,  with  which  I  fhall  eonclude  thefe 
obfervations,  is  to  be  afcribed  to  metajlafisy  I  leave  to  the  declfion 
of  the  reader.     Mr.  C's  daughter,  aged  nine  years,  after  labour- 

*  In  one  inftance  after  lying-in,  a  fever,  rheumat!fm,and  a  tendency  to  hcc  " 
tic,  with  great  w.^akncfs  and  emaciation,  came  on.  The  child  was  weaned  * 
and,  during  the  cowplaint^  the  catamenia  returned  with  th  s  lioj^ular  phajnomc- 
non.    It  could  not  fureljr  be  thtn  attributed  to  early  conception. 
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*ng  under  the  fymptoms  of  phthifis  pulmcnalis  four  months,  was  af- 
fedcd  with  unufual  pains  in  her  head,  which  increafed  rapidly  to 
fuch  a  degree,  as  to  occafion  frequent  fcreamings.  The  cough, 
that  had  before  been  extremely  violent,  and  attended  with  ftitchcs 
in  the  breaft,  now  abated;  and  in  a  few  days  ceafe<l  almoft  entire- 
ly. The  pupils  of  the  eyts  becnrae  dilated  ;  a  llrabifmus  enfued; 
^nd,  in  about  a  week,  death  put  a  period  to  her  agonies.' 

Dr.  Percival  thinks  blood-letting  lefs  adapted  to  this  difeafe 
than  Dr.  Qu_in  feems  to  have  fuppofed. 

Alt.  XIV.  An  Account  of  the  Preparation,  Mode  of  Ap- 
plication, and  Effects,  of  a  Liniment  recommended  by  Ron- 
calli  in  the  Treatment  of  Scrophulous  Tumours.  By  Henry 
Streitt,  ProfefTor  of  Chirurgical  Pathology  in  the  Imperial  and 
Medico-Chirurgical  Academy  at  Vienna.  Vide  Abhandlungen 
der  K.  K.  JofephinifchenMedizin.Chirurg.  Akadem.ie  zu  Wien. 
Vol.  I.  4to. 

Art.  XV.  An  Account  of  the  Tabadieer.  In  a  Letter  from 
Patrick  RuiTell,  M.D.  F.R.  S.  to  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  Bart, 
P.R.  S.—Vidc  Philofophical  Tranfaaioas  of  the  Royal  Society 
of  London.  Vol.  LXXX.  for  the  Year  1790.  PartiL  4to. 
London,  1791. 

Art.  XVL  Account  of  the  Nardlcus  Indica,  or  Spikenard. 
By  Gilbert  Blane,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.-Vide  Philofophical  Tranf. 
p£lions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London,  Vol.  LXXX.  for  the 
Year  1790.  Part  II. 

Art.  XVn.  An  Account  of  a  Child  with  a  double  Head. 
In  a  Letter  from  Everard  Home,  Efq.  F.  R.  S.  to  John  Hun- 
ter, Efq.  F.  R.S.  —  Vide  Philofophical  Tranfadlions  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  London,  Vol.  LXXX.  for  the  Year  1790, 
Part  II. 

Thefe  articles  we  have  already  examined  in  the  works  to 
which  each  belongs.  What  relates  to  Roncalli's  liniment  oc- 
curs in  our  revie-.v  of  the  Tranfa£llons  in  Latin,  A6^a  Acade- 
mic Medico-Chirurgicsc  Vindohonenfis:  they  were  publifhcd 
aifo  in  German.  Some  additional  remarks,  refpedting  the  ta-r 
bafheer,  we  fhall  tranfcribe. 

'■  I  have  lately  procured  from  the  hills  in  this  neighbourhood, 
a  drug,  fpecimens  of  which  I  fliall  fend,  by  the  fhips  of  this  fca- 
fon,  for  your  infpedion. 

*  It  is  called  in  Perfian,  Tabajheer  ;  in  Hindoo,  Buns-lochun,  or 
{alt  of  the  bamboo.  It  has  a  peculiar  quality  of  flrongly  adhering- 
toihe  tongue,  and  is  held  in  great  eftcem  by  the  natives  in  a  va- 
riety of  difeafes;  but  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  afcertain  its  vir- 
tues from  my  own  experience. 

*  In  a  Perfian  work  (the  Tofut  uI-Monein  of  Mahomed  Monein 

Hofeiny) 
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Hofciny)  I  have  found  the  following  obfervadons  on  this  fubftance, 
and  its  fuppofed  medicinal  properties,  viz. 

**  It  (i.  e.  the  labafheer  or  buns-lochun)  is  procured  from  the 
cavity  of  the  Indian  reed  or  bamboo  ;  and  it  is  faid  that  when,  from 
the  violence  of  the  winds,  fire  takes  hold  of  thofe  reed  thickets, 
the  taba{heer  is  formed  of  the  joints  of  the  reeds,  which  are  fepa- 
rated  from  the  a{hes  thereof.  The  bed  kind  is  of  a  white  colour, 
and  of  a  roundifti  (hape,  having  to  the  palate  a  fmall  degree  of  a 
rough  and  biiing  tatle. — .There  is  a  faditious  kind  made  of  burnt 
bones;  but  this  has  but  a  fmall  degree  of  bitternefs  to  the  tafte, 
and  poffefles  no  ftren^th.  —The  tabaiheer  will  not  diffolve  in  wa- 
ter.— It  puts  a  ftop  to  bilious  vomitings  and  to  the  bloody  flux. 
It  is  a!fo  of  fcrvice  in  cafes  of  palpitation  of  the  heart,  in  faint- 
ings,  and  for  ftrengthening  thofe  members  of  the  body  that  are 
weakened  by  heat.  It  is  ufeful  alfo  for  the  piles,  and  for  acute 
or  burning  fevers,  and  for  puftules  in  the  mouth  (thruih) ;  and, 
given  with  oxymel,  is  of  fervice  againft  reilleflhefs,  melancholy, 
and  hypochondriacal  afFedions. — The  habitual  internal  ufe  of  it  is 
prejudicial  to  the  virile  powers.  It  is  alfo  faid  to  be  prejudicial 
to  the  lungs.  Its  corredives  are  the  gum  of  the  pine  and  ho- 
ney. The  dofe  of  it  is  to  the  weight  of  two  d'herems  or  feven 
manias'." 

*  With  the  fpecimens  of  this  drug,  I  (hall  fend  you  a  piece  of 
the  bamboo  unopened,  with  fome  of  the  fait,  or  fugar,  in  it; 
from  which  you  will  be  convinced  that  the  tabaflieer  is  not  form- 
ed by  the  burning  of  the  bamboo,  as  the  author  juft  now  quoted, 
and  others,  have  fuppofed.' 

Art.  XVIII.  Cafe  of  a  Gun-fhot  Wound  in  the  Mouth  ; 
in  which,  on  account  of  impeded  Deglutition,  a  flexible  Ca- 
theter was  introduced  through  the  Nofe  into  the  Oefophagus, 
and  fuffered  to  remain  there  during  the  Space  of  a  Month.  By 
M.  Manoury,  Surgeon  of  the  Hotel  Dieu  at  Paris.  Vide 
Journal  de  Chirurgle,  parM.  Default,  Chirurgien  en  Chefde 
L*Hotel  Dieu  de  Paris.  Tome  I.  8vo.  Paris,  1791. — The 
wound  was  occafioned  by  the  voluntary  difcharge  of  a  piftol, 
and  it  was  not  a  fatal  one,  as  the  ball  did  not  penetrate  into 
the  brain.  The  whole  cafe  is  curious  and  intereftingj  but  the 
principal  object  of  imitation  is  the  conveyance  of  the  nouri{h«p 
ment  through  the  flexible  catheter.  What  relates  to  this  fub* 
je£l,  therefore,  we  fhali  tranfcribe, 

'  In  this  alarming  ftate  of  the  cafe,  M.  Default  was  induced  to 
remove  the  doffils  of  lint  from  the  noftrils  and  fauces,  as  they 
were  no  longer  neceffary,  and  to  introduce  through  the  left  noftril 
^  large  catheter  made  of  elaftic  gum,  and  properly  curved,  which 
h^e  h^d  before  employed  with  fuccefs,  in  a  fimilar  manner.  Hav- 

y  ^  ing 
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ing  carried  this  as  far  as  the  middle  and  pofterior  part  of  the  pha- 
rynx, he  with  one  hand  drew  out  the  wire  of  the  catheter,  while 
with  the  other  he  fupported  and  fixed  the  catheter  itfelf,  which  he 
endeavoured  to  introduce  into  the  afophagus,  inftead  of  which  it 
pafled,  it  feems,  at  firfl  into  the  larynx.  This  was  immediate- 
ly known  by  a  kind  of  guggling  noife,  and  by  the  agitation  of 
the  flame  of  a  candle  brought  clofe  to  the  mouth  of  the  catheter. 
Such  a  deviation,  the  author  obferves,  in  an  attempt  to  intro- 
duce a  flexible  catheter  in  this  manner  into  the  oefophagus  is  fre- 
quent, as  the  furgeon  feldom  fucceeds  at  once  in  getting  it  into 
that  channel.  The  inconvenience,  liowever,  arifing  from  fuch 
a  deviation,  is,  he  adds,  not  great;  it  being  eafy  to  difcover  it, 
not  by  the  acute  pain  and  convullive  cough,  as  hath  been  fuppof- 
ed  (for  in  general  neither  of  thefe,  he  remarks,  takes  place, 
and  the  patients  appear  to  be  but  little  incommoded  by  it)  but 
by  the  trial  with  the  flame  of  a  candle,  in  the  way  juft  now  dc- 
fcribed. 

'  M.  Default  having  inftantly  withdrawn  the  catheter  from  the 
larynx,  made  a  frefti  attempt  to  get  it  into  the  oelbphahus,  and 
fuccceded.  It  was  fecured  by  means  of  two  waxed  threads  fixed 
to  its  outer  extremity,  and  twifted  round  a  pin  in  each  fide  of  the 
patient's  night-cap.  About  four  ounces  of  broth  were  now  in- 
jeded  through  the  catheter  into  the  (lomach,  and  an  attendant 
was  inftruded  in  the  manner  of  repeating  this  operation  occafion- 
ally.  In  this  way,  it  feems,  fuitable  me'Qicines  and  nouriihment 
were  introduced  into  the  ftomach  with  great  facility,  and  without 
exciting  the  leaft  ficknefs  or  uneafinefs.  The  patient,  we  are 
Xold,  was  apprized  of  the  necefiity  of  repeating  them,  not  by  the 
ufual  fymptoms  of  hunger  and  thirfl,  but  by  a  peculiar  fenfation 
of  weaknefs  and  gnawing  in  the  epigaflric  region,  which  ceafed  as 
foon  as  the  injedlion  was  repeated.* 

Art.  XIX.  Account  of  an  extraordinary  Change,  not  hither* 
to  defcribed,  which,  under  certain  Circumftances,  takes  place 
in  the  human  Body  after  Death. — Vide  Rapport  fur  les  Ex- 
humations du  Cimetiereet  de  I'Eglife  des  Saints  Innocens;  lu 
dans  la  Seance  de  la  Societe  Royale  de  Medecine  tenue  au 
Louvre  le  3  Mars,  1789.  Par  M.  Thouret.  4to.  Paris, 
1790. — This  memoir  alfo  we  have  already  noticed. 

A  catalogue  of  books  on  medical  fubje^ls  concludes  this  vo- 
lume. To  feme  of  thefe,  remarks  are  added.  The  remarks, 
however,  relate  only  to  the  publications  on  the  anguftura 
bark  J  and  it  feems  to  be  neither  the  produ6lIon  of  the  mag- 
nolia glauca  nor  glandifora  •,  the  claims  of  the  Brueea  antidy- 
fenterica  have  been  already  confidered  and  rejected. 
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A  New  Syjiem  of  the  Natural  Hljiory  of  ^uadrupeds^  Blrds^ 

Fijhesy  and  InfeHs.  In  Three  Volumes,  VoL  L   2tvq,   IOj,  6^ 

Boards,  Cadell.  1 791. 
TF  this  author's  obje<9:had  been  to  defcribe  quadrupeds  only, 
•  we  fliould  have  thought  his  fyftem  in  fome  dv-gree  fuper- 
fluous.  To  Mr.  Pennant,  prejudice  cannot  refufe  the  meed 
of  accurate  labour  and  attentive  refearch ;  in  BufFon  we  find 
equal  induflry,  joined  with  a  brilliancy  and  fplendor  of  lan- 
guage which  has  not  yet  been  equalled ;  and  even  the  lively 
but  fuperficial  Goldfmith,  while  he  is  defended  by  the  fhield 
and  the  knowledge  of  the  modern  Pliny,  may  be  introduced  as 
{baring  our  regard.  In  the  other  branches  of  the  fciencc  we 
have  not  fo  many  afliftants  in  the  Englifh  language  ;  and  thofe 
which  we  polTefs  are  not  to  be  cjcpended  on,  if  we  except  only 
the  Synoplis  of  Mr.  Latham,  which  is  equally  accurate  and 
comprehenfive.  In  the  natural  hiftory  of  filhes  and  infects  we 
ihall  receive  the  new  fyflem  with  a  peculiar  regard  5  and  we 
may  not  be  too  late  to  hint  that  the  defcription  and  oeconomy 
of  fifhes,  even  in  the  lateft  and  beft  'syork  of  Block,  arc  defec- 
tive. 

Our  author  makes  no  pretenfions  to  fuperior  opportunities 
of  information,  to  a  fagacity  more  acute,  or  to  diligence  mors 
unwearied,  than  his  predecefTors  poiFelTed.  He  offers  his  work 
with  a  feeming  conicioufnefs  that  he  ha§  done  his  bed:,  and 
with  an  apparent  reliance  on  the  candor  and  the  difcernment 
of  his  readers.  On  the  whole,  we  think  he  has  done  well : 
the  colle«5lion  is  a  varied  and  extenfive  one  ^  the  authorities 
are  fiich  as  men  well  informed  would  choofe  tq  reft  on ;  and 
the  ftyle,  without  affefted  ornament,  is  neat,  elegant,  and  per- 
fpicuous :  it  is  the  proper  language  of  fcience,  for  it  is  polifh- 
ed  with  care,  without  being  raifed  by  the  glare  of  metaphor, 
or  fwelled  by  the  luxuriance  of  florid  reprefentation. 

In  the  Introduction  is  an  elegant  account  of  animals  in  ge- 
neral, and  fome  judicious  remarks  on  the  diilin61:ion  between 
the  animal  and  the  vegetable  kingdom.  Our  author  refts  the 
dIftin£l:Ion  on  the  locomotive  power  and  on  fenfiblllty ;  for  he 
juftly  obfervGs,  that  even  the  motions  of  the  mimofa  do  not  fuf». 
iiciently  prove  that  it  pofTefles  a  fentient  principle,  or  what 
muft  be  connected  with  it,  confcioufnefs.  To  animals  our 
author  allows  reafon,  memory,  and  reflection,  varied  in  their 
degrees  in  each  genus;  and  In  the  moft' fagaclous  each  faculty 
is  inferior  to  what  it  appears  in  man,  while  in  the  other  func- 
tions of  fenfe  fome  animals  excel  us.  Inftin6t  he  confiders  as 
a  fpecies  of  reafoh,  and  obferves,  though  we  are  not  certain  that 
the  obfervation  is  ftrictly  accurate,  that,  while  each  fpecies 
follows  the  fame  plan  in  its  inflinQIye  functions,  they  vary  It 
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in  different  minuter  particulars.  We  know  indeed  thiit  when 
an  animal  is  carried  to  a  different  climate,  and  unable  to  pro- 
cure iiis  peculiar  defences  or  food,  he  e^iploys  thofe  fubftances 
which  are  rnoft  nearly  finular.  Tliis  is  particularly  the  cafe 
with  the  materials  which  birds  choofe  for  their  nells,  and  feems 
to  fhow  that  they  reafon  a  little  on  the  end  and  defign.  A  late 
author,  it  is  obferved,  indcad  of  raifing  brutes  nearer  to  men, 
has  contrived  to  deprefs  men  to  the  level  of  brutes;  and  as  the 
latter  are  fuppofcd  to  a£l  witliout  dcfign^he  deprives  the  for- 
mer alfo  of  defign  *. 

*  But,  we  will  not  tamely  furrender  our  rights.  It  is  better 
to  (hare  them  with  others  than  to  be  entirely  deprived  of  them. 
We  are  confcious  of  comparing  ideas  and  of  forming  defigns.  If 
thefe  operations  arc  called  inllindts, — very  well:  this  is  not  to 
advance  a  new  dodrine,  but  to  propofe  the  ufe  of  new  icrms. 
Yet  thofe  already  in  ufe  feem  fufiiciently  adequate  to  the  pur- 
pofes  for  which  they  are  employed.  Let  mankind  ftill  be  allow- 
ed to  rcafon,  and  to  adl  with  defign  ;  cvea  though  it  muft  be 
l^ranted,  that  the  brutes  too  reafon,  but  not  fo  Ikilfully,  andi 
form  defigns,  but  defigns  much  lefs  extenfive  than  thofe  of  man- 
kind. 

<  We  not  only  accomplifh  fuch  purpofes  as  wc  propofe  to  our- 
felves,  by  the  ufe  of  fuch  means  as  prudence  fuggells  ;  but  we 
are  alfo  fubjeft  to  laws,  by  the  influence  of  which  our  conduct, 
whatever  it  be,  naturally  produces  certain  efle<^s  on  our  charac- 
ter and  circumftances,  which  we  neither  previoufly  defired  nor 
forefaw.  The  drunkard,  for  inftance,  fits  down  only  to  fwallow 
a  Hquor  of  which  he  is  fond,  or  to  join  in  that  noify  mirth  which 
reigns  among  his  fellows ;  but  he  infenfibly  acquires  a  habit  which 
he  did  not  think  of,  and  by  indulging  in  that  habit,  uninten- 
tionally produces  very  unhappy  changes  on  his  health  and  clrcum- 
Ibnces.  The  benevolent  man,  in  the  fame  manner,  when  he  in- 
terferes to  relieve  his  brother  in  diftrefs,  does  not  probably  attend 
to  all  the  effefts  which  his  condudl,  in  this  inftance,  is  likely  to 
produce,  either  to  himfelf  or  to  the  perfon  whom  he  relieves: 
and  of  human  adlions  in  general  it  may  be  obferved,  that  their 
confequences  always  extend  much  farther  than  the  defign  or 
forefight  of  the  agent.  Beings  of  fuperior  intelligence  might  re- 
gard mankind  as  incapable  of  defign,  with  juft  as  much  reafon  as 
we  have  to  deny  the  brutes  any  guiding  principle  fuperior  to 
blind  and  fimnle  inllind.  We,  however,  are  confcious  of  de- 
fign ;  though  our  defigns  are  commonly  narrow,  and  our  views 

*  The  author  alludes  to  a  paper  of  Mr.  SmelHe  on  the  fubjedt  of  inftin<5ls, 
read  to  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh,  of  which  an  aV.iira<5l  is  given  in  the 
hiftory  of  the  firft  vohime  ;  but  the  reafoning  feems  to  be  as  erroneous  as  the 
^6ls  are  iiiiftaken  dnd  mifreprcfcnted.    It  is  to  be  pubiifosd. 
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limited:  why,  then,  confign  the  inferior  animals  to  the  guidance 
of  an  unmeaning  impulfe?  Were  it  proper  to  enter  more  minute- 
ly at  prefent  into  a  Ulfcuffion  of  this  point,  it  might  be  eafy  to 
prove,  by  an  induction  of  particulars,  that  tne  brutes  aftually 
compare  ideas  and  deduce  inferences;  and  when  we  confider  their 
docility,  and  mark  the  variety  of  their  manners  it  appears  al- 
nioll  abfurd  to  deny  that  they  form  defigns,  and  look  backward 
on  the  pair,  and  forward  towards  the  future,  as  well  as  we.* 

We  think  thefe  renriarks  ftri£tly  philofophicaj,  truly  judicii 
oils,  and  in  fome  refpefts  new. 

The  arrangement  is  that  of  Mr.  Pennant,  improved  from 
Ray  -,  and  it  is,  on  the  whole,  the  beft  that  we  have  feen.  The 
divifions  are  the  hoofed,  the  digitated,  the  pinnated,  and  the 
winged  quadrupeds.  If  our  author  had  poiTeiTed  ^  little  of  the 
modern  afFeftation  of  arrangement,  he  might  under  each  clafs 
have  formed  orders  frequently  natural.  The  generji  of  the 
hoofed  quadrupeds  are  the  horfe,  ox,  Iheep,  goat,  camelopard, 
antelope,  deer,  mufk  animal,  camel,  hog,  rhinoceros,  hippopo- 
tamus, tapier,  and  elephant.  The  digitated  quadrupeds  are  the 
ape,  the  maucauco,  the  dog,  hygena,  cat,  bear,  badger,  opoflum, 
weafel,  otter,  cavy,  hare,  beaver,  porcupine,  marmot  fquirrel, 
dormoufe,  jerboa,  rat,  {hrew,  mole,  hedge-hog,  floth,  armadillo, 
manis,  and  ant-eater.  The  pinnated  quadrupeds  are  the  wal- 
rus, feal,^  and  manati :  the  winged  clafs  contains  only  the  bats. 
Under  each  genus  all  tlie  different  fpecics  are  mentioned ;  but 
the  moft  important  only  are  particularly  defcribed. 

In  general,  we  have  faid  the  author  has  chiefly  compiled 
from  the  bell  authors  :  we  fcarcely  ever  find  him  fpcaking  from 
his  own  obfervation;  but  his  reading  has  been  very  extenlive^ 
and  fcarcely  any  important  fa£l  has  efcaped  him.  We  fhall 
fubjoin  two  or  three  fpecimens  of  his  ftyle  and  manner. 

We  fhall  firft  fele*(5^  an  account  of  the  wild  mule,  an  animal 
Jittle  kfiown. 

*  Thefe  animals  fhun  tradls  of  wood,  and  lofty,  fnowy  raoun- 
tains.  They  are  not  numerous  in  Siberia  :  thofe  which  are  there 
met  with  feem  to  be  only  flragglers,  that  have  originally  wander- 
ed from  the  large  herds  which  are  found  to  the  fouth  of  the  Ruf- 
fian dominions.  In  Tartary,  they  frequent  chiefly  the  country 
lying  around  the  lake  Tarnicnoor;  a  fait  lake,  which  becomes 
fometimes  dry. 

'  They  live  in  feparatc  parties;  each  of  which,  confifling  of 
mares  and  colts,  with  an  old  male  at  their  head,  is  feldom  above 
twenty,  and  frequently  under  that  number.  Their  period  of  co- 
pulation is  about  the  middle  or  the  end  of  Auguft.  They  pro- 
duce only  one  foal  at  a  time  j  at  leaft,  the  inftapces  in  which  a 
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female  has  more  are  very  rare.  In  its  third  year,  the  young  ani- 
mal a,ttains  its  full  growth,  with  the  due  proportions  of  form, 
.and  the  colour's  which  diftinguifh  it  during  tlie  reft  of  life.  Whea 
the  yo-ung  have  reached  this  age,  the  elder  mules  expel  them  from 
their  fociety,  and  they  affociate  with  new  parties  of  their  own 
'^ge.  The  wild  mules  ufually  carry  their  heads  drooping,  and  on 
a  level  with  .their  bodies;  but  in  running,  they  rife  the  hc;id  and 
cred  the  tail.-  They  neigh  in  a  deeper  tone,  and  with  a  louder 
voice  than  the  horfe. 

*  They  are  extremely  timid,  and  very  cautious  againft  danger. 
One  of  the  males  is  irationed  centinel  to  watch  the  approach  of 
an  enemy,  and  warn  the  herd.  To  elude  the  obfervation  of  the 
centinel,  the  hunters  often  creep  flyly  along  the  ground,  till  they 
get  near.  As  foon  as  the  animal  notices  a  perfon  approaching  in 
this  manner,  he  takes  a  wide  circuit,  and  moves  round,  to  make 
more  particular  difcoveries :  at  length  he  makes  off  to  the  herd  ; 
and  the  whole  flee  with  the  utmofl:  velocity.  Sometimes  the  hun- 
ter (hoots  the  centinel  before  he  has  fatisjied  his  curiofity.  The 
fwiftnefs  of  this  animal  is  very  amazing;  it  outftrips  even  thp 
antelope.  It  is  becoiije  proverbial  for  this  quality  among  the 
nations  to  whom  it  is  known  in  a  ftate  of  nature.  The  inhabi- 
tant* of  Thibet  give  it  for  a  rider,  Chamnfio,  their  god  of  lire. 
The  Tartars  fometimes  take  wild  mules  young,  and  unhurt;  but 
always  find  them  fierce  .md  untameable.  European  arts  might 
pofTibly  be  more  fucccfsful :  but,  were  the  wild  mule  taught  to 
be  peaceful  and  domellic,  like  the  horfc?,  it  would  perhaps  degcr 
nerate  in  fpirit  and  fvviftnefs.  Its  arts  of  annoyance  and  defence 
are,  like  thofe  of  the  horfe,  biting  and  kicking.  In  rainy  or 
llormy  weather,  thefe  animals  are  lef.  ihy  and  more  fpiritlefs  than 
at  other  times.  Except  on  fuch  occafions,  or  wl>en  the  hunter 
comes  upon  them  by  furprife,  and  lurks  behind  a  tomb,  or  in  ^ 
ditch,  when  they  come  to  drink,  or  eat  the  Hilt  of  the  defert,  it  is 
impofTible  to  Ihoot,  or  take  them.  The  Mongalians  and  Tunr 
gufi  prefer  their  flelh  to  that  of  the  horfe,  and  even  to  that  of  the 
bear  :  they  eileem  it  very  nourifhing  and  vvholefome.  The  fkin 
iis  made  into  boots.  Their  fenfes  of  hearing  and  fmelling  are  ex- 
quifitely  acute.' 

The  following  remarks  on  the  fagaclty  of  the  elephant  are 
tranfcribed  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  propriety  of  our  author's  re- 
fiedlions. 

*  Hiilorians  and  travellers  relate  many  tales  concerning  the  pru- 
dence, penetrating  fagacity,  and  obliging  temper  of  the  elephant, 
which  can  fcarce  appear  credible.  The  ancients  have  afcribed  to 
this  fpecies  fentiments  of  religion,  and  the  tendereft  emotions  of 
ibcial  airea:ion.    They  pra6tife,  fay  fome  ancient  naturalifts,  rites 
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of  abUuicn  with  religious  folemnity  ;  they  venerate  the  Tun  and 
moon,  and  the  other  powers  of  heaven;  they  are  endowed  with  a 
fpirit  of  divination,  and  their  forefight  penetrates  through  the 
mills  which  veil  futurity:  his  fellows  gather  around  a  dying  ele- 
phant, cheer  his  lafl  moments  with  friendly  fympathy  and  kind 
offices,  bedew  his  corpfc  with  their  tears,  and  depofite  it  decently 
in  the  grave.  A  modern  traveller  relates  a  no  lefs  wonderful  fto- 
ry;  that  when  a  wild  elephant  is  taken,  and  his  feet  tied,  the 
hunters  accofthim,  make  apologies  for  binding  him,  and  promife 
him  the  fairclt  ufage;  upon  which  the  elephant  becomes  perfe6lly 
fatisfied  with  his  change  of  condition,  and  follows  his  new  maf- 
ters  quietly  home.  Did  this  Ilory  afcribe  to  the  elephant  no  more 
than  human  fagacity,  and  human  placidity  of  temper,  I  ihould  not 
prefume  to  queJlion  its  truth.  But  it  fuppofes  him  endowed  with 
an  intuitive  knowledge  of  human  languages,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  attributes  to  him  a  degree  of  fimple  credulity  inconfiiteat 
with  his  penetration,  and  a  tamencfs  of  fpirit  derogatory  from  his 
dignity  of  mind.* 

We  (hall  add  only  M.  Steller's  defcription  of  the  fea-ape,  a 
fpecies  of  manati. 

*  This  is  another  very  fingular  animal,  feen  by  Mr.  Steller  on 
the  coaft  of  America.  It  was  five  feet  long,  with  a  head  like  a 
dog's;  it  had  ere<^  and  Iharp  ears;  large  eyes;  a  fort  of  beard 
on  both  lips;  its  body  was  round,  thickeft  near  the  head,  taper- 
ing to  the  tail,  which  was  bifurcated ;  the  upper  lobe  the  long- 
ell :  its  body  was  covered  with  thick  hair,  grey  on  the  back  and 
red  on  the  belly.  Mr.  Steller  could  difcover  neither  feet  nor 
paws.  It  was  full  of  frolic,  played  a  thoufand  monkey  tricks  ; 
Ibmetimes  fwimming  on  one  fide,  fometimes  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  ihip,  looking  at  it  fcemingly  with  great  amazement.  It  would 
come  fo  near  the  fhip,  that  it  might  be  touched  with  a  pole;  but 
if  any  body  ilirred,  it  would  immediately  retire.  It  often  raifsd 
one  third  of  its  body  above  the  water,  and  ftood  ered  a  confider- 
abie  time :  then  fuddenly  darted  under  the  fliip,  and  appeared  in 
the  fame  attitude  on  the  other  fide;  and  would  repeat  this  for 
thirty  times  together.  It  would  frequently  bring  up  a  fea  plant, 
nat  unlike  the  bottlegourd,  which  it  would  tofs  about  and  catch 
it  again  in  its  mouth,  playing  numberlefs  fantaftic  tricks  with  it.* 

The  work  is  printed  with  accuracy  and  neatnefs  :  the  plates, 
as  ufual  in  the  productions  of  our  northern  neighbours,  very 
deficient  in  elegance,  and  very  inferior  in  execution  to  the  reft 
of  the  fyilem.  To  point  out  their  peculiar  defedis  would  be 
ufelefs  *,  but  we  muft  mention  one  fault,  becaufe  it  is  a  common 
One.  We  allude  to  the  rcprcfentation  of  many  animals  in  the 
fame  plate,  which  deftroys  every  idea  of  proportion  :  in  fcpa-» 
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tate  plates  it  is  impoffible  to  adhere  to  it  ftricily,  yet  by  adding 
a  furrounding  fcenery  the  fize  may  be  eafily  gueiTed  at.  Wc 
obferved  in  one  inftance  in  the  prefent  volume,  the  reprefen- 
tation  of  the  camelopard>  where  a  man  is  introduced  into  the 
plate  with  good  eiFect.  But  the  defign  is  executed  fo  imper- 
fe£tly,  that  the  man  can  be  only  five  feet  if  the  proportion  is 
accurate. 

CeUJiina,     A  Novel,  in  Four  Volumes,     By  Charlotte  Smiths 

Second  Edition.  S-z/j?.  I2i.  Boards,  Cadell.  1791. 
TN  the  modern  fchool  of  novel-writers,  Mrs.  Smith  holds  2 
^  very  diftinguiftied  rank ;  and,  if  not  the  firft,  (he  is  fo  near 
as  fcarcely  to  be  ftyled  an  inferior.  Perhaps,  with  mifs  Bur- 
ncy  (he  may  be  allowed  to  hold  *  a  divided  fway  ;*  and,  though 
on  fome  occafions  below  her  fifter-queen,  yet,  from  the  greater 
number  of  her  works,  flie  feems  to  poffefs  a  more  luxuriant 
imagination,  and  a  more  fertile  invention.  Let  not  mifs 
Burney  be  angry  at  this  remark ;  or,  if  (he  is,  we  will  hear 
with  plcafure  the  whole  weight  of  her  indignation,  if  it  aroufes 
her  ilecping  genius,  and  urges  her  to  (how  that,  in  thefe  re- 
fpecls  alfo,  fhe  can  etcel.' — But  this  is  from  the  purpofe  of 
our  prefent  defign. 

We  had  lately  occafion  to  obferve  that  Ethelinde,  lefs  fplen- 
did  than  Emmeline,  fhining  with  a  rnellower,  lefs  obftrufive 
light,  pofiefled  a  peculiar  merit,  and  was,  on  the  whole,  high- 
ly pleafing  and  interefting.  Celeflina,  perhaps,  is  of  a  fimilar 
kind,  inferior  in  fome  refpedVs  to  Emmeline,  and  lefs  varied  in 
characters  than  Ethelinde,  yet  fcarcely  lefs  interefting  or  enter- 
taining. Wc  had  heard  by  accident  the  outline  of  the  ftory, 
and  thought  it  trite  and  artificial ;  but  we  were  agreeably  dif- 
appointed  by  finding  the  myftery  fo  artfully  involved,  that  a 
common  incident  appeared  in  a  light  fo  important,  as  to  (liow 
greater  ingenuity  than  a  lefs  hackneyed  plot.  The  conduft  of 
the  ftory,  through  the  whole  of  the  firft  volume,  is  excellent ; 
and  the  doubts  which,  in  her  laft  moments,  Mrs.  Willoughby 
left,  the  obfcurity  which  hung  over  the  ftory  of  Celeftina,  give 
force  and  probability  to  the  fabricated  tale  of  lady  Caftlenorth. 
In  the  fecond  and  third  volume  the  error  that  we  obferved  in 
Ethelinde  is  confpicuous :  the  ftory  hangs  fufpended.  But  for 
the  fufpenfe  in  Celeftina  fome  apology  occurs.  To  preferve  the 
heroine  from  a  fufpicion  of  change,  and  at  the  fame  time  by  af- 
fording Willoughby  room  for  fufpicion  to  aggravate  the  diftrefs, 
it  was  necelTary  to  bring  Montague  Thorold's  numerous, 
quiet  attentions  forward,  and  give  Cecilia's  gratitude  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  fofter  paflion.  If  this  was  Mrs.  Smith's  inten- 
tion {lie  has  fucceeded  very  well,  by  introducing  the  journey 
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to  the  Highlands,  and  judlcloully  varying  the  flillcr  fcenes,by 
the  impetuous  and  irregular  wildnefs  of  Vavafor.  In  the  laft: 
volume,  tlie  diitrefs  is  very  artfully  raifed  to  its  highcil  pitch; 
hut  perhaps  the  catallrophe  is  not  very  dexteroully  unravelled- 
An  experienced  novel-reader  knows,  that  a  longftoryis  not  intro- 
duced at  the  conclufion  of  a  work  without  a  particular  defign: 
the  objeft  therefore  is  too  obvious  ;  and  it  is  even  more  im- 
properly anticipated  by  noticing  the  refemblance  of  Anzo- 
letta  to  CcleiUna.  If  the  count  de  Beliegarde  had  not  been 
introduced  fo  formally,  if  Anzoletta  had  been  kept  out  of 
fight ;  if  his  (lory  had  been  told  with  the  numerous  interrup- 
tions of  a  diflurbed  mind,  the  orphan  left  at  the  convent  at 
Hieres,  and  taken  by  an  Englifli  lady,  abruptly  mentioned, 
the  ^^c^  would  have  been  much  greater.  The  mind  of  the 
reader  would  have  been  at  once  diverted  from  the  attention 
beftowed  on  the  count  to  the  fubjeft  moft  interefting,  and  would 
have  returned  with  an  elailicity  proportioned  to  the  pain  \x. 
had  felt  from  being  fo  long  abfent  from  the  heroine.  At  pre- 
fent,  the  whole  is  forefeen,  and  curiofity  is  only  excited,  by  the 
method  of  introducing  it  to  Willoughby.  The  real  denoue- 
ment, or  rather  the  part  of  it  moft  afFe^ling,  is  the  fcene  at 
Exmouth. — We  know  not  how  the  ladies  will  forgive  Mrs- 
Smith  for  making  her  heroine  fo  very  condefcending,  after 
fuch  numerous  apparent  infults.  Though  faftidious  criticifm 
may  point  out  thefe  little  errors,  the  feeling  heart  will,  on 
various  occafions,  acknowledge  our  Author's  power  of  afFe£l:- 
ing  it  by  frequent  tears.  We  have  been  induced  more  than 
once  to  take  off  our  fpeclacles,  and  wipe  our  eyes,  '  Of  drops 
that  facred  pity  had  engendered.' 

To  notice  all  the  characters  would  be  fuperfluous.  The 
hero  and  heroine  muft  be  of  courfe  faultlefs ;  and  the  delicacy 
of  the  drawing,  the  (kill  in  diftinguiihing  the  minuter  features, 
of  the  mind,  are  generally  difplayed  in  the  fubordinate  charac- 
ters. The  neweft  and  moft  ftriking  is  that  of  Vavafor,  the 
friend  of  Willoughby.  He  is  defcribed  as  an  impetuous  young 
man,  the  Have  of  his  paflions,  but  not  devoid  of  better  prin- 
ciples, of  honour,  generofity,  and  courage.  Though  attached 
to  Willoughby,  he  loves  Celeftina  *,  and,  unufed  to  controul, 
his  violence  often  breaks  out,  when  Willoughby  has  left  Ce- 
leftina, on  the  fuppofition  that  (lie  was  his  fifter ;  a  tale  found- 
ed on  the  obfcurity  of  her  birth,  the  fond  partiality  of  his  mo- 
ther, and  fabricated  by  his  aunt  lady  Caftlenorth,  a  woman 
of  obfcure  family,  who  wiftied  to  fecure  Willoughby  for  her 
daughter.  This  union,  or  rather  this  contraft  of  different 
qualities  in  Vavafor,  rendered  the  reprefentation  of  his  con- 
4du^  a  difficult  taik.  We  watched  him  with  care,  for  we  fear- 
ed 
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cd  he  mrght  prove  the  fatal  rock  on  which  the  chara£ler  of  th<r 
author  would  at  leaft  be  endangered.  Sometimes  flie  trem- 
bled on  the  verge  of  error,  fometimes  we  thought  the  danger 
inevitable  ;  but  we  can  add,  that  Ihe  has  not  once  failed,  nor 
has  flie  fhunned  the  mofl  trying  fituations;  Vavafor,  in  every 
part,  is  fupported  ivith  great  ilvill  and  propriety.  Lord  Caflle- 
tiorth's  chara£ler  has  often  appeared  j  he  is  the  man  of  qua- 
lity, vain  of  his  titles  and  his  pedigree.  Lady  Caftlenorth,  the 
vain,  intriguing,  low-bred  u^oman,'  is  well  drawn,  and  accu- 
rately fupported :  her  daughter,  Mifs  Fitzhayman,  is  not  par- 
ticularly difcriminated.  The  firft  introdudion  of  Cathcart 
refcmbles  a  little  the  hrfh  appearance  of  Macartney  in  Evelina; 
but  the  refemblance  is  momentary  only.  Montague  Thorold, 
the  fufceptible  fcholar ;  the  indolent  and  liltlefs  woman  offa- 
fhion,  and  the  well-bred  carelefs  hufband  in  Sir  Philip  and 
lady  Molyneux  ;  the  artlefs  afte^iionate  Jefley ;  the  volatile,^ 
lively,  fcheming  Elphingfton,  the  dupe  of  his  own  fanguine 
temper  and  good  heart,  are  very  well  difcriminated.  The  laft 
chara61:er  reminded  us  of  Stafford  — Has  our  author  copied 
from  her  own  work,  or  again  taken  a  portrait — a  more  pleaf- 
ing  fketch  from  real  life  ? 

The  fituations  are  generally  interefting,  and  generally  well 
chofen :  the  defcriptions  difplay  all  Mrs.  Smith's  ufual  fancy 
aad  glow  of  colouring.  The  fonnets  are  pleafing  and  poetical. 
But,  while  we  admire  the  park-fcene  at  Alveflone,  when  Ce- 
leflina,  left  by  Wllloughby,  and  in  fufpence  refpeding  the 
caufe,  leaves  the  feat  to  which  fhe  had  been  fo  much  attach- 
ed, during  the  life  of  her  patronefs,  we  cannot  admit  of  the 
propriety  of  introducing  a  fonnet.  Poetry  is  the  production  of  a 
mind  that  has  regained  fome  (hare  of  eafe;  it  is  incompatible 
with  deep  diitrefs,  and  more  fo  with  an  anxious  uneafy  fuf*. 
penfe.  Even  that  introduced  during  her  refidence  in  the  ifle 
of  Skie,  though  elegant  and  beautiful,  fpeaks  rather  too  warm 
a  language. 

We  ought  not  to  conclude  without  adding  a  few  fpeclmens; 
and,  as  the  defcrlptive  parts  are  more  eafily  feparated  from  the 
reft,  we  (hall  prefer  thole  fketched  in  the  Hebrides,  The  fol- 
lowing defcription  of  an  approaching  ftorm  is  excellent. 

<  Celeflira  left  alone,  went  out,  as  was  her  cuftom,  even  although 
the  evening  was  already  clofed  in ;  and  Handing  on  the  edge  of 
the  rocks,  near  the  houfe,  remarked  the  fingular  appearance  of 
the  moon,  which  was  now  rifing.  It  was  large  and  of  a  dull  red, 
furrounded  by  clouds  of  a  deep  purple,  whofe  ikirts  feemcd  touchw 
ed  with  flame.  Large  volumes  of  heavy  vapours  were  gathering 
in  the  Iky,  and  the  heaving  furges  fwelled  towards  the  fiiore,  and 
broke  ttpon  it  with  that  fuilen  regularity  that  foretells  a  llorm-. 

From 
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t*!"©!!!  the  north  arofe  diftinflly  the  pointed  rays  of  the  aut-ora  bo- 
rcalis  :  fiery  and  portentous,  they  Teemed  to  flafh  like  faint  light- 
ning a  little  while,  till  the  moon  becoming  clearer,  rendered  them 
lefs  vifible. 

*  Not  a  found  was  heard  but  the  dull  murmurs  of  the  fea  oh 
ioiie  fide,  and  the  rapid  waterfalls  oh  the  other,  whofe  encreafed 
noife  foretold  with  equal  certainty  an  approaching  tempeft;  Ce- 
leftina,  who  was  in  that  difpofition  of  mind  to  which  horrors  are 
congenial,  walked  flovvly  on  notwithftanding  ;  but  quitting  the 
cliiFs,  on  account  of  the  gales  of  wind  which  now  blew  from  the 
fea,  fhe  went  along  a  narrow  pafs,  where  there  was  a  cairn,  or 
heap  of  ftones  loofely  piled  together,  the  work  of  the  firft  wild  na- 
tives of  the  country  ;  and  as  that  was  as  far  as  Ihe  thought  pro* 
per  to  venture  from  the  houfe,  though  it  was  not  more  than  eight 
o'clock,  ftie  leaned  penfively  againll  it,  and  watched  with  fome 
furprife  the  flu6luations  of  the  clouds  that  were  wildly  driven  by 
the  wind  acrofs  the  difk  of  the  moon>  and  liftened  with  a  kind  of 
chill  awe,  to  the  loud  yet  hollow  echo  of  the  wind  among  the  hills ; 
which  fometimes  fobbed  with  ftormy  violence  for  a  moment,  and 
then  fuddenly  finking,  was  fucceeded  by  a  paufe  more  terrible.* 

In  the  following  fcenery  our  author  has  occafionally  em- 
ployed the  colours  of  OlTian,  and  has  fuffered,  a  little  inad- 
vertently, fome  of  the  concetti  of  her  favourite  Italians  to  de- 
form her  lapguagCi 

'  To  indulge  this  encreafing  fadnefs>  it  was  how  her  cuftom  to 
walk  out  alone  after  dinner,  and  to  make  for  herfelf  a  fpecies  of 
gloomy  enjoyment  from  the  dreary  and  wild  fcenes  around  her.  A 
little  time  before,  fhe  had  been  imagining  how  pleafant  the  moil 
defolate  of  thefe  barren  iflands  might  be  rendered  to  her  by  the 
prefence  of  her  beloved  Willoughby.  She  now  rather  fought 
images  of  horror^  The  fun,  far  diflant  froni  this  northern  region^ 
was  as  faint  and  languid  as  the  fick  thoughts  of  Celeftina:  his 
feeble  rays  no  longer  gave  any  warm  colouring  to  the  rugged  cliffs  that 
rofe  above  her  head,  or  lent  the  undulating  fea  that  fparkling  bril- 
liance which  a  few  weeks  before  had  given  gaiety  and  cheerfulnefs 
even  to  thefe  fcattered  maffes  of  almoft  naked  l^one,  againll  which 
the  water  inccfTantly  broke.  Grey,  fullen,  and  cold,  the  waves 
now  flowly  rolled  towards  the  Ihore,  where  CeleiUna  frequently 
fat  whole  hours,  as  if  to  count  them,  when  fhe  had  in  reality  no 
Idea  prefent  10  her  but  Willoughby,  lofl  to  her  for  ever-^Willough» 
by  forgetting  her,  and  married  to  mifs  Fitz-Hayraan  !' 

With  the  fcene  from  the  final  cataflrophe  we  miift  conclude 
Cur  article  ;  for  the  fonnets  are  perhaps  not  fuperior  to  thofe. 
formerly  pifblifhedj  and  our  article  is  extended  beyond  our 
expectation  and  indeed  our  intentions. 
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'  Suddenly  a  voice  was  heard  in  the  pafTagf,  enquiring  for 
lady  Horatia  Howard  of  her  (ervant — **  My  lady  is  within,  fir," 
replied  the  man — **  and  who  are  with  her"—-**  Mr.  and  Mr^i. 
Thorold,  and''-^— The  fervant  was  going  on — when  the  enquirer 
faid  vehemently — **  It  is  enough — let  me  however  fee  them.'* 
Celellina,  at  the  firft  found  of  this  voice,  had  ftarted  from  her 
chair — Tiie  fecond  fenrence  it  uttered  affe<fted  her  ftill  more  ;  but 
fhe  had  no  time  to  anfvver  the  eager  enquiry  of  Montague  Thorold 
— *'  What  is  the  matter?"  before  the  parlour  door  opened  ;  and 
pale,  breathless — with  an  expreflion  to  which  only  the  pencil  caii 
do  juftice,   fhe  faw  before  her  the  figure  of  Willoughby. 

*  There  was  agony  and  defperation  in  his  looks.  He  gafped  ; 
Ke  would  have  fpoken,  but  could  not.  The  company  all  rofe  in 
filence.  Lady  Horatia,  who  hardly  knew  him  even  by  fight, 
looked  at  Celeftina  for  an  explanation,  which  fhe  wa«  unable  to  give 

' — At  length  Willoughby,  as  if  by  an  effort  ofpaflionate  phrenzy, 
approached  Celeftina  — and  faid,  in  a  horrid  and  inarticulate  way, 
— *'  I  would  fpeak  to  you.  Madam  —  though — to —  this  gentle- 
man, I  fuppoTe,"  and  he  turned  to  Montague  Thorold,  **  1  mull 
apply  for  permiflion." 

*  His  manner,  his  look,  as  wildly  he  caft  his  eyes  aroand  and" 
faw  all  the  family  of  theThorolds  affembled,  which  confirmed  his 
idea  of  her  being  married,  contributed  to  overwhelm  Celeftira> 
with  terror  and  amazement.  Slie  no  more  doubted  of  his  marriage 
with  his  coufm,  than  he  did  of  hers  ;  and  could  not  conjedure 
why  he  came,  or  why  he  looked  fo  little  in  his  fenfes — fhe  fat 
down,  for  her  limbs  refufed  to  fupport  her — and  faintly  faid,  or  ra- 
ther tried  to  fay,  **  I  hope  J  fee  Mr.  Willoughby  well." 

'  Lady  Horatia  then  addreffed  herfelf  to  him — defired  him  ta 
take  a  chair,  and  to  do  her  the  honour  of  ftaying  fupper  with  her. 
—-He  heard  or  heeded  her  not — but,  with  fixed  eyes,  gazing  on 
Celeftina,  he  ftruck  his  hands  together  and  cried — while  the  vio** 
lence  of  his  emotion  choaked  him — **  It  is  all  over  then — I  have- 
loft  her  — and  ha\*e  nothing  to  do  here — No,  by  heaven,  I  cannot 
bear  it!" — He  then  turned  away,  and  left  the  room  as  haflily  as 
he  entered  it.' 

*■*  My  dear  Celeftina,"  cried  lady  Horatia^  *'  what  does  aM 
this  mean  ?  Do,.Mr.  Montague  —  for  mifs  De  Morn^y  ii>,  I  fee,  mucK 
alarmed— Do,  fpeak  to  Mr.  Willoughby — I  am  really  concerned  to- 
fee  him  in  fach  a  fituatjon." 

**  No  ;"  faid  Celeftina,  who.  would  not  for  the  world  have  had 
Alontague  Thorold  foilavv  him — *"*  No  j  I  will  go  myfelf^  aftoc 
him."— 


*'  There  was  a  lltle  vacant  parlour  near  the  door;  there  Wil- 
loughby fat  down.     The  lervauts  vvhc  were  aflenibled,  brought 
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t^ndles ;  Celertlna  flood  filently  by  the  table  on  which  they  were 
placed ;  and  Willoughby  bid  Farnham  leave  the  room. 

*  A  fhori  filence  enfued.  Willoughby  feemed  to  be  aihamcd 
of  his  wcaknefs,  and  trying  to  colle<?t  fortitude  to  bear  like  a 
man  the  cruellelt  moment  he  had  ever  pail,  he  arofe  and  ap- 
proached Celellina,  faying  in  a  low>  grave,  and  tremulous  tone, 
**  I  have  no  right.  Madam,  to  diHrefs  you  —  T  have  no  juft 
caufe  of  complaint  againfl  you — I  am  very  miferable — I  dcferve 
your  pity — your  prayers-^l  have  been  deceived — you,  I  hope, 
will  never  have  fo  much  caufe  to  regret  it,  as  I  mull:  have — ^you, 
I  hope,  are  happy — v/ill  be  happy. *'-^He  could  fay  no  more,  bnt 
put  hi.^  hand  on  his  heart,  and  looked  on  Celeftina  with  cyzs  fo 
exnreflive  of  defpair  and  giif-f,  thiit  all  the  exquiiite  tendernefs  Ihe 
had  ever  felt  for  him,  returned  at  once;  fhe  forgot  that  he  was  (as 
fhe  believed)  the  hufband  of  mifs  Fitz-Hayman  ;  but  he  was  in  a 
moment  the  beloved  Willoughby,  the  iirit  and  only  pcffelTor  of  her 
heart.  She  threw  her  arms  around  him,  and  fobbing  on  his  bo- 
fom,  became  almort  fenfelefs,  from  the  violence  and  variety  of 
emotions  that  overwhelmed  her. 

*  He  fiirunk,  however  from  her.  '*  Who  is  it,*'  faid  he,  ''  gra- 
cious Heaven  1  that  I  thus  hold  in  my  arms  ? — -Not  my  Celeftina, 
my  own  Celeftina;  but  the  wife  of  another — Go  madam — I  en- 
treat you  leave  me — GOy  or  phrenzy  may  overtake  me,  and  I  may- 
attempt  impoffibilities  —  to  tear  yovi  from  your  huiband." — — . 
'*  Hufbandl'*  cried  Celeftina—'*  I  have  no  huftjand."  — "  Are 
you  not  married  then  ?  not  married  to  Montague  ThoroLd  ?"— • 
**  No,  indeed — indeed  I  am  not." — *'  Not  married — nor  intend- 
ing to  be  married  ?" — '*  Neither,  indeed."  — "  And  you  are  at 
liberty^  then,  to  be  mine." — "  I  am,  if  you  know  that  we  ought 
not  to  be  divided." 


The  Hcdaya,  or  Guide 5  a  Commentary  on  the  ATuJjii'man  Lazvs  : 
tranjiated  by  Order  of  the  Goirernor-Generai' and  Council  of  '^ 
Bengal,  By  Charles  Hamilton,  4  Vols,    ^to.    5/.  55.-  Boards, 
Kearfley.     1791. 
^T^HIS  Work  is  one  of  the  moft  important  wKich  has  occurred 
-*•     in  the  courfe  of  our  literary  labours.     The  ftudy  of  the 
laws  of  nations,  fo  much  promoted  by  the  immortal  exertions 
of  Montefquieu,  be^^ins  to  be  univerfally  efteerried,  as  not  only 
higlily  interefting  in  itfelf,  but  as  eflential  to  the  progrels  o£ 
fociety  and  of  human  happinefs*     To  the  glory  of  this  counr 
try  two  of  the  gi'andeft  monuments  oi  leglllation,  the  Code  of 
Gcntoo  Laws,  and  the  prefent  production,  have  been  profent- 
«id  to  the  literary  world  in  the  EngliOi  language,  and  by  the 
patronage  of  an  Engilfh  gentleman,  Mr.  Raftings.     Our  gra- 
titude prompts  us  to  augur  that  the  voice  of  pofterity  will  com— 
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penfiitc  the  fame  of  this  gentleman  for  any  diminution  Infl^cle^i 
by  the  gUtter  of  unprincipled  eloquence,  or  the  cry  of  abfurd- 
ky,  which  confounds  the  confined  line  of  domellic  moraHty 
with  the  wide  fphere  of  political  exertion,  in  which,  as  in  the 
fyftem  of  xiature,  univerfal  good  cannot  be  accomplifhed  witlv* 
out  partial  evil. 

The  produdHon  now  before  us  may  be  regarded  as  a  com- 
plete expofition  of  the  Mahometan  law\S5  which  extend  over 
fo  large  and  fair  a  part  of  the  globe.  In  many  ttfpe6ls 
this  legillation  bears  an  intimate  refemblance  to  the  Judaic,  as 
being  radically  founded  upon  one  work  of  divine  revelation, 
(in  the  Mahometan  opinion)  as  being  of  courfe  unchangeable, 
and  as  blending,  by  infinite  ramifications,  the  di6lates  of  pofi- 
tive  law  with  the  mod  minute  parts  of  private  manners.  The 
Chriftian  fyilem,  contained  in  the  New  Teftanient,  happily 
furniihes  no  legal  code,  but  leaves  ample  fcope  to  the  diverfities 
of  government,  climate,  manners,  focial  inftitutions,  education^ 
civil  laws :  while  the  Mahometan,,  and  fome  otlier  eaflern  le- 
giflations  founded  on  religion,  fix  minute  but  fevere  bonds  up- 
on human  a£lion>  and  allow  little  fcope  for  the  progrefs  of  ci- 
vilization. But  thefe  general  reflections  mull  be  abandoned^ 
as  leading  to  fpeculations  too  extenfive  ;  we  fliall  therefore 
return  to  the  confidcration  of  the  Hcdaya. 

After  a  well-deferved  dedication  to  Mr.  Haftings,.  occurs  an 
i\ble  and  fenfible  preliminary  difcourfe  by  the  tranflator.  JMr, 
Hamilton  obferves  that, 

•  — '  the  judicial  regulations  both  of  the  Hindoos  and  the  Moham  - 
medans  are,  in  fail,  (o  intimately  blended  with  their  religion,  that 
any  attempts  to  change  the  former  would  be  felt  by  them  as  a 
violation  of  the  latter;  and  fliould  the  wifdom  of  the  Britiih  le- 
giflature  ever  fuggefl  the  expedieney  of  introducing  an  uniform 
iyftem  of  jurifprudence  among  them,  it  will,  at  the  fame  time; 
di£late  the  necelTity  of  preferving  facred  and  unafFeded  an  infinite 
number  of  ufages,  efiential  to  the  eafe  and  happinefs  of  a  people 
differing  from  us  widely  in  culloms,  manners,  and  habits  of  think- 
ing, as  in  climate,  complcxiou,  or  language. — Towards  the  ac- 
compllfhment  of  fuch  an  important  fyftem,  every  effort  which  may 
tend  to  dex'elope  their  laws  is  undoubtedly  a  ftep,  and  therefor* 
carries  with  it  its  own  recommendation. — It  was  this  more  remote 
.cotifideration,  as  well  as  the  immediate  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  it,  which  dlt^lated  tl>€  compilation  of  the  Hindoo  Code: 
and  it  was  the  fame  motive  which  gave  rife  to  the  preCent  publi- 
cation.' 

The  tranflator  then  procccvl^  to  give  a  brief  but  clear  idea  of 
the  Muflulniun  hw,  wiii^^h  proceeds  in  its  determinations  upoii 

two 
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two  grounds,  the  text  of  the  Koran,  and  the  Sonnay  or  oral  law, 
•^orrefponding  with  the  Mifhna  of  the  Jews.  , 

'  The  precepts  of  the  Koran  are  of  two  defcriptions,  prohibitory 
and  injundive.  In  the  application  of  them  to  pradice  they  are 
.always  confiJercd  as  unquellionable  and  irrefragable,  except 
where  one  paffage  has  been  contradided,  and  confcqucntly  re- 
pealed, by  a  fubfequent  pafTage,  fome  inilances  of  which  are  cited 
in  the  courfe  of  this  .Conimentiiry.' 

Sonna  is  to  be  undei-ftood  as  fignifying  cuftom,  regulation, 
or  inftitute  j  and  implies  the  oral  law,  which  never  was  conv 
niitted  to  writing  by  the  Arabian  legiilator,  but  is  deduced 
from  the  tradition  of  his  precepts  and  decllions,  preferved  by 
authorifed  perfons ;  and  refers  to  many  obje6ls  fpiritual  and 
temporal,  not  mentioned,  or  hut  flightly  traced,  in  the  Koran. 
Thefe  traditions  are  divided  into  two  clafles,  the  Hadees  Nab- 
^ivee,  as  uninfpired  fentences  of  the  prophet;  and  the  Hadees 
Koodfec^  or  divine  fentences  :  but  both  have  the  force  of  law. 

After  detailing  the  foundations  of  the  Mahometan  inftitutes, 
Mr.  Hamilton  proceeds  to  account  for  thofe  varieties  which  a^ 
prefent  appear  in  the  fuperflrudture^  and  begins  with  explain- 
ing the  events  which  gave  birth  to  the  firft  great  fchifm  among 
the  followers  of  Mahomet.  Having  narrated  the  fuccefiion  of 
the  firfl  caliphs,  and  the  fate  of  Alee,  or  Ali,  and  his  family, 
the  tranflator  thus  gives  the  ftate  of  tliis  iraportaait  fchifm. 

'  From  this  period  the  pofterity  of  Alee  ft-rek  into  obfcurity  and 
infignificance,  except  in  the  eyes  of  their  fedlaries.' — Their  de- 
fcendants,  however,  under  the  title  of  Seyids,  liave  fpread  over 
India,  Perfia,  Turkey,  ar.d  the  northern  coaft  of  Africa,  are  held 
in  veneration  by  t^ie  inaltitude  as  inheriting  the  blood  of  the  pro- 
phet, and  have  frequently  excited  the  jealoufy  o^f  the  reigning 
princes  of  Arabia  and  Turkey, — In  Perfia  and  India  particular- 
ly, the  memory  of  Alee  and  his  fons  is  cherished  among  the  peo- 
ple with  a  veneration  approaching  to  idolatry;  and  the  latter 
country  exhibits  forhe  ftriking  inilances  of  the  force  of  this  par.- 
tiality,  which  poflibly  a  long  lapfe  of  time,  inftead  of  weakening, 
has  rather  contributed  to  ftrengthcn. — Th-e  MufTulman  princes  of 
Hindoftan  are,  in  general,  Soonis,  as  w^U  as  mod  of  their  chief 
men,  the  heads  of  rhe  law,  or  the  minifters  of  fiate,  whilft  the 
great  body  of  Mohammedans,  beiog  defccnded  from  a  PerfiaQ 
llcck,  or  from  the  profelytes  of  the  firfl:  Mohammedan  conquerors, 
adhere  rigidly  to  the  principles  of  the  Shiyas. — The  nizam,  one 
of  themoft  powerful  and  independent  of  thofe  princes,  cannot  at- 
tend public  v.'orfliip  in  the  Jama  mofque  of  his  capital  (Hydra- 
bad)  becaufe  of  the  anathemas  weekly  uttered  there  againft  the 
iiiurping  khaliphs  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiah. — At  Lucknow,on  the 
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tenth  of  Moharrim,  the  effigy  of  Omar  (who,  a$  being  the  fitft 
propofer  of  an  ele6live  khalifat,  in  prejudice  to  the  right  of  Alee, 
is  regarded  by  his  adherents  with  parvicular  abhorrence),  is  fet  up, 
jfjlled  with  fweetmeats,  as  a  mark  to  ihoot  arrows  at^  and,  after 
being  ufed  with  every  fpecies  of  indignity,  is  torn  to  pieces,  and 
its  contents  devoured  by  the  enthufiallic  votaries  of  Alec. — This 
day  is  throughout  ihefe  regions  obferved  as  the  anniverfary  of  the 
death  of  HolTein.  and  his  brethren,  and  celebrated  by  fongs  and 
proccfljons.  The  magnificent  maufoleui^is  ereded  to  the  memory 
,oi  thefe  illuftrious  martyrs  are  ftil!  vifitcd  by  their  adherents,  whq 
regard  this  token  of  refpedl  as  fcarcely  lefs  meritorious  than  a 
pilgrimage  to  the  kaba  iifelf ;  and  the  real  or  fiflitious  defcend- 
;\nis  frpm  this  facred  ftock  have,  at  different  times,  made  their  af- 
finity to  the  prophet'a  pretext  forafiuming  the  regal  or  pontifical 
authority  in  Syria  and  Africa. — They  claim,  moreover,  a  certain 
pre-eminence,  and  exchifive  privileges^  to  fome  of  which  they  are 
admitted,  even  in  Turkey,  where  the  memory  of  Alee  is  leafc 
,  refpedled,  and  the  f  rctenficns  of  his  Hne  to  the  khalifat  utteily 
.denied. — A  few  flight  traces  of  their  affumed  fuperiority  may  be 
difcovercd  in  this  Commentary.* 

In  tilt  Koian  there  are  many  variations,  arifing  from  its  being 
written  originally  in  the  Koreifli  chara£ler,  and  afterguards  in 
the  Arabic;  and  as  the  latter  was  dcftitute  of  vowels,  the  fenfe^ 
'of  courfe,  depended  much  on  the  pronunciation  of  the  Mokr'is, 
or'  readers ;  whence  upon  the  introdudtion  of  the  vocal  points 
a  variation  took  place  in  the  copies,  according  to  the  manner 
of  the  reader,  upon  whofe  authority  they  were  inferted.  The 
traditions  atfordcd  a  ilill  wider  field  for  variation ;  for,  being 
publilhed  by  the  Arabian  leaders  as  occafion  or  paflicn  di6lated, 
tjicy  fwcUed  into  an  enormous,  and  often  coiitradi6tory  and 
incongruous  mafs,  and  every  colle£i:or  has  afflimed  the  right  of 
forming  to  himfelf  a  ftandard  of  felediion.  From  a  note  of 
the  tranflator  it  appears,  that  not  lefs  than  feven  hundred  and 
fifty  thouiand  of  thefe  traditional  precepts  have  been  promuU 
gated. 

As  we  forefee  that  the  text  of  this  great  work  will  afford  few 
parages,  capable  of  detachment  and  extraction,  we  mean  to 
dwell  the  longer  upon  the  Preliminary  Difcourfe,  which  is  of 
a  more  popular  n^^ture,  and  prefents  general  and  accurate 
views. — Mr.  Hamilton  now  proceeds  to  giye  fome  account  of 
thofe  eminent  Mahometan  lawyer:.,  whofe  difculFions  occupy 
VI  coniiderabie  portion  of  this  work,  and  whofe  doftrlnes  and 
opinions  are  generally  admitted,  as  of  coercive  authority  at  the 
prefent  day.  The  diflerencp  of  tenets  did  not  enter  into  ju- 
dicial decilionsj  until  upwards  of  a  century  had  elapfed  after 

the 


The  Hedaya^  or  Guide.  ^2*7 

vflie  death  of  AH,  when  it  was  occafioned  by  the  ckfeftion  of 
Haneefa  from  the  party  of  the  Shiyas. 

The  orthodox  feels  arc  four  in  number  :  the  Hancefites,  the 
Malekites,  the  SJiafeites,  and  the  HanbuHtesj  but  all  are 
.'Soonis'i  or  traditionilts ;  though  the  firn;  mentioned  prefer  right 
reafon  to  the  traditions,  which  are  more  blindly  followed  by 
the  three  latter.  The  founder  of  the  firll  orthodox  feci  was 
Haneefa,  born  at  Koofa,  the  ancient  capital  of  Irak,  A.  D, 
702  :  his  authority  is  at  prefent  generally  admitted  in  Turkey, 
Tartary,  and  Hindoftan.  Malik  was  the  propagator  of  the 
fecond,  who  was  born  at  Medina,  A.  D.  71 6.  It  is  related  of 
him  that  when  the  great  caliph,  Haroon  al  Raflieed,  (we  follow 
Mr.  Hamilton's  orthography)  came  to  Medina,  to  vifit  the  tomb 
of  the  prophet,  Malik  having  gone  forth  to  meet  him,  the  ca- 
liph addrefled  him,  "  O  Malik,  I  entreat  it  as  a  favour  that  you 
will  come  every  day  tome,  and  my  two  fons  Amecn  and  Mai-^ 
anoon,  and  in{bru£l:  us  in  traditional  knowledge  ;"  to  which  the 
fage  h.iughtily  replied,  "  O  Caliph,  fcience  is  of  a  dignified 
•nature,  and  inflead  of  going  to  any  perfon,  requires  that  aH 
(hould  come  to  it."  It  is  faid  that  the  monarch  acknowledged 
the  juftice  of  the  apopiithegm,  and  fent  his  fons  to  Malik,  who 
feated  them  among  his  fcholars  without  any  diftinilion.  His 
.authority  is  cliielly  received  in  Barbary  and  the  other  African 
Hates.  The  founder  of  the  third  fe6l  was  Sliafei,  born  at  Af- 
•kalon  in  Palelline,  A.  D.  772,  whofe  didates  are  venerated  ia 
Egypt  and  Arabia.  The  fourth  fedl  originated  from  Hanbal, 
born  at  Bagdad,  A.  D.  786,  but  his  authority  is  little  regarded^i 
From  the  difciples  of  thefe  four  leaders  have  proceeded  an  im^ 
inenfe  number  of  commentaries.  The  Muflulman  courts  of 
juftice  confult  firft  the  Koran,  then  the  traditions  generally  ad- 
mitted as  authentic,  and  next  to  thefe  the  opinions  of  their  mofb 
approved  civilians.  The  two  former  lay  down  the  principles, 
,and  the  commentators  make  the  application. 

Mr.  Hamilton  next  gives  an  account  of  the  prefeut  work  in 
the  following  terms; 

'  AI  Hedaya  literally  figniiies  the  guUt,  There  are  many 
Arabic  works  on  philofophical  and  theological  fubje£ts  which 
bear  this  name.  The  prefent,  in  titled  Hedaya  fil  Fo.-oo,  or  the 
guide  in  particular  points^  was  compofed  by  Sheikh  Burhan-ad* 
deen  Alee,  who  was  born  at  Marghinan,  a  city  of  Maveralne'r, 
(the  ancient  Tranfoxamia)  about  A.  H.  530,  (A.  C.  I152)  and 
<lied  A.  H.  591.  As  a  lawyer,  his  reputation  was  beyond  that 
of  all  his  contemporaries.  He  produced  fevcral  works  upon  ju- 
rifprudencc,  which  are  all  confidered  as  of  unqueiliooabi.e  autho- 
rity.— According  to  the  account  which  he  himfelf  gives  us  in  his 
€X0fdiw5),  tte  Hedaya  is  a  Sharh  or  c.xpofition  of  a  work  previ- 
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oufly  compofed  by  him,  intitled  the  Badayat  al  Moobtidda,  an 
introdudion  to  the  ftudy  of  the  law,  written  for  the  ufe  of  his 
fcholars,  in  a  (lyle  exceedingly  clofe  and  obfcure,  and  which  (it 
ivould  appear)  required  an  iJluftrative  comment  to  enable  them  to 
comprehend  it,  — Of  the  Badayat  ad  Moobtidda,  the  tranilator 
has  not  been  able  to  procure  any  copy.  It  is,  indeed,  moll  pro- 
bably no  longer  extant,  as  the  prefent  more  perfpicuoiis  para-? 
phrafe  fuperfeded  the  neceflity  of  the  text,  and  rendered  it  ufe- 
lefs. 

'  The  Hedaya  is  an  extra(fl  from  a  number  of  the  moftapprovTed 
works  of  the  early  writers  on  jurifprudence,  digefted  into  fome- 
thing  like  the  form  of  a  regular  ireatife,  although,  in  point  of 
arrangement,  it  is  rather  defultory.  It  poflelles  the  fingular  ad* 
vantage  of  combining,  with  the  authorities,  the  different  opinions 
and  explications  of  the  principal  commentators  on  all  difputed 
points,  together  with  the  reafons  for  preferring  any  one  adjudi- 
cation in  particular;  by  which  means  the  principles  of  the  law 
are  fully  difclofed,  and  we  have  not  only  the  didum,  but  alfo  the 
^oft  ample  explanation  of  it.  The  author,  being  a  Moojitahid, 
was  himfelf  qualified  to  pafs  decifions  upon  cafes  (whether  real  or 
fuppofed)  which  (hould  operate  as  a  precedent  with  others.  He 
of  confequcncc,  in  many  inftances,  gives  us  merely  his  o'vjn  opi- 
nion, without  reforting  to  any  other  authority  or  precedent.  In 
his  comments  he  generally  leans  to  the  doftrine  of  Haneefa,  or  his 
principal  difciples ;  and  indeed  his  work  may  in  a  great  mcafure 
^e  confidered  as  an  abftraft  of  the  Haneefite  opinions,  modified 
by  thofe  of  the  more  recent  teachers,  and  adapted  to  the  pradice 
and  manners  of  other  countries  and  of  later  times.' 

A  particular  detail  of  the  authors  and  books  quoted  in  the 
Hedaya  is  fubjoined ;  and  the  ingenious  tranilator  thefi  pro- 
<:eeds  to  explain  feme  peculiarities  in  his  original,  which  might 
otherwifc  contribute  to  render  fome  parts  obfcure.  In  this 
explanation  w^  fhall  not  follow  him,  but  only  give  one  parti- 
cular remark.  In  p.  xli.  Mr.  Hamilton  feems  to  regard  ths 
Jews  and  Chriflian^  as  the  only  people  of  the  hooky  in  the  orien- 
tal phrafeology  :  whereas  it  is  agvced  that  the  Magians  are  in-? 
eluded  in  thatdefcriptionby  the  Mahometans,  becaufe  they  al- 
fo followed  a  written  fyftem,  that  of  Zerdufl  or  Zoroafter. 

After  rem.arking  that  the  firft  fnigularity  likely  to  ftrike  the 
European  reader  on  perufing  thefe  laws,  is  the  great  proportion 
of  them  which  relates  to  flaves,  the  difculTions  concerning  the 
application  of  the  various  laws  to  fuch  occupying  nearly  a  third 
part  of  the  work,  the  tranllnlor  gives  an  account  of  the  Perfian 
veriion  of  the  Hedaya  from  the  Arabic,  and  the  Englifh  trans- 
lation of  that  veriion.  Four  of  the  principal  Molovees,  or  Ma- 
hometan lawyers,  were  engaged  to  tranflate  this  work,  efleemed 
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the  mofl  complete  pandect  of  Mahometan  jurifprudence,  intp 
the  Perfian  language.  The  Englifh  tranflation  was  committed 
to  Mr.  James  Anderfon,  with  whom  the  tranflator  was  foon 
after  aflbciated ;  and  Mr.  Anderfon  being  in  a  fliort  lime  en- 
gaged in  an  important  foreign  employment,  the  whole  charge 
devolved  on  Mr.  Hamilton  :  and,  as  far  as  we  can  judge,  could 
hardly  have  fallen  into  more  Ikilful  or  induftrious  hands. 
Having  mentioned  minutely  the  nature,  manner,  and  conduct 
of  the  tranflation,  Mr.  H.  ftates,  that  among  fmall  omiffions  of 
paflages  merely  grammatical,  &c.  one  large  part  of  the  origi- 
nal work  has  alfo  been  rejected,  namely  the  Abadat^  or  fpiritual 
law,  including  the  firft  great  religious  duties  of  purification, 
prayer,  alms,  failing,  and  pilgrimage,  excepting  the  book  of 
alms  only,  which  is  retained,  and  may  be  ufeful.  An  account 
of  the  books  omitted  is  fubjoined.  In  giving  a  brief  abflracl 
of  that  refpefting  pilgrimage,  our  ingenious  tranflator  enters 
into  fome  detail  concerning  the  Kaba,  or  holy  temple  of  Mec- 
ca, the  black  ftone,  and  the  fountain  of  Zimfim:  he  adds,  p. 

— '  it  may  not,  however,  be  improper  to  obferve  tTiat,  for  fome 
time  paft,  and  particularly  within  the  prefent  century,  the  kaba 
has  iuikained  a  falling  off,  both  in  the  rank  and  number  of  its  vo- 
taries. Whether  this  defedion  arifes  from  the  advancement  of 
knowledge,  or  (as  is  moll  probable)  from  the  rapid  decay  which 
the  great  MufTalman  empires  have  experienced  within  that  pe- 
riod, it  certainly  denotes  a  revolution  in  the  minds,  or  habits,  of 
the  Mohammedans,  which  is  perhaps  only  a  prelude  to  the  extinc- 
tion of  Iflamifm.' 

Mr.  Hamilton  then  proceeds  to  give  an  excellent  review  of 
the  fifty-three  books  contained  in  this  great  and  interefling 
work ;  with  an  abflracl:  of  which  review,  and  an  extracl  or  two 
from  the  text,  we  fhall  clofe  our  account,  in  a  fucceeding 
Number. 

A  New  ChronGlog'ical  Abridgment  of  the  Hlftory  of  England^ 

from  theearliejl  Times  to  the  AcceJJion  of  the  Hoiife  of  Hanover, 

To  each  Reign  is  added  a  Lift  of  the  cotemporary  Princes  of  Em- 

rope,     JVritten  upon  the  Plan  of  the  Prejidcnt  Henault^s  Hif- 

tory  of  France.     By  Charles  rlome^  Efq^,     %vo,  ts.  Boards^ 

DodHey.     1791. 

/^F  the  various  imitations  which  have  appeared  of  Henault*s 

^^  work,  the  prefent  produ6lionmuft  be  allowed  to  be  one  of  the 

mofl  contemptible.  Hcnault,  as  is  faid,  employed  thirty  years  iix 

compiling  his  Abridgement;  and  we  are  inclined  to  think  that 

fuch  a  work  ^s  Mr.  Home's  might  be  completed  in  thirty  days. 

Hafty, 
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Hafty,  inaecui-atc,  and  exprefTed  in  the  moft  flovenly  collo* 
quial  ilyle,  it  is  hardly  fuperior  to  the  common  hiiiories  of  Eng- 
land by  quellion  and  anfwer;  and  in  thefe  may  be  found  the 
trifling  illuftration,  which  Mr.  Home  dignifies  with  a  place  in 
his  title-page,  an  enumeration  of  the  contemporary  European 
monarchs. 

In  the  Preface,  which  is  the  befl  part  of  this  produ6i:ion, 
Mr.  Home  obferves  that  the  fyftematic  hiftories  of  England 
which  we  have,  are  commonly  infected  with  the  amthor*&  pre- 
judices. 

'  To  what  other  c^iife,  but  to  the  prejadices  of  hiflofians,  is  it 
©wing,  that,  inllead  of  a  faithful,  undouded  mirror  of  the  paft 
events  of  this  country,  we  have  Whig  hiftories  of  England,  and 
Tory  hiiiories,  church  of  England  hiftories,  calviniUical  hiftories, 
and  Roman  catholic  hiftories?  It  is  evident,  likewife,  that  inge- 
nious men,  by  too  deep  and  refined  fpeculations  on  caufes  and 
events,  often  overftaoot  the  mark,  and  miflead  others  as  well  as 
deceive  themfclves.  Hence  they  frequently  make  fa£ls  beiid  to 
theories,  inltead  of  deducing  theories  from  fa<^5 ;  in  their  eyes 
every  movement  in  the  political  woild  forms  pare  of  that  intricate 
fyftem,  which,  perhaps,  was  firft  called  into  exigence  in  their  own 
clofets;  and  they  hardly  know  how  to  make  any  allowance  ^or  the 
caprice,  the  inconfiflency,  and  the  folly,  to  which  we  know  tfie 
great  are  fully  as  fubje(5l,  as  perfons  are  in  inferior  ftations.  The 
philofophical  difTertations  on  hiilory,  that  are  now  frequendy  pub- 
lilhed,  may  claim  a  fuperiority  over  the  plain  chrorological  nar- 
rations of  our  anceftors ;  but  certainly  they  are  much  Icfs  entitled 
to  the  name  of  hiftories,  and  are  by  no  means  fo  well  calculated 
for  general  ufe ;  ^hich  requires  a  fimple  and  contiaded  form,  at 
once  for  the  advantage  of  common  undcrftandings  and  of  narrow 
£nances.' 

He  then  adds  the  be  ft.  apology  which  can  be  made  for  his 
work,  namely,  that  it  was  written  fome  years  ago  for  the  ufe 
of  a  beloved  relation,  without  tlie  moft  dillant  view  of  its  ever 
ieeing  the  light,  but  is  now  publifned  by  the  defire  of  a  lite- 
rary friend  :  and  he  obferves  that  it  may  be  ufeful  to  thofe  en- 
j^aged  in  fea  or  land  fervice,-  and  to  the  young  of  both  fexes. 
This  might  feem  to  infer  modef*  y,  did  not  the  imitation  of 
Henault  pompoufiy  deck  the  title-page;  but  perhaps  Mr, 
Home  thought  that  Henault's  work  had  been  written  for  fol- 
diers,  failors,  and  young  perfons.  On  the  contrary,  Xienault  has, 
at  leaft,  the  merit  of  confiderable  learning ;  he  has  recourfe  to 
original  writers,  and  produces  authentic  anecdotes,  not  to  men-f 
tion  his  chronological  lifts  of  minifters,  warriors,  magiftrates, 
and  learned  and  illuftrious  men,  v/hich  it  retjuired  great  labour 
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to  compile  and  dlgcft.  Mr.  Home  has  only  ufed  late  writers, 
and  Jus  information  is  trivial,  while  his  meagre  lifts  only  prcr 
fent  idle  columns  of  the  wiveSj  children,  and  death,  of  each 
king,  and  of  the  cotemporary  princes. 

I'o  be  more  particular,  what  information  is  conveyed  in 
jhefe  two  fentences  w^hich  follow  each  other,  p.  7.  ?  *  In  pro- 
grefs  of  time  the  whole  feven  nations^  (heptarchic  kingdoms), 
*  became  chriftians.  There  was  fometimes  peace  and  fome- 
times  war,  among  the  kingdoms  of  the  heptarchy  for  near  twQ 
centuries,'  &c.  Henault  would  have  marked  the  year  of  the 
converfioii  of  each  Hate  j  and  have  briefly  enumerated  the  chief 
heptarchic  wars. 

In  Mr.  Home's  Hft,  p.  9,  we  find  Alphonfo  king  of  Spain 
died  A.  U.  840,  inftead  of  842,  and  the  defignation  is  ridi- 
culous, though  borrowed  from  Henault;  for  Alphonfo  the 
Chafte  was  only  king  of  Oviedo,  and  Spain  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  TMoors ;  nor  can  we  properly  fpeak  of  kings  of  Spain 
from  the  line  of  Roderic,  A.  D.  712,  till  the  reign  of  Ferdi- 
nand and  Ifabella  in  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  century.  Ano- 
ther error  occurs  in  the  fame  lift,  Louis  le  Debonnairc 
being  put  as  emperor  of  the  Weft,  and  afterwards  Char- 
lemagne as  king  of  France,  whofe  death  is  dated  A.  D« 
^27  ;  whereas  Charlemagne,  the  firft  emperor  of  the  Weft, 
died  the  28th  of  January,  A.  D.  814.  Ex  pede  Hcrculem% 
for  many  fuch  miftakes  occur ;  and  even  foldiers,  failors,  and 
young  perfons,  will  hardly  thank  Mr.  Home  for  loading  their 
memories  with  errors. 

Even  in  the  important  reign  of  Alfred  Mr.  Home  fprinkles 
hiscolloquialifms:  '  roughly  handled' — *  took  up  his  quarters* 
< — *  pretty  free,  &c.'  Edmund  *  took  Cumberland,  which  he 
made  over,  &c.' — ^  he  fpied  Leolf.'  In  p.  81.  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing new  information,  under  the  year  1 138.  '  This  was  cal- 
led the  war  of  tht  Jlandard^  from  a  high  crucifix  the  Englifti 
placed  in  a  waggon.'  How  difterent  from  the  old  writers 
de  bcllo  Standardi !  Richard  I.  and  Philip,  p.  103.  were 
*  heartily  tired  of  war.*  The  infurredion  of  Wat  Tyler,  p. 
165,  *  began  by  the  indecent  behaviour  of  one  of  the  tax-ga- 
therers to  a  tyler's  daughter  In  Kent,  which  immediately  blew 
up  into  fuch  afiame^  In  p.  176,  Henry  IV.  'marched  to  the 
North,  and  ravaged  all  Scotland,  but  finding  he  could  make 
vothing  of  them,  he  in  a  few  weeks  returned  to  the  South.* 
Did  he  not,  in  the  author's  elegant  phrafcology,  make  ene- 
mies of  them  ?  And  how  could  he  ravage  all  Scotland, 
when  he  only  advanced  to  Edinburgh,  and  even  in  that  (hort 
progrefs  committed  no  ravages  ?  In  tlie  next  page,  '  Henry 
^o  court  the  clergy,    &c.' — ^*  The   imprifonment  of  prince 
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James  foon  killed  his  fatlier,V  p.  179.  *  Henry  was  much 
troubled  with  fits/  p.  180.  The  joy  of  France,  p.  187,  at  the 
birt/i  of  Henry  VI.  was  furely  a  rlfus  SardGnicus.  Tlie  duke 
of  Glocefter,  p.  210,  '  was  abrutilli  bloody  prince/ — *  James 
III.  of  Scotland,  who  was  eternally  quarrelling,'  p.  225. 
Under  Edward  VL  p.  260,  we  are  a  little  furprifed  at  being 
informed  that  '  Every  one  no^v  conformed  to  the  protcil^nt 
religion,  except  the  princefs  Mary:* —  *  But  nothing  would 
ferve  Elizabeth,*  p.  273.  Here  let  us  clofe  our  fpecification  of 
cdloquialifms,  though  the  r-enuinder  of  the  work  may  boail 
jof  numerous  examples. 

We,  in  fome  degree,  doubt  the  information  p.  304,  under  the 
year  1621,  that  in  the  parliament  of  that  period  originated  the 
two  parties  of  Whigs  and  Tories  ;  though  the  party  which  op- 
pofed  Charles  I.  were  really  the  firll  whigs,  and  Mr.  Burke*s 
Appeal  to  the  Old  Whigs,  is  an  appeal  to  New  Whigs. 

That  we  may  not  be  accufed  of  want  of  candour  in  exa^ 
mining  a  work,  of  which  the  title  promifcs  much,  m'c  (hail 
feleft  two  fpecimens  of  various  parts,  that  the  reader  may- 
judge  for  himfelf.  The  firft  fliail  prefent  the  tranfadions  at- 
tending the  Reftoration. 

*  166,0.  In  January,  general  Monk  crofled  the  Tweed  at  Cold- 
ftream,  ajid  purfued  his  march  through  England.  He  fcceive^ 
many  petitions  for  a  free  parliament,  and  heard  many  wifhies  for 
the  reftoration  of  the  king,  as  the  only  means  of  healing  the  ani:- 
mofities  of  the  nation.  Whatever  were  his  intentions,  he  kept 
them  fecurely  locked  in  his  own  breaff.  The  parliament,  fufpedt^ 
5ng  him  of  fome  defign  inimical  to  them,  fent  Robinlbn  and  Scot 
to  congratulate  him;  but,  in  fadl,  to  be  fpies  on  him.  On  his 
arrival  at  St.  Alban*s,  h«  wrote  to  the  parliament  to  remove  the 
troops  out  of  London,  to  make  room  for  his  army,  confifting  of 
about  6,000  men  ;  which  being  complied  with,  he  took  poireffiorj 
of  Weliminller  on  the  3d  of  February. 

*  February  the  iith,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  parljan^ent,  re- 
^proaching  them  with  their  cabals,  3nd  requiring  them,  in  the  name 
of  the  citizens  and  the  whole  commoRwealth,  to  ifTue  writs  for 
rew  members,  and  to  fix  the  time  for  their  own  difTolution  and  the 
new  ones  meeting.  ,  He  then  went  to  the  city,  and,  before  Allen, 
the  mayor,  and  the  common  council,  repeated  what  he  had  done,, 
to  the  great  joy  and  exultation  of  the  whole  city. 

*  February  the  2ifl,  the  fecluded  members  being  admitted 
anto  the  houfe,  became  the  majority;  on  which  the  independents 
left 'it.  The  others,  after  palling  fome  a£ls  favourable  to  the  k;ng, 
difiblved  themfelveS;  and  fummoned  a  free  parliament  to  n;eet  the 
2cth  of  April. 
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*  Till  this  time  Monk  kept  his  intentions  fecret;  but  now  hard 
a  private  interview  with  fir  John  Granville,  the  king's  agents 
whom  he  defired  to  advife  Charles  to  remove  into  Holland,  to  be 
ready  fof  any  emergency.  May  the  ill,  the  parliament  being  af- 
fembled,  and  Monk  having  founded  their  inclinations,  acquainting 
them  that  one  Granville,  a  fervant  of  the  king's,  was  without  with 
a  letter  for  them.  He  was  immediately  called  in,  and  the  letter 
greedily  read,  with  the  loudeft  acclamations. 

'  The  ancient  peers  immediately  reinftated  themfelves  in  their 
ancient  authority;  and  both  houfes  attended.  May  the  8th,  while 
the  king  was  folemnly  proclaimed.  He  embarked  at  the  Hague, 
and  entered  London  on  his  birth-day.  May  the  29th,  amidrt  the 
acclamations  of  infinite  crowds  of  people.' 

The  otlier  concludes  the  work,  with  the  death  of  Anne,  and 
acceflion  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  while  we  can  fee  no  rea- 
fon  for  not  continuing  this  produftion,  which  at  befk  is  a 
mere  regiiter  of  public  events,  to  the  prefent  time. 

'  1714.  Wlien  the  parliament  met,  Mr.  Richard  Steele  being; 
obnoxious  to  minillry,  they  contrived  to  get  him  expelled  the  houfe 
of  commons,  for  having  wrote  a  paper  called  **  The  Crifis,"  which, 
they  pretended,  infmuated  the  protellant  fuccelTion  was  in  danger^ 
under  her  majefty's  adminiftration  ;  and  feveral  officers  were  turn- 
ed out  of  the  army,  becaufc  they  would  not  declare  they  would 
ferve  the  queen  without  afking  queftions. 

*  The  queen  being  again  taken  111,  in  March,  both  parties 
went  to  work;  and,  after  a  meeting  of  the  whig  lords,  baron 
Schutz,  the  ele(5lor  of  Hanover's  miniHer,  demanded  a  writ  from 
the  chancellor,  for  his  mailer,  as  duke  of  Cambridge,  which  was 
at  length  granted ;  but  the  queen  wrote  to  the  eleftor,  that  his 
coming  over  at  prefent  would  be  of  very  bad  confequence. 

*  May  the  28th,  the  eleflor's  mother,  Sophia,  daughter  of 
James  the  Firft's  daughter  Elizabeth,  and  the  unfortunate  eleftoi: 
Palatine,  died  at  Herenhaufen,  in  the  84th  year  of  her  age. 

*  The  queen  having  prorogued  the  parliament  in  June,  a  violent 
lupture  amongfl  the  minirtry  enfued,  when  lord  Bolingbroke  get- 
ting the  better,  the  earl  of  Oxford,  lord  treafurer,  was  diOni/fed^ 
and  before  another  was  appointed,  the  queen  fell  {o  ill,  as  to  be 
in  imminent  danger  ;  on  which  fome  of  the  friends  of  the  Hanovet 
fuccefiion  met,  and  ftrongly  recommended  to  her  the  duke  of 
Shrewfbury,  whom  fhe  appointed  ;  and,  a  few  days  afterwards,, 
Augull  the  I  ft,  died  of  a  lethargy,  caufed  by  the  gout  and  ague. 
And,  as  the  fchemes  of  the  Jacobites  were  fuppofed  not  quite  rea- 
dy for  execution,  the  eleftor  of  Hanover  v/as  proclaimed  king,  by 
the   name  o(  Geovge  I.  without  any  oppofition,  b^ing  the  neareft^ 
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proteftant  heir,  as  he  was  great  grandfon  of  James  T.  by  hfs 
daaghter  Elizabeth. 

'  The  duke  of  Savoy  was  certainly  nearer  the  crown,  beingi 
^efcended  from  a  daughter  of  Charles  the  Firil ;  but,  being  a 
catholic,  he  was  excluded  by  the  aft  of  fuccefllon.' 

We  need  not  point  out  the  vulgarifms  in  thefe  extrads  y 
but  fhall  conclude  with  recommending  the  accomplifhment  of 
a  work  on  Englilh  hiflory,  in  imitation  of  that  of  Henaulty 
to  fome  fuperior  hand. 


jSlciphror^s  Efljllcs  \  in  which  are  defcrihed  ths  domeftic  Man^ 
ncrsy  the  Courtcfans^  and  Pardjites  of  Greece^  ISlovJ  firfl  tranf- 
lated  from  the  Greek.    Zvo.    55.    Boards.    Robinfons.    I79l» 

'T^ HERE  is  fcarcely  a  production  of  any  Greek  writer  fo' 
-*-  difficult  to  be  procured  as  the  Epifllcs  of  Alciphron  y 
and  his  fame,  as  an  author,  has  hitherto  been  proportionably 
reftri6led  amongil  the  learned,  who  have  differed  from  each 
other  with  rcfpedt  to  his  literary  merit.  The  late  eminent 
Dr.  Jortin  is  the  critic  whofe  fentiments  on  this  fubje6l  are 
tht  mod  unfavourable  j  but  his  opinion  is  combated  with 
much  candor,  as  well  as  modefty,  in  the  Introduction  to  the 
prefent  volume.  The  doctor  admits,  that,  as  an  ancient  Greek 
writer,  Alciphron  deferves  to  be  perufcd ;  but  that  his  letters 
are  for  the  moil  part  uninterelling  and  frivolous  ;  and  that  the 
reader  who  fliall  cxpedt  much  entertainment  from  his  compofi- 
tions,  will  find  himfelf  difappointed.  Againfl  the  former  of 
thefe  charges,  the  editor  of  thcEpiftles  defends  Alciphron, 
upon  the  principle  that  he  throws  great  light  on  the  general 
manners  and  culloms  of  the  ancient  Greeks ;  and  againft  the 
latter,  he  appeals  to  the  fentiments  of  the  public. 

For  our  part,  we  mult  acknowledge  that  we  are  in- 
clined to  join  in  opinion  with  the  editor.  Dr.  Jortin  appears  to 
have  been  governed  in  his  decifion  by  eltimating  the  character 
of  Alciphron's  Epillles  according  to  the  idea  of  philofophlcal 
importance.  But  all  writings  ought  not  to  be  confidered  as 
abfolutely  frivolous  which  do  not  coincide  with  this  ftandardo 
The  Epillles  of  Alciphron  certainly  afford  a  lively  delineation 
of  ancient  manners  and  cuftoms ;  and  from  the  elegance  of 
ftyle,  and  the  vivacity  of  fentiment,  they  prove  interefting  in 
a  degree  greatly  beyond  what  might  be  expe(Sted  from  the 
general  rank  of  the  perfons  who  write  them.  But  that 
our  readers  may  judge  for  themfelves,  we  ihalllay  before  them 
the  following  epiille;  which  i&  one  of  tixe  longell;  in  the 
€olle;^ion.  % 

^  Mekander 
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*  Menander  to  Glycera. 

*  I  fwear,   my  Glycera,  by  the  Eleufmian  myfteries,  and  the 
goddefles  who  prcfide  over  them  (before  whofe  altars  I  have  al- 
ready fvvorn  in  the  prefence  of  you  only),  that,    in  what  I  now 
affirm  and  commit  to  writing,  I  do  not  feek  to  exalt  myfelf  in  your 
€yej,  or  to  ingratiate  myfelf  with  you  by  flattery  ;  for  what  change 
of  fortune  could  be  fo  pleafant  to  ii>e,  bereft  of  you,,  as  that  I  now 
enjoy  ?  Or  to  what  higher  pitch  of  happinefs  can  I  be  exalted, 
than  the  pofleiTion  of  yoar  love  ?  By  the  help  of  your  difpolition, 
and  your  manners,  old   age  ftiall  wear  the  appearance  of  youth. 
Let  us   then  enjoy  our  youth  together,  let  us  together  grow  old, 
and  by  the  Gods  we  will  together  vifit  the  grave,  left  jealoufy  de{^ 
cend  with  either  of  us,  fliould  the  furvivor  enjoy  any  of  the  goods 
of  fortune.     But  let  it  not  be  my  lot  to  feek  enjoyment  when  yoa 
are  no  more  ;  for  what  enjoyment  can  then  remain?  But  the  rea- 
fons  which  induced  me  to  write  to  you  from  Piraijs,  where  I  am 
detained  by  ill  health,  (you  kno\v  my  ufual  infirmities,  which  my 
enemies  call  effeminacy  and  affeftation)  ;  my  reafons,  I  fay,  for 
writing  to  you  while  you  remain  in  the  city  to  finilh  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  feaft  of  lialoa,  are  thefe  :  I  have  received  letters  from 
Ptolemy,  the  king  of  Egypt,  in  which  he  invites,  by  every  mode 
of  perfuafion,  myfelf  and   Philemon,  promifing  us  in  a  princely- 
manner  the  good  thihgs,  as  they  call  them,  of  the  earth.     His  let- 
ters fay,  alfo,  that  he  has  written  to  Philemon,  who  has  indeed 
:rent  me  his  letters ;  but  they  are  lefs  ceremonious  than  thofe  whichi 
are  addrefled  to  Menander,  and  lefs  fplendid  in  their  promifes. 
Let  him  confult  for  himfelf ;  1  Ihall  want  no  confultations.     Thou 
my  Glycera,  art  my  counfel  ;  thou  art  to  me  the. whole  fynod  of 
Areopagites ;  thou  art  in  my  eftiraation  all  the  cQunfellors  of  the 
forum;  thou,  by  Minerva,  ever  haft  been,, and  fliall  continue  to 
be,  my  every  thing.     I  have  fent  you,  therefore,  the  king*s  let- 
ters, that  r  might  not  give  you  the  additional  trouble  of  readlngyia 
my  tranfcriptjwhat  you  would  meet  with  afterwards  in  the  original, 
I  wifti  you  alfo  to  be  accjuainted  with  what  1  mean  to  fay  in  an-- 
fwer  to  them.     To  fet.fail  and  depart  for  ^gypt,  a  kingdom  fo 
far  removed  from  us,  by  the  twelve  great  gods !  never  entered  in- 
to my  thoughts;  nay,  if^gypt  was  fituated  in  ^^gina,  near  as. 
that  is  to  us,  I  would  not  even  then  (facrificing  the  kingdom  which 
T  enjoy  in  your  love)   be  a  wanderer  amidft  ^'Egyptian  multitudes,. 
in  a  place  which  would  be  to  me,  without  my  Glycera,  a  populous 
clefert.     With  more  plcafure  and  moro  fafety  1  court  your  favour 
than  that  cf  fatraps  and  of  kings.     BefiJe5,  the  lofs  of  liberty  is 
the  lofs  of  fecurity  j  flattery  is  defpicable  ;  aiidforcune,  though  in 
fmiles,  is  not  to  be  trufted. 

*  I  would  not  exchange  for  his  Herculean  goblets,  his  great 
curji^  his  eoUcn  vafes,  and  all  :hi  boaft^-d  and  envl?i  ornaments 
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of  his  court,  our  annual  Choan  facrifices ;  our  fhevtrs  in  honour  0/ 
Bacchus,  the  exercifes  of  our  Lycaeum,  and  our  fcholaftic  employ- 
jtients;  I  would  not  make  fuch  an  exchange,  by  Bacchus  I  fwear,- 
and  his  wreaths  of  ivy  !  that  ivy  with  which,  in  the  theatre,  I 
would  rather  be  crowned  in  the  prefence  of  mv  Glycera,  than  wear 
the  diadem  of  Ptolemy.  In  what  part  of  -^gypt  (hall  I  fee  the 
people  aflembled,  and  giving  their  votes  ?  Where  fhall  I  behold 
a  multitude  enjoying  the  fvveets  of  liberty  ?  Where  fhall  I  look  for 
the  difpenfers  of  juftice  crowned  with  ivy?  The  facred  area  ?  the 
choice  of  magilirates  ?  the  libations  ?  the  ceramicus  ?  the  forum  ? 
the  feat  of  judgment  ?  leaving  then  my  old  neighbourhood  Salamis, 
and  Pfyttalia,  and  Marathon,  all  Greece  in  the  c\iy  of  Athens, 
all  Ionia,  the  Cyclades,  and  above  all  my  Glycera  ;  fhall  I  pafs 
over  into  jEgypt  ?  For  what  f  That  I  may  rijceive  gold  and  filver, 
and  other  articles  of  wealth  ^  With  whom  then  am  T  to  enjoy 
thefe,  when  my  Glycera  is  feparated  from  me  by  fuch  feas  ?  Will 
not  thefe  pofleffions  be  poverty  to  me  without  her  ?  And  if  I  ihould 
hear  that  Ihe  has  transferred  her  affedlions  to  another,  will  not  all 
my  treafures  become  as  afhes  ?  Then,  indeed,  in  death  I  Ihould 
bear  away  my  forrows  and  myfelf,  while  my  riches  would  be  ex- 
pofed  to  the  plunder  of  my  enemies. 

'  Is  it  then  any  great  honour  to  live  with  Ptolemy,  and  a  train 
of  Satraps  (empty  titles !),  amongfl;  whom  friendfiiip  is  not  with- 
out infidelity,  nor  enmity  without  danger  ?  When  my  Glycera 
happens  to  be  angry,  I  can  fnatch  a  kifs  from  her ;  if  flie  conti- 
nues to  look  grave>  I  am  doubly  peremptory  with  her;  if  fhc  ftill 
hardens  hcrfelf  againfl  me,  1  have  recourfe  to  tears.  She  then, 
in  her  turn,  no  longer  able  to  fupport  the  talk  of  tormenting  rae, 
betakes  herfelf  to  her  entreaticF.  Thefe  are  the  only  weapons  I 
have  to  cope  with^:  fne  has  neither  foldiers,  nor  fpearfmen,  nor 
guards ;  I  am  all  thefe  to  her, 

*  Is  it  then  great  and  wonderful  to  behold  the  Nile  ?  And  is  ftot 
the  Euphrates  too  a  noble  objed  of  admiration  ?  Is  not  the  Danube 
great  and  as  extenfive  ?  the  Thermodon  ?  the  Tigris  ?  the  Halys  ? 
and  the  Rhine  ?  Were  I  to  vifit  all  the  rivers  I  could  enumerate, 
my  whole  life  would  be  funk  without  looking  upon  my  Glycera. 
BefiJes,  this  Nile,  beautiful  as  it  is,  is  full  of  monfteis ;  and  it  ii 
dangerous  to  approach  the  banks  of  a  river  baited  with  fo  many 
mifchiefs.  Ever  then  may  it  be  my  lot  to  be  crowned,  oh  king 
Ptolemy,  with  the  ivy  of  Attica'.  May  I  meet  death  in  my  own 
country,  and  be  buried  in  the  land  of  my  fathers  I  May  I  join  the 
annual  celebration  of  Bacchus  before  our  altars,  and  be  initiated  in 
the  complete  courfe  of  religious  myfteries  !  At  our  annual  exhibi- 
tions may  I  prefent  every  now  and  then  fome  new  play,  and  laugh, 
and  rejoice,  and  contend  among  my  equals,  now  agitated  with 
fear,  and  now  crovvn'd  with  vidlory  !  Let  Philemon,  then,  enjoy 
in  i^gypt  the  allurements  held  out  to  me,  he  has  no  Glycent,  nor 

perhaps 
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perhaps  IS  he  worthy  of  fuch  a  blefling.  But  do  thou  I  entreat 
thee,  my  dear  Glycera,  as  foon  as  the  Haloan  feafts  are  finithed, 
come  flying  to  me  upon  yoUr  mule. 

*  I  never  knew  the  felHval  fo  tedious  before,  or  fo  unfeafonable* 
May 'ft  thou  at  laft  oh  Ceres  be  propitious  !' 

Dr.  Jdrtin  has  intlrriated  a  conjectures  that  Alclphron,  who 
Was  a  profeflbr  of  rhetoric,  perhaps  drew  up  his  Epillles  for 
the  ufe  of  his  fcholars,  to  teach  them  to  fpeak  and  write  Greek 
with  purity  and  facility,  but  the  editor  oppofes  this  opinion  by 
an  obfervation  which  it  will  be  diflieult  to  invalidate. 

'  The  general  tenor  of  thefe  letters,  (fays  he)  militates,  I  think, 
againft  this  opiniori,  and  there  is  one  in  the  original  colledlion 
which  makes  it  almoft  impoffible  to  be  juft.  The  inveftigation  of 
letters  which  treat  fo  frequently  upon  arriorous  fubjefts  is  a  relaxa- 
tion ill  according  with  the  difcipline  of  fcholaftic  purfuits ;  and  th© 
ene  letter  to  which  I  allude  offends  fo  grievoufly  againft  the  laws 
of  decorum  and  propriety,  that  I  have  omitted  it  in  the  tranflation  ; 
and  I  apprehend  the  fame  reafon  which  prevents  my  fubmitting 
fuch  a  compofition  to  the  eye  of  modefty,  muft  have  prevented 
any  inftrudlor  of  common  ftnfe  from  propofnig  it  to  his  pupils  as 
a  model  worthy  of  infpedlion  and  imitation.' 

This  tranflation  is  executed  by  two  perfonsj  but  without 
any  obvious  diflimilarity  of  ftyle,  and  we  think,  with  fidelity. 
To  many  of  #ie  Epiflles  annotations  are  fubjoined  ;  and  on 
the  whole,  efpecially  confidering  the  fcarcity  of  Alciphron's 
production  in  Greek,  this  verfion  cannot  fail  of  being  favour- 
ably received  by  the  admirers  of  ancient  literature. 

ne  Crimes  of  the  Kings  of  France^  from  Clov'is  to  Leu;is  XVL 
Tranjlated  from   the  French,    by  J,    Trappy    J,  AL     2iVQ» 
\s,  bd.  feivcd,     Ridgway.     I79i» 
'T^HIS  work  feems  to  have  been  intended  as  a  bouquet  to  the 

-*-  national  aflembly.  The  author  has  induflrioully  amafTed 
the  crimes  of  the  kings  of  France  from  the  earlieft  ages  of  its 
monarchy.  The  catalogue,  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  coil- 
tains  fuch  enormities  as  feem  to  place  many  fovereigns  of  that 
nation  nearly  upon  a  level  with  the  bafeft  and  moll  tyrannical 
of  the  Cxfars.  Cruelty,  perfidy,  fenfuality,  or  inordinate  am- 
bition, are  almofl  conftantly  in  polTellion  of  the  throne.  The 
author,  however,  we  muft  obferve,  makes  no  diftinftion  be- 
tween the  crimes  of  the  king  and  the  man  ;  and  though  it  be  a 
mortifying  confideration,  that  neither  a  Trajan  nor  an  Anto-* 
lunus  has  once  appeared,  during  the  whole  fuccefFion  of  tlie 
French  fovereigns,  we  ought  not  to  impeach  the  monarshical 
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form  of  government  with  any  other  tranfgrefllons  than  thofe 
which  affed  the  pubhc  welfare. 

As  a  fpecimen  of  the  work,  we  fhall  lay  before  our  readers 
an  extra6fe  from  the  account  of  Hugh  Capet. 

'  Hugh,  fon  to  Robert,  governor  of  Angers,  after  his  father's 
death,  purfued  his  plan ;  he  had  lime  to  improve  it  in  the  reigns 
of  Lewis  IV.  furnartied  Tranfmarine,  and  Lotharius  ;  they  feared, 
but  did  not  love  him;  Hugh,  more  cunning,  deceived  them  both. 
At  lad  he  dies,  and  Hugh  Gapet  his  fon  inherits  his  ambition,  hhs 
power,  and  apian  which  required  only  profound  diflimulation  and 
rafhncfs  to  he  carried  into  execution;  he  wanted  for  neither:,  as 
duke  of  the  French,  he  was  entruiled  with  the  command  of  the 
armies ;  as  mayor  of  the  palace,  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  affairs 
of  the  flate  ;  as  count  of  Paris,  the  people  had  him  always  before 
their  eyes,  and  were,  accuftonred  to  fee  him  keep  pace  with  tiie 
king. 

*  He  began  by  giving  France  as  m3ny  petty  tyrants  as  ft  con- 
tained governments.  To  them  he  yielded  as  a  property,  what  they 
only  pofiefTed  by  office;  thus  he  firft  introduced  tJiat  feodal  go- 
vernment, which  defolated  France  down  to  our  own  times.  Jn- 
ftead  of  one  tyrant,  the  people  got  them  by  thoufands;  there  were  as 
many  as  the  kingdom  contained  dutchies,  countie?,  baronies,  marqui- 
fates,andlord{hips.  As  chief  of  depredators,  he  divides  the  fpoil  be- 
tween his  accomplices.  All  the  lords  were  filent  with  regard  to 
his  ufurpations,  becaufe  they  themfelves  had  ufurped  large  eftates. 
And  who  was  bafely  facrificed  to  this  ufurpation  of  the  crown  ? 
The  nation;  that  unfortunate  nation.  This  political  ftroke,  which 
can  only  be  treafon  if  levelled  at  the  nation,  was  one  of  the  cruel 
and  oppreflive  fteps  on  which  he  mounted  the  throne.  This  per- 
fidious compad,  this  fubdivifion  of  the  royal  authority,  has  been 
felt  by  a  thoufand  indignities;  till  the  adminiftration  of  Richelieu, 
h  bore  down  upon  that  dear  part  of  the  ftate,  without  which  it  can- 
not fubfifl ;  crulhed  agriculture,  the  inhabitant  of  the  fields  ;  and 
has  never  been  wholly  annihilated  till  in  our  times.  France,  by  his 
mounting  the  throne,  received  a  wound,  which  has  not  boenclofed 
till  after  a  period  of  mere  than  feven  centuries. 

'  He  finally  affembles  the  ftates  at  Noyon  in  987,  to  which  he 
convened  all  hi?  friends  and  creatures,  unites  all  the  means  p?ac- 
tjfed  fo  long,  and  with  fuch  difficulty,  by  his  father  and  himfelf, 
gathered  all  his  force  as  for  a  day  of  battle.  His  influence,  his  fpi- 
fit,  hovered  over  the  affembly,  and  direded  all  their  operations. 

*  Charles  of  Lorrain  fends  a  remonllraace  to  the  Hates,  but  they 
were  fully  refolved;  he  was  reprimanded  for  his  requeft,  and  Hugh 
unanimoufly  chofen  king  of  France. 

'  Hugh  Capet  was  cither  an  ufurper  or  chofea.    If  he  was  an. 
8  ufttrpeTft 
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ufurper,  what  are  his  defcendants  ?  If  chofcn,  elcftion  muft  bei 
right ;  but  he  was  both*  Charles  of  Lorrain,  rejedled  by  the  Hates, 
has  recourfe  to  arms  to  defend  hi?  caufe :  both  parties  come  to  an 
engagement,  Capet's  troops  are  cut  to  pieces  within  fight  of  Paris, 
and  himfelf  narrowly  efcapes  from  being  made  priibner.  The 
people  are  aftonifhed  and  tefrified  at  the  lofs  of  this  fitit  battle  ; 
but, the  lords  whom  Capet  had  enriched,  with  whom  he  had  di- 
vided the  k'ngdom,  found  it  their  intereft  to  fee  him  placed  on  the 
throne.  They  bring  their  forces  together,  arid  Hick  ftill  clofer  to 
Capet.  He  befieges  Charles  at  Laon,  and  to  crown  his  raihnefs 
and  villainy,  fummons  the  town  to  furrender  and  deliver  Charles, 
whom  he  called  a  traitor,  fwearing  to  put  it  to  fire  and  fword. 
Anfclin  the  bifhop,  caufes  Charles,  with  his  wife  and  children,  to 
be  delivered  by  the  inhabitants.  He  is  conduced  to  Orleans  witli 
all  his  family,  and  there  thrown  in  prifon.  This  unfortunate  def- 
"cendant  of  the  emperors  lived  thus  feveral  years,  and  had  more 
children.  They  all  died  in  confinement :  Hugh  Capet  would  not 
bring  to  light  a  fmgle  offspring  of  the  race  of  Charlemagne. 

*  The  reader  who  reflecls,  mull  be  irritated  to  fee  Hugh  Capet 
fummon  the  inhabitants  of  Laon  to  deliver  into  his  hands  Charlea 
of  Lorrain,  whom  he  charged  with  treafon.  What  a  rafhnefs  1  great 
God,  what  an  indignity  1  How  lucky  attempts  do  crufh  innocence, 
vanquiflied  and  infulted  !  What  muft  have  been  Hugh  Capet's 
crime,  if  Charles  of  Lorrain  was  guilty  of  treafon? — But  the  rea- 
der knows  enough  to  fay  boldly  that  Capet  inherited  the  ambition 
and  perfidy  of  Robert,  of  Hugh  his  father;  that  he  finally  executed 
the  plan  they  had  laid  ;  that  he  was  an  opprelTor,  an  ufurper 
of  royalty ;  in  a  word,  thlt  it  was  he  who  was  guilty  of  trea- 
fon againft  his  fovereign ;  yet  his  crimes  were  crowned  with  fuc- 
cefs.» 

The  author  of  this  compilation  has,  in  general,  adhered  to 
fa6ts  ;  but  he  extenuates  no  blemifh  in  the  royal  magiflrate, 
on  account  of  any  alleviating  circumftance  ;  and  he  even  ag- 
gravates venial  faults  with  an  invidious  feverity.  A  more  uni- 
form tifTue  of  vice  and  guilt,  without  fo  much  as  one  inter- 
vening particle  of  virtue,  which  ufually  checkei'^  every  faithful 
reprefentation  of  moral  chara^lers,  w^as  fcarcely  ever  befor* 
produced  in  the  faftoties  of  democratical  prejudice.  That 
the  author  writes  under  the  influence  of  party,  is  evident  from 
the  tenor  of  the  work,  as  well  as  from  the  intemperate  decla- 
mation with  which  he  inveighs  againft  the  hillorians  who  are 
favourable  to  the  memory  of  Hugh  Capet,  the  anceflor  of  ths 
fubfequcnt  ra«e  of  the  French  kings. 
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FRANCE. 

MONG  the  various  political  produ(5lions  which  now  Avarm 
in  France,  one  of  confiderable  importance  has  appeared,  cn- 
tituled,  •  Recherches  fur  les  Cours,  et  les  Procedures  Criininelles 
d'Angleterre,*  or^  Refe^rches  into  the  Courts  and  criminal  Pro- 
ceedings of  England,,  extracted  from  the  Commentaries  ofBlack- 
ftone  on  the  Englifh  Laws.  The  preliminary  difcou'rfe  is  remark- 
able for  fingularityofexpreflion,  and  fuperabundanceof  tropes  and- 
figures  ;  but  prefentsjuft  ideas,  and  good  principles.  The  author 
confiders  legiflation  concerning  crimes  as  con.ne£led  with  public 
freedom  and  the  liberty  of  individuals^  *  In  vain,  fays  he,  (hall 
public  liberty  be  defended  by  fundamental  laws,  if  tfie  enemies 
of  the  people  may  find  in  the  judicial  forms  a  concea^Ied  method 
of  e.'lablifliing  the  fervitude  of  individuals  by  decrees,,  fines,  im- 
prifonment,  and  fentences  of  death.'  He  adds,  '  this  obferva- 
tion  has  not  efcaped  the  fublime  legiflatcrs  of  England.  After 
Tjaving  firmly  united  public  liberty  to  the  conftitution,  they  have 
placed  private  freedom  under  the  impenetrable  fliield  of  the  cri- 
minal judicature.* 

Another  remark  of  the  author  deferves  particular  notice'.  *  A 
criminal  precedure  ought  to  be  confidered  under  two  eflential. 
points  of  view.  On  the  one  part,  it  ought  to  be  fuch  that,  even 
not  fuppofing  in  the  judge  any  intention  of  abafe,  it  can  neither 
fave  the  guilty,  nor  deftroy  the  innocent :  the  other  refpedl,  not 
lefs  important,  under  which  it  mu.il:  be  confidered,  is,  that  by  this 
happy  combination  it  cannot  become,  in  the  hands  of  tyranny^ 
an  engine  to  opprcfs  the  citizens.* 

The  anonymous  work,  entituled  '  De  la  Loi  Naturcl,*  on  Na- 
tural Law,  2  vols.  8vo.  is  alfo  a  produftion  of  merit.  It  is  di- 
vided into  five. parts:  i.  Preliminary  ideas  on  the  firft  elements  of 
morality.  2.  Duties  of  man  towards  himfelf.  3,  The  condition 
of  man  in  fociety,  according  to  nature.  4.  The  condition  of  fo- 
ciety,  according  to  the  pofitive  order  of  things.     5.  Religion. 

A  new  comedy  in  five  acls,  called  *  Le  Philinte  de  Moliere,  on 
la  fuite  du  Mifanthrope,*  by  M.  Fabre  d'Eglantine,  is  deferv- 
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ing  of  applaufe ;  but  feems  fitter  for  the  clofet  than  the  Ilage. 
Here  is  a  fpecimen  : 

'  Dans  la  corruption  le  luxe  prend  racine  ; 
Du  luxe  rinteret  tire  fon  origine  ; 
De  I'interet  provient  la  dureie  du  coeur; 
Get  endurciU'ement  etoufFe  lout  honneur,  &c.* 

The  attention  of  the  French  to  agriculture  appears  confpicu- 
ous  in  the  *  Memoire  fur  les  Moyens  d'acceJerer  rEconomie  Ru» 
rale  en  France/  or,  Memoirs  on  the  Means  of  accelerating  the 
Progrefs  of  Rural  "Oeconomy  in  France,  by  M.  de  Lamoignon  ds 
Malefherbes,  8vo.  Agriculture  has  made  confiderable  advances 
in  France  within  thefe  forty  years,  chiefly  owing  to  the  cares  of 
a  few  literary  men,  who  have  cultivated  this  branch  of  public 
profperity.  Their  refearches  and  labours,  by  fpreading  a  fcien- 
tific  light  on  th«  fubjeift,  have  at  Jaft  attrafted  the  attention  of 
many  praftical  cultivators ;  and  have  even  induced  them  to  con- 
dud  their  operations  upon  rational  plans.  The  progrefs  has 
doubtlefs  been  flow  ;  but  how  could  it  prove  rapid  amidll:  the 
prejudices  of  ignorance,  and  the  obilacles  of  diflrull?  M.  de  Ma- 
leflierbes  propofes  to  eftablifli  a  board,  or  office  of  correfpondence, 
for  agriculture  and  the  ufeful  arts, 

M.  Defcombcs  has  piabliflied  the  fourth  volume  of  his  Univer- 
fal  Geography  at  Laufannc,  8vo.  This  volume  contains  the  de- 
fcription  of  America. 

The  *  Memoires  fecrets  fur  les  Regnes  de  Louis  XIV.  et  de 
Louis  XV.'  or  Secret  Memoirs  on  the  Reigns  of  Louis  XIV.  and 
Louis  XV.  by  the  late  M.  Duclos,  form  a  curious  and  intereft- 
ing  work.  Among  many  anecdotes  the  following  are  remarkable. 
Upon  the  repeated  vidories  of  Marlborough,  Louis  XIV.  that 
abfolute  monarch,  who,  after  fifty  years  of  triumph,  had  offend- 
ed other  fovercigns  by  his  haughtinefs,  alarmed  Europe  by  his 
conquells,  ruined  his  fubjeds  by  his  pomp,  was  about  to  aban- 
don his  capital  to  retire  beyond  the  Loire.  He,  who  had  fo  often 
dilated  conditions  of  peace,  was  now  forced  to  entreat  for  peace 
in  vain.  Prefled  on  all  fides,  deprived  of  fuccour,  *  I  cannot 
then,'  faid  he  in  a  full  council,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  *  I  can- 
not then  either  make  peace,  or  carry  on  war,*  M.  Duclos  ob- 
ferves,  that  Louis  was  faved  by  fome  paltry  difputes  in  the  Eng- 
lifli  court,  which  ended  in  the  difgrace  of  Marlborough.  The 
father  la  Chaife,  confeflbr  of  Louis  XIV.  advifed,  v^'hile  en  his 
death-bed,  that  prince  to  appoint  another  jefuit  in  his  place,*  be- 
caufe,  faid  he,  a  bad  blow  is  foon  ftruck.'  This  exprelfion,  which 
caufed  Louis  XIV.  to  tremble,  was  repeated  by  him  to  the  ma- 
rifchai,  who  mentioned  it  to  Blouin,  from  whence  it  palled  to 
Duclos.  The  pidure  of  the  laft  years  of  Philip  V.  of  Spain  is 
extremely  fin£ular,  but  our  limits  will  not  permit  us  to  extrad  it, 
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M.  Duclos  gives  an  jnterelling  account  of  the  origin  of  the  war 
of  1756,  chiefly  owiilg  to  the  defire  of  Maria  Therefa  to  recover 
Silefia  ;  and  that  emprefs,  and  her  haughty  minifter  Kaunitz, 
condefcended  to  correfpond  with  madame  de  Pc-mpadour,  in  or- 
der to  procure  the  afiiftance  of  France  :  and  to  the  royal  jniftrefs 
that  ruinous  war  may  be  juftly  afcribed,  with  all  its  misfortune? 
to  France,  for  Ihe  even  named  the  generals  and  admirals. 

In  one  of  the  Frenc}>  Journals  lately  appeared  a  fliort  memoir 
on  the  danger  of  founding  the  bells  of  churches,  upon  the  death 
of  any  perion  ;  a  pradice  which  has  often  proved  fatal  to  women 
in  labour,  and  to  patients  in  malignant  fevers.  The  abfurdicy 
of  this  ufage  is  iHIl  more  apparent  in  England  than  in  the  Ro- 
inan  Catholic  countries,  and  it  ought  to  be  univerfally  abolifhed. 
The  pro/pedus  of  an  intended  large  work  has  lately  appeared 
at  Paris.  M.  Delaulnaye  propofes  to  publifli  a  general  and  par- 
ticular hiRory  of  all  the  religions  in  the  world,  to  he  compr^fed 
in  twelve  quarto  volumes,  and  illullrated  and  adorned  with  many 
plates.  The  imperfedlions  of  Picard's  Religious  Ceremonies  are 
explained,  and  many  promifes  are  held  out  concerning  the  new 
work,  the  voluminous  nature  of  which  feems  little  adapted  to  the 
prefent  day. 

A  French  tranflation  of  the  German  work  of  M.  Brandes  on 
the  revolution  in,  France  has  appeared  at  Paris,  §vo.  under  the 
title  of  *  Confiderations  politiques  fur  la  Revolution  de  France, 
par  E.  Brandes,  Secretaire-intime  de  la  Chancellerie  d'Hano- 
ver.     M.  Brandes  examines  three  quefticns. 

1.  Was  it  necellary  that  a  great  change  fhould  be  effefled  in 
the  French  conllitution  ? 

He  allows  that  fincc  the  year  J614,  the  period  of  the  lafl  meet- 
ing of  the  ftatcs-general,  France  has  not  had  even  the  iliadow  of 
a.  good  conftitution,  and  that  the  adminiflration  was  deteltable. 

a.  Could  this  change  be  effected  without  a  revolution,  without 
the  influence  of  the  people  in  arms? 

M.  Brandes  allows  the  impoflibility  of  the  change  without  a 
revolution,  but  he  dwells  much  on  the  fanguinary  excefTes  com- 
mitted. 

3.  Is  the  conllitution  of  France  well  adapted  to  the  nature  of 
that  kingdom  ? 

In  this  part  M.  Brandes  fliews  ^11  the  pedantic  pride  of  a  Ger- 
man politician,  and  condemns  the  French  conftitution  from  hif- 
torical  example,  without  refledting  that  the  ftate  of  human  know- 
ledge and  human  life,  in  Europe,  is  fuch  as  bids  defiance  to  all 
hillorical  example.  M.  Brandes,  however,  allows,  p.  157, 
that  '  it  is  impoflible  ferioufly  to  enquire  if  the  ancient  conftitu- 
tion was  fuperior  to  the  new.  A  friend  of  truth  will  anfwer,  with- 
put  heiitation,  that  the  new,  with  all  its  imperfedions,  is  infi- 
nitely 
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•Mtely  better  than  the  other.  Nay  more,  one  finds  in  the  new 
conltitution  many  things  beyond  all  comparifon,  and  which  can- 
not be  better.' 

M.  Gudin's  Supplement  to  Rouffeau's  Social  Contradl  is  ti 
work  of  daring  title,  and  fmall  merit. 

A  tranflation  from  the  Englilh  of  the  works  of  the  celebrated 
Law  has  a,ppeared  at  Paris,  and  been  received  with  the  rcrpe<^ 
due  to  the  financial  and  commercial  ideas  of  that  extraordinary 
man. 

The  *  Vie  Privee  du  Marefchal  de  Richelieu  ;*  or.  Private 
Life  of  the  Marflial  de  Richelieu,  containing  his  amours,  and 
intrigues,  and  every  thing  relative  to  the  parts  which  that  cele- 
brated man  afted  for  more  than  eighty  years,  has  been  publifhed 
at  Paris  in  three  volumes  8vo.  This  work  is  well  calculated  to 
excite  curiofity  ;  the  man  whofe  life,  adions,  and  fentiments  it 
defcribes,  had  fo  long  attrafled  public  attention  in  France,  by  his 
charafler,  by  his  brilliant  qualities,  by  his  fuccefs,  by  the  vari- 
ous erabaflies  with  which  he  had  been  charged,  by  his  adventures, 
by  his  gay  longevity,  that  it  is  impoflible  not  to  defire  to  know 
the  details  of  a  life  fo  extraordinary.  The  examples  of  vice  in 
tliis  work  almofl  exceed  imagination  or  belief;  and  the  profligacy 
of -the  French  couit,  and  of  the  nobles,  leflens  our  wonder  at  the 
revolution. 

A  new  and  able  attack  upon  the  pradlice  of  duelling  has  ap- 
peared, in  the  form  of  an  addrefs  from  the  inhabitants  of  a  bail- 
liage  in  France  to  their  deputy  in  the  national  aflTembly,  who  had 
-engaged  in  a  duel.  Some  of  that  body,  who  havejuil  before  been 
lending  to  reafon  the  garb  of  eloquence,  have  been  forced  by  a 
deeply-rooted  prejudice  topafs  to  the  field,  and  renew  the  times 
of  the  ordeals  of  fire  and  water,  and  the  judgment  of  God.  *  Are 
you  our  deputy,  fay  the  people  of  the  bailliage  to  their  repre* 
tentative,  why  betray  your  conilituents  ?  Are  you  an  advocate 
of  the  nation,  why  abandon  its  defence?  Are  you  a  legiflator, 
why  violate  the  laws  f* 

M.  Barett's  *  Hiltoire  des  deux  Regnes  dc  Nerva  et  de  Tra- 
jan,* or  Hiilory  of  the  Reigns  of  Nerva  and  Trajan,  Paris,  i2mo. 
is  a  well-chofen  fubjedt :  a  good  account  of  thefe  reigns,  which 
fupply  the  chafm  between  Suetonius  and  Spartian,  being  muc'i 
to  be  defired  ;  and  we  wlih  fomc  man  of  learning  would  fupply 
the  defed  in  claffical  Latin.  The  work  of  M.  Barett  has  great 
merit.  Nerva's  fhort  reign  of  two  years  prefents  few  materials 
for  hiftory  ;  but  that  of  Trajan  compenfates  this  defed.  Trajan 
was  a  prince  adored  by  his  people,  and  a  great  man  ;  but  he 
liad  faults,  which  M-  Barett  does  not  diflemble.  He  was  cruel 
in  his  perfecuilon  of  the  Chriitians,  in  his  war  againft  the  Da- 
cians  j  vain,  and  rather  ambitious  than  wife,  in   his  expedition 
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againft  the  Parthians.  But  he  was  notwithftanding  one  of  thefe 
inonarchs  of  antiquity  who  bell  deferved  the  throne.  Pliny  has 
confecrated  a  panegyric  to  Trajan  :  its  merit  is  eminent,  but  the 
\york  of  M.  Barett,  which  bears  no  fymptoms  of  flattery,  appears 
far  more  proper  to  fhew  the  mind,  heart,  and  virtues  of  that 
gre^t  prince. 

Many  literary  perfons  in  France  have  of  late  dedicated  their 
labours  to  the  inflrudion  of  the  manufadurer,  and  the  peafant.   , 
M.  Chalumeau  has  joined  in  the  fame  career,  in  his  *  Catechifm 
dc  rimpot,  &c.'  or  Catechifm  of  Taxes  for  the  Country. 

A  work  of  great  importance  is  now  appearing,  in  Numbers,  at  i 
Paris,  intituled  '  Antiquites  Nationales,  &c.'  National  Anti- 
quities, or  a  Collection  of  Monuments  to  ferve  the  general  Hif- 
tory  of  the  French  Nation;  fuch  as  tombs,  infcriptions,  ftatues, 
paintings  in  glafs  or  in  frefco,  taken  from  abbeys,  monafteries, 
tallies,  and  other  places  now  adjudged  to  the  national  domain  ; 
prefcnted  to  the  national  afTembly,  and  favourably  received  by 
that  body,  4to.  The  author  is  M.  Millin  ;  and  the  plan  of  fav- 
ing  from  oblivion  thefe  monuments  of  former  times  deferves  ap- 
probation. The  firlland  fecond  Numbers  contain  plans  and  ele- 
vations of  the  Bailile,  and  prints  of  the  ftatues  to  be  found  in 
ihat  fortrefs  when  deilroyed  ;  a  view  of  Mont  Lheri ;  and  plates 
of  all  the  monuments,  pidlures,  and  ilatues  in  the  church  of  the 
Celeflins.  The  fingular  tomb  of  the  baron  de  Tievelec,  who 
died  in  1773,  belongs  to  the  latter  article,  though  not  llri^lly  to 
be  clafled  with  national  antiquities.  This  baron,  bcfides  all  his 
titles  of  baron,  count,  chamberlain  of  the  Spanifti  king,  refolved 
to  have  his  epitaph  adorned  with  his  hiilory  and  private  aftions. 
Two  tables  of  white  marble,  of  an  enormous  fize,  were  hardly 
fuflicient  for  this  purpofe  ;  they  would  fupply  twelve  or  fifteen 
large  pages.  The  author  of  the  National  Antiquities,  lefs  pro- 
digaj  of  paper,  only  copies  fome  circumllances,  M.  de  Treve- 
Jec  makes  a  circumilantial  recital  of  three  battles  againll  the 
people  of  Morocco  ;  but  what  charmed  him  more  than  the  vifto- 
ries  to  which  he  contributed,  was  a  fignal  honour  which  he  re- 
ceived from  the  general,  the  marquis  de  Leda,  upon  a  great  oc- 
cafion,  as  (hall  appear,  for  it  is  a  lively  pidlure  of  the  infignifi- 
cance  of  humaii  vanity  :  *  A  numerous  company,  about  five  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  yvaited  qn  the  marquis  de  Leda.  His  excellency 
was  very  polite  to  the  baron  de  Trevelec,  and  at  length  afked 
him  if  he  liked  beer.  He  anfvvered  that  he  liked  it  much,  and 
had  scculldmed  himfelf  to  it  in  his  Flemifh  campaigns.  Where- 
,  ypon  the  marquis  de  Leda  called  for  fome  Ei:glilh  beer,  and  or- 
dered the  fi  it  glafs  to  be  prefx^nted  to  the  colonel  the  baron  de 
Trevelec:  when  it  was  filled,  the  general  turned  to  the  general 
cfiicers  and  othefs,  and  (aid  to  them,  *  Gentlemen,  I  am  per- 
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fuaded  that  you  will  not  allow  the  baron  to  drink  alone.*  In- 
ftantly  all  were  eager  to  have  glafles.  The  baron  de  Trevelec 
fent  at  the  time  an  account  of  this  anecdote  to  Don  Miguel  Fer- 
nandez Durando,  marquis  of  Toloza,  then  miniller  of  war,  who 
read  it  to  his  Catholic  M-ijefty,'  — O  quantum  eji  in  rebus  inane  f 
The  *  Obfervations  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Agriculture  on  the 
Uniformity  of  Weights  and  Meafures,  compiled  by  Meffieurs 
Abeille  and  Tillet,  Members  of  that  Society,  Paris,  Xvo.  con-* 
llitute  an  interefting  work.  England,  Spain,  and  the  Americaa 
States,  feem  difpofod  to  join  with  France  in  the  accompli(hment 
of  this  defirable  objed. 

At  Strafburg  has  appeared  a  Treatife  on  the  Man  with  the 
Iron  Mafque,  by  M.  de  Saint  Michiel,  who  attempts  to  prove 
that  he  was  a  fon  of  cardinal  Mazarine,  by  a  fecret  marriage  with 
Anne  of  Auftria,  widow  of  Louis  XIII.  This  marriage  feems 
confirmed  by  the  letters  of  the  princefs  Palatine,  duchefs  of  Or- 
leans ;  but  M.  de  Saint  Michiel  had  not  feen  the  Memoirs  of 
Richelieu,  in  which  this  obfcure  topic  fcems  fufficiently  illuf- 
trated. 

M.  Paris  has  publiihed  at  Riom  his  *  Eloge  de  Cook,'  a  warm 
panegyric  on  that  celebrated  navigator,  the  only  one  whofe  dif- 
coveries  were  condufled  with  philanthropy,  and  unmarked  with 
blood.  The  fine  verfes  of  the  abbe  Delille  on  the  death  of  that 
great  man  are  fufficiently  known. 

In  the  Journal  des  Savans,  M.  de  Beauchamp,  vicar- general 
of  Babylon,  and  corrcfpondent  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  has 
given  a  molt  inlerelling  account  of  his  journey  into  Perfia,  in  the 
year  1787,  v^hich  may  be  recommended  as  conveying,  in  a  few 
pages,  a  very  complete  and  juft  idea  of  that  celebrated  country. 
We  wilh  that  the  ingenious  author  would  favour  the  public  with 
his  whole  obfervations,  accompanied  by  prints  of  the  various 
drawings  mentioned,  many  of  which  were  remitted  to  M.  dt& 
Barthelemy.  The  wellern  part  of  Perfia  is  at  prefent  in  great 
a-narchy  :  on  the  eaft  the  kingdom  of  Candahar  embraces  many 
of  the  faireft  provinces,  and  maintains  fome  regularity  of  govern- 
ment. One  advantage  of  this  Retrofped  is,  that  it  enables  us  to 
notice  important  or  curious  articles  m  the  foreign  Journals,  which 
otherwife  could  not  fall  under  our  obfervation  ;  and  among  thefe 
the  prefent  is  entitled  to  particular  regard.  M.  de  Beauchamp 
exprefles  a  wi(h,  in  which  we  muft  join,  that  a  new  edition  of 
Chardin's  Travels  were  given  ;  but  improved,  by  fubtradling  all 
the  repetitions  and  extraneous  epifodes,  and  by  altering  the  geo- 
graphical part,  in  which  that  traveller  was  mifled  in  truiling  to 
the  longitudes  and  latitudes  detailed  in  Perfian  manufcripts.^ 
Leaving  Bagdat,  M.  de  Beauchamp  pafTes  the  mountains,  which 
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feparate  PerCa  from  the  Turkiih  dominions,  and  an  ancient  mo- 
nument near  Kermancha  attraAs  his  iirft  notice.  It  is  called 
Tak-Ruflam,  and  confifls  of  two  halls,  cut  out  of  the  forid  rock, 
and  adorned  with  figures  in  alto  relievo,  which  are  minutely  de- 
fcribed.  In  the  fecond  hall  are  two  infcriptions  in  unknown  cha- 
radlers,  probably  thofe  on  the  Ferfian  coins,  which  M.  de  Beau- 
champ  accurately  copied,  in  order  to  communicate  them  to  the 
abbe  Barthelemy.  From  Kermancha  to  within  three  days  jour- 
ney of  Ifpahan,  are  found  fine  vales  for  pafturage,  but  little 
varied  in  profpeft.  Barren  mountains,  rugged  rocks,  no  trees, 
plains  watered  by  very  fmall  rivulets,  prefent  the  general  pifture 
of  Perfia.  Chardin  is  enraptured  with  the  beauty  of  the  coun- 
try ;  but  a  region  void  of  wood  and  water  cannot  be  pleafing. 
Now  that  every  khan,  or  lord  of  a  village,  is  a  fovereign  in  his 
petty  territory,  travelling  is  fubjed  to  multiplied  vexations.  From 
Kirmancha  to  Hamadan  are  many  ruined  towers.  The  moun- 
tains under  34  degrees  of  latitude  were  covered  with  fnow  in  May, 
thofe  under  36  even  in  July:  their  height  is  fmall,  and  M.  de 
Beauchamp  thence  concludes  that  Perfia  is  an  elevated  country. 
In  the  north,  not  above  the  thirtieth  part  is  inhabited  :  the  pro- 
vince of  Hamadan  feems  the  beft  cultivated.  M.  de  Beauchamp 
obferves,  that  the  general  elevation  of  the  country  further  ap- 
pears from  the  total  want  of  rivers.  Through  a  defert  of  three 
days  journey  our  traveller  advances  to  Ifpahan  :  he  finds  a  fmall 
prickly  almond  tree,  which  might  probably  thrive  in  a  northern 
clime  ;  and,  among  other  fingular  plants,  the  vegetable  hedge- 
hog;, forming  a  tuft  of  about  a  foot  and  a.  half  in  diameter,  a  1  t- 
tle  convex,  of  a  fine  green,  full  of  hard  and  impenetrable  prickles. 
Amid  the  majeflic  filence  of  nature  in  the  defert,  he  hears  a  noife 
like  that  of  a  fpinning-wheel ;  i_t  proceeds  from  an  infed  of  the 
clafs  apter/gy  which  is  minutely  defcribed.  Some  remarks  are 
given  on  the  climate  of  Perfia,  thefuperiority  of  which  is  fomuch 
exaggerated  by  Chardin's  wonted  prediledion.  Chardin  pretends 
that  the  ftars  have  there  no  fcintillations  j  but  M.  de  Beauchamp 
obferves,  that  even  in  Chaldaea  they  have  this  appearance  to  the 
height  of  about  45  degrees :  and  at  Paris,  fince  his  return,  he 
has  obferved  that  the  ftars  have  no  fcintillation  above  the  fame 
height.  In  proceeding  to  Kachan,  it  is  remarked,  that  it  is  the 
cuftom  in  Turkey  and  Perfia  to  hammer  all  metais  cold,  even 
ihocs  of  horfes;  an  operofe  method,  but  which  gives  far  more 
folidity.  Kouin  is  half  in  rains,  and  its  famous  mofques  and 
tombs,  are  ill  maintained;  the  valley  of  fea-falt,  which  in  fome 
parts  lies  an  inch  in  thicknef?,  and  the  Telefin,  or  enchanted 
^lountain,  are  next  mentioned.     Ac   Caibin  M.  de  Beauchamp 
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obfci-ved  the  end  of  the  lunar  eclipfe,  30th  of  June,  1787  ;  but 
was  here  forced  to  return  by  the  defpotifm  of  the  khan,    Calbin 
is  almolV  ruined,  and   contains  not  above   12,000    inhabitants. 
The  bed  of  Nadir  Scha,  a  marble  table  of  fix  feet  fquare,  with 
^  matrefs  and  pillow,  occafioned  meditations  on  our  ideas  of  ori- 
ental effeminacy.     Our  traveller  returns  to  Ifpahan,  which  he 
obferves  is  alfo  moftly  in  ruins.      He  counted  five  hundred  jets- 
d'eau  in  a  royal  garden  ;  and  adds  fome  remarks  on  the  tafte  of 
the  Perfians,  who   excel  in  many  arts.      They  have   an   idea  of 
beauty,  and  a  talle  for   perfpeftive  and  fymmetry,  unknown  to 
the  Turks.      In  chara6ler  they  fomewhat  refemble   the  French* 
Their  light  and  lively  walk,   their  volubility  in  fpeaking  a  fono- 
rous  language,  the  abundance   of  their  compliments,  the  clofg 
form  of  their  drefs,  their  quicknefs  of  wit,  form  features  of  com-f 
parifon.      The  fimple  and  rude  religion  of  the  Turks  is,    by  the 
excefs  of  Perfian  imagination,  fophillicated  with   myfteries :  but 
they  are  more  inclined  to    toleration  :  in  the  fuburbs  of  Ifpahaa 
there  are  twelve  Armenian  churches,  and  three  of  the  Latin  per- 
luafion.     Some  curious  remarks  are  given  on  the  eaftern  mode  of 
life,  far  lefs  luxurious,  though  more  idle,   than  that  of  Europe. 
But  we  (hall  clofe  our  extract  with  a  tranflation  of  M,  de  Beau- 
champ's  concluding  paragraph  :    *  I  have  lived  ten  years  among 
the  Turks.      I  have  always   feen  them  furrounded  with  eafe  and 
contentment.  The  defpotifm  of  the  pachas  only  falls  on  the  great. 
There  is  never  any  increafe  of  taxes  :  the  court  of  ConHantinople 
is  immutable  in  thatrefpedt.     I  believe  the  Turks  happy  in  that 
uniformity  of  life,  which  would  make  us  Europeans  die  o£  ennuis 
There  is  hardly  among  them  either  intrigue  or  adventure  :   few 
airaffinations  occur,  no  duels,  no  fuicide.     Jullice  is  adminiftered 
quickly  ;  proceiTes  are  neither   fo   common  nor  fo  complicated  as 
in  Europe,  where  multitudinous  laws  are  drowned  in  multitudin- 
ous commentaries :  every  caqfe  is  judged  by  the  Koran  :  he  who 
gains  a  law-fuit  pays  ten  percent  to  the  cadi,  and  the  lofer  pays 
nothing.      Properly  is  more  refpecled  in  Afia  than  is  commonly 
believed  in  Europe.     I  here  terminate  the  extradl  of  my  journey 
into  Pcrfia,  the  map  and  topographical  details  of  which  are  in 
the  hands  of  M.  de  la  Lande.     I  returned  to  Bagdad  the  14th  of 
January,  1788.* 

This  curious  article,  which  is  alone  worth  a  volume,  has 
induced  us  rather  to  exceed  in  our  account  of  it  ;  and  we 
muft  defer  the  literature  of  other  foreign  countries  till  a  future 
/jccafion. 
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MONTHLY     CATALOGUE. 

DIVINITY,    R  E  L  I  G  I  O  U  S,  &c. 

^he  Charge  of  Samuel  Lord  Bijhop  of  St.  DanndU^  to  the  Clergy  of 
his  Diocefey  delinjered  at  his  primary  Fijitation,  in  the  Tear  179.0. 
ne  Second  Edition,  ^to.  is.bd,  Robfon.  1791. 
l^X /"ITH  all  our  refped  for  Dr.  Horfley,  we  cannot  highly  ap- 
^  ^  prove  of  the  Charge  before  us ;  it  breathes  too  much  of  the 
uncharitable  intolerance  of  former  ages,  of  that  high-church  fpirit 
which  our  divines  have  fo  properly  laid  afiie  ;  for  even  thofe,  who 
lave  ROtby  collifion  and  enquiry  worn  away  their  afperities,  fol- 
Jow  the  example  of  St.  Paul,  prefer  doing  good  by  what  is  expe- 
dient, and  will  probably  be  fuccefsful.  The  objeft  of  this  Charge 
is  to  obviate  the  general  predilection  of  the  clergy  in  favour  of 
the  moral  duties,  as  the  exclufive  fubjcfts  of  fermons.  It  is  juftly 
urged  that  thefe  are  duties  of  the  fecond  table  only,  not  the  whole 
dictates  of  the  law  ;  that  thefe  are  the  rules  of  natural  religion  ; 
and  that  if  thefe  were  the  only  precepts  necefiary  to  be  incul- 
cated, Chrid  died  in  vain.  What  is  farther  added  to  the  argu- 
ment refpeding  faith  we  think  more  exceptionable,  though  the 
arguments,  when  diiedted  to  the  abufc  of  faith  according  to  the 
prevailing  tenets  of  the  methodills,  deferve  attention. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  our  author  purfues  the  dodrine  of 
the  firil  reformers,  fo  far  as  to  declare  that  the  works  *  which 
fpring  not  in  faith  of  Jefus  Chrill,'  are  of  the  nature  of  fm,  and 
lums  up  this  argument  by  the  following  perfonal  reftedions,  every 
candid  enquirer  will  lament  the  fpirit  which  didated  the  paJTage, 
and  the  inattention  which  fuiFered  il  to  pafs  through  the  prefs. 

*  And  this  explains,  what,  at  the  firll  fight,  may  feem  a  ftrange 
fsft  in  the  hiftory  of  man,  and  is  very  apt  to  be  mifinterpreied  ; 
as  if  it  difproved  the  connexion,  which  divines  are  deiirous  to 
maintain,  between  the  truth  of  religious  opinion,  and  true  prac- 
tical godlinefs :  namely,  that  Infidelity  and  Atheifm  boaft  among 
their  difciples  eminent  examples  of  moral  reditude,  Hiftory 
records,  I  think',  of  Servetus,  Spinoza,  and  Hobbes,  that  they 
were  men  of  the  flrideft  morals.  The  memory  of  the  living 
witneffes  thcffame  of  Hume.  And  hiftory,  in  fome  future  day, 
may  have  to  record  the  fame  of  Prieftley  and  Lindfay.  But  let 
not  the  morality  of  their  lives  be  miftaken  for  an  inftance  of  a" 
righteous  pradice,  refuhing  from  a  perverfe  faith  j  or  admitted 
as  an  argument  of  the  indifference  of  error.  Their  moral  works, 
if  they  be  not  done  as  God  hath  willed,  and  commanded,  fuck 
works  to  be  done,  have  the  nature  of  fin  ;  and  their  religion, 
confifting  in  private  opinion,  and  will-worfhip,  is  fin  5  for  it  is 
herefy.* 

On 
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On  the  whole,  to  a  certain  degree.  Dr.  Horfley's  injunftions 
are  jult.  Our  duty  towards  God  fliould  be  inculcated  as  well  as 
our  duty  to  our  neighbour,  and  mankind  ihould  be  taught  to  ve- 
nerate the  myrterious  fyilem  of  redemption,  and  of  our  future  life 
through  the  death  of  Chrill,  without  any  attempts  to  render  it 
familiar  to  common  apprehenfions.  When  the  human  mind  en- 
deavours to  fathom  the  myflerics  of  omnipotence,  it  is  foon  loft  in 
confufion,  or  wanders  in  endlefs  abfurdiiies. 

Remarks  on  the  Charge  of  the  Bijhop  of  St.  Da'vid^s.,  deli'vered  at 
bis  primary  Vijitationy  in  the  Tear  1790,  By  a  Dijfenting  Mini' 
fer.     S'va,     is,     Mathews^     179 1. 

The  bilhop  of  St.  David's  has  at  leaftone  DilTenter  on  his  fide. 
Our  author  fully  agrees  with  him  in  thinking,  that  the  moral 
duties  fhould  not^be  alone  infilled  on  in  fermons;^  So  much  of 
Dr.  Horlley's  Charge,  however,  is  tranfcribed  and  expounded,  in. 
this  pamphlet,  that  it  appears  (we  hope  there  is  nothing  very- 
improper  or  uncharitable  in  the  idea)  a  new  and  corrected  edi- 
tion, for  the  uie  of  DilFenting  miniilers. 

^'be  Duty  of  Chrijiians  to  Magijlrates  ;  a  Sermon  occaftoned  hy  th^ 
late  Riots  at  Binningham  \  ivith  a  prefixed  Addrefs  to  the  Public* 
intended  to  remo-ve  the  Reproach  lately  fallen  on  Protefiant  DiJ/ent^ 
ers.     By  JoJyn  Clayton.      S'vo.      Is.     Dilly.      1791. 
The  author  of  this  temperate  and  conciliating  difcourfe  in- 
forms the  public,   that  the  late   unhappy  riots  at  Birmingham 
gave  occafion  to  the  fermon  ;  in  which  the  obligations  of  Chrif- 
tians  to  prefervc  the  chara6ler  of  the  quiet  in  the  land,  are  Hated 
and  recommended. 

*  The  difcourfe,  Mr.  Clayton  tells  us,  was  addreiTeci  to  a  con- 
gregation of  Proteftant  Diflenters,  compofed  of  perfons  who  have 
not  yet  learned,  with  philofophifing  Chriftians,  to  rejeft  the  au- 
thority, or  explain  away  the  obvious  meaning  of  the  infpired  writ- 
ings.' 

Mr.  Clayton  goes  on  to  defend  the  general  body  of  the  Dif- 
fenters  from  the  afperfons  call  on  them  by  the  condufl  of  the 
'  apoftles  of  liberty,'  ard  to  iifclaim  any  necefTary  connedlion  be- 
tween their  fentiments  ana  the  general  view«  or  opinions  of  Dif- 
fenters.  He  points  out  the  impropriety  of  the  conduft  of  thofe 
who  ftyle  themfelves  rational  DiiTenters,  who,  enjoying  every  ef- 
fential  objcft,  every  fpecies  of  rational  liberty,  are  Hill  turbu- 
lent and  uneafy. 

Were  the  whole  body  of  DifTenters  governed  by  thofe  legal  and 
temperate  fentiments  which  the  cool  and  difpallionate  author  of 
this  fermon  appears  to  profefs  and  to  preach,  we  Ihould  hear  no 
more  of  thofe  violent  inveftives  againft  the  ellablilhment  in  church 
and  ftate,  which  have  latelv  fo  much  prevailed.     But  we  Fear  that 

the 
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the  faaious  fpirits  will  not  confider  thefe  principles  confiftent  with 
their  notions  of  the  Rights  of  Men.;  and  we  fear  the  fpirit  of  dif- 
content  and  turbulence  will  not  receive  a  fufficient  check  from 
themifch.efaoccafioned,  or  from  the  mild  and  judicious  perfua^. 
lions  of  this  author.  ^ 

Chrijiianity  conftjient  ^vlth  a  Love  of  Freedom:  heing  an  Jnfu;er  fe 

t  frr''     ^''^^  P^bltfr^edhy  the  Re^.  John  Clayton,      By  Robert 

Hall,  M,  A,     %-uo.      is.U.      Johnfon.      1791. 

Mr.  Clayton,  we  have  faid,   has  been  unfortunate:  he   feems 

to  have  pleafed  few.   Yet  he  has  fpoken  with  a  manly  confidence, 

what  we  think  to  be  truly  juft,  and  what  we  k.iow  many  of  his 

brethren    approve.      Our  prefent   author  is,  however,   no  con- 

temptible   opponent;  and,   if  it  iiad   been   confiftent   with   our 

plan  to  have  followed  Mr.  Clayton  at  a  greater  length,  we  fhould 

not  have  difdained  to  have  examined  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Hall 

more  minutely^ 

Paradife  Ren.nenved :  containing  a  Series  ofEJfays,  in^vhich  are  de- 
duced our  Duties  in  Life,  from  flan's  Nature  and  Origin ;  <wiih 
a  philofophicalEJfayupon  Lo^ve.   %njo.   is.    Hamilton.   1791. 
A  ftrange,  whimfical  rhapfody,  deducing  all  our  moral  duties 

from  the  early   ftation   of  man  in  Paradife  and  his  fall.     There 

are  fome-^curiousobfervations  alfo-virginibus  puerifque  loqui- 
mur — ^on  love  and  marriage. 

The  Book  of  Nature,  a  Sermon,  preached  in  a  Country  Parijh.  izmo. 

td.      Sherborne,  Goadby.      1791. 

It  18  the  objeft  of  the  preacher  to  prove  the  exiftcnce,  to  (how 

the  power  and  wifdom  of  God  from  his  works  :  the  fermon  i§ 

profeifedly  a  compilation,  but  it  is  plain,  familiar,  and  pradical. 

Britain's  Happinefs,  and  its  full  PoJeJJion    of  Civil  and  Religious 

Liberty,  briefy  fated  and  proved,  by  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Richard 

Price.     Zvo.     6d.     Rivingtons.      1 79 1. 

Whatever  were  the  doftor's  political  feritiments  in  the  latter 
part  of  his  life,  when  he  wrote  and  preached  the  fermon  from 
whence  this  publication  is  extrafted,  he  fays  of  Great  Britain: 

*  In  this  ifland  peace  and  liberty  have  fixed  their  abode,  and 
from  hence  fupcrllition,perfecution,  and  flavery  are  fled,  while 
in  other  nations  they  ftill  remain  to  confound  and  terrify,  and 
opprefs  the  fouls  of  men.  How  is  it  poflible  to  refleft  on  thefe 
things  without  joy  and  exultation  }  How  happy  is  it  for  us  that 
our  lot  has  been  caft  in  fuch  a  land  ?  A  land  favoured  with  (o 
many  invaluable  privileges  and  advantages.  A  land  where  peace^ 
plenty,  knowledge,  and  liberty  abound  and  fiourifli.  A  land 
which  has  the  bell  conftitution  of  government,  the  beil  laws,  the 
beft  king,  and  the  bell  religion  in  the  world.' 

It 
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It  is  true,  indeed,  as  the  editor  remarks,  that  this  fermon  was 
written  and  preached  upwards  of  thirty  years  ago.  But  every 
thing  he  then  faid  is  equally  applicable  to  the  prefent  Situation  of 
this  country.  The  change  was  in  the  dddlor,  not  in  his  country; 
and  we  can  only  fay,  in  the  language  of  the  wife  man,  *  Meddle 
not  with  them  that  are  given  to  change.'     Prov.  xxiv,  21. 

POLITICAL  AND    CONTRO  VERSIA'L. 

Striciures  en  the  m^w  Political  Tenets  of  the  Right  Hon.  Edmund 
Burke,  illujirated  by  Analogy  betnioeen  his  different  Sentiments  on 
the  American  and  French  Re'volutions  ;  together  ivith  Ob/er^ua^ 
tions  on  particular  Parts  0/  his  laji  Letter  to  a  Member  of  the  J^ a- 
tional  Ajjembht  and  an  Appeal  from  the  Old  to  the  Ne-w  l^'^hi^s^ 
By  Charles  Pigott,  Efq,     %<vo.      2s,  ^d.     R'idgv^ay.      tf^i'^'  ' 
Mr.    Pigort  aitacks    Mr.   Burke   with  great  force    and    abi- 
lity;   but  while  we  commend  him  for  thefe  merits    we  cannot 
apiproveof  the   temper  with    which    the    Strictures    before   us 
have  been  diftated,  of  the  political  tenets  of  the  author,  noT  of 
many  ©f  his  obfervations.     Mr.  Burke,  in  his  Appeal,  has  ob- 
viated many  of  thefe  inconfiftencies,  particularly  in  v/hat  refpeCi- 
ed  the  American  revolution  ;  nor  does  Mr.  Pigott,  in  his  Rejoin- 
der, take  away  from  the  force  of  the  reply.     Another  advantage 
which  our  author  has,  is  writing  at  the  prefent  sera,-  when  the  ap- 
pearances in  France  are  fo  much  altered:  he  mull  hav^  been  a 
very  incurious  obferver  not  to  have  noticed  the  change  in  the 
condud  of  the  affembly  fubfequent  to  the  king's  efcape.  We  have 
had  occafion  to  mention  it  with  commendation,  and  have  been. 
charged  with  verfatility  by  ihofe  who  will  not  allow  that  a  change 
of  circumftances  is  a  fufficient  foundation  for  a  change  of  opinion. 
Some  of  our  author's  refledlions,  if  noticed,  might  draw  from  us 
remarks  which  we  fliould  regret  employing  ;  and  fome  of  his  com- 
mendations feem  to  (how  that  his  political  bias  has  ihut  his  eyes, 
or  given  a  fofter  hue  to  the  molt  oifenfive  re^refentations.     The 
•  verum  atque  decens '  have  been  too  little  regarded  by  {bme  of 
the  combatants  in  this  caufe  j  and  thefe  feem  to  be  the  favourite 
champions  of  Mr.  Pigott. 

^  Letter  addreffed  to  the  Inhahitants  of  JVarnvick,  in  Anftuer  to  fe* 
•veral  Charges  of  a  'very  extraordinary  Kind,  advanced  againji  the 
DiJJlnters  aj/embllng  at  the  Chapel  in  High  freet  -y  by  the  Re'v. 
Mr.  Miller.  By  William  Field.  Second  Edition.  S<vo.  6d.  John- 
fon.     1 791. 

The  DiHenters  have-often  been  accufed  of  making  charity  fub- 
fervient  to  the  increafe  of  their  diiFercnt  fcfts ;  and  indeed  the 
condu(fl  of  feme  has  been  fo  equivocal,  as  to  fuggeit  and  counte-- 
uance  the  fufpicion.  But  fuch  an  idea  W3  mull  rejed  with  indigna- 
tion: 
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tibn:  to  entertain  it  for  a  moment  is  repugnant  to  the  fpirii  ot 
the  Gofpel ;  and  we  trufl  that  the  condud^  of  the  DifTenters  (we 
allude  not  to  the  fa(^s  in  the  prefent  pamphlet)  will  no  longer  be 
of  the  equivocal  kind  tojuftify  fufpicion.  In  the  prefent  inftance, 
Mf.  Field  complains  feemingly  with  reafon  :  we  hope,  however, 
that  refentment  or  difappointment  has  exaggerated  the  reprefenta- 
tion,  though  we  are  not  fo  bigotted  to  churchmen  as  to  believe 
them  always  right.  Grown  old  in  the  fchools  of  conteft,  we  can- 
not decide  without  hearing  the  other  party  ;  though  we  ought  to 
add  that  Mr.  Field  writes  with  temper  and  moderation:  if  re- 
ally fo  much  opprefled  as  he  fuppofes,  his  moderation  and  can- 
dor, except  probably  in  a  fmgle  inftance,  are  highly  commend- 
able. 

jt  Correfpondence  betiueen  the  Rev.  Rohert  Wells,  M,  A,  Chaplain  to 
the  Earl  of  Dunmore^  and  a  Gentlernany  under  the  Signature  of 
Fuhlicola,  relati've  to  the  Riots  at  Birmingham,  and  the  Comjnemo^ 
ration  of  the  French  Revolution,      S'vo.     6d.     Johnfon.      1791. 

This  correfpondence  does  not  elucidate  the  fubje£l  of  debate^ 
the  propriety  of  the  French  Revolution,  or  the  commemoration 
of  it  in  England.  Indeed  the  whole  was  well  adapted  to  its  iirft 
vehicle,  a  news-paper  ;  and  we  fee  no  reafon  for  giving  it  a  mcue 
permanent  form.  Publicola  is  by  much  the  acuteft  reafoner  and 
the  bell  writer. 

ji  ready  and  eafy  Way  to  eflahlijh  a  free  Commonivcalth,   The  Author 
John  Milton.      %<vo.      \s.      Ridgway.      '^'J^^* 

Milton  raifed  from  the  dead  to  combat  Edmund  Burke  !  What 
no  mortal  can  effeft  we  will  allow  may  be  fairly  attempted  by 
fomething  fupernatural.  We  hope  the  fabricators  of  caricatures 
will  not  catch  the  hint,  and  introduce  the  devil  as  an  umpire,  or 
in  the  humbler  llation  of  bottle-holder. 

MEDICAL. 

A  Differtation  on  Gonorrhoea^  and fome  other  Effeils  of  the  Venereal 
Virus,     By  Edivard  Collis,  F,  A.   S.  S.     ^vo.      is.     Miller. 
I791. 
A  common  account  of  a  common  complaint :  we  are  at  a  lofs 

to  guefs  even  remotely  at  the  author's  inducements  topubliih  fuch 

a  conxpilation  of  trite  obfervations. 

Ohfervations  on  the  Small  Pox  and  Inoculation  ;   to  nuhich  is  prefixed 

a,  Criticifm  upon  Dr.  Robert  Walker"* s  late  Publication  on  the  Sub' 

je6l-     By  Alexander  Aherdour,     %njo.     2/.     Miller.      1791. 

It  is  a  critical  axiom,   that  thofe  only  can  judge  with  propriety 

who  can  themfelves  write  with  Ikill. — Our  author's  Criticifm   is 

Uifling 
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trifling  and  fuperficial  ;  and  his  obfcrvations  deferve  not  a  better 
charadler.  We  find  not  a  fingle  new  idea  or  one  unknown  fa6\  ; 
but  many  trifling,  and  fome  erroneous  remarks. 

The  Apothecary^ s  Mirror  ;  or,  the  prefent  State  of  Pharmacy  exploded. 
In  a  Letter  to  J.  H,  Seqiieiruy  M.  D,  By  Difcriminator.  Svo. 
IS,  6d.     Miller.     1790. 

The  phyflcian  laughs  at  the  apothecary's  want  of  fcience,  and 
the  apothecary,  in  his  turn,  fneers  at  the  young  do6lor's  deficiency 
in  experience.  Both  are  right ;  and  the  men,  not  the  charafters, 
are  in  fault.  If  fuch  apothecaries  there  are^  as  our  author  has  de- 
fcribed,  fo  ought  they  to  be  treated. 

j^  Treatt/e  on  the  Hydrocele :  containing  an  Examination  of  all  the 
ufual  Methods  of  obtaining  Relief  in  that  Difeafe,  The  radical 
Cure  by  Injection  is  particularly  defcribedy  and  illuftrated  ivith 
Cafes,  By  James  Earky  Efq,  2>io^  zs,  6d.  Johnfon.  1791. 
We  have  already  noticed  the  fubftance  of  this  trad  in  our  re- 
view of  Mr.  Pott's  works.  It  is  now  publiflied  feparately,  with 
fome  additional  cafes  and  farther  explanations. 

POETICAL. 

An  irregular  Ode  to  Peter  Pindar,  Efq.  on  his  Odes  to  Mr,  Paine, 
^to.     6d.      Robinfons.      1791. 
It  is  an  impromptu  by  a  young  lady,  and  no  unpromifing  one 
for  a  young  poet.     The  faults  are  thofe  of  inexperience  only. — > 
Chearly,  damfel  1 — 9a  ira  ! 

The  Beauties  of  Mrs.  Robinfon,  Sele^ed  and  arranged  from  her 
Poetical  Works,  %'vo.  Is,  Symonds.  I79i« 
Sic  'vos  non  'vobis  fhould  be  the  motto  to  this  and  fuch  pilfering 
publications.  If  the  precious  produ«^lons  of  the  brain  were  guard- 
ed in  this  country  with  half  the  care  that  is  bellowed  on  the  for- 
did property  of  the  pocket,  a  literary  Tyburn  would  foon  be 
eftablifhed,  on  which  we  fliould  fee  many  of  thefe  ingenious  fe- 
leciors  dangle.  It  is  fortunate,  in  the  mean  time,  that  their  lack  of 
judgment  is  proportionate  to  their  want  of  honefty  ;  and  therefore 
we  wonder  not  that,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  the  original  Oiould  be 
rifled  of  its  leaft  brilliant  contents.  The  feleiiiion  is  introduced  by 
a  Sonnet  of  the  Editor^ s  own,  incomparably  nonfenfical. 

Poetic  Laurels  for   Chara8ars  of  dijlinguijhed  Merit ;  interfperfed 
'ivith  Poems y  mar^l  and  entertaining  :  dedicated  to  his  Royal  High^- 
nefs  George  Prince  of  Wales.     By  Maria  and  Harriet  Falconar, 
Afto.     5J.     Walter.     1791. 
The  publications  of  this  pretty  pair  have  already  been  n®- 

ticed  in  our  Review  ♦.  They  here  tell  us  they  commenced  authors 


*  oe?vol.  Ixv.  p.  5:  J,  and  vol.  Ixvi.  p.  511. 
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at  the  early  ages  of  17  and  14,  and  that  *  the  enfuing  work  lis 
much  more  correct,  and  lefsjavenile  in  its  compofition,'  thatt 
thofe  which  preceded  it.  As  they  tbemfelves  are  older,  we  will 
not  controvert  the  laft  aflertion ;  yet,  on  the  whole,  we  cannot 
perceive  any  very  decided  marks  of  fuperioriiy,  which  thefe  poems 
afford,  over  thofe  we  have  already  examined.  The  prefatory 
epiftie  is  not  the  word  fpecimen  :  and  we  truR  we  ihall  offend 
neither  of  the  fifters  by  fele6\ing  it,  as  no  name  is  annexed,  and 
we  confequently  give  no  invidious  preference  to  one  before  the 
other. 

*  Stay,  gentle  child  of  tafle!  whoe'er  thou  art, 
Liflen,  for  mercy's  fake,  and  take  our  part; 
See  where  the  critics,  poring  o'er  our  book. 
Threat  with  each  motion,  kill  with  ev'ry  look. 
Growl  o'er  the  title  page — What's  here,  Mifs  Flirt  J 
You'd  better  make  a  pudding — or  a  fiiirt ;. 
Foetic  Laurels  I  there's  a  pretty  pufJ"! 
Poor  iilly  wenches,  what  a  ftring  of  fluff ! 
Sure  madnefs  rages  now  with  ev'ry  woman. 
And  when  one  fav'rite  fcheme  is  grown  too  common^ 
With  matchlefs  art  Ihe  ftrikes  fome  novel's  plan. 
To  footh  her  pride,  and  tyrannize  o'er  man  ; 
Tells  an  affected  fentimental  Ilory, 
Or  prates  in  fenfelefs  rhymes  of  fame  and  glory. 
Thefe  modern  Sapphos  are  conceited  creatures. 
They  fport  their  thoughts  as  others  do  their  features;- 
Thefe  but  coquette  it  with  adiflerent  part. 
And  feize  the  head,  while  others  charm  the  heart. 

'Twere  befV  would  each  young  woman  mend  her  life> 
And  learn  to  be  a  decent,  careful  wife- 
There  goes  my  work — I'll  find  fome  fair  pretence 
To  face  the  board,  and  make  my  own  defence ; 
May't  pleafe  ye,  reverend  firs,  we  own  the  crirac^ 
So  long  to  trefpafs  on  your  precious  time  ; 
And  fince  you  leem  to  think  domeftic  fetters 
Become  us  bc;ter  than  the  love  of  letters, 
Affill:  «5,  dear  Melfieurs — have  you  no  friend,. 
Your  fbns,  perhaps  yourfelves,  to  recommend  ; 
Myfelf  or  fitter,  bleil  with  fuch  a  mate. 
Will  quit  ambition  and  the  tuneful  ilaie  ; 
Conform  ourfelves  to  be  whate'cr  ye  chufe. 
And  ceafe  to  plague  you  with  the  jabb^'ring  Mufe;. 
Nay,  the  lait  gle^m  of  our.  poetic  rays 
Shrill  Ihine  an  ode  in  quarto  10  your  praife.'  * 
rr^,hum  fat  !     We  Ihall  pay  proper  attention  to  the  kind,  hint 
Uiih  vviTiich  iheJi^  Udiec  huvc  To  obligingly  favoured  us ;  and  if  a 

true- 
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true  reprefentation  is  given  of  them  in  the  pretty  frontifpiece, 
wliere  they  fit  fo  amicably  cheek  by  cheek  together — give  us 
the  fair  authors,  and  a  fig  for  their  odes  in  quarto  i 

DRAMATIC, 

The  Irijhman  in  Spain,  A  Farce  in  one  Adl.   Taken  from  the  Spanijh. 
By  C.  Stuart,     Svo,      is.     Ridgvvay.      I791. 

Th«  difguifes  fcem  to  be  put  on  without  defign,  and  throwa 
oiF  without  having  anfwercd  any  purpofe ;  but  ic  is  as  unfair  to 
cenfure  rigidly  a  piece  profefTedly  mutilated,  as  //  is  to  bring  a  do' 
mejlic  imprudence  on  thefiagty  and  add  to  the  ftings  with  which  the 
mind  is  probably  already  goaded. 

Lovis  Vagaries  \  or,  the  Whim  of  the  Moment.      A  Dramatic  Piece 
in  i-wo  Ads.    ByT.  Vaughan^  Efq.     81/5.      is.      Bell.     179 1. 

This  little  piece  was  firft  performed  in  1776;  and  fince  that 
time  it  has  been  rejefted  both  by  Mr.  Kemble  and  the  younger 
Colman.  The  idea  of  the  mafter  and  man,  as  well  as  the  mif- 
trefs  and  the  maid,  exchanging  charafters,  a  plan  adopted  by  each 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  other,  to  form  a  more  accurate 
judgment  of  their  different  difpofuions,  is  at  prefent  fo  trice  and 
*  hackneyed  in  the  eyes  of  men,'  that  the  fuccefs  rauft  have  been 
doubtful.  Mr.  Vaughanhas  conduced  thefe  equivocal  fuuations 
very  well ;  but  no  Ikill  will  compenrate  for  a  total  want  of  no- 
vdty. 

The  Fugiti'uesy  a  Comedy.  By  William  Roberts y  Barrijier  at  La<w, 
^'uo,  ]J.  6^.  Stockdale.  1791. 
This  comedy  feems  never  to  have  been  offered  to  the  managers, 
and  perhaps  without  the  touches  of  a  hand  more  experienced  in 
ilage  effeft,  its  fuccefs  might  be  precarious.  It  polTefles,  how- 
ever, no  inconfiderable  merit.  The  hnmour  is  chaile,  cor  red  ; 
and,  though  at  times  approaching  to  farce,  if  we  except  only  the 
petticoats,  ftri6tly  correft.  *  Sudden'  is  a  new  edition  of  the 
Pofitive  Man,  and  infiftson  every  abfurdity  being  complied  with, 
if  he  fvvears  it  (hall  be  fo :  this  is  the  -fource  of  many  pleafant 
icenes,  particularly  one,  where  Lucrece  feems  to  comply  with 
his  defires,  for  fear  he  Ihould  fwear.  Her  contrivance  to  drefs 
up  her  lover  Tobias  to  perfonate  herfelf  in  this  affignation,  with 
the  fubfequent  events,  is  truly  humourous.  The  miftake  of  the 
lovers  in  the  more  pathetic  part  is  well  conduced  ;  but,  on  the 
whole,  we  think  thofe  ferious  fcenes  want  intereft.  As  we  have 
already  obferved,  with  fome  alterations,  we  have  little  doubt  of 
the  comedy  fucceeding  on  the  flage. 

B  b  2  Memoiri 


35^  Monthly    Catalogue. 

NOVELS. 

^letnoirs  of  a  Scots  Ueirefs,  addrejfed  to  the  Right  Hon,  Lady  Cathe^ 
rine  ****»*.  ^y  the  Author  of  Conjiance,  3  Vols,  tzma* 
9/,     Hookham.     1791. 

Thefc  Memoirs  are  in  many  refpecls  fingular :  the  author,  in 
almolt  every  Hep,  wanders  from  the  beaten  path,  occafionally  cle-* 
vates  and  furprifes,  is  frequently  interefting,  and  fometimes  high- 
ly pathetic.  The  incidents  are,  neverthelefs,  often  improbable, 
and  the  unexpedled  changes  of  fortune  are,  in  one  or  two  in- 
ilances,  difagreeably  abrupt.  The  charaders  are  not  always  new: 
Mrs.  Dibart  is  an  example  of  verfatility  and  inconfiftency,  per^ 
haps  coloured  too  highly  ;  and,  though  not  beyond  nature,  is  ra- 
ther a  caricature  than  a  charadler.  Lady  Jane  Alderney  is  more 
corre6lly  delineated:  fir  Lufon  Linfield  is,  we  fufpedt,  a  copy 
from  life,  and  fcarcely  overcharged.  The  heroine  herfelf  is  not 
tpite  unexceptionable,  but  defends  her  own  conduft  fo  eagerly 
and  fo  ably,  that  if  fhe  is  not  really  writing  her  own  life,  fhe  has 
alfumed  the  charadcr  with  great  ability.  The  fentiments  are 
well  adapted  to  the  fituation,  correfl  and  judicious;  the  in-^ 
cidcnts  frequently  interefting:  the  American  adventures,  with 
the  death  of  captain  Dibart,  are  well  executed,  2nd  we  have  fel- 
dom  fcen  a  fcene  of  more  interefting  pathos,  than  the  whole  of 
the  adventure  on  the  fand-bank,  concluding  with  the  Igfs  of  the 
paddle. 

The  Viilim  of  a  Vontj  ;  or,  the  Dangers  of  Duplicity.  A  No'ueL  % 
.  Vols.  izmo.  6s.  From  the  Literary  Prefs.  1791. 
The  foundation  of  a  plot  appears  to  us  improbable  and  abfurd  ; 
but  the  fubfequent  condudl  of  the  ftory  deferves  our  commenda- 
tion. The  intereft  is  well  kept  up,  and  the  artful  maze's  of 
Erefljy  involved  with  dexterity  and  managed  without  confufion. 
The  moral  is  not  a  bad  one  ;  for  artifice,  and  villainy  moft  aj>* 
parently  fuccefsful,  bring  only  diftrefs  and  unhappinefs. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

l^etter  of  Mcnfeur  and  cf  M.  le  Comte  D^Jrtois  to  the  King,  their 
Brother:  ijoith  the  Deciarationfigned  at  PilnitZi  Auguji  27,  1 79 1, 
by  the  Emperor  and  the  King  of  PruJJia.  8w.  Ijr,  Debreit, 
1791. 

The  Letter  of  monfieur  and  his  brother  is  ardent  ^nd  fpirited; 
|t  is  the  language  of  men  who  have  their  all  ac  ftake,  and  are 
anxious  to  preicrve  it.  The  king's  having  accepted  of  the  new 
larrangement  changes  the  whole  plan  ;  nor  can  we  think  the  at- 
tempt, in  the  circumftances  in  which  the  Letter  was  \yritten,  fo 
eafy  as  is  reprefented.  We  know  not  whether  the  engagement, 
fuppofed  to  be  entered  into  at  Pilnitz,  is  genuine  or  authentic; 
W^'ftiall,  however;,  tranfcribe  it,     - 
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*  Convention  between  the  Emperor  and  the  King  of  PrufHa, 

*  His  majefty  the  emperor,  and  his  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
having  heard  the  wiflies  and  reprefentations  of  Monfieur  (the 
French  king's  brother),  and  the  count  d'Artois,  do  jointly  declare, 
that  they  look  upon  the  actual  fuuation  of  his  majefty  the  king  of 
France  as  an  objcft  of  common  concern  to  all  the  fovereigns  of 
Europe.  They  hope  that  this  concern  will,  doubilefs,  be  ac- 
knowledged by  all  the  powers,  from  whom  aflillance  is  required; 
and  that,  in  confequencc,  they  will  not  refufe  employing,  in  con» 
jundion  with  their  faid  majelHes,  the  moil  elRcacious  means,  rC" 
lati've  to  their  forccsy  in  order  to  enable  the  king  of  France  to 
confolidate,  in  the  moft  perfeCl  liberty,  the  bafis  of  a  monarchi- 
cal government,  fuitable  both  to  the  rights  of  fovereigns,  aY)d 
ihe  welfare  of  the  French  nation— Then,  and  in  this  cafe,  their 
faid  majefties  the  emperor  and  the  king  of  Pruffia  are  determine^ 
to  a<^  fpeedily,  with  mutual  concord,  and  with  neceilary  forces, 
to  obtain  the  propofed  end  in  common. 

*  Meanwhile  they  will  give  to  their  troops  neceffary  orders  that 
they  may  be  ready  for  putting  themfelves  in  a  ftate  of  aftivity. 

*  Pilnitz,  the  27th  of  Auguft,  1791.' 
The  words  marked  in  italics  are  in  the  original,  *  relativement 
a  leurs  forces'— words  very  equivocal,  and  may  mean,  *  the  moft 
efficacious  means  in  their  povjer,^     When  the  army  is  afterwar-Js 
mentioned,  the  word  troupes  is  employed. 

^he  Oeconomy  0/*  Nature.     I'ranjlated  from  the  Original  German* 
Svo.     zs,feiMed*     Keariley.     1790. 
A  flrange  whimfical  rhapfody  about  nature  and  natural  qpera^ 
tions  by  an  honeft  German,   unacquainted  with  the  moft  com* 
jnon  fads. 

'  The  Cohefion  of  Bodies,  and  the  Center  of  Force. 

*  It  is  evident,  that  there  muft  be  fomething,  which  holds  the 
parts  of  a  body  together,  A  loaf  of  bread  keeps  together  till  it 
is  broken ;  and  to  break  it  requires  a  certain  effort,  that  is,  it 
refifts. 

'  If  a  loaf  of  bread  be  broken  Into  feveral  pieces,  each  piece 
will  be  found  to  have  its  particular  cohefive  force.  In  fhort,  ex- 
perience teaches  us,  that  the  force  of  cohefion  is  difFufed  through- 
out all  nature. 

*  We  find  alfo  that  certain  parts  of  a  body  cohere  together  more 
ilrongly  than  other  parts  of  this  fame  body.  The  rim  of  a  drink- 
ing-glafs  breaks  eafier  than  its  bottom.  The  point  where  the 
cohefion  is  ftrongeft  we  call  the  center  of  force.  By  confequence 
the  center  of  force  in  a  drinking-glafs  is  to  he  fought  for  in  the  bottom. 

*  The  earth  has  its  cohefion,  which  it  exerts  upon  us  pretty 
fenlibl^',    We  c^anot  try  to  raife  o.urfelv€;5  to.lhe  height  of  fix 

inches 
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inches  above  it,  without  being  reminded  by  our  own  weight,  that 
we  arc  its  property  ;  and  the  efTays  of  thofe  that  have  attempted 
to  fly  in  the  air,  have  hitherto  been  puniihed  by  themoft  terrible 
fiadure  of  their  arms  and  legs, 

*  The  earth  has  probably  its  center  of  force,  likewife,  which 
perhaps  lies  in  its  a£iual  center  or  near  it. 

*  It  is  no  contradidion  to  affirm  that  there  is  more  than  one 
center  offeree  in  a  body.  Thus  man  appears  to  have  a  double 
center  of  force.  In  the  heart  the  blood-veflels  unite.  Here  the 
conflux  of  the  blood  is  greatelt.  In  the  brain,  particularly  in  the 
pineal  gland,  unites  the  nerves,  from  which  all  the  parts  of  our 
body  derive  their  force.* 

This  is  not  the  chapter  full  of  the  groflefl  errors,  or  moft  Ifrik- 
ing  abfurdities ;  but  the  work  reminds  us  of  an  obfervation  that 
it  is  nccelTary  to  make.  German  literature,  at  prefent,  engages 
much  attention  ;  and  tranflations,  like  the  prefent,  have  been 
made  from  works  which  poflefs  not  the  leaft  merit.  Where 
the  error  lies  we  know  not;  but  it  is  as  neceflary  for  the  tranf- 
jfator  to  be  as  able  to  judge  of  the  fubjeft  as  the  language,  and  to 
know  the  flate  of  the  fcience  in  the  country  for  which  he  pre- 
pares his  vcrfion,  left  he  may  lcfl"en  the  chara6ler  of  his  Germaa 
aathor,  and  imprefs  the  reader  with  too  difadvantageous  an  opi- 
nion of  Germar  fcience.  A  man  may  be  regarded  as  very  polite 
in  a  country  village;  but  it  would  be  very  injudicious,  on  this 
account,  to  introduce  him  as  ^  model  of  politenefs  at  St.  James's. 

^he  Englijh  FrechoUer.     4/^.     2s.6d,     Stockdale.     1 791. 

In  the  days  of  Swift  the  Letters  of  the  Draper  roufed  a  kiftgr 
dom  unanimoufly  to  refift  an  infidious  and  dangerous  attempt. 
The  period  is  now  pafled ;  and,  when  a  mafk  is  put  on,  fufpicion 
fuggefts  that  there  may  be  fome  fecret,  unavowed  defign.  The 
pbjeft  of  the  Englirti  Freeholder,  for  this  work  is  a  colledlion  of 
letters  to  the  *  good  people*  of  England,  addreflcd  to  them  at 
different  times,  is  to  counterad  the  prefent  revolution-mania ; 
to  expofe  the  defigns  of  the  pretended  patriots,  as  well  as  to  take 
off  the  flimfy  delufiye  veil,  which,  in  fome  fpeeches  and  publi- 
cations, have  covered  the  proceedings  of  the  French  revolution- 
ifts.  The  defign  is  good,  the  language  perfpicuous  and  forcible. 
In  what  relates  to  France,  however,  the  author  is  lefs  corred^Iy 
informed,  or  he  confiders  fome  additional  colouring  only  as  a 
^ious  fraud. 

A  Plan  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Midjhlpmen  of  the  Royal  Na^y.     81/0. 
is.     Debrett.     1791. 

Our  author's  plan  deferves  great  attention  ;  for  midfliipmen 
are  the  foundation  of  the  naval  fuperiority  of  Great  Britain  :  but 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  arc  ih^  only  proper  reviewers  of  this 
worl5% 

J  Letter 
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A  Letter  to  the  Meeting  at  the  Crcwn  and  Anchor  Tavern,  on  the 
Tourtecnth  of  July  y  I79I>  for  the  Purport  of  celebrating  the  An* 
alverfary  of  the  Revolution  in  France.  Acidreffed  to  the  Patrons 
<xnd  Stenxiards  of  that  Meeting,  By  the  Rev.  Rice  Hughes,  A.  M, 
8vo,      is»  6d.     Stockdale.      1791. 

Mr.  Hughes*  eagernefs  hurries  him  too  far  into  fomc  erroneous 
reprefentaiions  and  untenable  opinions;  but  thefe  are  mixed  with 
juft  remarks,  exprcfTed  with  peculiar  boldnefs  and  energy.  The 
meeting  we  believe  was  originally  *  pregnant  with  deep  defign, 
perfidy,  and  danger.*  When  the  firft  views  were  defeated,  a  mor^ 
tranquil  plan  was  adopted  ;  and  the  tranquillity,  the  effect  of  ne- 
ceflity.  has  been  fince  adduced  as  a  proof  of  peaceable  intentions^ 
The  fecret  was  too  carele&ly  kept  to  admit  of  a  doubt. 

The  Parijian  Majlcr  ;  or,  a  nenv  and  eafy  Method  for  acquiring  a 
perfed  Knovoledge  of  the  French  Language  in  a  Jhort  Time.     By 

Dr.  M,  Guelfi  Borzacchini.   8vo*   zs.  6d.  bsand.   Dilly,      I791. 

Our  author's  plan  of  teaching,  as  it  is  detailed  in  the  preface, 
is  judicious  and  proper.  In  his  Grammar  we  meet  with  no  very 
confiderable  improvements.  Indeed,  in  fuch  a  beaten  tradl,  what 
novelty  can  be  expcdled  ? 

Curfory  Remarks  sn  the  Army  in  general,  and  the  Foot  Guards  in  par- 
ticular.     By  Htnry  Sinclair,   late  Captain-Lieutenant  in  thefftym 
/iventh  Regimetit.      A^to.   2s.6d.     Jordan.      179 1. 

Thefe  Remarks  deferve  much  attention:  our  author  recom- 
laends  that  the  guards  fliould  take  their  tour  of  duty  in  the  dif- 
ferent quarters  of  the  three  kingdoms  and  Gibraltar;  that  the  ad- 
ditional rank  of  the  guards  iliould  be  aboliflied  ;  and  that  the  pay 
of  the  array  in  general  (liould  be  increafed.  The  lad,  he  thinks, 
will  not  be  attended  with  any  increafe  of  the  national  cx;penditure> 
if  promotion  is  allowed  to  proceed  according  to  the  half-pay  liil ; 
at  lead  till  every  claimant  in  that  line  Is  provided  for. 

An  Introdudion  to  German  Grammar.   By  the  Rev,  Dr.  If^endehornmr 
^vo.     5/.     Boards.     Robinfons.     1790. 

Several  years  an;o  the  author  puiblifhed  Elements  of  German 
Grammar,  The  favourable  reception  his  publication  has  met  with, 
made  a  new  edition  neceflary,  which  he  has  given  here  in  a  more 
improved  Hate,  under  the  title  of  An  hitrcditclion  to  German 
Grammar.  K  pradical part,  which  was  warning,  is  now  added, 
containing  Dialogues— an  Extrad  from  a  German  Play  of  Lef- 
ling — an  ExtraA  from  Gefner's  Lectures  on  Morality — Letier5, 
a.jvi  cpec  mens  of  German  Poetry. 

In  the  Elements  the    German   was  printed   in  Italics  ;    but  the 

aathor  finding,  as  he  informs  us  in   the  preface,   that  it  was   the 

wiih  of  many  to  have  it  printed  with  the  common  German  types, 

he  has  fubmiited  :o  it;  and,  as  it  appear:  to  us,  to  ;he  advantage 
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of  this  new  edition,  and  for  the  benefit  of  thofe  who  wifh  to  learri 
and  to  read  the  German. 

A  Letter  to  the  Ekaorrof  Great  Britain.  By  J.  Sutherland,  Efq.  lati 
^udge  of  the  Admiralty  at  Minorca.  S-z/o.  2s.  dd*  Jordan.  1 791. 
The  unfortunate  cafe  of  the  late  Mr.  Sutherland  !  it  is  a  pain- 
ful fubjefl,  and  diftrefling  muft  be  the  fituation  of  minillers,  if  it 
can  ever  become  political  to  negletfl  fuch  reprefentations.  If  the 
J)rocrafti nation  happened  from  the  hurry  of  more  important  bufi- 
Xi^(%t  it  will  be  a  pleafure  to  reflect  that  Ibme  degree  of  compenfa- 
tion  may  be  yet  made  to  his  furviving  relatives. 

A  Jhort  Compendium  of  Ancient  and  Modern  Hiftorical  Geography^ 
tranfated from  the  French.  By  M.  de  Lan/egue,  81/5,  6s.  bd. 
Boards..     Murray.      ^79 1  • 

This  Compendium  is  dcfigned  for  the  ufe  of  fchools^  and  is 
executed,  in  general,  with  (kill  and  pcrfpicuity.  There  arc,  how- 
ever, numerous  little  errors,  which  ought  to  have  been  avoided. 
England,  for  inftance,  is  faid  to /r&</;/f^  pewter  :  the  term  of  city 
is  conftantly  mifapplicd,  and  Edinburgh  is  faid  to  be  the  refi- 
dcnce  of  the  lord  high  commillioner.  In  the  foreign  part,  thef 
author  is  not  fometimcs  fufficiencly  explicit,  and  feems  occafion- 
ally  to  have  followed  travellers  of  uncertain  authority  ;  but,  on 
the  whole,  the  faults  are  of  little  importante;  fome  of  them 
feem  to  arife  from  an  imperfedl  tranllation,  and  fcarcely  any  will 
lead  the  pupil  into  efl'cntial  errors. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

Mr..  Lodge  requells  that  the  authors  of  the  Critical  Review 
will  do  him  the  favour  to  inform  their  readers  that  he  did  not 
intend,  in  his  late  publication,  to  refiedl  on  the  authors  of  the 
Biographia  Brit^^nnica  (fee  Correfpondence  at  the  end  of  the  O£ioher 
Re'vie'wJ,  merely  for  uling  the  aflertions  in  quellion  refpcdling 
the  lady  Arabella  Stuart,  but  more  particularly  for  the  accidental 
pcrverfion  of  the  meaning  of  a  paiFage  in  Win  wood's  Memorials* 
The  cafe  is  briefly  Hated  in  the  lail  Appendix  to  the  Critical  Re- 
view, <p.  553,  and  Mr.  Lodge  has  thi?  day  fent  a  more  particu- 
lar account  of  it  to  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  to  which  he  begs 
Jeave  to  refer,  in  order  to  free  himfelf  from  a  cenfure  which  is 
delivered  to  the  public  under  fo  very  refpedable  an  authority.  If 
the  dete(5lion  of  fuch  an  error  can  be  properly  deemed  indifcri^ 
tninatc^  and  the  tracing  that  error  to  its  origin  hajiy,  Mr.  Lodg,e' 
wiil  be  content  to  plead  guilty  to  Dr.  Kippis's  charge. 

College  of  Arms,  Nov.   17,   1791. 

E       R       R       A       T       U       M. 

In  cur  laft  Review,  p.  228,  1.  i.  iovfrfi  fcrmottj  v.Jcrm..,—V.  234, 1.  3-  ^^r  U 
T.  if. 
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The  Flays  and  Poems  of  Ifilliam  Shakfpeare^  in  Eleven  Volumes  \ . 
collate'd  Verbatim  with  the  moft  authentic  Copies^  and  revijed* 
iv'ith  the  Corredlons  and  Illujirations  of  various  Commentators, 
To  which  are  addedy  an  E (jay  on  the  Chronological  Ordfr  of  his 
•Plays;  an  EJJay  relative  to,  Shakjpeare  and  Joni'on  ;_  a 
'  D  lifer  tat  ion  on  the  Three  Parts  cf  K.ingHenryVL  A}iHifto>ical 
Account  of  the  Euglijh  StagCy  and  Notes,  By  Edmond  Malone. 
Crown  Svo.  3/.  17^.  Boards.     Rivingtons,  &c.      1 791. 

1  T  is  not  wholly  owing  to  the  idolatry  of  the  Englifli  for 
-■'  their  favourite  bard,  that  the  works  of  Shakfpeare  have  been 
publifhed  in  various  forms,  and  commented  on  by  authcws  of* 
different  talents  and  purfuits*    .  In  his  jera  our-  language  was 
changing  its  rugged  manlinefs  to  more  flowing  exprelhons, 
and  a'lefs  harfli  conftru6lion ;  elegance  was  beginnhig  to  add 
a  polifh  to  what  in  force  of  exprelhon  could  not  be  improved; 
and  innovation,  with  its  ufual  eagernefs,  hurried  on  the  changes 
fo  rapidly,  that,  in  a  few  years,  the  language  of  Shakfpeare 
"\^as  obfolete,  and  in  part  forgotten.     The  early  editors  found 
it  eafier  to  correct  than  to  rellore  ;  and  with  an   ill-judged 
fondnefs  for  their  author,  with  a  wifh  of  rendering  him  more 
generally  pleafing,  they  foftened  what  appeared  to  be  defor- 
niiti(;g,  and  altered  what  they  fufpecled  might  difgufl.    When 
the  iera  of  found,  rigid,  criticifm  arrived,  thefe  fucceffive  ef- 
forts had  greatly  changed  the  poet,  whofe  quaintnefs.  and  jRre 
pleafed  the  ruder  age  of  Elizabeth,  and  it  was  neceflary  to  go 
back  to  fources,  which  time  had  partly  injured,  to  feek  inform 
nation  \v^ith  difficulty  traced.     The  eagernefs  of  editors,  the 
zeal  of  admiring  commentators,  have  encountered  thefe  cb-; 
ilacles  with  much  fuccefs.     We  fee  what  Shakfpeare  wrote, 
and  his  fair  fame  has  not  been  fullied  by  the  difcovery:  we 
have  brought  to  light  the  fources  of  his  ftreams,  and  we  per* 
ceive  they  are  not  his  own.     What  he  has,  however,  fullered 
in  his  chara6ler  of  originality,  has  been  compenfated  by  the 
addrefs  with  which  he  feems  to  have  managed  his  borrqwed 
thoughts,  "and  the  ability  with  which  lie  has  conne^kd  them 
;;CriT.  Rev.  N.*Ar.  (III:)  D'cc:  179:1:"        C  *g     ^     *  with 
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\vul4  his  own  Inventions.  It  may  be  afked,  however,  whctHct* 
to  inveftigations  of  this  kind,  there  are  no  bounds.  Mull  we 
fearch  from  whence  he  copied  every  line  .^  Mud  we  afcertaiiT  . 
v/ith  anxiety  every  trifling  word.?  Thefe  queilions.  will  be 
differently  anfwered  according  to  each  critic's  warmth  of  zeal,, 
or  the  ardour  of  his  purfuits.  We  have  little  hcfitation  in  fay- 
ing, that  thefe  minute  enquiries  have  been  carried  too  far ;, 
and,  if  we  had  earlier  received  a  eorrecSb  text,  which  the  coni- 
plaifance  of  fome  editors,  and  the  indolence  of  others  depriv- 
ed us  of,  we  fhould  long  fincc  have  afcertained  as  much  as  it 
was  ufefui  to  know.  The  text  is  now  fuificiently  correcl: ;  and 
Mr.  Malone  has  informed  us,  that  the  quarto  editions  are- 
more  correct  than  tlie  lirft  folio,  from  which  Hcmmynge  and 
Condcl  in  reality  copied ;  and  that  the  feeond  folio  contains 
the  accumulated  errors  of  the  firll  and  of  its  own  editors* 
After  this  information,  and  copying  Ur..  Johnfon's  able  Pro- 
fpe6lus,  Mr.  Maloiie  gives  us  an  idea  af  the  plan  he  purfued, 
in  arranging  the  text,  m  the  following  terms : 

*  My  late  friend  Mr.  Tyrwliitt,.  a  man  of  fuch  cando^ur,  acc«- 
racy,  and  profound  learning,  thathi^  death  mufi:  be  confidered  as 
an  irreparable  \o\\  to  literature,  was  of  opinion,  that  in  printing 
thefe  plays  the  original  fpelling  {hoald  be  adhered  to,  and  that  v/e 
ncv;  r  could  be  fure  of  a  pcrfecUy  faithful  edition,  iiulcfs  the  firfi: 
folio  copy  was  made  the  ibrndard,  and  a^fbudly  fent  to  the  prefs, 
with  fuch  corredions  as  the  editor  rnlglit  think  proper,  l^y  others 
it  was  fuggefted,  that  the  notes  fhould  not  be  fubjoined*  to  tlie  text, 
bu'.  placed  at  the  end  of  each  volume,  and  th;it  they  Ihould  be  ac- 
companied by  a  complete  glofF^ry.  The  former  fcheme  (that  of 
fending  the  firfl  folio  to  the  prefs)  appeared  to  me  liable  to  many 
obje<^ions  ;  and  I  am  confident  that  if  the  notes  were  detached 
from  the  text,  many  renders  would  remain  uninformed,  rather  than 
undergo  the  trouble  occafioned  by  perpetual  references  froiii  one 
part  of  a  volunrie  to  another. 

*  In  the  pre  ent  edition  I  have  endeavoured  to  retain  all  the  ad- 
vantages which  would  have  refulted  fj jm  Mr.  Tyrwhitt's  plan,, 
without  any  of  its  inconveniences.  Having  often  experienced  the 
fallatiouficf^  of  collation  by  the  eye,  I  determined,  after  I  had 
adjured  the  text  in.  the  befl  manner  in  my  power,  to  have  every 
proof- fheet  of  my  work  read  a<loud  to  me,  while  I  perufcd  the  firlt 
f.)lio,  for  thefe  plays  which  firlt  appeared  in  that  edition;  and 
for  all  thefe  which  had  been  prevloufly  printed,  the  firfl:  quarto 
copy,  excepting  only  in  the  infirances  of  Ths  Merry  Wvves  offi'lnd- 
Cor,  and  King  Henry  V.  which,  being  either  ikctches  or  i!nperfe(5l 
copies,  could  not  be  wholly  relied  on  ;  and  King  Kuhard  III.  of 
the  earlieU  edirion  of  which  tragedy  I  was  not  pofl^jifcd.  I  had  at 
^he^^jne  time  before  roe  a  table  which  I  had  formed  of  the  vari- 
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Sitions  between  the  quartos  and  the  folio.  By  this  laborious ^pro- 
ccfs  not  a  fmgle  innovation,  made  either  by  the  editor  of  the  fe- 
cond  folioj  6r  any  of  the  modern  editors;  could  cfcripe  me.  From 
the  index  to  all  the  words  and  phrafcs  explained  or  illuftrnted  iri 
the  notes,  which  I  have  fubjoincd  to  this  work,  every  ufe  may  be 
derived  which  the  mofl  copious  gloiTary  could  alTord  ;  while  thcfe 
readers  who  are  lefs  intent  on  philological  inquiries,  by  the  notes 
l^eing  appended  to  the  text,  are  relieved  from  the  irkfome  talk  of 
feeking  information  iri  a  different  volume  from  that  immediately 
before  them.' 

As  to  the  Notes,  Mr.  Malone  fays,  '  I  Have  in  general 
given  the  true  explication  of  a  palTage,  by  whomfoever  rriade, 
without  loading  the  page  with  the  preceding  unfuccefs- 
ful  attempts  at  elucidation.'  But  at  the  lame  time  he  informs 
lis,  that  not  a  fingle  valuable  e:iplication  of  any  obfcure  pafTage 
in  thefe  plays  has  ever  appeared,  which  will  not  J-e  found  in 
the  following  toluqies  *,  in  the  liril  of  thefe  fentenccs,  an  editor 
lefs  confident  of  his  own  abilities  would  have  faid,  *  given 
'ivhat  appears  to  me  to  be  the  true  explication;' 

In  p.  Ivi.  of  his  Preface,  Mr.  Malone  indignantly  anfwers 
thofe  who  inlinuate  that  Shakfpeare  has  been  elucidated  into 
obfcurity,  and  buried  in  a  tomb  of  notes ;  and  aflerts  that 
'  if  even  every  line  of  his  plays  were  accompanied  with  a 
comment,  every  intelligent  reader  wduld  be  indebted  to  the 
induflry  of  him  who  produced  it.'  At  this  declaration  every 
intelligent  reader  will  prpbabiy  ftart ;  but  we  humbly  beg  leave 
to  rank,  in  Mr.  Malone's  opinion,  ?Lmon^  noyi-intelligerits',  and 
to  obferve  that,  in  oiir  opinion,  there  dre  few  paflages  in  Shak- 
X^itTkTQ.  worth  underjiandiugi  which  every  reader  of  common 
fenfe  does  not  underftand,  with  irery  little  affiftance. — And 
we  mull  hint  to  thofe  infefted  with  the  Spahfper'^mayua  \  si 
circumfbancc  V/hich  Mr.  Malone's  zeal  \ii%  prevented  his  ob- 
ferving,  that  as  no  author  has  higher  beauties  than  Shakfpeare, 
fo  none  has  greater  abfurdities,  or,  occafionally)  .pages  of  more 
Vapid  nonfenfe.  The  beauties  are  generally  familiar  to  all,  with- 
out any  comment;  and  what  advantage^ a  commentary  on  a 
trilling  or  abfuTd  paiPage  can  afford,  we  are  utterly  at  a  lofs  td 
conceive;  Notes  on  obfolete  Cuiloms,  and  cxpreffions,  are  un- 
doubtedly proper ;  but  a  commentary  ori  every  line  would  be 
ail  ufelcfs  load. 

The  ftagc-dire£l:ionsi  as  Mr.  Malone  proceeds  to  ob- 
ferve, are  evidently  not  thofe  of  Shakfpeare ;  and  he  has 
therefore  regulated  themi  The  play  of  Pericles,  prince  of 
Tvre,  appears  in  the  third  volume  ;  and  Titus  Andronicus, 
which  is  now  well  known  not  to  have  been  a  production  of 
•ur  grsat  dramatill,  is  thrown  into  the  tenth,  after  the  Poems- 
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Tlie   Preface   concludes   with    fome    account   of   preceding 
editors. 

The  other  Prolegomena  are  nearly  the  fame  as  in  the  edi- 
tion by  Johnfon  and  Steevens.  After  the  will,  we  find  a 
mortgage  by  Shakfpeare,  in  1613,  the  fignature  of  which,  on 
a  label  of  parchment,  is  engraved  in  a  fac-fimile  :  and  Mr. 
Malone  obferveSy  that  *  much  has  lately  been  faid  in  varioui 
publications,  relative  to  the  proper  mode  of  fpelling  Shakfpeare'a 
name.  It  is  hoped  we  fliall  hear  no  more  idle  bal?ble  upon  this 
fubje£^.*  This  puts  us  in  mind  of  a  ftory  told  by  fir  Thomas 
More :  a  friar  was  dlilurbed  in  his  fermon  by  an  old  woman 
chatting  to  a  neighbour,  '  hufli,'  faid  he,  *  with  thy  babble, 
thou  goffip  in  the  red  hood.'  To  which  the  old  woman  an- 
fwered,  '  marry  who  babbles  moil  ?  I  do  but  fpeak  a  word  to 
a  neighbour,  and  thou  hafl  been  babbling  there  for  this  hour.' 
To  be  ferious  :  we  judge,  from  many  circumftances  produced  by- 
Mr.  Malon  i,  that  our  great  poet^s  name,  in  the  orthography 
of  his  time,  was  Shak/'pcre-,  and  we  think  thi's  a  neater  mode  of 
fpelling  than  the  one  adopted  by  the  prefent  editor,  and  others. 
In  the  firft  plate  of  fac-fimilia,  the  name  is  twice  Shakfpere,  and 
once  Shakfpecre  :  but  in  this  new  autograph,  our  poet,  as  Mr. 
Maloile  obferves,  *  neglecSled  to  fcrape  the  parchment,  m 
confequence  of  which  the  letters  appear  imperfectly  formed.* 
What  Mr.  Malone  takes  for  an  a  above  the  end  of  the  name, 
we  fuppofe  to  be  td  imperfectly  formed  ;  and  the  re  of  the 
foroier  fignatures  nearly  refemble  an  a.  We  believe  that  out 
poet  had  more  fenfe  than  to  attempt  to  write  three  letters, 
where  there  was  but  room  for  one,  as  in  the  fignature  before 
us.  In  Mr.  Combe's  will  (p.  122.)  the  name  is  twice  fpek 
Shakfpcrc  ;  nay,  in  the  parifh-regifter  of  Stratford  upon  Avon 
(p.  171.)  the  name  is  univerfally  put  Shakjpere^  down  to  the 
year  1623. 

The  firft  volume  of  this  edition  is  divided  into  two  parts, 
forming  in  fact  two  volumes  j  and  the  firft  of  thefe,  after  the 
common  Prolegomena,  prefents  us  with  Mr.  Malone's  *  At- 
tempt to  afcertain  the  order  in  which  the  plays  of  Shakfpeare 
were  written,'  firft  publifiied  in  1778.  In  this  effay  the  order 
feems  to  be  evinced  upon  as  good  materials  as  could  be  had  j 
and  we  ftiould  think  it  no  mean  improvement  if  the  arrange- 
ment here  pointed  out  were  obferved  in  future  editions; 
for  Mr.  Malone  has,  feemingly  without  reafon,  preferved 
that  of  the  preceding  editions,  except  in  one  or  two  trifling 
changes.  This  '  Attempt'  is  hov/ever  extremely  dry,  and 
full  of  black-letter  erudition.  We  arc  not  a  little  furprifcd  ta 
find  i-n  this,  and  other  parts  of  the  Prolegomena,  that 
8hakfp^3-re  was  fo  far  from  being,  the  origijiai  author  com- 
monly 
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r.ionly  imagined,  that  a  great  number  of  his  plays  arc  founded 
upon  preceding  ones  of  the  fame  nameor  plot.  The  ^\x^  part  or 
-volume  clofes  with  a  fliort  efTay,  proving  that  fome  anecdotirs  of 
Shakfpjeare,  Ford,  and  Johnibn,  publifhed  in  a  news-paper 
by  Mr.  Macklin,  the  actor,  in  1 748,  were  forgeries  of  that 
ftage-vcteran,  executed  with  fingular  (kill  and  ability. 

The  Hifliorical  Account  of  the  Rife  arid  Progrcfs  of  the 
Englifli  Stage,  and  of  the  CEconomy  and  Ufages  of  our  An- 
cient Theatres,  was  publiflied,  \rith  the  '  Attempt'  jufl  men- 
tioned, about  ten  years  fince,  in  a  Supplement  to  Johnfon  and 
Steevens'  edition.  This,  with  fome  additions,  is  now  pro- 
perly added  to  the  Prolegomena  before  us  ;  fome  of  the  mofl 
important  of  the  additions  are  taken  from  papers  difcovered  in 
Dulwich  college,  when  this  edition  was  nearly  finifhed.  Thefe 
manufcripts  completely  clear  him  from  the  imputation  of  be- 
ing the  author  of  the  contefted  plays,  and  particularly  prove 
that  fir  John  Oldcaftle  was  the  joint  production  of  Michael 
Dravton,  Anthony  Mundy,  Richard  Hathwaye,  and  Robert 
Wilfon.  The  Winter's  Tale  lecms  not  to  have  beenreprefented 
before  1613,  and  confequcntly  muft  have  been  one  of  the 
poet's  later  works,  though  efteemed  an  earlier  production  in 
our  Editor's  *  Attempt.'  In  this  collection  alfo,  the  early 
Hamlet,  w^hich,  from  various  circumftances,  feems  not  to 
have  been  the  work  of  Shakfpeare,  occurs ;  and  Dr.  Lodge's 
farcafm  againft  the  foul  lubber,  who  cried  fo  miferably  at 
the  theatre — '  Hamlet  revenge' — is  thus,  to  the  great  con- 
folation  of  Shakfpeare's  admirers,  removed  from  our  immor- 
tal poet. 

In  p.  295,  Mr.  Malone  fuppofes  Galiazcj  an  old  play,  to  be 
yulius  Cisjar  :  it  is  furely  Galiazzo^  a  name  of  feveral  dukee 
of  Milan  ;  and  perhaps,  if  it  could  be  found,  the  original  of 
Shakfpeare's  Tempeit.  Camdew,  which  Mr.  Malone  thinks 
Candiciy  is  apparently  Cambaiu,  the  old  name  of  Pekin,  in  the 
travels  of  Marco  Paolo,  and  others. 

There  are  various  little  circumftances  of  curlofity  refpeCting 
the  early  ftate  of  the  ftage,  and  we  may  add,  the  poverty  both 
of  players  and  poets,  in  thefe  papers  ;  but  we  fcarcely  find  any- 
thing fufficiently  interefting  for  an  extraCi. 

In  the  progrefs  of  the  work  we  perceive  a  DliTertatlon  on  the 
three  parts  of  Henry  VI.  Mr.  Malone  fhews  that  the  iirft  part 
is  not  written  by  Shakfpeare. 

To  detract  from  the  number  of  an  author's  plays  would 
be  an  invidious  talk,  if  he  had  uniformly  written  well. 
Shakfpeare's  trities  and  abfurdities  we  may  detraCt  without 
inj  ury  j  and  it  was  with  fome  pleafure  that  wt  followed  Mr. 

C  c  3  Malone 
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Malone  in  his  difquifition  on  the  authenticity  of  the  Firfl  Pait 
of  Henry  VI.  This  play  certainly  carries  no  intrinfic  inter- 
nal marks  of  genius,  or  of  poetic  fire  :  the  language  is  cold 
and  inanimate ;  and  the  imagery  the  artificial  recolle^lion  of 
a  clafiical  reader.  Our  author,  when  urged  by  the  ar^rument 
of  its  being  included  in  the  edition  of  Hemynge  and  (Jondell, 
reluctantly  allows,  that  the  fecond  and  following  fccnesof  the 
fourth  a61:  may  have  been  Shakfpeare's.  In  this  part  there  are 
undoubtedly  fome  lines  worthy  of  Shakfpeare ;  but  Mr.  Ma-: 
lone  (hould  have  recollected,  when  he  made  the  confeflion, 
that,  in  the  fecond  fcene,  is  the  palTage  from  Kail,  though  it 
13  the  great  fcope  of  one  of  his  chief  arguments  that  our  poet's 
lilftorian  was  Hoirinflied.  Yet  the  fpeech  of  Talbot,  full  of 
rich  and  poetic  imagery,  and  tinctured  with  the  true  Shak- 
fpearean  blot — a  pun  at  the  moil  ferious  moment — -is  in  a  very 
different  ftyle  from  the  reft  of  the  play. 

The  principal  arguments  are,  i.  That  the  fa£ts^are  inccn- 
(iflent  with  thofe  in  the  fecond  and  third  parts.  2.  That 
Cambridge's  raifing  an  army  is  inconfiltent  with  what  Shak- 
fpeare had  himfelf  faid,  in  his  undilputed  play  of  Henry  V. 
And,  3.  That  the  pronunciation  of  Hecate  is  correct  in  this 
play,  though  it  is  erroneous  in  Macbeth.  It  will  be  evident, 
however,  that  thcfe  obfervations,  though  of  fome  force,  are 
inconfiftcnt  with  Shakfpeare*s  having  revifcd  this  play  at  all, 
unlefs  with  Terence, 

*  Id  fibi  negoti  credldityo/W  dari 
Populo  Mi  placerciit  quas  fegiliet  fabulas.* 

Shakfpeare  certainly  was  indifferent  about  inftru£ting  Jiis  au- 
dience in  hiltory,  and  thefe  lictle  varieties  would  never  leflen 
the  pleafure  of  the  fpectators. 

It  is  highly  probable  alfo,  in  Mr.  Malone*s  opinion,  that 
this  firft  part  could  not  have  been  written  by  the  author  of  the 
two  old  plays,  fuppofed  to  be  firft  copies  of  the  fecond  and 
third  part;  but,  in  reality,  the  production  of  fome  earlier 
author,  and  the  prototype  only  of  Shakfpeare's  dramas,  the 
foundation  of  his  future  ftruCture.  Thefe  pofitions  are  fup- 
ported  with  no  flight  probability,  and  greatly  elucidate 
the  fpirit  and  fertility  of  Shakfpeare's  genius,  by  compare 
ing  diitcrent  correfponding  paflages.  On  the  whole,  this 
cflay  is  a  very  able  one :  it  feems  to  be  highly  probable, 
that  Shakfpeare  did  not  write  the  Firft  Part  of  Henry  VI. 
and  only  altered  the  two  fubfequent  parts.  We  think  alfq 
that  Mr.  Malone  has  fufficiently  proved  Titus  Andronicus 
not  to  have  been  the  work  of  our  bard,  who  only  added  dif- 
ferent paifages  to  it.  Pericles  is  reftored  to  him,  though  the 
>'hole  is  certainly  not  hio  own  v/ork.     Vv  e  forgot  to  mention 
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fhat,  in  this  edition,  thofe  pafTages  in  the  fecond  and  third 
parts  of  Henry  VI.  which  Shaklpcare  fccms  to  h/ve  added, 
and  thofe  which  he  enlarged  and  amended,  are  dilUnguifhcd 
by  a  careful  collation  of  the  original  dramas  :  the  internal  evi- 
dence very  commonly  fupports  the  diftindtions. 

The  greater  part  of  the  new  notes  appear  at  the  end  of 
volume  X;  but  they  are  not  of  very  great  importance.  It  is 
curious  to  find  the  ilory  of  the  Jew  of  Venice  in  an  eaftern 
iMS. ;  and,  though  fome  of  the  circumftances  are  a  little  fuf- 
^icious,  we  fhall  tranfcribe  it,  as  w^ehave  lately  began  to  trace, 
Avith  moreaccmacy,  the  connection  betv/centhe  literary  hif- 
iory  of  the  Ealtern  and  Wcftern  World. 

'  In  a  Perfian  raanufcript  in  the  pofliflion  of  enfign  Thomas 
Munro,  of  the  firft  battalion  of  fepoys,  now  at  Tanjore.,  is  found 
the  following  ftory  of  a  Jew  and  a  Muiliilman.  Several  leaves  be- 
ing wanting  both  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  MS.  its  age  has 
not  been  afcertained.  The  tranilation,  in  which  the  idiom  is  Pi?r- 
fian,  though  the  words  are  Englilh,  v^'as  m.ide  by  Mr.  Munro,  and 
kindly  communicated  to  me,  together  with  a  copy  cf  the  original, 
hy  Daniel  Rraithwaite,  efq* 

**  It  is  related,  that  in  a  town  of  Syria  a  poor  Muflulman  lived 
in  the  neighboorhcod  of  a  rich  Jew.  One  day  he  fent  to  the  Jew, 
and  faid,  lend  me  one  hundred  dinars,  that  I  may  trade  with  it, 
and  I  will  give  thee  a  fhare  of  the  gain. — This  MufTulman  had  a 
beautiful  wife.,  and  the  Jew  had  feen  and  fallen  in  love  with  her, 
and  thinking  this  a  lucky  opportunity,  he  faid,  I  will  not  do  thus, 
but  I  will  give  thee  an  hundred  dinars,  with  this  condition,  that 
after  fix  months  thou  (halt  re  (lore  it  tome.  But  give  me  a  bond 
in  this  form,  that  if  the  term  of  the  agreement  fhall  be  exceeded 
one  day,  I  fhall  cut  a  pound  of  flefh  from  thy  body,  from  what- 
ever part  I  chcofe.  The  Jew  thought  that  by  this  means  he  might 
perhaps  come  to  enjoy  the  Mullulman's  wife.  The  MufTulman 
was  dejefled  and  faid,  how  can  this  be?  But  as  his  dillrefs  was 
extreme,  he  took  the  money  on  that  condition,  and  gave  the  bond, 
and  fet  out  on  a  journey;  and  in  that  journey  he  acquired  much, 
gain,  and  he  was  every  day  faying  to  himfelf,  God  forbid 
that  the  term  of  the  agreement  fhould  pafs  away,  and  the  Jew 
bring  vexation  upon  me.  He  therefore  gave  a  hundred  gold  di- 
nars into  the  hand  of  a  trufty  perfon,  and  fent  him  home  to  give  it 
to  the  Jew.  But  the  people  of  his  own  houfe,  being  without 
money^  fpent  it  in  maintaining  themfelves.  When  he  returned 
from  his  journey,  »the  Jew  required  payment  ofthemonev,  and 
the  pound  of  flefh.  The  MufTulman  faid,  I  fent  the  money  a  long- 
time ago.  The  Jew  faid,  thy  money  came  not  to  me.  When 
this  on  examination  appeared  to  be  true,  the  Jew  carried  the  Mu4- 
rulman  before  the  cazi,  and  reprefented  the  ariair.     The  caei  faid 

C  c  4  to 


368  Makne^s  Edition  of  Shakjpeare, 

to  the  Mu.Tulman,  eitaer  fatisfy  th^  Jew,  or  give  the  pound  of 
fielVi.     TheMullulman  not  agreeing  to  this,  faid  let  us  go  to  an- 
other cazi.      When  :hey  went,  he  alfo  Tpoke  in  ihe  fame  manner. 
The  Muffulman  alfo  afked  the  advice  of  an  ingenious  friend.      He 
fiid,  *  fay  to  him,  let  us  go  to  th,e  cazi  of  Hems*.  Go  there,  for 
thy  bufmels  will  be  well.'     Then  the  MuiTulman  went  to  the  Jew, 
and  faid,   I  (lull  b  ■  fatisfied  with  the  decree  of  the  cazi  of  Hems; 
the  Jew  faid,   I  alfo  fti '11  be  fatisfied.     Then   both   departed   for 
the  ci  y  of  Hems  f .      When  they  prefented  themfelves  before  the 
ju  gment-fe;it,  the  Jew  fitid,  O  my  lordj-idge,  this  man  borrow- 
ed one  hundred  dinars  of  me,  and  pledged  a  pound  of  fieili  from  • 
his  own  body.    Command  that  he  give  the  money  and  the  flefh.  It 
happened  that  the  cazi  was  the  friend  of  the  father  of  the  MufTul- 
man,  and  for  this  relpeft,  he  faid  to  the  Jew,  *  thou  fayeft  true,  it 
is  the  purport  of  the  bond ;  and  he  defired  that  they  Ihould  bring 
a  (harp  knife.     The  Muffulman  on  hearing  this,  becarpe  fpeech- 
lefs.     The  knife  being  brought,  the   cazi  turned  his   face  to  the" 
Jew,  and  faid,   *  arife,  and  cut  one  pound  of  flefh  from  the  body 
of  him,  in  fu^h  a  manner,  that  there  may  not  be  one  grain  more 
or  lefs,  and  if  more  or  iefs  thou  (halt  cut,  I  Ihall  order  thee  to  be 
l^illed.     The  Jew  faid,  I  cannot      I  fhall  leave  this  bufmefs  and 
depart.     The  cazi  faid,  thou  mayeft   not  leave  it.     He  faid,  O 
judge,  I  have  rcleafed  him.      The  judge  faid,  it  cannot  be;  ei- 
ther cuttheflelh,  or  pay  the  expence  of  his  journey.      It  was  fet- 
tled at  two  hundred  dinars;  the  Jew  paid  another  hundied,  and 
departed."     Malone. 

The  following  notes  we  fele£l:  only  as  a  fpecimen  of  our 
Editor's  diligence,  and  the  minutenefs  of  his  enquiries. 

*  In  fir  Henry  Herbert's  ofRce-book,  which  contains  a  reglfler 
of  all  the  (hews  of  London  from  1623  to  1642,  I  find,  '  a  licence 
to  Francis  Shtrret,  to  flievv  2i  Jl range  jljh  for  a  yeiire,  from  the  loth 
of  Marche,  1635.'  In  that  age,  as  at  prcfenr,  not  onl)  beails  and 
fifhes,  but  human  creatures,  were  exhibited,  and  the  ^efe6ls  of 
nature  turned  to  profit ;  for  in  a  fubfequent  year  the  following  ex- 
traordinary entry  occurs,  which  afcertains  a  fadt  that  has  been 
d :)ubted  : 

*  A  licenfe  for  fix  months  granted  to  Lazarus,  an  Italian,  to 
fhew  his  brother  Baptilla,  that  grows  out  of  his  navell,  and  carryes 
him  at  his  fyde.     In  confirmation  of  his  majefty's  warrant,  grant- 


f    •  Hems-Emcffa,  a  city  of  Syria,   lon^,  70.  lat.  34.' 

'  f  Here  follows  the  rcation  of  a  numljer  of  unlucky  adventures,  in  which 
tl^e  Muffulman  is  involved  by  tlie  way;  but  as  they  only  tend  to  fhew  \\\*i  fa- 
jracity  of  the  cazi  in  extricatirig  him  from  them,  and  have  no  conne^lion  with 
ghylock,  J  have  pmicted  them.    T.  M.' 
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cd  unto  him  to  make  publique  flicwe.  Dated  the  4,  Novemb.  1637/ 

M^LONE.  

*  Far  the  blood-bolter'd  Banquo  /miles  upon  me  ;]  The  epithet. 
hlood-boUered  has  been  entirely  mifunderftood.  It  is  a  provincial 
term,  well  known  in  Warwick  (hire,  and  probably  in  fome  other 
counties.  When  a  horfe,  fheep,  or  other  animal,  perfplres  much, 
and  any  of  the  hair  or  wool,  in  confequence  of  fuch  perfpiration, 
Qr  any  redundant  humour,  becomes  matted  in  tufts  vvith  grime  and 
fweat,  he  is  faid  to  be  boltered  \  and  whenever  the  blood  iflues  out, 
and  coagulates,  forming  the  locks  into  hard  clotted  bunches,  the 
beaftis  laid  to  be  blood-bolter' d.  This  precifely  agrees  with  the* 
account  already  given  of  the  murder  of  Banquo,  who  was  killed 
by  a  wound  in  the  head,  and  thrown  into  a  ditch;  with  the  filth 
of  which,  and  the  blood  ifTuing  from  his  wounds,  his  hair  would 
neceflarily  be  hardened  and  coagulated.  He  ought,  therefore,  to 
be  reprefented,  both  here  and  at  the  banquet,  with  his  hair  clotted 
with  blood.  The  murderer,  when  he  informs  Macbeth  of  his 
having  executed  his  commiflion,  fays, 

*  — _  fafe  in  a  ditch  he  bides. 

With  twenty  trenched  galhes  on  his  head. 
The  leaft  a  death  to  nature.' 

And  Macbeth  himfelf  exclaims, 

*  Thou  can'fl:  not  fay  I  did  it ;  never  fhake 
Thy  gory  locks  2X  me.'     Malone. 

Mr.  Malone  has  corredled  the  text  of  Shakfpearc  with  un- 
common care,  as  appears  by  the  quotation  already  given;  and 
his  Edition  is  not  only  more  convenient  in  fize,  but  in  every 
other  refpe£^,  fuperior  to  any  that  has  hitherto  appeared. 

*#*  The  Proprietors  have  publiflied  an  edition  in  feven  vo- 
lumes (price  il.  8s.  bound),  accurately  printed  from  the  text 
of  Mr.  Malone's  Edition,  with  feleft  explanatory  notes. 

A  full  Inquiry  into  the  Suhje^  of  Suicide.  'To  which  are  added 
(as  being  clofcly  conned ed  with  the  Suhje£l)  Two  Treatifcs  on 
Duelling  and  Gaming,  By  Charles  Moore^  M.  A.  2  Vols, 
Afto,  ll.  2i.  Boards.     Rivingtons.     1790. 

'T^HE  natural  horror  implanted  in  our  minds,  on  the  prof^ 
-*•  petl  of  death,  with  the  uncertainty  of  our  condition  in  a 
future  (late,  ftands  in  the  place  of  pofitive^laws  againil  fuicide, 
and  renders  the  crime  a  rare  one.  Thefe  natural  feelings  are 
fo  ftrong  and  lively  in  every  fpecies  of  animal,  that  inftances  of 
fuicide  have  been  commonly  fuppofed  fo  many  cafes  of  madnefs ; 
and  the  judges,  with  a  laudable  humanity,  have  determined  ac- 
<;ordin^  to  this  fuppofition.  Words  may  be  multiplied  to  prove, 
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that  fuicide  does  not  always  originate  from  madnefs;  but  fucli 
difcuflions  are  generally  verbal,  and  unfatisfac^ory.  There  muil 
be  fome  alienation  of  judgment,  which  can  flifle  the  natural  feel- 
ing85  there  mud  be  fome  defect  in  reafon,  which  can  enable  the 
fuicide  to  conquer  in  a  conteft  againll  fucli  powerful  anta- 
gonifts.  Difappointment,  it  may  be  faid,  in  a  favorite  objecl, 
may  occafion  life  itfelf  to  have  no  longer  any  attractions  i  this 
is  not  true  ;  for  we  are  not  entirely  attached  to  life  on  account 
of  the  pleafures  which  attend  itj  the  moll  miferable,  wliofe 
/exillence  not  one  moment  of  eafc  renders  tolerable,  to  whom 
hope  cannot  afford  one  chearful  ray,  will  Hill  look  on  death 
'with  terror.  A  memorable  inftance  of  this  kind  is  faid  to 
have  occurred  in  France,  when  the  crueleit  puniihments  were 
not  uncommon.  A  man  was  broken  and  expofed  on  the 
wheel:  his  friend  continued  near  him,  in  this  drendful  fitu- 
jation  'y  and  at  laft  faid, — *  I  can  give  you  fome  comfort ;  the 
executioner  has  given  your  companion  the  coup  de  grace,  and 
is  coming  to  you:  your  fuflerings  are  almoh.  at  an  end/ — 
*  Tell  him,  faid  the  tortured  wretch,  that  I  ^m  dead  already.' 
The  mind  that,  jn  any  fituation,  can  look  on  death  without 
terror,  mult  be  agitated  by  paflions  which  conceal  the  ob- 
ject, or  a  temporary  derangement  that  mifreprcfents  it.  Cow* 
ardic?  is  another  fuppofcd  caufc  of  fuicide,  which  has  occa- 
sioned many  idle  contefts.  The  man  may  be  faid  to  be  a 
coward,  who,  by  a  monKntary  pain,  efcapcs  a  life  of  fliame 
or  mifery  5  but,  to  *endur«  t/jut  momentary  pain,  is  no  cow- 
ardice, if  the  judgment  is  cool  and  clear. 

Mr.  IVIoore  has  expanded  thisfubje^l  with  great  ingenuity; 
and  ahnofl  cxhaufted,  v/hat  hiilory  has  related  or  morality 
preached.  Yet  we  fear  the  extent  of  his  obfervations  will 
Icfl?:n  their  ufility.  He  who  reads  it  at  his  eaie,  will  not  rife 
up  with  a  greater  abhorrence  of  the  crime  than  he  had  before; 
Tior  will  enthufiafm,  or  difappoiiKed  ambition,  the  man  v/ho 
labours  under  a  painful  incurable  difeafe,  or  looking  with 
a  vacant  liftlefs  eye  over  the  various  objects  of  enjoyment, 
finds  each  pall  on  the  fenfe,  attend  to  a  laboured  difcufTion  of 
a  vaft  and  difproportioned  extent.  Little  fame  can  follow  hav- 
ing fucccfsfully  combated  againfl  a  polition  which  few  main- 
tain, and  fewer  argue  for  but  from  love  of  contell  or  defire  of 
fame.  The  credit  of  diligence,  of  learning,  and  of  extenfiye 
colledi^lion,  can  be  the  only  meed;  and  even  thefe  we  almoit 
wifh  had  been  more  profitably  employed. 

The  great  objeQ  of  our  author  is,  to  unite  the  feveral  parts 
and  branches  of  this  fubje£l  *  into  one  and  the  fame  work ; 
10  confider  it  on  natural,  focial,  moral,  and  religious  grounds  ;* 
its  general  and  particular  guilt,  with  an  ex'4niination  of  the 
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-various  nrguments  which  have  been  adduced  in  its  favour^ 
The  hiftory  of  the  fiibjedt  follows;  and  the  different  opinions 
of  the  antients  on  fuicide  are  next  confidered.  Under  this 
head,  it  is  defigned  to  compare  '  ancient"  and  modern  fuicide, 
to  the  great  difgracc  of  the  latter,'  It  is  unfortunate  that  we 
cannot  kill  ourfelves  with  fo  much  dignity  as  the  antients,  and 
that  the  anxious  care,  ne  non  procumbent  honefte,  be  not 
^udied  as  a  fcience.  Suicide,  as  pra6lifcd  in  the  ages  fub-» 
fequent  to  the  appearances  of  Chrift,  and  an  examination  of 
the  works  of  different  authors,  conclude  the  treatife, 

*  With  refpe6l  to  the  general  courfe  of  arguments  ufed  againft 
fuicide,  the  author  has  not  fought  to  draw  them  from  deep  and 
mecaphyfical  rcfearches  into  the  abftrad  nature  of  man,  but  has 
deemed  ihofe  to  be  moft  important,  which  are  moft  plain  and 
obvious  to  all  capacities :  for  which  reafon  he  has  proceeded  on 
tnat  common,  but  ju(l  diftinf^ion  of  our  duty  **  to  God,  our 
jieighbour,  and  ourfelves,"  If  the  fuicide  can  maintain  his  ground 
againll  the  duties  arifing  from  thefe  fituations  and  interefts,  he  has 
nothing  to  fear  from  more  abilrufe  arguments;  but; if  he  fail  here, 
it  is  not  the  moft  acute  fubtilty  of  mctaphyfical  reafoning  that 
will  defend  Mm.  The  principles  of  n;ioral  duty,  being  fouid  d 
on  plain  and  common  fenfe^  and  being  calculated  for  general  and 
vulgar  ufe,  are  better  illuftrated  by  familiar  arguments  than  by 
the  abflra(fl  deduftions  of  metaphyseal  inquiry.  Hence  however 
fome  diiTiculty  arifes  to  a  moral  writer  in  thcfe  latter  days,  how- 
he  (hall  guide  his  pen  in  enlarging  on  any  moral  fubje£t.  If  he 
pafs  by  all  common  arguments,  as  having  no  charms  of  novelty  to 
recommend  them,  he  probably  omits  the  moft  powerful  coniidera- 
tions  that  can  be  advanced  to  eftablifh  the  point  in  view;  if  he 
•expatiate  on  fuch,  as  being  moft  to  his  parpofe,  it  will  be  d  ifi- 
calt  to  efcape  the  charge  of  plagiarifm.  All  then  that  remains 
for  him  to  do  is  to  form  new  arrangements  of  old  ideas,  to  clothe 
them  in  new  language,  and  to  endeavour  to  make  up  in  preciiioa 
and  perfpicuity,  whatever  he  may  feem  to  want  in  originality, 
And  thus  perhaps  he  may  be  able  to  gain  fome  credit  by  the 
adoption,  where  he  could  have  none  from  the  birth.' 

The  firft  part  relates  to  the  general  guilt  of  fuicide  ;  and, 
as  it  will  fcarcely  be  expected  that  we  ihould  follow  our  au- 
thor minutely  in  a  work,  (which  we  have  owned  that  we  think 
an  unprofitable  one)  we  fhall,  in  this,  as  in  other  places,  no- 
tice only  a  few  of  thofe  more  important  particulars,  in  which 
Mr.  Moore  has  fucceeded  well,  or  in  which  he  feems  to  have 
failed.  In  the  firfl:  chapter,  he  diflinguifhes  very  properly 
the  different  degrees  of  guilt  in  fuicides ;  for,  though  we  con- 
sider them  all  as  in  fome  decree  infan;^  there  is  undoubtedly 
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guilt  often  incurred  in  yielding  to  defpair,  diftraftion,  or  dif- 
appointment,  when  reaibn  is  given  to  enable  us  to  combat 
with  adverfity,  and  fortitude  to  bear  the  ills  of  life.  The 
next  objeft  is,  therefore,  to  trace  the  remote  caufes,  which  our 
author  very  properly  relblvcs  into  thofe  modes  of  education, 
and  ways  of  life,  which  weaken  the  mind,  and  render  it  inr 
capable  of  bearing  any  difappointment  in  its  purfuits.  The 
more  immediate  caufes  are  next  confidered,  and  their  different 
degrees  of  guilt  diftiri61:ly  traced.  The  queilion,  how  far  the 
fuicide  may  be  ftyled  courageous^  is  very  properly  Hated,  by 
confidering  coura;:i;e  as  the  mean  between  fear  and  railmcfs, 
while  the  fuicide  is  urged  only  by  the  extremes. 

The  fccond  part,  on  the  fpccial  guilt  of  fuicide,  is  very  co- 
pious and  elaborate.  But  the  author,  we  tliinkjhas  mixed  his 
jreneral  doctrines  too  cloftly  with  his  particular  objeftlons. 
If  he  had  once  clearly  (liown  tliat  fuicide  was  a  crime  in  a  re- 
ligious, a  moral,  and  a  political  view,  no  particular  circum- 
ftanccs  could  have  leflened  the  guilt.  We  have  faid  that 
fuicide  was  feemingly  prevented  by  the  love  of  life,  implanted 
m  our  breads  by  the  creator  of  all  things,  rather  than  by  po- 
fitivc  precepts.  IMr.  Moore  takes  great  pains  to  fliow,  that, 
if  not  pofitively,  it  is  by  implication  prohibited  by  the  fixth 
commandment;  and  the  injunction,  that  we  fhould  do  with 
TefpeCt  to  our  neighbours  what  we  wifh  them  to  do  with 
refpect  to  us.  We  do  not  fee  that  he  proves,  with  fufficient 
force,  one  part  of  his  argument,  viz.  if  the  law,  which  en- 
joins tha  reciprocal  duties,  docs  not  prevent  a  man  from  kill- 
ing himfelf,  it  does  not  prevent  liim  from  killing  his  neigh- 
bour. In  fa61:,  there  is  no  particular  precept  relating  to  fui- 
cide, and  a  precept  againit  madnefs  and  difeafe  would  have 
been  as  reafonable. 

Dr.  Donne,  in  a  curious  work,  entitled  Biathanatos,  con- 
tended that  fuicide  was,  by  fair  implication,  admitted  in  the 
Scriptures  *,  and  our  Saviour's  voluntary  death  was  an  jnftancc 
of  this  kind.  Mr.  A^oore  is  corred,  when  he  obferves,  that 
the  filence  of  the  Scriptures  on  any  hiftorical  fubjedt,  is  not 
to  be  brought  as  an  admifhon  of  the  legality  of  an  acbion  ;  but, 
when  he  aliedges  that  the  fuicides  of  facred  hiftory  were  of  too 
bad  characlers  to  be  brought  as  examples,  it  muft  be  confider- 
ed as  the  refource  of  a  reafoiier  at  a  lofs  for  arguments.  The 
inllances  of  felf-murder,  in  the  early  ages  of  the  church,  to 
avoid  apodacy,  to  preferve  virginity,  &c.  are  difficult  fub- 
jecls  for  our  author's  cafuidry;  even  at  lad  he  aliriod  gives 
up  the  poi>it,  or  is  glad  to  efcape  from  it. 

'  It  would  be  a  laborious  tafk  to  cull  out  all  that  has  been  faid 
.«n  thefe  occafions  by  the  primitive  fathers  j  it  may  fuffice  to  ob- 

fefvp 
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ferve  here,  that  the  cafe  of  virgin-fuicidc  feems  moft   to  cla^m 
their  pity  and  even  their  approbation  ;  nor  have  they  failed  to  ad- 
mit the  names  of  mariy  fuch  women  into  the  lills  of  martyrs ;  and 
yet  it  would   be  difficult  (as  was  before  obferved)  to  reconcile 
even  their  felf-dertru6lion  with  any  folid  principle  of  Chriftianity. 
But  feeing  that  the  judgments  of  God  are  incomprehenfible  and  the 
depth  of  his  counfels  beyond  c«r   finite  capacities  to  difcover,  it 
would  be  a  great  inftancc  of  our  uncharitable  drfpofition  to  pre- 
tend to  determine  the  ilate  of  fuch  in  the  other  vvorlJ,  who  have 
upon  very  extraordinai^ accounts  been  tempted  to  commit  fuicide. 
*'   This  is  one  of  God's   fecrets   (fays  Taylor  on  this  fubjed), 
which  the  great  day  will  bring  to  light."     The  times  of  tribula- 
tion and  perfccution  for  the  crofs  of  Chriil  are  now  happily  at  an 
end.     We  flial.l  fcldom  be  called  on  to  maintain  our  faith  at  the 
hazard  of  our  lives,  or  be  put  to  the  trial  of  becoming  martyrs  to 
our  religious  opinions.     As  thefq  violences  have  ceafed,  fo  with 
them  mull  even  thefe  pretences  to  the  lavvfulnefs  or  expediency  of 
religious   fuicide  have  alfo  ceafed.     The  glory  of  God  is  now  to 
be  purfued  in  our  **  Lives,'*  not  by  our   voluntary  deaths;  nor 
does  there  remain  any  one  rational  or  even  enthufialtic  ground  for 
fuicide  in  the  chriftian  of  thefe  days.     When  it   is  perpetrated, 
as  the  winding  up  a  life  of  iniquity  and  fin,   (as  is  too  generally 
the  cafe)   it  never  reafons  on    Chriftian,  but  philofophic  grounds  j 
and  on  the  principles  of  that  phiiofophy   alone,  which  not  only 
fcorns  to  be  improved  or  enlightened  by  revelation,  but  is  al£b  fre- 
quently under  the  prejudice  of  foms  ilrong  pafTfOn,     From  whence 
there  is  fufficient  ground  to  maintain,  that  when  fuicide   is  at  all 
imputable,   (as  not  flowing  from  fome  degree  of  infanity)  it  either 
proceeds  from   acknowledged,  practical   fin,  or  from  ipeculativc 
fcepticifm  and    infidelity,  or  from   the  conjun*5lion  of  both.      It 
would  be  hard  to  find  an  inllance  in  thefe  days,  or  in  thofe  pre- 
ceding them»  fince  the  fiorms  of  religious  perfccution  have  ceafci 
of  a  "  pradical  believer  in  Chriil,"  who  at  the  fame  time  en- 
joyed a  found  (hare  of  health,  -who  either  put  an  end  to  his  own 
life  on  the  refult  of  cool  deliberation,  or  argued  in  favour  of  the 
pradicc  in  others.* 

The  hlftoryof  opinions  refpecling  fuicide  is  very  full;  com- 
jnencing  with  the  doclrines  of  the  Bramins,  proceeding  to  tlie 
harfh  followers  of  Odin,  the  fanguinary  Druids,  and  rhe  va- 
rious feels  of  ancient  philofophers.  From  colleelions  of  this 
kind,  it  is  not  eafy  to  felec.1:  a  fpecimen.  We  (hall  prefer, 
however,  Mr.  Moore *s  reflcdliions  on  the  death  of  Cato :  the 
quoted  paflage$  relate  to  the  fuppofed  fentinicnts  of  Cato  ia 
ihe  third  book  of  Tully^s  Tufculan  Qu_eilions. 

'  According  to  this  doi^rine  of  Cato,  the  ftoic  philofopher  is 

only 
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fcnly  anfvverable  to  himfelf,  that  is,  lo  his  own  dignity  of  chara*??- 
cr,  for  his  life  or  d^ath  ;  and  we  find  this  illuftrious  man  exem- 
pllfying  this  dodlrine  in  his  own  praftice.  Too  indignant  to  owe 
either  life  or  death  to  the  will  of  a  conqueror,  or  to  be  of  lefs  con- 
fequence  in  the  (late  than  he  had  been;  too  inflexible  and  uncon- 
cerned for  **  Externals"  to  liften  to  the  cries  and  diflrelTes  of  his 
own  friends  and  family,  Cato  thou-^ht  the  "  feafonablc'*  momrnt 
was  arrived,  in  which  he  could  quit  the  world  with  moft  glory  X.6 
him'.elf,  and  he  embraced  it  accordingly.  'Bex.  fhould  he  not  rather 
have  confidered,  that  whatever  perfonal  fame  he  might  acquire  by 
this  contempt  of  his  own  life,  he  mud  gain  it  by  renouncing  the 
concerns  and  interefts  of  his  country,  when  fhe  flood  moil  in  need 
of  his  example  and  affillance  ;  by  forra!-:ing  his  dependants,  friends, 
and  family,  when  they  moll  required  his  advice,  prote^lion  and 
prefcnce  ?  The  charadler  winch  Cato  fupported  through  life,  was 
wonderfully  great,  and  his  rame  feems  to  have  been  repeated  with 
rapture  by  the  writers'  of  thofe  times.  ''  His  glory  (fays  one)  can 
neither  be  increafed  by  flattery  nor  kflened  by  detratlion.'*  **  He 
was  one,  who  chefs  *'  to  be"  rather  than  '*  to  appear  good," 
fays  another : — and  a  third—  He  was  the  very  image  of  virtue,  and 
in  «nll  points  of  difpofiticn  more  like  the  Gods  than  men.  He 
never  did  right,  that  he  mig^t  Teem  tq  do  right,  but  becaufe  he 
could  not  do  otherwifb.  That  only  feemed  to  hint  to  be  reafonable 
which  was  jufl.  Free  from  all  human  vices,  he  was  fuperior  td 
the  viciflitudes  of  fortune."  In  fhort  he  feems  to  have  been  re- 
prefented  as  an  inflance  to  what  an  height  of  virtue,  refolution  and 
conftancy  the  knowledge  and  praftice  of  philofophy  could  exalt 
the  human  mind.  But  lee  it  be  remembered,  that  it  was  human 
or  unenlightened  philofophy  alone,  which  guided  a  Cato's  fleps,' 
as  through  life  fo  alfo  in  its  awful  clofe.  His  principles  of  Hoicifm 
would  naturally  lead  him  to  rejoice  in  fuch  an  opportunity  of  dying; 
and  he  therefore  gladly  feized  the  occafion  that  was  offered  him  of 
fulfilling  his  own  maxims.  To  have  died  in  any  lefs  dilUnguifhed 
manner  might  not  have  become  the  firmnefs  of  a  Cato; — to  have 
died  as  he  did,  would  be  ridiculous  and  abfurd  in  moll  others,  hi 
his  condu£l  therefore  through  life  gave  a  lullre  to  his  death>  fo  did 
he  by  his  death  confidently  wind  up  the  auflerity  of  hi?  life. 
Confcious  of  this  confiilency  between  the  fcenes  of  life  and  deaths 
and  that  all  men  W(tre  not  born  to  be  pradical  lloics,  Cato  recom- 
mends not  to  his  fon  or  his  dependents  in  Utica  to  follow  his  own 
example,  but  rather  to  throw  themfelves  on  the  mercy  of  the  con- 
querors.' 

Our  author  particularly  combats  the  do£lrines  of  S&neca  and 
Epi6letus  on  thefe  fubjefts ;  and  concludes  with  a  pertinent 
remark,  that  n\odern  philofophers  cannot  with  propriety  take 
ihelter  under  the  banners  of  this  fed,  till  they  have  firft  imi^ 

tated 
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ntcil  iliclr  virtues.  The  other  remarks  from  Cicero,  and  the 
trifFercnt  Tk^s  relating  to  the  fuicides  of  antiquity,  are  fingu- 
ily  intcrciting  and  entertaining.  Independent  of  the  prin- 
^  ipal  objcd:,  we  have  not  mcr.  with  a  more  agreeable  niifcella- 
71COUS  coilcdlion  of  ancient  fentiments  and  do(^rir.es,  more 
agreeably  difpofed  or  more  advantageoufly  related.  The  con- 
clufiou  wc  ought  to  fekcl. 

*  Though  upon  the  whole  then  the  opinions  of  the  ancient  phi* 

Vfophers   (a  few  excepted,  but  th^fe  cviJently  of  the  better  fort) 

lift  be  adjudged  to  be  favourable  to  fuicide  in  many  cafes,  yet  let 

M  the  modern  felf-murdcrer   ofFc^r  to   hold  up  his  head  on  the 

^ilon  of  his  being  acquitted  by  fach  refpedable  authority.      For 

the  firll  place  its  moll  (Irenuous  advocates  the  ftoics  allowed  not* 
i:s  perpetration,  as  a  refuge  from  crimes  and  vices;  and  therefore 
tiiey  would  have  excluded  the  bulk  of  modern  felf-murderers  from 
all  connexion  with  their  fed  :  fo  that  at  bell:  the  prefent  race  of 
fuicides  could  only  have  ranked  with  the  grofs  herd  of  Epicurus. 
Again  ;  it  mud  ever  he  remembered,  that  the  ancients  were  fur- 
ToancJ-cd  with  di'ticuities  and  uncertainties  relative  to  a  futu/e  (late; 
:ind  that  therefore  their  reifonings  on  thcfe  points  vtere  propor- 
tionably  vague,  contradi6lory  *,  and  erroneous.  They  reafoned 
however  as  well  as  the  dim  glimmerings  of  natural  light  enabled 
:':\em  to  do;  and  wouid  the  moderns  but  make  as  good  ufe  of  their 
;.iperior  advantages,  they  co  dd  not  but  draw  more  firm  ana  ftable 
conclufions  than  many  of  the  fages  of  antiquity  did,  concerning  the 
nature  of  God,  of  the  foul,  and  of  futurity ;  and  confequently  of 
the  bafis  of  fecial  union,  moral  obligation  and  religious  duties: 
— all  which  evidently  tend  not  only  to  difcountenancc,  but  to  re- 
probate the  pradicc  of  felf-murder.' 

The  various  laws  and  cuRoms  of  antiquity,  on  this  fubjed^, 
are  cqunily  entertaining.  The  ancient  fuicides  are  divided  in-» 
to  tlie  *  fellifn,'  who  killed  thcmfelves  to  avoid  pain;  the  *  necef- 
fary,*  to  avoid  difhonour-,  and  the  ^  dignified,'  who  died  vo- 
luntarily for  the  good  of  others.  If  the  firll  clafs  are  cenfured, 
the  others  are  not  commejidcd  ;  and  no  ancient  indance,  how- 
ever commendable  it  may  appear,  can,  it  is  alledged,  be  an 
excufe  for  thofe  who  have  been  enlightened  and  inltru£led  by 
the  gofpel. 

The  iall  part  of  the  Hiftory  of  Suicide  is  its  continuatioii 
in  modern  times,  particularly  after  the  introduction  of  Chrif- 
tianity,  when,  from  a  gloomy  miilaken  fyflem,  it  v/at>  for  fome 

*  •  Lai^antius,  Dlr.  Inft.  LIIL  fcift.  18.  infers,  that  even  t'le  philofophy,. 
whi.h  formerly  led  to  think  the  foul  immortal,  \vas  a  pernicious  fort  of  wifdonx, 
becauft-  it  frequently  Ic'^  its  abettors  to  commit  the  ft>ul  crime  of  fuicide,  ia 
order  CO  c^-j'";  • "•  '•'  •  '" •.'■  -•■.  foon;:r.' 

time 
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time  frequent.  The  opinions  of  the  fathers,  the  decrees  of 
popes  and  councils,  on  this  fubjed:,  are  given  at  fome  length  j 
and,  if  this  hiftory  is  lefs  interefting  than  the  former  parts,  it 
is  becaufe  it  is  not  enlivened  by  tliofe  fafcinating  inllances  of 
heroic  virtue  which  are  confpicuous  in  the  feverer  ages  of 
Rome. — The  laft  fubjeiSl  is  a  comparative  vievi^  of  the  fre- 
quency of  this  pra6lice  in  different  kingdoms,  chiefly  as  it  ap- 
pears with  a  view  to  exculpate  our  own  countrymen  from  a 
peculiar  partiality  to  this  fpecies  of  cowardice  or  infanity.  The 
ode,  introduced  in  the  notes,  is  in  many  refpe6ts  beautiful  and 
animated.  It  is  written  by  a  lady,  and  entitled.  The  Progrefs 
of  November.  We  ihall  prefent  a  ftanza  or  two  to  our  rea- 
ders. 

'  Bright  on  my  harp  the  meteors  gleam. 

As  glancing  through  the  night  they  fhlne  5 
Now  the  winds  howl,  the  ravens  fcream. 
And  yelling  ghofts  the  chorus  join  : 
Chimeras  dire  from  Fancy's  deepeft  hell 
Fly  o'er  yon  hallowed  tower,  and  toll  the  pafling  beH.* 


*  Now  prowls  abroad  the  ghallly  fiend  " 
**  Fell  Suicide  ;'* — whom  phrenfy  bore. 
His  brows  with  writhing  ferpents  twined^ 

His  mantle  fleept  in  human  gore. 
The  livid  flames  around  his  eye-balls  play. 
Stern  Horror  llalks  before,  and  Death  purfues  his  way, 

*  Hark  !  is  not  that  the  fatal  flroke  ? — 

See  where  the  bleeding  viflim  lies  ! 
The  bonds  of  foci  al  feeling  broke, 
Difmayed  the  frantic  fpirit  flies. 
Creation  ftarts,  and  ftirinking  Nature  viev/s, 
Appall'd  the  blow  which  Heaven's  firft  rights  fubdues.* 

The  caufes  of  Englifli  fuicide  are  faid  to  be  unevennefs  of 
temper,  a  want  of  equanimity  ;  and  this  is  deduced  from  a  fe- 
dcntary  life,  animal  food,  &c.  fupported  by  the  frequency  of 
nervous  complaints.  But  the  whole  of  the  difcuflion  is  theo- 
retical. We  doubt  of  the  faft,  that  this  crime  is  particularly^ 
frequent  in  England ;  but  we  are  certain  that  the  caufes  are 
-imaginary. 

The  fecond  volume  contains  a  review  of  the  different  works 
which  have  been  written  in  defence  of  fuicide,  and  a  confuta- 
tion of  their  principal  arguments  :  even  thofe,  where  fuicide 
is  incidentally  noticed  with  the  appearance  of  approbation, 
are  examined  with  rigour.  Dr.  Donne's  Biathanatos,  Hume's 
Effays,  and  The  Sorrows  of  Werter,  are  the  moft  offenfive 

works 
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tv'orlcs  of  this  kind  :  fir  Thomas  Moore's  Utopia,  the  Pcrfuil 

Letters,  the  New  Eloifa,  Eudace  Budgeirs  lall  Apology,  in- 
tix)ducing  the  authority  of  Addiibn  from  the  death  of  Caio, 
Love  ana  Madncfs,  as  it  contains  ah  account  of  the  voluntary 
death  of  Chattcrton,  with  feveral  others,  are  alfo  noticed  with 
lefs  fevcrity.  The  author  ought  furely  to  have  known,  tliat 
Chattcrton  dfd  not  die  from  want ;  and  it  is  a  mod  unjull  re- 
proach, that  thofe  for  whom  he  laboutcd  would  not  allow  him 
fuihcient  for  his  fupport.  We  have  more  than  once  had  oc- 
cafion  to  advert  to  this  circumftante.  Some  curious  and  un- 
common inftances  of  fuicide  are  collected  from  different  au- 
thors: indeed  Mr.  Moore*s  induflry  isfingulairly  confpicuous. 
The  lalt  chapter  contains  fomc  very  ufeftil  reflections  as 
ptefcrvatives  from  this  crime.  Theie  we  cannot  with  advan- 
tage abridge ;  but  mar  conclude  our  -iccount  with  fome  ge- 
neral remarks  on  this  work  and  on  its  fubje6i:. 

We  need  fcarcely  repeat,  that  the  inftinctive  horror  df  death 
fpeaks  in  the  moft  unequivocal  language,  that  the  Almighty 
Creator  meant  not  that  we  fliould  voluntarily  forfake  the  poll 
allotted  us,  when  pain,   difeafe,  diftrefs  or   difappointment^ 
rendered  life  no  longer  an  object  of  defire  ;  for,  in  all  thefe 
circumftances,  the  horror  of  death   continues.     While  this 
feeling  exifts,  pofitive  precepts  will  not  be  more  perfuafive,  and 
the  abfence  of  fuch  precepts  is  confequently  no  proof  that  fui- 
cide is  not  a  crime.     But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  doubt- 
ed, if  reafoning  on  the  other  fide  would  ever  be  convincing. 
The  ftate  of  mind  which  can  flifle  the  love  of"  life,  will  pre- 
vent the  operation  of  the  founded  arguments ;  and,  when  an 
author  injudicioufly  trulls  himfelf  with  the  examination  of  (i- 
tuations  and  motives,  he  will  find  it  difficult  always  to  be  de- 
cifive,  and  may  probably  offer  to  the  fick  mind  fome  circum- 
ftance  fimilar  to  his  own  conditionj  where  it  is  not  eafy  to 
prove  fuicide  criminal.     Though  writings  againft  the  crime 
be  not  always  ufeful,  thofe   in  which  its  guilt  Is  palliated,  or 
the  action  defended,    ar.^  highly  pernicious.      A  concealed 
fpark  may  be  foon  roufcd  into  a  flame  5  and  that  difeafed  con- 
ftitution,  which  can  turn  even  wholefome  aliment  into  poifon, 
will  foon  render  the  flighted  poifon  highly  virulent.     In  this 
way,  Addifon's  Cato,  though  the  conclufion  isdefcnfible  on  the 
grounds  of  hidorical  facl,  a  confidency  with  the  doical  phi- 
lofophy,  and  guarded  by  the  fabfcquent  refiedtlons^  has  been 
of  a  pernicious  tendency.   Werter's  example,  where  the  in- 
tered  is  engaged,  and  the.  affections  fafcinated,  is  more  fo  f 
nor  can  wc  think  Eloifa,  and  other  works,  where  the  argu- 
ments on  the  oppofite  fide  are  at  lead  equally  able,  or  perhaps 
more  convinciri^,  for  the  reafons  juil  given,  free  from  danger, 
Crit.  J?.£v.  N.  Ar.  (III.}  Da.  1791.        D  d  But 
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But  the  poifon  is  loofe  :  it  is  imbibed  with  every  breeze,,  and 
the  antidote  is  inefficient,  when  the  vitals  are  already  infeiStcd, 
Our  author  has  laboured  with  diligence  ;  but,  if  he  wifhed  to 
check  the  premeditating  fuicide,  he  has  faid  teo  much;  to 
him,  who  looks  on  the  crime  with  horror,  he  has  not  added 
to  the  abhorrence.  Was  not  Mr.  Moore  aware  that  the  fan- 
cied fplendor  of  an  example  was  much  more  feducing  than  the 
humble  moral  at  the  end  ? 

The  two  other  treatifes,  contained  in  the  fecond  volume, 
are,  in  fome  meafure,  connedled  with  the  fubje£l:.  Duelling 
is  a  kind  of  felf-murder,  as  it  is  a  voluntary  expofure  to  dan- 
ger;  and  gaming  ends  either  in  duelling  or  fuicide  :  it,  at 
lead,  weakens  the  mind,  and  raifcs  the  niofh  violent  and  de^ 
ftruclive  pafTions.  In  the  firft  of  thefe  tracts,  our  author 
confiders  the  duel  as  pra6Hfcd  by  the  earlier  nations,  and  the 
modern  duel.  The  origin  was  a  kind  of  ordeal  trial  among 
the  Goths,  on  the  fuppofition,  that  heaven  would  intefere 
^nd  fupport  innocence.  Whon  the  o]:)pre(lion  of  the  baronji 
endangered  innocence,  and  roufed  the  fpirit  of  chivalry,  the 
duel  was  more  frequent  and  more  juftifiable,  if  it  did  not 
go  beyond  thefe  limits.  When  the  knight  interfered  in  the 
quarrels  of  others,  and  efpoufed  their  caufe,  or,  when  he 
fought  only  for  the  honour  of  victory,  it  was  reprehenfible. 
From  the  martial  fpirit  of  the  age,  the  duel  did  not  decline 
with  the  caufes  that  contributed  to  fupport  it  :  modern  ho- 
nour, *  jealous,  quick  in  quarrel'  ftill  continued  to  refent  real 
or  fancied  affronts  ;  and  before  the  clofe  of  the  15th  century, 
it  was  certainly  at  a  formidable  height.  The  hiilory,  of  which 
we  have  given  the  outline,  is  compiled  in  a  manner  both  pleaf- 
ing  and  accurate ;  and  it  is  followed  by  an  account  of  the 
various  edidl:s  publiihed  to  reltrain  it.  A4r.  Moore  then  pro- 
ceeds to  reprehend  this  practice,  and  endeavours  to  fliow,  that 
the  pcrfon  who  fall  is  really  guilty  of  his  own  death,  and 
his  murtlierer  only  an  acceflary.  Laws  will  Undoubtedly  be 
hieffe£lual,  till  fome  change  takes  place  in  opinions  ;  and  tlie 
principles  of  modern  honour  are  either  given  up,  or  rendered 
ridiculous.  His  addrefs  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  army,  among 
whom  this  new  arrangement  mull  probably  begin,  is  very  able 
^id  judicious.  From  die  duellifl*s  defence  of  this  practice  and 
the  anfwer,  we  ihall  feleft  a  paiTage  or  two. 

'  But  whatever  be  the  caufes  and  incitements  to  courage,  its 
tftual  exertions  will  always  meet  with  admiration,  becaufe  men  look 
op  to  its  atchieveTTicuts  with  a  degree  of  fear  and  refpedt ;  atul  thSby 
pay  a  deference  to  its  polTefTor,  becaufe  they  either  feel  themfelvca 
fccure  under  his  proteftion,  or  dread  the  effedls  of  his  prowe-n;. 
•Befides,  the  deftroyers  of  wea  bavinjg  been  always  mgre  celebrated 
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llian  their  benefactors,  and  the  dazzling  fpendor  of  conqueft  hav- 
ing been  made  the  favourite  theme  of  poets  and  hiftorians,  no  won- 
der that  perfonal  courage  has  ever  been  held  in  fuch  high  eftima- 
tion,  gained  fo  much  applaufe,  artd  almoil  adoration.  But  it  is 
melancholy  to  refleft,  that  the  duel  fhould  ever  have  been  the  tefl 
of  perfonal  courage  and  honourable  report;  infomuch  that  a  man 
once  fligmatizcd  for  a  refufal  (whatever  were  his  motives)  muft 
be  deemed  ever  after  incapable  of  performing  one  honouradle  ac- 
tion, or  of  dcferving  the  attention  of  his  equals  in  life.  For  fup- 
pofmg  this  refufal  to  have  proceeded  from  a  principle  far  fuperior  to 
what  is  ufually  called  courage,viz.  from  a  magnanimity  of  temper  ca- 
pable of  exalting  its  line  of  conduft  above  the  frowns  of  fafhion, 
and  of  following  up  in  praClice  the  fuggeftions  of  it?  own  judgment 
and  confcience  in  abhorrence  of  the  duel — what  injuftice  and  inhu- 
manity is  exercifed  in  excluding  fuch  a  truly  honourable  character 
from  polite  fociety  ;  to  which  we  ought  rather  to  look  up  witk 
lefpeft  and  deference,  as  an  example  moll  worthy  of  imitation  ! 
Or  even  granting  (what  however  is  not  always  to  be  granted)  thaC 
perfonal  courage  was  wanting  in  a  refufal  of  the  duel,  yet  though 
bravery  be  a  •*  neceflary  and  profeflional'*  quality  in  the  military- 
order,  when  exerted  againft  the  public  enemy,  why  the  idea  is  from 
thence  is  to  be  conveyed  into  the  walks  of  private  life  amid 
peaceable  fubjeds,  as  the  teft  of  "  their"  honourable  condud,  is 
not  perhaps  fo  eafy  to  account  (or,  and  ftill  lefs  to  juHif/.* 

*  It  is  ftill  further  urged  in  behalf  of  the  pra£lice,  '^  that  it  is 
the  general  promoter  of  polltenefs,  courtefy,  and  good  manners 
amongft  all  the  different  orders  of  gentry  ;  that  without  fuch  a  bar- 
rier againll  the  encroachments  of  ludenefs  and  ill-breeding,  all  the. 
pleafures  of  focial  and  agreeable  intercourfe  would  be  in  danger  of 
degenerating  into  grofs  freedoms  and  habits  of  incivility  ;  whereas 
now  gentlemen  are  kept  within  due  bounds  of  fpeech  and  courteoug 
behaviour,  as  knowing  they  cannot  offend  without  hazard  of  the 
duel."  But  here  again  fads  and  experience  prove  the  contrary. 
Are  the  firll  introducers  of  this  pra6lij:e  into  Europe  moft  confpi- 
cuous  for  their  extraordinary  fhare  of  poUtenefs^  or  for  their  rude 
barbarity  r  are  the  ages  that  fucceeded  their  irruptions  (and  which 
were  maddened  with  the  fury  of  the  duel)  mofldiftinguifhed  in  the 
annals  of  hiftory  for  their  uncommon  couitefy  of  manners,  or  for 
their  grofs  ignorance  and  fiercenefs  of  condud  ?  Or  can  it  be  de* 
nied,  but  that,  as  improvements  in  fociety  and  good  government 
Hole  gradyally  on,  the  duel  became  lefs  and  lefs  countenanced  in 
public,  and  that  princes  began  to  ifTue  fevere  edicts  againft  it» 
pradice  ?  This  evinces  the  fenfe  of  it  that  prevailed  in  the  hour 
(pf  cool  and  deliberate  judgment.  When  the  human  mind  opened 
t»  the  c«tt?i6ions  of  truth  and  reafon,  and  the  fan  of  fcience  arofe 
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and  difpellcd  the  thick  clouds  of  ignorance  and  fuperftition,  more 
enlarged  ideas  were  introduced  into  every  part  of  legiHation  ;  pub- 
lie  julVice  began  to  rear  its  venerable  head,  and  to  oppofe  its  own 
legal  awards  againll  the  partial  and  vague  determinations  of  private 
revenge.' 

The  cafe  of  thoCe,  who  though  they  abhor  the  principle  deem 
it  neceflary  to  comply   with  the  pra£lice,  is  confidered  •,  but 
here  the  moralift  and  the  man  of  the  world  can   feidom  agree. 
Our  author  admits  that  a  life  of  honour  is  to  be  preferred,  but 
that  the  difficulty  lies  in  the  meaning  or  interpretation  of  the 
term.  It  is  not  perhaps  in  the  power  of  every  one  to  decline  a 
duel,  confifhently  with  a  life  of  reputation ;  but  it  is  in  the 
power  of  every  perfon  not  to  feek>  with  a  fanguinary  brutality, 
the  life  of  his  antagoniil.    Thofe  who  can  avoid  it  Ihould  un- 
doubtedly do  fo  :  the  others,  who  offend>  can  fcarcely  be  pu- 
niflied.  Is" death  the  expiation  ?  the  duellift  has  already  fhowri 
that  his, life  in  his  eftimation  is  of  little  value,  compared  with 
real  or  fancied  reputation.     Is  it  fliame?  let  us  paufe  a  little, 
and  aik,  if  for  man  to  be  afraid  of  man  ought  to  be  a  reproach  ? 
He  may  defend  his  own  life,  it  may  be  added>  but  not  feek 
that  of  the  aggrefibr.     Are  our  ftrcets  then  to  be  the  fcene  of 
civil  brawls  ?    and  is  the  coward,  the  bafe,  daflardly  wretch, 
who  can  bully,  when  he  knows  that  a  peace-oflker  is  within 
call,  to  infult  the  noble  and  the  brave  ?    No :  the  prefent  fyf- 
tem  is  indefenfible  :  bat,  while  a  manly  fprrit  revoks  from  the 
alternative ;  while  outrages  and   inconveniences  are  not  ver)f 
frequent  according  to  the  eftabliflied  plan,  we  cannot  join, 
with  tlie  limitations  already  mentioned,  in  the  method  pro- 
pofed  by  our  author. 

Gaming  is  the  laft  fubjeft,  in  which,  we  fear,  Mr.  Moore** 
attempts  will  be  equally  ufelefs.  While  the  love  of  money^ 
the  ambition  of  conqueft,  an  employment  for  the  aged  and 
idle,  ,as  well  as  an  agreeable  agitation  of  mind,  with  alternate 
hope,  ejipeciation,  enjoyment,  and  deprefhon,  for  every  rarik^ 
poiFefs  attradtions,  gaming  will  prevail.  Our  author's  exten- 
five  hiftory  of  the  prevalence  of  gaming  in  every  age  and  everjr 
climate  is  a  fufficient  proof  of  its  univerfal  power.  He  pur- 
fues  the  fubjecl:  by  tracing  the  origin  of  dice,  cards,  and  the 
aniufcrnents  of  the  turf,  particularly  following  their  progrefs 
in  this  country;  This  hiftorical  account  is  very  entertaining  y 
but  it  is  almofl  wholly  collected  from  different  authors,  and 
fcarcely  the  ^bjedtiqf  our  prefent  attention.  .  Mr.  Moore  next 
examines  the  .iMerent  kinds  of  gambling,  and  fometimes 
ihaws  himfelf  fuch.'an  expert  profeffor,  that  we  {hould  almoft 
have  ■e,xpc<^ed,- that,  as  a  ^.lofer,  he  had  a  right  to  fpeak.'  He. 
uigtcil?,  however,  his  own  apology,  in  the  well  known  line — 
8  fit 
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lit  mihi  fas  audita  loqui.  His  preventive  of  gambling  Is,  as 
in  the  cafe  of  duelling, — fhame  ;  but  where  all  ranks  are  fond 
of  play,  who  will  join  in  decreeing  a  punifliment,  of  which 
each  legiflator  may  be  the  victim  ?  Who  will  fay,  that  he  never 
will  be  a  gambier  ?  It  is  a  vice,  which  grows  with  indulgence  ; 
and,  when  the  game  is  trifling,  it  foon  ceafes  to  inte'rell  the 
inind.  The  ftake  is  increafed,  and,  in  time,  lofes  its  influence. 
Like  the  dram-drinker,  the  gamcfter  continually'  increafes  the 
ilimulus,  as  his  former  draught  becomes  in fipid.  We  know 
but  orte  game,  "which  is  of  itTelf  fufhciently  interefting  to  pre- 
clude the  neceflity  of  a  (lake:  it  is  chefs.    *'     "' .  ' 

We  cannot  perhaps,  on  the  whole,  add  any  thing  to  the 
•character,  which  our  reader  will  collect,  of  this  author.  We 
nui ft  leave  him  with  the  beft  con folatio'n  to  an  amiable  inge- 
imous  rnind,  having  earneftly  endeavoured  to  ferve  mankind 
in  their  -deareft  interefts,  both  temporal  and' eternal.  His  time 
lias  been  employed  in  an  attempt  to  do  good;  and  whatever 
may  be  the  event,  the  labour,  from  a  confciOufnefs  of  die  be- 
nevolent defign,  will  cf  itfelf  be  an  ample  reward!. 

Effays^  PhUofophica-lf  Hijiorical^  and  Literary,     VoL  IL     ^^jo. 

6s.  Boards.  Dilly.  1791.. 
VirE  reviewed  our  author's  firft -volume  in  the  Lxviiith  of 
^^  our  Journal,  and  if  we  failed  in  conveying  to  the  world 
our  opinion  of  its  excellence,  the  fault  was  not  intentional. 
On  referring  to  our  account,  w0*tan  fcarcely  reconcile  it  with 
the  accufation  we  have  more  than  Once  heard,  that  Mr.  Bel- 
Oiam's  Eflays  (to  Mr.  BeJflram  we  underftandweare  indebted 
for  both  volumes)  have  not  been  treated  by  the  periodical  cri- 
tics wich  fuflicieilt  refpe£l:.  We  mean  not  moft  diftan'tly  to  in- 
finuate  that  the  accufation  came  from  him ;  and  though  we 
have  employed  a  line  or  two  in  pur  excufe,  it  will  be  difmifled 
immediately  from  our  thoughts  without  the  fmalteft  ii*fluence 
on  our  condu^l:.  ■  ^  .    •■ 

The  lirit  Eflay  in  this  (econd  volume  is  on  Immaterialifm, 
and  chiefly  relates  to  one  argument.  *  The  power  Of  fenfa- 
tion  and  perceptioir  never  having  been  found  but  in  conjunc- 
tion with  a  certain  organifed  fyltem  of  niatter,  we  ought,  as 
philofophers,  to  conclude,  that  this  power  necefiarily  exifts  ia, 
and  refults  from,  that  organifed, fyltem,  unlefs  it  can  be  fhown 
to  be  incompatible  with  other  known  properties  of  the  fame 
fubftance.'  This  argument,  which  we  have  tranfcribed  in  the 
words  of  Dr.  Prieftley,  quoted  in  this  volume^  is  the  obje6l  of 
Mr.  Belfliara's  attention  in  the  prefent  EflTay.  The  anfwer  de- 
pends on  this  principle,  that  divifibllity  is  the  property  of  mat- 
ter, and  whatever  is  the  property  of  the  whole  mult  be  the  pro- 
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perty  of  each  feparate  part ;  but  perception  is  indivifiblc.  It 
is  not  our  bufmels  to  engage  in  metaphyfical  contefts;  but,  aa 
we  muft  alledge  that,  in  our  opinion,  Mr.  Belflis^m  has  miftaken 
the  argument,  it  is  neceilary  to  explain  our  idea  of  it.  The 
force  of  the  obiervation  depends  on  the  word  organization  or 
arrangement  \  and  it  is  intended  to  prove  that,  allowing  matte? 
to  be  inert,  motion  may  arife  from  the  conftrudlion  of  the  ma- 
chine ;  if,  therefore,  any  one  quality,  not  eflential  to  matter, 
inay  be  thus  fuperinduced,  another  may  be  added.  Mental 
(millions  are  not  more  explicable  if  we  admit  of  an  immaterial 

Erlnciple.  The  fpring  of  a  watch,  for  inilance,  is  material, 
ut  from  J;he  organization  in  a  peculiar  ftate,  it  is  the  caufe  of 
motion.  This  we  admit  is  no  explanation  of  perception,  but 
it  is  an  iliuftration  of  the  argument,  which  is  defigned  to  prove 
that,  as  perception  is  always,  united  with  a  particular  ftru61:ure, 
\t  may  be  philofophically  fuppofed  to  depend  on  it :  the  con-f 
nedtion  is,  in  no  view,  accidental  or, arbitrary.  But  it  is  eafy 
to  come  nearer  to  this  fubjeft  :  ileel  is  ?  material  fubftance  pe- 
culiarly organized :  in  particular  circumflances  it  is  attracted 
and  repelled  either  by  other  fleel  or  by  the  ore  of  iron.  It  will 
not  admit  of  this  a£i:ion  when  rufted,  and  other  external  caufes 
will  modify  or  prevent  it.  This  peculiar  organization  may  ad- 
mit a  fluid  to  circulate  through  it  *,  or  it  may  put  the  fluid  ex- 
ifting  in  it,  as  ji  fluid  probably,  exilts  in  all  bodies,  into  a  partir 
cular  a£live  ftate.  Thefe  are  circumftances  which  our  author's 
leafoning  does  not  afi^e£t.  Again :  in  chemical  compounds, 
he  contends,  that  the  efix^cls  confift  only  in  difl^erent  directions 
of  the  common  a61:ions  of  matter,  for  all  action  is  reduced  to  at^ 
tra6lion  and  repulfion,  This  is  true,  and  the  organization  does 
not  in  this  inftance  influence  the  event.  While  the  properties, 
however,  are  diflfcrent,we  may  ftyle  thefe  compounds  new  ones. 
Our  author,  in  this  Eflay,  combats  alfo  Mr.  Cooper's  arguments 
for  material ifm,  noticed  p.  142.  of  the  firft  volume  of  our  New 
Arrangement,  fometimes  with  fuccefs,.for  we  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  that  they  are  not  all  of  equal  force.  But,  on  the  whole, 
he  has  not  cleared  up  any  of  the  obfcurity  which,  in  our  review 
pf  Mr.  Cooper's  Efl^av,  we  obferved  hung  over  the  fubje£l, 

The  fecond  Efl^ay  in  this  volume  is  on  the  reign  of  James  11. 
^nd  this  is  followed  afterwards  by  Eflays  on  the  Reigns  of  King 
William  and  Queen  Anne.  It  is  eafy  to  fee  our  author's  ob- 
ject in  thefe  hiftorical  details.  The  chief  deiign  is  to  trace  the 
origin  an4  various  fortunes  of  the  tefl  a£t,  and  to  defe'nd  the 
revolution  from  the  indirect  infmuations  of  fir  William  Black- 
ftone.  We  always  v/ith  great  regret  difler  from  our  very  able 
author',  but  when  he  combats  opinions  oppofite  to  our  own, 
^p  panpot  be  fo  qorpplaifant  as  to  yield  to  him  what  we  have 
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contended  for  with  other  writers.     His  hiftorical  details  are, 
however,  in  general,  candid,  and  often  correct.     His  account 
t)f  the  irregular,  inconfiderate,  and  rafh  conduct  of  James,  is  a 
well- connected  reprefentation  of  fa£ls,  though  fome  authors 
will  not  agree  with  him  in  one  point,  that  '  the  great  majority 
of  the  more  intelligent  and  refpe£table  DifTenters  viewed  his 
grofs  and  palpable  attempts  to  deceive  them,  by  general  indul- 
gences, with  contempt  and  indignation.'     The  addrefles  of 
thofe  who  were  flattered  by  the  conceflions  are  before  us  ;  the 
marks  of  contempt  and  indignation  we  have  not  witnefled ;  and 
it  would  have  been  better  if  Mr.  Belfliam  had  refted  on  his  iirft 
plea,  and  alledged  that,  after  fo  many  fufferings,  it  was  not 
furprifmg  that  they  were  for  a  time  flattered  by  thefe  favoura- 
ble appearances.     A  little  reflexion  would  furely  have  fhown 
that  fuch  conciliating  meafures  were  not  defigned  by  James  to 
be  continued ;  and  that  they  were  very  inconfiilent  with  his 
temper  and  his  decided  plan.     Mr.  Belfham  has  preferved  the 
anfwer  of  the  prince  of  Orange  refpe6ting  the  tefl  laws,  when 
he  was  confulted  on  the  fubjedt  by  James,  in  its  full  force.    He 
thought  them  a  juft  and  necefl'ary  precaution  for  the  fecurity  of 
the  eihabliflied  religion,  while  he  difapproved  of  the  penal  laws  ^ 
as  a  kind  of  perfecution  : — thofe  who  contend  that  William 
afterwards  wiflied  to  repeal  the  teft  aft,  fliould  (liow  fome  rea- 
fon  for  a  change  in  his  former  opinions.     We  cannot  fee  the 
force  of  our  author's  diilinftion  in  the  note ;  for  if  it  was  a  pro- 
per precaution  for  the  fecurity  of  the  eftablifhed  religion  at  one 
time,  it  certainly  was  fo  at  another  :  whatever  may  be  alledged 
refpefting  the  innocence  of  the  political  tenets  of  the  Diflen- 
ters,  cannot  be  in  force  againfl  their  religious  opinions,  and  the 
fecurity  of  the  eftabliflied  religion  would  require  fuch  precau- 
tions as  well  after  the  Revolution  as  before.     We  cannot  but 
agree  in  the  principle  of  the  following  paiTage,  though  we 
could  wifli  that  fome  parts  of  its  language  were  changed : 

*  Such  was  the  expedition,  and  fuch  the  faciHty  with  which  a  re- 
volution was  accompliihed,  which,  in  its  corifequences,  mail  be  ac- 
knowledged one  of  the  moft  interefting;  and  importanr  in  theannals  of 
hiftory.  From  this  period,  a  government  was  ellablilhed,  which  had  for 
its  bafis  what  no  other  government  had  ever  before  exprefsly  alTumed 
--the  natural  and  unaHenable  rights  of  mankind.  From  this  period,  the 
grand  queilion,  whether  government  ought  to  be  exircifed  for  the 
advantage  of  the  governors,  or  the  governed  ?  was  fi.ially  decided. 
Government  was  by  the  higheft  authority  allowed,  and  even  vir- 
tually affjrced,  to  be  a  trull  And  the  inference  could  not  with 
any  degree  of  plaufibility  be  difputed,  that  the  mt^n  m  whom  thij 
fry  it  is  veiled,  by  whatever  names  or  titles  they  may  be  diilinguifh. 
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cd,  are  ultimately  ref^onfible  to  the  community  for  the  right  and 
proper  exercife  of  it.  Though  many  4efefts  and  imperfe<flioQ 
were  fuffered  to  remain,  even  under  the  new  conftitution  of  go- 
vernment, much  that  was  evil  was  remedied,  and  much  that  wa? 
good  confirmed.  But,  above  all,  a  principle  of  melioration  and 
improvement  was  introduced,  which  h^s  operated,  and  which  ftill 
continues  to  operate,  notwith Handing  all  external  obftacles  and 
impediments;  and  which,  flrengthened  and  fupported  by  the  ar- 
duous and  unintermitted  efforts  of  the  enlightened  friends  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty,  will,  as  there  is  good  ground  to  ho^pe,  at 
length  purify  and  refine  the  conftitution  from  the  dregs  of  defpo- 
jifm  which  yet  remain.' 

In  fome  of  the  fubfequent  remarks  our  authpr  blends  his 
views  of  reformation  with  more  moderation,  and  much  founder 
reafoning  than  we  have  obferved  in  thofe  whom  we  have  been 
obliged  to  ftyle  *  vifionary  innovators/ 

We  {hall  purfue  this  fubje£t  in  the  EfTay  on  the  Pvcign  of 
King  William.     The  character  of  William  miy  be  given  com.- 
prehenfively.     He  poiTefled  calm,  good  fenfe,  which  furveyed 
every  thing  with  coolnefs,  and  balanced  the  fubje£ts  placed 
within  his  choice  circumfpe£lly  and  judicioufly.     He  was  the 
fupporter  of  liberty,  probably  from  choice,  but  it  certainly 
was  within  the  fpherc  of  conduct  which  his  difcretlon  would 
ctherwife  have  dictated.     His  unconciliating  feverity,  and  his 
harfli  inflexibility,  were  alloys  mixed  with  his  better  qualities; 
nor  cm  we  gr^nt  Mary  any  thing  more  than  mild  fubmiffivc; 
affection,  and  attention  in  following  the  line  pointed  out  by 
her  hufband.     Our  author  fees  with  different  eyes,  and  draws 
a  more  pleafing,  we  think  a  flattering  likenefs.     If  we  allow  to 
William's  a61:ions  motives  fomewhat  lefs  favourable,  and  confi- 
der  Mary's  conduit  as  the  refult  of  William's  diretStion,  wc 
fhail  not  greatly  differ  from  Mr.  Belfham.  The  Reflexions  on 
Sir  William  Blackftone's  View  of  the  Revolution,  we  think  ju- 
dicious and  coryeft.     Our  opinions  have  been  fo  often  miirc- 
prefented,  that  we  tjiink  it  neceffary  to  repeat  that  the  revolu- 
tion appears  to  us  a  meafurc  dictated  by  adequate  motives,  con- 
du'fted  with  judgment  and  propriety,  and  ultimately  highly 
advantageous  to  the  kingdom:  it  is  not  a  precedent,  as  has  been 
contended,  of  an  elected  monarch,  becaufe  the  neareft  of  kin 
was  preferred,  who  did  not  labour  under  the  political  difquali- 
^cation  fpecified  by  the  former  legillature.    We  muft  not  for^ 
get  our  author's  obfervations. 

'  This  is  indeed  moil  excellently  faid  :  But  did  not  the  revolu- 
tion originate  in  a  crifis  of  this  nature  ?  Why  then  have  recourfe  to. 
th^  plea  of  authority,  when  ic  may  be  defended  upon  principles  fo 
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much  more  noble  and  fatisfadory.  We  may,  for  our  inftruAIon 
and  amufement,  it  ifeems,  read  and  refleft  upon  the  hiftory  of  our 
native  country.  By  this  means,  we  Ihall  probably  be  c<Mivinced, 
that  the  revolution  was  an  adl  of  the  highefi:  political' wifdom  and 
reftitude.  Bat  the  grounds  of  this  convidion  we  mull  carefully 
conceal  *,  and  if  we  engage  in  its  defence,  the  learned  judge  coun- 
fels  us  to  reil  the  whole  tranfadion  upon  the  footing  of  authority. 
Is  might,  then,  the  bell  foundation  of  right  ?  Or  could  this  dif- 
tinguifhed  writer  flatter  himfelf,  that  a  man  of  honour,  who  con- 
fidered  the  revolution  as  an  ad  of  injuftice  and  ufurpation,  would 
not  exprefs  his  indignation  at  being  told  that  he  was  neverthelefs 
bound  to  fubmit  to  it  as  an  aft  of  authority  ?  This  language,  at 
the  period  of  the  revolution,  would  have  been  infulting ; — it  is 
now  merely  ridiculous,  fince  the  authority  of  the  prefent  govern- 
ment is  queftioned  by  none.  But,  confidering  the  revolution  as  an 
hiitorical  event  of  high  importance,  upon  the  merits  of  which  it  is 
neceffary  to  decide,  fir  William  Blackftone  is,  in  this  inllance, 
chargeable  with  timidity  and  injulHce  ;  for,  though  he  clearly  in- 
timates, that  emergences  may  arife  of  a  nature  fo  tranfcendent  as 
to  fuperfede  all  legal  forms  and  pofitive  inftitutions,  he  hefitates  to 
afhrm  that  the  revolution  is  of  this  clafs — thus  leaving  us  in  doubt 
whether  the  authors  of  that  revolution  are  to  be  venerated  as  pa- 
triots and  heroes,  or  execrated  as  rebels  and  traitors.' 

The  condu£l  of  the  prince  during  the  debates  of  the  con- 
vention parliament,  the  outlines  of  which,  with  the  principles 
of  the  different  parties,  are  excellently  delineated  in  the  EfTay 
before  us,  was  that  of  the  cool,  decided  politician.  The  mo- 
deration, of  which  our  author  boafts,  feeins  to  us  only  the  con- 
ilitutional  phlegm,  that,  on  every  occafion  checked  the  impe- 
tuofity  which  more  ardent  fpirits  might  have  felt.  We  wifhed 
to  have  found  fufficient  authority  for  the  following  obfervation : 
we  apprehend  William's  folicitude  related  only  to  the  penal 
laws. 

*  That  no  real  additional  fecurity,  however,  could  be  derived 
from  this  meafure,  appears  from  the  very  fmall  number  of  thofe, 
who  were  incited  by  a  principal  of  honour  and  integrity  to  refufe 
compliance,  and  who,  upon  that  account,  obtained  the  appellation 
of  Non-jurors,  though  it  had  an  obvious  and  unhappy  tendency  to 
inflame  and  irritate  the  minds  of  that  great  and  formidable  body. 
Of  this  the  king  was  fully  fenfiblc;  and  he  would  willingly  have  ex- 
em'pted  them  from  this  obligation,  could  he  by  this  indulgence  have 
carried  a  point  he  had  much  at  heart  in  favour  of  the  protcllant  non- 
conformills,  whom  he  ardently  wifhed  to  relieve  from  the  oppref- 
fion  of  the  facramental  teft:.  Such,  however,  was  the  prevalence 
ff  High-Church  priiujples  at  this  period,  and  fuch  the  jealoufy 
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cpteVtained  of  the  king's  prcdik«5liou  for  the  difienters,  and  \\afft 
of  zeal  for  the  intcreih  of  the  church,  th.it  chough  the  teil-ad  was 
well  known  to  have  been  originally  and  fo'ely  direfted  againll  the 
papiils,  and  though  repeated  efforts  had  been  made  by  the  latter 
parliaments  of  Charles  JI.  to  exOMcrate  the  diflenters  from  the  pe- 
nalties of  it,  nothing  could  at  this  jundure  be  cffeded  in  their 
favour  refpeding  this  grievance.  1  he  ccl  of  toleration,  indeed, 
pafTed  both  houfes  w'itl>  little  oppofiiion  ;  and  a  feeble  attempt  wa§ 
likevvife  made,  with  the  spprobation  and  countenance  of  the  court, 
to  procure  an  ad  of  comprcJjenrion,  or  a  relaxation  of  the  terms  of 
clerical  cofifoniiity.  But  the  fpirit  of  the  times  was  totally  advcrfe 
to  all  ideas  of  this  nature  ;  and  every  profpedl  of  fuccefs  vanilhcd, 
when  the  motion  made  in  the  houfe  of  peers,  and  Ilrongly  fupport- 
cd  by  fome  of  the  moft  diHinguifned  ornaments  of  that  illullricus 
afiembly,  **  to  appoint  a  committee,  confjiling  of  a  feled.  number 
of  perfons,  both  laity  and  clergy,  to  prepare  a  plan  of  ecclefialU- 
cal  reform,  for  the  confideration  of  parliament," — was  over  ruled 
by  the  officious  interpofition  of  Burnet,  biihop  of  S^ililbury  ;  who 
pertinacioufly  maintained,  that  this  bufinefs  appertained  folely  and 
properly  to  the  clergy.  .The  debate,  therefore,  terminated  in  an 
addrefs  to  the  king,  to  fummon  a  convocaiion,  which,  as  miglit 
eafily  be  forefcen,  with  great  iiaughtinefs  rejeded  all  p'opofals  of 
a^lteration  or  improvement  in  the  public  ritual; — adopting,  in  the 
perfon  of  Dr.  Jane,  the  prolucutor,  the  famous  declaration  of  the 
barons  of  England,  at  the  parliament  of  Merton,  *'  Nos  nolumus 
leges  Aogliie  mutari." 

The  gerieral  opinion  of  the  people  at  that  time  did  not  favour 
the  prefent  fafhionable  idea,  that  the  crown  was  difpofed  of  by 
thofe  to  whom,  on  the  abdication,  it  reverted :  and  the  confi- 
dential conference  between  the  duke  of  Portland  and  marfhal 
I3oufflers,in  the  prefence  of  both  armies,  is  now  known  to  have 
liad  for  its  obje^V,  the  fettling  the  reverfion  of  the  throne  on  the 
prince  of  Wales,  if  his  father  would  confent  that  he  fliould  be 
educated  in  Enghnd  in  the  Protellant  religion  j  a  meaiure 
which,  if  adopted,  would  have  reconciled  all  parties.  On  the 
liibjetl  of  the  bill  for  triennial  parliaments,  M,-.  Belfham,  with 
great  propriety,  reprehends  the  meaiure,  and  thinks,  if  any  ai~ 
it-ration  takes  place,  it  would  be  better  to  revive  the  Gothic  cuf- 
toni  of  annual  parliaments  :  it  ought,  however,  to  be  noticed, 
that  annual  parliaments  were  not  annual  ele<£lions,  but  only 
fummonfes  by  the  crown,  to  thofe  whofe  opinions  were  pre- 
ferred, or  whofe  connections  rendered  them  of  importance, 

Mr.  Belfliam  admits  that  a  Handing  army  and  a  public  debt 
were  the  bitter  fruits  of  a  revolution,  in  other  refped:s  fo  bene- 
ficial and  falutary :  he  might  have  added,  that  they  were  not 
the  ncceffarv  confcquenccs  of  the  revolution,  but  of  the  temper 
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of  the  times,  nnd  the  political  conned^ions,  perhaps  the  difpo*- 
fition,  of  the  new  king. 

The  death  of  William  caufed  a  general  confternationthrough-- 
GUt  Europe,  till  it  was  known  that  Anne,  for  we  fhall  purfue 
her  reign,  the  fubjecl  of  the  thirty-eighth  ElTay,  would  fulfil 
the  political  engagements  of  her  predecelTor.  The  military- 
events  of  this  reign  have  been  fo  often  the  fubjedt  of  panegy- 
ric, and  the  theme  of  the  hiftorians'  narrative,  that  it  is  not 
eafy  to  decorate  the  fcene  with  new  colours,  or  to  add  to  fa6l$ 
which  all  the  archives  have  already  been  exhaufted  in  furnifh- 
ing.  Our  author  details  them  with  perfpicuity  and  fufficient 
minutenefs.  Tjic  firil:  particular  fubje£l:,  more  congenial  to  his 
general  enquiries,  is  the  conduct  of  parliament  refpe£ling  the 
vote  of  Afhby,  which  was  rejefted  by  the  returning  officer  of 
the  county  of  Bucks;  for  when  parliament  decided  from  thq 
influence  of  party,  the  returning  officer  thought  he  might  do 
the  fame.  He  was,  however,  profecuted  in  the  courts  of  law ; 
and,  after  various  ftruggles,  owing  to  the  undefined  Hate  of 
that  branch  of  the  legiilatuie,  the  caufe  of  the  people  was 
triumphant,  from  the  fingular  coincidence  of  the  patron- 
age of  the  lords.  When  the  hiftorian  fpeaks  of  Gibraltar, 
he  calls  it  *  an  expenfive,  invidious,  and  ufelefs  conquefl,' 
which,  while  it  is  *  ungeneroufly*  with-held,  will  prevent 
a  fincere  and  cordial  friendfhip  between  us  and  Spain.  If 
it  is  invidious  and  expenfive,  it  is  not  furely  an  ufelefs  con- 
queft;  for  befides  its  preventing  Spain  from  claiming,  in  con- 
junction with  France,  the  Mediterranean,  as  a  lake  of  which 
they  keep  poiTeffion,  it  was  of  fingular  utility  in  the  laft  war, 
by  diverting  the  attention  of  the  allied  fleets  and  armies.  At 
that  time  we  re-victualled  and  relieved  Gibraltar  when  we 
pleafed ;  and  its  own  ftrength  baflled  the  moll  adtive  efix)rts 
of  the  enemy.  We  mean  not  to  enter  into  the  merits  of  the 
queilion,  for  much  we  know  may  be  objected  to  what  we  have 
advanced ;  but,  on  the  whole,  enough  of  thefe  afl'ertions  may 
be  efiiablifhed  to  controvert  Mr.  Belfliam's  do6trine. — What  re- 
lates to  the  union  of  England  and  Scotland  is  executed  with 
great  fpirit  and  ability.  Without  defcending  to  minute  cir- 
cumftances,  our  author  well  knows  how  to  feize  the  grounds 
of  the  queilion,  the  hinge  on  which  the  whole  turns. 

Marlborough  is  the  hero  of  Mr.  Belfliam,  and  of  his  military 
abilities  it  is  not  perhaps  eafy  to  fpeak  too  highly :  yet  his  ad- 
verfaries  muft  remark,  that  his  antagonifts  were  feldom  of  the 
firft:  clafs  •,  and  th?.t,  when  oppofed  by  M.  de  Vendome,  he  was 
at  leall  baflled,  if  he  fuitained  no  check.  The  raifing  Sache- 
verel  into  importance  is  detailed  with  fufficient  indignation:  it 
VJras  indeed  the  condu6t  of  a  weal^  injudicious  partv,  or  rather 
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of  their  leadets,  which  terminated  in  their  own  defeat.  The 
chara£!er  of  the  queen,  which  has  been  unreafonably  extolled, 
we  ihall  fele^t  from  two  different  parts  of  the  Effay. 

*  Of  the  favourable  opinion  univerrally  entertained  by  the  En- 
g?ifli  nation,  refpedling  the  general  parif/  and  reditude  of  the 
«!jaeen*s  intentions,  the  epithet  of  the  good  queen  Anne,  fo  com- 
jaionly  applied  to  this  princefs,  is  iti'elf  a  fufiic-ient  proof.  This 
%oo^  queen,  however,  had  imbibed,  in  a  very  great  degree,  the 
liereditary  prejudices  of  her  family  refpeftirfg  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  the  forercign  scthority.  And  there  is  reafon  to  believe 
that  the  fuccersfui  refilUnce  of  the  nation  to  the  late  king  Jame-;, 
was,  in  her  eyes,  jcrflified  only  by  the  attempts  made  to  eilablifh 
Popery  apon  *h:-  ruins  cf  the  Proteilant  religion  ;  to  which,  in  the 
form  exhibiting  iifelf  to  her  perception,  as  inculcated  and  ppofefied 
by  the  church  of  England,  fhe  entertained  a  zealous  attachment, 
or  rarhcr  a  Mind  and  bigoted  devotion.  As  her  prejudices  politi- 
cal 2kx\di  reIigjoas,precifely  coincided  with  thofe  of  the  Tories,  fhe 
c^herifhcd  a  ftrong  predilection  for  that  powerful  and  dangerous 
tadion,  in  oppofiiion  to  the  Whigs,  who  were  confidered  as  for 
the  molt  part  htitudinarians  in  religion,  as  at  beil  as  cool  and 
lu fee- warm  friends  of  the  church  ;  and  who  Certainly  regarded  the 
f  articniar  mode  in  r/hich  the  proteltant  rfeligion  was  profeffed,  as 
ef  little  importance,  when  put  in  competition  with  the  preferva« 
rrorr',  enfarg^meni,  or  fecurity  of  the  civil  and  religious  libertieg 
of  the  kingdom.  The  political  views  of  the  feftaries,  who  were 
▼ery  numeroas  and  adive,  entirely  correfponded  with  thofe  of  the 
Whig  party  ;  and  their  whole  weight  was  invariably  thrown  into 
this  fcale.  In  return,  the  Whigs  were  t*ie  ftrenuous  and  conftant 
advocates  of  the  diflenters,  whenever  they  ^^^x^  threatened  with 
*jy  fpccies  of  pcrfecution  or  opprcflion/ 

*'  •  The  death  of  that  princefs  muft,  notwithftanding,  upon  the 
l*hoIe,  be  regarded  as  a  very  feafonable  and  fortunate  event.  For, 
llad  BolJngbroke  been  fully  ef!ablifhed  in  the  poll  of  prime  minif- 
ifcr,  it  is  impofiible  to  afcertain  the  extent  of  the  mi fchicf  which 
jnight  evcntaally  have  refulted  from  the  union  of  fuch  oncommon 
tkfents  with  fuch  a  total  want  or  difregard  of  principle.  The  queen 
Jiowever  merits  our  pity,  at  leaft,  as  much  as  our  cenfure.  Her 
partiality  for  hsf  own  family,  and  her  diflike  of  the  houfe  of  Ha- 
lfover>  w'ere  natural  and  pardonable.  The  queen*s  own  political 
condad,  notwitht^anding  her  high  theoretical  principles  of  govern- 
ment, was  uniformly  regulated  by  the  ftrideft  regard  to  the  laws 
dt:d  liberties  of  the  kingdom,  for  the  welfare  of  which  (he  enter- 
tained even  a  m.ater'nal  folicitude  :  and,  if  ever  ilie  indulged  the 
idea  of  caufing  the  crown,  -at  her  deceafe,  to  revert  to  the  heredi- 
tary, and,  doubtlefs,  as  fhe  imagined,  the  true  and  rightful  clai- 
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mant,  it  was  certiinly  only  on  conditions  which,  in  her  opinion, 
wo«M  have  effedually  fecured  both  the  Proteftant  rftHglon,  'and 
the  Englidi  conlHtutioti,  from  the  hazard  of  future  violation/ 

The  fubjeftof  the  tliird  EfTay  of  theprefcnt  volume,  for  we 
iliail  now  return  to  the  Effiiys  in  their  order,  is  the  Declaration 
of  the  lall  Sentiments  of  Pere  le  Courayer.  This  very  rerpe<3:- 
abic  member  of  the  Romifli  church  had  rendered  him  felf  ob- 
noxious ^o  tlie  ruling  powers,  by  a  treatife  in  defence  of  the 
validity  of  Englifti  ordination.  Difdaining  to  retra6^  his  opi- 
nion, he  fought  for  refuge  in  this  kingdom  ;  wus  patronifed  by 
the  princefs  Amelia,  and  a  little  before  his  death,  which  hap- 
pened at  the  very  advanced  age  of  ninety-five,  his  Declaration 
was  given  to  his  patronefs,  and  at  lafl;  to  the  public.  As  v/.c 
perceive,  on  examining  our  Annals,  that  this  publication  ef- 
caped  us,  we  may  be  allowed  to  |)e  a  little  more  diffufe  on  the 
fubje£l,  and  to  confider  ourfelves  as  reviewing  the  good  fa- 
ther's Declaration,  as  well  as  Mr.  Bel{ham*s  animadverfions  on 
it.  The  Declaration  is  a  very  able  and  ingenious  apology  for 
fome  parts  of  the  Roman  faith,  and  a  candid  admiffion  of  fome 
tenets  not  wholly  conform.:ble  to  it.  The  catholic  religion  is 
indeed  '  exhibited  in  the  mod  "^Itd^iivig  form,  and  depi£lured  in 
the  foftell  and  moil  beautiful  colours.'  Perc  ie  Courayer  pro- 
feiTes  his  firm  belief  in  one  God  -,  in  Jefus  Chriit ;  the  divinity 
of  his  miffion  and  do6lrine,  refpefling  which  he  obferves, 
*'  there  is  nothing  but  what  is  conformable  to  the  pureft  lighc 
of  reafon,  advantageous  to  the  common  good  of  fociety,  and 
confequently  deferves  our  confent  and  obedience.^  Refpeci:- 
ing  the  Trinity,  he  obferves  that,  *  nothing  is  more  contrary 
to  the  true  do£lrine  of  Chriftianity,  than  to  fuppofe  the  ex- 
iilence  of  three  diftincSt  natures  or  fubftanco*,  whether  colla- 
teral or  fubordinate,  in  the  divine  elTence.'  "  I  believe  (f;^ys 
he)  that  ihere  is  but  one  God,  that  his  fpirit  is  not  a  fubftanee 
dillin£l  from  h^mfelf,  and  that  Jefus  Chrift,  in  whom  the  divi^i 
nity  was  very  clofely  united,  was  his  fon  in  virtue  of  this  union, 

*  This  is  all  the  I'rinity  which  I  find  in  the  GofpeJ,  and  I  can 
conceive  of  no  other  confiftent  with  the  unity  of  God.'  Pie 
adds,  refpe£ting  the  incarnation  as  related  in  the  Gofpel,  th^t, 

•  every  thing  appearing  to  relate  to  God,  without  terminating 
in  Jefus  Chrill,  who  is  aKvay;*  rep  re  fen  ted  as  the  organ  and  the 
initrument  of  his  father's  power 'and  mercy,  it  i$  God  alone 
who  is  the  object  of  our  adorations ;  nor  is  there  aiiy  thing  ab- 
furd  in  the  idea,  that  he  can  communicate  his.^ivijnity  to/man, 
as  fully  and  intimately  as  he  may  judge  it  proper  for  his  own 
glory  and  the  falvation  of  manldnd.'  The  do£lrine~cf  purga- 
tory-he teems  to  give  up  :  the  whole  of  the  fubje£t,he  thinks, 
h  *  fiiuitded  on  metaphorical  expreffions,  which  l^ave  us  in  the 
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mofl  profound  ignorance  of  the  nature  of  either  the  happinef* 
or  mifery  of  a  future  ftate  ;  all  that  is  certain  on  this  fubje<^ 
is,  that  virtue  will  be  rewarded  and  vice  punifhed.'  *Our  au- 
thor's remarks  on  the  refurreclion,  and  le  Courayer's  fenti- 
ments,  we  Ihall  tranfcribe  : 

*  Of  the  refurreftion  of  the  body,  Pere  le  Coarayer  acknow- 
ledges himfelf  unable  to  comprehend  either  the  manner  or  the  ufe. 
Upon  the  authority  of  Scripture,  however,  he  receives  it  as  an  un- 
doubted article  of  the  Chrilban  faith.  It  might  have  contributed 
much  to  relieve  his  perplexity  on  this  fubjeft,  had  it  occurred  to 
him  that  **  the  refurredlion  of  the  body"  is  an  exprcffion  no  where 
to  be  found  in  Scripture.  **  It  is  not,'*  fays  Mr.  Locke,  *'  the 
refurre6lion  of  the  body,  but  the  refurre£tion  of  the  dead,  which 
is  uniformly  taught  in  the  facred  wriiings  :"  And  St.  Paul  had  f» 
little  idea  of  connefting  the  refurredion  of  the  fame  percipient  in- 
telligent principle  with  the  refurreftion  of  the  fame  body,  that  he 
treats  with  indignant  contempt,  as  an  impertinent  and  ufelefs  en- 
quiry, the  quellion,  which  he  fuppofes  to  be  ftarted  by  fome  curious 
fpeculatift,  **  How  are  the  dead  raifed?  and  with  what  bodies  do 
they  come?'*  **  Thou  fool!"  exclaims  the  apoftle.  *'  there  are  ce- 
leltial  bodies,  and  bodies  terrellrial.  As  we  have  born  the  image 
of  the  earthy,  fo  fhall  we  alfo  bear  the  image  of  the  heavenly  ;  for 
flefh  and  blood  cannot  inheric  the  kingdom  of  God,  neither  doth 
corruption  inherit  incorruption."  A  glorious  material  vehicle  was, 
it  ,feems,  agreeably  to  this  apoftolical  hypothefis,  to  be  provided 
by  divine  power  for  the  reception  of  the  re-vivified  Ipirit ;  but  of 

"  the  nature  and  properties  of  this  celeftial  body,  the  apoftle  himfelf 
did  not  pretend  to  have  any  diftind  knowledge.' 

The  venerable  father  allows  of  free-will  from  the  evidence 
•f  his  feelings,  and  confefles  himfelf  unable  to  reconcile  the 
contingency  of  events  to  the  eternal  decrees  of  the  Divinity. 
►His  conclufion  is  hngularly  interefting:  we  fliall  tranfcribe  it; 
for  all  the  more  important  quotations  are  in  tlie  original  lan- 
guage. 

*  What  remains  then,  but  on  this  fubje£b  humbly  to  confefs  our 
Ignorance  :  to  a6l  with  the  fame  confidence,  as  if  all  depended  on. 
ou-felves,  and  with  the  fame  humility,  as  if  all  depended  on  God. 
To  this  all  our  knowledge,  and  all  our  enquiries  tend  :  all  my  flu- 
dies  and  all  my  meditations  have  not  been  able,  hitherto,  to  pro- 
cure me  more  light,  or  to  put  me  in  a  fituation  to  refolve  the  diffi- 
culties, which  occur  or  reconcile  the  truths  which  almoll  feems  to 
be  in  oppofition  to  each  other.' 

Though  the  '  Confeflionalift,*  on  the  whole,  admilts  the  au- 
thority, of  the  councils,  he  juftly  reprehends  the  council  of 
Trem  for  declaring  the  apocryphal  books  of  eq^ual  authority 
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With  thofc  comprehended  m  the  canon.  We  ought,  he  thinks, 
to  receive  the  books  tranimitted  to  us  as  the  rule  of  our  faith 
and  pra£tice,  inafmuch  as  the  do^lrines  and  precepts  have  the 
fandion  of  the  divine  infpiration. 

*  For  it  is  fimply  to  thefe  two  points  that  the  idea  of  infpiration 
properly  extends;  the  aid  of  infpiration  was  certainly  unneceflary 
to  enable  the  apoftles  and  evangelills  to  relate  what  they  faw  and 
heard.  The  moll  fccptical  perlbns  do  not  refufe  to  give  credit  to 
the  hirtorical  accounts  of  Ciefar  or  Alexander,  becaufe  the  hifto- 
rians  of  thofe  celebrated  conquerors  were  not  infpired  with  th« 
knowledge  of  the  fadls  which  they  relate.  Infpiration,  then,  adds 
nothing  to  the  certainty  cf  fa6ls,  and  is  wholly  unneceiFary  in  or- 
der to  ertablifli  the  credibility  of  them  :  nay  i:  may  juftly  be  ap- 
prehended, that  to  refort  to  inrpiration  fcr  that  purpofe,  may  ope- 
rate with  fome  as  a  motive  to  rejcft  them,  from  a  fufpicioii  that 
the  plea  of  infpiration  is  fubftituted  merely  to  fupply  the  fufficiency 
of  other  evidence.  To  fuppofe  infpiration  without  utility,  is  to 
admit  miracles  without  purpofe  rr  propriety  ; — and  thus  to  multi- 
ply difficulties,  and  furnifli  objed'ons  to  unbelievers,  who  are  fuf- 
ficiently  inclined  to  rejeft  fuch  miracles  as  are  of  real  ufe  and  ne- 
ceflity.  The  prophets  were  doubtlefs  infpired,  becaufc  they  couJd 
have  no  knowledge  of  future  events  but  by  infpiratioQ,  The  doc- 
trine of  the  gofpel  was  alfo  infpired,  b'ecaufe  the  apoftles  received 
it  from  Chrill,  who  received  it  from  God  himfelf :  but  St.  John, 
without  having  recourfe  to  infpiration,  founds  tne  truth  of  the  fails 
which  he  records,  merely  upon  his  own  teltimony — *'  That  which 
we  have  feen  and  heard,"  fays  he,  **  declare  v/e  unto  you."  And 
St.  Luke  advances  no  higher  preterifions  to  credit,  than  fuch  as 
arife  from  his  intimate  intercourfe  with  thofe  who  had  been  wit- 
nefles  from  the  beginning,  and  who  poffefied  confcquently  the  befl 
means  of  information.  Jf  thefe  apoftles  had  imagined  that  infpi-. 
ration  was  neceflary  to  eftabliih  the  credibility  of  the  fads  in  quef- 
tion,  and  had  been  coufcious  of  fuch  infpiration,  thejr  would  not 
have  hefitated  to  fay,  that  it  was  God  himfelf  who  communicated 
to  them  the  knowledge  of  thefe  truihs.  If,  then,  any  marks  of 
imperfeftion  or  inaccuracy  ihould  be  found  in  the  facred  writing?:, 
the  truth  and  certainty  of  revelation  itfelf  would  not  be  in  the  moic 
diftant  degree  afFe£led  by  them  ;  nor  fhould  we  incur  iefs  culpabi- 
lity by  refufing  the  credence  which  its  evidence  demands.' 

Thefe  fentiments  are  fingularly  juft  and  reafonable;  nor, 
can  we  objecSl  to  Mr.  Belfliam's  obfervations  on  them,  thous^K 
we  fufpe£l  that  they  are  intended  as  the  foundation  of  fome 
future  fuperilrucflure.  After  having  examined  them  with  'v.e 
vill  allow)  a  fufpicious  minutcnefs,  \Ve  are  not  unwilling  tt* 
agree  with  hini,  iince  tlie  purpofe  for  which  they  feeni  to  be 
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defigned  we  believe  they  will  not  ferve.  What  occafions  the 
moft  extenfive  examination  of  the  eflayiffc  is  what  we  may  be 
permitted  to  pafs  over  moft  curforily.  The  reverend  father, 
wc  have  remarked,  admits  of  the  authority  of  the  church,  which 
we  confider  as  indefenfible;  and  feems  to  think  that,  in  fome 
general  and  indefinable  fenfe,  there  is  a  real  prefence  of  Chrift 
in  the  facrament,  a  fubje6t  entirely  unfit  for  difcuflion  in  a 
work  like  ours.  He  fupports  and  defends  a  lawfulnefs  of  mo- 
iiaftic  vows;  and,  with  a  moft  commendable  liberality,  is  the 
determined  enemy  of  pcrfccution  of  every  kind. 

The  EfTay  on  Ecclefiaftical  Eilablifliments  is  fingularly  can- 
did and  ably  comprehcnfive.  Mr.  Belfham  confiders  two  quef- 
tions — whether  eltablifhments  are  lawful,  and  whether  they 
are  expedient.  After  detailing  the  arguments  of  thofe  who 
think  tliem  neither  lawful  nor  expedient,  he  replies  in  a  man- 
ner equally  judicious  and  decifive;  and  fliows  that  eftablifli- 
ments  are  calculated  to  promote  the  general  interefts  of  truth 
and  virtue.  Hov/  far  the  end  is  to  be  obtained  by  our  own 
efiablifliment  is  the  next  queillon.  The  Englifli  liturgy,  he 
remarks,  in  its  general  ftru6lure  and  radical  principles,  is  found- 
ed on  the  bafis  of  the  pureft  morality,  and  the  moft  rational 
fublime  devotion.  Its  creeds  and  its  articles,  he  thinks,  are  of 
a  dltTerent  -liind,  and  deferving  of  a  different  character.  Yet 
the  fubfcription  is  fcarcely,  in  his  opinion,  a  criminal  violation 
of  truth ;  for  the  fubfcrlber  difclaims  any  tenet  not  warranted 
by  fcripture,  and  profefles  his  belief  of  the  articles  only  fo  far 
as  they  are  founded  on  it.  The  legiflature  which  ordered  the 
fubfcription  allows  of  this  latitude-,  thofe  who  have  availed 
themfelves  of  it  in  their  converfation  and  writings,  are  equally 
honoured  and  refpe^ted  with  thofe  who  have  preferved  the 
faith  more  ftriftly  ;  no  expeftation  is  violated  *,  no  injury  to 
any  man  or  to  fociety  enfues. — Such  is  our  very  candid  au- 
thor*s  apology  :  and  it  will  not  be  expefted  that  we  fhould  dif- 
fent  from  him  in  this  inftance.  Our  limits  will  not  at  prefent 
-allow  us  to  follow  him  any  farther:  we  fhall  take  up  this  vo- 
lume again  on  ii  future  occafion. 

Ciirhjiues  of  Literature,  Confifihig  of  Ane<:doies^  CharaHers^ 
Sketches^  and  Obfcrvationf,  literary^  cnticajy  and  hiJloricaU 
%vo,     65.  Boards,     Murray.     179 1. 

IT  is  with  great  propriety  obferved,  that  the  prefent  volume 
is  only  a  coliedlon  of  the  moft  interefting  parts  of  the  ya^ 
rious  ana,. thofe  anecdotes  and  obfervations  which  the  partiahty 
of  private  friendfliip  has  recorded,  or  the  celebrity  of  piiilofo- 
phy  and  learning  have  induced  different  authors  to  colle6t. 
iJome  of  thefe  ana,  whofe  nature  the  lets  learned  reader  will 
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Immediately  underftand,  when -we  remark  that  the  laborious 
coIle(^!on  of  Mr.  Bofwell  might  with  jurticc  hiivd  been  enti- 
tled Johnfoniana  chrcnologically  arranged,  often  contain  judi-« 
cioiis  obfervations,  interefling  remarks,  plcafing  difquifitionsj 
oi:  more  learned  ciiticifms.  Our  author  wanders  through  this 
parterre,  and  with  equal  labour  and  tafte  has  colle£led  various 
anecdotes  and  entertaining  obfervations,  arranged  under  the 
titles  of  '  Literature  and  Criticifm,'  *  Hiftorical  Anecdotes,* 
and  '  Mlfcellanea/  Seme  of  thefe  arc  undoubtedly  not  new} 
fome  familiar  ftories  appear,  however,  with  the  charms  of  no- 
velty, from  our  author's  pleafing  and  perfpicuous  llyle;  others 
are  placed  in  new  lights  by  the  judicious  refle(Slions  which  in* 
troduceor  conclude  them;  and  many  probably  the  reader  may 
not  have  met  With  before.  We  cannot  give  an  account  of  each 
article,  fo  that  we  ihall  fele^l:  from  the  diiTerent  heads  a  fhort 
fpecimen*  The  following  extraft  from  Philofophical  Tranf- 
actions  and  Collections  appeared  ttn  years  before  Addifon's 
pleafing  pajDcrs  in  the  Tatler  o\\  a  fimilar  fubje£l*  It  is  enti- 
tled, 

'  Characters  described  by  Musical  Notes.' 

•  A  cor.jeflure  at  difpofitions  from  the  iliodulations  of  the  voic6. 

•  Sitting  in  fome  company,  and  having  been,  but  a  little  be- 
fore, mufical^  I  chanced  to  take  notice,  that,  in  oidiriary  dif- 
couj-fe,  words  were  fpoken  in  perfed  notes;  and  that  fome  of  the 
company  ufed  eighths,  fome  fifths,  fome  thirds ;  and  that  his  dif- 
courCe  which  was  moll:  pleafing,  his  words,  as  to  their  tone,  con* 
fiiied  moft  of  concords,  and  were  of  difcords  of  fuch  as  made  up 
harmony.  The  fame  perfon  was  the  moft  affable^  pleafant^  and 
beft  naturedi  in  the  company.  This  fuggefts  a  reafon,  why  many 
difcourfes,  which  one  hears  with  much  pleafare,  when  they  come 
to  be  read,  fcarce  feem  the  fame  things. 

•  From  this  difference  of  mufie  in  fpeech^  we  may  conjeflure 
that  of  tempers.  We  know  the  Doric  mood  founds  gravity  and 
fobriety  ;  ^he  Lydianj  buxomnefs  and  freedom  ;  the  ^olic,  fvveet 
ftiltiefs  and  quiet  eompofure  }  the  Phrygian,,  jollity  and  youthful 
levity  ;  the  Ionic  is  a  lliller  of  ftorms  and  difturbances  arifing  front 
paffioni  And  why  may  we  not  reafonably  fuppofe,  that  thofd 
V/hofe  fpeech  naturally  runs  into  the  notes  peculiar  to  any  of  thefe 
moods*  are  likewife,  in  nature,  hereunto  congenerous  ?  C  Fa  ut* 
may  (hew  me  to  be  of  an  ordinary  capacity,  though  good  difpo- 
fition*  G  Sol  re  ut,  to  be  peevifii  and  elFeminate.  Flats,  a  man- 
ly or  melancholic  fadnefs.  He  who  hath  a  voice  which  will,  ia 
fome  meafure,  agree  with  all  cliiFs,  to  be  of  good  parts,  and  lit 
for  variety  of  employments,  yet  fomewhat  of  an  inconftant  nature. 
Xikewife  from  the  times:  fo  femi-briefi,  may  fpeak  a  temper  dull 
aird  phlegmatic;  minums,  grave  and  fcrious ;  crotchets,  a  prorapc 
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wit;  quavers,  vcliemency  of  paflion,  and  fcolds  ufe  them.  Sfonr^ 
brief  reft,  may  denote  one  either  ftupid,  or  fuller  of  thoughts  than 
he  can  utter  ;  minum-refl,  one  that  deliberates  ;  crotchet. reli,  one 
in  a  paflion.  So  tliat,  from  the  natural  ufe  of  mood,  note,  and 
time,  we  may  colledl  difpofitions.* 

We  could  fcarcely  fuppofe  that  a  fubje^t  apparently  fo  tri- 
fling as  '  Errata'  could  furnifh  fuch  entertainment. 

*  Befides  the  ordinary  errors,  or  errata y  which  happen  in  print- 
ing a  work,  there  are  others  which  are  purpofely  committed,  that 
the  errata  may  contain  what  is  not  permitted  to  appear  in  the  bo- 
dy of  the  work. 

*  Thus,  for  inftance,  wherever  the  inquifition  has  any  power, 
particularly  at  Rome,  obfcrves  Menage,  it  is  not  allowed  to  em- 
ploy the  ^ord  fat  um,  or  fata,  in  any  book. 

*  An  author,  defirous  of  ufrng  the  latter  word,  adroitly  invent- 
ed this  fcheme  :  he  had  printed  in  his  booky^^^S'^  ;  and,  in  the  er- 
rata, he  put,  (or  fa  SI  a  read  fata, 

'  A  gentleman  did  nearly  the  fame  thing,  but  on  another  occa- 
fion.  He  hadconipcfed  Come  verfts,  at  the  head  of  which  he  had 
placed  this  dedication — J  Guillonette  Chienne  de  ma  Hoeur  \  but 
having  a  quarrel  with  his  filler,  he  malicioully  put  into  the  errata, 
in  Head  of  Chienne  de  ma  Soeur,  read  ma  Chicn?ie  de  Soeur. 

«  In  a  book  there  was  printed  le  dode  MoreL  A  wag  put  into 
the  errata,  for  le  dode  Morel,  read  le  doSleur  Morel.  This  Morel 
was  c  rtainly  not  the  firll  do3eur  who  was  not  docle,'* 

From  the  hiftorical  anecdotes  we  iliall  refcue  a  modern  fa(£l. 

'  It  may  be  recorded  as  a  fpecies  of  Puritanic  favagenefs 
and  Gothic  birbarifm,  that,  no  later  than  in  the  year  1757^ 
a  man  of  genius  was  perff'cutcd  becaufe  he  had  written  a  tragedy, 
which  tended  by  no  means  to  hurt  the  morals  ;  but,  on  the  contra- 
ry, by  awakening  the  fvveeteft  pity,  and  the  nv5blcr  pafSoiis,  would 
rather  elevate  the  foul,  and  purify  the  mind. 

*  When  Mr.  Home,  the  author  of  the  tragedy  of  Douglas,  had 
it  performed  at  Edinburgh;  and,  becaufe  fotne  of  the  divines,  his 
acquaintance,  attended  the  reprefentation,  the  clergy,  with  the 
monaftic  fpirit  of  the  darkeft  ages,  publiihed  the  piefent  paper^ 
which  I  fnall  abridge  for  the  contemplation  of  the  reader,  who  may- 
wonder  to  fee  fuch  a  compofition  written  in  the  eighteenth  century. 

'  On  Wednefday,  February  the  2d,  1757,  the  prefbytery  of 
Glafgow  came  to  the  following  refolution.  They  having  fecn  a  printed 
paper,  intituled — "  An  Admonition  and  Exhortation  of  the  reve- 
rend Prefbytery  of  Edinburgh;"  which,  among  other  e'vih  pre- 
vailing, obferving  the  following  melancholy ,  but  notorious  facls  i 
that  one,  who  is  a  miniiler  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  did  himjelf 
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v/ritr  and  compofe  a  S*age-piay,  intituled — "  The  ttagcdy  of 
Douglas,'*  and  got  it  to  be  a6led  at  the  theatre  of  Edinburgh  ; 
and  that  he>  with  feveral  other  minifters  of  the  church,  were  pre- 
fent ;  zx\d /ome  of  them,  oftener  ihdn  onccy  at  the  a«Sling  of  the  faid 
phiy,  before  a  numerous  audience.  The  prefBytery,  being  deep- 
ly affeSied  with  this  new  and  ftrange  appearance,  do  publifh  thefe 
fentiments,  &c»  —  Seritimerita  with  which  I  will  not  difguft  the 
reader.* 

We  fliall  conclude  this  article  with  an  elegant  and  p^e^fing 
tranflation  of  one  of  Mailer's  elegies.  We  prefer  it  as  the  Eng- 
lifti  reader  may  not  have  had  an  opportunity  of  viewing  the 
accurate  anatomift  and  the  acute  phyfiologift  in  the  light  of  i. 
poet. 

'  Ah  !   woods  for  eVer  dear  !   whofe  branches  fpread 
Their  verdant  arch  o'er  Hafel's  breezy  head. 
When  (hall  I  once  again,  fupinely  laid. 
Hear  Philomela  charm  your  lift'ning  fhade  ? 
When  fhall  I  ftretch  ihy  carelefs  limbs  again. 
Where,  gently  rifing  from  the  velvet  plain. 
O'er  the  green  hills,  in  eafy  curve  that  bend. 
The  mofTy  carpet  Nature's  hands  extend  ? 
Where  all  is  filent !   fave  the  gales  that  move 
The  leafy  umbrage  of  the  whifp'ring  grove; 
Or  the  foft  murmurs  of  the  rivulet's  wave. 
Whole  chearing  flreams  the  lonely  nieadows  lave. 

*   O  Heav'n  !  when  flldl  once  rhore  thefe  eyes  be  c^A 
On  fcenes  where  all  my  fpring  of  life  was  pafs'd  j 
Where,  oft  refponfive  to  the  falling  rill, 
Sylvia  and  Love  my  artlefs  lays  would  fill. 
While  Zephyr's  fragrant  breeze,  foft  breathing  Hole 
A  pleafing  fadncfs  o'er  my  penfive  foul. 
Carei  and  her  ghallly  train,  were  far  away  ; 
While  calm,  beneath  the  fheltering  woods,   I  lay 
Mid  ihades,  impei'vious  to  the  beariis  of  day.* 


1 


*  Now  pale  Difeafe  (hoots  thro'  my  languid  frame. 
And  checks  the  zeal  for  wifdom  and  for  fame. 
Now  droops  fond  Hope,  by  difappoirttment  crofs'd  % 
Chill'd  by  negledl,  each  fanguine  wl(h  is  loll. 
O'er  the  weak  mound  Hern  Ocean's  billows  ride. 
And  waft  deflrudion  in  with  every  tide  ; 
While  Mars,  defcending  from  his  crimfon  car> 
Fans  with  fierce  hands  the  kindling  flames  of  war;* 
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J  Trcatifc  on  the  Origin  and  component  Pa^'ts  of  the  Stone  In  the 
Urinary  Bladder,  Being  the  Subfiai  ce  of  the  Gulftonian  Lcc" 
tures^  read  at  the  College  of  PhyJicL  tis  i  l  the  Tear  1 790.  By 
FTilliam  Aujiin^  M,  D,  %vo.  2s.  td.  Boards,  NicoL 
1791. 

1  Tis  always  with  pain  that  we  difaf  prove  jand,  in  this  Inftancc, 
it  is  with  great  regret  that  we  mufl  pronounce  our  author's 
fyflem  nolefs  fallacious  than  his  proofs  are  infufFicientand  un- 
fatistac^ofy.  Very  httle  of  the  calculusconfiftsof  earth-,  but  this^ 
in  our  prefent  improved  Hate  of  fcience,  is  not  of  import- 
ance, for  it  is  certain  that  the  term  calculus  does  not  proceed 
from  calcareous  earth,  as  our  author  fuppofes,  p.  4.  Calculus 
is  a  term  employed  by  Pliny,  and'  the  fame  author  gives  the 
etymology  of  calx,  quod  calcetur.  Calculus  was  a  fmall  round 
ftone,  and  the  term  not  uncommon  in  the  writers  dere  ruflicn. 
The  word  occurs  in  Virgil's  Georgics,.  and  calculus  often  in 
Columella.  Our  author's  fyflem  fliortly  is,  that  the  calculus 
is  not  formed  from  the  urine,  but  from  the  mucus  of  the  blad- 
iler ',  and  this  calculopoetic  f^atc  of  the  mucous  membrane  is 
fuppofed  to  be  owing  to  a  difeaft  of  the  membrane.  The 
proofs  are,  that  the  done  is  alM^ays  expofed  to  mucus  j  that 
mucus  out  of  the  body  hardens  into  Hone  \  that  calculi  are 
found  where  no  urine  has  accefs ;  that  a  Hone  grows  failer  in^ 
mucus  th«n  in  urine;  that,  of  ftones  in  the  bladder,  thcfe 
parts  which  are  moll  in  conta6l  with  the  mucus,  and  have 
leall  communication  with  urine,  grow  moft  rapidly ;  that  the 
appearance  of  the  moll  prominent  and  lafl  formed  parts  re- 
fembles  indurated  mucus ;  that  Hones  are  generated  in  the 
bladder  from  irritation,  and  cruHs  are  formed  on  extraneous 
bodies  in  mucous  gjands,  <is  well  as  in  urine. 

Thefe  arc  nearly  our  author*s  arguments,,  analyfed  by  him- 
{c\u  They  go,  if  admitted  fully,  but  a  little  way;  and,  after 
Hating  the  general  fa£ls,  there  will  be  little  neceflity  of  regu- 
larly confuting  them.  Calculi  certainly  difler  in  their  fub- 
irancc,  or  in  the  force  with  which  the  different  parts  are 
united;  but  the  difeafe  confiHs  rather  in  a  general  difpofition  to 
form  fuck  concretiorvs,  than  in  a  particular  morbid  Hate  of  any 
rart :  the  weaknefs,  or  a  local  dileafe,.  in  any  organ  may  occa- 
ci  it  to  appear  in  that  organ,  but  the  difeafes  thathave  afFiH- 
V  -J  its  formation  in  the  bladder  are  as  frequentfy,  perhaps  more 
commonly,  caufes  of  debility^  than  of  irritation.  That  cal- 
culus is  the  difeafe  of  mucous  membranes  we  liave  no  proofs: 
they  are  not  found  exclufiveJy  in  mucous  fecretions,^  but  moH. 
commonly  where  mucus  is  only  an  attendant :  they  do  nat 
occur  when  mucus  is  copious  or  confined  in  the  catarrhus  ve* 

ficse. 
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Ticai,  or  in  polypi  of  the  nofc.  The  (tones  themfelves  fhoav 
every  mark  of  being  formed  by  an  uniform  depofition  :  our  au- 
thor muil  have  feen  in  calculi,  fawed  through,  that  even  the 
protuberant  parts  have  a  correfponding  protuberance  in  the 
nucleus,  or  at  lea  11  when  the  itone  is  very  fmall,  though,  if 
formed  from  mucus,  thofe  parts  imbedded  in  the  mucus  would 
increafe  moQ:  rapidly.,  and  the  layers  would  be  of  irregular 
thicknefs.  Theie  are  facls  totally  inconiillent  with  Dr.  Auf- 
lin's  fyllem^  but  we  fliall  allow,  that  when  the  tendency  to 
form  Hone  is  very  powerful,  the  mucus  and  other  fluids  may 
contribute  their  iliare :  that  the  proflate  -is  deftined  only,  or 
principally,  for  the  formation  of  mucus  to  defend  the  bladder, 
is  a  dilcovery  of  our  author.  In  the  cafe  quoted  from  Mr. 
Howard  (p.  27.)  there  was  the  fame  tendency  in  all  the 
mucous  follicles  of  the  bladder;  but  this  is  a  fmgle  inftance 
on-ly,  and -tan  never  be  of  fervice  in  Supporting  a  general  doc- 
trine. This  fyflem,  in  our  author's  opinion,  will  explain  the 
formation  of  ftones  in  facs  ;  though,  on  the  fame  ground,  the 
fafts  will  be  found  to  militate  againft  it.  If  ftones  ar(^  formed 
from  the  mucus,  and  in  the  mucous  follicles^  they  fliould  be 
moft  commonly  found  in  facs ;  hut,  of  lOO  cafes,  98,  pro- 
bably 99,  are  totally  free  and  unconnected :  fo  that  the  fair 
conclufion  Vv41l  be,  tliat  they  are  not  formed  of  mucue.,  or  in 
mucous  follicles.  The  fhining  fcales  of  the  flone,  as  well  as 
its  firmnefs,  when  there  is  really  fo  little  folid  matter  in  it, 
fhow  that  it  is  formed  of  ilrongly  concreting  cryftals,  which 
.an  anonymous  author  *  on  the  Stone  and  Gravel,'  whofe  judg- 
ment and  abilities  we  refpecl,  though  we  had  the  misfortune  of 
differing  from  him.  in  fome  points,  thinks  he  has  found  to  be 
a  peculiar  acid :  we  are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  more  probably 
^hofphorated  lime.  At  all  events,  it  is  fomething  more  than, 
and  different  from,  mucus;  though,  as  we  remarked,  in  a  ge- 
nerally morbid  ilat^,  the  calculo  poetic  difeafe  may  esifliinall 
ihe  fluids,  as  well  as  the  fecretions  ;  but  the  ilone  will  not  be 
.confined  to  the  mucus,  or  form.ed,  as  our  author  fcems  to  be- 
lieve, of  the  mucus,  merely  indurated  by  abforption.  The 
exiftence  of  cryftals  being  generally  admitted,  it  will  be  more 
cafy  to  fee  why  they  are  not  formed  on  the  point  of  a  pin,  when 
it  has  happened  that  a  pin  in  the  bladder  has  been  the  nucleus 
.of  a  ftone.  Why  cryftals  ftiould  not  form  on  a  metallic  point 
is  a  matter  of  curious  fpeculation,  but  unneceflary  inthis  place, 
becaufe  whether  the  ftone  proceeds  from  the  urine  or  mucus, 
<he  difticulty  muft  remain  the  fame.  When,  to  explain  it, 
our  author  fpeaks  of  the  pin  wounding  the  coats,  he  fhouid 
recolle£t  that  the  wounds  made  in  lithotomy,  in  the  fubfequent 
part  of  the  work,  are  fuppofed  to  remove  the  calculous  dia- 
.thefis. 
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'  '^^c  growth  of  ilones  in  hernis  and  in  cyfts  of  the  biaddei', 
^nd  feveral  circumRances  in  the  abo\'e- mentioned  incruflntions  up- 
on foreign  bodies,  afford  feme  degree  of  argument,  that  the  litho- 
poetic  power  is  greater  in  proportion  as  the  communication  with 
urine  is  lefs.  A  large  fecrction  of  urine  has  a  tendency  to  prevent 
calculous  concretions,  and  for  this  reafon  hard  drinkers  feldom  ex- 
perience this  among  their  fuffefings  *.  In  Haller's  Difputaticnes 
ad  Morborum  Hiftoriam  et  Curationem  facientes,  v.  iii.  p.  475.  15 
contained  a  very  extraordinary  cafe  of  ftones  produced  in  the  uri- 
nary bladder,  and  in  the  inteilines.  In  this  cafe,  there  was  a  fup- 
preffion  of  urine  ;  but  though  the  catheter  was  introduced  every 
third  day,  no  water  was  difcharged  by  it  oftener  than  once  in  ten 
or  eleven  days,  and  even  then  only  two  or  three  ounces  of  a  green 
mucods  fluid  came  away.' 

We  have  tranfcribed  this  paiTage,  to  fhow  with  what  force 
pur  author  adduces  uncommon  facls  to  fupport  what  frequcnt-r 
ly  happens.  Tlie  cafe  too  appeared  fmgular,  and  v/e  were 
tempted  to  refer  to  it.  The  lithopoetic  power  was  fo  ftrikr 
ing,  that  numerous  calculi  were  vomited  ;  but  what  is  of  more 
confequence  to  the  argument,  the  firji  fuppreffion  of  urine 
feemed  owing  to  calculi,  probably  formed  during  a  long  pre- 
vious illnefs,  ^nd  all  the  fecretions  were  greatly  depraved  in 
their  quality,  Our  author  muft  have  felt  confiderable  difh- 
iculty  in  fiipporting  his  hypothefis,  when  he  condefccnded  to 
pfe  the  following  argument. 

?  De  Haen  takes  it  for  granted,  that  the  fand  which  he  found 
in  the  cortical  fubllance  of  the  kidney  was  depofited  there  from 
urine,  and  concludes,  that  the  perfon  fo  afleiled  muft  have  voided 
fand,  had  not  the  veffels  fecreting  urine  been  obftrufted  with  it. 
But  if  the  urine  were  fo  loaded  with  calculous  matter  as  to  depofit 
fand  at  the  inllant  that  it  was  formed,  for  we  know  that  urine 
pafies  aimoft  inftantaneoufiy  through  the  kidney,  we  might  reafon- 
ably  have  expelled  fome  depofition  alfo  in  its  further  courfe,  in  the 
pelvis  of  the  kidney,  or  in  the  bladder,  where  it  reus  much  longer; 
which  the  author  obferves  not  to  have  happened.  It  is  inconceiv- 
able how  the  urine  fliould  convey  juft  fufficient  calculous  matter  to 
pbttruft  all  the  uriniferous  tubes  of  the  kidney,  and  that  rone  of 
it  fliould  at  any  tin^e  pafs  through  them.  I  therefore  conjefture, 
that  the  fand  was  not  depofited  in  the  conical  fubftance  of  the  kid- 
|iey  from  urine,  but  from  the  tela  cellukfciy  or  congeries  of  veffels 
delUned  to  conned  and  nourifli  the  uriniferous  tubes,* 

Surely  if  the  urine  be  very  much  difpofed  to  form  concre- 

*  Our  author  docs  not  fccm  aware  that  this  cafe  is  the  fame  mentioned  in 
Y\%  fubfequcnt  quotation  from  De  Haen,  as  related  by  Sigifmundus  Koenig.  De 
^Acn  cojifiders  it  as  a  general  calculous  diathcfis. 
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tions,  tlie  fmaller  vciTels  will  be  firfl  obft runted.  In  the  ufual 
inllances,  the  concretions  are  only  formed  in  confequence  of 
the  llagnation  of  the  urine. 

The  fecond  part  contains  dedu£l:ions  from  the  fymptoms 
and  remedies  of  Hone,  to  fupport  the  fame  fyftem.     One  of 
the  firft  dedu(9:ions  is  from  the  pain,  which,  as  it  fometimes 
arifes  when  only  fmall  fand,  whofe  mechanical  ftimulus  mull 
be  inconfiderable,  is  prefent  in  the  bladder  -,  Dr.  Auilin  thinks 
is  rather  to  ht  attributed  to  the  dilealed  Itate  of  the  mucous 
membrane.  He  fhould  have  reflected,  that  pain  is  only  trouble- 
ibme  when  the  effort  to  make  water  comes  on,  and  the  matter 
prelTes  on  the  neck  of  the  bladder.     The  peculiar  fenfibility  of 
this  part  is  fo  great,  that  mechanical  flimulus  is  not  neceflary 
to  produce  pain  :  a  particle  of  coagulated  blood,  extravafated 
by  a  fliock  or  blow,  without  difeafe  of  the  membrane,  will  oc- 
cafion  great  torture.  ^  The  urine  of  people  atFe6ted  with  ftonc 
or  gravel  is  generally  pale  and  clear,  when  not  tinged  with 
blood.'    What  is  the  conclufion  ?  that  it  has  depofited  its  cal- 
culous mattery  not  that  it  never  contained  fuch.     In  feme 
inllances.  Dr.  Auflin  has  obferved  a  particular  difeafe  of  the 
conftitution ;  in  the  greater  number  there  is  none,  though  it 
exifled  in   that   remarkable  complaint  quoted  by  Haller,  de- 
scribed by  Koenig,  who  has  latinifed  his  name  to  Rex.     In 
many  calculi  there  are  no  nuclei,  or  at  lead  none  difcoverable ; 
and  we  may  add,  that  fabulous  concretions  very  rarely  feem 
to  form  nuclei.  The  reafon  is  inexplicable,but  the  fa6bs  will  with 
difficulty  fupport  either  fyftem.     A  remarkable  circumftance 
is,  that  when  a  ftone  is  extracted  by  lithotomy,  it  feldom  is 
reproduced.     Dr.  Auflin  accounts  for  it  from  fome  change  in-* 
duced  by  the  operation ;  and,  as  the  nature  of  the  difeafe  is 
unknown,  we  cannot  be  expecled  to  explain  that  of  the  change. 
It  is  more  probable,  however,  to  fuppofe,  that  the  formation 
of  the  nucleus  is  the  difeafe,  and  the  increafe  of  the  ftone  pro- 
greifive-,  that,  in  confequence  of  increafing  age  or  ftrength,  the 
difeafe  is  obviated  previous  to  the  operation :  we  fay,  *  with  in- 
creafing  age  or  ftrength,'  becaufe  we  believe  that  children  can 
depend  moft  certainly  on  the  radical  cure  by  the  operation ;  for, 
in  people  of  advanced  life,  the  ftone  frequently  returns.     A 
more  remarkable  circumftance  is,    that,  when  iithontriptics 
are  taken,  the  pain  is  often  alleviated  before  ^ny  confiderable 
degree  of  folution  can  have  taken  place.     Our  author  attri- 
butes it  to  the  removal  of  th^  diathefis,  ftill  confidering  the 
fource  of  pain  to  be  in  the  raucous  membrane.     We  believe  it 
to  be  in  part  owing  to  the  removal  of  the  diathefis,  though  we 
fufpe£l  the  diathefis  to  be  in  the  ftomach,  and  the  fenfation  of 
an  increafing  ftoue  mult  probably  be  very  different  from  that 

E  e  4  of 


'4-00  Of  the  Origin  and  Progrefs  of  Language* 

of  a  dlflblving  one.  We  confider  it  as  owing  to  the  correction 
of  the  phofphoric  acid,  and  the  formation  of  a  more  folubis 
neutral  than  the  phofphorated  Hme  •,  in  reality  corredling  the 
itate  of  the  urine,  rather  than  of  the  (lone. 

The  laft  part  contains  experiments  and  obfervations  on  the 
Cortiponent  parts  of  the  ftone,  jmd  a  chemical  comparifon  of 
the  ftone  with  urine  and  mucus.  Calculi,  we  know>  vary 
greatly  in  their  nature  and  appearances.  The  nature,'  how- 
jcver,  varies  lefs  than  we  fuppofcd.  If  our  author's  experiments, 
p.  109,  no,  and  1 14  are  compared,  it  is  probable  that  the  va- 
riety is  only  in  the  force  of  attraction  between  the  ditterent  in- 
gredients, as  we  hinted  in  the  beginning  of  the  article.  The 
(experiments,  with  the  incruftations,  are  furely  inapplicable : 
the  healthy,  and  the  difeafed  in  various  ftates,  re  fort  to  thefe 
fcomers.  In  ihort,  Dr.  Auftin  feems  in  no  refpeft  to  have 
elucidated  this  intricate  fubje^t;  and  we  cannot  confider  the 
work  as  adding  to  his  credit.  We  truft  that,  on  forne  future 
occafion,  we  may  ihov/  him,  that  we  can  as  chearfully  praife 
as  we  can  freely  blame. 
ty " »  ■  ■        — — — -—___-___— ^——_-______^______— — 
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'TpHE  former  volumes  of  this  very  fingular  and  learned  work 
occur  in  vols,  xxxvth  and  Lxvith  of  our  Journal.  This 
before  us  feems  to  be  the  laft  ;  but  if  it  is  fo,  our  author  has  not 
completed  the  whole  that  he  promifed.  We  ihould  fpeak  of 
jt  only  in  general  terms,  for  it  would  be  improper  to  give 
pain  to  a  learned  and  refpe£l:able  writer,  if  the  whole  tenor  of 
his  work  did  not  fhow  that  Reviewers  are  the  objects  of  his 
f:ontempt,  and  Reviews  the  works  which  he  never  fees.  A^c 
inay  be  allov/ed  then  to  fay,  without  apprehenfion,  that  our  au- 
thor feems  to  have  reached  the  age  of  Neftor,  and  with  it  to 
have  attained  the  garrulity  of  the  Pylian  fage.  His  obferva- 
tions are  unreafonably  extended,  and  his  flov/ing  periods  are 
the  luxuriant  leaves  of  the  flirub  which  bears  little  fruit;  but 
it  muft  be  added,  that  the  fruit  which  it  does  bear  is  whole- 
ibme  and  pleafant :  though  the  ideas  are  few  and  too  far  ex- 

J landed,  they  are  often  juft,  and  our  author  has  loft  little  of 
lis  l.e^rniiiig  or  of  hi$  enthufiafm.  His  prejudices,  as  maybe 
^xpc<9ted,  are  grown  firmer  from  age,  and  more  imrnoveabjy 
fixed  from  frequent  meditation  and  conftant  ftudy. 

The  fubjcft  of  the  fifth  volume  is  the  Hiftorical  and  Didac- 
tic Style,  Our  author  is  diffufe  in  his  praifes  of  the  Roman 
Hiftqry,  as  it  con^prehends  the  origin  of  thegreateft  nation  of 
|:he  world;  while  the  other  hiftories  fpeak  only  of  em.pires  al- 
f^ady  advanced  in  c^redit  and  in  power  ;  even  the  Grecian  Hif-r 
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tory  of  Herodotus  yields,  in  his  ideas,  to  that  of  Rome;  and 
the  hiilories  of  modern  nations  are  {ligmatircd,  in  the  words  of 
Milton,  with  the  moil  indignant  contempt.  A  lefs  informed 
reader  of  the  comparifon  or  contrail  would  think  that,  after 
treating  of  the  Trojan  war,  our  author  had  adverted  to  -the 
wars  of  the  pigmies  and  cranes.  The  principal  hiftorian  of 
Rome  is  Livy.  His  character  is  reprefented  as  amiable ;  his 
religion  was  unaffecled,  and  his  general  conduft,  as  an  hifto- 
rian, highly  commendable.  His  re!ie<Stions  are  properly  and  ju- 
diciouily  intcrfperied,  not  ollentatiouily  brought  forward,  and 
feem  to  arife  naturally  from  his  fubied:,  not  introduced  to  dif- 
play  the  acutenefs  and  penetration  of  the  author.  His  flyle  is, 
however,  exceptionable,  for  he  wrote  not  with  the  flowing 
fimplicity  and  elegance  of  the  Grecians.  We  mean  not  to 
fmije  at  our  author;  but  think  with  him,  that  the  ftyle  of  Livy 
is  too  abrupt,  often  equivocal,  and  fometimcs  aiFetledly  ob- 
fcure.  It  is  certainly  the  ilyle  of  the  rhetorician ;  and  the 
fpeeches  equally  ftudied,  with  little  allowance  for  the  differ- 
ence of  characters,  occafion  by  their  repetition  a  difguft,  which ^ 
the  excellence  of  their  fubftance  will  not  always  alleviate. 
He£lor  Boethius,  lord  Monboddo  remarks,  rcfembled  Livy  in 
the  fpeeches  by  which  he  endeavoured  to  illuftrate  his  hidory, 
but  diil^ergd  from  him  in  the  iidelity  of  his  narrative  ;  for  it  is 
added  that,  though  Livy  might  occafionally  embellifti  facSls,  he 
did  not  fei|;n  what  never  exiiled.  He  examined  the  evidence 
of  the  different  events  with  fcrupulous  fidelity,  nor,  hke  Hec- 
tor, gave  to  his  country  an  antiquity  and  a  refinement  which 
could  not  have  exifted.  While  his  lordfhip  commends  Livy  for 
his  fidelity,  we  fcarcely  expecfted  to  hear  him  cenfured  for  not, 
giving  a  fuller  account  of  the  early  periods,  which  mufi;  abound 
with  fable,  and  which  certainly  do  not  add  to  the  value  of  the 
work  of  Dionyfius  of  Haiicarnafi'us.  If  that  hillory  had  been 
before  him,  the  variations  in  the  narrative  might  have  been  re-^ 
marked ;  but  we  believe  every  author  M^ould  refign  the  firil 
books  of  Livy  for  one  of  thofe  which  is  loit. 

The  obfcurity  of  Livy  is  noticed  with  a  very  proper  degree 
of  cenfure ;  and,  in  one  paffage,  lord  Monboddo  flrows  that  he 
jnifunder flood  Polybius,  from  whom  he  copied.  We  fhall  fe- 
le6l  the  criticifm,  which  we  think  curious  and  juft. 

'  The  battle  I  mean  is  the  famous  one  of  Cynofcephalaiy  be- 
twixt Flnminius  the  Roman  conful  and  Philip  king  of  Macedon, 
in  the  firll  Macedonian  war.  The  error  is  where  Livy  tells  us, 
that,  when  the  right  wing  of  the  Macedonian  army,  where  Philip 
commanded  in  perfon,  got  up  to  t!ic  top  of  the  hill,  Philip  gave 
this  order  to  his  men:  *  Cactratos  ec  Maccdoninm  phalangen,  haf- 
tis  pofiti?,  quaium  longitudo  impedimento  erat  gladiis  rem  gerere 

jubei,' 
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jubet.*     Now  from  Polybius^s  defcription  of  the  phalanx  fubjom- 
«cl  to  his  account  of  this  battle,  which  defcription  Livy  certainly- 
ought  to   have  ftudled  and  underflood  before  he  gave  an  account 
ef  this  Ronian  battle  with  that  phalanx,  it  evidently  appears  that 
thefe  fpears,  which   Livy  makes  the  Macedonians  throw  away  asr 
ufelefs  on  account  of  their  length,  were  no  other  than  xh?  farij^ae, 
the  chief  weapon  of  the  phalanx,  and  which  made  it  irrefiftible, 
where  the  ground  was  level  and  even,  and  it  was  oppofed  only  in 
front.     This  weapon  was  14  cubits  long  ;  and  every  man  of  the 
16  in  depth,  of  which  the  phalanx  confifted,  had  one  of  them, 
which  was  laid  over  the  (boulders  of  the  men  before  hiin  r  And  the 
weapon  was  fo  ponderous  that  it  was  wielded  with  both  hands.    A 
fingle  fpear  of  this  kind  muft  have  had  a  great  force  again  ft  any 
man  armed  with  lighter  and  fhorter  weapons :  but  by  the  clofencfs 
of  the  men  in  the  phalanx,  and  the  loofer  order  of  the  Romans, 
one  of  whom  was  by  that  means  oppofed  to  two  Macedonians,  the 
ramber  of  fariflae  that  each  Roman  had  to  encounter,  was,  accord- 
ing to  Pclybius*  calculation,  no  lefs  than  10.' 

*  From  this  account  of  the  armour  of  the  Macedonians,  and  the 
ftrength  of  their  phalanx,  it  is  evident  that  the  order,  which  Livy 
makes  Philip  give  to  his  men,  was  no  otKer  than  that  they  fhou!d 
difarm  themfelves.  Let  us  now  confider  the  words  of  Polybius  to 
which  Livy  has  given  fo  extraordinary  a  meaning.  He  tells  us 
that  Philip  gave  order  to  the  right  wing  of  his  phalanx,  where  he 
con^manded  himfelf,  to  double  their  files.  Then  he  adds :  ytvoiAf 
vov  St  ToiTWf  xai  Tuv  'jrcT^i,.  n:v  tv  cytccM  ovrut  Tot;  ^aXayyiTo*;  tooQj5 
flrafayyiX/xa  xuru^aXovcri  ra<;  a-ufiaa-uq  eTruysiv  ;  Where  you  will  obfervc 

that  Livy  has  tranflated  xutu^eiXoven  raq  etxpa-s-aq  pojttis  haflisy  that 
is,  laying  ojide.  OTthron.ving  anxiay  their  fpears ;  as  if  Polybius  had  faid, 
fi^aat  Tct?  aapia-cra;,   (the  expreffion  which  he  ufes  when  he  defcribes 
the  rout  of  the  phalanx  in  this  battle)  :   And  he  adds^  what  Po- 
lybius certainly  never  thought  of,  that  the  JhrlJ/ae  were  ufelefs  oa 
account  of  their  length  ;  and  another  thing  alfo,  that  was  very  far 
from  the  mind  of  Polybius,  viz.  that  Philip  ordered  them  gladiis 
rem  gererc,  that  is,  to  fight  with  daggers  and  light  targets  againft 
the  heavy  ftiong  fwords   of  the  Romans   and  their   great  ihields. 
*   But  it  may  be  afked,  what  then  was  the  meaning  of  the  order 
given  b)  Philip,  KarajSaMuv  xas  cufiercru^.     This  Plutarch  will  ex- 
plain to  OS  in  the  account  above  mentioned,  of  the  battle  with  Per- 
feu?,  taken,  as  I  have  faid,  from  the  fame  author.     It  is  where, 
fpeaking  of-^^milius  the  Roman  general,  he  fays,  ETret  h  nxci  rut 
l»X^wr  WiUKiolfut  T«j  Ts  TS-tXTUf  tx  ^/xoi;  'nregi(r©a<;a*Tft;j',  k«i  T«i;  crcc^icreraii 
a<pttoq  avtQr,ixarog   7i^iQua-ai':''v!zotTru»TUV  rovq  &vpea(po^ovq  fias^   rr^p  rs  ^VfAvi* 
Tov  ffwoccr'ncrfjiov   xan  Tnv  T£U)(vrr,TO(,  tij?    c-^oiSe^i;?,   exT^rf*?  etvrov    la-ytt 
K«»  OiQf,  'wj  ovSit  iloina.  vuxoTt^sa-iJia,  (po^t^urt^ov.      Here  you  will  ob- 

{erve  that  he  has  explained  moil  clearly  what  Polybius  means  by 
8  the 
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the  word  Kccrot^ctXKn* ;  by  ufing  another  word  in  place  of  it,  viz" 
H.7Mny ;  and  the  id^  undoubtedly  was,  and  I  think  muft  have  been, 
that,  when  the  phalanx  was  on  its  march,  each  foldier  carried  his 
pike  upright,  and  not  upon  the  Ihoulders  of  thofe  before  him  ;  but 
when  the  fignal  was  given  them  to  engage,  then  they  inclined  them 
downwards,  fo  as  to  be  upon  a  level  with  the  enemy  :  and  then 
ionxfarijfae  were  over  the  fnoulder  of  each  man  in  the  finl  rank, 
befidcs  his  own,  according  to  the  account  that  Polybius  has  given 
of  their  order  of  battle.  That  they  Ihould  have  marched  in  this 
manner,  is  abfoluttly  incredible  ;  but,  as  we  have  feen,  it  was  the 
way  in  which  they  fought  ;  and,  when  they  gave  over  fighting  and 
furrendercd  thcrafelvcs  prifoners,  they  held  ftraight  up  theiryizr/^, 
as  Polybius  tells  us  in  his  account  of  this  battle,  (p.  761.)  and 
which  Livy  has  tranllated,  and  rightly  tranflated,  frcm  him,  (lib. 
33.  cap.  10.)  And  Polybius  has  alfo  obferved  the  diftinftion  that 
I  havj  made,  betv/ixt  their  manner  of  marching  and  their  battle 
order  ;  for  he  has  told  us  that  the  left  wing  of  the  phalanx  was  im- 
mediately put  into  diforder  by  the  Romans,    ^»«  ta  roif  ayoyj^oaEvo*; 

The  corruption  of  the  Roman  tafte  was,  our  author  ob- 
ferves,  begun  by  Saluft,  curried  on  by  Livy,  and  completed 
by  Tacitus  :  it  confided  in  fliortening  the  periods,  vi'hich  gives 
an  abrupt,  but  decifive  fmartnefs  to  the  llyle  ;  and,  when  well 
condu£l:cd,  adds  greatly  to  the  force  and  fpirit.  The  enigmas 
of  Tacitus  are  often  unpleafnig,  and  we  are  particularly  dif- 
gulted  when  the  obfcure  fentence  contains  only  a  trite  idea. 
This  is,  however,  feldom  the  fault  of  the  philofophical  hifto- 
rian  •,  and  his  ftyle  impreffes,  with  wonderful  force,  the  pith 
and  fubftance  of  his  fententious  remarks.  The  flowing  ftyle, 
if  not  varied  with  the  fubjecl,  may  become  unpleafing  from 
its  uniformity  •,  and  to  take  the  two  oppofite  examples  in  the 
Englifli  language,  we  think  Dr.  Robertfon's  earlier  hiftorical 
works  will  fooner  fatigue  the  reader,  than  the  fententious  bre- 
vity of  Mr.  Gibbon,  though  a  little  deformed  by  occafion^ 
Jliffnefs  and  afFe6t:ed  obfcurity.     As  a  juft  medium  betwccit 

*  *  In  Polybius's  defcr'ption  of  the  great  battle  betwixt  Ptolemy  and  An- 
tiochusat  Raph'ia  in  Coclo-Syria,  he  ijfes  the  very  cxpreffion  that  he  ules  in  the 
defcriptiou  of  this  battle  betwixt  Philip  and  Flaminius,  Kxra^aXXovTi;  itafxyjyi' 
fxa.   raq    a-a^ircaz   U   Trs^t    tjv    Ay'^^Ofxa.-/ ov   uni   2£(;?<€iCV   nrriyov.      Lib.    5.   p.    426. 

Where  one  Ihould  think  it  was  impolTiblc  to  raiftakc  th.e  meaning,  as  the  troops 
there  are  defcribed  as  advancing  to  the  con  b*t  with  the  greateft  alacrity.  Yet 
a  tranflator  bifore  Cafaubon,  one  Perottus^  has  miftaken  it,  and  has  trai.fi.ate4 
it  as  Livy  has  done,  making  the  men  throw  away  their  ara^iTc-ar,  but  then  he 
has  added  what  makes  his  interpretation  much  more  natural  than  Livy's,  though 
It  be  the  diredl  oppofite  t.f  the  text,  that  they  run  away.  See  what  Cafuuoot\ 
has  faid  in  liis  obforvations  upon  the  former  tranflators  of  Polybius,  contained 
in  hi»  pr.  face  to  his  edition.' 

both, 
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both,  we  can,  with  lord  Monboddo,  chearfully  pralfe  the  ftyle 
of  Ciefar  5  and  we  may  add,  becaiife  from  political  motives  it 
feems  too  much  iiegle<fi:ed,  that  of  his  lordfliip's  countryman 
Mr,  Hume.  Crefai  was  our  earliefl,  and  is  our  prefent  fa- 
vourite ;  nor  is  it  likely,  as  our  author  larcaftically  aflerts,  that 
the  more  florid  flyle  of  a  modern  Frenchman  *  would  have 
been  more  approved  by  our  Reviewers,'  who  poiTefs,  v/e  be- 
lieve, a  more  refined  clafTical  tafte  than  his  lordfhip  is  willing 
to  allow  them.  We  muft  not  omit,  however,  giving  a  fpeci- 
men  of  our  author's  emendations  of  Livy. 

*  Livy,  ]ib.  ix.  cap.  15.  Gc?is ^ubite  ad  id  t'olutifatis  ?  Is  not 
that  a  Grecifm  ?  ad  id  for  m;  roh- — that  is,  40  this  time.  Upon 
this  palTage  Crevier  has  not  thought  it  worth  his  while  to  bellow 
any  nr  te. 

*  In  the  end  of  the  preceding  paragraph  the  reading  in  Crcvier 
is  thus  :  ^in  duces  ficut  belli  y  it  a  injatieibilis  fuppliiii  fufuros  fu- 
ije.  r  fay  the  reading  ihould  be  iKj'atiubiles.  No  note  of  Cre- 
vier  here  neither. 

*  In  the  jirh  chapter  of  the  fame  book,  about  the  middle  of 
it,  it  is  printed,  Paccmjibi  kahent  {Jic\X\z^\.  popidus  Romnnus),  legi-o- 
nes  <apias  n,'i£lori  r^jUtuat.  Gionovius  would  corred  this,  and 
read  pa<em  ve  habcai  ;  but  I  fay  the  fenfe  is  much  better  as  it  is. 
And  the  meaning  is  :  **  Let  the  Romans  do  with  the  peace  what 
they  will,  ratify  it  or  not  as  they  pleafe  ;  bat  le:  them  reftore  to 
us  the  legions,  which  we  once  conqiiered  and  had  in  our  power.'* 
It  appears  from  a  note  of  Crevier  upon  this  pallage,  that  neither 
he  nor  Gronovius  underftood  it.  He  has  no  note  at  all  upon  tlie  ex-  " 
prelTion  in  the  fentcncc  that  follows  dignnm  erai,  which,  I  doubt, 
he  did  net  underibnd  to  be  ihe  fame  with  dignum  ejjet^  the  com- 
jTien  Latin  cxprellion  :  whereas  dignum  erat  is  a  Greek  idiom  ; 
for  the  Greeks  would  fay  aii':>v  av  yjv,  with'  the  verb  in  the  imperfeil 

'of  the  indicative.     Bat  that  impcrfc^l  is  alfo  ufed   in  Latin  ;  a$ 
where  Virgil  fays,  fpeaking  of  a  tree  in  Media, 

Ipfa  ingens  arbor,  faciemquc  fimillima  lauro; 
Et,  fi  non  aliam  late  jadtaret  odorem, 
Laurus  erat, Gecr,  2.  v.  131. 

*  It  is  very  true  that  this  exprefHon  is  obfcure  in  the  Latin  for 
want  of  the  potential  particle  avy  but  that  was  a  defeft  in  their 
language,  which  the  Romans  could  not  help.  But  I' think  that 
was  a  reafon  why  they  Diould  have  uled,  in  fuch  expreflions,  the 

-  common   idiom  of  their  own  language  rather    than   the   Greek 
idiom.' 

Dionyfius  is  the  author  contrafled  with  Livy ;  and,  to  him, 
the^need  is  generally  given  for  what  he  adds  to  the  Latin  hif- 
torian,  and  for  what  he  emits.     We  kilow  that,  in  Rome, 

fooii 
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foon  after  the  leva  of  Auguftus,  Llvy  was  cenfurcd  as  a  carc- 
Ick  hiilorian,  which  may  pcrliaps  have  been  owing  to  his  h.av- 
iiig  been  lels  full  on  the  earlier  parts  of  tlie  Roman  hiuory, 
Dionyiius  profefles  to  have  taken  his  information  from  the  re- 
cords of  the  older  times  •,  but  it  is  eafy  to  fee,  from  his  own 
narrative,  that  much  was  uncertain,  and  fome  parts  probably 
erroneous.  Where,  for  inilance,  he  telJs  us,  that  Romulus 
admitted  only  freemen  into  his  new  Hate,  there  is  little  doubt 
of  error:  for  Romulus,  conilantly  contending  with  his  neigh- 
bours, mult  have  been  anxious  to  add  to  his  numbers  by  any 
methods ;  and  it  appears  rhat  he  was  not  fcrupulous  in  his 
choice  of  meafures.  Dionyfius  is  more  probably  corre6t,  when 
he  traces  the  inhabitants  of  Italy  from  the  Grecian  iflands,  or 
the  peninfula  of  Greece,  though  his  very  early  rera  of  their 
migration  may  have  been  a  ficSlitious  one.  The  Latin  was  un- 
doubtedly an  old  dialect  of  Greek,  and  the  mythology  of  the 
Romans,  the  early  and  lefs  corrupted  polytheifm  adopted  by 
that  ingenious  race.  To  follow  them  more  particularly,  to 
trace  their  country  and  their  firft  fettlements,  is  beyond  the 
reach  of  tradition  and  the  efforts  of  an  inventive  genius  •,  that  the 
Roman  religion  was  a  pure  fyftem  of  theifm,  and  their  gods 
inteiligei\ces,  employed  to  fuperintend  the  operations  both  of 
nature  and  man,  we  can  fcarcely  believe  ;  though  founded  in 
the  aflertion  o(  the  Halicarnaflan,  that  their  religion  was  the 
purelt  fyftem  then  known  in  the  world.  Dionyfrns'  ftyle  we 
can  commend  v/ith  lord  Monboddo:  fome  of  the  fpeeches 
which  he  makes  or  records  are  alfo  excellent ;  nor  can  we  de- 
ny him,  when  he  emerges  from  the  age  of  fable,  the  merit  of 
accurate  information  and  extenfive  enquiry. 

The  hiftory  of  Poiybius  is  truly  valuable,  becaufe  he  defcribes 
events  which  he  faw,  and  of  which  his  former  fludies  enabled 
him  to  judge  ',  but  to  compare  liim  with  Xenophon  and  Ciefar 
js  injudicious  praife,  for,  In  an  inferior  Itation,  he  mult  be  ne-. 
ceifarily  unacquainted  with  the  motives,  and  could  derive  no 
•  commendation  for  the  conduct  of  the  enterprizes ;  added  to 
which,  his  ftyle  places  him  far  beneath  both.  It  is  the  Greek 
alone,  of  which  lord  Monboddo  honours  the  found,  and  the 
appearances,  that  could  draw  from  him  fuch  an  improper  com* 
parifon.  Our  author's  fketch  of  the  Roman  hiftory  is  certain- 
ly mifplaced;  nor  can  tlie  accurate  diitin(Stion  between  the 
early  difmterefted  conduct  of  the  Romans,  and  the  felfilh  ava-» 
rice  of  their  later  proceedings,  compenfate  for  the  error.  The 
Roman  government,  he  tells  us,  was  at  firft  the  heroic  kind, 
where  the  kings  are  the  leaders,  but  influenced  in  their  pro- 
ceedings by  the  people  ;  it  might  have  been  as  well  ftyled  a  bar- 
barous government,  for  it  was  the  confined  and  irregular  exercife 

of 
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of  po\^'cr  obfen-able  in  every  uncivilifed  nation ;  nor  cnn  otlr 
•views  of  It  be  changed,  v.'hen  reminded  that  It  is  the  government 
of  Greece  defcrlbed  by  Homer.  It  w^s  the  fource  of  the  *  un-' 
numbered  i!l^/  The  progrefs  of  the  pohitlcal  (late  of  Rome  to 
the  purer  kind  of  democracy  is  well  defcribed ;  and  let  France 
reccllc£i:  that  the  tiril  plebeian  conful  that  comm.anded  a  Ro- 
man army,  fell  into  an  ambufli,  was  killed,  and  his  army  rout- 
ed. Livy,  it  has  been  obfcrved,  drew  often  from  Polvbius,  and 
fometimes  erred,  from  carelelThcfs  or  ignorance.  The  famoug 
ftory  of  Hannibal's  having  diflblved  the  Alps  with  vinegar,  is 
one  of  thefe  errors* 

•  He  (Polybins)  fays,   that,  in  going  down  the  Alps,  the  Car- 
thaginians Came  to  a  great   Hough,  or  gulf,  of  exrent  a  Vadium 
and  a  half,  that  is,   above  750  ft-et.     The  tiifficuhy  of  paffing 
here,  Polybius  has  moft  accurately  defcribed.      It  was  caufed  by 
the  new  fnow  which  had  fallen  above  the  old  of  lali  year.  This  new 
ihow  being  foft,  and  not  very  deep,  they  eafdy  got  through  it,  and 
came  to  the  old  fnow,  upon  which,  being  hard  and  firm,  they  Aid  asl 
upon  ice;  and    when  ihey    fell,  and  endeavoured  to  rife  again, 
ilruu:g!ing  with  their  feet  and  hands,  this  only  ferved  to  carry  them 
the  fairer  down  the  hdl.      The  horfes  that  cnrrled  their  luggage^ 
when  they  fell  and  endeavoured  to  get  up  again,  piercing  through 
the  under  fnow>  ftuck  in  it,  and  remained   fixed  as  if  they  had 
been  fiozen  in  it.     For  thefe  reafons,  finding  that  the   fnow  was 
inipafiable,  unlefs  a  way  was  made  through  it,  he  fell  to  wcrk^ 
and  in  one  day's  lime  filled  up  the  llough,  fo  that  his  cavalry  and 
baggage  horfes  could  pafs  over  it;  and  in  two  days  more  he  made 
it  pafiable  for  his  tlephants.      Now,  in  this  way,  it  is  not  at  all 
incredible,  that  the  pafTage  (hould  have  been  made ;  but,  in  the 
way  thst  Livy  has  told  the  ftory,  it  is  abfolutcly  incredible;  for, 
inllead  of  a  flough  or  gulph,  he  has  made  a  precipice  of  no  lefs 
than  a  thoufand  feet.     And  it  was  a  rock,  he  fays,  which  hardly 
a  fmgle  man  unarmed  could  go  down,  hanging  by  fhrubs  and  roots. 
The  rock,  he  ftys,  was  diflblved  by  vinegar  poured  upon  it  when 
it  was  hot ;  a  fable  which  Juvenal  has  very  jullly  ridiculed.     And 
in  this  way,  having  confumed  a  thoufand  feet  of  rock,  he,  in  the 
fpace  of  four  days,  made  a  way  over  it  for  his  elephants.     When 
the   reader  compares  thefe  two  narratives,  he  muft  fufpeft,  not 
that  Polybius,  who  was  (0  well  informed,  has  told  fo  incredible  a 
ftory,  but  that  Livy  has  miftaken  his  meaning  *.*  There 

*  ♦  Polybius's  words  are,  (lib.  3.  p.  207)  That  they  came  to  a  place  in  de- 
scending the  Alps,  OK  ouTi  rois  S-ifion  o-jtb  rug  'viro(vyioi(  ^vvaToy  nv  wapjXSsjv  ^la  Tnii 
e-fsvornTa,  u-^iaov  ettj  T^ta  fi,a»crTa.Jt*  t£(  yrn;  imo^^ctiyo^  xai  ff^o  -vou  fxiy  ove-n;  toie  8'fi 
kctt  y.a'KXot  iri  'rr^oa^aTajg  aTTi^e^uyvir.f.  Now,  the  three  half  fladia,  which  Livy 
mr.derftood  to  be  the  di^pth  ot  the  gulph,  is  only  .its  extent  in  length;  for  this 
the  Greek  words  clearly  denote.  "And  it  is  evident,  from  the  account  which 
Polybius  gives  of  the  difficulty  of  pafling  it,  that  it  was  not  a  precipice,  as  Livy 

has 
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There  are  fome  other  judicious  critical  remarks  on  Polybius, 
t^'hofc  character  lord  Monboddo  has  railed  too  high,  without 
■luflicient  authority.  The  Romans  have  little  quarter,  and  our 
author  reckons  it  one  of  his  own  early  errors,  that  he  thought 
Virgil  a  poet.  To  Horace  lie  allows  ibme  merit,  as  he  had 
tiiited  Athens,  and  imitated  the  Grecian  poets. 

Of  the  modern  hillorians  he  praifes  only  a  few.     The  ftyle* 
i>f  Buchanan  he  prefers  to  that  of  Livy:  it  is  certainly  more 
flowing,  and  arranged  more  nearly  according  to  the  Grecian 
*  motlel,  but  it  is  more  harfli,  and  Icfs  plcafmg.    Tjie  fpceche^, 
it  is  remarked,  are  generally  indirect,  and  judicioufiy  intro- 
duced.    The  ilyle  of  Pdilton  is  highly  praifed  ;  but  the  idiom 
and  con(lru6lion  are  certainly  not  Engliih.     We  will  not  con- 
demn it  with  the  fevere  dogmatifm  of  Johnfon,  nor  with  tlic 
ridicule  of  Butler,  as,  '  Engliflicut  on  Greek  and  Latin,'  but 
no  correcl  taile  would  widi  for  the  general  adoption  of  the 
modeh     Lord  Lyttelton  he  praifes  with  great  cordiality  and 
propriety :  though,  in  this  inilance,  our  author's   opinion  is 
not  fafhionable,  we  think  it  correct  and  judicious.  Lord  Mon-- 
boddo  attacks  Dr.  Johnfon  as  feverely  as  earl  Buchan  has  late- 
ly done  in  his  Life  of  Thomfon :  now  the  lion  is  gone,  tiie 
other  bealts  of  the  foreft  may  roam  unmolefted.     But,  raillery 
apart,  they  have  attacked  his  unreafonable  feverity,  his  undif- 
tinguifhing  taile,  and  his  pohtical  prejudices,  with  great  pro- 
priety and  force.  To  lord  Monboddo,  who  we  have  laid  adores 
the  found  of  Greek,  he  was  particularly  obnoxious;  he  did  not 
underftand    this    favourite   philofophicai   language  *,    and  :he 
objetls  to  Jchnfon  what  is  true,  that  he  was  acquainted  with 
no  one  fcience-     Indeed  we  have  never  wiflied  to  conceal  our 
opinion,  that  the  extravagant  praifes  of  his  admirers  leiiened 
his  real  credit,  as  by  raifmg  him  too  high,  his  defeds  became 
more  confpicuous. 

*  But  though  I  were  able  to  praife  Dr.  Johnfon  as  ably  a« 
J^T.  Beattie  has  done,  I  am  not  at  all  difpofed  to  difplay  my  pane- 
gyrical talents  in  that  way  :  fo  far  from  that,  I  hold  that  the  praife 
and  admiration,  which  fo  many  of  the  Englifh  nation  (not  the 
whole,  nor  the  men  of  learning  and  taile  among  them),  have  be- 
llowed upon  Dr.  Johnfon,  both  alive  and  dead,  is  one  of  the  great- 


has  defcribed  it,  but  a  very  flippery  path,  down  which  men  might  have  flid  ; 
but  horfes,  efpecially  if  they  wae  loaded,  could  not  pafs,  much  kfs  elephants.- 
The  difficulties  of  the  pafTage,  which  Polybius,  as  I  have  obferved,  has  dcfcrib- 
cd  moft  accurately,  but  Livy  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  I  Ihould  not  have  under- 
ftood  him,  if  I  had  not  before  read  Polybius  :  Livy  applies  to  the  hi:ls  ac  fome 
diftance  from  this  palTagc,  and  not  to  the  pafTage  itfelf.  And  thefc  difficulties 
he  reprefcnts  as  arfurmountable ;  and  therefore,  fays  he,  Hannibal  was  obUge'd 
to  diilblve  the  i-ock,  loo-  Ucx.  high;  with  vinegar.' 

eft 
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-e(l  difgraces  that  ever  bfifel  them,  confidered  as  a  nation  of  learn- 
ing and  tafle,  and  the  riiofl  adverie  to  their  national  chara-f^er  : 
for  Dr.  Johnfon  Was  the  moR  invidious  and  malignant  man  I  have 
ever  known,  who  praifed  no  author  or  book  that  other  people  prai fed, 
and  in  private  converTation  v/as  ready  to  cavil  at  and  contradict 
every  thing  that  was  faid,  and  could  not  with  any  patience  hear  any 
ether  perfon  draw  the  attention  of  the  company  for  ever  fo  fitort  a 
time.  Now  thcchara61er  of  the  Englilh  nation  is  topraife  and  admire 
whatex^er  they  think  worthy  of  iid miration  ;  and  which  is  fo  vvcll 
known  abroad,  that  every  man,  who  thinks  he  has  any  thing  cu- 
rious to  (how  or  to  publiih,  comes  to  England.  OF  this  fo  amia- 
ble difpofition  of  the  Englifh  nation,  I  myfelf  have  had  expe- 
rience.' 

We  can  tranfcribe  no  farther^  for  the  irritable,  querulous  olct 
inan,  appears  in  the  fubfequent  attack  on  Reviewers.  It  is  the 
tehim  imbelle  fine  ic^u,  a  weaknefs  which  we  regret,  but  are  not 
angry  at.  Why  will  a  man  attack  thofe  who  are  indifferent 
about  his  refentment;  and  whd)  fpeaklng  of  authors  '  as  they 
are,*  have  not  perhaps  equalled  the  flattering  idea  which  pa- 
rental fbndnefs  had  fuggefted  ?  Indeed,  my  lord,  we  have  paid 
you  all  the  refpe6l  (perhaps  a  little  more  than  all)  which  your 
works  defervcd :  to  have  ottered  a  bribe  would  have  leflencd 
our  opinion  of  your  judgment,  and  led  to  have  doubted  the 
founilnefs  of  your  head  or  your  heart. — The  ftyle  of  Mr. 
Gibbon  he  has  attacked  with  great  fcverity  :  we  mean  not»to 
tlcfend  it  in  every  part ;  but  its  variety,  its  elegance,  its  orna- 
ments, have  rendered  it  pleafing  :  mu it  we  reject  the  Corin- 
thian column  becaufe  it  has  not  the  fimplicity  of  the  Doric,  or 
the  chailer  elegance  of  the  Ionic  order  ?  Is  beauty  confined  to 
one  fmgle  kind  of  llyle,  and  is  the  hterary  talte  to  be  churlifnly 
confined  to  lefs  variety  than  the  natural  ? 

The  fecond  book  is  on  the  didactic  ftyle ;  and  we  can  on 
this  fubjecl:  mor;;  fully  agree  with  lord  Monboddo.  The  Gre- 
cians excelled  In  works  of  the  didadtic  kind,  and  their  dialogues 
are  incomparably  the  finelt  models  of  this  fpecies  of  compofi- 
tion.  We  have  but  a  faint  image  of  them  in  the  dialogues  of 
Dr.  Hurd,  which,  from  their  political  complexion,  begin  to  be 
neglected  too  much.  Our  author  examines  and  analyfes  the 
Memorabilia.,  the  CEconomics,  and  the  Hieron  of  Xenophon, 
the  Dialogues  of  Plato,  and  different  works  of  Ariftotle,  a  phi- 
lofopher  whom  tlie  northern  judge  Idolizes,  and  whom  no  one 
who  can  underftand  his  works  will  ever  ceafe  to  admire.  As 
in  our  Review  of  the  Hiftory  of  Philofophy  we  fliall  again  recur 
to  this  fubject,  we  »hall  only  notice  two  or  three  different  paf* 
fages  from  our  author. 

The  Ityie  of  Xenophon,  he  obfcrves,  is  that  of  Attic  donver- 

f^tioni 


0/  the  Origin  and  Pro^efs  of  Language.  409? 

fatlon,  and  it  is  truly  perfe£l  of  its  kincL  When  Xenophoa 
departs  from  this  flyle  he  is  lefs  a  favourite  with  our  author :  in 
the  fpecch  of  Virtue,  in  the  Judgment  of  Hercules  from  Pro- 
dicus,  the  ilyle,  he  fays,  is  too  full  of  antithefes,  and  too 
much  varied.  But  is  this  an  error  ?  would  it  not  have  been 
•a  greater  one  to  have  given  to  each  fpeakcr  the  fame  kind  of 
language?  Befides  that  the  fpeech  of  Virtue  in  that  place  ^ap- 
pears to  have  been  copied  from  another  writer. 

'  A  man  mud  be  a  wretched  critic,'  lord  Monboddo  remarks, 
*  who  cannot  difcover  that  Plato's  Dialogues  are  poetical  pieces 
not  intended  to  pafs  for  hilliorical  fafls.'  If  we  take  the  word 
poetical  in  its  original  fenfe  of  inventive,  it  may  be  admitted. 
They  are  evidently  defigned  to  reprefent  converfations,  but  to 
rife  greatly  above  them.  As  we  purpofe  to  examine  the  con- 
ne61:ion  of  the  Platonic  Philofophy  with  the  DocSlrine  of  the 
Trinity,  in  our  review  of  Dr.  Enfield's  work,  we  Ihall  tranfcribe 
the  following  paiTage  from  our  author,  without  a  comment : 

*  His  (Plato's)  doflrineof  the  Trinity,  however,  came  to  be  pretty 
wellknownamonghisfollowersof  later  times  ;  oneof  whom,  by  name 
Amelias y  wonders  how  fo  fublime  a  theology  ihould  be  found  in  the 
works  of  a  barbarian  ;  (fo  he  calls  St.  John  the  evangeliil).  But 
I  thought  it  had  been  known  only  to  the  Platonic  philofophers  and 
thofe  of  the  Alexandrine  fchool,  till  a  learned  and  worthy  gentle- 
man of  my  acquaintance  in  London,  Dr.  Heberden,  fliowed  me  a 
paffage  in  Seneca's  Conjhlatio  ad  Helnjiamy  from  which  it  appears, 
that  it  was  known  to  the  floics.  His  words  are,  fpeaking  of  the 
misfortune  that  had  befallen  this  woman  :  *  Id  a£tum  eft,  mihi 
crede,  ab  illo,  quifquis  formator  univerfi  fuit,  five  ille  Deus  eft 
potens  omnium,  five  incorporalis  ratio,  ingentium  operum  artifex, 
,  five  di  vinus  fpiritus,  per  omnia  maxime  ac  minima,  squali  intentio- 
ne  difFufus,  five  fatum  e:  immutabilis  caufarum  inter  fe  cohcaerentiuni 
feries."  Senecae  Confol.  ad  Hel'viamt  cap.  8.  edit.  Lipfii,  p.  77. 
This  theology  with  other  fciences  came  from  Egypt  to  India,  where 
at  this  day  the  doctrine  of  the  three  perfons  of  the  Deity  in  one 
fubftance,  is  an  efiential  part  of  the  creed  of  the  Brahmins,  and 
they  call  thofe  perfons  by  the  fame  names  that  we  do,  the  Father,  the 
Son, and  the  Holy  Ghoji.  The  firft  in  their  language  is  Rama,  the  fe- 
cond  Vifnou,  and  the  third  CriJ'na.  This  faft  is  told  in  a  French 
book  written  by  one  La  Croze,  entitled  Hifioire  du  Chrijiianiffn 
des  Indes,  vol.  ii.  book  4,  p.  48.  And  he  relates  it  upon  the  cre- 
dit of  one  Manuel  Godinho.  a  Portuguefe,  who  was  in  India  in 
the  year  1663.  And  I  have  heard  the  fad  attefted  by  an  ac- 
qaaintance  of  mine  who  had  been  many  years  in  India.* 

The  flyle  of  Plato,  our  author,  on  the  authority  of  DIonyfius, 
feems  difpofed  to  cenfure :  to  Grecian  ears,  he  may  be  faid 
fometimes  %a«(i';  'f^^nv/'CfO'j  but  to  us  his  language  appears 
beautiful,  varied,  and  expreflive. 

Crit.  Rev.  N,  Ar.  (III.)  Dec.   1791.  Ff  Oa 
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On  the  fubje£t  of  Ariftotle's  Philofopliy,  lord  Monbodda  re* 
lapfes  into  his  old  habits  :  he  fees  nothing  excellent  but  what 
is  in  Ariilotle,  and  confulers  the  modern  Philofophy  as  con- 
taining only  more  numerous  fads,  '  a  great  deal  of  meafuring,. 
mechanics^  and  calculations.' — But  this  is  not  philofophy,  for 
the  term  he  confines  to  '  the  fcience  of  the  caufes  and  princi- 
ples of  things.*  Our  author  would  not  have  underftood  what 
nature  was,  if  he  had  not  read  Ariilotle,  or  been  able  to  have 
dillinguifhed  between  God  and  nature. 

*  It  is  by  Ariftoile  that  I  have  been  taaght  the  difference  be- 
twixt things  divine  and  fublunary  things  : — That  thefe  are  con- 
ftantly  changing^  but  not  without  rule  or  certain  determination  ; 
for  the  change  is  always  from  one  certain  Hate  to  another  : — That; 
things  exift  both  in  capacity  and  aftuality  ;  and  that  the  progrefs 
from  the  one  to  the  other,  is  what  we  call  motion,  which,  there- 
fore, is  fomething  more  than  capacity,  and  lefs  than  actuality.  Or* 
the  other  hand,  things  divine  are  eternal  and  unchangeable,  and 
all  the  produftions  of  the  firrt  caufe  afre  from  all  eternity  as  well 
as  their  author;  whereas  on  this  earth  the  caufes  producing  are  al- 
ways prior  in  order  of  time.  And  here  again  we  have  explained  to 
ns  a  fundamental  doftrine  of  Chriilianity,  that  the  Son  was  begot- 
ten from  all  eternity  of  the  Father  ; — a  doflrine  not  to  be  conceiv- 
ed, and  confcquently  not  to  be  believed,  by  a  man  who  has  not 
raifed  liis  thoughts,  by  the  affi fiance  of  ancient  philofophy,  from 
generation  and  produdion  of  beings  temporary  here  on  earth,  to 
the  production  of  caufes  divine  and  eternal.  Such  a  produdlion 
cannot  be  conceived  in  things  corporeal,  which  are  in  a  conftant 
viciffitude  of  generation  and  corraption,  and  therefore  have  no  per- 
manent exillcnce.  But  in  things  intelledual,  fuch  as  the  theorems 
of  fcience,  it  is  eafily  conceived  ;  for  there  what  proceeds  from 
the  caule  is  coeval  with  the  caufe,  and  both  are  eternal.  Thus 
the  corroliary  of  any  propofjtioa,  though  derived  from  the  propo- 
rtion as  its  caufe,  is  as  much  aa  eternal  truth  as  the  propofition.* 

Some  very  judicious  obfervatrons  are  added  on  the  Theology 
cf  Ariilotle,  and  various  defecls  are  pointed  out ;  but  we  fuf- 
pect  that  thefe  would  not  appear  very  interefling  to  our  readers; 
and  our  article  begins  already  to  extend  beyond  its  dellined  li- 
mits. The  ftyle  of  Ariilotle,  except  where  obfcurity  is  pur- 
pofely  fludied,  lord  Monboddo  juilly  commends* 

The  Philofophical  queries  which  follow  are  chiefly  directed 
againtl  the  fyilem  of  the  materialilfs,  with  whom  our  author 
raiilis  fir  Ifaac  Nev/toij,  and  to  ellabiifh  the  credit  of  his  be- 
loved ancients  as  philofophers.  The  lad  chapter  contains  an 
Analyfis  of  Dionyfius'  Trcatifc  on  Compofitien.  The  Iro- 
quois, it  is  faid,  '  fpeak  with  all  the  variety  of  mefody  and 
r/thm  witli  which  the  ancient  Greeks  fpoke.*  This  is,  how- 
ever. 
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^v-er,.  not  fupported  in  its  full  extent  by  rfie  obfervation  of 
Cr.  Moves,  who  had  heard  the  Iroquois  :  as  he  had  an  accu- 
rate mufical  earj  his  obfervations  are  of"  iniportancei 

'  He  told  me  that  their  acute  accent  was,  like  the  Greek,  com- 
monly confined  within  a  fifth.  But,  he  faid,  they  fometimes 
ftarted  to  an  oclave.  This>  I  fuppofe,  happens  when  they  are 
hiuch  agitated  by  pafiion,  which  naturally  niakes  men  mufical. 
They  have  alfo,  he  told  me,  the  dillinftion  of  long  and  fliort  fyl- 
lablcs,  and  in  the  ratio  of  the  long  to  the  fhort  as  two  to  ©ne,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  in  the  learned  languages:  fo  that  they  have 
tythm  in  their  languages  as  well  as  melody.  Of  the  rythm  of  their 
language,  I  was  informed  by  another  gentleman.  And  I  alf6 
heard  fomething  of  their  fyllabic  tones,  but  nothing  diflin(fily,  as 
iiiy  information  came  froin  perfons  who  had  not  a  good  ear  for 
mufic,  without  which  fuch  languages  can  neither  be  fpoken  nor 
underflood.  This  is  the  caie  of  the  Chinefe  language,  as  I  v/as 
told  by  Mr,  Beving,  an  Englllh  gentleman  who  had  been  two  and 
thirty  years  in  China,  having  been  fent  thither  \^iy  young  by  the 
Eart  India  company,  in  order  to  learn  their  lahguagci  and  fo  qua- 
lify himfelf  to  be  their  fa(Sior  at  Canton.* 

This  is  little  more  than  may  be  found  in  forne  provinces  in 
England  :  the  acute  accent  in  Corn-wall,  and  the  rythm,  are  of« 
ten  more  evident  than  Dr.  Moyes  defcribes  them  among  tl^ 
Iroquois.  It  is  indeed  fo  common  among  uncivilifed  nations  td 
fpeak  in  rythm,  that  the  late  Dr.  Blacklock  fuppofed  a  kind 
bf  recitative  to  have  been  prior^to  fpeech.  We  fhould  hardly 
liave  expecled  an  accurate  Grecian  would  have  commended  the 
anomalies  of  words  and  prcnunciatioils  in  the  more  unfettled 
seras  of  the  language.  As  well  might  an  Engliftiman  commend 
the  Anglo-Saxon  prefix  j/  as  very  convenient  in  poetry,  or  the 
li<:ences  of  honeft  Maifter  Skelton.  The  remarks  on  the  vcr- 
fification  of  Milton  are  ingenious  and  accurate  :  his  vcrfe  is^ 
however,  little  more  than  the  meafured  profe  deferibed  by  thel 
Halicarnailean; 

Such  is  nearly  the  concluding  volume  of  fhe  Origin  and 
Progrefs  of  Language,  which  we  have  read  with  great  pleafure 
and  fome  profit.  Thofe  who  will  overlook  the  garrulity  of  an 
t)ld  man,  the  enthufrafm  of  a  retired  fcholar^  or  the  prejudices 
of  an  author  confined  to  one  fubjecl:>  may  reap  much  informa- 
tion from  lord  Mbnboddo's  works.  The  allowances  to  be 
made  are  not  great;  and  when  old  age  is  rendered  refpe6labb 
by  learning,  the  younger  part  may  eiAiily  forj^ive  a  few  preju- 
dices and  a  Utile  dogmatifmi 
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The. spirit  of  General  Hijiorvy  in  a  Scries  of  LeHures^^frorh.  the 
Eighth  to  the  Eighteenth  Century  \  wheirein  is  given  a  View  of 
the  Progrefs  of  Society  in  Manners  and  Legijlation^  during 
that  Period.  By  the  Rev,  George  Thomjon.  Svo»  6s.  Boards, 
Law.     1791. 

'Tp HOUGH  Hiftdry  has  ever  been  held  in  eflimation  for  the 
-■•  ra:tional  pleafure  it  affords,  yet  its  principal  objeft  is  of  a 
nature  infinitely  fuperior  to  entertainment  -,  and  the  records  of 
pall  times  could  but  little  excite  the  attention  either  of  the  phi- 
lofophcr  or  politician,  did  they  not  furnifh  the  moft  certain 
means,  both  of  developing  the  human  character,  and  explor- 
ing the  events  of  futurity.  Thefe  are  the  great  prerogatives 
which  give  dignity  and  importance  to  hiflorical  narrative ;  and 
without  which,  the  latter  could  have  only  a  fubordinate  rank 
in  the  fcale  of  literacy  avocations.  The  author  of  theprefent 
volume,  conformably  to  the  opinion  of  all  who  have  treated  of 
the  fame  fubje6t,  difplays  the  ufefulnefs  of  Hillory  in  the  light 
we  have  now  mentioned.  His  deCgn  is  profefledly  to  ex- 
hibit fuch  a  view  of  it  as  may  ferve  the  purpofes  of  moral  and 
political  in{lru£tion ;  towards  which  end  he  juflly  confiders 
the  hiftory  of  modem  nations  as  the  bell  adapted,  though,  to 
the  ftudy  of  ihis,  the  knowledge  of  the  ancient  is  neceflary. 

After  a  variety  of  pertinent  obfervatlons,  in  the  preKminary 
Lefture,  he  proceeds,  in  the  fecond,  to  recite  the  hiftory, 
laws,  mvinncrs,  cuftoms,  and  religion  of  the  modern  nations 
of  Europe.  The  ccra  at  which  he  commences  is  near  the  end 
of  the  eighth  century,  when  Charlemagne  became  emperor  of 
tlie  Well.  But  as  an  introduftion  to  this  detail,  he  previoufly 
relates  the  caufes  of  the  decline  of  the  Roman  empire,  with  a 
general  account  of  the  people  by  whom  the  modern  nations  of 
Europe  were  founded  j  and  thefe  form  the  fubje6t  of  the  fe- 
cond LeOiure. 

In  the  third  Lecture  he  profecutes  the  fubje£l:  from  the  aera 
above  mentioned  ;  treating  of  revolutions,  governments,  man* 
ners,  religion,  cuftoms,  fciences,  and  the  Normans.  Dur- 
ing this  period,  as  our  author  obferves,  Europe  exhibited  a 
theatre  of  bloody  wars;  men  knew  nothing  but  the  feience  of 
attack  and  defence  -,  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  was  neglect-' 
cd,  and  crimes  remained  unpunifhed. 

The  fourth  Le£lure  prefents  us  with  a  Sketch  of  the  Hif- 
tory of  Eaftern  Nations  ;  Mahomet,  his  religion,  his  progrefs, 
snd  that.  x)f .  his  fucceflbrs  •,  laws,  manners,  arts,  chivalry. 
Chivalry,  as  our  author  remarks,  was,  for  many  ages,  a  con-' 
fcomitant  of  the  feudal  inftitutions  *,  and,  notwithftanding  its- 
romantic  nature  and  origin,  we  agree  with  him  that  the  polite- 
^Bcfs  and  fpirit  of  honour,  which  it  introduced  among  a  martial 
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people,  ferved  in  a  great  degree  to  abate  the  ferocity  of  the 
barbarous  ages. 

^  The  fifth  Ledure,  befides  the  ufual  fubjec^s,  gives  a  gene- 
ral account  of  the  Crufades. ;  with  regard  to  the  caufes  of 
which,  and  their  conlequences,  we  fhall  lay  before  our  rea- 
ders a  part  of  the  author's  obfervations. 

'  The  crofades  were  undoubtedly  an  imprudent  and  mad  en- 
terprize,  and  10  they  mult  appear  to  us  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury;  but  to  thofe  who  lived  in  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  cen- 
turies, they  appeared  in  a  different  light.  Men  in  the  heat  of 
paflion,  engage  in  and  carry  on  an  enierprize,  the  folly  ana  in- 
juftice  of  which,  upon  fober  refledicn,  they  condemn.  The  tafle, 
manners,  and  prejudices  of  the  middle  ages,  induced  the  Euro- 
peans to  engage  in  holy  wars,  without  ever  confidering  whether 
they  were  juft  and  advantageous,  or  the  contrary.  Many  caufes 
induced  the  Chrillians  to  take  up  the  crofs. 

*  Pilgrimages  to  the  Holy  Land  had  long  been  in  ufe,  and  con- 
fidered  as  the  moH  efFedual  means  of  faUation.  Wrong  zeal  for 
religion,  and  want  of  charity,  begot  in  the  minds  of  Chriftians  a 
hatred  of  the  Mahometans ;  and  this  was  Arengthencd  by  their  en- 
terprizes  in  Europe,  and  their  cruel  treatment  of  the  Afiatic  Chcif- 
tians.  The  Holy  Land  was  in  their  pofleffion,  and  the  Chrillians 
thought,  it  would  be  doing  an  acceptable  fcrvice  to  God,  to  take 
it  out  of  the  hands  of  infidels.  In  their  opinion,  Jefus  Chrill 
would  not  own  them  for  his  difciples,  unlefs  ihey  paid  their  de- 
votions in  the  country  where  he  was  born,  and  proflrated  them- 
felvcs  on  the  ground  where  he  was  crucified  and  buried. 

*  To  a  paflion  for  religion,  was  joined  a  paffion  for  war.  Com- 
merce, manufadures,  and  arts,  were  in  their  infancy  in  Europe  ; 
the  people  were  without  employment.     In   this  fituation  pedce 
was  difagreeable  to  them,  and  it  gave  them  pleafure  to  attend 
their  princes  in  warlike  expeditions.     The  time  of  the  crufades 
was  the  sera  of  chivalry.     Knights  loved  adventures,    and  they 
were  perfuaded  that  a  war  with  the  Mahometans  of  Afia,  would 
prefent  them  with  adventures  they  could  not  find  in  Europe.     A 
third  for  glory  and  wealth  excited  the  brave  to  take  up  the  crofs; 
and  this  third,  they  hoped,  would  be  quenched  in  Afia.     To 
fight  at  a  diftance  from  home  had  fomething  romantic  in  it,  which 
iuited  the  tafte  of  the  Europeans  of  the  middle  ages.     Afia  pre- 
fented  the  crufaders  with  the  moll  brilliant  coaquefts :  they  be- 
lieved that  vidory  would  attend  their  fleps,  and  that  they  would 
return  to  Europe  loaded  with  tiie  treafures  of  the  eaft.  .  If  a  thirft 
for  gold  carries  the  Britifh,  and  other  modern  Europeans,  to  the 
unhealthy  fhores  of  Africa,  to  Hindoflan,  and  China.     If  the 
Dutch,  to  have  liberty  to  trade  with  the  Japanefe,  trample  upon 
the  crofs ;  is  it  furprifing  that  the  anceflors  of  the  fame  nations, 
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with  fimilar  views  and  expe£lations,  ihould  have  gone  into  Ai!^ 
vearing  the  badge  of  the  crofs  ? 

*  The  church  of  Rome  was  then  all  powerF\il  in  Europe.  She 
suthorifed  Chriftians  to  take  up  the  ciofs,  and  gave  to  all  who 
'(did  fo,  an  exemption  from  what  opprefied  them  in  Europe;  now, 
Xo  men  funk  in  debt,  in  dread  of  confinement  in  a  prifon,  expofr* 
ed  to  the  infults  of  enemies,  it  would  be  thought  a  very  great  ad- 
vantage to  have  their  perfons  and  property  fecure  under  the  prq- 
tc6lion  of  the  church. 

'  To  thefe  motives,  which  no  doubt  induced  the  crufaders  tq 
tak^up  arms,  and  m^rch  for  the  recovery  of  the  Ffoiy  Land,  ihisf 
one  may  be  added.  In  thofe  dark  ages,  we  may  reafonablyTup- 
pofe,  there  were  many  guilty  of  wipked  adions,  which  deferved 
punishment,  many  profligate  finners,  to  whom  the  governors  of 
the  church  had  prefcribed  a  fevcre  penance.  The  pope  had  pub- 
lillied  a  plenary  indulgence,  or  a  pardon  for  all  crimes,  how  itur 
merous  or  heinou?  foever  they  might  be,  to  all  who  would  tike 
up  the  crofs.  Thefe  bad  charaflers  found  the  expiation  of  alj 
their  crimes  in  fuch  indulgence.  It  perfecljy  fuited  their  incli- 
nations, as  it  made  what  they  loved  moll,  namely,  \var,  plun» 
der,  conqueil,  a  duty.  If  they  fucceeded  in  their  undertaking, 
riches  in  abundance  would  enable  them  to  live  happily  in  this 
world  ;  and  if  they  died,  they  thought  themfplves  fure  of  thp 
crown  of  martyrdorn  in  the  next.  Chivalry,  fuperftitious  devo- 
tion, uncivilized  manners,  turbulent  pafiions,  deeply  rooted  pre- 
judices, vicious  habits,  thefe  concurred  to  produce  the  fam? 
efiea. 

*  The  crufades  deprived  the  kingdoms  of  Europe  of  many  of 
their  inhabitants.  This  was  hurtful  to  population,  ..nd  the  ev;l 
wpuld  be  felt  for  a  long  time.  Europe  alio  fuffered,  for  want  of 
the  fpecie  the  crufaders  carried  with  them,  ^ht  feudal  lords 
fold  or  mortgaged  their  lands,  to  defray  the  expence  of  their  ex- 
pedition, thinking  that  the  wealth  of  Afia  would  amply  indem- 
nify them  for  whatever  expence  they  might  be  at;  and  that  upon 
their  return,  they  would  be  able  to  redeem  their  lands,  or  pur- 
ichafe  by  the  fword,  a  greater  extent  of  territory  in  Afia  tl^an  they" 
poiTe/fed  in  Europe.  Thofe  who  engaged  irj  the  crufades  were 
imoiUy  the  turbulent  and  unruly,  whcfe  chief  cjelight  w^s  war 
and  plunder;  the  profligate  and  debauched,  whole  fouls  were 
ilained  with  the  fommilTion  of  many  crimes  ;  thofe  in  debt,  and 
who  had  no  vjfible  n]eans  of  paying  what  they  awed;  the  poor 
;^obility,  who  had  not  wherewith  to  fupport  their,  ran|c  ;  people 
jcalltd  gentlemen,  who  fubfifted  by  the  charity  of  the  inonalleries, 
cr  depended  for  a  precarious  fubfiftence  upqn  the  feudal  barons. 
Thofe  of  the  lowell  rank  in  fociety,  who,  for  want  of  agricul- 
ture^ manufadines,  trade,  and  commerce,  to  employ  them,  liv^d 
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in  idlenefs  and  poverty.     Europe  was  the  better  to  want  thefe,  as 
they  rather  hurt  than  promoted  the  welfare  of  fociety. 

<  The  church  was  a  gainer  by  thefe  emigrations.  She  pur- 
chafed  lands  from  the  crufaders  greatly  under  their  value  j  and, 
by  increafing  her  property,  increafed  her  power.  The  cru-faders 
were  alfo  a  means  of  increafmg  rhe  power  of  the  princes  of  Eu- 
rope, by  carrying  into  Afia  thofe  great  feudal  barons,  who  had 
given  them  much  difturbance,  and  prevented  them  from  enlarg- 
ing their  power.  Nay,  fociety  in  general  was  a  gainer;  lince 
the  crufades,  by  removing  out  of  the  way,  thofe  members  who 
wer«  continually  raifing  difturbances,  and  committing  ads  of 
cruelty,  enabled  the  weil-difpofed,  who  remained,  to  cultivate 
the  arts  of  peace,  and  promote  civilization  and  rejinement  of 
nta-rinere.  Some  of  thofe  who  returned  to  Europe,  brought,  from 
the  eaft,  a  taftc  for  the  arts  and  fcicnces.  The  fine  buildings 
they  had  feen  at  Conftantinople,  and  in  Afia,  executed  in  the 
<jr€cian  tafte,  furnifhed  them  with  the  idea  of  introducing  the 
imitation  of  them  into  the  weft,  where  the  Gothic  manner  of 
building  prevailed:;  an  architecture  without  proportion,  ordar, 
er  beauty,  in  which  flrength  and  permanency  were  only  aimed  at 
hy  the  builder.  The  crufaders  alfo  brought  from  the  eaft  fome 
of  the  writings  of  the  ancients  ;  this  was  favourable  to  learning; 
in  thofe  dark  ages,  as  it  gave  the  Europeans  a  tafte  for  the  finifti- 
ed  com.pofitions,of  the  Greeks,  and  raifed  in  them  a  defire  to  be- 
come acquainted  with  thofe  raafters  of  poetry,  hiftory,  and  elo- 
quence. The  crufades  were  alfo  fa.vourafele  to  commerce,  a^  an 
intercoarfe  was  then  opened  between  the  eaft  and  the  weft,  which 
hasi:ontinued  ever  fince.  European  merchants  attended  the  ar- 
jnies  of  the  crufaders,  and  fold  tiiem  the  commodities  of  bota 
.Europe  and  Afia,  and  brought  Afiatic  commodities  into  Europe; 
and,  from  the  gain  they  made,  found  it  would  be  greatly  to  their 
advantage  to  jcarr/  on  a  trade  with  the  nations  of  Afia,* 

The  fixtli  Le«9:'ure  treats  ai^^t  revolutions  in  kingdoms,  go- 
vernment, legiflation,  mann  .,  cufloms,  religion,  the  gene- 
ral fpirit  of  Europe  *,  fciences,  arts,  in  the  fourteenth  and 
■fifteenth  centuries.  This  was  a  period  of  remarkable  events 
in  the  hiftory  of  Europei.  The  eaftern  empire,  which  had 
hitherto  withllood  the  ravages  of  barbarians,  was  now  fub- 
verted  by  the  inundation  of  the  Turks.  The  eaftern  church 
^lifappeared  with  the  Greek  empire  j  and  the  clergy  chofe  ra- 
ther to  fubmit  to  the  Turkifli  yoke  than  to  that  of  Rome, 
The  ftorm  which  burft  upon  the  weftern  church,  began  tQ 
-gather  in  the  fifteenth  century,  under  the  condu£l  of  Wick- 
iiff  in  England,  and  of  John  Hus,  and  Jerome  of  Prague,  in 
<yeimany.  A  variety  of  abfurd  Roman  catholic  fediaries,  among 
whom  were  the  Flagellants,  fprung  up  in  the  period  under 
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review.  The  abolition  of  the  order  of  Knights  Templar  was 
one  of  the  extraordinary  occurrences  in  this  period.  Nine 
hundred  knights  were  condemned  to  the  flames  at  two  judicial 
fittings.  A  narrow,  fuperftitious,  and  abfurd  turn  of  mind, 
was  not  confined  to  the  common  people ;  but  men  eminent 
for  dignity;  men  dillinguifhed  for  knowledge,  even  whole  fo- 
cieties,  otherwife  refpedlable  for  underftanding,  were  flrong- 
ly  tinctured  with  the  prejudices  of  the  times.  A  feries  of 
fortunate  accidents,  however,  contributed  to  difpel  the  dark- 
nefs  which  now  enveloped  the  world.  The  deftrutlion  of 
Conftantinople  proved  the  means  of  importing  into  the  weft- 
em  parts  of  Europe  the  treafures  of  ancient  learning  *,  the  in- 
vention of  the  mariner's  compafs  effected  an  aftonifliing  change 
in  the  progrefs  of  navigation  and  geography ;  but  what,  more 
than  all,  conduced  to  enlighten  and  civllife  mankind,  was 
the  invention  of  printing,  difcovered  towards  the  middle  of 
the  fifteenth  century  ;  a  period  rendered  illuftrious  by  the  re- 
vival of  learning,  with  all  its  aufpicious  concomitants. 

The  feventh  Lecture  exhibits  a  general  view  of  the  fixteenth 
century,  which  comprifes  the  reformation,  with  the  confe- 
quences  of  the  difcovery  of  America.  This  period,  our  au- 
thor obferves,  prefents  the  reader  with  events  unknown  in  any 
former  age  of  the  world. 

•  Europe,  fays  he,  after  long  and  violent  convulfions,  began 
to  fettle,  and  the  din  of  war  to  give  place  to  the  mild  voice  of 
peace.     States  enjoyed  an  internal   tranquillity,  the  work  of  a 
more  enlightened  legillation.     Commerce,  extended  by  naviga- 
tion,  united  nations;   and  political  views  ftrengthened  the  union 
which  interell   had  formed.     The  manners   of  fociety  vifibly  re- 
fined, the  fine  arts  were  progreffive  to  perfedion,  and  the  fciences 
began  to  penetrate  that  thick  covering,  tinder  which   ignorance 
had  held  them  captive  for  near  fifteen  centuries.     Such  happy  re- 
volutions could  not   fail   to   produce  an    age,   fruitful   in   great 
events.      Hence  the  fixteenth  century  is,  perhaps,  the  moil  allo- 
nifiiing  age  of  any  that  has  exifted  fince  the  creationof  the  world. 
When  we  attend  to  thofe  princes  who  then  reigned  in  Europe,  we 
difcover  names  highly  dignified,  either  by  the  renown  which  they 
themfoives  acquired,  or  by  the  condu(5l  they  obferved,  or  by  the 
great  revolutions  of  which  they  were  the  caufe.     At  Conltanti- 
riople  we  behold  a  Selim,  who  united  Syria  and  Egypt   to   the 
Othman  empire,  and  put  an  end  to  the  reign  of  the  Mamalucks. 
who  had  been  in  pofTeiiion  of  the  laft  mentioned  kingdom  fince 
the  thirteenth  century.      After  him  we  behold  his  Ton,  the  great 
Solyman,  who  advanced  as  far  as  Vienna,  was  crowned  king  of 
Perfia  in  Bagdad,  the  city  of  the  ancient  caliphs,  and  fpread  ter- 
lorin  Europe  and  Afia. 
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*  We  behold,  at  the  fame  time,  Guftavus  Vafa  in  the  north, 

who  broke  the  Danifti  yoke,  under  which  the  Swedes  had  long 
grorined,  and  who,  being  chofen  king  of  Sweden,  the  avenger 
and  deliverer  of  which  he  had  been,  rendered  it  flourishing,  civi- 
lifed  it,  and  by  one  of  the  moit  important  and  difficult  revolu- 
tions, fixed  the  grandeur  of  his  country.  In  Ruffia,  John  Bazi- 
lowitz,  who  refcued  his  country  from  being  tributary  to  the 
Tartars,  deferves  to  be  ranked  amongft  the  greateft  princes;  be- 
caufe,  though  a, barbarian,  and  his  fubjeds  iUll  more  barbarous, 
he  was  the  avenger  of  his  country,  and  from  that  moment  Muf- 
covy  began  to  figure  among  the  powers  of  Europe. 

*  In  Spain,  Germany,  and  Italy,  we  behold  the  famous  Charles 
V.  who,  fovereign  of  thefe  countries  under  different  titles,  fup- 
ported  the  burden  of  Europe,  was  always  in  adion  or  negotiatioji, 
checked  the  progrefs  of  the  Turks,  made  kings,  and  at  laft,  after 
having  long  troubled  the  rcpofe  of  Europe,  abdicated  his  crowns 
in  favour  of  his  Ton  Philip  II.  retired  from  the  world,  and  fpent 
the  remainder  of  his  days  in  afts  of  religious  devotion. 

*  In  France,  Francis  I.  the  rival  of  Charles  V,  though  lefs  for* 
tunate,  was  neverthelefs  a  great  charadler  ;  glory  attended  his 
fleps;  great  in  misfortunes,  he  obtained  the  eileem  of  nations  by 
his  bravery,  and  amiable  qualities,  and  immortalifed  his  name 
by  his  love  for  the  fine  arts,  which  he  tranfplanted  from  Italy 
into  France.  Henry  VIII.  king  of  England,  notwithllanding  his 
cruelties  and  caprices,  muft  be  ranked  amongft  the  celebrated 
princes  of  the  fixteenth  century.  During  his  reign,  a  memorable 
revolution  took  place  in  the  genius,  manneis,  and  religion  of 
the  Englifh,  and  Great  Britain  learned  under  him,  to  hold  the 
balance  of  power  between  the  fovereigns  of  Europe.  At  the 
name  of  pope  Leo  X.  the  intelligent  reader  will  recall  to  mind 
an  age  celebrated  for  the  arts,  and  for  that  great  revolution, 
which,  under  him,  took  place  in  the  wellern  church/ 

The  two  remaining  Lectures  continue  the  view  of  general 
hiftory  to  the  end  of  the  feventeenth  century  ;  exhibiting,  as 
the  feveral  preceding  divifions  of  the  work,  the  religion,  go- 
vernment, legiilation,  manners,  cuftoms,  arts  and  fciences, 
of  the  different  periods.  The  author's  aim  has  been,  not  to 
dwell  upon  the  common  topics  of  hiftory,  but  to  make  the 
reader  acquainted  with  the  manners  of  mankind,  in  the  differ- 
ent ftages  of  fociety  j  and  to  point  out  the  progrefs  of  the  hu- 
man mind,  with  the  caufes  v/hich  retarded,  or  promoted,  the 
civilifation  of  European  nations.  On  the  whole,  we  think  he 
has  executed  his  defign  fuccefsfully;  difcriminating  the  feveral 
periods  by  their  peculiar  characleriftics,  and  manifefting,  in 
his  obfervations,  a  fpirit  of  philofophical  reflection.  In  point 
of  flyle,  the  work  is  void  of  affe^ation  5  and  it  promifes  to 
■7  afl-ord 
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aflxird  fatisfa£llon,  not  only  as  a  narrative,  but  as  an  exarti^c 
of  iludying  hiftory  with  the  advantage  for  vi^hich  it  vs/as  ori- 
ginally intended. 

Sermons  on    Pra^ical  Subjects,     By   Andrezv    Kipp'n,  D.  D, 
F,  R.  S.  and  S.  J,     Zvo,    6s,  Boards.  Robinfons.   1791. 

'T'HIS  volume  contains  feventeen  fermons,  on  the  follow- 
^  ing  fubje6ls.  i.  The  Advantages  of  religious  Know- 
ledge. 2.  The  Weaknefs  of  Man.  3.  The  Dignity  of  Man. 
4.  God^s  general  Provifion  for  liuman  Suftenance.  5.  God's 
perfonal  Provifion  for  human  Support.  6.  Go<l's  Omnifcience 
?.nd  moral  Government.  7.  The  Ufefulnefs  of  Prayer.  8. 
The  Charadier  and  Happinefs  of  religious  Perfons.  9.  The 
progrefTive  Nature  of  Goodnefs.  lO.  The  Characler  and 
Bleffcdnefs  of  the  Meek.  1 1.  Mutual  Agreement  in  the  Jour- 
pey  of  Life  recommended.  12.  The  Example  of  Jefus  in  his 
Youth  recommended  to  Imitation,  i'^.  The  evil  Effects  of 
a  Life  of  fenfual  Pleafure.  14.  The  Benefit  and  Reward  of 
Affli£lions.  15.  The  Advantages  and  Dif^idvantages  of  living 
to  old  Age  confidered.  16.  The  BlefTednefs  attending  the  Me- 
mory of  the  Jufl.  17.  The  Dodlrine  of  the  New  Teftament 
concerning  the  Lord's  Supper. 

From  an  advertifement  prefixed  to  the  volume  it  appears, 
that  thcfe  fermons  were  publiihcd  by  Dr.  Kipnis  in  compli- 
ance with  the  defire  of  feveral  of  his  congregation.  This  cir- 
cumftance,  he  modeilly  hopes,  will  be  a  fulHcient  apology  for 
their  public  appearance  :  and  he  adds,  that  it  will  be  a  fincerc 
fatisfaftion  to  him,  if  his  feeble  endeavours  fliall,  in  any  de- 
gree, contribute  to  promote  thofe  great  pra-ctical  purpofes 
which  ought  to  be  the  prime  aim  of  every  Chriilian  preacher. 

We  have  not  often  met  with  difcourfes  in  which  thefe  ob- 
jects appciir  to  have  been  more  uniformly  kept  in  view  \  or 
wiiich  were  better  adapted,  from  the  nature  of  the  fubjecls 
dUcufled,  and  the  manner  of  treating  them,  to  promote  a 
Chrillian  temper  and  conduft.  A  vein  of  found  fenfe,  juft 
reafoning,  liberal  fentiment,  and  ferious  ardent  piety,  runs 
through  tlie  whole. 

In  the  compofition  of  thefe  fermons,  Dr.  Kippis  has  equally 
avoided  the  method  of  thofe  declaimers,  whofe  pulpit-exer- 
cifes  are  loofe  unconnefted  harangues,  without  any  order  or 
diilinclion  of  parts  *,  and  that  fcholaftic  nicety  of  method,  as 
well  as  minutenefs  of  diviuon,  which  render  a  difcourfe  cold, 
obfcure,  and  uninteredlng.  In  each  of  them  we  meet  with 
general  divifions  of  the  fubjecl,  fuch  as  will  aflift  and  not  fa- 
♦^'.gue  the  memory ;  which  are  followed  by  praftical  advices 
Iwggefted  by  thofe  different  divifions. 
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.  The  ftyle  in  which  they  are  written  is  eafy  and  unaffected  ; 
their  language,  in  general,  chafte  and  elegant,  judicioufly  di~ 
verfified  according  to  the  different  fubjcfts.  Of  this  we  fliall 
enable  our  readers  to  form  fome  judgment,  by  prefenting  them 
with  the  following  fpecimens. 

The  firft  we  fhall  take  from  the  Difcourfe  on  the  Advan- 
tages of  religious  Knowledge,  which  docs  honour  to  the  au- 
thor's liberal  and  enlightened  views. 

*  Knowledge  is  not  only  conducive  to  our  perfonal  and  private  fe* 
licity,  but  renders  us  ufeful  members  of  fociety.  That  our  heaven- 
ly father  doth  not  intend  qs  to  feek  our  own  happinefs  only,  is 
plain  from  a  variety  of  arguments.  Nay,  he  hath  not  left  us  to 
learn  our  duty  to  our  fellow-creatures  from  the  flow  dedudions  of 
reafon;  but  hath  implanted  kind  and  tender  inftinfls  in  the  breaft, 
which  by  a  fwcet  compulfion  oblige  us  to  mourn  with  thofe  who 
mourn,  and  to  rejoice  with  them  that  rejij)ice ;  which  declare  that 
we  are  intimately  united  with  the  whole  fyftem  of  beings :  and  urge 
us  to  exert  our  endeavours  for  the  welfare  of  the  human  race.  But 
/even  our  benevolence  may  lead  us  aftray,  if  it  be  not  regulated  by 
the  didates  of  wifdom.  Shall  we  not  find  in  fad,  that  a  deluded 
ignorance  hath  often  been  fpreading  mifery  in  the  earth,  while  it 
believed  itfelf  aftuated  by  a  regard  to  the  honour  of  God,  and  the 
interefts  of  men  ?  It  is  therefore  of  the  utmoil  importance  to  ac- 
quire that  juftvyay  of  thinking,  which  will  prevent  the  mifappli- 
cation  of  our  affedions^  and  dired  them  to  their  proper  objeds. 
Beoar  abilities  and  influence  great  or  fmall,  be  our  ftation  in  life 
high  or  low,  knowledge  will  inftrud  us  to  apply  ou^feveral  talents 
in  that  manner  which  Ihail  be  moll  conducive  to  the  benefit  of  man- 
kind. It  will  alike  teach  the  fubjed  and  the  magi  Urate,  how  to 
advance  the  public  good.  Nor  will  it  merely  qualify  us  to  dif- 
charge  our  own  parts  in  fociety,  with  ufefulnefs  :  it  will  alfo  make 
U3  capable  of  advifing  and  regulating  others.  Hence  we  may  be- 
come the  lights  of  the  world  j  and  may  diffufe  thofe  beneficent 
beams  around  us,  which  fhall  fliine  on  benighted  travellers,  and 
difcover  the  path  of  reditude  and  bleflednefs. 

*  It  is,  likewife,  one  of  the  capital  advantages  derived  from 
knowledge,  that  it  tends  to  deftroy  the  bigotry  which  hath  in  all 
ages  been  fo  fatal  to  human  felicity.  That  bigotry  is  the  child  of 
ignorance,  will  bL'  evident  to  any  one  who  attentively  confiders  the 
platter.  For  were  men  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  God,  they 
wDuld  be  well  aflured,  that  an  all-gracious  Being  can  never  con- 
demn his  creatures  fpr  the  variation  of  their  opinions,  fo  long  as 
they  fmcerely  endeavour  to  find  out  his  wil|.  Did  they  underftand 
the  amiable  fpirit  of  the  gofpel,  they  would  perceive  that  nothing 
can  be  more  contrary  to  its  defign,  than  to  exclude  any  from  the 
benefits  it  propofes^  who  arc  folicitous  to  imbibe  its  temper,  and 
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comply  with  its  precq)ts.  Had  they  examined  thdr  own  hearts, 
they  woald  learn  that  while  they  are  liable  to  To  much  weaknefs 
and  error,  it  is  the  height  of  arrogance  to  judge  with  fe verity  their 
feliow-men.  Did  they  comprehend  the  real  diniculty  that  attends 
many  ^tueftions,  and  the  plaufible  things  that  may  frequently  be 
urged  on  both  fides,  they  would  be  fully  convinced  that  the  wife 
and  good  may  differ  in  their  views.  Had  they  an  acquaintance 
wilh  the  v/orld,  they  would  experience  fo  much  piety  and  virtue 
■among  perfons  of  very  oppofite  feniiments,  as  would  enlarge  their 
fouls,  and  fill  them  with  a  .varm  and  dif'uiive  charity. 

'  The  fame  knowledge  which  is  thus  happily  efFe£lual  to  drive 
away  bigotry,  puts  to  flight,  likewife,  the  meannefs  of  fuperfti- 
tion,  and  the  madnefs  (  f  enthufjafm.  It  corrects  every  unworthy 
notion  of  God  and  religion  ;  expofes  the  principles  and  pradices 
that  have  been  fo  ruinous  to  the  order  and  well-being  of  fociety  ; 
teaches  us  to  place  the  ardour  of  our  zeal  on  objeils  alone  that  de- 
ierve  it;  and  promotes  the  caufe  of  univerfal  liberty.  If  we  de- 
fire  to  behold  the  dreadful  confequences  of  ignorance  with  regard 
to  divine  things,  it  is  but  caibng  our  eyes  a  little  on  the  hiftory  of 
mankind ;  where  we  ihall  meet  with  fach  inftances  of  folly  and 
fraud,  of  barbarity,  and  perfecution  as  will  ftrike  us  with  horror* 
It  is  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  rational  opinions  in  thefe  refpefts, 
that  Great  Britain  is  the  feat  of  fo  much  tranquillity  and  focial  en- 
joyment;  that  the  facred  rights  of  confclence,  for  the  moll  part, 
are  held  inviolable ;  and  that  perfons  are  permitted  to  exert  the 
freedom  of  their  minds,  without  the  fear  of  penalties  and  tortures. 

*  It  would  be  impollible,  in  the  bounds  of  a  fmgle  difcourfe,  to 
enumerate  all  the  blcffings  th;it  flow  from  religious  knowledge. 
To  this  we  are  indebted  for  the  important  change  which  hath  been 
made  fmce  the  beginning  of  the  Reformation.  To  this  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  humanity  and  gentleneTs  of  modern  manners.  To 
this  we  arc  indebted  for  the  general  cultivation  and  refinement  of 
the  underiUndings  of  men.  It  is  owing  to  this,  that  even  arbi- 
trary governments  have  loll  fomething  of  their  original  ferocity  ; 
and  that  there  is  a  fource  of  improvement  in  Europe,  which  will, 
we  hope,  in  future  times,  (hed  the  moll  delightful  influences  on 
fociety ;  and  unite  its  members  in  peace  and  harmony.' 

Our  next  extra6l  is  a  part  of  the  author's  illuftratlon  of  the 
Beneficence  of  God,  in  his  general  Provifion  for  human  Suf- 

tenance. 

*  It  ought  not  to  be  omitted,  with  refpeft  to  the  f-veral  particulars 
we  have  touched  upon,  that  the  ability  and  fkill  which  God  hath  be- 
flowed  upon  men,  of  working  up  the  materials  of  nature  for  their  ufe, 
ffiould  be  reckoned  among  the  brightell  proofs  of  the  benevolence 
he  hath  difplayed  in  his  care  for  our  prefent  fubfiilence*  It  is  true 

that 
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that  "he  hath  thed  a  thoufand  bleflings  upon  us ;  that  he  hath  eti- 
riched  us  with  innumerable  gifts  of  his  bounty  :  but,  that  we  majr 
reap  the  full  benefit  of  them,  he  demands  the  concurrence  of  our- , 
own  activity,  diligence,  and  labour.  He  puts  the  means  of  fup- 
port  and  happinefs  into  our  hands,  and  it  lies  upon  us  to  bring  them 
to  maturity  and  perfeftion.  It  is  our  duty  to  drcfs  the  gardens, 
and  to  cultivate  the  ground  :  it  is  our  duty  to  fow  the  feeds  of  ve- 
getables, to  plant  the  trees,  and  to  lodge  the  corn  in  the  earth  :  it 
is  our  duty  to  work  up  the  flax,  the  cotton,  the  wool,  and  the  fillc, 
into  a  decent  attire,  and  to  convert  the  wood  and  the  ftone  into- 
proper  dwellings  :  it  is  our  duty  to  extrad  the  ores  from  their  beds, 
to  purge  them  of  their  drofs,  and  to  work  up  the  various  metals  to 
a  thoufand  purpofes  of  neceflity,  utility,  or  pleafmg  ornament. 
Nor  are  we  the  lefs,  but  the  more,  indebted  to  the  goodnefs  of 
our  heavenly  Father  on  thefe  accounts  ;  for  he  hereby  calls  forth 
our  wifdom,  induftry,  and  vigour;  and  engager  us  in  a  multitude 
of  employm«nte  which  highly  contribute  to  the  beauty,  order,  and 
felicity  of  life.  Hence  it  is  that  man  becomes  clofely  united  to 
man,  that  communities  are  formed,  and  that  the  intercouiTes  of 
trade  and  commerce  are  eftablifhed.  Hence  we  derive  the  ad- 
vantages and  pleafures  of  civility  and  refinement,  together  with  a 
number  of  important  and  endearing  focial  connexions. 

'  There  are,  likewife,  many  other  circumfiances  which  fliev/ 
the  kindnefs  of  our  Maker  in  providing  for  our  fubfiftence;  and  it 
vyould  be  criminal,  on  this  occafion,  to  forget  the  variety  of  the 
feafons,  and  their  admirable  fubferviency  to  our  welfare.  In  the 
fpring,  all  nature  rifes  up,  as  it  were,  from  the  grave ;  revive* 
with  innumerable  charms,  and  holds  forth  the  buds,  the  blofToms, 
and  the  pledges  of  plenty.  The  fummer  ripens  various  ufeful  pro- 
dudions,  and,  by  its  fervent  and  falutary  rays,  carries  others 
greatly  forward  toward  their  ftate  of  maturity.  Autumn  completes 
the  promifes  of  thefpring  and  the  fummer,  and  crowns  the  year 
with  the  richeft  difplays  of  the  divine  bounty.  Then  it  is  that  the ' 
copious  grain  is  cut  down  in  large  heaps  ;  then  it  is  that  the  folid 
and  durable  fruits  are  brought  to  perfedtion ;  and  then  it  i^  that  the 
halbandman  enjoys,  with  unfpeakable  gladnefs,  the  full  reward  of 
his  watchful  care  and  his  painful  toils.  Thus  a  noble  Itore  is  laid  up 
for  our  wants,  in  the  time  when  the  earth  fhall  be  divefted  of  its" 
verdure,  abundance,  and  luftre  ;  and  fhall  afTume  a  barren,  frown- 
ing, and  defolate  appearance.  Let  us  not,  however,  imagine  that 
the  winter  is  unfavourable  to  our  fupport.  Winter  coutributes  to  the 
defigns  of  our  Creator's  mercy  as  efFcflually  as  the  more  bloom- 
ing and  fmiling  feafons.  Winter  affords  a  necefTary  repofe  to  the 
cxhaulled  ground,  ftrengthens  its  vegetative  powers,  and,  while  it 
binds  it  in  frofl,  or  covers  it  with  fnovV,  prepares  the  way  for  the 
future  harveil, 
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*  The  diftribution  of  the  weather  is  a  farther  circutnftance,  whJcli 
amply  difplays  the  benignity  of  the  Almighty,  in  providing  for 
our  neceffities.  Doth  he  not  fometimes  command  his  fun  to  (hine 
for  days  and  weeks  with  all  its  force,  in  order  to  give  heat  and 
vigour  to  the  produdions  of  nature;  and,  atothet  times,  does  he 
not  fend  the  gentle  fhowers,  or  the  plentiful  rains,  to  relieve  the 
parched  and  thirlly  lands,  and  to  clothe  them  with  the  utmort  beau- 
ty and  fruitfulnefs  ?  Now,  all  this  is  done  in  fuch  a  manner, and 
with  fuch  proportions,  as  are  mod  truly  conducive  to  our  intereftsj 
though  the  foolifli  children  of  Adam  are  apt  to  complain,  and  to 
wifh  that  the  difpenfation  of  ferene  Ikies,  or  the  falling  drops,  were 
in  their  own  hands;  a  complaint  and  a  wilh  that  we  ought  the  more 
to  be  afliamed  of,  fince  the  heathen  world  was  fo  thoroughly  fcn- 
fible  of  their  abfurdity  ;  as  is  manifeft  from  the  well-known  apo- 
logue of  the  peafant,  who  requeued,  from  Jupiter,  the  manage- 
ment of  the  feafons  with  regard  to  his  own  farm,* 

The  laft  fpecimen  which  our  limits  will  permit  us  to  infert, 
we  fliall  take  from  the  Sermon  on  the  progreffive  Nature  of 
Goodnefs. 

*  This  brings  me  to  confider  the  nature  of  the  good  man's  courfe 
in  the  fpiritual  life.  And  the  nature  of  it  is  illuUraied  in  the  text 
by  a  very  beautiful  comparifon.  "  The  path  of  the  juft  is  as  thd 
fhining  light,  that  ihineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfed  day.'^ 
The  obvious  fentiment  here  held  out  is,  that  the  religious  perfon 
is  progreffive  in  his  attainments ;  that  he  rifes  from  fmall  begin- 
nings, and  t^nds  upwards,  till  he  arrives  to  the  higheft  flate  of 
excellence  and  fplendour.     Let  us  confider, 

*  Firrt,  The  comparifon  of  Solomon,  as  reprefenting  the  cha- 
rafler  of  the  upright  at,  and  a  little  after,  their  entrance  upon  the 
ways  of  holinefs.  During  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  the  face  of 
things  is  involved  in  obfcuriiy  and  confufion;  and  continues,  for 
a  while,  difagreeable,  dangerous,  and  dreadful.  But,  at  lengthy 
a  ftreak  of  light  dawns  in  the  eaft,  which,  gradually  increafmg^ 
unfolds  ftill  more  and  more  the  beauties  of  the  creation*  Jn  time^ 
the  fun  begins  to  appear,  exhibits  part,  and  then  the  whole  of  it^ 
refplendent  orb,  mounts  by  degrees  in  the  heavens,  and,  as  it  ad- 
vances in  its  career,  throws  frefh  glory  on  the  objsdls  of  nature. 

*  Is  it  not  thus  in  the  openings  of  the  divine  life?  Perhaps  it 
has  been  the  unhappincfs  of  the  man  who  may  now  be  defervedly 
numbered  among  the  juft,  that  he  was  formerly  in  fubjcdlion  to 
ignorance  and  vice.  He  was  a  flave  to  evil  habits  and  affe6lions/ 
and  ftood  obnoxious  to  a  fentence  of  condemnationi  But  at  laft,- 
through  the  blefTing  of  the  Almighty,  on  the  inftradions  of  facred 
wifdom,  religion  dawns  upon  his  foul.  He  isconvincedof  the  error 
and  the  danger  of  his  ways.    He  fees  things,  in  fome  ©eafure,  in 

8  iheaj 


Klppis^s  Sermons*  423 

their  genuine  colours,  and  begins  to  go  on  in  the  true  path.  Hia 
Courfc  will  not,  however,  at  hrlt,  be  fo  bright  and  To  pure  as  it 
ought  to  be,  and  as  it  will  hereafter  be.  The  work  of  piety  and 
\:irtue,  even  when  the  beginning  of  it  may  be  diftindly  marked,  is 
not  carried  inftantaneoully  to. perfection.  When  a  perfon  has  real- 
ly devoted  himfiflf  to  the  cultivation  of  religious  truth,  and  the 
pradlice  of  righceoufnefs,  he  may  have  many  difficulties  to  ilruggle 
with,  which  cannot  be  conquered  without  much  pains,  and  whicli 
can  only  be  furmounted  by  flow  fteps.  He  is  enlightened  indeed, 
bat  the  light  is  faint  and  feeble.  There  is,  no  doubt,  a  very  con- 
fiderable  difference  in  this  refped  ;  and  fome  will  make  an  abun- 
dantly quicker  prog-efs  in  the  divine  life  than  others  do.  Some  fhall 
have  fuch  powerful  convictions,  and  fuch  enlarged  views,  with  re- 
gard to  moral  and  eternal  concerns,  as  to  have  a  fpeedy  change 
produced  in  their  temper  and  conduct ;  while  otheis  are  far  longer 
in  getting  the  better  of  their  evil  habits.  Thus  the  fun  (hall  at  one 
time  arifein  all  the  fplendour  he  is  capable  of,  without  being  ihorn 
of  his  beams  by  milh  and  clouds ;  while  at  another  time  the  mills 
and  clouds  ihall  hang  fo  pertinacioufly  in  the  air,  that  it  will  not 
be  in  his  power  todifperfe  them  till  late  in  the  morning. 

*  There  are,  likewife,  perfons  who  cannot  exaftly  trace  the 
beginnings  of  virtue  in  their  Jiinds.  Such  is  the  cafe  of  tbofe  who 
have  been  brought  up  early  in  the  ways  of  goodnefs,  and  who, 
by  the  bleffing  of  God  on  their  pious  education,  have  never  fen- 
fibly  deviated  from  the  right  courfe.  Still,  however,  with  regard 
to  thefe  perfons,  muH  not  their  improvement  in  piety  be  necefTari- 
ly  a  gradual  thing?  Their  firft  exiftence  was  little  more  than  an 
animal  exiftence,  and  the  dawnings  of  reafon  and  virtue  in  them 
will  be  flow,  gentle,  and  fucceffiVe.  Though  they  cannot  pre- 
cifely  fpecify  the  openings  of  religion  in  their  fouls,  the  principles 
of  it  jnuH,  notwithllanding,  be,  for  a  while,  comparatively  weak, 
and  mull  increafe  by  fmall  degrees.      But, 

*  Secondly,  we  may  confider  the  comparifon  of  the  text  as  repre- 
fcnting  the  path  of  the  jull  in  its  beautiful  and  agreeable  progrefs, 
after  the  firft  difTiculties  have  been,  in  a  great  meafure,  conquered. 
When  the  fun  hath  gotten  above  the  horizon,  and  hath  diflipate4 
the  fogs  that  interrupted  or  obfcured  its  appearance,  it  advances  in 
the  heavens  with  augmenting  lullre  and  msjefly.  Its  light  grows 
every  minute  mere  llrong  and  more  vivid,  and  its  influence  is  ftill 
greater  and  greater  in  cheering,  adorning,  and  fruftifying  the 
earth.  So  the  good  m.an,  having  acquired  right  principles  and 
difpofitions,  and  having  obtained,  in  a  certain  degree,  the  domi- 
nion over  his  wrong  afft-clions,  will  be  daily  advancing  in  the  vir- 
tuous life.  His  knowledge  of  divine  objeds  will  continijally  be- 
come more  clear,  jull,  and  extcnfive.  His  piety  will  mount  on 
fublimer  wings,  and  rife  to  a  nobler  elevation.     Hii  obedience  to 
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the  will  of  his  Maker  will  be  increafmg  in  fincerity,  aftivity,  and 
fruitfulnefs.  His  lefignation  to  the  difpenfations  of  Providence  will 
grow  more  calm,  fteady,  and  joyful.  His  benevolence  to  his  fel- 
low creatures  will  perpetually  improve  in  its  fervour,  enlargement, 
and  utility.  His  felf-government  will  advance  in  regularity,  uni- 
formity and  vigour ;  his  moderation  be  Hill  better  known  unto  all 
men  ;  his  patience  carry  on  its  work  towards  completion  ;  his 
meeknefs  ailume  new  graces;  and  his  fortitude  be  difplayed  with 
quickened  ftrength  and  firmnefs.  Thus,  Hkewife,  will  he  pro- 
ceed with  regard  to  all  the  parts  and  offices  of  the  religious  cha- 
racter.- He  will  not  imagine  that  he  hath  already  attained,  or 
that  he  is  already  perfeft,  but  will  be  prelTing  onwards  to  the  fum- 
mit  of  excellence.  His  courfe  will  have  a  beautiful  progreflion,  and 
will  be  advancing,  by  fuitable  degrees,  to  the  utmoft  pitch  of  rec- 
titude, glory,  and  bleffednefs.* 

Of  the  fermons  in  this  volume,  the  firft,  twelfth,  and  fix- 
teenth,  were  publiflied  fcparately  many  years  ago.  They  are, 
however,  deferving  of  a  better  fate  than  commonly  attends 
fingle  difcourfes,  and  are  very  properly  added  to  this  collection. 
The  lalt  difcourfe,  on  the  Lord's  Supper,  has  been  printed  at 
different  times,  in  order  to  be  giy^^n  away-  We  think  it  ad- 
mirably adapted  to  remove  the  objeClions  which  have  prevent- 
ed many  ferious  and  wdl-difpofed  minds  from  obferving  that 
rite  of  our  holy  religion  ;  as  well  as  to  correct  the  mifconcep- 
tions  which  fuperltition  and  enthufiafm  have  formed,  of  an 
a61:  which  is  fimple,  rational,  and  beautiful  in  its  defign ;  at 
the  fame  time  that  it  is  eafy  and  unexceptionable,  confidered. 
as  a  poficive  injunction.  This  difcourfe  is  added  to  the  pre- 
fent  volume,  at  the  requeft  of  a  learned  and  refpeCtable  cler- 
gyman of  the  church  of  England. 

^he  Juthentic  Memoirs  and  Sufferings  of  Dr.  JVilUam  Stahl,  a 
German  Phyjician.  JVrittcn  by  Himfelf  at  his  Inlargement  in 
1789.   Tranjlatedfrcm  the  German,  I2wd?.  2i,  Barker.   1791. 

A  T  a  time  when  the  fplrit  of  liberty  has  proceeded  fo  far,  in 
-^^  one  of  the  mofl  defpotic  governments  in  Europe,  as  to 
overturn  the  eftabiifhed  conftitution  of  the  country,  it  would, 
be  furprifing  if  other  nations,  groaning  under  an  equal,  or  yet 
greater  degree  of  oppreffion,  fhould  not  be  roufed,  by  fuch  aix 
example,  to  aflert,  at  leaft,  a  freedom  from  fuch  grievances  as 
are  utterly  repugnant  to  humanity.  The  Baftile  of  France, 
notwithflanding  all  its  horrors,  was  never,  perhaps,  to  be 
cx)mpared,  in  the  rigor  of  ufurped  jurifdi6lion,  with  the  court 
of  inquifition,  in  Spain  •,  and  that  of  Portugal,  at  the  fettlement 
of  Goa,  in  the  Eaft  Indies.    Thefe  tremendous  tribunals  have 
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tontlnucd  for  ages  the  difgrace  of  human  fentiment  and  ecclc- 
fiaftical  tyranny.  In  thefe  memoirs,  which  appear  to  he  au- 
thentic, we  are  prefented  with  the  narrative  of  a  tranfa6lion, 
tiie  moll  iniquitous  and  oppreflivc,  perpetrated  by  the  agents  of 
a  O.nguinary  priellliood,  under  the  .pretext  of  zeal  for  religion. 
The  circumftances  of  this  extraordinary  cafe  are  briefly  a  fol- 
low: Dr.  William  Stahl,  an  eminent  phyfician  at  Goa,  having 
gained  the  affe£lion  of  a  beautiful  young  widow,  named  Don- 
na Maria,  whom  Francifco,  a  hoh  Father,  had  endeavoured, 
in  vain,  to  corrupt ;  the  latter,  acluated  by  jealoufy  and  re- 
venge, relblved  on  the  deftruilion  of  his  rival ;  to  efted:  which 
purpofe,  he  took  advantage  of  an  incident,  thus  related  by  the 
author. 

*  Every  l?ody  knows  that  phyficians  and  priefts  frequently  mee 
an  the  difcharge  of  thek  refpecUve  duties ;  I  was  one  morning  fsnt 
for  to  the  houfe  of  Don  Pec^ro  SartiS'va  to  pri^fcribe  .for  his  fon, 
who  was  afHidlcd  with  a  dangerous  d  forder.  Upon  my  arrival  at 
.this  nobleman's,  I  found  father  Francifco  fitting  by  my  patient's 
bed  fide.  The  young  mm  was  holding  an  ivory  image  of  the  f^ir- 
■^in  in  his  hand,  which  he  kiiied  fever?d  times.  As  the  nature  of 
\\\&  diforder  required  him  to  be  bled.  I  fent  for  a  f.irgeon,  who 
came  immediately,  and  was  preparing  to  act  accordmg  to  my  di~ 
jedlions  ;  but  obferving  that  the  young  man  would  not  ceafe  lick- 
ing and  hugging  the  image  of  the  Virgin,  to  the  great  hindrance 
of  the  furgeon,  I  advifed  him  to  lay  it  afide^  left  it  (hould  be  ftained 
with  his  blood,  or  become  troublefonie  in  the  operation.  I  had 
no  fooner  uttered  thefc  words  than  father  Francifco  left  the  room 
with  an  air  of  indign^-tion,  and  making  the  fign  of  the  crofs,  as  if 
he  had  been  in  the  clutches  of  the  devil.  In  fpite  of  the  folemn 
gravity,  infeparable  from  a  g  -od  profe.Tor  of  the  healing  art,  this 
itrange  behaviour  of  tne  monk  tickled  fo  much  my  fenfe  of  ridicule, 
that  I  could  not  tielp  laug  nng  m^ii  heartily,  in  which  my  honeft 
friend  the  lurgeon  imitated  my  exam;  h,  to  fuch  a  degree  as  mad? 
iill  the  houfe  Ihake  with  the  roar  of  our  voice. 

'  Tne  young  patient,  difpleafed  at  our  mirth,  which  I  own  was 
rather  unfeafonable,  ftarted  up  in  a  fit  of  devout  frenzy,  afking 
whether  we  were  Uhrillians  or  Jews,  to  infult  his  father  confeiTor 
by  fuch  irreverent  and  immodeft  proceedings  ?  I  anfwered  him  with 
great  coolnc.fs  and  compofure,  that  we  refpedted  Father  Francifco 
as  a  minifter  of  the  church,  but  could  not  forbear  thinking  his  ab- 
furd  deuarture  and  the  geftures  he  maae  ejrtremely  ridiculous.  The 
young  man,  diflatisficd  with  our  reply,  hugged  again  his  ivory 
Virgin,   and  defired  us  both  to  withdraw. 

*   We  inilantly  complied  with  hjs  requeft,  and  had  not  gone  fifty  ' 
or  fixty  yards,  when  a  fervant  in  livery  overtook  u§,  gnd  delivered 
;i  note  into  my  hand  to  the  following  purport: 

Crit.  Rev.  N.  Ar.  (III.)  ^,^."1791.      G  g         '  Trembl? 
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*'  Tremble  ye  heretics— ^Avaunt  ■—  Be  gone  !  !  1  —  Enough  of 
your  profanation  !— ^Our  holy  mother  the  church  will  foon  uke 
vengeance." 

In  confequence  of  this  intimation,  and  by  the  advkc  of 
Donna  Maria,  Dr.  Stahl  was  preparing  to  quit  the  place,  and 
return  to  Europe,  when  he  v/as  apprehended  by  the  ofRcers  of 
the  court  of  inquifition,  and  cait  into  the  prifon  belonging  to 
that  infamous  tribunal.  After  feveral  examinations,  and  a  ri- 
gorous confinement  during  four  years,  he  happily  efcaped  from 
being  committed  to  the  flames  at  an  auto  de  fe  \  and  the  whole 
of  his  fortune  being  confifcated,  he  was  baniflied  the  country. 

The  prifon  of  the  inquifition  is  defcribed  in  the  fubfequent 
terms : 

*  The/*ecretary  made  an  inventory  of  every  thing  taken  from  me* 
he  alTured  me  that  if  I  fhould  recover  my  liberty,  every  thing 
would  be  faitlifully  rcftored  to  me. 

*  The  inventory  being  ready,  the  alcade  took  me  down  flairs, 
and  led  me  through  a  fpacious  yard,  to  the  prifon  of  the  inquifi- 
tion. They  confill  of  feveral  feparate  buildings  of  two  llories,  with 
n  yard  to  each  ;  every  flory  has  a  gallery,  divided  into  feven  or 
eight  rooms  or  dungeons  ;  each  meafuring  ten  fquare  feet ;  and  tho 
number  of  thefe  rooms  amounts  to  two  hundred. 

*  Some  of  the  galleries  are  quite  dark,  having  no  window,  and 
receiving  light  through  the  door  only,  which  is  commonly  fhut  ; 
thefe  dark  dungeons  are  likewife  fmaller  and  lower  than  the  reft. 

*  Excepting  thefe  dark  cells,  all  the  reft  ar«  fquare,  and  vault- 
ed, painted  clean,  and  receive  light  through  a  little  grated  win- 
dow, which  does  not  Ihut,  and  which  the  talleft  m^n  cannot 
reach, 

'  The  walls  of  thefe  dungeons  are  every  where  five  foot  thick  ; 
each  dungeon  has  two  doors,  one  from  within,  and  the  other  from 
without  ;  that  from  within  is  divided  in  two  halves,  it  is  ftrong, 
full  of  large  iron  nails,  and  the  lower  half  of  it  is  ftiut ;  there  is  a 
little  window  at  the  top,  through  which  the  prifoners  receive  their 
ilaily  allowance,  their  linen,  and  other  things ;  this  window  is 
locked  with  a  key,  and  has  two  ftrong  iron  bolts. 

*  The  door  from  without  is  not  fo  ftrong  nor  fo  thick  as  the 
other,  but  it  is  whole,  and  without  any  opening  ;  it  is  ufually  left 
open  from  fix  till  eleven  in  the  morning,  that  the  wind  may  pafs 
into  the  dungeons  and  purify  the  air  j  at  all  other  times  of  the  day 
it  is  regularly  and  clofely  (hut. 

*  Every  prifoner  receives  an  earthen  pitcher  full  of  water  to  waft^ 
hlmfelf;  another  pitcher,  called  gurguleta,  likewife  full  of  water 
\Q  drink,  with  a  pucaro  or  cup,  made  of  terra  ftgillata,  which  is 
yery  common  at  Goa,  and  refrefhes  the  water  wonderfully,  if  it  be 
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left  in  it  for  fome  time.  They  alfo  receive  a  broom  to  Avecp  th^ 
dungeon,  a  mat  to  fprcad  on  the  floor,  when  they  lay  down,  and 
a  large  b.'.fon  to  receive  all  the  excrements  and  dirt,  which  is  emp- 
tied every  four  days,  covered  with  another  pot. 

*  The  prifoners  are  fed  after  the  manner  of  the  country  ;the 
blacks  get  rice,  a  little  fried  fifh,  and  rice  water  to  drink  :  the 
whites  have  the  fame  fare,  except  on  Thurfdays  and  Sundays,  when 
a  little  meat  is  allowed  them  for  dinner  only.- 

We  (hall  purfue  no  further  the  detail  of  this  affecting 
narrative ;  but  only  inform  our  readers,  that  it  contains  fuch 
an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Inquifition,  as  muft  ex-. 
frite,  in  every  humane  breaft,  a  defire  for  the  abolition  of  that 
pdious  and  fhameful  tribunal. 

Moderate  Politics,  dei'dcd  to  Britons,  lima.  35.  fezucd,  Walter, 

1791. 

A  MIDST  the  conflidt  of  political  antagonifts,  who  main* 
"^^  tair  their  oppofite  fyftems  with  the  ufual  warmth  of 
controverfy,  the  opinions  of  a  temperate,  candid,  and  judicious 
writer,  feem  to  merit  the  attention  of  the  public.  Of  this  de- 
fcription  is,  undoubtedly,  the  author  of  the  production  now 
before  us.  On  the  mifcellaneous  rubje6ts  of  v/hich  he  treats, 
his  obfervations  are,  in  general,  marked  with  a  degree  of  dif- 
cernment  and  good  humour,  that  ilrongiy  recommend  him  to 
our  regard.  His  conceptions  of  the  different  forms  of  governr 
ment  are  agreeable  to  the  principles  of  found  policy;  and  at 
the  fame  time  that  he  difapproves  of  violent  innovations,  he 
maintains  the  expediency  of  the  reform  of  all  abules  which 
affect  the  intereils  of  the  itate.  With  refpecl  to  the  excel- 
lence of  the  Britjlh  conftitution,  he  makes  the  following  juit 
obfervations : 

•  In  our  own  country,  the  experience  of  near  a  thoufand  years, 
(for  the  flirewd  government  of  Cromwell  was  too  fimilar  to  bs 
deemed  an  exception)  has  fuiRciently  rivcttcd  the  benefit  in  the 
hearts  and  underftanding  of  the  Engliih,  ever  to  fuffer  them  long 
to  reft  without  their  king.  The  Scots  have  even  a  deeper  rooted 
attachment  than,  ,this  in  point  of  time, — and  the  two  kingdoms 
have  united  together  for  nearly  two  centuries  under  one  ki.ig,  and 
nearly  one  century  under  the  fame  government,  wi:h  increafing  and 
Hill  promifing  advantage. 

*  Though  experience  is  fully  fatisfa<5lory,  yet  in  an  age  of  po-s 
liiical  theory,  and  of  appeals  from  our  own  to  other  governments, 
as  more  excellent,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  confidcr  wherein  the 
Dritifti  bafis  feems  the  deeped  laid. 

?  The  Qonftiiuent  power  has  ever  refidsd  with  the  people,  though 
G  g  2  in 
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in  fome  reigns  they  have  allowed  a  capricious  king  to  affign  over 
the  people  like  lands  by  will :  but  it  was  ever  the  rignt  of  the 
people,  and,  if  they  chofe  it,  doubtlefs  in  iheir  power  to  change 
the  fucceflion  Providence  h?ts  happily,  in  pity  to  mank  nd,  giv- 
ing thofe  of  lowefi:  degree,  who  compofe  the  bulk  of  a  ftate,  that 
natural  difpofition  to  content,  which  leads  them,  when  honeftly 
left  to  themielves,  to  acquiefce  in  that  mode  of  fucc  flion  wnich 
wifer  men  than  themfelves  rr con  mend  for  the  general  good.  This 
v.'ifdora  has,  in  the  firft  place,  adopted  mon;:rchy  ;  fecondly,  de- 
clared it  to  be  hereditary ;  thirdly,  given  it  proper  checks,  by- 
means  of  a  fc  lemn  oath  at  inauguration  ;  fourthly,  provided  for 
the  fecurity  of  the  monarch's  perfon,  by  deeming  every  hurtful 
adt  apparently  done  by  him,  as  the  adl  of  his  minifler,  and  mak- 
ing that  minifter  anfwerable ;  fifthly,  by  furnifhing  handfome 
means  to  fupport  his  dignity,  and  to  fupply  him  with  fuch  reaibn- 
able  indulgences  as  may  relieve  hi.'?*mind  amid  the  fatiguing,  though 
neeaful  concerns  of  his  oHice  ;  fixthly,  it  has  given  him  the  ap- 
pointment and  difmifliijn  of  all  his  niinifters  ;  fcyenihly,  it  a. lows 
him  the  prerogative  or  right  of  fending  and  receiving  ara'.'a0adors  ; 
eighthly,  that  of  declaring  war  or  making  feace;  ninthly,  the 
right  of  checking  an  adt  of  the  lords  and  commons,  but  with  a  re- 
medy againll  the  dangerous  abufe  of  it.  We  might  go  on  to  enu- 
mer.ite  many  other  branches  of  royal  prerogative,  but  it  may  be 
fufncient  to  have  noticed  the  above  mentioned.  It  is  indeed  a  part 
of  the  conftitution  not  clearly  defcribcd  in  all  its  branches,  and  as 
^he  people  have  always  a  remedy  againft  lerious  oppreffion  ready  at 
liand,  it  feems  a  more  generous  mode  of  proceeding  to  indulge 
mutual  confidence,  which,  unabuftd,  will  improve  afFed^ion,  ra- 
ther than  by  too  llridl  definition  of  rights  to  betray  miflrufl.* 

It  has  lately  been  maintainpd  by  fome  political  writert,  with 
great  vehemence,  and  even  ;i  feditious  kind  of  triumph,  that 
no  people  has  a  right  to  render  their  laws  binding  on  pofterity. 
Our  author  having  taken  a  curfory  view  of  this  fubjed:,  his 
Tentiments  refpe6ting  it  are  worthy  of  being  prefented  to  our 
readers.     He  thus  proceeds : 

'  The  refolution?  then  pafled,  (at  the  revolution  in  1688)  and 
declared  binding  on  poflerity,  were  not  meaned  to  infmuate  that 
any  age  had  a  right  to  legiflate  for  a  fucceeding  one  ;  had  fpch  a 
right  exifted,  the  laws  of  the  earliefl  age,  however  inconvenient, 
would  be  binding  on  all  pollerity,  — and  probably  enjoying  as  we 
do,  and  as  our  defccndants  may  flill  more,  the  blefTmgs  of  a  high- 
ly civilized  ftate,  we  Ihall  not  be  willing  to  return  to  that  point 
.  y/hen  this  claim  was  originally  fet  up, — Taking  it  therefore  on  the 
queftion  of  right,  the  right  clearly  remains  with  every  fucceeding 
generation  ;  on  the  ground  of  expediency  the  cafe  is  altered.  Th^t 
the  meafures  of  the  revolution  were  expedient,  appears  very  ftrong- 
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1y  from  the  circumftanccs  of  the  cafe.  King  James  had  deferted, 
or.  as  we  prefer  the  bitter  term,  abdicated  the  throne  ; — How  was 
it  to  be  filled  conditutionally?  By  his  fon,  with  a  regency  during 
minority :  but  the  birth  of  the  fon,  however  fince  clear,  was  at 
that  time  dubiou?,  — and  theinfint  features  could  give  no  evidence 
adequate  to  the  ilrong  ground  for  fufpicion  enteitained.  The  con- 
fequence  was  of  the  higheft  importance.  Who  came  next  in  fuc- 
ceflion  ?  The  princefs  Mary  ;  but  her  hufband  declared  againrthcr 
enjoying  even  political  fupcriority  over  him  ;  and  it  mufl:  be  con- 
feflVd,  that  the  queftlon  of  expediency  ran  here  very  ftrong, — for 
rotwithftanding  the  pHnce  of  Orange's  feeming  indifference,  a 
refufal  of  the  crown  in  his  own  right  had  probably  made  him  a 
warm  enetny.     He  underllood  the  maxim, 

Volto  ftiolto,  penfieri  ftretti  : 

An  open  countenance,  clofe  thoughts  i 

and  however  cool  his  countenance,  he  had  probably  the  fire  of  am- 
bition kindled  at  that  moment  on  the  altar  of  his  heart.  It  is  not 
to  be  fuppofed,  that  an  obedient  wife  would  have  affomed  the  crowa 
without  him  ;  where  then  went  the  next  offer  ?  To  the  princefs 
Ann  of  Denm  .rk  ;  by  the  fucceffion  which  afterwards  took  place, 
}t  is  probable  that  the  prince  of  Denmark  would  not  have  infilled 
on  the  joint  power  with  his  wife  ;  nor  had  he  that  perfonal  merit 
with  the  people,  which  William  m-ght  juftly  affume*  The  earlier 
reign  of  Ann  would  then  have  been  more  regular, — but  her  un- 
fettled,  thotigh  well-meaning  temper,  had  perhaps  then  ihewn  it- 
felf,  and  made  her  affedlion  to  her  father  reafonably  to  be  dreaded 
in  its  political  confequences,  which  indeed  not  a  little  convulfed 
the  kingdom,  when  exerting  itfelf  after^v-ards  in  favour  of  an  un- 
feen  brother.  Surely  then  we  may  venture  to  pronounce  the  revo- 
lution wife  in  all  its  a6ls,  if  we  may  underftand  the  dechiration  of 
their  binding  after-ages,  in  the  le(s  ftrift  fenfe  of  binding  on  their 
Circumfpei'iion  and  attention,  and  not  binding  their  hands.  This 
fenfe  will  be  equally  a  reftraint  on  our  politics  in  an  age  of  re-' 
fle6live  and  profpe<Sive  wifdom,  without  a  fcrvile  facrifice  of  Our 
mental  liberties  to  a  departed  age, — lefs  fully  experienced,  and  by 
confequence  lefs  enlightened  than  our  own  :  though  there  may  vet 
be  in  the  lower  ranks  many  whofe  patriotifm  would  exult  in  the 
fame  ftrain  on  the  revolution  anniverfary  with  a  good  hearted  wo- 
man, who  drank  **  to  the  immortal  memory  of  king  Wiiham,  who 
delivered  us  from  popery,  flavery^,  and  all  that's  great  and  glo- 
rious.'* 

In  the  fubfcquent  dlvifions  of  the  wOrk,  the  author  treats 
of  church,  law,  military,  commercial,  literary  eftablinuTients, 
and  perfonal  conduft  ;  on  which  we  meet  with  fenfible,  fre- 
quently ingenious  obfervations  ;  and  the  whole  is  fuch  as  juft-* 
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ly  entitles  the  author  to  the  moderate  chara£ler  wJiicli  he 
afilimes. 

Memo  lis  of  the  late  Rev.  John  tVcflcy^  A.  M.  ivith  a  Review  of 

hii  Life  and  fVritingSy  and  a  Hijicry  of  Methodifm^from  its 

Commencement  in  1729,  to  the  prefent  Time,  By  John  Hamp- 

fon,  Ji  B.     Svo.     I2s.  fewed.     Johnfoii;      1791. 

'T^HE  biography  of  a  p<?rfon  who^  during  upwards  of  half  a 

century,  made  a  corifiderable  figure  on  the  theatre  of  life, 

a  man  extraordinary  iri  his  own  character,  and  the  founder  of  a 

new  fe£l;  in  religion,  needed  not  the  apology  whieh  the  author 

cf  thcfe  Mciiioirs  has  thought  proper  to  prefix  to  them.    Such 

a  work,  candidly  executed,  mull,  on  the  contrary,  be  a  defirable 

Obligation  conferred  on  the  public.     It  Was  natural  to  expedl 

that  various  opinions  would  be  formed  of  this  fmgular  man  5 

that  many  mifreprcfentations  would  be  publiflied  after  his  de- 

ceafe  ;  that  his  opponents  would  not  fcruple  to  brand  his  name 

with  obloquy,  nor  his  friends  fail  to  embalm  it  with  the  moil 

fulfome  Encomiums.     To  avoid  thcfe  extremes  has  been  the 

laudable  endeavour  of  Mr.  Hampfon. 

The  contents  of  the  title-page  are  dilated  into  the  following 
topics,  viz. 

*  Mifcellaneous  Articles  rehitive  to  the  Family.  Of  Samuel 
Wefiey  the  younger.  Of  Charles  V/cflcy,  A.  M.  Of  John 
Wefloy,  A  M.  Origin  of  Mcihodifm.  Mifiion  to  America.  Ar- 
rivd  in  England.  Convcrfion  and  Journey  to  Kernhuth  and  Ma- 
rienhurn.  Return  to  England,  and  commencement  of  Itinerancy 
and  Ficld-prcachingi  Mrs.  Wedey's'Dcath  and  Chr.ra6ler.  Dif- 
ference hetvveen  the  Brothers  on  the  Dcftrine  of  AfTurance.  Pro- 
grcfs  of  Mcthodifm.  ^.'Icthodifm  in  North  America.  Execution 
of  the  Deed  of  Declaration  in  i  784.  Confecration  of  Bilhops  and 
Ordination  of  Prieib  for  America  by  Impofition  of* the  Hands  of 
Mr.  Wefiey.  Progrcfs  of  Mcthodifm  in  America  continued.  Ob- 
ftrvations  on  the  Origin  and  Progrcfs  of  Methodifm.  Of  the 
Printiplcs  of  Methodifm.  Of  the  Methodifdc  Difcipline.  Reafons 
fot-  interfering  with  the  Clergy.  Of  Preaching  extempore,  and  in 
the  open  /iir>  On  the  Influence  of  Methodifm.  Controverfy  be- 
tween Mr.  Wefiey  and  others.  Of  his  Writings  in  general.  A  Re- 
view of  his  Charader.  His  lad  Sicknefs  and  Death,  Lafl  Will 
and  Teftamcnt.' 

This  ample  outline  is  fo  completely  filled  by  its  induftrlous 
author,  that  an  abridgment  of  its  particulars,  however  minutej 
would  far  exceed  our  limits.  The  work  is  extremely  intereft- 
ing  to  thcfe  who  are  defirous  of  information  on  the  fubje(£l:  it 
prefcnts.  As  a  great  part  of  it  is  derived  from  Mr.  Wef- 
9  ley's 
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ley^s  journals,  and  from  other  productions,  we  may  be  iex* 
cufed  from  entering  fo  largely  into  detail,  as  if  the  particu- 
lars were  wholly  original.  We  muft,  therefore,  be  content 
with  briefly  ftating  the  leading  points  of  this  hiftory,  and  ex- 
trailing  only  fuch  anecdotes  as  arc  new  or  fcarce. 

Mr.  John  Wefley  was,  accordii^g  to  his  own  account,  born 
on  June  21,  1703,  at  Epv^orth  in  Lincolnfhire  ;  of  which  place 
his  father  was  the  minifter.  At  an  early  age  he  was  removed 
to  the  Charter-Houfe,  and  thence  to  Chrift-Church  :  having 
taken  up  his  firfl  degree  in  arts,  he  was  in  1724  ele£l:ed  fellow 
of  Lincoln-College,  and  proceeded  to  the  decree  of  A.  M.  in 
1726.  Here  he  refided  as  a  tutor  till  1735.  His  firft  religious 
impreflions  he  afcribcd  to  bifhop  Taylor's  Rules  for  Holy  Liv- 
ing and  Dying,  to  Stanhope's  Kempis,  and  to  Law's  Serious 
Call  and  Chrillian  Perfection.  Thefe  imprelTions  he  commu- 
nicated to  a  few  other  perfons,  who,  with  himfelf,  formed  a  re- 
ligious fociety,  and  were  foon  diilinguifhed  in  the  univerfity  by 
the  name  of  Metho(]ifls,S  icramentarians,  and  the  Godly  Club. 
About  this  time  he  refifte  I  the  tender  importunities  of  his  fa- 
ther ai  d  brothers  to  accept,  after  the  deceafe  of  his  parent,  the 
living  of  Epworth  ;  the  emolument  of  which  was  deemed  al- 
moft  neceitary  to  the  exiftence  of  the  whole  family.  The  cor- 
tefpondence  on  this  fubje£l  between  the  old  gentleman  and  all 
his  fons  is  extremely  curious ;  and  affords  an  early  difplay  of 
the  pertinacity  and  talents  which  charafterifed  our  hero.  At 
this  period  he  had  adopted  the  principle  that  '  all  the  world  was 
his  parifli ;'  and  as  to  fecular  confiderations  in  behalf  of  himfelf 
Or  his  family,  the  firft  ftranger  he  met  with  was  to  him  father, 
andfijler-j^  and  mother.  The  livingof  Epworth  therefore  defcended, 
as  we  fuppofe,  to  Mr.  L.  of  whofe  fucceflion  the  chief  of  the 
family  thus  energetically  exprefles  his  abhorrence  : 

•  The  profpeft  of  that  mighty  Nimrod's  coming  hither,  (hocks 
my  foul  ;  and  is  in  a  fair  way  of  bringing  down  my  grey  hairs  with 
fcrrow  to  the  grave  ;  if  you  have  any  care  for  our  family,  which 
muft  be  difmally  fhattered  as  foon  as  1  am  dropt ;  if  yoCi  refled  on 
the  dear  love  and  longing  of  this  poor  people  for  you,  whereby  you 
will  be  enabled  to  do  God  the  more  fervice,  and  the  plen  eoufnefs 
of  the  harveft,  confiding  of  near  two  thoufand  fouls,  whereas  you 
have  not  many  more  fcholars  in  the  univerfity,  you  m.iy  perhaps 
alter  your  will,  and  bv3nd  your  mind  to  him  who  has  pro.r.ifed,  '*  if 
in  all  our  ways  we  acknowledge  him,  he  will  direft  our  paths." 

Mr.  J.  W.  however,  muft  not  be  precipitately  condemed* 
His  arguments  in  favour  of  continuance  at  college  are,  at  leaft' 
highly  plaufible  :  and  there  is  no  reafon  to  fufpeft  that  in  his 
ccfuf;*!  he  was  not  ftridtly  confcientious.     That  he  muft  have 
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been  thoroughly  difinterefted  is  obvious.  A  mind  like  hij  i^ 
not  to  be  judged  by  the  common  fcale.  He  was  eccentric  and 
anomalous  in  his  fent'ments  and  a£lions.  What  might  appear 
in  an  ordinary  man  unfeeling  or  unreafonable,  was  in  him  na- 
tural and  confiflent:  and  he  could  juftify  all  hisconduft  by  ar- 
guments which  thofe  who  difapproved  might  find  it  difficult 
to  refute.  His  principal  reafon  for  remaining  at  Oxford  was,, 
that  he  thought  himfelf  capable  of  doing  more  good  there  than 
at  Epworth :  he  wifhed  to  purify  the  fountain  rather  than  the 
ftream  •,  and  to  eftablilh  a  fyitem  that  might  gradually  improve 
the  dlftant  parts  of  the  kingdom.  For  this  enterprize  he  had- 
certainly  peculiar  talents. 

We  fhall,  however,  prefent  the  fentcnce  of  Mr.  Hampfon  in 
fumming  up  the  evidence  of  this  controverfy. 

*  Theinjunftionsof  a  venerable  declining  parent,  the  welfare  of 
a  numerous  and  dependent  family,  and  the  unanimous  concurrence 
of  a  whole  parifti,  are  confiderations  of  fuch  moment,  as  to  leave 
lis  no  difficulty  in  fuppofing  that  their  \-iDice  was  the  voice  of  God. 
And  on  a  review  of  his  objeftions,  we  cannot  help  thinking  that 
feveral  of  thefe  were  frivolous  and  imaginary;  that  his  religion  had 
in  it  too  much  buiUe  and  bufm.  fs,  with  too  deep  a  tindlure  of  aulte- 
rity ;  that,  in  fome  inftanccs,  he  impofedbotli  on  himfelf  and  others, 
a  yoke  not  impofed  in  the  Scriptures,  and  which  human  nature  is 
little  calculated  to  fupport;  and  that  he  conceived  many  things  to 
be  neceflary,  which  we  greatly  doubt  whether  they  were  fo,  even 
in  his  cafe;  but  are  certainly  not  neceflary  to  mankind  in  general.' 

It  is  remarkable  of  a  great  genius  that  he  is  feldom  infenfiblc 
of  his  excellence.  He  difdains  to  affeft  that  diffidence  of  his  own 
abilities  which  the  diffimulation  of  the  world  prefcribes ;  and 
boldly  thinks  of  himfelf,  though  perhaps  not  more  highly,  yet 
as  he  ought  to  think.  This  remark  is  perfe6lly  applicable  to 
Mr.  J.  W.  He  knew  his  ilrcngth,  he  felt  his  fuperiority;  and 
this  confcioufnefs  was  his  prevailing  motive  in  all  the  a6tions 
of  his  life. 

Not  long  after  his  determined  refiftance  to  the  intreaties  of 
Inis  father  and  family,  and  his  ardent  preference  of  a  college- 
life,  we,  find  him  (fuch  is  the  confiftency  of  man  I)  entering  on 
a  miffion  to  America.  But  here  his  expectations  were  chiefly 
frullrated  by  an  incident  at  once  fingular  and  myllerious. 
Having  repelled  from  the  communion  a  niece  of  Air.  WiUiam- 
Ibn,  the  chief  magiflrate  at  Savannah,  *  for  fomething  in  her 
behaviour  which  he  (Mr.  W.)di{^ipproved,'  her  uncle  refented 
^he  aflront  by  ferving  a  warrant  on  him ;  in  confequence  of 
which  he  was  brought  before  the  judges  and  the  recorder. 

<  Refiiliag  to  acknowledge  their  authority  in  a  ma'tter  purel)» 

eccle- 
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eccleriaftlcal,  he  was  orderetl  to  appear  at  the  next  court  held  for 
Savannah.  After  fome  fharp  words  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Caullon, 
Mr.  Wefley  wrote  to  his  niece,  telling  her,  that  rf  fhe  offered  herfelf 
at  the  table  on  the  next  Sunday,  lie  would  inform  her,  as  he  had 
done  before,  wherein  (he  had  done  wrong;  and  then,  fays  he, 
*'  when  you  have  openly  declared  yourfelf  to  have  truly  repented, 
I  will  adminifter  to  you  the  mylleries  of  God." 

*  This  was  judged  rather  an  aggravation,  than  a  reparation  of  the 
olfer.ce.  Mr,  Caullon  then  declared  he  would  have  fatisfaflion, 
and  foon  after  told  many  performs  that  Mr.  Wefley  **  had  repelled- 
Sophy  from  the  communion,  bccaufe  ^i\Q  had  rejecled  his  propo- 
fals  of  marriage,  and  married  Mr.  Williamfon." 

It  is  a  pity  that  this  affair  was  never  elucidated. — 

'  He  does  not  tell  us  of  what  nature  was  his  complaint  againfl 
Mrs.  Williamfon:  nor  does  he  deny  that  he  made  his  addrefies  to 
that  lady;  which,  if  not  true,  he  certainly  ought  to  have  contra- 
difted  in  the  moll  exprefs  terms ;  for,  on  this  circumftance,  the 
public  opinion  muH:  be  neceffarily  fufpended.  If  it  was  true,  his 
behaviour  will  be  naturally  afcribed  to  the  phrenzy  of  difappointed 
love.  If  not,  fome  other  reafon  mull  remain  in  referve.  But  ou 
this  queflion  it  is  impolfible  to  decide.  We  may  conjedlure,  but 
we  cannot  fpealc  with  certainty.* 

The  profecution,  however,  accelerated  his  departure  from  a 
country  to  which  he  never  returned,  after  an  abfence  from  Eng- 
land of  two  years  and  four  months. 

Does  not  the  following  defcription  of  Mr.  W's  prodigious 
-hardihood  and  dexterity  favour  a  little  of  Alunchaujcn  <^ 

'  During  his  refidence  on  the  continent,  he  frequently  laboured,, 
not  only  with  his  tongue,  but  with  his  hands ;  and  continued  his 
cullom  of  eating  little,  of  flccping  lefs,  and  of  leaving  not  a  mo- 
ment unemployed.  In  fome  lefpedls  he  was  admirably  calculated 
for  a  mifiionary  in  a  cold  inhofpitabic  clime.  For  fo  fmall  a  perfon, , 
he  pofTefled  great  mufcular  ilrength,  a  found  and  vigorous  conlli- 
tution,  with  a  moil  ardent  and  indefatigable  mind.  He  expofed 
himfelf,  with  the  utmofl  indifference,  to  every  change  of  feafon 
and  inclemency  of  weather.  Snow  and  hail,  Ilorm  and  tempcll  had 
no  eifedl  on  his  iron  body.  He  frequently  lay  down  on  the  ground, 
and  flept  all  night  with  his  hair  frozen  to  the  earth.  He  would 
fwim  over  rivers  with  hiscloaths  on,  and  travel  till  they  were  dry  ; 
and  all  this  without  any  apparent  injury  to  his  health.  He  feems 
alio  10  have  pofrelTed  great  prefence  of  mind  and  intrepidity  in  dan- 
ger. Going  from  Savannah  to  Frederica,  the  pettiawga  in  whicht 
he  was  came  to  an  anchor.  He  wrapt  himfelf  up  in  a  cloak  and 
went  to  flcep  ij^on  deck;  but  in  the  courfe  of  the  night  he  rolled 
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out  of  Vis  doak  and  fell  into  the  fca,  fo  fafl  nricep,  thnt  he  did  iiot 
perceive  where  he  was,  till  his  mouth  was  full  of  water.  Hefwam 
round  to  a  boat  and  got  out.' 

Scon  after  this 

*  -^he  preached  in  many  of  the  churches  in  town  ;  but  fuch  wa3 
the  efiedl  of  his  unfaHdonable  doftrine,  that  after  the  firft  fermori 
in  6very  church,  he  was  generally  informed  he  muil  preach  there 
no  more.  The  dodlrine  to  which  we  particularly  allude,  is  what 
^e  calls  *'  faving  faith/  which,  he  informs  us^  he  faw  clearly  on 
Monday  March  the  6th,  J^B^*  ^^^  *'  declared  it  without  delay.'* 
The  confequcncc  of  this  mode  of  preaching,  he  fays,  was,  that  God 
then  began  to  work  by  his  miniflry,  as  he  had  never  done  before.* 

Inllantaneous  converfion  is  well  known  to  have  been  a  fiin- 
damental  tenet  of  this  teacher.  His  own  he  dates  precifely  at 
a  quarter  pad  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  May  24,  1738,  at 
a  fociety  in  Aldcrfgate-ftreet.  The  extravagances  attending 
the  converfion  of  his^  firic  followers  are  on  record. — Samuel  W. 
treated  his  brother\s  general  fyftem  as  mridnefs  and  delufiort, 
and  prayed  that  God  would  '  flop  the  progrefs  of  thib  lunacy.' 
Mr.  J.  W.  diftinguilhcs 

*  — the  origin  of  Mcthodifm  into  three  dillin£l  periods.  The 
firft  commenced  at  Oxford  in  1729  ;  the  fecond  at  Savannah  in 
^736,  whrn  twenty  or  thirty  met  at  his  houfe ;  and  the  laft  in  Lona 
don,  on  the  firft  of  May,  1738,  when  **  about  fifty  agreed  to  meet 
together  once  a  week,  in  order  to  a  free  converfation,  begun  and 
tndcd  with  fmging  and  prayer." 

He  now  began  to  grow  again  tired  of  the  little  vineyard  of 
England;  and  in  June  i738>  ^^t  off  for  Marienburn  andHern- 
huth  in  Germany,  in  order  to  learn  the  principles  of  the  Mo- 
ravian brethren,  which  feem  to  have  confiderably  pervaded  his 
iown  fyftem,  both  ecclefiallical  and  civil.  Here  he  entered  him- 
felf  under  the  tuition  of  the  celebrated  count  Zinzendorf.  An 
anecdote  at  this  time  occurring  between  the  mafter  and  the  pu- 
|iil,  is  too  curious  to  ht  omitted  : 

*  It  is  well  known,  that  one  of  the  firft  principles  of  Moravian- 
ifm  i"5  fimplicity  ;  or,  in  oiher  words,  tra6lability  ;  a  principle  vQry 
proper  to  be  inculcated  by  the  head  of  a  party.  One  day  the 
count  had  ordered  his  pupil  to  go  and  dig  in  the  garden.  When 
Mr.  Wcfley  had  been  there  fome  time,  working  in  his  fhirt,  and  in 
a  high  perfpiration,  he  called  upon  him  to  get  into  a  carriage  that 
Was  waiting,  to  pay  a  vifit  to  a  German  count :  nor  would  he  fuf- 
fer  him  either  to  walh  his  hands  or  to  put  on  his  coat.  **  You  miift 
be  fimple,  my  brother,'*  was  a  full  anfvver  to  all  his  reraonftrances  5 
and  away  he  went,  like  a  crazed  man,  in  ftatu  quo,' 
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He  returned  to  London  in  the  fame  year,  and  commenced 
the  fchemc  of  itinerancy  and  field-preaching.  His  origina]  plan 
was  to  have  formed  an  union  of  clergymen  ;  but  it  was  found 
impracticable.  He  was  therefore  compelled  to  the  expedient 
of  lay-preachersi  This,  of  courfe,  gave  fuch  ofrence  to  the 
cftabliilied  miniftry,  that  he  was  excluded  frOm  officiating  ill 
churches.     From  this  period  to  1 747, 

«  — he  and  his  brethren  were  employed  in  various  parts  of  Eng 
^7.nd;  particularly  in  London,  Briltol,  and  Nev/cafllc-upon  Tyne;, 
in  Lincolnfhirci  Stafford  (hire,  and  Cornw?Ii  ;  and  among  the  col- 
liers both  at  Kingfwood  and  in  the  north.  Li  Auguil,  1747,  he: 
went  over  to  Dublin,  where  a  fociety  had  been  collcdcd  by  a  Mr* 
Williams,  who  we  believe  was  a  clergyman,  or  at  leatt  officiated  in 
that  character.  Confidcring  the  immenfc  number  of  papifts  (whd 
are  not  eafdy  profelyteH)  and  the  ficrcenefs  of  their  oppofers,  Mr. 
Wcfley  and  his  fellow-labourers  were  more  fucccfsful  than  could 
have  been  expeded.  In  1790,  they  had  eredlcd  meeting-houfes 
in  every  part  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  had  formed  twenty-nine  cir- 
cles, which  employed  fixty-feven  itinerants,  and  a  coiifiderable  num- 
ber of  local  preachets.' 

In  1751  he  made  his  firfl  tour  into  Scotland;  and  during 
the  fpace  of  two  years  eitabliflied  focicties  in  Glafgew,  Edin- 
burgh, Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Livcrncfs,  and  a  few  other  places* 
His  ill  fuccefs  in  this  country  Mr.  H.  afcribes  to  three  caufes : 

'  The  reverence  the  Scots  have  for  their  own  clergy,  their  ex- 
treme bigotry,  and  their  invincible  diflike  to  the  methodiftic  difci- 
pline.  Among  a  people  fo  attached  to  their  minifters,  he,  who 
would  fucceed  in  making  profclytes,  mufl:  be  a  man  of  extraordinary 
talents,  or  poflefred  of  feme  peculiar  art  of  accjuiring  popularityi 
To  the  difcipline  introduced  by  Mr.  Wefley,  our  northern  neigh- 
bours have  ever  difcovcred  the  moft  unqualified  diflike.  Thtf 
mode  of  queftion  and  anfwer,  in  the  meeting  of  the  cla/Tes,  by  art 
unlucky  combination,  a  member  of  the  kirk  inftantly  affociates  with 
the  ceremony  of  auricular  confeflion  :  nor  can  all  the  authority  of 
the  text  quoted  from  St.  James>  cancel  the  prejudice  of  this  un- 
fortunate affociation.  h%  for  the  bigotry  of  the  Scots,  it  is  fo  no-^ 
torious,  that  nothing  need  be  faid  upon  it.  Another  reafon  that, 
has  been  afiigned,  is  the  non-adminiftration  of  baptifm  and  the 
Lord's  Supper.  But  this,  however  plaufible  in  theory,  is  confuted 
by  faiEls.  Several  of  the  preachers  in  Scotland  have  received  pref* 
byterian  ordination,  and  adually  adminifter  thefe  ordinances  ;  but 
we  do  not  hear  that  this  circumftance  has  had  the  influence  that 
was  expedted.* 

At  his  return  to  England  in  1753,  a  more  fanguinary  per« 
fecution  enfued  of  him  and  his  followers  than  could  have  been 

ex- 
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expelled  irr  a  Chridian  country.  Cornwall,  Line olnfh ire,  l^ld 
the  county  of  Stafford,  were  the  principal  fcene  of  thefe  tu-^ 
mults,  which  were  even  countenanced  by  the  provincial  magi-, 
ftracy,  and  mufl  have  terminated  in  a  ferocious  extirpation  of 
the  whole  fe£l,  but  for  the  interference  of  fir  John  Ganfon,  a 
Middlefex  juftice,  who 

'  — waited  on  Mr.  Weiley,  in  the  name  of  his  brethren,  with 
information,  that  they  had  orders  from  above,  to  do  juftice  to  him 
and  his  friends  whenever  they  fhouM  apply  ;  his  majeily  being  de- 
termined that  no  man  in  his  dominions  Ihould  be  pcrfccuted  for 
confcience  fake.  Pofterity  will  fcarcely  believe  that,  in  Britain, 
and  at  fo  late  a  period  as  174^,- juflice  was  not  to  be  had  but  by  an 
order  from  court !  That  fuch  an  order  was  ilTued,  refleds  infinite 
credit  on  the  foveieign  who  commanded  it.' 

Thus  fupported  they  oppofcd,  with  legal  weapons,  the  ven- 
geance of  their  adverfaries;  to  whofe  injudicious  pcrfecution' 
they  owe  the  fccurity  and  ellablirnment  which  tliey  now  poffefs. 

Hitherto  the  great  leaders  of  the  new  tribe,  Whitfield  and 
Wefley,  had  ruled  in  conjunclion  :  but  about  this  time,  *  the 
contention  was  fo  fharp  betweee  them,'  that  the  apoftolic  ftrcam 
wavS  divided. 

*  The  former  was  an  advocate  for  particular,  the  latter  for  uni- 
vcrfal  redemption  ;  the  one  a  iVaunch  predeliir.arian,  the  other  as 
refolute  an  Arminian:  and  fuch  was  the  effcft  of  this  dillinition, 
that  they  refolved  finally  to  ff.parnte,  their  converts  mutually  di- 
viding under  thiir  refpcdive leaders.' 

But  otn-  author  fcruples  not  to  allcdgc  another  motive  in  be- 
half of  this  feparation. 

*  This  feparation  was  certainly  not  agreeable  to  Mr.  Wefley; 
though  it  fecms  to  have  been  inevitable,  as  v/ell  on  other  accounts, 
as  from  their  difference  in  principle.  Even  good  men  are  not  al- 
ways exempt  from  the  th'rfl:  of  popular  applaufe.  Perhaps  each 
grafped  at  the  iceotre  ;  and  as  the  love  of  fway  is  in  many  inftances 
congenial  to  the  human  mind,  it  is  not  irr.poHible  that  the  conten- 
tion between  them  might  be  as  much  prcmotcd  by  the  charms  of 
power,  as  by  the  love  of  truth  : 

"  Nee  Cacfar  ferre  priorem, 
Pompeiufve  pardm  potuit." 

About  the  year  I743.he  l:adengac,cd  in  building  a  conventi- 
cle at  Newcaftle,  called  tl^e  Orphan-l^oufe,  though  the  ufe  to 
which  it  has  lince  been  applied  bears  no  relation  to  its  name. 
His  obfervations  on  the  diiticuitics  attendant  on  this  undertak- 
ing, and  his  laconic  letter  to  the  proprietor  of  the  ground,  are 
Gurioufly  characleriitic 

'  We 
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*  >ye  can  get  no  ground  for  love  or  money.     I  like  this  wejl. 
Jx  is  a  good  fign.     If  the  devil  can  hinder  us,  he  (hall.* 

His  letter  is 

*'  Sir, 
**  I  am  furprifed.  You  give  it  under  your  hand  that  you  will 
put  me  into  pofTeflion  of  a  piece  of  ground,  fpecified  in  an  article 
between  us,  in  fifteen  days  time.  Three  months  are  palTed,  and 
that  article  is  not  fulfilled.  And  now  you  fay,  you  can't  conceive 
wiiat  T  mean  by  troubling  you.  I  mean  to  have  that  article  fulfil- 
led.    I  think  my  meaning  is  very  plain       I  am,  fir, 

your  humble  fervant, 

JOHN  WESLEY." 

(To  be  concluded  In  the  j^ppcndix  to  the  prefer^  Volume.) 


The  Life  of  fofcph  Balfamoy  commonly  called  Count  CagUoJlro. 
Containing  the  Jingular  and  uncommon  Adventures  of  that  ex- 
traordinary Perjonage  from  his  Birth  till  his  Lmpr'ifonmcnt  in 
the  caftle  of  St.  Angela y  tsfc.  l^c.  IVith  an  engraved  Portrait 
of  Cagliojlro,    Bvo.  35.  6d,  fewed,    Kearlley.   1791. 

'TpHE  hero  of  the  prefent  narrative  is  one  of  thofe  perfons 
'*'  who  are  indebted  for  their  fame  to  an  uncommon  degree 
of  fn-ofiigacy,  rather  than  to  any  fuperior  abilities  or  extraor- 
dinary fortune.  He  was  born  at  Palermo  in  Sicily  in  the  year 
1743,  of  parents  of  mean  extraftion.  From  his  infancy  he 
is  faid  to  have  fliown  himfelf  fo  averfe  to  a  virtuous  courfe  of 
life,  that  he  fled  more  than  once  from  the  feminary  of  Roch, 
in  his  native  city,  where  he  had  been  placed  for  iniLru61:ion. 
At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  affumed  the  habit  of  a  novice  in  the 
convent  of  the  'Good-Brotherhood'  at  Cartagirone;  'vhere 
being  placed  under  the  tuition  of  the  apothecary,  he  learned 
from  him  the  firft  principles  of  chemiflry  and  medicine. 

During  his  refidence  at  this  place,  he  exhibited  fo  many  new 
fymptoms  of  a  vicious  character,  that  the  religious  were  often 
under  the  neceflity  of  chailifing  him.  It  is  recorded  among 
other  things,  that  being  employed  to  read  during  meals,  as  is 
cuftomary  in  catholic  communities,  he  would  never  repeat 
what  appeared  in  the  book ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  fpoke  what- 
ever occurred  to  his  own  imagination.  He  has  even  confefled 
that,  in  re^.ding  the  Martyrology,he  ufed  tofubilitutc  the  names 
of  the  mod  famous  courtezans  of  the  time,  inilead  of  thofe  of 
^he  faints. 

After  abandoning  the  convent,  he  is  faid  to  have  plunged 
^nto  cxcefies  and  irregularities  of  every  dcfcription.     He  was 

frequently 
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frequently  feized  and  imprifoned;  but  either  from  the  want  of 
neceflary  proofs  for  his  convidlion,  on  account  of  the  nature  of 
the  crime,  or  by  means  of  fome  perfona!  intercefiion,  he  always 
regained  his  liberty  in  a  iliort  time.  At  length  he  was  forced 
to  fly  from  his  country  for  having  duped  a  guldfmith,  whofe 
liame  was  Morano,  of  more  than  fixty  pieces  of  gold. 

A  variety  of  circumftances,  which  occurred  from  this  period 
till  the  time  of  his  laft  imprifonment,  have  induced  many  to  be 
of  opinion  that  he  praclifed  forcery;  but  the  anecdotes  upon 
which  this  fufpicion  is  founded,  will  not  reafonably  admit  the  in^ 
fcrcnce  of  his  excrcifmg  any  preternatural  power. 

Cdglioftro,  from  the  time  of  his  quitting  Sicily,  gave  himfelf 
up  to  a  wandering  life ;  and  has,  according  to  his  own  account, 
vifited  many  diftant  parts  of  the  world ;  in  mod  of  which,  wc 
may  well  fuppcfe,  he  never  failed  to  fignalife  himfelf  by  thofe 
vicious  habits  to  which  he  had  been  addicted  through  life.  The 
part  which  he  acted  in  the  myllerious  aiiiiir  of  the  diamond 
necklace,  firfl  rendered  his  name  known  to  the  public  *,  and  fince 
that  period,  it  appears  that  he  has  not  been  idle  in  the  exercife 
of  his  talents  on  the  continent.  The  chief  cbje£t  of  his  endea-. 
vours,  and  that  by  which  he  lately  incurred  the  papal  condemn 
nation,  has  been  to  eftablilh  what  he  called  the  Order  of  Egyp^ 
^ian  Mafonry.  By  this  inilitution,  he  pretended  that  his  difci^ 
pies  ihould  obtain  botli  moral  and  pbyfical  regeneration  %  and, 
(trange  as  it  may  appear,  his  profeiBqus  were  credited  by  a 
number  of  ignorant  and  fuperilitious  people  in  Germany^ 

After  this  general  account  of  Cagliollro,  we  fliall  lay  before 
our  readers  a  fliort  extracl:  relative  to  a  part  of  his  hiftory. 

'  Having  returned  into  Germany,  ofter  rcfiding  for  fome  time 
in  feveral  different  ciiies  on  the  continent,  he  refolved  to  take  up 
his  abode  in  Courland.  At  Mittau  he  aitradled  the  attention  of 
feveral  people  of  high  rank,  who  were  led  by  his  reputation,  which 
now  began  to  be  confpicuous,  to  regard  him  as  an  extraordinary 
perfon.  **  I  did  not  fail,"  faid  he,  in  the  courfe  of  his  interro- 
gatories, **  to  fullain  the  charadei  of  the  great  perfonage  which 
they  enabled  me  to  affume  ;  and  I  was  careful  on  this  occafion  to 
conduft  myfelf  after  the  manner  of  a  m?,n  brought  up  in  a  court.** 
He  now  received  vifits  from  the  grandees,  and  paid  them  in  return. 
A  nobleman  having  become  enamoured  of  Madam  Caglioftro,  Ihe 
at  firft  appeared  to  he  cruel  ;  but  although  the  hufband,  ever  fince 
the  time  that  he  began  to  acquire  celebrity  by  his  fublime  difcc- 
veries  in  mafonry,  had  fet  an  extraordinary  value  on  the  countcfs, 
and  endeavoured  to  make  her  appear  a  rcfpedable  woman,  yet  he 
could  not  refrain  frcm  being  tempted  upon  the  prefent  occafion  by 
the  riches  of  the  lover-  He  accpfdingly  perfcaded  his  wife  to  be 
favourable  to  his  pafiion, 

^  In 


Life  of  Count  Cagl'ioJIro,  43^ 

*  In  the  mean  time  Caglioftro,  by  means  of  his  mafonry,  began 
to  gain  nn  afcendency  over  the  minds  of  a  great  number  of  the  no- 
bility, and  fucceeded  in  infpiring  the  inhabitants  of  Courland  with 
an  averfion  to  their  fovereign.  Their  attachment  to  his  perfon 
was  carried  to  fuch  an  excefs,  that  he  began  to  form  a  party  in 
the  duchy,  and  had  adually  the  ambition  of  afpiring  to  the  throne, 
from  whence  they  offered  to  drive  the  prefent  pofTeflbr.  He  pre- 
tends that  he  had  virtue  enough  to  refift  the  temptation,  and  that 
he  refufcd  the  proftered  boon  from  the  refpedl  due  to  fovereigns. 
His  wife  has  afTured  qs,  that  his  refufal  was  produced  by  the  re- 
ficdlion  that  his  impoftures  would  be  foon  difcovered.  However 
that  may  have  been,  this  much  is  certain — that  he  did  not  let 
this  opportunity  efcape  of  collefting  a  prodigious  number  of  pre- 
fents,  in  gold,  filver,  and  money.  Being  in  pofTeffion  of  thefe 
riches,  he  left  Mittau,  and  repaired  to  St.  Peterfburgh, 

*  After  a  fhort  refidcnce  in  that  city,  during  which  he  prac- 
tifed  chemiilry  and  medicine,  he  departed  for  Warfaw  ;  and,  on 
his  arr  val  there,  made  ufe  of  all  his  artifice  to  deceive  a  prince  to 
whom  he  found  means  to  be  introduced.  Seduced  by  the  tricks 
difplaved  by  Cagliollro  relative  to  his  mafonry,  which  appeared  to 
have  an  intimate  connedion  with  magic,  he  appeared  exceedingly 
defirous  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  this  fcience ;  and  was  anxious 
above  all  things  to  obtain  a  devil  from  this  pretended  magician, 
whom  he  might  have  always  at  his  command, 

*  Cagliollro  puffed  him  up  a  long  time  with  the  expeflation  of 
fulfilling  this  ridiculous  promife,  and  aduaily  procured  prefenls 
from  him  to  the  amount  of  feveral  thoufand  crowns.  The  prince 
at  length  perceiving  that  there  was  no  hope  of  retaining  one  of  the 
infernal  fpirits  in  his  fervice,  wiihed  to  make  himfelf  mailer  of 
the  earthly  aifeftions  of  the  countefs  ;  hut  in  this  too  he  was  dif, 
appointed,  as  the  lady  pofitively  refufed  to  comply  with  his  de- 
fires.  Finding  himfelf  thus  baulked  in  both  his  attempts,  he 
abandoned  every  other  fenliment  except  that  of  revenge  ;  and  in- 
timidated our  adventurer  and  his  wife  in  fach  a  manner  by  his  me- 
naces, that  they  were  obliged  to  reftore  his  ptefents,  and  abandon 
Warfaw. 

'  They  then  took  the  road  to  Frankfort,  and  after  a  fhort  ftay 
they  proceeded  to  Stralburgh.  The  fabulous  palladium  was  never 
received  with  more  reverence  then  they  experienced  in  that  city. 
The  reputation  of  our  hero  had  preceded  him  ;  and  he  was  loaded 
vvith  careffes, overwhelmed  with  applaufe,  and  received  with  every 
demonftradon  of  joy.  During  his  refidence  there  he  contracted 
^  friendlhip  with  a  perfon  of  diftmdion,  and  was  vifited  by  him 
with  the  utmofl  cereipony.  In  a  fliort  time  he  acquired  fuch  a 
♦iefpotic  empire  over  the  mind  of  this  illuiUious  perfonage,  that 

he 
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he  became  his  tyrant*:  thus  all  his  defigns  were  eafily  acccm- 
pliihed.' 

The  narrative  contairxS  many  uncommon  adventures,  with 
the  particulars  of  Caglioftro's  trial  before  the  Inquifition;  to 
which  is  annexed  the  hillory  of  his  confcffions  concerning 
common  and  Egyptian  mafonry. — It  is  proper  to  mention,  that 
a  portrait  of  the  count  is  prefixed,  and  many  explanatory  notes 
arc  added  by  the  tranllator. 

Sketches  and  Hints  of  Church  Hijloryy  and  Theological  Contra- 
verfy*  Chiefly  Tranflatcd  cr  Abridged  from  modern  Foreign 
If) iters.  By  John  ErfKine^  D.  D.  l2mo,  '^s.  Boards, 
Vernor.  1791. 
'"pHIS  compilation  confiftsof  the  foHowing  articles  :  a  Trea^ 
^  tift  on  Ecclefiaftical  Toleration  by  Bonnet  ;  fome  Doc- 
trines of  the  Protellant  Religion  defended,  by  Van  Alphen  5 
Letters  from  certain  Jeu-s  on  the  prefcnt  State  of  the  Ghrif- 
tian  Religion  •,  an  Edi6l:  of  the  htc  King  of  PrafTia  in  1788  j 
an  Account  of  the  Controverfy  occafioned  by  that  Edi6l ;  Ex- 
tracts from  the  Bifhop  of  Cloync's  State  of  the  Irifli  Church 
in  1 78y ;  a  Treatife  on  the  Truth  of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  by 
Vernet  5  Proofs  tliat  a  Church  cxifted  at  Thyatira  when  St. 
John  wrote  his  Apocalypfe,  by  Stofch  ;  Hints  of  Fa6ls  relating 
to  Religion,  Manners,  and  the  Improvement  of  Mankind,  by 
Seiler ;  a  curfory  Reprefentation  of  Modern  Jefuitifm  *,  Proofs 
that  original  Sin  was  taught  before  the  Time  of  Auguftine ; 
Obfervations  on  the  Song  of  the  Bards  over  Cuchullin;  and 
Extradls  from  a  Compendium  of  the  various  Chriftian  Sed:s, 
by  Hannah  Adams,  Bofton,  1784. 

It  accords  not  with  our  plan  to  examine  the  merit  of  works, 
fome  of  which  have  been  upwards  of  fixty  years  before  the 
public.  The  fubje61:s  are  not  very  interefting,  except  to  fuch 
as  are  deeply  enamoured  of  theological  hiftory ;  nor  are  they 
difcufied  in  a  manner  by  any  means  inviting  to  the  generality 
of  readers.  The  editor's  chief  defign  as  defcribed  by  himfelf  is^ 
*  to  impart  the  entertainment  and  inftrudlion  he  had  derived, 

*  *  The  Italian  editor  has  been  careful  to  conceal  the  name  of  this  perfon, 
merely  becaufc  he  is  a  dignitary  of  the  church  of  R.ome.  We  h,o\vever  have  no 
Icruple  to  declare  that  it  %Yas  an  archbifhop  and  a  cardinal,  a  fecular  and  an  ec- 
clefiaftical prince;  in  fine,  Louis  de  Rohan,  "who  at  that  time  had  the  fee  of 
Stralburg  committed  to  his  pious  fuperintcndance.  Since  that  period,  he  has 
experienced  the  honour  of  being  imprifor.ed  on  fufpicion  of  being  concerned  m 
the  robbery  of  the  famous  diamond  necklace,  of  being  driven  with  ignominy 
from  his  archbifliopric,  and  of  having  affembled  an  armyof  marauders  on  th.Q 
frontiers  of  France,  with  v/hcra  he  has  more  than  once  threatened  to  undertake 
a  predatory  expedition  againft  a  country,  that  hy  its  late  glorious  revolution  has 
humbled  the  defpotilin  of  the  nobles,  and  taught  man  to  refped  the  dignity  of 
,jnan.' 

2  fron; 
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from  others.'  Perhaps  the  employment  of  colleftion  has  been 
more  beneficial  to  Dr.  E.  than  his  labours  will  prove  to  others^ 
A  man  may  compile  many  things  for  his  own  improvement, 
'which  deferve  not  re-publlcation.  It  is  cufious  enough  that 
this  performance  fhoukl,  like  a  work  of  the  mod  facred  origi- 
nality, be  guarded  by  a  folemn  entry  at  Stationers'  Hall.  The 
only  new  pafTage  it  contains  is  a  chara6ter  of  Roufleau,  fup-* 
plied  to  the  editor  by  a  friend ;  and  it  is  worth  tranfcription. 

*  RoufTcau  was  not  more  fingularas  a  philofopher  than  as  a  man. 
His  morals  fcarcely  admit  a  ferious  defence  to  thofe  who  have  read 
what  he  wrote  in  the  lall:  ftage  of  his  life.  He  relates  his  own  li- 
centioufnefs  with  a  real  and  deliberate  fatisfaftion  ;  and  defcribes 
the  criminal  pleafures  of  his  early  years  with  the  profligate  ardour 
of  a  youthful  debauchee.  Vices  in  which  he  had  always  livecl, 
and  every  remembrance, of  which  fhould  have  filled  him  with  peni- 
tential Ihame  and  forrow,  he  paints  in  fuch  glowing  colours,  as  if 
he  meant  to  recommend  them  to  poftericy. — -His  philofophy  is  per- 
nicious. It  fubftitutes  feeling  for  principle;  and  celebrates  the  de- 
praved affections  of  the  heart  above  all  that  is  wife  and  virtuous  irx 
human  condud.  His  habits  were  at  leaft  as  depraved  as  his  phi- 
lofophy. Though  the  dark  colours  in  which  he  has  been  reprer 
fented  by  his  adverfaries  were  difregarded,  his  character  defcribed 
by  himfelf  was  as  unworthy  of  philofophy  as  it  wae  hollile  to  the 
purity  of  manners,  and  to  religion.' 

An  authentic  Copy  of  the  French  Confitutkny  ai  revifed  and 
amended  by  the  National  AJfembly^  and  pre  fented  to  the  King 
on  the 'Third  of  September .^  1 791'  Tr  an  flat  ed  from  the  Ori'- 
ginal^  publifhed  by  Order  of  the  National  AJ'cmbly.  To  which 
are  added,  its  being  pre  fented  to  the  King ;  a  Copy  of  the  Kinfs 
Letter  to  the  National  Ajfembly,  announcing  his  Acceptance  ; 
and  the  King's  taking  the  Oath  in  Pre  fence  of  the  Afjcmbly, 

New  Conjlitution  of  the  Government  of  Poland^  efiablifhed  by  the 
Revolution,  the  Third  of  May,   1 79 1.      The  Second  Edition. 

Planof  the  New  Confitution  for  the  United  States  of  America', 
agreed  upon  in  a  Convention  of  the  States.  fVith  a  Preface  by 
the  Editor,     ^vo»     'J s.  Boards,     Debrett.      1791' 

^T^HESE  three  works  are  publifhed  in  one  volume,  conne£l- 
-■■  ed  only  by  the  threads  of  the  bookbinder,  and  without 
even  a  general  title.  They  are,  however,  of  a  fimilar 
kind,  and  contribute  to  illuftrate  each  other ;  the  labours  of 
three  nations  in  the  great  work  of  political  reformation,  diftin- 
guifhed  by  their  peculiar  manners,  and  in  a  great  degree  cha- 
Crit.  Rev.  N.  Ar.  (III.)  Dec  1791.      H  h       raaeriftic 
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ra^teriftic  of  their  difFerent  authors.  As  the  Plan  of  the  Ame-' 
rican  Conftitution  efcaped  our  notice,  when  firft  piiWifhed  irV 
1787,  and,  as  it  has  been  fuggefted  to  us,  that  fome  account 
of  the  Liter  changes  in  the  French  poHtical  fyftem  was  necef- 
fary,  we  fhall  confider  (hortly  each  work  :-  the  Polifli  Revolu- 
tion, as  more  decidedly  new  and  little  known,  may  detain  us 
Jonger.  The  American  Conftitution,  as  prior  in  the  period 
of  its  publication,  mud  be  the  firfl  obje^i:  of  our  attention.- 

The  conftitttt'fon  of  the  United  States,  formed  twelve  years^ 
after  their  independence,  when  animofity  had  time  to  fubfide, 
and  calm  reflexion  began  again  to  be  attended  to,  mull  be  an 
objeft  of  curiofity  and  attention.  Yet,  when  it  is  confidered, 
that  the  American  continent,  from  the  boundaries  of  Florida 
to  tliofe  of  Canada,  confifts  of  ftates,  whofe  inhabitants  do  not 
differ  more  in  climate  than  in  interefts  and  difpofitions,  the 
talk  of  tiniting  them  into  o^aq.  whole  mud  have  been  arduous. 
The  convention  feem  to  have  felt  it,  and  the  links  are  flight 
and  general ;  but  they  are  connecl:ed  with  fo  much  difcretioa 
and  good  fenfe,  that  we  think  as  much  praife  is  deferved  for 
what  is  omitted,  as  for  what  has  been  done.  Mr.  Wafhing- 
ton  (it  is  not  from  afFe^lation  or  any  remains  of  former  ani- 
mofity that  we  neglecSt  his  military  title,  obvioufly  mifplaced 
when  employed  in  his  civil  fun£l:ions)  in  the  preceding  circular 
letter  tells  them,  that  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  an  union  as  a 
whole,  they  muft  give  up  fome  advantages  as  individual  Hates : 
*  individuals,  entering  into  fociety,  mufl  give  up  a  fliare  of  li- 
berty to  preferve  the  reft  •,*  a  propofition  fo  reafonable,  that  it 
could  be  fcarccly  overlooked  but  by  thofe  who  wifh  to  retain 
all  liberty  and  grant  none.  The  legillative  powers  are  vefted 
in  a  congrefs:  the  congrefs  confifts  of  ahoufe  of  reprefentatives 
and  a  fenate.  The  proportion  of  reprefentatives  is  defigned 
to  be  one  for  every  30,000 ;  but  till  the  enumeration  is  made, 
the  number  is  elHmated  by  computation.  The  fenators  are 
two  from  each  ftate,  and  chofen  every  f»x  years,  while  the  re- 
prefentatives are  chofen  for  every  two  years  j  but  one  third  of 
the  fenators  are  rechofen  every  fecond  year,  fo  that  an  expe- 
rienced band  remains,  and  the  inconvenience,  which  the  French 
at  this  moment  feel,  is  avoided.  The  vice-prefident  of  the 
United  States  prefides  in  the  fenate.  The  executive  power  is 
vefted  in  the  prefident,  who  is  chofen  in  a  manner  beft  calcu- 
lated to  avoid  the  preference,  which  accidental  circumftances^ 
pr  private  friendfhip,  may  fuggeft.  His  power  is,  however, 
greatly  limitrd  by  the  fenate,  and  the  duration  of  his  office  is 
for  four  years  only.  The  prefident  may  difapprove  of  any 
bill,  paffcd  by  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  and  the  fenate  i  but 
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he  muft  return  the  bill  with  his  objedlions  in  writing  ;  and,  if 
the  bill  is  again  pafled  by  two-thirds  of  each  houfe,  fitting  fe- 
paratcly,  it  becomes  a  law.  If  he  omits  to  return  it  in  ten 
days,  except  Sunday,  or  any  period  of  adjournment  of  congrefs 
intervene,  the  omillion  conilitutes  it  a  law.  Money-bills,  as 
in  England,  muft  originate  with  the  reprefentatives. 

From  this  outline,  it  will  be  obvious  that  the  idea  of  three 
ballancing  powers  is  preferved ;  but  it  will  require  farther  ex- 
perience to  decide  how  far  they  are  properly  oppofed  to  each 
oiher.  While  the  prefidentfliip  is  elective  and  temporary,  he 
will  want  fufficient  weight  to  fupport  either  party  with  effeiSt, 
in  oppofition  to  a  popular  phrenzy,  or  the  wifh  of  either  branch 
of  the  conftitution  to  aggrandife  itfelf.  In  the  fituation,  how- 
ever, of  the  American  ftates,  where  each  is  in  itfelf  a  com- 
monwealth, the  general  queftions  will  not,  for  many  years,  be 
probably  of  importance.  On  the  whole,  a  plain,  calm,  good 
fenfe,  the  perfpicuity  of  pra£i:ical  politicians,  diftlnguilli  this  . 
Code :  when  confidered  relatively  to  its  objeft,  it  ieem*  to  be 
Tcry  judicious  and  proper. 

The  new  Polifli  conftitution  appears  to  have  caught  its  fpi- 
rit  from  the  American  ;  joined  with  a  little  additional  power 
granted  to  the  executive  department:  it  refembles  the  Englifli 
conftitution  only,  as  that  ferved  for  the  prototype  of  the  Ame- 
rican. It  begins  with  the  eftabli(hment  of  the  Catholic  reli- 
gion, with  free  toleration  to  every  other  fe6t  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  country,  and  we  do  not  perceive  that  any  law,  in 
this  conftitution,  tends  to  the  exclufion  of  the  profeftbrs  of 
any  other  religion  from  offices  of  truft.  To  the  equeftrian 
%  order  the  rank  of  nobility  is  granted  5  their  privileges  and  pre- 
TOgatives,  their  perfonal  fecurity  and  property,  are  exprefsly 
afcertained.  This  requires  an  explanation.  All  perfons,  who 
are  neither  burghers  nor  peafants,  are  ftyled  in  the  Polifli  lan- 
guage Ziemianin  terrigenae,  or  earth-born,  as  Lengnich,  in 
his  '  Jus  Publicum  Poloniae,'  tranflates  it ;  free  to  live  where 
they  pleafe.  From  this  clafs  the  fenate  is  taken  ;  but  the  equef- 
trian order  is  here  confidered  as  contradiftinguilhed  to  the  fe- 
nate, arid  the  title  of  the  chapter  is  erroneous.  There  is 
a  little  fallacy  in  confirming  all  the  privileges  and  pre- 
rogatives of  this  order,  and,  in  a  fubfequent  part,  denying 
thofe  the  right  of  voting  who  are  not  poflefled  of  a  cer- 
tain property,  while  the  right  is  granted  to  various  other  life- 
holders.  But,  when  we  point  out  the  fallacy,  we  muft  ac- 
knowledge the  change  to  be  fingularly  judicious,  for  many  of 
the  equeftrian  order  were  poor,  and  confining  in  a  great  de- 
gree the  power  of  voting  to  their  own  body,  the  powerful  rich 
nobles  were  at  any  time  able  to  bribe  or  compel  them  to  adopt 
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any  given  meafu re.  By  the  fubfequent  judicial  code,  we  fuf- 
pecl  that  their  exemption  from  being  arrelled  before  they  are 
convicted,  except  feized  in  the  fa^b,  is  taken  away,  though  it 
is  not  exprefsly  noted.  But,  as  the  king  feems  to  lay  a  parti- 
€idar  (though  not  an  exclujive)  ftrefs  on  the  privileges  granted 
to  this  order  by  the  monarchs,  whom  he  mentions,  it  is  pro- 
bable thaf:  thcfe  grants  in  fome  meafure  fupport  him.  We 
own  our  knowledge  of  the  ftatutes  of  Poland  is  not  fo  minute 
as  to  enable  us  to  decide.  Liberty  in  its/w//f/?  extent  is  granted 
to  the  peafants  and  villagers  •,  and  this  part  of  the  conftitution  is 
drawn  up  with  particular  caution,  to  guard  againft  variou? 
abufes  that  have  prevailed. 

The  diet  is  divided  into  the  houfe  of  nuncios  and  the  houfc 
of  fenate:  in  the  laft  the  king  prefides;  but  all  bills  are  to  be 
decided  firfl  in  the  houfe  of  nuncios.  All  general  laws,  viz. 
conftitutional,  civil,  criminal,  as  well  as  perpetual  taxes,  are  to 
be  previoufly  notified  before  the  dietines,  who  are  to  inftru6l 
the  nuncios,  and  thefe  inltru^lions  are  to  be  firft  taken  for  de- 
cifion.  Particular  laws,  which  feem  to  be  all  except  what  ha* 
been  juft  mentioned,  are  to  be  communicated  from  the  throne, 
and  to  have  the  preference  before  private  bills ;  but  no  public 
bill  can,  it  feems,  originate  in  the  houfe,  except  mediately  or 
immediately  from  the  king.  The  fenate  is,  we  believe,  un- 
changed :  it  confiils  of  the  bidiops,  the  palatines  or  governors 
of  provinces,  the  caftellans,  or  their  lieutenants,  according  ta 
the  arrangements  of  the  feudal  fyitem,  and  the  minifters.  The 
king,  as  formerly,  prefides,  and  has  only  one  vote  \  or,  in  cafe 
of  equal  numbers,  the  calling  vote. 

*  The  duty  of  the  Senate,  ift.  E<very  genera  lla^v  ihat  pafles 
formally  through  the  houfe  of  Nuncios  is  to  be  fent  immediately 
to  this,  which  is  either  accepted,  or  fufpended  till  farther  natipn- 
z\  deliberation,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  as  prefcribed  by  law.  If 
accepted,  it  becoms  a  law  in  all  its  force  ;  if  fufpended,  it  Ihall 
ife  rejianed  at  the  next  diet  ;  and  if  it  is  then  agreed  to  again  by  the 
houfe  of  Nuncios,   the  Senate  muji  fubmit  to  it. 

'  2d.  E'vcry  particular  laiv  *  or  ftatute  of  the  diet  in  matters 
above  fpecificd,  as  foon  as  it  has  been  determined  by  the  houTe 
of  Nuncios,  and  fent  up  to  the  fenate,  the  votes  of  both  houfes 
Jhall  be  jointly  computed^  and  the  majority,  as  defcrlbed  by  law,, 
fliall  be  confidered  as  a  decree  and  the  will  of  the  nation. 

'  Thofe  fenators  and  minifters  who,  from  their  Jh are  in  executive 
fonnevt  are  accountable  to  the  republic,  cannot  have  an  aai've 
<uoice  in  the  diet,  but  may  be  prefent  in  order  to  give  neceffary 
explanations  to  the  itates.' 


Among  the  particular  laws,  the  Crsalion  o/Noiles,  is  exprefsly  mentioned.' 
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The  diet  muft  be  always  ready  to  meet,  and  means  are  pro- 
vided for  regularly  convening  if,  in  caie  of  tlic  death,  or  inca* 
pacity  of  the  king,  or  on  the  king's  refufal  to  do  it,  majorities 
always  decide ;  and  the  liberum  veto,  the  power  of  every  nun- 
cio to  ftqp  the  proceedings,  and  all  confederated  diets,  are  abo- 
Jiflied.  The  diftindion  of  free  diets,  therefore,  no  longer  ex- 
ifts.  An  extraordinary  conftitutional  diet  to  revife  the  canfti- 
tutional  code  is  to  be  convened  every  twenty-five  years." 

The  executive  power  is  exprefsly  forbidden  to  contrail 
public  debts  :  the  commanders  of  armies  he  appoints  by  the 
will  of  the  ftates ;  in  the  other  appointments  he  feems  unli- 
mited. The  minifters  are  to  be  only  refponfible  •,  yet  the 
king's  opinion  is  ultimately  to  prevail  in  the  council.  The  mi- 
nifters  may,  however,  refufe  to  counterfign,  without  which  no 
decree  of  council  is  valid.  If  the  king  perfifts,  the  marflial  of 
the  diet  muft  convene  that  aflembly,  and  two-thirds  of  the  fe- 
cret  votes  of  the  diet  may  remove  any  member  of  the  council 
or  executive  department.  The  regulations  relating  to  the  judi- 
cial powers,  the  regency,  the  education  of  the  king's  children, 
&c.  are  perfectly  judicious  and  proper. — A  large  part  of  this 
work  relates  to  choice  of  nuncios  to  the  diets;  we  (hall  fels6t 
only  the  c]ualifications  and  difqualifications  of  votes.  Our 
readers  will  remark  the  oppofition  between  the  firft  fentences 
of  the  two  fe^tions. 

*    Concerfiing  Per/ons  hai'ing  Right  to  ^jote. 

*  All  nobles  of  the  equeftrian  order  are  entitled  to  vote  in  thei^ 
refpedlive  palatinates  and  dillrifts  : 

*  I  ft.  All  hereditary  proprietors  of  landed  property,  or  poflefled 
of  eftates  by  adjudication  for  a  debt,  paying  territorial  tax  to  go- 
vernment :  fons  alfo  of  fuch  proprietors,  during  the  life  of  their 
parents,  before  the  ex-divifion  of  patrimony. 

'  2d.  Brothers,  inheriting  eftates,  before  they  have  fhared  their 
fucceffion. 

'   3d.  All  mortgagees  who  pay  one  hundred  florins   (fifty  fliil- 
lings)   of  territorial  tax  per  year  from  their  pofTefiions. 
'   *  4th.  All  life-holders  of  lands  paying  territorial  tax  to  the  fame 
amount. 

*  5th;  All  nobles  in  the  army,  pofTefTed  of  fuch  qualifying  ef- 
tates have  a  vote  in  their  refpedive  diftrids  in  time  of  peace,  and 
properly  furloughed  by  their  commanders. 

*  6th.  Legal  pofTeffion  is  underftood  to  be  qualifying,  when  it 
has  been  formerly  acquired  and  aftually  enjoyed  for  twelve  calen* 
dar  months  previoufly. 

*   Cottcer7iing  thofe  that  have  no  Right  to  vote, 
«   1  ft.   Thofe  of  the  equeftrian  order  that  are  not  aftually  pof- 
faffed  of  a  property,  as  defgribed  in  the  foregoing  article. 
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*  2(3.  Such  as  hold  royal,  ecclefiaftical,  or  noble  lands,  even 
with  right  of  inheritance,  but  on  condition  of  feme  duty  or  pay- 
ment to  their  principals,  confequently  dependent  thereon. 

*  %.  Gentry  poflefiing  ellates  on  feudal  tenure,  called  Ordy^ 
nackie,  as  being  bound  to  certain  perfonal  fervice  thereby,- 

<  4th.  All  renters  of  ellates  that  have  no  other  qualifying  pro- 
perty. 

*  5  th.  Thofc  that  have  not  accomplifhed  eighteen  years  of 
age. 

*  6th.  Crimine  not  at  i,  and  thofe  that  are  under  a  decree  pafTed 
in  default,  even  in  the  firft  inftance,  for  having  difobeyed  any 
judicial  coqrt.* 

Every  perfon  of  the  equeflrlan  order  who  pays  a  territorial 
tax,  be  it  ever  fo  fmall,  is  eligible  to  the  diet.  By  fecret  votes 
is  meant  the  method  of  fcrutinyby  ballot. 

The  refponfibility  of  the  nuncios  for  their  condudl  is  amply 
confirmed  by  the  meetings  to  take  the  report  of  the  dietines, 
when  for  mifcondu6t,  or  other  caufes,  any  member  may  be  dif- 
placed  and  another  chofen.  For  the  inferior  regulations  which 
do  not  involve  any  great  conftitutional  change,  we  muft  refer 
to  the  work  itfelf.  The  adminillration  of  jultice  feems  to  be 
very  carefully  attended  to. 

From  this  abftraft  it  will  appear,  that  the  caufe  of  freedom 
has  gained  very  confiderably  by  this  revolution  j  and  if  the  true 
whigs  wifli  to  celebrate  its  conquefts,  the  third  of  May  is  a  bet- 
ter lera  than  the  fourteenth  of  July,  inafmuch  as  a  regulated 
liberty  is  more  defirable  than  anarchy.  The  change  in  the  (late 
of  the  monarchy  from  the  election  of  individuals,  to  that  of  Z^- 
m'uics,  for,  to  gratify  probably  the  prejudices  of  the  Poles,  this  is 
the  language  employed,  is  well  known;  and  in  this  way  the 
king  feems  to  have  obtained  the  greateft  advantages.  The 
abolition  of  the  liberum  veto,  and  of  confederated  diets,  add 
to  his  power,  to  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom,  and  difpatch  of  pub- 
lic buiinefs;  but  the  rigid  refponfibility  of  the  nuncios,  and 
the  king  having  no  dillincSl:  character  except  as  prefident  of  the 
fenatc;  though,  as  it  is  fettled,  the  biftiops,  palatines,  and  caf- 
tellans  being  of  his  nomination,  may  be  confidered  as  his  council^ 
gives  the  whole  an  appearance  too  democratical.  The  great 
fource  of  future  evil  feems  to  be  the  equeflrian  order*,  it  was 
the  principal  difficulty  in  the  revolution,  which  is  fometimes 
eluded  and  fometimes  obviated.  From  them  we  fhould  be 
chiefly  apprehenfive  ;  and  it  can  only  be  afcertained  by  a  more 
perfedl  acquaintance  with  the  ilate  of  fociety  in  Poland  thau 
we  can  boaft,  the  number  and  refpe61:abllity  of  the  burghers, 
lifc-hclders,  and  yeomen,  whether  the  new  conftitution  may 
not  be  in  danger  from  the  number  and  the  turbulence  of  the. 

equeflrian 


'Nwj  Conjlitutions  of  France^  Poliuul,  and  Ajmr'ica*     447 

-c^iueftrian  order,  whofe  privileges  are  fo  much  abridged.  By 
commerce,  their  nobility  was  colifidcred  as  loft.  This  point 
is  pafled  over ;  but  we  perceive  the  foundation  of  the  barrier 
is.fapped  by  allov.ing  citizens  who  can  purchafe  *  .a  village  or 
borough  of  a  territorial  nature,  which  pays  at  leaft  200  florins 
territorial  tax,'  to  claim  nobility  :  befides  that,  in  every  orainary 
diet,  thirty  refpeftable  citizens  are  to  be  admitted  to  the  nobi- 
lity. As  in  this  way  the  equeftrian  order  may  regain  nobility, 
it  may  be  a  more  political  method  of  leading  them  to  commerce, 
by  gradually  undermining,  inftead  of  at  once  oppofing,  their 
native  prejudices.  When  confidered  in  a  general  view,  this 
new  conftitution  appears  to  he  an  excellen^t  one :  when  viewed 
relatively  to  the  former  Rate  of  thedillradled  kingdom  forwhich 
it  was  adapted,  wc  cannot  fulhciently  admire  the  judgment,  the 
ability,  the  policy,  which  it  difplays  in  every  page. 

In  the  French  coPiftitution  there  a^re  -no  very  material  changes : 
the  aflembly,  by  its  hft  decrees,  authorifes  the  alienjitjons  that 
liave  been  made ;  give  the  citizens  the  right  of  ele(£l:ing  the 
minifters  of  their  worfhip ;  and  among  the  objed^s  for  which 
public  fuccours  are  decreed,  have  now  added  '  the  education  of 
deferted  children :'  the  qualifications  of  electors  are  alfo  more 
limited.  The  guards  of  the  king  cannot  exceed  1200  infantry 
and  600  cavalry,  to  be  paid  from  the  funds  of  the  civil  lift,  and 
to  be  taken  from  the  troops  of  the  line,  o^^  thofe  who  have 
ferved  one  year  in  the  nationalguards.  The  only  rrvethod  v/hich 
the  king  can  adopt  to  make  guards  unnoceiiary,  will  be  to  de- 
cline having  any.  The  election  of  a  regent  -is  taken  from  the 
le^iflative  body,  and  given  to  the  ele£tors,  whofe  conduft,  in 
cafe  of  an  emergency,  is  particularly  pointed  out.  What  re- 
lates to  the  changes  which  have  been  -made  in  criminal  or  civil 
cafes  we  {halltraaCcribe.: 

•  No  man  can  be  apprehended,  but  to  be  conduced  before  the 
officer  of  police,  and  no  man  can  be  arrefted  or  detained,  but  by 
virtue  of  an  order  of  the  officers  of  police,  a  warrant  of  arreft  frora 
a  tribunal,  a  degree  of  accufation  by  L>ie  legiflative  body,  in  cafes 
in  which  it  belongs  to  it  to  pronounce,  or  of  a  fentencc  of  impri- 
fonment  or  corredional  detention.* 

•  Every  perfon  arreted,  and  taken  before  the  officer  of  police, 
ihall  be  immediately  examined,  or  at  fartheft  within  twenty-four 
hours. 

•  If  it  appear  from  the  examination  that  there  is  no  ground  of 
accufation  againft  him,  he  fliall  immediately  be  liberated;  or  if 
there  is  ground  for  fending  him  to  the  houfe  of  arrcd,  he  fliall  be 
iept  to  it  with  the  lead  pofiible  delay,  which  can  in  no  eafc  exceed 
jthjce  days.* 
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*  No  perfon  arrefted,  can  be  detained  if  he  give  fufficient  bail, 
in  all  thofe  inftances  in  which  the  law  allows  to  remain  free  under 
bail.' 

*  No  pcrfon,  in  cafes  where  confinement  is  authorized  by  law, 
can  be  conveyed  or  detained,  except  in  fuch  places  as  are  legally, 
and  publicly  appointed  houfes  of  arreft,  of  juflice,  or  imprifon- 
ment.  , 

.  *  No  keeper  or  gaoler  can  receive  or  detain  any  perfon,  but  by 
virtue  of  the  warrants,  orders  of  arreil,  or  fentences,  enumerated 
in  the  tenth  article,  and  except  they  fhall  have  been  tranfcribed 
upon  his  regiiler.' 

*  Every  keeper  or  gaoler  is  bound,  without  a  fpecial  order  to 
the  contrary,  to  produce  the  prifoncr  to  the  civil  officers  entrufted 
with  the  care  of  the  police  of  the  houfe  of  confinement  as  often  as 
he  fhall  make  the  demand. 

*  The  fight  of  the  prifoner  cannot  be  denied  to  his  relations, 
friends,  and  neighbours,  bearing  an  order  of  the  civil  officer, 
which  he  ftiall  always  be  bound  to  grant,  except  the  keeper  or 
gaoler  produce  an  order  of  the  judge,  transcribed  upon  his  re- 
giiler,  for  keeping  his  prifoner  fecret.* 


*  No  pcrfon  can  be,  enquired  after,  or  profecuted,  on  account 
of  writings  which  he  Ihall  have  printed  or  publiflied,  if  he  has  not 
inculcated  difobediejice  to  the  law,  contempt  of  the  conftitutional 
powers,  and  refiilafnce  to  their  atls,  or  fome  of  thofe  adlions  de- 
clared crimes  or  ofF^-nces  by  law. 

*  Cenfure  on  the  adls  of  the  condituted  povv'ers  is  permitted  : 
but  voluntary  flanders  againfl  the  ptobity  of  public  officers,  and 
the  reftitude  of  their  intentions  in  the  exercife  of  their  offices,  may 
be  profecuted  by  thofe  againft  whom  they  are  direded. 

*  Slanders,  or  injurious  reports  agarnll  any  perfon  whatfoevcr, 
relative  to  the  adions  of  their  private  life,  ihall  be  puniffied  upon 
their  profecution. 

*  No  perfon  can  be  tried  either  by  a  civil  or  criminal  a6tion  on 
account  of  any  writings  printed  or  published,  except  it  fhall  have 
been  examined  and  declared  by  a  jury,  ift.  Whether  there  is  any 
thing  criminal  in  the  writing  complained  of?  zdly.  Whether  the 
perfon  profecuted  has  been  guilty  of  it  ?' 

Thefe  are  the  principal  alterations,  for  the  minuter  changes 
it  is  unnecelTary  to  enumerate:  as  they  do  not  affeft  the  leading 
traits  of  the  conftitution,  they  cannot  influence  our  opinion  of 
it. 

Sermons 
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E  reviewed  Mr.  Janes'  Lectures  on  the  Figurative  Lan- 
guage of  the  Holy  vScriptures  in  our  Lxvth  volume,  p. 
417.  The  prefent  Sermons  are  chiefly  moral :  our  author  is, 
however,  too  figurative  in  liis  morality,  and  allcgorifes  too 
often  in  the  ftyle  of  honefl  John  Bunyan. 

The  fubjecls  of  the  Sermons  in  the  firfl  volume  are,  The 
Art  of  Tranquillity. — ^The  Pleafures  of  heavenly  Mindednefs, 
• — Confiderations  on  the  Circumftances  of  Chrift's  Rcfurrec- 
tion. — The  Bleflednefs  of  a  Chriftian's  Death. — The  Gadarenc 
delivered. — St.  Peter's  Deliverance  out  of  Prifon,  morally  con- 
fidered,  as  a  Sign  or  Picture  of  the  Chriftian  Salvation.— Con- 
fiderations on  St.  Paul's  Shipwreck, — The  great  Duty  of  liv- 
ing peaceably. — The  evil  Servant. — ^Truft  in  the  Providence  of 
God,  neceffary  to  the  Safety  and  Happinefs  of  Man. — The 
Danger  and  Folly  of  mocking  at  Sin. — ^The  true  Senfe  and  great 
Excellence  of  Charity. — ^"Fhe  Houfe  of  God  the  Houfc  of 
Prayer. — The  Chriftian  Do£l:rine  of  Self-denial  and  taking  up 
the  Crofs. — The  Nature  and  Malignity  of  Spiritual  Wicked- 
pefs. 

The  firft  fermon  is  a  judicious  and  pr.a6lical  one ;  and  the 
following  obfervation,  though  the  language  is  too  much  of  the 
igurative  kind,  is  acute  and  juft. 

*  Under  the  (late  of  the  gofpel,  zeal  and  piety  bring  Ch/ilHan 
people  into  difficulties,  by  expofing  them  to  the  hatred  of  the 
world.  To  avoid  which,  we  are  under  a  temptation  of  betaking 
ourfelves  to  the  convenient  policy  oi  offending  nobody  :  and,  to  put 
a  face  upon  our  pufillanimity,  we  call  it  difcretion\  the  cheapell 
of  all  the  virtues :  becaufe  the  reputation  of  it  is  obtained  by  do- 
ing nothing;  at  leaft,  by  doing  no  good,  for  fear  of  interrupting 
our  own  eafe.  The  brightnefs  of  the  rainbonx:  is  attended  by  anothsr 
circky  of  an  inferior  hghty  tvherein  the  order  of  the  colours  is  in-uert- 
ed.  So  is  the  bright  circle  of  the  'virtues  attended  h^  another  fet,  of 
a  fpuricus  kind,  nxjhich  mock  the  true  ;  and  this  faint-hearted  difcre- 
tion  is  one  of  them.  It  m^y  phafe  us  for  a  time,  but  it  will  de- 
ceive us  at  laft.* 

We  iliall  fele£t  another  paflage  from  this  fermon,  where  the 
figure  is  perhaps  too  violent,  but  the  remark  on  the  whole  dc- 
ferves  attention. 

*  Some  men  feem  to  be  fent  into  the  world  for  the  trial  of  others. 
They  anfwer  the  end  of  winds  and  dorms,  which  purge  the  at- 
jnofphere  of  its  vapours ;  and,  by  agitating  the  roots  of  trees  and 
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plants,  fiiat:e  them  grow  the  fafter.  Of  fuch  we  are  to  remem- 
ber, that  as  the  weather  is  under  God's  direction,  fo  are  they  un- 
der the  reilraints  of  his  power.  He  permits  them  to  go  to  certaia 
lengths  for  purpofes  known  to  himfelf :  but  they  can  go  no  far- 
ther. 

*  Enemies  anfWer  To  many  purpofes,  that  they  are  in  fome  de- 
gree neceflary  to  every  good  man.  The  army  Rationed  in  an  ene- 
my's country  is  vigilant;  which,  at  home,  where  there  is  no  dan- 
ger, would  be  diiTolute.  So,  in  private  life,  a  man's  enemies  oblige 
him  to  live  more  prudently  and  virtuouHy  ;  that  no  advantage  may 
be  given  to  thofe  who  will  be  glad  to  take  it.  His  enemies  may 
be  farther  necefl'ary,  for  the  punilhment  of  his  fms.  When  atnan*s 
<ways  plea/e  the  Lord,  he  7nakcth  his  enemies  to  he  at  peace  'u^ith  him. 
Whence  the  inference  is  natural;  that  his  life  may  be  lefs  peace- 
able, becauie  his  ways  want  to  be  corrected.  The  eonfcience  of 
David,  in  his  troubles,  puts  this  interpreiation  upon  the  curfes  of 
Shemei.  Thus  may  ill  men  be  oi  ufe  to  drive  us  back  to  our 
duty,  as  wild  bcajjs  drive  man  from  the  woods  and  the  forefls  into 
the  fafety  of  civil  fociety.  And  if  God,  when  fuch  things  hap^- 
pen,  will  be  pleafed  to  accept  of  the  railings  and  reproaches  of  an 
enemy  toward  the  pardon  of  our  fins;  we  Ihould  be  thankful  for 
them.  There  would  be  no  abfurdity  (and,  fuppofmg  them  to  come 
from  the  impenitent,  no  want  of  charity)  in  praying  for  mere  of 
them.*   . 

There  are  not  many  ferment  more  unexceptionable  than  the  * 
firft :  the  rage  for  allegory,  and  the  attempt  to  fpiritualife  the 
moft  common  facSls  are  the  fources  of  the   principal  errors. 
We  fliall  felc£l  one,  and  not  the  moft  ofTenfive  inftancc,  from 
the  fecond  fermon. 

*  The  firft  circumftance  attending  the  refurre(^ion  of  Chrill  may 
ferve  as  a  fpecimen,  to  teach  what  we  may  exped  from  the  reft. 
Jn  the  firft  verfe  of  the  28ih  chapter  of  St.  Matthew,  we  are  told, 
the  refurredlion  happened  as  it  da^oned  toixjards  thefirji  day  of  the 
rvueek.  St.  Mark  fays,  more  exprefsly,  that  it  was  at  the  rijing  of 
the  fun.  Here  then  you  fee,  as  on  many  other  occarion",  the  na- 
liiral  works  of  God  bearing  tertimony  to  his  Spiritual  works  for 
the  falvation  of  man.  At  the  crucifixion  of  Chrift  the  fup  was 
darkened  ;  and  from  the  duration  of  the  darknefs  for  the  fpace  of 
three  hours,  we  may  infer  that  this  darknefs  happened  from  an 
eclipfe  of  the  fun  :  the  natural  fun  failing  in  its  light,  fo  long  as 
the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs,  who  is  the  true  light  of  man,,  was  fuf- 
fering  upon  the  crofs.  So  at  his  refurredlion,  the  Sun  of  Grace 
snd  the  fun  of  nature  rife  together.  From  wheuce  this  inference 
is  neceffary,  that  he  is,  as  he  faid  of  himfelf,  the  true  light;  and, 
that  he  is  the  author  cf  a  new  life  to  the  world,  ^\  the  fun  begins 
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a  new  day.  Wc  Icirn  that  as  nature  rifes  with  the  fun,  fo  doth, 
the  world  rife  with  Jefus  Chrift,  and  receive  life  and  immortality 
from  his  refurredion  :  and  it  is  not  improbable,  but  that  where  h» 
is  faid  to  have  brought  to  light ,  that  is  (as  the  word  fignifies)  to 
hsave  illuminatedy  life  and  immortality y  his  refurrcclion  at  the  rifrng 
of  the  fun  may  be  referred  to  :  for  certainly  his  refurredton  did  dif- 
fufe  life,  as  truly  as  the  f^n  did  then  bring  on  the  day.  There- 
fore every  rifmg  of  the  fun  Ihould  remind  us  of  the  refurreftion  of 
Jefus  Chrift.  V/hen  we  receive  the  benefit  of  every  day's  light, 
we  Ihonld  return  thanks  for  the  light  of  life  and  immortality,  by 
the  refurredion  of  our  Lord.  And  this  is  the  grand  reafon  why 
natural  things  and  fpiritual  are  thus  coopled  together,  that  in  the 
one  we  may  daily  read  the  other ;  and  that  the  fight  of  Nature 
may  lead  us  to  oi^r  prayers.  Happy  are  they  who  make  this  .ufe 
of  it.' 

The  fame  fpirit  pervades  almoft  every  Sermon  in  thefc  vo- 
lumes, and  leflens  the  pleafure  we  (hould  otherwife  have  feit 
from  judicious  remarks  and  truly  pious  as  well  as  practical  ob- 
fcrvations. — As  a  proof  that  our  author  can  occafionally  ftep 
out  of  this  faulty  path,  we  fhall  extract  a  paflage  from  the  laft 
Sermon  of  the  firft  volume. 

*  The  nature  of  the  fubjefl  requires  us  now  to  take  a  fhort  re- 
view of  the  artifices  which  are  employed  to  draw  men  into  fpiritual 
wickednefs.  The  firft  and  chief  of  thefe  is  to  inflate  the  mind 
with  a  falfe  opinion  of  its  own  natural  powers.  He,  who  under- 
takes to  perfuade  us,  that  man  has  a  native  light  by  which  he  can 
knoxvy  and  a  poiver  by  which  he  can  do,  the  will  of  God,  under- 
ilands  the  confequences  of  his  fuccefs  :  he  knows,  that  if  we  fol- 
low him  thus  far,  we  Ihil!  be  prepared  to  receive  the  reft  of  his 
opinions.  Few  have  written  againft  the  Chriftian  dodrincs,  at 
leaft  in  modern  times,  who  have  not  firft  endeavoured  to  make 
the  mind  conceited  of  its  own  powers.  He,  that  publiihes  to  cor- 
rupted nature  the  pleafing  dodlrines  of  natural  liberty,  indepen- 
dence^ and  \.\it  fflf-fujiciency  of  the  human  mind,  will  never  want 
an  audience.  Pride  and  indolence  will  always  be  glad  to  hear, 
that  nothing  is  required  of  them,  on  queftions  of  the  higheft  im- 
portance in  religion,  but  to  look  inwards,  and  confult  their  own 
opinions.  The  private  judgment  of  an  individal,  rafli  and  inexpe- 
rienced as  it  may  be,  has  been  allowed  to  be  conclufive  againft  the 
laws  and  regulations  of  fociety  :  whence  vanity  will  readily  infer, 
that  a  private  perfon  cannot  do  juftice  to  his  own  wifdom,  till  he 
contradids  the  judgment  of  the  public,  and  ftrikes  into  fome  by- 
path of  his  own. 

*  It  has  been  afferted  on  the  fame  ground,  that  no  man  can  fall 
into  condemnadpn  for  the  errors  of  his  faith;  becaufe  fmcerity  in 

falfehoo4 


452t  J^dams'  Geometrical  and  Graphical  EJJays. 

falfehood  will  be  as  acceptable  to  God  as  truth  itfeif.  But  migtit 
we  not  as  well  fay,  that  poifcn  will  anfvver  all  the  piirpofes  of 
wholefome  food,  provided  it  be  eaten  with  a  good  appetite  ?  Or 
that  darknefs  may  be  fu-bflitutcd  for  light ;  and  that  men  mny  di- 
reft  their  Heps  by  one  as  well  as  by  the  other?  If  this  principle 
is  true,  the  priefls  of  Baal  may  find  a  place  in  heaven,  and  Jefus 
Chrift  need  not  have  come  into  the  world.' 

The  fubje<Ss  of  the  feccnd  volume  are,  Popular  Commo- 
tions confidered  as  Signs  of  the  approaching  End  of  the  World. 
—The  Duty  of  {Supporting  the  Weak  (with  feveral  Obferva- 
tions  on  the  prefent  Support  of  the  Clergy.) — Hie  religious 
Ufe  of  Botanical  Phllofcphy. — Confiderntions  on  the  Nature 
and  Oeconomy  of  Beafts  and  Cattle. — Confiderations  on  the 
Natural  Hiftory  of  the  Earth  and  its  Minerals^— The  Nature 
and  Excellence  of  Mufic. — The  Rcafonablenefs  and  Neceflity 
of  fearing  God. — The  Benefits  of  Civil  Obedience.— Paro- 
chial Reformation  recommended,— The  Duty,  of  relieving  the 
Poor  and  their  Children. — ^The  BlcfTednefs  of  confidering  the 
Poor. — The  liiilory  of  Collections  for  the  Poor  \  with  Ad- 
vice to  the  Members  of  friendly  Societies. — Eternal  Life,  the 
great  Promife  of  the  Law. — Prodigplity  difplayed,  and  OecOf 
nomy  recommended. 

This  volume  partakes  of  the  excellencies  and  faults  o£ 
the  firft.  The  three  Sermons  on  Natural  Hiftory  contain 
many  philofophical  errors,  and  we  have  only  once  more  to  re-r 
gret,  that  a  correft  philofopher  is  not  more  often  engaged  in 
difplaying  the  goodnefs  of  God  in  his  works.  On  the  whole, 
Mr.  Jones  has  not  greatly  added  to  his  fame  by  thefe  Ser^ 
monsj  and,  while  we  commend  him  on  the  whole  as  an 
able  and  pious  divine,  we  muft  condemn  his  affectation  of 
figurative  defcriptions,  of  allegories,  and  fpiritual  allufions. 


Geometrical  and  Graphical  EJpiys,  containing  a  Dejcription  of 
the  Jllathematical  Injhuments  ufcd  in  Geometry^  Civil  mnd 
Military  Sm'veying,  Levelling  and  Perfpe^ive;  ivith  many 
new  Problems,  illujlrative  of  each  Branch,  By  G.  Adams, 
%vo,  135.  Boards,  Printed  for  the  Author,  No.  6o,Fieet- 
ftreet.     1791. 

rr^HIS  is  the  moft  ufeful  of  the  whole  feries  of  publications, 
-■•  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  Mr.  A.dams,  in  the  profe- 
c-ution  of  his  defign  of  explaining  the  employment  of  the  varir 
ous  mathematical  inftruments.  But  the  circumftances,  from 
which  this  volume  derives  its  utility,  prevent  us  from  enlarg- 
ing on  it,  for  it  confiils  of  an  account  of  different  inftruments, 
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whofe  life  can  only  be  underftood  from  examining  at  the  fame 
time  the  plates. 

After  explaining  the  common  inftruments,  ufually  cnclof- 
cd  in  the  drawing-cafe,  our  author  proceeds  to  the  folution  of 
fome  ufcful  geometrical  problems.  The  methods  employed 
in  dividing  quadrants,  and  particularly  Mr.  Bird's  procefs,  are 
very  ufeful  additions  ;  and  the  geometrical  and  mechanical  me- 
thods of  defcribing  circles  of  every  poflible  diameter,  for  the 
greater  part  of  which  our  author  acknowledges  hi mfelf  obliged 
to  Mr.  Prieftley  cf  Bradford,  are  new  and  highly  ufeful.  The 
account  of  the  eliptical  compaUcs,  and  of  Swerdi's  geometrical 
pen,  are  not  particularly  new. 

In  the  Treatife  on  I'rigonometry,  we  find  nothing  which 
deferves  great  commendation.  The  Tra£l;  on  Surveying,  on 
the  contrary,  is  an  excellent  one ;  but  we  fhall  tranfcribe  fome 
part  of  our  author's  own  account  of  his  labours  in  this  depart- 
ment. 

'  The  great  improvements  that  bave  been  made  within  thefe 
few  years  in  the  art  of  dividing,  have  rendered  obfervers  more  ac- 
curate and  more  attentive  to  the  neceflary  adjuftmenrs  cf  their  in- 
ftruments,  which  are  not  now  confidered  as  perfe6l,  unlefs  they 
are  fo  conftru£led,  that  the  perfon  who  ufes  them  can  either  cor- 
red  or  allow  for  the  errors  to  which  they  are  liable.  Amono-  the 
various  improveniAits  which  the  inftruments  of  fcience  have  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Ramfden,  we  are  to  reckon  thofe  of  the  theo- 
dolet  here  defcribed ;  the  furveyor  will  find  alfo  that  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  a  fmali  quadrant  that  fhould  be  conffantly  ufed  with  the 
chain,  improvements  in  the  circumferenter,  plain-table,  protrac- 
tor, &c.' 


*  The  reader  will,  I  hope,  excufe  me,  if  I  flop  a  moment  to 
give  him  fome  account  of  Mr.  Gale's  improvements  ;  they  con- 
fift,  firft,  in  a  new  method  of  plotting,  which  is  performed  by 
fcales  of  equal  parts,  (without  a  protraflor),  from  the  northings 
and  fouihings,  callings  and  weflings,  taken  out  of  the  table  which 
forms  the  appendix  to  this  work  ;  this  nrethod  is  much  more  ac- 
curate than  that  in  common  ufe,  becaufeany  fmall  inacciirary,  that 
might  happen  in  laying  down  one  Hne,  is  naturally  correded  ia 
the  next;  whereas  in  the  common  method  of  plotting  by  fcaleand 
protradcr,  any  inaccuracy  in  a  former  line  is  naturally  communis 
cated  to  all  the  fucceeding  lines.  The  next  improvement  ccnfiftV 
in  a  new  method  of  determining  the  areay  with  fuperior  accuracy, 
from  the  northings,  fouthings,  eaftings,  and  welHngs  (without 
anv  regird  to  the  plot  or  draught),  by  an  eafy  computation. 
•'  As  the  meafuring  a  ftrait  line  with  exa^nefs  i»  one  of  the 

%  greateft 
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greateft  dlfficuliies  in  furveying,  I  was  muchfurprifed  to  find  man-/ 
land-meafurers  ufing  only  a  chain  ;  a  mode  in  which  errors  arc 
multiplied  without  a  poffibility  of  their  being  difcovered  or  cor- 
reded.  I  mud  not  forget  to  mention  here,  that  I  have  inferted 
in  this  part  Mr.  Break's  method  of  furveying  and  planning  by  th« 
plain  table,  the  bearings  being  taken  and  protraded  at  the  fame 
inftant  in  the  field  upon  one  fheet  of  paper;  thus  avoiding  the 
trouble  and  inconvenience  of  fhifting  the  paper :  this  is  followed 
by  a  fmall  iketch  of  maritime  furveying,  the  ufe  of  the  panto- 
grapher,  the  art  of  levelling,  and  a  few  aftronomical  problems, 
with  the  manner  of  ufing  Hadley*s  quadrant  and  fextant ;  even 
here  fome  fuggefiions  will  be  found,  that  are  new  and  ufeful.* 

The  laft  Treatife  is  a  pra£tfcal  one  Gn  Pei-fpeftive,  with  the 
defcription  of  tvi^o  inftruments  defigned  to  promote  and  facili- 
tate the  labours  of  the  drawer. — The  plates,  as  may  be  ex- 
pelled, are  numerous ;  they  amount  to  thirty-tw%  and  are 
executed  very  neatly  and  clearly. 

Petrarch's  View  of  Human  Lfe,     By  Mrs,   Bobfon,     Svd. 
6s.  Boards*     Stockdale.     1791. 

'T^HE  peculiar  tendernefs  and  fenfibility  of  Petrarch's  mind 
-■'  are  fo  confpicuous  in  his  poetical  works  that  it  may  be 
fuppofed,his  *  View  of  Human  Life,'  like  tfce  epigrammatift's, 
would  be  a  fcene  of  complaints.  A  difpofition,  foftened  by 
diftrefs,  a  mind  penetrating  and  acute,  able  to  feize  on  the 
peculiar  diltinguifliing  circumftances  of  every  fituation,  ilorcd 
with  the  events  of  former  ages,  and  attuned  to  the  figh  of 
pain  and  difappointment,  would  fcarcely  refle6l  the  moft 
plcafing  parts  of  the  pi6lure.  The  work  before  us  was,  how- 
ever, written  in  the  zenith  of  his  fame  and  his  profperity,  when 
the  wound  infli6led  by  his  Laura  had  not  rankled  in  folitu'de, 
and  his  feelings  had  not  been  fharpened  by  difappointment.  At 
a  future  period  its  complexion  might  have  been  different. 

If  we  furvey  our  author's  rcprefentation,  we  fhall  fee,  that 
he  pofleffed  the  alchemical  fkill  of  extracting  poifon  from  the 
fweets  around.  We  are  reminded  of  Belcour's  defcription  of 
the  wife,  which  his  peculiar  unguarded  volatility  would  render 
necefTary.     '  There  is  a  fcaffold  over  our  heads,  a  well  under 

our  feet  j  that  man  is  a  rogue  ;  that  woman' but  as  we 

quote  from  memory  only,  we  may  unintentionally  offend. 
Such  however  is  the  whole  tenor  of  our  author's  work.  The 
difagreeable  parts  are  felecSled,  as  marks  to  point  out  the 
ihoals  and  quickfands,  in  which  the  traveller  or  mariner's  bed 
hopes  may  fuffer  fhipwreck,  or  be  inadvertently  fwallowed  up; 
and  there  are  enough  of  the  difagreeable  accidents  of  life  enu- 
merated. 
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mcrated,  to  leave  the  reader's  mind  in  an  unpleafingfufpicious 
ftate.  It  is  fufficient  for  our  purpofe  to  fele£t  a  fpecimen  or  two. 

'  My  country  is  noble.  By  ivhat  nohdity^  is  the  queftion?  for 
a  country  is  made  noble,  by  the  number  of  inhabitants,  by  the 
abundance  of  wealth,  by  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  and  the  commo- 
dious lituation  ;  by  wholefome  air,  and  clear  fprings  ;  the  fea 
nigh,  fafe  havens,  and  convenient  rivers.  That  is  commonly" 
called  a  noble  country,  that  is  fruitful  of  wine  and  other  commo- 
dities, as  corn,  cattle,  flocks  of  fheep,  herds  o^  udder  bealls  :  and 
mines  of  gold  and  filver.  We  call  that  a  good  country  whercinr 
are  bred  ftrong  horfiis,  fat  oxen,  tender  kids,  and  pieafant  fruics  :* 
but  where  good  men  arc  bred,  ye  neither  enquire  after  nor  think 
it  worthy  the  enquiring;  hoivbeiti  it  is  the  virtue  of  its  citizens 
that  conlVitutes  the  glory  and  fafety  of  a  country  ;  and  therefore 
Virg^,  in  defcribing  the  Reman  glory,  did  not  fo  much  as  touch 
upon  the  former;  but  fpoke  of  the  might  of  the  empire,  the  va- 
lour of  the  people,  and  the  ftrength  of  their  children. 

*  I  rejoke  in  my  noble  country. — What  if  thou  art  obfcure  i» 
fuch  a  noble  country,  or  perhaps  vile  ;  thou  Ihalt  then  be  the  foon- 
er  marked.  —  My  country  is  very  famous.  —  Cat;3line  had  not  bceiy 
fo  infamous,  or  Nero,  had  they  not  been  born  in  fo  famous  a  coun-- 
try. — I  am  of  a  well-known  country. — Unlefs  thjon  glijler  of  thyfelf 
this  will  bring  thee  into  darknefs.  Among  fo  many  Qyt&  there  is  no 
lurking  ;  knoweft^thou  not  the  faying,  I  had  rather  thy  conntry  were 
known  by  thee  than  thou  by  thy  country;  nay,  even  then,  there  is  np 
fame  without  the  contempt  of  the  ignorant  or  the  envy  of  the  proud, 
the  firft  is  the  fafer,  the  other  the  more  famous  evil :  many  that  might 
be  named,  had  they  remained  buried  in  fome  poor  corner,  would 
have  been  great  there,  who,  {hewing  themTelves,  were  difparaged. 
The  anfwer  of  Themiftocles  to  a  man  who  afcribed  his  fame  to  his 
city  is  pertinent  :  verily  I,  fh  uld  not  be  obfcure  there  ;  nor  thou 
renowned  :  Plato,  on  the  contrary,  as  great  wits  fometimes  have 
great  errors,  gave  thanks  for  many  things  and  in  that  he  did  well: 
he  gave  thanks  to  nature  for  maicing  him  a  man  and  not  a  beaft  ; 
of  the  male  kind,  and  not  a  woman ;  an  Athenian,  not  a  Theban  ; 
and  lallly,  thar  he  was  born  in  the  time  of  Socrates.' 

The  following  reflexions  are  judicious  and  ufeful. 

'  But  poverty  muft  be  grievous  ! — yet  Ihe  preferved  the  city  of 
Rome  many  hundred  years;  and  when  Ihe  left  it,  the  city  fell: 
but  poverty  in  a  houfe  is  lamentable ;  her  entrance  is  fomewhat 
fharp  and  bitter  ;  and  like  a  wayfaring  man,  armed  at  all  points  : 
but  w  le  •  nee  received  into  familiarity,  fhe  will  be  a  gueft,  no- 
thing fumptuous,  indeed  ;  but  quiet  and  gentle.  How  can  that 
be,  v/hen  ihe  breaketh  the  fpirit }  Th»  fpic^f  of  the  proud  fhe 

breaketh. 
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breaketh,  but  not  the  fpirit  of  the  humble  :  grievous  to  thofc  that 
withftand  her,  butplealant  to  them  that  give  her  place  :  them  Ihe 
preferveth  from  manifold  evils ;  for  Ibe  is  a  paffing  diligent  watch- 
er; Ihe  faveth  them  from  thieves,  and  pleafures  which  are  worfd 
than   thieves;  from  abfurd  judgments  of  outward  appearance; 
from  the  infamy  of  covetuoufnefs  and  prodigality;   who/^/  in  the 
wide  halls  of  the  rich  :  but  in  the  cottages  of  the  poor,  there  is 
no  room  for  pride  ;  no  fore  for  envy  ;  no  fear  of  loflcs  nof  of  de- 
ceit ;  nor  furfeits  and  loathfomenefs  ;  nor  of  the  gout :   that  un- 
failing qiief  of  the  rich  !  all  which  being  fhnt  out  of  doors,  healthy 
quietnefs,  and  virtue,  (hall  have  the  larger  entertainment  :  and 
they  will  bring  their  own  welcome  :  but  to  be  denied  proper  food 
and  apparel,  cannot  be  a  comfort.     Virtue  is  pleafed  with  a  very 
little:  Vice  with  no  blefling  that  can  be  given  her.     Virtue  de- 
nieth  nothing  but  what  would   hurt  being  granted ;  and  taketlt 
away  nothing  but  what  it  is  profitable  to  lofe ;  (he  deferreth  nothing  r 
Ihe  commandeth  nothing — ihe  plucketh  not  back  her  hand;  fhe" 
ffov/ncih   not :  ilie  looketh  not  firangely  :  flie  defpileth  no  man  : 
Ihe  forfakerh  no  man  :  fhe  dcceiveth  no  man  :  fhe  chafethnot,  ibe 
lageth  not,  flie  changeth  not  !   (he  is  always  one,  and  cveiy  where 
u>  be  found  if  fought  truly  :  the  more  fhe  is  tailed,  of  the  fweeter 
fhe  feemeth  ;  and   the  nearer  (he  is   beheld,  the  fairer  e<very  day 
iihen   other  fhe  appeareth :  affiiCiion    oft  precedes,  never,   never, 
follows  her  ftcps  !   But  to  be  berefc  of  the  mofl  valuable  goods  of 
life.      If  thou  doll:  efteem  gold  and  purple  above  the  furniture  of 
^n  honefl  mind,  then  will  1   fay  that  thcu  art  poor,  and  bare  in- 
deed !   virtue  is  not  gotten  by  riches,  but  riches  by  virtue  ;   fit  not 
idly  lam.enring,  but  apply  thy  mind  to  fome  ftudy  or  occupationr 
that  fhall  benefit  thee;  the  philofopher  AriRippus  being  caft  by 
fhipwreck  on  the  Rhodian  ihore,  being  deilitute  of  all  things,  and 
yet  delighted  with  the  ftrange  beauty  of  the  place,  as  may  happen 
to  a  noble  mind  :  glancing  his  eyes  about,  he  by  chance  fixed 
them  upon  certain  geometrical  defcripticns  (figures),   crying  then 
a^loud  to  his  companion?,  he   bade  them   he  of  good  cheer,  for 
tjiey  had  not  fallen  upon  a  defart,  but  that  he  dilcefned  the  foot- 
fteps  of  men  ;  from  thence  he  g-ot  to  the  fchcols,  and  by  his  dif- 
putations  won  the  admiration,  «nd  afterwards  gained  the  friend- 
fhip,  of  the  greateft  perfonages  there  ;  whereby  he  provided  meat 
ajid  drink,  and  apparel,   for  himfelf  and  his  companions  ;  v.'ho, 
when  they  departed,  aikcd  him  what  they  ibould  fay  to  his  friends 
when  they  camo  home  :  -to  which  he  made  this  anfwer — bid  them 
prepare  thofe  riches  for  their  children,  which   cannot   peri  ill  by 
fhipwreck,  and  which  neither  the  tempefts  of  the  Teas,   nor  the 
cafualties  of  the  land  can  take  away  I' 

We  have  marked  Ihe  tranflator's  incurix,  her  inadvertencies, 
by  Italics  *,  and,  of  thefe,  we  perceive  too  many:  one  mif- 
tranflation  we  have  re6tjfied  by  adding  the  proper  word,  in*      , 

clofed 
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clofed  in  a  parenthcfis.  For  tliefe  inattentions^  there  can  be 
ho  excufe.  The  public  who  have  granted  fame,  deferve,  in 
return,  attention;  and  a  difrefpe(flful  dilregard  to  thefe  mi- 
nuter circumftartces  may  lead  it  to  withdraw  the  meed  which 
it  has  once  accorded.  If  we  recolle6^  rightly,  Petrarch's  work 
is  not  written  in  a  continued  form;  but  the  refleftionsarile  ^o 
much  from  each  other,  that  they  can  fcarcely  be  fcparated  with 
propriety.  In  various  Inllances  iVIrs.  Dobfon  would  have  a^ted 
with  a  due  regard  to  the  eafe  of  fome  readers,  and  the  under- 
ftanding  of  others,  if  fhe  had  divided  the  work  into  fe£tions 
and  paragraphs. 

ne  Htjlory  of  Ph'ilofophyy  from  the  earlieji  Times  to  the  Beg'wmn^ 
of  the  prefent  Century  ;  drawn  up  from  Brurker*s  tl/fcria 
Critica  PhUofophia,  By  Will'iam  Enfield^  LL,  D.  2  Fob. 
^to,     7.1.  ^s,  Boards.     Johnfon.     I791. 

'np  H  E  Hiftory  of  Ancient  Philofophy  is  fometimes  a  hif- 
'*'  tory  of  tlie  wanderings  and  eccentricities  of  a  deluded 
imagination ;  fometimes  a  fublime  fpettacle  of  the  efforts  of 
the  human  mind  burlting  through  the  furrounding  darknefs, 
glancing  at  omnipotence,  and  tracing  its  finger  through  the 
myfterious  ma^es  of  human  life.  It  more  often  confifts  of 
fpeculative  refinements  on  fubjc61:s  where  certainty  cannot  be 
obtained,  and  of  a  fcholaftic  fubtilty  where  words  hold  the 
place  of  ideas,  and  empty  founds  are  fubftituted  for  folid  in- 
formation. It  is  furprifing,  as  Dr.  Enfield  remarks,  that 
the  Englifh  reader  has  hitherto  had  fo  few  opportunities  of 
ftudying  this  fubjeft.  Stanley's  Hiftory  of  Philofophy  it  is 
not  neceflary  again  to  comment  on  :  it  has  funk  under  the  gra- 
dual decay  of  negle6l,  to  which  its  obfolete  language  has,  in 
fome  degree,  contributed.  Stanley  v^as,  however,  a  faithful 
compiler,  a  man  of  indullry  and  learning ;  nor  is  it  any  fault, 
that  he  hss  not  confuted  what  might  appear  erroneous,  when 
a  hiftmy  of  philofophy  was  his  only  object :  but  the  Englifii 
reader  is  not  without  other  afiiilance.  It  is  remarkable, 
that  Dr.  Enfield  fhould  have  omitted  mentioning  Dr.  Cud- 
worth's  IntelleflualSyflem,  particularly,  as  it  is  fo  clofely  con- 
ne£ied  with  one  part  of  his  own  plan.  Lord  Monboddo's  an- 
cient Metaphyfics  is  a  work  more  nearly  of  the  fame  kind  with 
the  Hiftory  of  Philofophy  *,  but,  like  Mr.  Stanley's,  confined 
chiefly  to  the  Grecian  fchools  ;  and  the  fame  very  refpeftablc 
author,  in  his  Origin  and  Progrefs  of  Language,  often  adverts 

«  *  Sec  Crit.  Rer.  Vol  xlviii.  jiv.  and  Iviii.  To  the  laft  volume,  noticed  in 
©ur  Iviiith  volume,  there  is  a  Ihort,  comprehenfive,  and  conncAed  hiltory  of  th«. 
ancient  philofophy.' 

Crit,  Rev.  N.  Ar,  (IH.)  Dec,  1791.  I  i  to 
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to  thofc  parts  of  the  Grecian  philofophy  conne6lcd  wltli  his 
peculiar  fubje£l. 

Of  the  numerous  works  publifhed  on  the  continent,  which 
treat  of  the  philofophy  of  the  ancients,  Brucker's  is  the  moft 
cxtenfive  and  elaborate,  and  that  with  M'hich  the  Englifh  fcho- 
larsarebeil  acquainted.  Dr.  Enfield  truly  calls  it  *  a  vaft  ma- 
gazine of  important  fa£ls,  collected  with  indefatigable  induf- 
try,  digefted  with  admirable  perfpicuity  of  method,  and  written 
"witii  every  appearance  of  candour  and  impartiality.'  Brucker's 
work  is,  indeed,  minutely  tedipus,  and  laborioufly  verbofej  fo 
that  the  generality  of  readers,  we  confefs  ourfelves  of  the 
number,  have  only  employed  his  vaft  compilation,  as  a  fyllem 
to  be  occafionaliy  referred  to.  It  is  Dr.  Enfield's  defign  to 
read  for  the  general  benefit,  to  comprefs  fix  thick  clofely  printed 
4to  volumes  into  two  moderate  ones,  by  giving  the  fubllance, 
and  the  referencer>,  fo  far  as  the  plan  would  permit,  without 
having  had  opportunity  to  examine  their  accuracy.  From  our 
own  experience,  we  think  that  they  may  be  depended  on ;  and 
our  autlior  adds  his  teilimony  in  their  favour,  fo  far  as  he  has^ 
been  able*  to  examine. 

Among  the  advantages  of  a  hiflory  of  philofophy,  may,  in 
Dr.  Enfield'^s  opijiion,  be  enumerated,  the  probability  of  our 
afcertalning  the  limits  of  the  human  underftanding,  by  feeing, 
from  the  experience  of  different  ages,  how  far  the  luiman  fa- 
culties have  proceeded  in  the  invefligation  of  truth.  This  fub- 
jed^,  which  we  have  often  hinted  at,  will  probably  again  re- 
cur, in  the  courfe  of  thefe  articles  5  for  we  purpofe  to  exa- 
mine the  hiilory  of  ancient  philofophy  at  fome  length,  as  it  is 
little  underftood,  and  generally  mifreprefented :  we  fliall  then 
endeavour  to  fliow,  that  when  we  proceed  farther  than  general 
principles,  and  thefe  of  no  great  variety;  when  we  ftep  beyond 
the  reach  of  our  very  limited  fenfes  and  immediate  perception, 
if  without  the  afhftance  of  revelation,  we  foon  lofe  the  affiitance 
of  reafonand  judgment,  and  our  enquiries  terminate  in  a  mafs 
of  words,  ill  confuficn,  or  that  fpecies  of  wild  extravagance 
flyled  enthufiafm.  Ofte  other  advantage,  m.entioned  by  our 
author,  which  we  alluded  to,  when  we  fpoke  of  Dr.-  Cud- 
worth's  Intelled^uai  Syftem,  v/e  mull  explain  in  his  own  words : 

'  But,  among  the  advantages  v/hich  may  be  expedled,  from  a. 
comparifon  of  the  hiftory  of  philofophy  with  the  prefent  flate  of 
opis'Xons,  one  of  the  principal  is,  that  it  will  lead  to  the  full  dif- 
covery  of  the  origin  of  many  notions  and  praflices, .which  have 
no  other  fupport  than  their  antiquity,  and  coTifequenily  to  much 
important  reformation  and  improvement.  The  dodlrines,  the 
forms,  and  even  the  technical  language  of  oar  public  fchools,  may 
t>?  cafily  traced  back  to  the  fcholaflic  age,  and  through  this  to 
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tMt  ancient  Grecian  redls>  patticularly  to  the  Peripatetic  fcHool. 
It  is  impofiible  that  the  prefent  llaie  of  knowledge  (liould  be  fairly 
compared  with  ancient  wifliom,  without  difcovering  the  abfolute 
neceliiicy  of  enlarging  the  field  of  education  beyond  the  utmofl  li- 
mits prefcribed  by  our  moll  enlightened  anceftors.  From  the  fame 
comparifon,  fimiiar  efFcds  may  be  confidently  expefted,  with  ref- 
peft  to  religious  tenets  and  inftitutions.  When  it  is  clearly  un- 
dcrftood  (as  from  the  prefent  free  difcuffion  of  thefe  fubjeds  it  is 
likely  foon  to  be)  that  many  of  the  d-drines,  commonly  received 
as  of  divine  authority,  originated  in  the  Pagan  fchools,  and  weie 
thence  transplanted  at  a  very  early  period,  into  the  Chriilian  church, 
more  particularly,  when  it  ts  generally  known  {and  it  is  impoffi- 
ble  it  can  be  long  concealed  even  from  the  lowed  claiTcs  of  the 
people)  that  the  fundamental  do£lrine  of  the  unity  of  the  Divir,e 
Nature  has  undergone  corruptions, from  which  no  eftablifhed  church 
in  Chriftendom  has  ever  yet  been  purged;  it  cannot  fail  to  become 
an  objcd  of  general  attention,  to  produce  fuch  a  reform  in  reli- 
gion, as  fliall  free  its  public  inSlitutions  from  the  incumbrance  of 
fcholadic  fubtleties,  and  to  render  religion  itfelf  more  intereflin^ 
and  efficacious,  by  making  its  forms  more  fimpic  and  intelligible.' 

This  fabje£l  too,  we  truft  that  we  fhall  find  toom  to  exa- 
mine fully. 

Dr.  Enfield's  Hiftory  commences  at  a  very  early  ^ra  ;  and 
this  is  the  only  reafon  why  M^e  chofe  to  confider  it  before 
Dr.  Anderfon's  work,  on  the  fame  fubje<Sl,  which  was,  we 
believe,  prior  in  point  of  the  time  of  publication*  We  can 
with  more  propriety  confider  Dr.  Anderfon's  Hiftory-,  which 
is  confined  to  the  Grecian  philofophy,  when  we  have  examin- 
ed its  fources.  Th^  work  before  us  is  divided  into  three  pe- 
riods :  the  firft  comprehends  the  hiftory  of  phibfophy  from 
the  earlieft  ?era  of  which  any  records  or  tradition  remain,  to 
the  decline  of  the  Roman  republic.  The  fecond  period  ex- 
tends from  the  decline  of  the  Roman  republic  to  the  revival 
of  letters:  and  the  third,  from  the  revival  of  letters  to  the  be- 
ginning of  the  prefent  century. 

The  firft  fection  of  the  Hiftory  is  intitled  Barbaric  Philofo- 
phy, including  that  of  all  the  nations  among  whom  the  Greek 
language  was  not  fpoken,  viz,  the  Eaftcrn  nations,  compre- 
hending Hebrews,  Chaldeans,  Perfians,  Indians,  Arabians 
and  Phoenicians  ;  Southern  nations,  including  Egyptians  and 
^Ethiopians  ;  Weftern  nations,  the  Celts,  Etrurians,  and  Ro- 
mans ;  and  the  Northern  nations,  viz.  the  Scythians,  and 
their  various  branches.  The  fecond  fedion  includes  the 
Grecian  Philofophy,  which  was  either  fabulous,  political,  or 
fe<5larian,  the  latter  including  the  Ionic  and  Italic  fchooh. 
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After  which >  the  hiilorian  defcrlbes  the  forms  which  the  Gre-^ 
eian  philofophers  afiumed  in  Egypt  and  in  Afia. 
.  The  preliminary  obfervations  are  the  fubftance  of  Brucker's 
Introdu6lion,  and  are  generally  valuable.  After  explaining 
the  terms,  he  adverts  to  the  offices  of  philofophy  which  point 
cut  its  objects.  If  the  end  be  the  permanent  enjovment  of 
real  good,  its  bufinefs  will  be  to  inveftigatc  the  nature  o£ 
good,  and  the  means  of  attaining  it ;  to  correft  the  under- 
iianding,  meliorate  and  direct  the  will  and  affections  ;  to  exa- 
mine natural  bodies  and  their  properties,  for  our  own  ufe,  as 
well  as  to  rife^  from  then>,  up  to  a  firft  caufe ;  to  inveftigate  the 
principles  of  focial  virtue,  and  from  thence  to  deduce  the  rules 
of  our  moral  and  focial  condu^.  If  this  be  philofophy, 
its  hiftory  muft  be  that  either  of  its  doctrines  or  profefTors : 
the  firft  comprehends  the  hiftory  of  human  underftanding  v- 
the  feeond  traces  their  doftrmes  from  their  fituations,  and  in- 
cludes the  rile  and  decline  of  the  diflferent  fe£ts. 

'  The  hillory  of  philofophy  is,  as  we  have  faid,  the  hiftory  of 
the  human  underftandintj,  clearly  fliewing  the'extent  of  its  capa- 
city, th?   caufes   of  its  pervcrfion,  and  the  means   by  which  it' 
Hiay  be  recalled  from  its  unprofitable  wanderings,  and  fuccefi^ful- 
ly  employed  in  fubfervicncy  to  the  happinefs  of  mankind.  Whilft 
it  traces  the  origin  and  growth  of  ufeful  knowledge,   it  alfo  dlf- 
covers  the  manner  in  which  errors  have  arifen  and   been  propa- 
gated, and  expofes   the  injury  which  they  have  done  to  fcience, 
literature,  and  religion.     It  exhibits  great  and  exalted  minds  as 
tbrfaking  the  path  of  truth,  a-nd  adopting  opinions  at  once  the 
nioft  abfurd  and  the  moft  pernicious :  a  reprefentation  which- can- 
not fail  to  fliew  the  foily  of  placing  an  implicit  confidence  in  the 
judgment  of  celebrated  men,  or  of  admitting  any  fyftem  as  true, 
before  it  has   undergone  an  accurate  examination.     Nor  is  there 
any  haz::rd,  as  fome  fuppofe,  left  fuch  a  freedom  from  the  fhackles 
of  authority  Ihould  produce  a  contempt  of  truly  wife  and  learned 
jnen,  and  cherifh  the  humour  of  conceit  and   vanity.      For,  an 
acquaintance  with  the  miflakes  and  failures  of  men,  who  have  un- 
fuccefsfully  employed  great  ingenuity  and  induflry  in  the  purfuit 
cf  truth,  .fuggefts  a  ufefal  lefTon  of  modefty  and  diffidence  in  our 
own  enquiries,  and  of  cando\ir  towards  the  miftakes  of  others. 
A   clear  detedicn  of  error,  and   of  the  fources  whence  it  ha« 
fprung,  furni flies   fads    to   prove,  that  opinions   which  have  no 
ether  foundation   than   weak   mifconception,  a  blind  refped  for 
an  hority  or  antiquity,  or  a  felfifh  attention  to  interelt,  may  be 
embraced   by  multitudes  as  true  ;  and  that,  on  the  other  hand, 
truths,  which  have  been  long  rejected  as  idle  paradoxes  or  per- 
nicious  principles,  may  at  length   lift   up  their  heads,  and  tri- 
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•umph  over  prejudice;  whence  will  naturally  arifc  enlargement  of 
mind,  and  a  manly  freedom  of  thinkir>g.' 

Various  other  ufes,  feme  of  which  we  have  occafionally 
'noticed,  arc  fubjoined  ;  and  the  Introdu£lion  concludes  with 
an  account  of  the  plan-;  of  the  firil  .part  of  which  we  have  aU 
.xeady  given  an  aUftra61:. 

Of  the  origin  of  philofophy,  .different  relations  have  "been 
given:  it  is  wafting  time  to  contend  on  the  fubje£l5  for  it 
inuft  be  coeval  with  refle(3:ion,  when  mankind  had  already 
provided  for  their  more  obvious  and  immediate  wants.     The 
ihepherd  race,  which  are  now  found  in  different  parts  of  the 
continent  of  Africa,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Ethiopic  Sea, 
feems  to  have  .been  the  earlieii  tribe,  who,  either  content  \vith 
little,  w.ere  fooneft  fatisfied,  or  more  acute  than  others.,  made 
^the  moft  rapid  progrefs  in  the  intelle6lual  operations.     TJiefe 
were  the  Berbers,  whom  the  Greeks  called  ^apCa^oi,  andj  as 
their  neareft  neighbours,  to  them  the  firft  obligations  feem  to 
have  been  owing.     In  Alia,  at  this  sera,  or  perhaps  earlier,  we 
find  men  engaged  in  tlae  fame  harmlefs  occupation  j  their  minds, 
difengaged  from  cares,  turning  their  thoughts  to  the  opera- 
tions of  nature,  the  changes  in  the  hea-vens,  or  to  the  expanfioii 
and  operations  of  their  own  minds.     We  have  reafon  to  be- 
lieve that  the  Afiatic  fliepherds  were  not  only  more  fufcefsfcil 
obfervers  of  nature,  but  more  acute  enquirers  into  the  extent 
of  the  powers  of  the  mind.     Sacred  hiilor)^  as  the  moft  an- 
cient, authentic  record,  has  fixed  our  attention  on  one  race, 
not   the'  moft  enlightened  in  human  fciences,    though  moft 
diftinguiihed  by  the  care  of  the  Almighty.     Since  we  haV'C 
learned  to  confider  the  hiftory  of  Mofes,  as  intended  to  pre- 
fer\'e  the  lineage  aud  genealogy  from  Adam  to  Chrift,  and  not 
an  exclufive  hiftory  of  the  earlier  ages  of  tlic  whole  world,  we 
have  been  lefs  fettered  in  our  enquiries,  and  been  able  to  attend, 
on  this  fubjeft,  to  other  claimants.     Mofes  hi>mfelf  was  faid  to 
be  {killed  in  all  the  learning  of  the  Egyptians.     This  was  not 
however  extenfivej  and^  in  the  travels  of  the  Ifraelites  through 
the  Wildernefs,  they  were  indebted  to  the  miraculous  inter-- 
pofition  of  Heaven,  ratlier  than  to  the  acquired  philofophy  of 
their  leader.     Our  author,  from  whom  in  the  foregoing  gene- 
ral narration  we  have  wandered,  preferring  the  more  proba- 
ble accounts  of  later  enquirers,  thinks  that  the  acquifitions  of 
Mofes  in  philofophy  were  not  confiderable;  and  that  tlie  difle- 
rent  patriarchs  and  prophets  were  rather  good  men,   and  be- 
nevolent rulers,  than  fcientifie  philofophers.    Even  Solomon, 
if  we  admit  his  natural  knowledge,  fo-  carefully  pointed  out, 
though  fo  certainly  exaggerated,  was  chiefly  diftinguiflied,   it 
15  fuppofed,  for  the  pra^iiical  wifdom  neccflliry  to  qualify  him 
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for  the  offices  of  government.  Daniel  feems  to  have  been 
fcarcely  fuperlor  ;  yet  to  Solomon  has  been  attributed  all  that 
Greece  aftervi^ards  knew  either  of  arts  or  fciences,  and  to  Da- 
niel the  whole  circle  of  the  Ariftotelian  philofophy.  The 
fchools  of  the  prophets  were  only  inftitutions  to  train  up  chil- 
dren for  the  prieftly  functions.  The  Chaldeans,  an  Afiatic  race> 
have  a  better  claim  to  the  rank  of  the  earlieft  philofophers.  Un- 
der an  unclouded  iky,  and  in  a  fertile  country,  they  enjoy- 
ed much  leifure,  and  an  opportunity  of  uninterrupted  obier- 
vation.  Arillotle,  who  poflelTcd  tl^e  nioft  extenfive  informa- 
tion, aa  infatiable  curiofity,  and  a  judgment  to  direct  thofe 
refearches,  which  his  influence  with  Alexander  enabled  him 
to  make,  defircd  Califthenes  to  enquire  into  the  pretended  an- 
tiquity of  their  aftronomical  calculations.  Ke  reduced  them 
to  the  2234th  year  before  Chrift ;  and  we  are  pretiy  certain, 
from  the  late  enquiries,  that  the  Hindoos  were  much  earlier 
2nd  more  fuccefsful  obfervers.  The  fymbols,  under  which 
the  fcience  of  the  Chaldeans  was  concealed,  rendered  it  inac- 
cefiible  to  their  more  immediate  defcendants,  and  their  inte- 
refted  application  of  it  to  the  vifionary  but  lucrative  fcience  of 
aftrology,  though  it  renders  its  acquifition  more  dilhcult  from 
the  necefTary  concealment,  confoles  us  for  the  lofs,  by  the 
probability  of  the  little  progrefs  they  had  made.  Zoroafter, 
-when  his  hiftory  is  cleared  of  much  fabulous  invention,  feems 
to  have  been  a  Perfian,  and  his  fame  induced  probably  the- 
Chaldeans  to  claim  an  earlier  philofopher  of  the  fame  name. 
Whether  fuch  a  one  ever  exifted  is  of  little  importance,  fince 
we  cannot  afcertain  any  of  his  knowledge  and  his  doclrines. 
Belus  was  an  AfTyrian  ai^ronomer,  and  Berofus  a  Babylonian, 
a  prieft  o^  Belus,  who  lived  in  the  time  of  Alexander.  He 
wrote  of  Chaldean  affairs,  and  a  few  quotations  only  of 
his  hiftory  remain.  The  work  under  his  name,  was  the  foi% 
gery  of  a  monk,  Annius  of  Viterbo. 

The  philofophy  of  the  Perfians  was  derived  from  Zoroaf- 
ter ;  and,  thofe  who  have  wifhed  to  magnify  the  acquifitions 
of  the  eaftern  fages  have  amplified  the  few  opinions  which 
Zoroafter  was  known  to  have  inculcated,  and  added  coniider- 
ably  to  the  number  of  his  tenets.  He  re-eftabliflied  the  Magi, 
and  the  adoration  of  fire  :  the  laft  of  thcfe  circumftances  has 
acquired  him  fome  credit  in  the  middle  ages,  and  he  has  been 
confidered  as  the  patron  of  the  alchemifts,  who,  at  one  time, 
boafted  of  poflefTing  his  treatife  on  the  Opus  Ma.gr um.  A 
fmall  colleO:ion  of  his  fragments,  v/hich  remain,  are  very  pror 
bably,  from  their  refernbkince  to  the  Platonic  philofophy,  for- 
geries of  the  fecond  century :  the  ancient  works  of  Zoroafter, 
in  the  king  pf  France's  library,  are  fcemingly  of  the  fame  kind. 
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The  reriglous  fyflem  of  the  Perfians  Is  neither  very  fublime  nor 
recondite  :  like  all  thole  who  are  juit  emerged  from  barbarifm, 
they  worlluppedvifible  ohjedls  ;  the  fun,  and  its  refemblance» 
lire.  If  their  firft  legiflator  adored  a  fuperior  power,  whofe 
moft  ui'eful  gifts  he  acknowledged  in  light  and  heat,  the  re- 
fined diltinciiion  was  at  laft  loil.  It  feems,  from  the  carliefl 
authors,  that  tliey  confidered  the  fun  as  the  reprefentative  of 
the  fuprcme  invilible  power ;  and  this  power  was  ftyled  Mi- 
thras. Should  this  be  admitted,  we  muft  confider  the  Oro- 
mafdes  and  Arimanius,  the  good  and  evil  principle  of  the  Per- 
fians, the  Manichean  fyftem  of  every  ruder  race,  as  a  fubfe- 
quent  invention,  fince  the  Supreme  Deity  was  confidered  on- 
ly as  the  mediator  between  the  two  contending  principles.  The 
whole  was  probably  no  more  than  the  fun  alternately  introduc- 
ing light,  and  conquered  by  darknefs  ;  a  fyftem  fo  nearly  con- 
necl:ed  with  the  fenfes  and  obvious  appearances,  as  to  fhow  no 
great  degree  of  refinement  in  its  ftrutlure.  If  Zoroafter  bor- 
rowed from  the  Brachmans,  their  purer  fyftem  degenerated 
greatly  in  his  hands.  Diogenes  Laertius  tells  us,  that  the 
Perfian  Magi  confidered  the  gods  as  compofed  of  earth,  fire, 
and  water  ;  that  they  are  worftiipped  by  prayer  and  facrifice* 
The  priefts  live  moft  abftinently,  forbid  dead  bodies  to  be  con- 
fumed  by  fire,  difcourfe  to  the  people  of  juftice,  pra£life  di- 
vination, and  allow  of  marriage  between  mother  and  fon. 

The  account  of  the  philofophy  of  the  Indians  is  fhort  and 
unfatisfaclory.  Yet  it  contains  nearly  the  whole  that  was 
known  at  the  time  of  Brucker's  publication  ;  and  our  author 
profefTes  to  have  done  no  more  than  to  have  given  the  fub- 
ftance  of  his  hiftory.  We  cannot  enlarge  on  it  j  and  at  a 
time,  vvhen  the  light  has  but  juft  begun  to  dawn,  we  cannot 
fee  perfetlly.  We  have  much  reafon,  however,  to  believe, 
that  it  was  the  fource  of  die  greater  number  of  the  ancient  te-. 
nets  of  the  philofophy,  probably  of  the  theogony,  of  Greece. — • 
Of  the  Arabians  we  know  little,  and  that  little  teaches  us  that 
their  tenets  were  chieiiy  thofe  of  their  neighbours,  the  Chal- 
deans and  Perfians.  Their  fcience  was  probably  only  the 
juggle  of  diviners,  and  their  religion  a  gloomy  kind  of  fire- 
worlhip. 

The  Plicenicians  we  fliould  fcarcely  have  expected  to  have 
found  introduced  into  a  fyftem  of  philofophy  ;  for  neither 
tiiemfelves  nor  their  various  colonifts,  fo  far  as  they  have  been 
traced,  feem  to  have  exerted  their  attention  on  intelled:ual  or 
philofophical  fubjects,  except  where  they  were  connected  with 
their  commercial  or  maritime  fpeculations.  Pofidonius,  how- 
ever, as  we  learn  from  Empiricus  and  Strabo,  mentions  the 
tr<idltioa  that  Mochus,  or  Mofchus,  a  Phoenician  philofophcr, 
'  114  invented 
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invented  the  atomical  philofophy ;  and  that  Pythagoras  had 
converfed  with  the  diiciples  of  Mofchus  at  Sidon,  his  native 
city,  from  whom  he  had  learnt  bis  fyftem  of  monads.  Jam- 
blicus  fupports  the  fame  ftory,  ftyling  the  Phoenician  philo^ 
fopher  Mochus.  The  fyftem  of  monads  alone  fhows  indeed 
no  great  llretch  of  human  intelleft,  for,  as  they  were  corpo- 
real, it  amounted  to  little  more  than  that  the  whole  was  made 
up  of  parts  ;  but  that  Mofchus  was  a  Phoenician,  or  had  dif-^ 
covered  his  doctrine  without  afliftance,  refts  on  very  uncer- 
tain authority.  The  Phoenicians  extended  their  navigation 
through  the  Red  Sea  to  Afia,  and  Pythagoras,  on  the  other 
hand,  travelled  to  India.  There  is  confequently  little  doubt 
of  properly  referring  the  whole  to  the  country  where  we 
knew  this  Go6i:rine  made  a  part  of  the  fyftem  of  the  Bramins. 
Jamblicus  probably  caught  at  this  tradition,  from  the  fimilarity 
of  Mofchus  to  Mofes.  The  filence  of  ancient  authors,  and 
the  chronological  inconfiftencies,  have  rendered  the  authenti- 
city of  Sanchoniathon,  another  Phoenician,  very  fufpicious. 
We  do  not  perceive  the  great  ditFerence  between  Sanchonia'^ 
thon's  account  and  that  of  Mofes:  they  feem  to  have  been  a 
part  of  the  fame  tradition,  and  perhaps  was  caught  at  by  Por- 
phyry or  Philo  Byblius,  to  obtain  a  Gentile  account  of  the 
creation  of  the  world  ;  for  we  have  little  doubt,  with  our  hif- 
torian,  that  it  is  the  work  of  a  later  age.  It  feems  evidently 
written  as  a  kind  of  fupplement  to  the  Mofaic  Hiftory. 

The  chapter  on  the  philofophy  of  the  Egyptians  is  an  ex- 
cellent one.  Their  Hermes,  the  fecond  of  the  name,  feema 
to  have  fabricated  the  ii(2:ion  of  his  predecefibr,  to  give  .the 
fanftion  of  antiquity  to  his  fyftem.  The  numerous  volumes, 
taken  from  the  monuments  of  ftonc,  and  the  infcriptions  on 
them,  a  mode  of  writing  which  would  not  admit  of  minute 
■diftin6tions,  and  in  charaOers  ill  adapted  to  abftra£t  ideas, 
feem  to  fupport  this  opinion.  In  fliort,  the  earlieft  Hermes, 
like  the  Chaldxan  Zoroafter,  feems  to  have  been  created  to 
imprefs  refpe6l :  his  fucceflbr  probably  derived  his  knowledge, 
which  he  pretended  to  have  colle£led  from  the  hieroglyphics, 
from  India  j  for  the  v/hole  of  the  Egyptian  fyftem  is  evident- 
ly borrowed  from  that  part  of  the  continent,  in  which  fciences 
were  probably  cultivated  much  earlier  than  in  any  other  region 
of  the  globe.  Though  it  will  fill  a  little  too  much  of  our  li- 
mited (pace,  we  fliall  felccl  the  account,  in  Dr.  Enfield's  own 
"words,  that  we  may  not  be  fufpeded  of  having  mutilated  or 
changed  it  i 

'  Concerning  the  efoteric,  or  philofophical  dodrine  of  the 
Egyptians,  it  feems  evident,  in  the  firft  place,  that  they  conceiv- 
fd  matter  to  be  the  firft  principle  of  things;  and  that  before  the 
j-egular  forin§  of  aaiure  arofe,  ftn  etc;nal  chaos  had  exifted,  which 
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contained,  in  a  (late  of  darknefs  and  confufion,  all  the  materials 
of  future  beings.  This  Chaos,  which  was  alfo called  Night,  was, 
in  the  moil  antient  times,  worfhipped  as  one  of  the  fuperior  di- 
vinities. Ariftotle  fpeaks  of  Chaos  and  Night  as  one  and  the 
fame,  and  as  the  firft  principle,  from  which,  in  the  ancient  coCp 
mogonies,  all  things  are  derived.  It  is  probable,  that  the  Egyp- 
tians worfliipped  the  material  principle.  Chaos,  or  Night,  un- 
der the  name  of  Athor  ;  a  word,  which,  in  the  Coptic  language, 
fignifies  night.  This  divinity  the  Grecian  mythologifts,  after 
their  ufual  manner,  confounded  with  Venus.  Hefychius  refers 
to  a  temple  in  Egypt  dedicated  to  the  noflurnal  Venus,  'A<p^o- 
^hni  ckotIx^  ]spov.  And  Herodotus  relates,  that  in  the  city  of 
Atarbechis  was  a  temple  facred  to  Venus  :  whence  it  n\ay  be  in- 
ferred, that  long  before  the  time  of  Herodotus,  Athor,  or  the 
Egyptian  Venus,  denoting  the  material  principle,  was  an  objeft 
of  worlhip.  Of  this  divinity  the  fymbol,  which,  after  their  ufuai 
manner,  the  Egyptians  placed  in  her  temple,  was  a  cow.  That 
the  paflive  principle  in  nature  was  thus  admitted  to  a  primary 
place  in  the  philofophy  and  theology  of  the  Egyptians,  is  con- 
firmed by  Diogenes  Laertius,  who  fays,  that  the  Egyptians  taught, 
that  matter  is  the  firft  principle,  and  that  from  this  the  four  ele- 
ments are  feparated,  and  certain  animals  produced. 

*  Befides  the  material  principle,  it  feems  capable  of  fatisfaftory 
proof,  that  the  Egyptians  admitted  an  adive  principle,  or  intel- 
ligent power,  eternally  united  with  the  chaotic  mafs,  by  whofe 
energy  the  elements  were  feparated,  and  bodies  were  formed,  and 
who  continually  prefides  over  the  univerfe,  and  is  the  efficient 
caufe  of  all  eifeds.  For  this  we  have  not  only  the  authority  of  Plu- 
tarch, who  may  be  fufpe£led  of  having  exhibited  the  Egyptian 
philofophy  in  a  Grecian  drefs,  but  the  united  teftimony  of  many 
writers,  who  give  fuch  accounts  of  the  Egyptian  gods,  Phthasy  or 
Vulcan,  and  Cnephy  or  Agathodsemon,  as  render  it  probable  that 
thefe  were  only  different  names  exprefling  different  atmbutes  of 
the  fupreme  divinity.  *'  The  Egyptians,  fays  Eufebius,  call  the 
maker  of  the  univerfe  by  the  name  of  Cneph,  and  relate,  that  he 
fent  forth  an  egg  from  his  mouth  ;  which  in  their  fymboiical  lan- 
guage denotes  that  he  produced  the  univerfe."  Diodorus  Siculus 
fpeaks  of  the  Egyptian  Vulcan  as  the  firft  king  among  the  gods, 
and  Manetho  afcribes  to  him  unlimited  duration,  and  perpetual 
fplendor.  The  name  itfelf,  Phthas,  in  the  Coptic  language,  de- 
pletes one  by  whom  events  are  ordained.  When  the  Egyptians 
meant  to  reprefent  the  ruler  of  the  world  as  good,  they  called  him 
^y  the  appeliaiion  Cneph;  a  word  which  denotes  a  good  genius. 
They  reprefented  him  under  the  fymbol  of  a  ferpent.  Upon  2. 
temple  dedicated  to  Neitha,  at  Sais,  the  chief  town  in  Lower 
pgypt,  was  this  infcription,  **  I  am  whatever  is,  ©r  has  been,  or 
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will  be,  and  no  mortal  has   hitherto  drawn  afidc  my  veil  ',  my 

oiTtpring  is  the  fun," 


*  The  doclirine  of  an  ethereal  intelligence  pervading  and  ani- 
Hiating  the  material  world,  appears,  among  the  Egyptians,  to 
have  been  from  the  earlieft  time  acccmpanied  with  a  belief  in  in- 
ferior divijiities.  Conceiving  emanations  from  the  divinity  to  be 
fefident  in  variflus  parts  of  nature,  when  they  faw  life,  motion, 
and  enjoyment,  communicated  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  from 
the  fun,  and,  as  they  fuppofed,  from  other  heavenly  bodies,  ihey 
afcribed  thefe  eftedls  to  the  influence  of  certain  divinities,  derived 
from  the  iiril  deity,  which  they  fuppofed  to  inhabit  thefe  bodies. 
Hence  arofc  their  worlhip  of  the  fun,  under  the  names  of  Ofiris, 
AmmoR,  and  Horus;  of  the  moon,  under  ti.ofe  of  Ifis,  Bubaftis, 
and  Buto;  of  the  Cabiri,  or  planets;  of  Sethis,  or  the  dog-ftarj 
and  of  other  celeftial  divinities.  The  Cabiri  were  called  by  the 
Egyptian  priefts  fons  of  Phthas,  or  Vulcan,  that  is,  of  the  Supreme 
Being.  When  the  Egyptians  worflupped  the  divinity  under  the 
notion  of  an  offended  fovcreign,  they  called  him  Tithrambo,  that 
is,  according  to  the  Greeks,  Hecate  :  and  the  evil  principle,  from 
which  they  conceived  themlVlves  liable  to  misfortune,  they  depre- 
cated as  an  object  of  terror,  under  the  name  of  Typhon,* 

This  laft  word  Typhon,  the  Greeks  borrowed  and  employ- 
cd  for  hurricanes  *,  and  it  is  remarkable  that,  in  the  Indian 
Ocean,  ftorms  are  at  this  moment  called  TufFoons,  preferv- 
ing,  even  in  found,  the  a.  As  a  part  of  this  fyftem,  the  im- 
mortality of  the  foul  was  an  Egyptian  tenet :  fome  believed 
that  the  foul,  when  feparated  from  the  body,  rejoined  the  di- 
vine eficnce ;  others,  that  it  migrated  into  the  bodies  of  other 
animals.  Each  of  thefe  tenets  was,  at  different  times,  enter- 
tained in  India, 

Of  the  Ethiopian  philofophy  we  know  little ;  their  general 
charafter  in  the  time  of  Homer  was  that  of  '  blamelefs,'  a^tu- 
fAovcti  At^iona});.  Diogenes  Laertius  tells  us,  that  their  tenets 
tv-ere  to  worfhip  the  gods,  do  no  evil,  exercife  fortitude,  and 
defpife  death. 

When  we  move  weftward  with  our  hiftorian,  and  examine 
the  Celtic  philofophy,  we  find  little  that  interefts  or  inftructs 
us.  The  Celts  were  never  an  enlightened  vace  j  and  their  phi-» 
lofophy,  which  we  only  difcover  in  the  unpleafing  traces  of 
the  fevere  fyftem  of  the  Druids,  checks  the  wifh  for  farther 
enquiry,  while  their  impenetrable  fecrecy  renders  expectation 
fruitlefs.  What  is  known  of  the  Druids  amounts  to  no  more 
than  what  power,  refting  on  fuperftition,  will  always  effeCb, 
and  is  no  proof  of  their  religion  being  derived  from  the  eaft  or 
the  fouth ;  nor  is  the  teftimony  of  Tacitus,  that  punilhmentSi 
were  in  Germany  inflidled  by  the  priefts,  a  proof  that  th^ 
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Druidical  fydem  prevailed  in  that  part  of  the  continent. 
Brucker  has  confufed  the  whole,  by  confounding  the  Celtic 
with  the  Scythian  race,  and  the  Sarmatians  with  the  Mcdes. 
Divination  was  a  Gothic,  not  a  Celtic  rite,  and  brought  from 
the  weft  of  the  Euxlne,  the  fource,  as  Mr.  Finkerton  has  very 
clearly  Ihown,  of  the  Gothic  and  Scythian  race.  The  ele- 
gant fables  of  the  Edda  are  not  probably  of  Celtic  extradlion, 
but  the  fymbollcal  plulofophy  of  the  fouthern  regions.  Th« 
contempt  of  death,  a  do6trine  of  the  eaft,  the  Celts  feem  to  have 
adopted  from  their  ferocious  character  and  military  manners. 

The  Tufcans,  in  the  hifliorian's  opinion,  were  a  Celtic  na- 
tion •,  but  we  think  it  more  probable  that  they  were  a  Grecian 
race,  and,  in  this,  are  fupported  by  the  beft  antiquaries.  They 
were,  like  the  other  callern  nations,  diviners  j  and  Seneca  ha$ 
done  them  too  much  honour  by  attributing  to  them  the  pecu- 
liar doftrines  of  the  Stoics.  Of  the  early  Romans,  Num.a  was 
moll  remarkable;  but  he  was  a  judicious,  benevolent  legiilator, 
rather  than  a  philofopher. 

The  laft  country,  whofe  opinions  are  examined,  is  Scytlila, 
comprehending  the  north  and  the  weftern  part  of  Afia.  Their 
great  philofopher  was  Zamolxis,  who  taught  them  the  immor«v 
tality  of  the  foul;  and  we  are  exprefsly  told  by  Herodotus,  that 
he  was  anterior  to  the  xra  of  Pythagoras.  Where  he  learnt  it, 
is  lefs  known  *,  but,  from  the  vicinity  of  India,  it  is  not  im- 
probable that  he  was  indebted  for  it  to  the  Brachmans.  The 
Scythians  were  acute,  fenfible,  and  judicious,  and  thefe  talents 
were  neither  mifdirefted,  nor  abufed.  They  were  employed 
in  difcerning  the  true  fource  of  happinefs  in  virtue,  and  in 
living  with  temperance  and  moderation.  The  Scythian  Aba- 
ris  was,  in  our  hiftorian's  opinion,  an  itinerant  impoftor  \ 
Anacharfis  refembled  his  countrymen  in  acutenefs  and  judg- 
ment, but  excelled  them  in  curiofity  and  the  extent  of  his  ac- 
quifitions. 

Such  was  the  Barbaric  philofophy,  which  we  can  fcarcely 
commend;  it  confiits  of  doctrines  and  opinions  received  from 
other  fources,  mutilated  and  contaminated  in  the  progrefs,  and 
changed  in  the  event,  according  to  the  difpofition  of  thofe  by 
whom  it  was  received.  The  original  fountain  feems  not  tq 
have  been  difcovered  by  Brucker :  we  fliould  naturally  look  for 
it  in  the  country  m.oft  early  civilifed,  and  this  appears  to  hava 
been  India.  In  India  too  we  find  the  whole  fyitem  more  con- 
nected, more  extenfive,  and  more  rational.  But  this  forms 
no  part  of  the  prefcnt  work :  we  have  purfued  the  hint,  as  far 
as  it  was  allowable,  and  mull,  in  our  next  Article,  examine 
the  fame  fyftem  of  philofophy,  expanded,  polilhed,  and  aug- 
mented by  the  molt  ingenious  nation  of  antiquity :— we  mean 
jhe  Qrceks. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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/f  Dlgeft  of  the  Statute  Law^  being  an  Abridgment  of  all  the  put^* 

iic  Ads  of  Parliament  now  in  Force  and  of  general  life  :  from 

Magna  Charta^  in  the  ^th  Tear  of  King  Henry  III.  to  the  'Tpth 

of  his prefent  Majefty  George  II L  inclufive.    By  Thomas  tVal- 

ter  fVilliamsy  of  the  Inner  Temple^  Barrifter  at  Law*     2  Vols, 

/^to.     ll.  \Os,  Boards^     Robinfons.     I79l» 

A    Correcl  abridgment  of  the  flatutes  has  long  been  winting 

•*^  to  facilitate  the  rcfearches  of  thofe  who  wifh  to  obtam  a 

knowledge  of  the  exifting  laws^  and  this  appears  to  be  executed 

with  confiderable  accuracy  and  attention. 

The  different  acts  are  very  judicioufly  arranged  under  pro- 
per titles,  by  which  means  this  branch  of  the  law  is  refcued 
from  that  irregularity  and  confufion  jn  which,  in  its  original 
{late,  it  is  unavoidably  involved. 

The  laws  relating  to  the  cuftoms  and  excife  are  in  particular 
well  arranged,  which  mud  render  it  highly  acceptable  to  the 
mercantile  part  of  the  public. — ^Upon  the  whole,  we  can  ven- 
ture to  recommend  it  as  a  book  univerfally  ufeful,  and  conceive 
that  it  will  become  a  neceflary  appendage  in  the  library  of  every 
niagiftrate  and  lawyer  in  the  kingdom. 

Charles  Viner,  efq.  founder  of  the  law-profeflbrfTiip  at  Ox- 
ford, and  author  of  the  Abridgment  of  Law  and  Equity,  an 
improved  edition  of  which  is  now  publifliing  in  volumes  with 
general  approbation,  was  of  opinion,  that  a  work  fimilar  to  the 
prefent  would  be  of  fuch  utility,  that  he  had  actually  made 
(bme  progrefs  in  it,  but  was  unhappily  prevented  by  death  from 
carrying  hfs  intention  into  execution. 
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^n  EJfay  on  the  Manner  in  ivhich  Chrijlianity  nuas  intended  to  im- 
fro've  Morality.  By  the  Rev.  John  Leadley ,  M.  A.  Publijbed 
in  Compliance  nvith  the  Will  of  the  late  Mr.  Norrisy  as  ha-ving 
gained  the  annual  Prize  nx^hich  he  injlituted  in  the  Uninjerjity  of 
Cambridge.     8f5.      is,      Cadell.     1791. 

^TpHE  annual  prizes  mufl  have  few  competitors;  for  we  cannot 
-■-  think  fo  meanly  of  the  ftate  of  learning  in  the  univerfities,  or 
of  the  ardour  of  their  members,  to  fuppofe  that  there  are  7nany  works 
inferior  to  thofe  which  have  ufually  received  the  reward.  The 
utmoft  commendation  that  we  can  beftow  on  this  Eflay,  is  that  it 
is  neat  and  elegant.  The  reafoning  and  the  learning  difplayed  in 
itdeferve  neither  cenfure  nor  praife  ;  that  Chriftianity  improved 
i^orality,  by  conveying  more  adequate  and  fuitable  ideas  of  God, 
cannot  be  denied ;  but  the  fubordinate  caufcs  of  improvement  der 
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fcrvetl  a  more  particular  notice,  and  a  more  important  rank  than 
our  author  has  allotted  them. 

Thi  Rights  ofJGo'vernment  not  incompatible  ^nth  the  Rights  of  Mart, 
A  Sermon y  preached  at  the  AJJize  held  at  Chelmsford y  ifi  the  County 
cfEJfeXy  before  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jujiice  Gould y  and  Mr.  JxJiiceWiU 
fony  Auguft  I,  1791.     \to.      \s,     Kearfley.      1791. 

This  Sermon  was  ftylcd,  by  an  able  counfel,  who  certainly,  ai 
our  aathor  obferves,  flepped  out  of  bis  way  to  notice  it,  a  politi- 
cal paiiiphlct.  We  fee  nothing  very  objeftionable  in  it ;  but  the 
preacher  has  not  adopted  the  mode  of  arguing  which  we  Ihouid 
have  chofen  ori  this  fubjedl.  He  has  feft  himfelf  very  open  to  a 
reply. 

An  Attempt  to  Jhe<u)  that  the  Opinion  concerning  the  Devil y  or  Sataf>t 
as  a  fallen  Angel y  and  that  he  tempts  Men  to  Jin y  hath  no  reed 
Foundation  in  Scripture,  By  William  AJbdonune.  Svo.  is,  6^. 
Johnfon.     1791. 

In  Mr.  Afhdowne's  opinion,  there  is  not  any  real  evidence  in 
Scripture  to  fliow  that  any  fallen  angel  has  the  power  of  tempting 
men  to  fin.  To  fupport  this  dodrine  he  examines  all  the  differ- 
ent texts  in  the  Old  and  New  Tef!ament,  where  Satan  is  rafention- 
ed;  snd  endeavours  to  prove,  that  the  rnterpofitron  of  any  fallen 
angrf  is  inconfiftent  with  the  tenor  of  the  whohe  palFage  in  which 
the  word  occurs,  and  improbable  from  many  other  coniiderations. 
His  5>bfervations  are,  in  general,  rational  and  judicious;  they 
will  fully  convince  thofe,  who  confider  Satan  as  the  remains  of 
the  old  Manicha^an  fyftem,  derived-  from  the  common  dodrine  df 
the  eaftern  nations. 

The  Origin  and  Stability  of  the  Trench  Re'uolution*  A  Sennon  preached 
at  St.  Paul's  Chapel y  Nornuich,  July  i/^y  1 791 .  By  Mark  Wilh^ 
a  Norfolk  Farmer.  Second  Edition,  ^'vo.  is.  Printed  for 
the  Autlior.     1791. 

If  this  Sermon  had  been  preached  at  the  conclufion  of  a  Baccha- 
nalian ftieeting,  defigned  to  celebrate  the  French  Revolution,  the 
fcene  would  have  fuited  the  compofition:  it  is  totally  unfit  for  the 
pulpit. 

Sermons  preached  before  the  Vniverjity  of  Glafgonv.  By  James  Bell, 
D.  D,  Zvo.  6f.  Boards.  Caddl.  1790. 
Thefe  Sermons  are  feventeen  in  number.  They  are  fenfiblc 
and  praflicil ;  written  in  a  nervous  and  clear  (lyle.  A  few  Scot- 
t  <.i''ms  may  be  perceived  in  the  volume;  but  the  merit  of  the 
difcourfes  is  too  great  tofuffer  any  diminution  from  a  blemilh  of 
fuch  a  trifling  nature. 
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Sermons  on  the  great  DoSlrines  and  Duties  of  Chrijiianity  ;  prcving, 
from  the  earlieji  Jges,  the  conflant  and  uniform  Interference  cf  Di- 
'vine  Pro'vidence  to  bring  them  to  Ferfediony  the  Concurrence  of 
prophane  Hijlorians  and  Poet i  in  Support  of  their  Prtdidton,  their 
Injiucncc  on  the  human  Mind,  and  beautiful  Efficacy  in  Jocial  and 
private  Lfc,  By  George  Laughion,  D%  D.  S'vo,  6s.  Boards. 
Law,      1790. 

The  defign  of  thefe  Sermons  is  to  prove,  from  the  earlieftages, 
tlie  conflant  and  uniform  interierence  of  Divine  Providence  to 
.bring  the  great  dodrines  and  duties  of  Chriliianiiy  to  perfec- 
tion ;  the  concurrence  of  prophane  hiftorians  and  poets  in  fupport 
of  their  prediction  ;  their  influence  on  the  hum^n  mind,  and 
beautiful  efficacy  in  focial  and  private  life.  The  author  feems  to 
be  a  man  of  learning;  but  he  treats  the  fubjedl,  not  fo  much 
with  argument  as  declamation;  and  his  llyie  is  by  no  means  fuch 
as  might  be  expedled  from  his  literary  attainments, 

POETRY. 

^  Poem  fo  the  Memory  of  George  Frederick  Handel,  a^o.  U.  ^/. 
Fauldcr.  1787. 
The  moll  remarkable  circumftance  in  this  performance  is  its 
price:  eighteen  pence  for  a  poe;n  of  eleven  pages;  containing 
about  140  lines,  is  rather  more  than  the  generality  of  readers  will 
allow  to  be  reafonablc,  though  a  medallion  pr-nt  of  Handel  is 
prefixed :  for  its  beauties,  and  indeed  \xi  faults,  are  not  of  a  very 
ifuperior  kind.  The  general  tenor  of  fentiment  in  the  following 
jines  will  more  than  excufe  any  little  defects; 

'  Ere  long,  the  heart,  that  heaves  this  figh  to  thee. 
Shall  beat  no  more  !  ere  long,  on  this  fond  lay 
"Which  mourns  at  Handel's  tomb,  infulting  Time 
Shall  ftrew  his  cankering  ruft.     Thy  fcrain,  perchance. 
Thy  facred  ftrain  (h^'ll  the  hoar  m)arrior  fpare  ; 
For  founds  like  thine,  at  Nature's  early  birth, 
Arous'd  him  {lumbering  on  the  dead  profound 
Of  dufky  chaos ;   by  the  golden  harps 
Of  choral  angels  fummoned  to  his  race; 
And  founds  like  thine,  when  Nature  is  no  more, 
•  Shall  call  him  weary  from  the  lengthen'd  toils 

Of  tiuice  len  thoufatid  years. — O  would  his  hand 

Yet  fpare  fome  portion  of  this  vital  flame. 

The  trembling  Mufe,  that  now  faint  effort  makes 

On  young  and  artlefs  wing,  Ihould  bear  thy  praife 

Sublime,  above  the  mortal  bounds  of  earth, 

"With  heavenly  fire  relume  her  feeble  ray. 

And,  taught  by  Seraphs,  frame  herfong  for  thee.* 
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We  are  informed,  in  the  concluding  page,  that  this  poem  waa 
written  in  the  year  1760  by  Dr.  Langiiorne. 

An  Ode  on  the  late  celebrated  HanJel,  on  his  playing  on  the  Organ^ 
Compofed  by  Daniel  Pratt  ^i*  -^^  formerly  Redor  of  Harriet/ham, 
Kent ;  and  formerly  Chaplain  to  his  Majejiy''s  Horijhold  at  Kenfing^ 
ton.      Printed  partly  on  Occajton  of  the  grand  Mfcal  FeJIival  at 
Canterbury,  17919  being  fixed  for  the  l6th,  I'tb,  and  \%th  of  tbit 
Month  ( Auguji),  for  three  Morning  Performances  in  the  Sermon- 
Houje,  {by  permijjion  of  the  Reverend  the  Dean  and  Chapter)  y  and 
tivo  Evening  Performances  in  the  Theatre,  and  for  the  Benefit  of 
the  Editor,  the  Rev.  J.  Prat,  Vicar  of  Monk  ton  and  Birchiugton^ 
\to»     u.     Simmons,  Canterbury.     1791* 
In  this  performance  on  the  fame  fubjeS,   the  editor  makes 
the  moft   remarkable  appearance.      The   title-page,  and    that 
at  the  conclufion,  are   equally  fmgular.     Mr.   J.    Prat   having 
mentioned  in  the   latter  propofals  for  printing  by  fubfcription 
an  Effay  on  Epigrammatic  Poetry,  &c.  by  Sam.  Prat,  D.  D.  pro- 
ceeds to  inform  us,  *  to  this  E flay  is  fubjoined^  under  the  title  of 
Innocui  Sales,  a  CoUeftion  of  Epigrams,  of  which  fcveral  are 
an  feleQ  portions  oi  Scripture.    Printed  for  the  Editor,  the  Rev.  J. 
Pratt,  &c.*     We  have  heard  of  T^fcriptural  Killegrevv,  but  never 
before  oiferiouJJy  forming  2ijefi-book  out  of  the  Bible.     We  enter- 
tain not,  however,  any  fuTpicion  that  the  defign  is  otherwife  than 
perfeflly  innocent.     Many  Greek  compofitior.s,  diftinguifhed  by 
the  name  of  Epigrams,   have  no  pretenfions  to  humour;  and  it 
is  uncandid  to  fufpedl  that  thofe  will  not  be  equally  fceo.  from  it. 
In  the  Lift  place,  we  are  told  that  *  there  are  to  be  difpofed  of  near 
one  hundred  original  manufcript  difcourfes  by  the  author  of  the 
Ode,  all  very 

*  —carefully  corrected  by  himfelf,  as  though  prepared  for  the 
prefs.  Among  thefe  are  difcourfes  on  all  points  of  divinity,  fup- 
ported,  as  appears  by  the  margin,  by  the  moft  learned  and  found 
divines.  Many  were  preached  at  the  Queen's  Chapel.  Not  hav- 
ing read  them  all  by  a  great  many,  I  cannot  fpeak  more  pertinently 
to  them.  But  I  perceive  feveral  different  difcourfes  on  the  fame 
days,  as  Eafter,  Whitfunday,  Trinity,  &c.  They  are  advertifed 
with  fome  view  of  their  be'mg  printed  by  apurehafer. 

'  The  addrefs,  if  occafion  and  po  ft -paid,  is  to  the  Rev.  J.  Prat, 
&c.» 

Mr.  J.  Prat,  we  think,  muft  know,  that  fhould  thefe  difcourfes 
find  a  purchafer,  it  is  infinitely  more  probable  that  they  will  agaia 
be  delivered  from  the  polpit  in  the  Queen's  Chapel,  than  from  a 
printing-prefs.  Of  Mr.  Daniel  Prat's  predicating  abilities,  we 
can,  however,  fay  nothing.  Of  his  poetical  talents  we,  on  the 
wholr,  think  favourably.     He  appenrs  to  h^Xf  and  exprcifes  his 

fentiment 
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fentiment  with  boldnefs  and  animation.  The  fuppofed  €fre<!!s  of 
Handel's  organ  on  an  uninformed  favage  is  happily  conceived. 
He  awhile  <  devours  the  founds  in  fix'd  amazement^  cntranc'd, 
mute,  and  immoveable:'  at  length, 

'  His  wakening  foul  begins  to  guefs 
Some  God  within  that  frame  muft  dwell. 

Now  full  convinc'd  that  nothing  lefs 
Cou'd  fpeak  fo  fweet,  fo  wondrous  well.' 

7rue  Honoun  an  Ode,     Ouaftoned  hy  the  Death  of  John  Howard ^ 
E/q,     ^io.     6d.     Robinfons*     1791. 

Mr.  Howard  has  been  defervedly  celebrated  by  many  poetical 
encomiafts.  The  prefent,  if  not  to  be  placed  among  the  firft  in 
the  lift,  ought  not  to  be  numbered  among  the  laft. 

Jn  Addrefs  to  e^very  Briton  on  the  Slave  Trade ;  being  an  effeBuat 
Plan  to  aholijh  thiiDifgrace  to  aur  CouTitry*  j^o,  is.  Robin- 
fons.     1791. 

*  As  hoots  the  nightly  bird  amid  the  woods. 
Unheard,  or  heard,  defpifed,  ev'n  fo  iing  I. — 
Thefe  are  the  firft  lines  in  the  poem,  and  we  can  find  nothing 
in  it  to  induce  us  to  controvert  the  author's  opinion. 

Ilational  Religion;  or,  the  Faith  of  Man  :  a  Poem.  In  nfohich  is  in- 
troduced a  nenu  Difco'very  in  Philofophy,  'viz.,  the  Caufe  ofSufpe7t- 
Jion  and  Motion  of  the  Earth  and  Planets.  S'vo,  2s.  6d,  John- 
fon.     1 79 1. 

«  Oh,  gracious  God !  do  thou  my  pen  direfi. 
That  it  may  have  on  all  a  due  effed; 
And,  that  it  may  in  fome  way  mend  the  age. 
Stamp  with  thy  pow'rful  bleffing  ev'ry  page. 
Wherein  I'm  right,  thy  grace,  O  God!   impart. 
To  print  it  deeply  on  each  candid  heart : 
But  if  from  truth  my  pen  fhould  chance  to  ftray. 
Lead  me,  O  Godl   to  find  the  righteous  way. 

*  Ye  teachers  now  attend  ;  (of  all  perfuafions. 
Of  ev'ry  fe6l,  and  all  denominations  ; 
Or  Proteftant  or  Roman  Catholic  be. 
Or  he  dilfents,  and  you  again  from  he.) 
The  principal  difcovery  made  by  this  rational  religionifl,  thiti. 
*  mender  of  the  age,'  who  calls  on  all  mankind  to  liften  to  his  in- 
ftruftions,  appears  to  be,  that  the  notion  entertained  of  a  future 
place  of  punilhment,  is  abfard,  and  injurious  to  the  Almighty, 
•  Hell  fire  1  O  Godl  to  all  eternity ! 
The  thought's  too  fhocking  to  belong  to  thee.* 

Again  t 
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,   Again: 

*  Difgrace  not  God,  then,  with  this  Vi retched  flatc; 

Nor  make  his  bofom  feel  eternal  hate  i 

Drefs  not  religion  as  a  vile  fcare  crow 

Of  hell,  tormenting  devils,  fire  and  woe  : 

Difcard  it  as  a  miferable  plan. 

Which  a  good  God  cannot  prepare  for  man. 

Away  !   believe  it  not,  though  they  fay  even 

An  holy  angel  brought  it  down  from  heav'n.' 
How  greatly  are  we  obliged  to  this  author  for  his  kind  endea* 
vours  to  diveft  us  of  thofe  apprehenfions  and  terrors  which  attend 
criminal  aftions,  and  which  fometimes  prevent  our  indulgence  in 
them?  By  way  of  requital,  we  would  advife  him  (though  he 
would  probably  fcorn  to  learn  his  catechifm)  to  acquire  feme  lit- 
tle knowledge  of  grammar  before  he  writes  again  for  the  benefit 
of  mankind,  and  difplays  the  futility  of  thofe  opinions  which  the 
wifell  and  beil  of  men  have  hitherto  credited. 

The  Sky-Lark,  Being  an  elegant  CoUe^iton  of  the  left  and  nciveft 
Songs  in  the  Englijh  Language.  S-z/o.  3^.  td.  Bound*  Evans.  1 79 1. 
Perhaps  a  new  coUeftion  was  wanted  ;  perhaps  a  few  new  fongi 
may  have  been  fuppofed  capable  of  giving  a  zeft  to  the  ballads  of 
other  days:  conjedures  are  endlefs ;  but  as  the  editor  has  left  us 
in  the  dark  refpedling  the  motives  of  this  new  compilation,  we 
can  only  fay  that  it  refemblcs  every  other  that  we  have  {Qtn—Junt 
bona*  &c. 

Mifcellaneous  Poems,  By  Samuel  Rofs,  iimo,  3/.  3</.  Dublin. 
No  Publifher's  Name.  1790. 
The  Poems  in  this  collc6lion  are  chiefly  elegiac  ,and  difcover 
a  tendernefs  of  fentiment  fuitable  to  that  fpecies  of  compohtion. 
The  author  has  certainly  not  endeavoured  to  enhance  their  merit 
by  any  adventitious  circumftance ;  for  the  paper  and  print  are  of 
fuch  a  kind  as  can  afford  but  little  encouragement  to  a  pur- 
chafer. 

jjn  Elegy  on  the  Death  of  James  Sutherland ,  Efq.    By  Eunohoo.    j\.!o. 
is.     Jordan.     1791. 
Thefe  lines  difcover  a  degree  of  pathos  not  unfuitable  to  the  fate 
of  their  unfortunate  fuhjetl;  but  they  have  otherwife  no  great 
claim  to  poetical  di(lin£lion. 

Excerpta  Poetica  ex  O'vidio,  Propertio,  VirgiliOy  Horatio^  Jwvenalit 
l^c.intreiPartes  din>ifa.     %vo.    is.  dd.  Bound.  Dilly.   1790. 
Thefe  feleftions  are  made  from  Ovid,  Propertius,  Virgil,  Ho- 
race, Juvenal,  and  other  claflical  poets.     As  the  means  of  only 
conveying  a  knowledge  of  the  Latin  language,  they  cannot  jultly 
€rit.  Rev.  N.  Ar.  (HI.)  Dtc,  17^1.         Kk  bs 
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be  regarded  as  preferable  to  other  parts  of  the  fame  works;  "but 
they  have  the  advantage  of  furniihing  fome  moral  fentences,  and 
are  accompanied  with  fome  inftrudions  refpeding  profody. 

CONTROVERSIAL. 
A  letter  to  Jo/eph  Priefiley,  LL.  D,  F.  R,  S,  &c,  on  his  Di/courfe 

deli'vered  on  Wednefd^yt  April  27,   1791,  ia  the  Supporters  of  the 

Ne'w  College  at  Hackney.     By  Samuel  Turner,  A.  M,     S<vo,     6d. 

Baldwin.     1791. 

A  pebble  fent  from  a  fling  at  the  Goliath  of  the  DifTenters. 
The  *  nodus'  was  *  vindice  dignus ;'  but  it  required  a  more  pow- 
erful deity  to  interpofe.  Mr.  Turner  replies,  with  fome  flight 
pleafantry,  to  the  illiberal  reflexions  of  Dr.  Prieilley  in  the  dif- 
coarfe  alluded  toon  the  two  univcrfities. 

A  brief  y  but^  it  is  prefumed,  afiifficient  Anfnjoer  to  the  Philofophy  of 
Mafons  ;  intended  for  the  Benefit  offuch  unlettered  Perfons  as  may 
ha've  perufcd  that  Work  to  their  fpiritual  Injury,     By  the  Rev. 
H,  E.  Holder.     8'z/c.     4*/.     Bladon.     1791. 
The  Philofophy  of  the  Mafons  we  have  already  mentioned  with 

reprobation ;  but  this  is  only  the  javelin  of  Priam  againft  the 

Ihield  of  Achilles. 

A  Confolatory  Letter  to  the  Rev,  fohn  Clayton.  From  Fidelia,  ^vo. 
6d.  Johnfon,  1791. 
Poor  Mr.  Clayton  !  May  the  fair  hand  of  Fidelia  footh  your 
pains,  and  charm  your  foul  to  peace.— Fidelia;  however,  ufes 
words  of  oil,  but  conceals  fwords:  Ihe  looks  like  the  innocent 
flower,  but — peace  ^  or  we  may  offend. 

An  Addrefs  humbly  prefented  to  the  r  ever  end j  pious  y  and  harried  Dr. 

G     •     Sy  on   Vol.  I.  Tome  I.   of  his    excellent  Tranfiation  of  tbi 

Holy  Bible  :    with  Notes.     By  Abraham  Ben-Tizaakeer.     ^to. 

Is.     Symonds.     1791. 

Drl  Geddes,  in  his  tranflation,  has  offended  fome  one,  whe- 
ther Jew  or  Gentile  is  of  little  importance,  who  feems  to  have 
more  zeal  than  wit,  and  more  of  rancour  than  poetic  fire.  As  w« 
cannot,  on  this  occafion,  enter  into  the  merits  of  the  queilion, 
we  muil  convidl  the  culprit  of  Dulness  only. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Reflexions  on  the  Slave  Trade ;  luith  Remarks  on  the  Policy  of  its  Abo- 
lition,    In  a  Letter  to  a  Clergyman  in  the  County  of  Suffolk.     By 
G.C.F.     Svo.     IS.  6d.     Knott.     1791. 
This  able  author,  who,  we  think,  has  before  folicited  our  at- 
tention in  other  works,  claims  the  praife  of  originality  :  his  ideas 
were  not  adopted  from  others  j  but  the  greater  part  of  them  have 

"   ■    already 
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already  occurred  in  this  conteft  ;  and  by  us,  what  is  prior  in  point 
of  time,  mult  be  confidered  as  original.  We  have  often  noticed 
finiilar  arguments,  many  of  which  are  juft  and  correft  ;  but,  on 
the  whole,  they  d5  not  militate  fuccefsf'ully  againft  thofe  of  the 
antagonills,  when  confidered  in  their  mofl  cxtenfive  views. 

A  Sketch  of  the  Revenue  and  Finances  of  Ireland ,  and  of  the  appro- 
priated Funds^  Loans,  and  Debt  of  the  Nation^  from  their  Com* 
mencem£nt,  Uc.     Illujirated  ifjith  Charts,      By  R.  /^.  Claretidon, 
j^to.     ios,6d.  Boards.     Lowndes.      1791. 
This  treatife  gives  an  account  of  the  appropriated  funds,  loans, 
and  debt  of  the  nation,  from  their  commencement;    with   ab- 
llrads  of  tlie  principal  heads  of  receipt  and  expenditure  for  fixty 
years,  and  the  various  fupplies  fince  the  Revolution.     The  in- 
formation appears  to  be  accurate,  and  muft  have  been  colledled 
with  much  indullry. 

T'he  Tufcan  Majier  ;  cr,  a  nenv  and  eafy  Method  of  acquiring  aperfe^ 
Knonvledge  of  the  Italian  Language  in  ajhcrt  Time,     Bj  Dr.  M, 
Guelfi  Borzacchini.      izmo.     y.6d»     Dilly.      1791. 
After  a  careful    attention  to  this  grammar,     we   think  it   3 

very  correfl  and  ufcful  one.     We  have  little  doubt  but  that  it  will 

fuperfede  Veneroni,  who  is  by  much  too  tedious.     Our  author*s 

labours  might  indeed  have  been  fliortened. 

Political  Dialogues t  On  the  general  Principles  of  Gcvernment.  Kum^ 
her  I,  iimo.  3*^.  Johnfon.  1791. 
The  political  principles  which  conftituie  the  fubjed  of  the  pre- 
fent  Dialogue,  relate  chiefly  to  the  form  of  government.  That 
the  author  has  a  ftrong  predileftion  for  that  of  a  republic,  is  al- 
ready fufHciently  evident,  though  his  fentiments  refpeding  any 
change  in  the  Brltifh  conftitution  are  exprefled  with  decency  and 
moderation.  In  the  mean  time  he  urges  the  expediency  of  a  re- 
form in  the  reprefentation  of  the  commons  ;  a  (lep  which,  proba- 
bly, he  confiders  as  fubfervient  to  farther  regulations  in  fa-vour  of 
a  republican  fyftem. 

Thoughts   on  the  late  Riot   at  Birmingham*     Z'vo.     is.     oewel!, 

1791. 

Our  very  able  and  candid  author  expoftulates  with  Dr.  Pried- 
ley  on  his  conduft  fince  the  riots :  not  one  figh  for  the  mifchief 
that  he  has  occafioned ;  not  one  tear  for  (o  extenfive  a  devaita- 
tion  !  The  tone  of  complaint,  invedive,  and  difappointment,  is 
only  heard;  and  an  air  of  triumph  fometimes  appears,  as  if  he 
recalled,  with  a  bitter  enthufiafm,  the  old  faying  of  Tertullian, 
*  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  is  the  (ced  of  the  church.*  We,  who 
have  followed  him  in  his  devious  courfe,  know  that  fomc  reproof 
was  neceffary  :  we  arc  forry  to  fee  that  it  has  been  fo  fatal,  and 
ftill  not  effeaual. 

K  k  2  Tht 
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The  Dehate  en  a  Motion  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons y  on  Monday  and  Tuefdayy  April  1 8  and  19,  1791, 
Reported  in  Detail,      %'vo.     2s.     Woodfall.      I791. 
We  have  much  reafon  to  believe  that  this  debate  h  ably  and 

accurately  reported  ;  though  in  fome  parts  it  is  eafy  to  perceive 

the  bias  of  the  reporter. 

Declaration  of  the  Rights  of  Men  in  ci'vil  Society.  By  the  Able 
Sieyes  I  prrfented  to  the  National  JJJemblyy  Augvf  13/^,  17891. 
Tranfiated  into  Englijh  <with  the  Addition  of  a  Preface*  By  the 
Author  cf  King  or  no  King,    i.'vo.     \s.  td.    Ridgway.     1 79 1. 

In  the  early  period  of  the  French  Revolution,  every  patriotic 
politician  contended  for  the  palm  of  pourtraying  with  the  greateft 
fuccefs  the  Rights  of  Men.  The  diiFerent  declarations,  among 
which  that  of  abbe  Sieyes  now  lies  before  us,  were  prefented  to 
the  national  afTembly,  who  adopts  thofe  articles  which  have  been 
ofien  the  fubjeft  of  our  difcufiion.  On  the  propriety  of  their  con- 
dufl,  while  we  have  not  feen  all  the  different  works,  we  cannot  de- 
termine ;  but  we  are  at  leaft  certain,  that  the  Declaration  of  the 
abbe  Sieyes  deferved  not  the  preference.  It  is  not  *  comprehen- 
five,'  as  the  tranfiator  contends,  who  feems  to  have  miftaken  the 
term  for  extenjive.  To  be  comprehenfive,  it  is  nece/Tary  that  the 
articles  fhould  be  general  and  concife,  including  the  numerous 
rarticulars,  while  the  abbe  is  minute,  particular,  and  often  pu- 
erile. 

The  tranfiator,  whofe  vcrfion  has  all  the  deformities  of  the  orl- 
j^inal  idiom,  and  wc  fufpedl,  in  more  than  one  paflage,  mifrepre- 
fents  the  abbe's  meaning,  has  loft  none  of  the  furious  democratical 
principles  which  were  fo  confpicuous  in  '  King  and  no  King,*  He 
is  ang:y  with  the  afTembly,  and  in  this  he  is  by  no  means  wrong, 
for  delaying  the  period  of  the  revifion  of  the  conftitution  ten 
years.  He  is  difpleafed  that  an  hereditary  monarch  fhould  be  called 
a  reprefentative  ;  that  he  fhould  have  annually  30  millions  of 
livres,  a  guard  cf  18,000  men,  &c.  kc.  When  we  met  with  •  the 
elegant  and  profound  books  of  the  Macintosh's,  ihe  Paine* s,  and 
the  Prieftley's,*  we  flarted,  and  began  to  fufpedt  the  quill  of  the 
Excifeman  had  written  this  paragraph — Is  it  fo  ?  we  cannot  decide; 
but  the  fame  ignorance,  fimilar  grammatical  errors,  equal  violence 
2nd  confidence,  are  to  be  found  in  this  preface  and  in  the  Rights 
of  Man. 

The  Hiflory  of  the  Royal  Circus,  introduBory  to  the  Cafe  of  Mr.  Read,, 
late  Stage-Manager  of  that  Theatre.  In  a  Letter  to  a  Friend.  81^0. 
2/.     Ridgway.     1791. 

Though  we  fometimes  depart  from  the  principles  of  a  literary 

review  to  attend  to  the  fall  of  ftates  and  the  revolution  of  king^ 

doms,  we  cannot  pay  the  fame  compliment  to  the  eventful  hiftory 

3  of 


Monthly    Catalogue.  477 

of  the  Royal  Circus.  Indeed  it  is  not  eaf/  to  form  any  opinion 
from  an  ex  parte  evidence.  Mr.  Read  has  been  unfortunate,  and 
we  pity  him  :  relief  is  not  in  our  power. 

A  Colle3ion  of  intcrejling  Biography.  Containing^  I .  The  Life  of 
S,  JohnJoTit  LL.  D.  abridged  principally  from  Bof^eWs  ceUbtuzted 
Memoirs  of  the  DoSior.  2.  The  Life  of  Mr.  Ehves ,  abridged  hy 
Capt,  Topham.  3.  The  Ltfe  of  Capt.  Cooky  abridged  by  Dr. 
Kip  pi  I.  The  IVhole  revifed  and  abridged  by  Sir  Jndreiu  Anecdote, 
izmo.     ^s.fenved,     Brevvman.      1791. 

A  careful  chemifl  can  alter  the  form  of  every  body  which  comes 
under  his  hands.  He  can  expand  it  in  air  or  condenfeit  to  an 
extrafl.  A  meaner  artiil can  fubdivide  and  choofe  fcled  portions; 
of  the  iaft  clafs  is  our  prefent  editor.  From  the  ponderous  vo- 
lumes of  Bofvvell  he  has  culled  a  few  feathers,  and  decks 
himfelf,  like  the  original.  Of  Mr,  Elvves'  life  he  gives  nearly 
the  whole  ;  and,  from  Dr.  K'ppis,  has  feledled  enough  to  fill  on- 
ly feventy-two  meagre  page  :  never  was  biographer  fo  cruelly 
mutilated, 

A  Lifl  of  Books  intended  for  the  XJfe  of  the  Younger  Clergy ,  and  other 
Students  in  Di'-viniiy,  ijcithin  the  Dioceje  of  Chejier.  ^-uo,  2s, 
Fletcher,  Oxford.      1791. 

The  very  rcfpeflable  author  of  this  Catalogue  has  felefted  thofe 
books  which  are  moft  ufeful  for  the  younger  clergy.  The  two 
firft  clalTes,  in  which  the  bilhop  proceeds  from  the  works  more 
cflentially  necelTary,  to  thofe  which  are  lefs  fo,  contains  only  the 
trafts  in  defence  of  the  church  ;  his  reafons  are  fo  judicious,  that 
we  are  tempted  to  tranfcribe  them. 

*  I  am  not,  it  will  be  remembered,  giving  my  diredions  or 
advice  upon  the  means  and  mode  of  acquiring  this  conviilion, 
nor  am  I  laying  down  the  firll  principles  and  inilitutes  of  Divini- 
ty. They,  who  have  been  educated  in  an  univerfity,  have  nei- 
ther wanted  the  means  of  information,  nor  the  afiiilance  requi- 
fite;  and  literate  perfons,  who  have  not  had  thefe  advantages, 
yet  if  they  have  any  degree  of  attention  to  their  duty,  and  any 
ability  for  the  profeflion  they  are  to  undertake,  cannot  fail  to 
have  Iludied  and  compared  with  the  doftrines  of  our  creeds  and 
articles,  the  Scriptures  themfelves. 

♦  If  in  this  examination  they  find  nothing  repugnant  in  one  to 
the  others,  nothing  in  the  Scriptures  repugnant  to  their  general 
apprehenfions  of  the  Deity  and  his  attributes,  nothing  in  our  ar- 
ticles and  liturgy  contradidlory  to  the  general  tenor  of  thofe  Scrip- 
tures, their  conviction  is,  I  conceive,  fairly  and  honeiUy  founc- 
ed.  \i  there  are  who  think,  this  principle  not  broad  enough^ 
they  will  do  well  to  look  to  the  necelTary  con fcquences,  to  which 
an  extenlion  of  it  will  lead,  before  they  conclude  that  nothing  le-'s 

ihaa 
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than  an  accurate  and  a  comparative  view  of  every  religious  per- 
foafion  and  opinion  will  jultify  a  preference  to  any  one.  For, 
upon  this  fuppofition,  with  the  irnle.^rned  there  is  an  end  of  all 
and  every  religion ;  and,  indeed,  with  the  learned  themfelves, 
till  they  are  fure,  that  they  can  learn  no  more.  Upon  this  fap- 
pofition,  neither  he  that  ihould  teach,  nor  he  that  (hould  be 
taught,  mud  venture  upon  pradice  of  any  kind,  till  it  is  clear, 
that  he  is  beyond  the  reach  of  further  information.  Knowledge 
itfelf  will  thus  bcconr.e  ufelefs,  becaufe  it  is  prcgreilive;  and  the 
bafincfs  of. this  as  well  as  of  the  future  life  mull  Hand  iHll,  left  in 
either  cafe  it  fhould  not  be  condudled  with  perfeft  accuracy  ;  a 
conieqoence  as  little  confillent  with  the  avowed  imperfedion  of 
human  knowledge,  as  with  the  known  interells  of  mankind.* 

The  lail  argument,  in  a  more  proper  place,  might  be  ufefully 
e>rpanded  and  inforced.  To  it  may  alfo  be  added  the  pernicious 
influence  of  thefe  frequent  changes  on  the  mind,  as  it  gives  a  ver- 
fality,  a  mobility  to  the  judgment,  which  incieafes  the  power  of 
new  arguments,  beyond  what  their  real  force  may  merit,  while 
thefe  frequent  variations  may  fometimes  occur,  when  the  mind  i? 
weakened  by  difeafe,  or  the  judgment  clouded  by  adventitious 
circuinftances. — Tl.e  third  clafs  contains  thofe  books  which  will 
be  ufeful  in  more  extended  enquiries, 

^he  FreiKh  Cdvjlitutional  Ccdsy  as  re'v'jfedy  amended ^  and  finally 
ccmp'etcdy  by  the  Naiicnal  AJfemhly.   S-vo.   is,  6d.  Kay.    1 791. 

This  differs  only  from  the  works  with  the  fame  title  already 
examined  in  the  place  of  its  publication. 

^Ije  Game  Laivs,  carefully  colleiled  and  abridged  from  the  numerout 
Statutes  concerning  Game.,  and  arranged  infuch  Order  as  to  com- 
frrfe  the  Zportjman  and  G ame- Keeper'' s  complete  AJjiJtant  and  Com-^ 
fanion.  By  a  Gentleman  of  the  Laiu,  Broadfide.  is,  Kearf- 
iey.      1791. 

A  fmgle  fhcet,  drawn  up  with  accuracy,  and  adapted,  we  fup- 
pofe,  for  the  hall  of  a  fportfman. 

A  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  DundaSy  on  the  Situation  of  the  Eaft 
liidta  Company,     /^ro.     u.     Debrett.     179 1. 

Our  author  endeavours  to  prove,  by  a  long  feries  of  accounts, 
of  the  accuracy  of  which  we  cannot  judge,  the  following  pofi- 
tions  : 

*  That  the  revenues  of  India  have  produced  in  the  lafl  four 
years  a  furplusof  3,196,554!.  that  fuch  part  of  thisfurplus  as  has 
been  fent  home  in  Indian  goods,  has  diminiflied,  inflead  of  in-» 
creafed,  by  coming  through  the  medium  of  trade;  and  that,  in 
the  veiy  fame  period,  during  which  the  company  have  rscei'ved 

thefe 
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thefe  three  millions  with  one  hand,   they  have   been  obliged  to 
«i<cept  bills  to  the  amount  of  three  millions  with  the  other. 

•  That  in  four  years  of  profound  peace,  with  the  affilbnce  of 
parliament,  and  every  public  fupport,  the  company  has  only  beta 
able  to  leffen  by  150,000!.  a  debt  which  at  this  moment  amoumi 
to  timnty-four  millions  Jicrling, 

*  And,  that  upon  a  general  review  of  iall  their  affairs  for  four 
years  paft,  ending  the  ill  of  March  lad,  it  appears  that  fetting 
apart  50,000!.  per  annum  for  contingencies,  and  prefuming  ail 
future  years  to  be  as  good  as  the  former,  the  Eaft  India  company 
cannot  pay,  as  intereft  for  any  loans  they  may  have  occaiion  for, 
more  than  100,000 1.  per  annum.' 

The  objed  of  the  author  is  to  ihow  the  impropriety  and  impo- 
licy of  government  taking  the  India  debt  on  thenifelves,  under 
the  idea  of  the  nation  being  compenfated  by  the  territorial  re. 
venues.  The  bias  appears  fo  ftrong,  that  we  muft  be  permitted 
to  demur  a  little  refpefting  either  the  accuracy  of  the  premiiesor 
the  juftnefs  of  the  conclufion. 

Memoirs  of  Julia  dt  M ,  a  reclaimed  Courtezan.     From  the 

French  cf  the  Chevalier  Rut  ledge,     2  Vols,   izm^,     5J.  fe^wed. 

Bentley.     I79i. 

The  heroine  of  this  narrative  draws  a  parallel  between  lierfelf 

and  Ninon  de  L'Enclos,  of  whom,  in  her  own  opinion,  (hefeems 

to  have  k  decided  advantage.  Whatever  may  be  her  rank,  in  point 

of  charader,  ihe  writes  with  fpirit  and  vivacity. 

Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^ 
&c.     By  T.  G.  Simpfon.      Svo. 

The  author  of  this  Letter  reprobates  the  defign  of  our  late  ar- 
mament in  favour  of  the  Ottoman  power.  In  his  opinion,  ttt 
aflill  the  Turk  upon  any  occaiion,  is  equally  impious  and  impo- 
litic; and  this  he  endeavours  to  prove  by  fome  arguments,  which, 
though  urged  without  much  elegance  of  llyle,  carry  with  them 
fuch  a  degree  of  force  as  may  feem  to  juflify  his  own  conviction. 

Terraquea  :  or^  a  Ne'w  Syjiem  of  Geography  and  Modern  Hijiory, 
By  the  Rev.  James  Gordon.  Vd.  1.  Zvo.  bs.  Beards.  DiUyi. 
1791. 

This  geographical  fyftem,  we  are  informed,  is  to  be  comprlT" 
ed  in  three  volumes ;  but,  though  extended  to  fuch  a  bulk,  it 
feems  not  to  differ  eflentially,  in  any  particular,  from  the  cele- 
brated fyftem  of  Guthrie.  In  the  prefcnt  work,  the  Icmgitudes 
and  latitudes  of  places  are  not  exprefTed  in  the  narrative,  but 
are  left  to  be  difcovercd  in  thfi  maps  by  the  obfervation  of  the 
ftudent. 

Lett  eve 
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Latere  di  dimerjl  celebri  Au^lori  Italiani,  l^c.  i.  e.  Letters  on  mart* 
ous  interejiing  Siihje^s^  by  celebrated  halt  on  Authors  ^  colleQed  by 
A.  f^erganlt  for  the  U/e  0/ Students  in  that  Language.  izmi. 
'^s.  bound.     Baldwin.     1791. 

The  compiler  of  thefe  Letters  has  felefled  them  with  judgment, 
and  modernifcd  the  orthography  of  the  more  ancient.  They  af- 
ford proper  examples  of  an  elegant  epiftolary  Hyle ;  towards  the 
forming  of  which,  they  will  doubtlefs  be  ufeful  to  ihelludents  in 
the  Italian  language, 

Report  from  the  Sele/l  Committee  appointed  to  examine  and  fate  the 
fe'veral  Accounts y   and  other  Papers ^  prefented  to  the  UoufeofCom^ 
mens  in  this  SeJJion  of  Parliament,  relating  to  the  Public  Income  and 
Expenditure,  i^c,  t^c»     8i/o»     ^s.fe-ived.     Debrett.      1791. 
According  to  this  Report,  the  furplus  of  the  public  revenue, 

above   the  expenditure,  is  6i,io81.  a   fmall  funi  indeed:  but, 

what  is  fome  confolation,  the  public  revenue  appears  to  be  in  a 

progreffive  ftate  of  advancement. 

A  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  on  the  SubjeSi  of  Naval  Promotions, 
S-vo»  IS.  Egerton.  179 1. 
The  author  of  this  Letter  ftates  fome  abu fes,  under  former 
Boards  of  admiralty,  in  the  promotion  of  flag-officers,  and  fuggefts 
hints  for  eltabliihing  a  regularity  in  all  future  naval  promotions. 
The  plan  he  propofes  is  equitable  as  well  as  liberal,  and  feems  to 
merit  attention, 

A  Jhort  but  ferious  Addrefs  to  the  Manufa6lurers,  Teomanry,  and 
Trade/men  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,     8i;o.      is.     Stockdale. 
1791. 
A  fatirical  pamphlet,  in  which  the  author  pourtrays,  perhaps 

with  fome  exaggeration,  the  character  of  political  reformers. 

1'he  Life  and  Jirangt  furprifng  Adventures  of  Robinfon   Crufoe^  of 
York,  Mariner.     2  Vols.      Znjo.      \U    \s.  Boards.     Stockdale* 

In  the  prefcnt  edition,  this  well-known  work  appears  in  a  drefa 
fuitable  to  its  celebrity.  It  is  well  printed,  and  ornamented 
with  copper-plates.  Subjoined  is  a  life  of  Daniel  de  Foe,  the 
real  author,  accompanied  with  his  portrait. 

ERRATUM, 
la  the  Critical  Review  for  September,  p.  86,  1.  32,  tot  poetry  t  t,  urthography. 
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OF      THE 

CRITICAL     REVIEW. 

FOREIGN    ARTICLES. 

Dilpenfatoriufn  Tuldenje  tripar'titum,  tarn  Fatria  ti/ibusy  quam 
jiecuU  modo-hi  gemo  accommodatum^  a  Francifco  Antonio  Schle- 
reth^  P,  ^  A^I.  D.  l^c,  Edii'io  alter a^  ab  Ju^ore  rev'ifa  et. 
emcndata.    8vo.   Francofurti  ad  Magnum.    Broenner. 

AMONG  the  foreign  Difpenfatories,  that  of  M.  Schle- 
reth  deferves  a  particular  diftin<^ion ;  and  we  mention 
it  as  one  of  the  lateft,  and,  on  the  whole,  one  of  the  beft 
works  of  this  kind.  The  author,  with  a  refinement  perhaps 
too  nice,  apologifes  for  the  word  Difpenfatorium^  as  pharma" 
cDpcela  would  fecDi  to  imply  a  work  of  greater  importance  in 
pharmacy.  His  object  is  chiefly  to  furnifh  a  convenient  lift 
of  practical  remedies  ;  and  it  is  divided  into  three  parts  :  the 
firll  is  the  Materia  Medica ;  the  fecond  contains  the  pharma- 
ceutical remedies  ;  and  the  third,  thofe  which  fliould  be  pre- 
pared extemporaneoufly,  either  becaufe  they  foon  fpoil,  or  are 
not  often  wanted.  The  chemical  part,  which  deferves  gi;eat 
commendation,  is  the  work  of  M.  Lieblein,  chemical  profefTor 
in  the  Adolphian  univerfity.  The  firfh  edition  was  pubiilhed 
in  1787,  and  the  author  promifed  to  give  the  additions  and 
corrections  that  were  found  necefrary,_at  the  end  of  every  two 
or  three  years :  a  laudable  cultom,  which  we  wifh  was  more 
often  imitated  :  but  the  firfl  corrections  were  fo  numerous 
and  important,  that  it  was  more  convenient  to  reprint  the 
whole,  efpecially  as  no  copies  remained. 

The  Materia  Medica,  as  is  ufual  in  the  foreign  difpenfiatories., 
App.  Vol.  Ill,  New  Arr.  LI  cou- 
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confiils  of  too  many  articles;  but  this  lifl  is  rendered  more  ufe-- 
ful,  by  the  addition  of  the  properties  of  each  fubftance.  In  gene- 
ral thefe  properties  are  too  numerou.^,and  we  could  have  wifhed 
that  the  author  had  followed  Linnxus,  by  diilinguifliing  the 
qualities  that  each  medicine  pofTelTed  in  an  inconfiderable  de- 
gree, from  thofe  for  which  it  was  moll  confpicuous.  At  pre- 
lentj  with  a  few  exceptions,  the  inexperienced  iludent  will  not 
derive  great  benefit  from  tlie  enumeration  ;  but,  in  fame  in- 
fiances,  the  author  has  added  dubia,  fufpedla,  or  a  fnnilar 
hint.  From  various  parrs  of  this  lift,  the  Englifh  reader  may, 
however,  derive  knowledge,  drawn  from  works  to  which,  on 
account  of  their  language  or  limited  circulation,  he  could 
fcarcely  have  accefs.  Some  of  thcfc  we  fliall  mention,  with- 
out always  acquicfclng  in  the  author's  opinions,  though  we 
have  found  tliat  tliey,  in  general,  dcferve  great  attention. 

The  earduus  tomentofus  (onopordium  acanthium  of  Lin- 
IKCUS*,  for  the  Linnxan  names  are  always,  when  known,  fub- 
joined)  is  ilyled  dcmulcens  &  confolidans ;  a  fpecific,  it  is 
added,  in  the  cancer  of  the  face.  The  herba  ciomorii  coccinei 
{fungus  melitenfis  -Lin.)  is  a  *  bitter  balfamic,  and  ityptic, 
not  coagulating  the  blood,  a  traumatic  in  malignant  and  old 
venereal  ulcers.*  We  remarked,  with  fome  furprize,  that 
among  the  qualities  of  the  digitalis,  its  diuretic  efFe£ls  are 
not  added  to  its  emetic,  cathartic,  aiwl  narcotic  powers  *".  The 
herba  jaccx  (viola  tricolor)  is  faid  to  have  been  found  by  Dr. 
Strack  ufeful  in  the  cruila  ladea  ;  and  the  mefembrianthe- 
irtum  chryftallinum  Lin.  by  M.  Licb,  as  a  *  fpecific  diuretic' 
The  pulfatilla  nigricans  he  recommends,  on  Ins  own  autho- 
rity, for  amauroiis  ;  from  the  language,  \vc  fuppofe  it  is  in- 
tended to  be  ufed  internally. 

The  bark  of  the  maliogany  is  an  aftringent.  Back,  it  U 
faid,  thinks  it  equal  in  virtue  to  the  Peruvian  bark  ;  and  fome 
have  doubted  whether,  in  tindtures  in  this  country,  it  hasnotbeen. 
occafionally  fubllituted  for  the  cincona.  The  nux  vomica  is 
given,  by  the  Swedifh  phynciana,  in  dyfenteries,  in  the  quantity 
of  about  ten  grains,  or  from  that  to  a  fcruple,  every  morning 
in  milk.  The  arnica,  in  Bucholz'  experiments,  did  not  appear 
to  be  an  antifeptlc.  Our  author,  with  a  confidence  not  very 
common  in  thefe  fljort  added  characters,  informs  us  that  the 
belladonna  *  expels  the  poifon  of  a  mad  dog/  The  root  of  the 
carex  arenofa  is  faid  to  be  fuperior  to  the  farfa,  which  M, 
Schlereth,  with  a  becoming  modeily,  fufpe(fts  may  be  Icls 
ufeful  from  its  age.  The  caryophillata  aquatica,  gcum  rivale 
Lin.  is  faid  to  be  a  better  medicine  than  caryophillata  offici- 


+  This  is  probably  an  accidental  omifllon,  Cnce  the  dlgltalij  ii5  one  of  the  in- 
grcdicxiu  m  the  cxtciujporaucous  pulvi»  diurcticu*. 

naJis, 
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fialis,  g€um  urbanum  Lin. — ^The  fennel-root  is  fuppofcci  to 
he  an  ufeful  fuccedancum  for  ginfeng  \  but  the  latter  is  not 
at  prefent  uncommon  ;  and,  as  it  is  more  known,  and  more 
eafily  procured,  will  probably  lofe  its  credit.  The  radix  lo- 
pezlana,  mentioned  firit  by  Gaubius  in  his  Adverfiuia.  is  ftyl- 
cd  a  warm  corroborant,  and  chiefly  ufeful  for  checking  heclic 
diarrhoeas.  The  dofe  is  from  6  to  20  grains.  The  talle  of 
the  lobelia  fyphilitica  is  faid  to  refemble  tobacco  ;  and  the  fe- 
men  fabadillx,  in  the  dofe  of  about  5  grains,  on  the  authority 
of  Schmucker,  to  be  an  excellent  anthelmintic.  Thefe  are 
the  chief  novelties  of  importance  :  to  point  out  little  minute 
errors,  the  frequent  repetition  of  balfamica,  aperiens,  fapona- 
cea,  &c.  inferted  without  foundation,  would  appear  faftidious, 
and  lead  us  too  far. 

In  the  fecond  Part  of  this  Difpenfatory,  where  the  formulae 
are  arranged  in  an  alphabetical  order,  we  find,  if  eftimated  by 
the  ftate  of  practice  in  this  country,  many  fuperfluous  pre- 
fcriptions,  and  fome  which  are  fcarcely  the  province  of  the 
apothecary.  Of  this  kind  are  the  preparation  of  chocolate, 
the  method  of  making  what  we  call  court-plafter,  of  lip-falve, 
&c.  yet,  in  each  formula,  the  dire6tions  are  clear,  diftind^, 
and  judicious;  it  is  feldom  that  the  compounder  can  err.  We 
(hall  notice  fome  of  thefe  which  differ  from  our  own  methods, 
or  thofe  in  which  we  difcover  any  particular  improvements. 

The  acecum  hyftericum  confifts  of  rue,  gaibanum,  alTa  foe- 
tida,  and  caftor,  diifolved  in  concentrated  vinegar,  and  intend- 
ed only  for  external  ufe,  perhaps  to  be  applied  chiefly  to  the 
noftrils,  though  the  galbanum  and  caftgr  are  fcarcely  volatile 
enough  for  this  puopofe.  The  acetum  radicale  is  diflilled,  in 
nearly  the  ufual  way,  from  the  terra  foliata  tartaric  Vinegar 
is  alfo  directed  to  be  concentrated  by  cold  or  evaporation. 

Acid  of  ants  is  omitted  in  the  Englifli  difpcnfatories  :  the 
infe£ts  are  to  be  taken  from  under  walls,  not  boards  ;  and  a 
pound  of  ants  is  faid  to  produce  four  pounds  of  an  acid,  not 
unlike  vinegar.  When  diiiilled,  it  feems  to  refemble  the  ra- 
dical vinegar ;  and  Goettling  is  faid  to  have  made  setlier  from 
it.  The  method  of  chryftalliziflg  the  acid  of  tartar  is  nearly^ 
the  fame  as  Scheeie's,  and  the  formulas  are  defcribed,  like  all 
the  chemical  preparations,  with  great  accuracy  and  ingenuity. 

The  diftilled  waters  are  numerous  and  trifling ;  nor  is  the 
aqua  chamom3Eli  vinofa  properly  arranged  under  this  head. 
A  pound  of  chamomile  flowers  to  four  pounds  of  wine,  o£ 
which  half  is  diftilled  ofl^,  cannot  be  a  very  zddve.  remedy. 
The  water  of  the  lauro  cerafus  is,  we  believe,  new,  as  a  re- 
medy. To  a  pound  of  the  leaves,  a  quart  of  water  is  added, 
and  a  pipt  drawn  off.    Dr.  SAlereth,  who  adds  generally 
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the  dofes  and  the  quaUties,  tells  us  '  that  it  may  be  taken  \% 
20  drops  gradually  incrcafed  "to  60 ;  that  it  attenuates  th« 
blood  without  llimulating,  and  refolves  fchirri :  it  muft,  how- 
ever, be  managed  with  caution.' 

The  balfamum  aftringens  is  compofed  of  3  drachms  of  tur* 
pentine,  joined  to  5  of  oil  of  vitriol,  to  which  3^  o«ix:es  of 
re(flified  I'pirit  of  wine  are  to  be  added.  It  will  probably  be  an 
ufeful  application,  though  rather  too  llimulating.  The  butter 
of  cocoa  does  not  eaiJilT  turn  rancid,  and  may  therefore  be 
kept  for  ufe  :  the  oil  oi  bitter  almonds,  which  is  fcarcely  dif- 
tinguifhable  in  taile  from  the  oil  of  fweet  almonds,  does  not 
To  cafily  contraft  a  rancidity. 

The  extracts  are  numerous,  and  well  prepared :  fbme  of 
them  we  fufpeft  are  not  very  ufeful.  The  gummy  extract  of 
myrrh  certainly  (feferves  a  place  in  the  Engliili  Pharmaco- 
poeia. The  extract  of  tobacco  may  undoubtedly  be  of  fervicc, 
as  its  emetic  quality  is  greatly  leilened  by  boiling. 

The  flowers  of  benjamin  are  prepared  by  boiling  the  pow- 
dered gum  in  water  only,  filtering  the  fluid,  and  leaving  the 
fait  to  chryftallize.  If  not  white,  the  boiling  chryflallizntions 
are  repeated.  The  preparation  of  the  agaricus  mufcarius 
we  iljall  tranfcribe,  for  the  fake  of  the  fubfequent  remark. 
^The  mufhroom  muft  be  gathered  before  it  is  fully  expanded, 
from  about  the  middle  of  Augull  to  the  beginning  of  Septem- 
ber. The  bulbous  part,  concealed  in  the  earth,  muil  be  fepa- 
ratcd,  cleared,  dried  in  the  fhade,  and  powdered.  '  It  is 
given  internally  from  10  grains  to  a  drachm,  in  vinegar;,  in 
which  dofe  it  purges,  and  increases  the  perfpiration  from  the 
affected  part.  It  is  ufed  internally  a,rtd  externally  by  Whiffe- 
lingius  to  heal  fp reading  ulcers,  and  to  relieve  thofe  epilepfies 
and  palfies  which  arife  from  repelled  exanthemata.* 

The  fcorix  which  remain  from  making  the  fimple  regulus 
of  antimony,  are  employed  in  preparing  the  kermes  mineral. 
Thefe,  powdered  while  warm,  are  put  into  a  linen  cloth,  and 
fixteen  times  the  weight  of  water  poured  on  them.  The 
whole  is  boiled  till  a  few  drops,  carried  into  the  cold  air,  dcpo- 
iit  fome  reddiih-brown  flocculi.  The  liquor  is  then  flrained, 
while  hot,  into  a  veiTel  partly  filled  with  boiling  water,  and 
fwffercd  to  itand  for  one  night.  The  kermes  feparates  fpon- 
taneoufly,  and  it  is  afterwards  wafhed,  till  the  water  has  no 
longer  any  tade.  The  lac  fulphuris  is  made  by  combining  the 
fulphur  with  tl>e  lixivium  caullicum,  filtering,  fuffering  fome 
fxces  afterwards  to  fubfide,  -and  at  laft  feparating  the  lixivium 
13V  means  of  dilute  vitriolic  acid. 

JjTvpides  cancrorum  citrati  are  faid  to  be  refrigerant  and  dlu  - 

retic :  the  lapis  divinus  feu  ophthalmicus  is  a  very  peculiar 
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pT^arationv  it  confifts  ef  blue  vitriol,  nitre,  and  a].um,  oT 
4^ach  three  ounces  :  thefe  are  melted  in  a  fand-bath,  and  a 
<irachm  and  half  of  rubbed  camphor  added,  while  melting. 
The  whole  is  mixed  and  powdered,  and  a  proportion  of  the 
powder  added  to  collyria. 

The  compound  liquid  laudanum  conlifts  of  opium  diffolved 
in  wine,  with  a  fmall  proportion  of  fafrVon  :  a  grain  of  opium 
is  contained  in  fix  drops.  The  liquor  cornu  cervi  fuccinatus 
is  made  in  a  curious  method :  two  drachms  of  the  volatile  , 
fait  of  hartfliom,  diflblved  in  two  ounces  of  the  diililkd  water 
of  ralberries,  are  added  to  two  drachms  of  fait  of  amber  dif- 
folved in  two  ounces  of  the  diflilled  water  from  the  flowers  of 
the  lime-tree.  The  pills  are  prepared  with  great  care;  the 
purging,  the  bitter,  and  the  refolvent  pills,  are  excellently 
adapted  to  their  feveral  purpofes.  Tlie  author  feems  only  to 
have  omitted  a  form  of  aromatic  pilly. 

We  find  it  difficult  to  give  an  account  of  the  mercuriaJ  prcr- 
parationsi  they  are  condud^ed  in  a  manner  equa-lly  fimple, 
accurate,  and  new.  The  mercurius  dulcis  is  made  in  Scheele'$ 
method,  by  adding  common  fait  to  a  folutioii  of  mercury  in 
tlie  munatic  scidc  the  jj.owiler  is  precipitated.  The  merciir 
riu-s  pr?ecipitatus  ruber  is  prepared  by  diiToiving  the  mercury 
in  the  nitrous  acid,  which  is  afterwards  drawn  off  from  a.  re- 
tort, and  the  acid  of  mercury  calcined  in  the  retort.  The  di- 
rctlions  are  minute  and  judicious,  apparently  copied  from  the. 
appearances  in  different  parts  of  the  procels.  This  prepararj 
tioii  is  faid  to  be  an  e3:cellent  antivenereal,  and  is  given  in  it 
dofc  from  a  quarter  of  a  grain  to  one  grain.  The  fubiimatS 
is  prepared  by  mixing  a  fiiturated  folution  of  mercury  in  ni- 
trous acifii,  diffolved  without  heat,  to  a  faturated  folution  of 
common  fait  in  water ;  red  vapours  awfe,  and  a  precipitation 
appears,  which  is  foon  re-diffolved  :  the  fluid  is  filtered,  and 
the  fublimate  chryttalHzes.  Mercury  is  purified  by  mixing  two 
pounds  of  the  metal  with  fix  ounces  of  fulphur  :  the  cinnabar, 
thus  formed  is  powdered  and  mixed  with  1 8  ounces  of  lime :  the 
whole  is  then  fublimed,  and  the  mercury  fuffered  to  drop  in- 
to water  put  in  the  receiver.  Thefe  are  the  only  mercurial 
prepat;itions.  We  are  forry  that  our  limits  permit  us  only  to 
defcribe  the  principles  of  each  operation. 

The  lether  of  vinegar  is  highly  commended  as  an  antifep- 
tic,  an  analeptic,  antifpafmodic,  fedative,  refolvent,  and  diu- 
retic. Hoffman's  anodyne  liquor  is  the  firll  diftillation  from 
equal  parts  of  oil  of  vitriol  and  rediified  fpirit  of  wine  :  it  is 
the  union  of  the  fweet  fpirit  of  vitriol  and  fome  cether,  with- 
out the  proportion  of  the  fweet  oil.  The  aether,  which  our 
author  calls  naphta,  is  procured  by  three  fucceflive  affufion^ 
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nnd  diilillatlons  of  half  the  origmal  quantity  of  fpirlt  of  wine 
in  the  retort. 

I'he  setherlal  oils  are  very  numerous,  and  fome  of  thent 
r.ot  very  important  in  a  medical  view.  The  empyreumatic  oil 
of  wax  is,  externally,  an  aftive  and  powerful  relolvent ;  inter- 
nally, a  diuretic,  but  dangerous  from  its  acrimony.  The  oil  of 
the  nut  ben.  is  very  little  fubje£l  to  rancidity.  A  new  method 
occurs  of  depurating  expreiled  oils,  particularly  linfeed  oils, 
even,  by  mixing  them  with  bruifed  fruits,  and  fubje6ling 
them  to  a  fermentation,  taking  care  to  prevent  the  fruits  from 
riling  on  the  top,  as  they  might  contra£l  fome  mouldinefs. 
The  phofphorus  of  urine  is  celebrated,  it  is  faid,  as  an  ana- 
leptic and  dijiphoretic,  in  acute  and  malignant  fevers  ;  but  our 
author  obferves,  that  his  experience  does  not  fupport  its  cha- 
racler.  In  chronic  complaints,  as  mania,  epilepfy,  palfy,  &c. 
it  may  be  given,  he  thinks,  with  more  fafety  in  the  dofe  of  a 
grain  or  two  every  day.  In  the  preparation  of  tamarinds,  our 
n-uthor  adds  filings  of  fteel,  and  afterwards  laminae  of  bright 
fleel  to  precipitate  probably  every  particle  of  copper. 

In  the  directions  for  powdering,  our  author  is  very  minute  : 
we  are  not,  however,  certain  that  he  is  correct  in  one  circuni- 
ftance.  After  faying  that  the  reiidue  of  w^oody  fubflances, 
which  yield  with  difficulty  to  the  peflle,  are  generally  ufelefs, 
he  adds,  that,  in  refmous  fubftances,  the;  parts  which  refift 
powdering  mod  obftinately,  are  in  general,  particularly  effica- 
cious. The  powder  direded  for  fprinkling  parts  afFedled  with 
eryfipelatous  inflammation,  is  a  very  judicious  prefcription. 
To  30  ounces  of  chalk,  10  of  the  powdered  leaves  of  worm- 
wood are  added,  and  half  a  drachm  of  camphor  rubbed  with 
a  little  fpirit  of  wine.  The  powder  for  lemonade  is  fcarcely 
a  medical  prefcription,  but  it  is  an  ufeful  and  a  pleafant  one. 

After  defcribmg  the  preparation  of  the  martial  regulus  of 
antimony,  M.  Schlereth  adds,  that  from  its  fcorise  deliquated 
in  free  air,  and  edulcorated  with  pure  water,  the  crocus  niar^ 
tis  antimoniatus  or  aperitivus  of  Stahl  is  prepared. 

The  robs  are  too  numerous  :  we  may  mention  the  roob  for-^ 
bi  aucuparix,  as  an  ufeful  diuretic  and  refrigerant,  in  the 
pinion  of  Dr,  Selle  :  '  as  they  have  few  mulberries,'  they 
employ  the  roob  vitis  Idex.  The  falts  fcarcely  afford  any 
fubje6t  of  remark  :  our  author  is  miftaken  in  thinking  the  fal. 
polycreft  the  fame  as  the  vitriolated  tartar ;  its  acid  is  phlor 
gillicated.  Under  the  article  of  fpecies,  we  find  many  pow- 
ders which  with  us  are  kept  in  the  form  of  dried  herbs,  par- 
ticularly for  the  purpofe  of  glyfters  of  different  kinds.  There 
is  even  a  fpecies  aromaticse  pro  cucuphis.  The  fweet  fpirit 
of  nitre  and  of  fait  are  prepared  by  feparating  each  acid  from 
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the  liiks  "with  the  addition  of  manganefe,  by  oil  of  vitriol, 
prcvioully  mixed  with  the  fpirit.  It  is  a  new  method,  on 
which  we  can  fcarcely  give  an  opinion  without  experience, 
and  experience  we  have  yet  none.  The  juices,  and  the  infpif- 
fated  juices,  are  prepared  with  great  care  and  accuracy.  The 
fyrups  are  lUll  numerous  in  Germany,  though  almoil  wholly 
rejeded  in  England.  It  is  not  indeed  cafy  to  give  any  ufeful 
medicine  to  advantage  in  this  form,  though  fometimes,  cfpe- 
cially  in  children's  complaints,  the  addition  of  tindlures  to 
common  fyrup,  the  ufual  fuccedanea,  may  prove  injurious 
from  their  llimulating  quality.  In  general,  the  dofes  are  too 
inconliderable  to  be  dangerous  in  this  view.  Thetheriaca  offi- 
cinalis is  neither  an  agreeable  i.ior  an  elFicacious  medicine :  it 
is  compofed  of  juniper-berries,  myrrh,  ariiloJochia,  angelica, 
^n(X  helenium,  with  the  fyi-up  of  diacodium. 

There  are  a  great  variety  of  tin£lures.  We  may  particular- 
ly mention  the  tin£lura  antimonii  nigra,  as  it  is  highly  com- 
memled  for  all  the  virtues  of  antimony.  The  medicinal  re- 
gulus  oi  antimony  is  pounded,  when  warm ;  and  to  four 
ounces  of  the  powder,  fix  ounces  of  fixed  alkali  diflblved  in  eight 
ounces  of  water  are  added,  and  mixed  till  the  whole  acquires 
the  confluence  oi  a  poultice,  A  tindture  is  then  made  in  tlie 
ufual  way,  with  ten  ounces  of  fpirit  of  wine.  There  is  a 
tinctura  martis  pomata,  a  folution  of  ilcel  in  the  juice  of  ap- 
ples. Among  the  ointments  there  is  an  iinguentum  digitalis, 
and  an  unguentum  pediculorum  ;  but  it  is  not  compofed  of 
pedicuU,  or  particularly  ufeful  for  them  :  it  is  an  elegant  po- 
matum for  their  deflru£tion,  and  fliould  have  been  entitled  '  ad 
pediculos.' 

The  third  Part  is  -a  lift,  for  die  mo^  part  of  extemporane- 
ous prcfcriptions,  v/hich  different  praftitioners  will  adopt 
differently,  according  to  the  circumftances  in  which  they  uro. 
placed,  M.  Schlereth  does  not  adhere  llrictly  to  his  firfl  dif- 
tin£l:ion,5  for  many  of  thefe  formula;  are  in  common  ufe,  and 
generally  employed  in  this  form.  The  aqua  fortis  is  a  ihihing 
inftance.  We  fhall,  however,  make  Tome  remarks  on  a  fe^^'  of 
thefe  prcfcriptions  in  their  order. 

The  firft  prefcription  is  the  acetum  bezonrdicum,  fo  called 
becaufe  bezoar  was  once  a  component  part  of  it.:  we  know  it, 
wfually,  by  the  name  of  thieves  vinegar ;  but  in  every  re- 
cipe the  ingredients  are  in  fomc  meafure  alte^rcd.  The  ace- 
tum odoratum,  which  conliils  of  the  radical  vi:ieg^ar,  with  nu- 
merous effential  oils  of  the  aromatic  kind,  appears  to  be  a 
pleafing  and  ufeful  medicine.  The  preparation  of  the  gelatina 
icornu  cervi  acida  we  (hall  defcribe.  Six  ounces  of  {having^ 
iftf  Ja^rtllioru  are  boijed  in  tix  pints  of  water  to  one  pint.     It 
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is  flrained  with  preflare  while  warm,  and  to  it  are  added  four 
ounces  of  fyrup  of  vinegar.  It  is  probably  a  gentle  and  aii 
tifeful  kind  of  diet  in  fevers,  and  perhaps  in  he£Hc5.  There 
is  a  preparation  called  mel  vermium  majalium.  It  is  the  body 
of  meloe  majalis,  of  which  the  head  is  cut  off,  prefcrving  the 
oily  fubilance  that  flows  from  the  head,  which  is  thrown  away. 
About  45  or  50  of  thefe  animals  are  covered  with  a  pound  of 
honey,  and  fulFered  to  dilTolve  in  it. 

The  olea  infufa  et  cocl:a  are  obfolete  in  our  difpenfatories : 
with  the  rieceffary  degree  of  heat,  they  foon  grow  rancid  ; 
and,  as  pur  author  obferves,  for  glyfters,  the  infufion  of  the 
plant  is  preferable  5  for  internal  ufe,  the  eflential  oil  in  olive 
oil ;  and  for  external  ufe  the  eflential  oil,  with  axunge.  They 
ate  generally  made  by  boiling  different  plants  in  oil.  To  make 
the  oil  of  eggs,  the  eggs  are  boiled  hard,  and  the  yolks  fepa- 
rated  are  then  roafled,  till  a  little  faity  oil  appears  :  they  arc 
afterwards  preffed ;  but  the  oil  is  only  ufed  as  a  demulcent. 
The^pulvis  nutricum  feu  galaftopoeus  is  compofed  of  an  ounce 
of  magnefia ;  orange-peel  and  fennel-feed,  of  each  two 
drachms. 

"We  need  not  add  any  extenfive  commendation  of  the  au- 
thor :  our  article  has  already  exceeded  its  propeir  bounds ;  and 
perhaps  we  fliall  not  fay  too  much,  if  we  add,  that,  thougli 
hot  faultlefs,  this  iS  by  much  the  beft  Difpenfatory  that  we 
have  feen. 


Lcttrcs  fur  divers  Endrolts  de  VEurcpey  de  V-Jficy  i^  de  V A- 
friqucy  penouras  en  1 788  ^  17^95  par  Alexandre  BiifanL 
Londres.     Jefferjr.  I79i«     ^vo,, 

THIS  lively  and  entertaining  author  *  ri'.ns\  from  Fakrmo 
'  to  Agrigentum,  Malta,  Cimoli,  and  Salomca.  He  re- 
turns by  the  weftern  fide  of  the  Archipelago,  flops  fome  tirtie 
at  ^//>r«".^,  and  from  thence  proceeds  to  Smyrna  and  ConJ}nntino' 
pie  through  the  Dardanelles.  In  his  fubfequent  travels,  he 
turns  wellward  to  Gibraltar,  croffes  over  to  Tunis  and  to 
Carthage ;  from,  thence  he  vifits  Toulcn,  Marfeilles,  Leg- 
horn, and  Sardinia.  His  thief  refidences  we  have  diftinguilh- 
ed  by  Italics  ;' and  of  the  other  places  mentioned,  his  ac- 
counts muil  of  courfe  be  more  fuperficial :  indeed  a  journey 
of  this  extent,  defcribc^d  within  the  compafs  of  249  pages, 
caapnot  in  any  part  be  very  full.  Our  author  is  feldom  ledi- 
Ous  :  his  remarks  are  fom.etimes  new,  and  often  interefting. 
The  naivete  of  his  manner  kfeeps  the  attention  alive  •,  but  his 
fenfibility,  fometimes  feemingly  affe61;ed,  and  too  much  in  the 
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manner  of  the  French  travellers,  frequentlj' difpleafes.  The 
bed  proof  of  his  merit,  however,  is,  that  v/c  have  put  dowii  his 
JLetters  with  regret,  and  returned  to  them  with  pleafure. 

As  we  have  pafled  over  this  ground,  with  many  difFerent 
authors,  and  often  thofe  whofe  opportunities  were  mp-e  adr 
vantageous,  and  who  feem  to  have  been  lefs  rapid  in  their 
progrefs,  it  will  be  ufelefs  to  follow  Mr.  Bafani  minutely. 
We  fhall  add,  in  our  own  language,  fome  of  his  obferva- 
tions,  whicli  ^re  either  lefs  generally  known,  or  where  his 
manner  gives  the  lively  zeil  of  novelty  to  what  has  been  for- 
inerly  noticed.  We  cannot  find  a  better  fpecimen  of  the  lux- 
uriance of  his  defcriptions  than  from  that  of  the  public  walks 
near  Palermo,  called  the  Flora. 

*Whatf]iallI  fay  to  you  of  the  Flora?  Its  name  lays  enough, 
but  not  every  thing  :  it  is  a  garcken  fituated  at  a  little  diilance 
ifrom  the  city,  on  the  Tea-coall,  where  the  enchantments  of 
Armida  are  almo'ft  realifed  ;  for  at  the  firft  entrance  every 
gloomy  thought  vanjfhes.  On  this  fide  are  groves  of  orange 
trees,  which  exhale  a  moft  delicious  perfume-';  on' ^that,  bowers 
which  the  fun  never  penetrates,  and  jafmines  inviting  you  to 
repofe  under  thpir  {hade,  to  indulge  the  moft  lively  reflections 
or  that  Ibfter  melancholy  which  is  often  flill  more  intereilinsT* 
In  other  parts,  there  are  cafcades  and  ponds,  where  the  golden 
fifh,  which  luxury  has  borught  from  the  new  world,  difplay 
their  brilliant  colours.  The  noife  of  the  waters,  the  amorous 
fongs  of  the  birds,  the  variety  of  flowers,  whofe  odours  Zephyr 
wafts  far  around,  and  the  nymphs  which  adorn  thefe  charm- 
ing fcenes,  fills  every  breath  of  air  with  voluptuoufnefs.'  All 
this  is  a  poetical  rhapfody;  and  there  are  manypaflages  in  it 
where  the  aflecled  exaggeration  deftroys  every  fpecies  of  re- 
feipblance.  The  defcription  of  the  harbour  of  Conftantino- 
ple  is  coloured  in  a  more  fober  ftyle. 

*  There  is  nothing  fo  beautiful  as  the  canal  of  Conftanti- 
nople  :  it  feparates  Europe  from  Afia,  and  is  not  more  than 
two  miles  wide  in  its  greateft  extent.  The  two  continents 
prefent,  at  different  times,  the  moft  pidturefque  profpe(2:s. 
About  three  miles  from  Coitftantinople,  near  Belci  Tafci, 
where  the  grand  feignor  has  a  villa,  the  point  of  view  is  de- 
lightful. Conitantinople,  Pera,  and  Scutari,  ofler  to  tlie  eye 
a  vafl  amphitheatre^  which  feems  to  inclofe  the  Bofphorus. 
In  pi"6portiori  as  you  recede  from  Conftantinople,  the  perfpec- 
tive,s  vary,  become  more  agreeable  and  interefting ;  fome- 
times  villages,  at  others  vallies  cloathed  with  gloomy  forefts, 
and  hills  planted  with  limes,  aflies,  poplars,  and  plantains, 
which  hide  their  fummits  in  the  clouds,  and  feem  to  invite 
ikit  weary  traveller  to  repofe  under  their  eternal  fhades.  Some- 
'  times 
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times  Nature  feems  to  have  forgotten  herfclf,  and  is  on  the 
point  of  producing  horrors  >  but  they  are  liorrors  which  (he 
alone  knows  how  to  render  pleafing.  In  this  place  you  fee 
mountains  approaching,  and  almoit  uniting  to  obftrucl  the 
paflage,  in  that  they  feparate  to  admit  you  ;  and  this  illufion 
continues  to  the  moment  that  you  enter  the  Euxine,  when 
the  charm  ceafes,  and  every  thing  is  regular.' 

Our  author  defcribes  the  Greeks  feemingly  in  their  genuine 
colours.  The  little  hungry  Greek,  '  Grxculus  efuriens'  of 
Juvenal,  is  IHli  a  flatterer,  and  (IIH  deceitful.  But  his  defcrp- 
tion  of  the  manners  of  the  different  nations,  from  the  34tli 
Letter,  is  worth  preferving :  *  We  are  ilruck  with  the  influ- 
ence which  government  and  religion  have  on  the  chara6ters 
of  thofe  who  live  in  the  fame  climate.  The  Turk  is  ferious, 
grave,  courageous,  and  has  ao  air  of  confidence  :  he  is  attach- 
ed to  his  favourite  tenet  of  predeftination,  fpeaks  little,  and 
fcarcely  ever  laughs :  he  is  humane  when  not  provoked,  ho- 
Tidl  in  commerce,  but  fufpicious.  The  Greek  is  afraid  of  the 
Turk,  detefls  and  flatters  him  :  he  is  dextrous,  infmuating, 
cunning,  full  of  diflimulation,  and  has  preferved  in  commerce 
the  *  faith  of  a  Grecian,'  which  is  become  proverbial :  he  is 
fophiftical,  talkative,  fecial,  hofpitable,  reftlefs,  led  away  by 
dancing  or  (hows. 

*  The  Jews  are  more  fervile  and  fubmifTn^  to  the  Turks 
than  the  Greeks,  for  they  are  treated  with  more  fcverity : 
they  have  genius  and  eloquence ;  but  It  is  the  genius  of  ufury, 
which  they  inherit  from  their  fathers,  and  the  eloquence  arif- 
ing  from  a  defire  of  gain.  Being  often  called  rogues,  they  no 
longer  blufli  at  the  term.  They  are  the  brokers  of  the  Franks 
and  the  Turks  :  they  are  acftive,  benevolent  to  each  other,  and 
their  efteem  for  their  brethren  is  in  proportion  to  the  con- 
tempt of  the  reft  of  mankind  :  they  complain  bitterly  of  this 
contempt,  and  fay  that  the  Chriftian  and  Mahometan  religions 
delight  to  tear  the  womb  that  gave  them  birth.  They  form 
a  confiderable  part  of  the  population  of  the  Mahometan  coun- 
tries, and  are  aftonifhed  at  the  Indiff'erence  with  which  the 
Turks  fee  them  multiply  and  profper,  without  thinking  of  the 
vexations  they  may  occafion,  when  become  more  powerful. 
The  modern  Jews  have  not  degenerated  from  their  anceftors ; 
for  Tacitus,  fpeakmg  of  this  race,  obferves,  they  are  obftlnate- 
Jy  attached  to  their  religion,  ready  to  pity  each  other,  but  ho- 
ftilely  inveterate  againft  the  reft  of  the  world. 

*  The  Armenians  are  a£l:ive,  fober,  frugal,  and  laborious  :  in 
general  they  are  very  honeft,  and  richer  than  the  Greeks,  for 
they  have  all  the  interior  commerce  of  the  Levant.' 

The  account  of  the  knights  of  Malta  is,  in  feme  refpefbs, 

new. 
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new.  M.  BaCiui  thinks  that  the  order,  already  become  poor, 
uill  be  more  fo,  and  at  lafl  fmk.  Their  only  ftep,  in  his  opi- 
nion, is  again  to  offer  to  clear  the  fea  of  the  pirates  of  Tunis 
and  Algiers.  They  may  then  again  become  powerful,  and 
the  iaiUng  of  their  galiies  no  longer,  as  at  this  time,  excite  a 
fmile. 

The  miferable  (late  of  Greece  is  well  known  ;  l>i-Iars  and 
thorns  cover  the  fpots  where  Demoflhcnes  harangued  and 
Plato  taught.  The  only  pleafing  trait  in  the  ftate  of  fociety 
which  this  country  prefents,  is  the  mutual  toleration  of  diffe- 
rent religions.  The  Jew,  the  Turk,  the  Greeks,  the  Arme- 
nian, and  the  Catholic,  meet  at  Smyrna,  *  to  deceive  each 
other,  it  is  true,  but  with  a  toleration  ftill  more  wonderful,  as 
their  religions  are  not  calculated  to  infpire  it.'  Does  com- 
merce then,  which  expands  tlie  heart,  only  diftate  toleration 
for  the  fake  of  gaining  by  forbearance  ?  We  fufpe61:  that  Ihc 
muil  fometimes  pletid  guilty ;  but  from  this  fchool  a  more 
laudable  liberality  is  alfo  learnt ;  and  whatever  may  be  the 
fource,  the  river  is  not  always  corrupted. 

We  fliall  conclude  our  article  with  an  extra<El  of  a  different 
kind  ;  fome  anecdotes  of  the  famous  Count  de  Bonneval,  who 
was  undoubtedly  mad.  By  a  feries  of  misfortunes,  he  was 
compelled  to  embrace  the  Roman  catholic  religion,  though  lie 
had  the  addrefs  to  avoid  the  painful  rite  of  circumcifion. 
*  He  never  went  to  prayer,  not  even  on  a  Friday,  but  had 
every  day  with  him  an  iman,  whom  he  pleafantly  called  hi* 
almoner.  He  fometimes  dined  at  the  ambaflador's,  where  he 
ate  and  drank  without  any  exception  :  while  at  his  own  houfe, 
he  neither  ate  pork  nor  drank  wine,  and  obferved  moil  religi- 
oufly  the  Ramazan  :  he  had  a  French  cook;  and  every  Frank 
who  wifhed  to  dine  with  him,  had  only  to  fay  pilau^  and-a 
cover  extraordinary  was  placed  for  him. 

*  In  his  eating-parlour  was  a  great  number  of  birds,  and 
among  them  many  parroquets.  When  the  gueits  began  to 
talk,  thefe  birds  fcreamed,  and  the  parroquets  added  their  hoT.» 
rible  notes,  which  confounded  every  one  ;  and  this  harmoni- 
ous muiic  highly  pleafed  the  count.  After  dinner  was  over, 
a  large  difh  was  brought,  filled  with  the  fragments  of  the  feaft. 
The  cats  of  the  neighbourhood,  wliich  amounted  to  more  than 
3C0,  affembled  on  a  fign  given,  to  whom  he  threw  tlie  re- 
mains of  the  food  ;  and  in  the  combat  occafioncd  by  it,  high- 
ly amufed  the  count,  though  tliey  almoft  killed  each  other. 
Among  them  was  a  little  white  one,  very  dirty  and  difgulling, 
>vhich  was  honoured  with  the  name  of  the  king's  fon. 

*  This  extraordinary  man  had  no  v/omen  in  his  houfe  j  and 
lie  >y4S  always  iingin^  tlic  fong  — "  Let  us  enjoy  die  prefen^- ; 
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the  future  is  for  fools."  Ambition  was  his  fault*,  and  led  him. 
into  errors  which  he  could  never  correct.  One  day,  during  a 
foiig  at  the  ambalTador*s,  he  was  feen  to  weep.  As  early  ha- 
bits and  ideas  recur  in  old  age,  wlien  we  are  no  longer  en- 
gaged by  the  prefent,  he  began,  at  lafli,  to  be  weary  of  his 
flate,  to  regret  his  country  and  religion.  He  wrote  to  his 
friends  to  folicit  his  pardon :  means  were  concerted  for  his 
cfcape  ;  and  the  pope  was  already  prepared  to  receive  this  pro- 
digal fon,  who  had,  from  necellity  onlv,  abjured  his  religion, 
FdtCy  which  always  oppofcs  the  "julfc  dcfives  of  unhappy  mortals^ 
did  not  permit  him  to  enjoy  fo  much  happinefs ;  for  the  gout 
attacked  his  bread,  and  he  died,  A  prieft  was  introduced  in 
difguife  to  afTiR  him  ;  but  he  was  dilcovered,  and  the  Turks 
drove  him  from  the  chamber.  He  died  in  a  kind  of  extacy, 
faying,  '  wheii  tlic  hogs  have  efcaj^ed,  the  door  mufl  be  fliut  j* 
which  Oiews,  fays  our  auriior,  that  his  thoughts  M'ere  Chrif- 
tian,  for  the  Turks  hate  this  animal.  He  was  a  pacha  of  two 
tails,  and  had  a  pcnfion  of  12,000  piaftres.* 
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"V^  Portal  publrfhed,  in  1774,  an  account  of  the  beft  me- 
•^  •  thod  of  managing  perfons  affefted  by  mephytic  vapours. 
This  fubjecl  has  occupied  the  attention  of  many  philofophers 
iince  that  time,  and  the  changes  produced  in  the  body  are  at 
prefent  much  better  underllood.  M.  Portal's  fecoiid  memoir^ 
which  is  the  next  in  order  to  be  noticed,  gives  fome  account 
of  _his  OMm  experiments  and  thofe  of  other  enquirers.  One  of 
the  moft  obvious  changes  in  the  fyflem  is  an  increafe  of  the 
volume  of  the  blood,  and  a  confiderabie  degree  of  fluidity  in 
it.  Phyfiologiils  well  know  that  the  fmallell  quantity  of  air  in- 
troduced into  the  circulatory  fyilem  produces  agonies,  convul- 
fronvS,  and  death  ;  our  author  therefore  thinks  it  probable  that 
the  evolution  of  air  would  have  the  fame  effect:.  We  fliould 
confjder  it  in  another  light ;  and,  as  there  is  fufficient  evidence 
that  the  blood  in  the  veliels  isTubjecl  to  preflure,  from  the  re- 
action of  the  mufcular  coat,  it  is  more  probable  that  the  im- 
mediate effeO  of  the  noxious  vapour  is  to  induce  an  atomy, 
and  confequently  a  diftention  of  the  arteries  and  veins :  the 
fluidity  of  the  blood  may  be  owing  to  the  fame  caufe.  M. 
Troia  thought  that  he  faw  the  bronchi^e.torn  in  different  pairts, 
but  he  feems  to  have  been  impofcd  on  by  the  ecchymofes,  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  fluidity  pf  the  blood.  M.  Portal  has  fliown, 
very  fatisfa6torIly,  that  the  air  afted  on  animals  through 
the  medium  of  the  lungs;  and  he  found  that  the  irritability  of 
the  heart  of  a  frog  continued  longp  when  the  head  was  fepa- 
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rated,  than  in  another  wliich  war.  put,  unhurt,  into  the  me- 
phitic  vapour.  Tinccure  ©f  opium  too,  applied  to  the  heart 
of  a  frog,  whofe  head  was  cut  olT,  had  IcCs  cfFecft  on  its  irrita- 
bility than  on  that  of  the  heart  of  an  uninjured  animal  j  a  proof 
that  fome  part  of  its  power,  at  leall,  is  exerted  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  conamon  fenfory.  Mephitic  vapours  fcem  to  acl 
more  immediately  on  the  nerves  of  the  part,  though  it  is  doubt- 
ful whether  their  aciion  is  not  in  fome  ilegrce  exerted  through 
the  medium  of  the  brain.  Thunder  has  the  lame  cd'ecls  on 
the  body  as  thcfe  vapours,  and  in  both  inltances  there  is  often 
a  confidcrabie  heat  remaining  in  the  body  for  twenty- four 
hours.  The  death  from  this  caufe  is  eafy  and  tranquil.  Ani- 
mals do  not  ftruggle  to  get  out  of  the  vefTel,  and  birds  often 
fmg  the  moment  before  they  fall  from  the  perch.  Men,  who 
have  recovered  from  the  effed^s  of  vapours,  complain  of  hav- 
ing felt  only  a  flight  pain  in  the  head. — The  remedies  are  to 
axpofe  the  body  to  a  free  current  of  air ;  to  throw  cold  v/ater 
on  it,  '  in  order  to  condenfe  the  rarefied  air,'  more  probably 
to  add  fome  degree  of  tone  to  the  fibres;  to  give  by  the  mouth, 
or  by  glyfter,  water  acidulated  with  vinegar  ;  to  excite  the  feii- 
libility  of  the  nerves,  and  rellore  the  irritability  of  the  heart ; 
and  to  bleed  occafionally,  to  take  off  from  the  too  great  dif- 
tention  of  the  velTels.  If  thefe  means  do  not  fucceed,  frelh 
air  is  to  be  thrown  into  the  mouth,  nofe,  and  lungs. 

A'l.  Sage's  *  analyfis  of  a  new  fpecies  of  mineral,  an  earthy 
nntimonial  calx,  of  a  clear  yellow,  fpotted  with  a  martial  blue, 
from  Siberia,'  offers  nothing  very  interefting :  the  blue  is  en- 
tirely foluble  in  the  nitrous  acid,  andconfequently  differs  from 
Pruflian  blue  :  it  produces  alfo  volatile  alkali  by  diilillation,  fo 
that  this  menilruum  has  no  effect  on  it. 

M.  de  la  Place's  memoir  on  the  theory  of  Saturn's  ring  is 
totally  incapable  of  abridgment.  This  author  feems  to  think 
that  Air.  Short's  obfervations  fliow^  the  ring  to  be  probably 
compofed  of  many  different  rings ^n  the  fame  plane.  The  ob- 
jc£l  of  the  prefent  effay  is  to  explain  the  figure  of  the  ring 
from,  gravity  alone,  and  he  concludes,  that  the  different  rings 
which  furround  Saturn,  are  irregular  folids  of  an  unequal  fizc 
in  the  different  points  of  their  circumference,  fo  that  tlieir 
centers  of  gravity  Jo  not  coincide  with  their  centers  of  figure. 
Thefe  centers  of  gravity  may  be-confidered  as  (o  many  fatel- 
lites,  which  move  round  the  cen^r  of  Saturn,  at  diilances  de- 
pending on  the  inequality  of  the  parts  of  each  ring,  and  with 
^Icrities  equal  to  thofe  of  their  refpecjive  rings. 

The  fecular  variation  of  the  orbits  of  the  plancts^can  only 
be  afcertained  by  a  long  fucceffion  of  obfervations,  niade  with 
accuracy  and  even  rigou'",  continued  for.  many  centuries,  but 
oi  this  kind  we  have  few  to  be  depended'  on  till  within  tlie  laft 
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hundred  years.  When  we  are  In  poireiTioii  of  a  more  exten- 
five  ferics,  we  may  eflimate  the  luccellive  changes  of  the  foliar 
fyftem,  and  even  forttel  the  future  ones.  We  can,  at  prefent* 
obferves  M.  de  la  Place  in  his  memoir  on  this  fubjecSl:,  only 
deduce,  by  means  of  analyfis,  all  the  refults  that  can  follow  in 
the  prcfent  itate  of  our  knowledge.  Two  of  thefe,  refpecling 
the  fecular  variation  of  the  planets,  are  very  interefling  *,  one 
is  the  uniformity  of  the  celeilial  motions,  the  other  the  {labi- 
lity of  the  planetary  fyftem.  The  firll  of  thefe  refults  our  au- 
thor formerly  obtained  by  approximation,  and  it  was  afterwards 
more  (Iriftly  demonftrated  by  M.  de  la  Grange.  The  ine- 
qualities in  the  motion  of  Jupiter  and  Saturn,  inilead  of  weak- 
ening, contributed  to  the  fupport  of  this  fyftem.  With  re- 
fpedb  to  the  fecond,  M.  de  la  Place  ftiowed,  in  the  Memoirs 
for  1784,  that  from  the  planets  revolving  in  orbits  almoft  cir- 
cular, with  little  inclination  to  each  other,  the  excentricities 
coiviJ  never  be  very  great,  and  the  whole  muft  revolve  round 
a.  common  center,  from  which  it  is  at  no  time  very  diftant.  It 
is  this  fubjecl:  which  he,  in  this  fecond  aftronomical  memoir, 
endeavours  farther  to  illuftrate. 

M.  de  Fourcroy's  memoir  '  on  the  nature  of  lithargyrated 
wine,  cr  wine  injured  by  lead,  with  fome  new  methods  of 
liifcovering  the  impregnation,*  contains  many  very  valuable 
chemical  fa£ls.  We  can  only  give  the  outline.  After  ob- 
ferving  tliat  the  livers  of  fulphur  and  the  fmoaking  liquor  of 
Eoylc  were  very  infufticient,  in  ev^ry  inftance,  to  difcover  the 
metal,  he  proceeds  to  examine  the  ftate  in  which  the  metal  is 
diftblvcd.  The  calx  of  lead,  when  litharge  is  ufed,  is  com-, 
bined  with  the  tartarous  acid,  but  this  is  precipitated  and  dif- 
folved  only  by  an  excefs  of  acetous  acid.  It  is  therefore  in  the 
form  of  a  triple  fait,  with  two  acid  bafes.  The  beft  reagents 
arc  oil  of  vitriol  or  acid  of  woodforrel :  they  throw  down  the 
lead,  in  a  watery  folution,  of  a  white  colour  j  in  wines,  of  a 
brown  or  reddiih  hue ;  but  the  diftindion  is,  that  thefe  falts, 
by  the  blow-pipe  alone,  may  be  reduced  to  the  metallic  ftate. 
The  hepatic  gas,  without  any  farther  procefs,  is  a  certain  me- 
thod of  difcovering  the  lead.  It  may  be  diftblved  in  diftilled 
water  by  means  of  Nooth's  apparatus  ;  or  a  fulphureous  mine- 
ral water,  like  that  at  Harrowgate,  may  be  employed.  The 
depofition  is  of  a  blackifti  bi^own,  and  fo  tender  is  the  reagent, 
that  000.10,  or  even  000.100  of  the  metallic  fait  may  be  dif- 
covered.  In  general,  the  red  wines  may  be  diluted  fo  as  to 
deftroy  the  colour,  and  the  lead  ftill  difcovered  :.  on  pure  wines 
it  has  no  effect. 

The  fame  author  purfues  his  defcrlption  of  the  mucous 
capfu\cs  of  the  tendons,  by  defcribing  thofe  that  furround  the 
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aitlcubtion  of  the  knee  ;  tliofe  of  the  tendons  fituated  near 
the  articulation  of  the  foot  with  the  leg,  and  between  the 
bones  of  the  feet.     This  fubje<2:  is  now  concluded. 

M.  le  Gendrc's  memoir,  on  the  integration  of  fome  equa- 
tions with  partial  differences,  follows ;  and  the  fame  author  has 
added  a  memoir  on  fome  trigonometrical  operations,  with  the 
refult  of  which  the  figure  of  the  earth  is  connefted.    The  for- 
mer is  wholly  incapable  of  abridgment,  and  of  the  latter  we 
can  only  point  out  the  object.     While  aftronomical  Inflru- 
ments  are  become  fo  exa£t,  that,  with  the  entire  circle,  each 
angle  of  a  triangle  can  be  afcertained  within  two  feconds,  it  is 
neceflary  that  the  calculation  on  thefe  data  Ihould  not  be  Icfs 
exa£l :  their  redu£lion  to  the  horizon,  which  often  amounts 
to  fome  feconds,  (hould  be  particularly  accounted  for,   and 
from  thence  triangles,  very  minutely  curved,  arife,  which  re- 
quire fome  pecuUar  rules.     In  confidering  them  as  redtilineal, 
we  (hould  neglecl  the  little  excefs  of  the  fum  of  the  angles 
above  180  degrees;  and,  if  they  are  confidered  as  fpherical, 
the  fides  will  be  changed  into  very  fmall  arcs,  the  calculation 
of  which  would  be  neither  exa6l  nor  convenient,  according  to 
the  ufual  tables.     This  memoir  therefore  contains  the  necef- 
fiiry  formulae  for  the  reduction  and  calculation  of  thefe  fort  of 
triangles,  fo  far  as  the  pofition  of  different  points  of  a  chain  of 
triangles  on  the  furface  of  a  fphaeroid  is  concerned.     At  pre- 
fent  thefe  pofitions  are  determined  by  means  of  perpendiculars 
to  the  meridian ;  but,  when  the  diftances  are  a  little  greater 
than  ufual,  the  errors  will  probably  be  multiplied.     Our  au-. 
thor  prefers  approximating  each  point,  by  the  pofition  of  an- 
other point,  already  determined  on  the  fame  triangle.    In  this 
way  he  has,  he  thinks,  completely  folved  the  problem,  what- 
ever be  the  diftance  of  the  two  points  whofe  refpe£l:ive  pofi- 
tions are  to  be  determined.     The  formulae  are  applied  to  the 
chain  of  triangles  formed  on  the  coafts  of  France  and  Eng- 
land. 

M.  Pingre's  obfervations  on  the  eclipfe  of  the  fun  on  the 
15th  of  June  1787,  at  St.  Genevieve,  follows. 

M.  Fouchy's  refearches  *  on  the  date  of  the  application 
of  telefcopes  to  inftruments,  on  the  time  when  philofophers 
have  begun  to  obferve,  by  means  of  thefe  telefcopes,  the  pla- 
nets and  principal  ftars  in  the  d^y-time,  and  on  the  author 
of  this  difcovery,'  are  in  fome  refpefts  curious.  The  tele- 
fcope  feems  to  have  been  employed  firft,  in  this  way,  by  M, 
Morin,  previous  to  1634,  for  it  is  mentioned  in  the  celebrated 
conference  on  this  fubje£l:,  in  that  year,  by  the  commiflaries 
named  by  the  duke  de  Richelieu,  about  twenty-five  years  after 
the  firft  invention  of  the  telefcope.  The  method  was  greatly 
improved  by  M.  Auzout,  about  the  year  1667.    M.  Morin 
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feems  to  nave  been  a  man  oF  genius,  but  ftrangely  eccentric^ 
whimfical,  and  enthufiaftical.  His  fci'snce  of  longitudes,  ill 
v.*hich  his  invention  is  raentioiied,  is  a  work  of  curiofity.  A 
letter  from  Picard  to  Heveiius,  connc£led  with  this  fubjc£l,  ii 
fubjoined  :  Picard  claimed  the  honour  of  the  invention. 

M.  Gentil's  memoir  on  binocular  telefcopes  we  have  al» 
ready  mentioned.  *  His  V^oyage  to  the  Wcitern  Coalts  of 
France/  was  to  obferv-e,  with  the  afhflance  of  this  initrument, 
the  pailage  of  Mercury  over  the  fun. 

I^I.  Fougcroux  de  Bondaroy  has  communicated  a  curious 
memoir  on  the  fufion  of  diflerent  vitrihable  fubftances,  and 
particularly  on  a  glafs,  known  by  the  name  of  Virgil's  mir- 
ror. The  firft  obje6l  was  to  difcover  whether  the  expence  o£ 
fuel  and  time  might  not  be  fiived,  by  employing  fubilances 
that  had  been  already  vitified  by  volcanos.  A  great  variety 
was  tried  \  but  it  was  found  almoft  impoflible  to  free  them 
from  their  fulphur,  and  the  glafs  was  harfh,  and  not  capable 
of  beinq  worked  even  into  wine  bottles.  To  produce  a  glafs 
of  a  tolerable  quality,  the  operations  mud  be  often  repeated ; 
and  the  confumption  of  time  and  fuel  was  confiderable. 
Vir'^il's  rnirror  is  a  very  fingiilar  objett :  it  is  preferved  ill 
the  monaflery  of  St.  Denis,  and  is  a  tranfparent  fubftance, 
of  an  oval  form,  about  fourteen  inches  in  its  longeft  dia^ 
meter,  twelve  in  its  fmallell  ;  about  an  inch  thick,  poHfhed 
on  both  fides,  of  a  greeniih-yellow  colour,  reflefting  the  light 
if  placed  on  a  black  body,  very  brittle,  and  eafily  fcratched 
with  a  diamond  :  the  cubic  inch  weighs  1 660  grains  •,  and  it 
appears,  on  a  minute  examination,  to  be  a  melted  glafs  ren- 
dered heavy  and  compact  by  a  calx  of  lead.  It  cannot  be  of 
the  a<'e  of  Virgil ;  and  our  author  fuppofes,  that,  in  the  Italian 
wars,  it  may  have  been  brought  from  Naples,  and  its  name 
crlven  from  that  circumflance,  or  from  the  deceit  of  the  per- 
fon  who  fold  it.  The  antiquity  of  this  piece  of  glafs  is  confi- 
derable, and  fliows  that  the  means  of  rendering  glafs  more 
denfe  by  metallic  calces  was  well  known  long  fince.  It  was 
indeed  an  obvious  method  ;  but  to  difcliarge  the  (lain,  by 
manganefe,  is  a  comparatively  modern  improvement.  In  fa£l:, 
it  feems  to  have  been  a  m.agical  glafs,  in  which  the  aftrologer 
ufed  to  (hew  his  deluded  dupe  future  events ;  and,  among  the 
merits  of  Virgil,  it  is  not  generally  known  that,  in  the  middle 
ages,  he  was  confidered  as  a  very  able  magician,  and  the  au- 
thor of  fome  very  fingular  works.  This  glafs,  by  the  carelef- 
nefs  of  a  monk,  is  now  broken,  and  its  fubltance  has  been 
'<tfcevtained  by  an  exaft  chemical  analyfis. 

In  our  former  volumes,  we  have  noticed  M.  Coulomb's 
Memoirs  on  Eledricity.    The  5th  volume  is  before  us  5  and 
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its  fubjott  is  '  the  manner  in  which  die  electric  fluid  is 
dlflnbutcd  bet\X'een  two  cohduftors  in  contaft,  and  the 
dillribution  of  this  fluid  oil  different  parts  of  the  furface 
of  thefe  bodies.'  The  lalt  memoir  'Vvas  defigncd  to  fhow 
the  equal  diftribUtion  of  the  eledric  fluids  as  well  as  its  expan- 
iion  on  the  furface  of  bodies,  without  penetratiilg  their  inter- 
nal parts.  Thefe  bodies  mull  be  of  courfe  conductors,  and  in 
the  former  memoir  they  were  confidered  as  of  equal  diameter  5 
blit^  at  prefent,  the  dillribution  of  the  fluid  is  examined  in 
unequal  bodies  of  the  fame  or  difi^^rent  fifijures,  if  put  in  con- 
tad:  ;  and  M.  Coulomb  examines  alio  the  deniity  of  the  fluid 
in  different  points  of  the  furface  of  each  body  •,  a  denfity  which 
varies  in  every  point,  according  to  the  figure  of  the  body. 
The  cle<Slrical  atmofpherc,  he  finds,  extends  but  a  very  little 
way,  and  is  eafily  confined.  It  is  inlpolFible  to  abridge  our 
author's  formulae,  or  to  feparate  his  refults  from  their  algebrai* 
cal  language. 

M.  Desfontaine's  obfervations  on  the  irritability  of  thft 
fexual  organs  of  a  great  number  of  plants,  we  examined,  about 
the  time  when  they  were  firlt  read,  in  our  Foreign  Literary- 
Intelligence.  They  {how,  in  general,  a  confiderable  degree  o£ 
irritability  in  the  (lamina  and  piftils  of  a  great  number  of 
plants  :  tliough  the  obfervations  are  fo  minute,  that  it  is  im- 
poflible  to  give  an  abflra6l  of  them,  but  iu  an  extent  unfuit- 
able  to  our  limits. 

M.  Thouin*s  memoir  on  the  ufe  of  the  foil  of  the  broom  in 
the  cultivation  of  foreign  plants  and  fnrubs,  defei*ves  great  at- 
tention. One  of  the  principal  advantages  refulting  from  this 
difcovery  is,  he  tells  us,  *  that  of  naturalifing  a  great  number 
of  vegetables,  which  it  was  fuppofed  were  with  difficulty  to 
be  preferved  and  increafed,  and  confequently  dividing  with 
the  Englifh  a  confiderable  branch  of  commerce.'  The  heath 
or  broom  foil  {bruycre  fignifies  both,  in  Freiicli,  though  by  na- 
turaijlls  chiefly  confined  to  heath;  is  compofed  of  broom  and 
fand  and  the  decompofed  parts  of  the  vegetable,  of  which  the 
former  is  about  two  thirds :  it  is  black,  when  wet,  and  cineri- 
tious  in  its  dry  (late:  it  is  foft  to  the  couch,  oily/and  ligh* 
From  this  lightnefs,  and  perhaps  from  fonie  mixture  of  marl 
or  calcareous  earth  (for  our  author  allows  that  every  foil  of 
this  kind  is  not  equally  uf^ful),  its  beneficial  properties  are  de- 
rived. He  particularly  diretls  tlic  management  of  this  fub^ 
fiance  in  a  way  that  confirms  the  fufpicion  •,  for  it  is  to  be  put 
in  a  larger  quantity,  in  a  tough  clayey  foil,  and  in  a  lefs  pro- 
portion in  a  light  one.  When  added  by  accident,  inflead  of 
the  deftined  compoft  to  an  orange-tree,  in  ihifcing,  that  tree 
refiflcd  the  cold  better  than  the  others  :  this  proves  nothing. 
Our  author,  as  a  gardener,  ought  to  have  known,  that  the 
App.  Vol.  III.  New  Arr.  JM  m  light- 
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lighted  earth  will  always  beft  preferve  feeds  and  the  roots  of 
trees  from  cold,  juft  on  the  fame  principle  that  wool  preferve* 
the  heat.  All  clayey  foils^  on  this  foundation,  except  in  a  re- 
markably favDurabie  fituation,  are  called  cold.  The  heath 
mould  was  particularly  ufeful  to  all  tender  plants  on  this  prin- 
ciple, and  lefs  fo  to  the  fucculent  plants,  for  it  did  not  retain 
fuilicicnt  moiflure.  The  bulbous  plants,  particularly  thofe 
f;-om  the  fouth  of  Africa,  which,  in  general,,  like,  and  are  ufed 
to  a  light  foil,  flourillied  in  this  mould  with  remarkable  vi- 
gour. A  lid  of  the  plants,  to  which  it  feemed  particularly 
congenial,  is  added.  M.  Thouin's  A4emoir  is  undoubtedly  a 
curious  one  •,  but,  if  the  French  are  not  more  fcientific  in 
their  horticulture,  they  will  never  rival  the  Englidi.        f, 

M.  des  Fontaines  next  defcribcs  fome  fpecies  of  birds  which 
he  found  on  the  coalls  of  Barbary.  The  drd  of  thefe  is  the 
Otis  houbara,  or  rufTed  buz'/ard  of  Latham,  whofe  Englilli 
names  we  iliall  add,  when  the  birds  are  to  be  found  in  his 
fydem  ;  the  turdujj  flavus,  yellow  thruih  of  Latham  ;  turdus^ 
barbatus-,  tetrao  fylvaticus;  tctrao  fafciatus;  falco  coeruleus,  dif- 
ferent from  the  falco  ccerulefcens  of  Latham;  upupaclaudipes. 
We  fliali  fele(fi:,as  a  rpecimen,fome  account  of  the  manners  of  the 
iioubara :  —  *  Its  flight  is  heavy,  yet  rapid  :  when  it  foars  through 
the  air,  it  does  not  rife  to  a  great  height :  his  favourite  haunt 
is  in  the  middle  of  uncultivated  plains,  and  the  neighbourhood 
of  dtferts,  eithtfr  becaufe  it  finds  there  a  fuitable  food,  or  that 
its  manners,  which  are  naturally  favage,  lead  it  to  avoid  the 
habitations  of  men.  Its  eyes  are  very  quick,  and  the  fowkr 
can  fcarccly  ever  come  near  him.  A  great  number  are  fome- 
timcs  found  in  the  fame  didri£l,  but  tlicy  are  not  gregarious : 
they  generally  go  alone,  or  in  pairs,  and  feed  on  herbs,  grains, 
or  infecls.  'The  Arabs  hunt  them  with  a  falcon  •,  but  this, 
bird  cannot  take  them,  except  by  furprize,  on  the  ground. 
The  liunting  is  curious  ;  and  I  have  often  feen,  with  pleafure, 
the  addrefs  of  the  houbara  to  efcape  from  his  purfuer.  He 
runs  rapidly,  returning  in  the  fame  dire(2:ion  ;  it  feeks  for 
(•over  in  thickets,  goes  in  and  out  repeatedly  ;.  and,  when  he 
is  on  the  point  of  being  caught,  turns  on  its  back,  and  fights 
dcfperatcly  with  its  feet.  The  flefh  ss  good  for  food  ;  and 
the  bird  might  be  tamc^d  with  advantage,  and  become  an  ufe- 
ful inhabitant  of  the  poukry-yard.* 

M.  Monge's  memoir,  on  fome  effedts  of  apparent  attra^bion 
and  repulfion  between  the  particles  of  matter,  follows.  The 
general  theory  of  the  afcent  of  fluids  in  capillary  tubes,  whofe 
fides  are  capable  of  being  moidened,  and  their  feeming  defcent 
in  others  of  a  dlflerent  quality,  arc  not,  in  our  author's  opi- 
nion, to  be  attributed  either  to  attraction  or  repulfion,  but  ta 
preflure,  and  other  external  attractions,  which  have  not  been 
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particularly  examined.  We  can  fcle£t  only  our  author's  con- 
clufions  from  his  experiments,  which  he  has  claired  under 
three  laws:  i.  When  two  bodies,  cither  immerfcd  in  a  fluid, 
or  fwimming  on  its  furface,  and  placed  near  each  other,  are 
both  capable  of  being  wetted  by  the  liquid,  they  appear  to  at- 
tract each  other  reciprocally,  and  run  towards  each  other. 
2dly,  When  bodies  in  the  fame  fituation  are  each  incapable  of 
being  wetted,  they  feem  equally  to  attract  each, other.  Sdly, 
V/hen  one  is  capable  of  being  moiflened,  and  the  other  inca- 
pable, they  feem  to  repel  each  other.  Thefe  laws  are  to  be 
found  in  Mariotte's  Treatife ;  but  this  author  does  not  ex- 
plain them  properly.  M.  Monge  obferves,  that  there  is  no 
attraction  between  two  drops  of  water,  when  at  the  leaft  af- 
fignable  diftance  ;  that,  in  a  dry  time,  they  may  even  be  made 
to  (trike  againft.  and  to  repel  each  other.  Again  :  when  two 
globules,  not  wetted,  approach  each  ether,  it  is  not  in  confe- 
quence  of  any  attraftion,  but  of  a  preffure  foreign  to  them, 
the  prcfTure  of  the  fides  of  the  fluid,  which  they  difplace  :  the 
hollow  fuch  bodies  form  in  a  fluid,  is  very  evident.  The  rca^ 
fon  of  the  third  law,  from  the  fame  confideratioii,  is  fufhcient- 
ly  obvious.  The  whole  of  this  fubje6i  is  explained,  in  the 
Miemoir  before  us,  with  great  accuracy  and  propriety. 

M.  Le  Gentil's  memoir  *  on  tlie  precelTion  of  the  equi- 
noxes, and  the  obliquity  of  the  ecliptic,  drawn  from  the  ob- 
fervations  of  Hipparchus,'  is  very  curious.  The  precefTicn  of 
the  equinoxes,  as  fixed  by  Timocharis  and  Hipparchus  before 
the  Chriftian  aera,  could  not,  he  thinks,  be  fo  dilrerent  from 
that  afcertained  by  the  moderns,  from  the  fame  obfervations, 
if  there  was  a  mean  or  regular  motion.  It  has  been  fuppofed 
by  modern  aftronomers,  who  have  employed  the  obfervations 
of  Hipparchus,  that  the  motion  was  50"  or  51",  But  they 
have  refted  on  two  obfervations  only,  which  are  to  be  found 
in  no  other  author  except  Ptolemy.  Longomontanus,  em- 
ploying more  obfervations,  particularly  the  motions  of  the  fix- 
ed liars  in  longitude,  by  Hipparchus  Timocharis  and  Ptole- 
my, makes  it  49"  45%  or  a  degree  in  72  years  and  3  quarters. 
Our  author  con fiders  it  to  be  about  5"'  lefs  than  Longomon- 
tanus, and  gives,  at  fome  length,  his  m.ode  of  calculation,  as 
well  as  his  rcafons  for  confidering  the  method  employed  by 
M.  M,  de  la  Lande,  Caffini,  &c.  erroneous.  We  find  it  im- 
pofTible  to  follow  his  reafcning  miiiutely :  it  is,  in  gene- 
ral, jull,  and  his  remarks  difplay  much  acutenefs  and  ingenuity. 
Of  his  promifcd  v/ork  on  the  ecliptic,  and  of  his  calculation 
of  the  fphere  of  Eudoxus,  we  hope  to  give  fome  account,  as 
foon  as  they  are  publiflied.  In  the  prefent  memoir  he  employs 
the  obfervations  of  Hipparchus,  in  his  Commentary  on  Ara- 
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tus,  and  thinks  them  of  greater  fervice  than  even  fhe  catalogue 
of  Fl-.imflead. 

M  Page's  examination  of  the  litfFerent  ftrengths  of  fea-wa- 
tcr,  in  dilFerent  latitudes,  we  hiive  already  noticed  in  examin- 
ing his  Travels  in  our  lail  Appendix. 

Tlic  next  fubjeft  is  confulerations  on  the  teeth  i:n  general,, 
and  the  organs  dellined  to  fupply  their  place,  hy  M.  Brouf- 
fonet.  'Tliefe  are  to  follow  in  a  ferie&  of  memoirs,  of  Vv^hich 
the  firfl:  only  is  now  before  us,  evititlcd,  *  a  Comparifon  between 
the  Teeth  of  Man  and  of  Quadrupeds.'  The  obfervations  are 
clear,  minfutc,  and  judicious.  We  ihall  felecl:  a  few  pailages, 
which  aj-tpear  to  us  of  importance,  and  fome  facts  Icfs  gene- 
rally known.  The  teeth,  he  obferves,  or  the  analogous  or- 
ga!is,  are  bony  or  enamelled,  fiich  are  found  in  quadrupeds, 
1-eptiles,  and  fifh  v  cretaceous,  as  in  the  cruftacea  •,  or  horny, 
as  in  birds  or  infecls.  The  pangolin  and  the  phatagin  are  the 
on'ly  animals  known  without  teeth  :  they  feed  on  infects,  which 
stvc  often  found  entire  in  thieir  IV.omachs.  The  ant-cater,  fup- 
pof -d  to  be  without  teeth,  has  bony  organs  fimilar  to  the 
dentes  molarcs  at  the  bottom  of  the  gullet.  Herbivorous 
animals  mailicate  more  than  carnivorous  -,  their  teeth  are 
broad,  firm,  and  lefs  white.  The  jaw-teeth  of  ruminant  ani- 
i-nals  are  often  blackifh,  covered  with  a  black  fliining  coat, 
which  appears  to  be  intimately  united  with  the  enamel,  and 
liot  to  be  feparated  from  it.  It  feenis  to  come  with  the  ali- 
j^ient  from  the  ibomach,  and  fefcmbles  the  external  coat  of 
the  bezoar,  often  found  in  the  iirll  llomach.  In  teeth  where 
the  grcatcil  ftrength  is  required,  tlie  cnam,ei  is  ufually  thicker 
and  harder  than  in  any  qther  part:  the  enimiei  in  man  is  much 
harder  than  any  bone,  except  perhaps  the  ftony  apophyfis  of 
the  temporal  bone.  The  anterior  jaw-teeth,  in  man,  re- 
feiribTe  thofe  of  c;\rnivorous,  and  tlie  polterior  the  teeth  of 
herbivorous  animals. 

M.  Brouflbnet,  with  refpe£l  t©  the  incifives  and  canine  teetii^ 
makes  an  excellent  diilinction:  thofe  placed  in  the  anterior 
maxillary  are  to  be  confidered,  he  thinks,  as  incifive ;  thole 
in  the  poflerior  are  either  canine  or  molares.  Though  the 
teeth  in  the  anterior  bone  are  fmall  and  (harp,  they  are  flill  to 
he  conridered  as  incifives:  thus  the  tuflcs  of  the  elephant  are 
incifive;  and  this  animal  is  without  the  canini,  as  all  the  teeth 
in  the  polterior  bone  are  molares.  For  want  of  this  didine- 
"tion,  LiunoiUs  has  arranged  animals  of  a  very  dilBmilar  nature 
in  the  fame  orders — tho^elephant,  the  morfe,  the  fea-cow,  for 
indance,  with  feveral  fmaller  animals  of  very  different  man- 
ners. There  is  no  quadruped  that  has  only  a  fingle  tooth  in 
each  jaw  i   fo  tiiat  tJie  ii\cifivei  are  at  leafttwb:  fiflies  are 

fometimes 
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fometlmes  an  exception  to  this  rule.  The  pofition,  7i\\<\  the 
mode  by  which  the  incifivcs  pals  each  other,  furnifh  alfo  fomc 
curious  obfervations.  Our  author  confulers  man  in  thufe  re- 
fpedls  more  nearly  allied  to  the  herbivorous  than  tlie  carnivo^ 
rous  animals. 

The  next  memoir  is  by  M.  Charles,  entitled,  *  an  elTay  on 
the  method  of  ellabljllnng  a  comparlfon  between  thermo- 
meters, if  not  perfectly  exatD:,  at  ieall  much  more  accurate 
dian  we  at  prcfent  poflefs/  The  defeci,  which  he  endeavours 
to  point  out,  and  to  remedy,  is  the  dilatation  of  the  glafs,  a 
ilefecl  of  confiderable  importance,  when  the  degrees  of  heat 
to  be  compared  are  very  different,  and  when  the  thermometer 
is  large.  In  the  fmaller  thermometers,  intended  to  nx^xifure 
the  minute  variations  in  the  temperature  of  the  atmofphere,  it 
is  of  lefs  importance.  He  recommends  the  tube  to  be  capil- 
lary, and  about  a  foot  is  allotted  to  104  degrees.  He  makes 
them  31  inches  long,  and  of  fo  fmall  a  fize  as  to  contain  only 
2  grains  and  3  eighths  of  n>»^rcury,  on  which  fcale  he  marks 
82  pofitive  and  22  negative  degrees:  the  cylinder  is  about  the 
fixth  part  of  an  inch  external  diameter,  and  not  longer  than 
an  inch.  His  method  of  afccrtaining  the  degree  of  dilatation^ 
which  depends  on  hydroilatical  experiments,  and  an  algebrai- 
cal calculation,  it  is  impolTible  to  al^ridge. 

M.  Baume  has  inferted  a  memoir,  on  the  method  of  bleach- 
ing the  cocoons  of  filk-worms,  wliich  he  praifes  highly,  but 
iloes  not  explain. 

M.  le  Roy*s  abllra^l  of  a  work  on  hofpitals,  ^  In  which  thp 
principles  of  philofophy  and  medicine,  to  be  confidered  in  the 
conftru^tion  of  thefe  buildings  are  explained  j  with  a  defign 
for  anhofpital  on  this  plan,'  is  fubjgined.  The  abilradl  is  very 
fhort  and  imperfe^l: :  to  underftand  it,  the  plans  fliould  be  be- 
fore the  reader,  and  then  we  (hould  have  more  to  blame  than 
to  praife.     It  was  written  in  1777. 

The  continuation  of  the  elTay  on  the  population  ofFraiice, 
which  we  have  often  adverted  to,  follows-,  and  the  volume 
concludes  with  M.  Chaptal's  obfervations  on  the  oxygenated 
muriatic  acid,  which  has  occurred  to  us  in  many  diiFerent 
works. 

JWemolrcs  Secrets  fur  Ics  Rcgni's  de  LqhIs  XIF.  &  de  Louis  XV. 
Par  feu  M.  Duclos^  dc  Py^iadcmlr  Frar.^cijcy  iSc,  2  Tcmu 
Svo.     Paris.    Buiflbn. 

'T^HE  late  revolution  in   France    has    greatly   influenced 

-*•     their  publications.     Hiftory  was  formerly  employed  to 

flatter  the  monarch  :  it  at  prefent  endeavours  to  expofe  the 

>ice3  of  kings  j  and  in  truth,  the  different  fuccefibrs  to  the 
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crown  of  France  have  furniflied  an  ample  theme  to  the  demo-: 
crats  of  the  prefent  age.  At  the  conclufion  of  the  hiflory  of 
Louis  XI.  for  instance,  it  was  faid — '  on  the  whole,  he  v/as 
a  king  :*  it  was  in  the  original  copy,  '  on  the  whole,  he  was  a 
moniter.* 

Many  parts  of  thefe  jNIemoirs  difter  little  in  the  narrative 
from  the  accounts  of  M.  de  St.  Simon,  which  we  have  for- 
rnerly  noticed ;  for  the  manufcripts  of  this  frank,  lively^  old 
courtier,  were  within  the  reach  of  our  prefent  author.  A  great 
many  circumftances,  which  are  deicriptive  of  the  mannt^-rs  of 
the  age  fubfequent  to  Louis  XIV.  came  to  M.  Duclos'  know- 
ledge in  a  more  direct  way.  His  hiflory,  which  is  well  known, 
was  indeed  written  by  the  command  of  the  court,  conveyed  by 
M.  Maurepas;  but  thefe  Memoirs  are  introduced  by  a  more 
Spirited  gnd  independent  Preface.  *  If  I  cannot,  fays  he,  fpeak 
to  my  cotemporaries,  I  will  at  leafl  tell  the  children  what  kind 
of  men  their  fathers  were.' — ^  T  will  point  out  the  culprits, 
"whoever  they  may  "be:  they  are  the  ikeletons  of  criminals  ex- 
pofed  to  traitors  like  themfelves.'' 

The  Hiflory  of  Louis  XV.  begins  almoft  with  the  birth  of 
the  king,  who  came  to  the  crown  in  his  fixth  year,  in  Sep- 
tember 1 715.  Our  author,  to  defcribe  the  changes  in  the  po- 
litical fbate  aiid  manners  of  the  nation,  goes  back  to  the  lail 
years  of  Louis  XIV.  at  the  period  of  the  war  on  account  of 
the  Spanifh  fuccelTion ;  the  only  jiill  vi^ar  which  that  prince 
imdertooki  and  the  moft  ruinous  one  to  the  kingdom.  He 
relates  the  hillorical  events  of  that  period,  ;ind  points  out  the 
errors.  *  We  conilant]y  experienced,  he  obferves,  the  fame 
difgraces,  becaufe  we  committed  the  fame  faults/  The  ge- 
nerals were  felecled  net  in  confequence  of  their  abilities,  but 
of  their  political  connections :  *  the  choice  of  the  king,  adds 
M.  Duclos,  was  not  always  approved,  but  it  was  always  ap- 
plauded.' Marflial  Duras  faid  to  the  unfortunate  Villeroy, 
'  1  referve  my  compliments  of  congratulation  till  you  return.' 
Tlie  king  himfelf,  if  left  to  his  own  difcretion,  would  have 
done  better :  he  often  rewarded  and  puniflied  with  difcern- 
inerit. 

At  the  age  of  70,  Louis,  who  faw  his  former  glory  echpfed, 
•  thought  of  re-eftablifhing  it  by  commanding  his  armies  in  per- 
fon,  and  by  retaking  Lifle.  He  concerted  the  plan  with  M. 
M.  ChamilJart,  BoufRers,  and  Villars.  Madam.e  de  Mainte- 
non  was  to  be  kept  in  ignorance  of  it,  to  prevent  her  accom- 
panying the  king ;  but  the  fecret  was  betrayed ;  Ihe  prevented 
the  fcheme,  and  became  the  enemy  of  the  infignific.int  Cha- 
millart,  whom  (lie  herfelf  had  raifed  to  a  fituation  much  abovq 
his  talents.     The  king  was  reconciled  afterwards  to  him,  but 
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njaclame  Maintenon  was  inexorable.  The  vi<flories  at  Hock- 
fledt,  Ramillies,  Oudcnarde,  &c.  which  followed,  are  well 
known;  and  this  monarch,  fo  abfolutc,  who  had  been  fo  often 
crowned  with  conquell,  wlio  had  difgufted  the  different  fove- 
reigns  of  Europe  by  his  haughtinefs,  alarmed  Europe  by  his 
conquefls,  and  ruined  his  fubjcfts  by  his  magnificence,  was 
almofc  ready  to  abandon  his  capital,  and  retire  for  fccurity  be- 
yond the  Loire.  —  Preffed  on  all  fides,  fecure  no  where,  he 
faid,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  to  a  full  council,  *  I  can  neither 
make  peace  nor  carry  on  war.' 

It  was  neceflary,  in  1710,  to  provide  refources  for  the  war, 
and  it  was  on  that  occafion  that  the  Jcfuit  Le  Tellier  made  the 
famous  reply  to  the  king,  whicli,  in  fervility,  was  equalled  by 
that  of  an  Englifti  bifliop  to  James.  Louis  was  afraid  of  ella- 
felilhing  the  tenths,  and,  in  his  anxiety,  revealed  his  fears  to 
his  confeffor.  After  confulting  his  company  (the  Jefuits),  Le 
Tellier  told  him,  that  he  need  not  be  fcrupulous,  '  becaufe  he 
was  the  true  proprietor  and  mafter  of  all  the  property  in  his 
kingdom.'  '  You  give  me  great  fiitisfa£lion,  replied  the  king, 
I  am  quite  eafy/  *  It  would  have  been  difficult,  obferves  our 
"author,  to  fay,  what  would  have  been  the  fituation  of  France, 
if  the  death  of  the  emperor  Jofeph  had  not  changed  the  inte- 
refts  of  its  enemies.  I  have  read,  in  a  memoir  of  prince  Eu- 
gene, a  plan  for  dividing  the  kingdom,  with  the  means  very 
clearly  related,  and  (kilfully  combined.  Terfier,  my  colleague 
in  the  academy,  who  was  employed  in  extra6ling  for  the  dau- 
phin the  moft  important  negotiations,  communicated  to  me 
this  memoir.  We  doubted  of  the  fignature,  but  having  com- 
pared it  with  many  of  the  prince's  letters,  we  could  not  be  de- 
ceived. How  could  this  memoir  come  to  us  .''  I  know  not :  it 
ought  to  be  ftill  in  the  archives.' 

The  intrigues  which  terminated  the  war,  are  well  known. 
France  and  Spain  were  in  the  utmoft  dillrefs.  The  latter 
kingdom,  indeed,  fince  the  difcovery  of  South  America,  has 
abandoned  real  for  imaginary  riches.  *  Spain,  fays  BocaHni, 
is  the  mouth  of  Europe:  every  thing  paffes  through  it,  nothing 
Hays  in  it.*  The  archduke,  it  is  faid  in  thefe  Memoirs,  was 
ruined  by  the  patriotifm  of  the  moft  abandoned  and  difeafed 
courtezans.  They  killed  more  than  fell  by  the  fword,  and 
then  boafted  of  their  condudl. 

M.  Duclos  defends  the  duke  of  Orleans  from  the  fufpicions 
which  fell  on  him  on  account  of  the  numerous  deaths  in  the 
royal  family.  Marechal,  firft  furgeon  to  Louis,  attended  the 
duke  in  a  long  illnefs,  and  was  much  ftruck  with  tlK  extent  of 
his  genius,  and  the  variety  of  his  knowledge.  *  Sire,  faid  he 
to  the  king,  if  the  duke  of  Orleans  was  a  private  perfon,  with- 
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out  fortune,  he  has  more  than  ten  difFerent  ways  of  honoitr- 
•ably  fupporting  himfelf,   and  is  in  other  refpe6i:s  the  belt  man 
jn  the  world/     The  king,  who  allowed  the  talents  of  the 
piiiice,  fmiflied  his  picture  by  a  fingle  ftroke  : — *  Do  you  know 
my  nephew — He  boafts  of  his  crimes  (C'efl:  un  fanfaron  de 
crimes).     The  fufpicions  continued,   for  the  character  of  the 
phyficians  was  not  confidered.     Fagon  was  the  creature  of 
madame  Maintenon,  who  was  at  variance  with  the  duke.-^ 
Boudin,  the  other  phyfician,  loft  all  by  the  death  of  the  princes : 
it  was  the  intereft  of  each  to  oppofe  any  clandeftine  attempt, 
or  to  reveal  it.     But  an  heir  to  the  throne  was  flill  left  •,  and, 
if  the  duke  had  dipped  fo  deep  in  blood,  the  dauphin  probably 
V'ould  not  have  efcaped.     The  cjueen  of  Spain  (Mary  of  Or^ 
leans)  js  fuppofed  by  our  author  to  have  been  poifoned  by  the 
intrigues  of  Mansfeld,  the  Imperial  ambalTador,  and  the  elec- 
toral prince  of  Bavaria  probably  died  in  a  fimilar  way.     The 
death  of  the-  duke  of  Burgundy  was  particularly  regretted,  as 
he  had  been  heard  to  fay  —  *  that  kings  are  made  for  their  fub* 
je£ls,  not  the  fubjetSls  for  the  kings  •,  that  they  ought  to  pu- 
nifh  with  juftice,  as  the  guardians  of  the  law,  to  give  re- 
wards, becaufe  they  are  debts ;  to  give  no  prefents,  becaufe- 
they  have  nothing  of  their  own.*     Thefe  opinions  are  fmgular 
for  the  period,  but  the  throne  may  have  occafioned  a  change 
of  fentiment.     Heirs  apparent,  who  die  prematurely,  are  ail- 
ways  favourites. 

Other  works  contain  a  full  account  of  the  intrigues  of  the 
new  court  of  Spain,  We  fiiall  return  to  madame  Maintenon, 
who,  undev  the  colour  of  her  attaclmicnt  to  her  pupil,  the  duke 
of  Main,  encouragt^d  the  meafure,  which  the  king  at  laft  re- 
folved  on,  to  fix  the  fuccelhon  on  his  natural  children,  in  de- 
fault of  the  fuccefiion  of  the  princes  of  the  blood.  Loyis  per- 
haps knew  the  (lender  power  which  his  edicts  would  have  after 
his  death,  for  he  told  them—^'  I  have  d-jne  for  you  what  I 
could,  you  mull  fecure  it  by  your  own  merits.'  Nothing  was 
omitted  to  prepare  the  way  for  thefe  princes.  The  hillorian 
Daniel  was  orcjered  to  enlarge  on  the  great  eftablilhments 
made  for  the  natural  children  of  the  former  kings,  and,  when 
the  hiftory  was  publiflied,  the  king  greatly  praifed  it.  Va- 
lincour,  of  ihe  French  academy,  particularly  attached  to  the 
count  de  Touloufe,  only  faid  to  him — *  My  lord,  here  is  a 
crown  pf  rofes,  which,  I  fear,  will  become  a  crown  of  thorns, 
when  the  flowers  are  faded.'  The  academician  was  right. 
The  will  of  J^ouis  was  oppofed,  Reynold,  coloi^el  of  the  Swifs 
guards,  was  difpleafcd  with  the  duke  de  Maine,  and  the  duke 
de  Guiche,  colonel  'of  the  French  guards,  who  receive<;l 
600,000  livres  from  the  duke  of  Orleans,  to  fupport  him  when 
lie  went  to  denv.nd  the  regencv  from  the  parliament,  woul4 
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have  fold  himfelf  for  lefs,  adds  our  author,  to  a  regent  ac- 
knowledged by  the  peers.  In  fpeakhig  of  the  reform  of  nu- 
merous abCifes,  meditated  by  the  duke  of  Orleans,  M.  Duclos 
makes  a  fmgular  remark  for  that  time:  '  good  patriots,  fays  he, 
have  long  wiflied  for  the  excefs  of  evil,  from  whence  a  re- 
medy may  probably  refult/ 

The  fecond  book  of  the  Secret  Memoirs  is  dcfigned  to  con- 
tain the  principal  traits  of  the  private  life  of  Louis  XIV.  M. 
Duclos  gives  an  advantageous  pi£lurc  of  his  perfon  and  mind* 
There  are  other  anecdotes  lefs  favourable  to  hirn.  Let  us  felcti 
one  or  two,  from  another  work  now  before  us.  When  any  one 
fpoke  to  Louis  of  one  of  his  old  generals,  he  conftantly  an- 
fwered,  with  the  dignity  of  a  ftage-hero  j — 'Yes,  he  dii:d  at 
fuch  a  time  for  my  glory.'  '  Look,  fays  he,  in  a  moment  of 
<lifguft  againfi;  Louvois,  do  not  you  wonder  at  that  man:  he 
thinks  he  underllands  war  better  than  I  do.'  He  faid  once  to 
the  marflial  d'Etrees — '  Of  what  ufe  is  reading?  the  bcil  go- 
vernments are  thofe  of  Turkey  and  Perfia.' — *  Yet,  replied  the 
marflial,  with  great  propriety,  two  or  three  emperors  of  thefc 
excellently  governed  countries  have  been  flrangled  within  my 
own  remembrance.' 

The  picture  of  the  regency,  which  follows,  is  flill  more  dif- 
gufting.  M.  Duclos  catches  the  pen  of  Tacitus,  and  animates 
the  various  fcenes :  he  defcribes  with  fpirit,  what  every  lover 
of  juftice,  of  public  and  private  virtue,  mud  blufli  to  read.  The 
anecdotes  of  the  abbe,  afterwards  cardinal  Tencin,  and  his 
filler,  refemble  too  much  thofc  of  the  infamous  Dubois,  which 
we  formerly  glanced  at,  and  who  was  indeed  their  coadjutor. 
The  abbe  fuccecded  the  Jefuit  Lafitcau  in  the  embafly  to 
Rome,  and  the  holy  city  had  of  courfe  no  reafon  to  rejoice  at 
the  exchange. 

In  1719  the  king  created  officers  of  the  order  of  S't.  Louis, 
refembling  that  of  the  Holy  Gholl.  It  was  called  the  Cordon 
Rouge,  and  it  was  fmgular  to  fee  thefe  officers,  who  were  all 
lawyers,  bearing  on  tlieir  flioulders  the  motto — *  The  reward 
of  warlike  courage.'  Some  regulations  were  introduced  this 
year  in  tl^e  collection  of  the  land-tax-,  but  they  did  not  fiic- 
ceed.  Vauban  died  of  grief  at  having  difpleafed  the  king  by 
writing  on  tins  fubjecl  in  the  ilyle  of  a  patriot.  Bois-Guibert 
was  exiled  and  difgraced,  for  daring  to  be  right  in  oppofition 
%o  the  financiers  of  adminiftration.  Tlie  deaths  of  fome  others 
are  alfo  mentioned,  particularly  that  of  Perot,  who,  having 
amafled  a  large  fum  of  money,  formed  a  vault,  in  which  he 
kept  it.  This  vault  was  fecured  by  three  doors,  of  which  the 
inmoft  was  of  iroi^,  and  (hut  with  a  fpring.  After  Perot  had 
teen  unaccoiintabiy  milling  for  fome  time,  tliey  fearched  the 
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cave,  and  found  the  unfortunate  mifer  fharved  in  the  midfl  of 
his  riches.  The  door  had  fuddenly  clofed  on  him,  and  he 
was  unable  to  open  it  again. 

A  fingular  inftance  of  the  addrefs  of  mademoifelle  de  Chaf- 
feraie  is  mentioned  that  is  worth  recording,  as  it  contains  an 
anecdote  which  occurred  during  the  regency,  little  known. 
The  parliament,  terrified  at  the  rigour  of  the  laft  bed  of  juf- 
tice,  condu6led  themfeves  with  a  caution  and  circumfpe6lion 
which  furprifed  every  one,  efpecially  as  they  feemcd  to  be  in- 
fpired  by  a  new  and  uncommon  timidity  of  the  prefident. 
The  fact  was  this.  When  the  duke  and  duchefs  of  Maine 
w^ere  arrefted,  the  firfh  prefident  had  written  a  letter,  in  which 
he  had  offered  his  affiftance,  and  that  of  his  company.  The 
letter  was  intercepted ;  but  the  prefident,  who  apprehended, 
though  he  was  not  certain  of  it,  obtained  an  audience  of  the 
regent,  and  was  very  eloquent  in  hisprofefiions  of  attachment. 
Philip,  who  could  command  his  countenance,  faid  nothing ; 
but,  on  his  retiring,  gave  him  the  intercepted  letter,  cooly 
faying,  '  Do  you  recolle6l  this :  read  it.'  The  prefident  fell 
on  his  knees,  imploring  pardon ;  but  the  regent,  cafting  on 
him  a  look  of  indignation  only,  went  into  another  apartment. 
La  ChaufTeraie,  who  had  procured  the  audience,  reproached 
him  for  his  conduct,  but  was  at  laft  prevailed  on  to  follow  the 
prince  and  endeavour  to  foothe  his  refentment.  She  found 
Philip  ftill  angry,  and  refolved  to  arreft  the  prefident,  when 
fhe  obferved,  with  an  ironical  fmile—*  You  are  too  deep,  my 
lord,  you  will  never  fucceed.  Here  is  a  man  will  do  what  yoa 
pleafe  in  the  parliament  \  you  are  fometimes  in  want  of  fuch 
rafcals.  It  will  be  fuflicient  to  keep  him  between  hope  and 
fear ;  I  will  go  to  him,  and  encourage  him  enough  to  enable 
him  to  go  home.'  She  did  fo,  and  the  prefident  was  after- 
Vards  fubmifiively  obedient. 

Thefe  and  various  other  enormities,  which  difgraced  the  re- 
gency of  Philip,  were  fuflicient  to  poifon  the  mind  of  the 
young  king.  The  defpair  of  the  nation,  on  his  illnefs,  was 
alone  enough  to  convince  him  of  his  importance.  It  was  added 
to  by  thofe  around  him.  'See,  fee,  my  mafter,  faid  his  go- 
vernor, carrying  him  to  the  window,  during  the  f-jftivals  on 
Iiis  recovery,  all  thefe  who  are  prefent  are  yours  \  there  is  no- 
thing that  does  not  belong  to  you ;  you  are  the  lord  of  all  that 
is  before  you.*  We  muft  omit  many  of  the  lefler  anecdotes, 
and  particularly  the  account  of  the  ftraiige  folly  and  inconfift- 
€ncy  of  Philip  V.  of  Spain,  which  was  fcarcely,  if  atall,  fliort 
of  madnefs,  to  pay  a  more  particular  attention  to  one  part  of 
thefe  Memoirs,  the  Hiftory  of  the  Caufes  of  the  War  of  1756. 
Tlie  reader,  who  recolletls  what  the  king  of  Pruffia  has  faid, 
8  in 
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in  his  Poithumous  Works  on  this  fubjedl,  will  perceive  that  the 
whole  is  not  new,  and,  in  fome  parts,  not  very  correal.  The 
king,  however,  in  general,  fupports  the  author  of  the  Memoirs, 
and  leads  us  to  trull  more  implicitly  to  the  other  parts  of  the 
narrative.     We  fliall  give  a  fliort  abilraft  of  this  part. 

*  As  I  have  not,  fays  the  author  in  his  Introduction,  de- 
figned  to  write  a  hiftory,  but  rather  to  compile  fome  memoirs 
which  may  be  ufeful  to  hiilorians,  I  fufpend  for  a  time  thofc 
that  I  have  begun,  to  pafs  on  to  the  greatell,  the  mofl  humi- 
liating, and  moid  unfortunate  event  of  this  reign,  I  mean  the 
war  excited  in  1756,  by  the  piracies  of  the  Englljl)^  and  termi^ 
nated  by  the  peace  of  which  they  dictated  moll  injudicicufiy 
the  terms.*  The  queen  of  Hungary,  it  is  obferved,  was  great- 
ly humbled  at  not  being  able  to  conclude  a  peace  with  the  king 
of  Pruflia,  but  on  the  condition  of  refigning  Silefia,  and  con- 
fidercd  her  treaty  with  him  as  a  truce,  during  which  (he  might 
be  enabled  tp  refume  her  arms  with  greater  advantage.  From 
that  time,  Oie  ceafed  to  confider  and  treat  France  as  a  rival. 
Blondcl  was  the  French  charge  des  aiRiu's  at  Vienna,  and  the 
queen  often  fpuke  to  him  of  the  different  fituation  of  France 
and  iVuftria,  who,  200  years  before,  had  been  conflantly  at 
variance,  blondel  communicated  this  converfation  to  the  mar- 
quis de  Puyfieux,  minifler  of  foreign  affairs,  who  did  not  think 
proper  to  fpcak  of  it  to  the  king,  and  commanded  the  envoy  to 
be  filent. 

When  the  queen  found  that  thefe  overtures  were  not  no- 
ticed, (he  thought  the  opportunity  not  yet  fuitable  j  but,  when 
the  marquis  de  Flautefort  was  appointed  embafTador,  (he  fup- 
pofed  that  a  man  of  rank  wquld  have  more  influence  than  a 
fmgle  agent,  and  (he  no  longer  concealed  her  rcfentment  againil: 
the  king  of  Pruflia.  The  count  de  Kaunitz,  the  prefent  im- 
perial minifter,  was  embafTador  from  the  queen  to  France,  and 
had  the  neceflary  inftru£lions  from  his  fovereign.  Madame 
de  Pompadour,  to  whom  this  embafla^or  was  attached,  foon 
felt  with  pleafure  the  idea  of  acSling  a  more  fplendid  part  than 
fhe  had  hitherto  reprefented.  In  her  firft  political  ilep  fhe 
found  herfelf  a  minifler  of  Hate,  and  gave  herfelf  credit  for 
pofrefhng  the  talents  of  one.  She  adopted  therefore  the  fcheme 
of  Kaunitz,  and  flattered  herfelf  with  the  profpetl  of  convert- 
ing the  adminiftration,  who  adopted  th©  old  fyflem  of  depref- 
fmg  Auflria ;  but  fhe  experienced  more  difficulties  than  fhe  ex- 
peSed.  The  period  of  Kaunitz,  embaffy  was  expired,  and  he 
was  fucceeded  by  count  deStahremberg,  who  negotiated  under 
happier  aufpices.  *  An  Englifli  fquadron,  without  a  declaration 
of  war,  and  without  the  court  having  fhown  the  lead  difguft,  at- 
tacked  and  took,  in  June  1755,  two  of  oar  vel&ls,  the  Alcide 

and 
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and  Rys/  The  marfhal  cie  Marepoix,  the  French  embaffa- 
dor  at  London,  *  a  man  of  honour  and  courage,  but  of  a  li- 
mited underllanding,'  demanded  jullice  for  this  ad  of  liolti- 
lity,  but  he  received  ambiguous  anfwers,  with  which  the  court 
was  aniufed  till  io,OCO  feamen  were  made  prifoners  When 
it  was  refolved  to  acl,  Machault,  the  marine  minifter,  was  for 
a  naval  war,  M.  d'Argenfon  for  a  continental  one.  Count  de 
Bernis,  who  was  not  yet  of  the  council,  but  pofleffed  of  great 
influence,  thouglit  it  beft  to  temporife  with  the  king  of  Pruf- 
fia,  and  the  duke  de  Nivernois  was  fent  embailador  to  Berlin. 
All  this  retarded  the  negotiation  of  Stahremberg,  who  inform- 
ed the  French  court  of  the  approaching  alliance  of  Pruifia  and 
England ;  and  the  fpeech  of  the  king  of  England  to  his  par- 
liament, which  met  foon  afterwards  was,  in  our  author's  lan- 
guage, a  manifeflo  or  a  declaration  of  war. 

When  this  happened,  Stahremberg  was  heard  with  more 
attention.  The  emprefs  intended  to  apply  to  the  prince  de 
Conti,  who  poflefTed  a  credit  independent  of  madame  de  Pom- 
padour, whofe  influence  began  to  decline,  and  give  way  to  the 
i'liperior  beauty  of  madame  de  Coiflin.  Though  tliis  lady,  from 
too  great  levity  and  cafmefs,  foon  lofl  her  power,  yet  the  event 
fuggeilcd  to  lier  rival  that  flie  might  not  long  continue  mif- 
trel's  J  and  flie  refolved  to  wink  at  the  king^s  temporary  gal- 
lantries, and  become  a  miniftcr,  or  at  leafl  a  neceflary  friend, 
jf  ihe  could  be  no  more.  M.  Kaunitz,  who  was  informed  of 
thefe  events,  ftill  thought  madame  de  Pompadour  the  furefl: 
means  of  obtaining  the  king's  confent  to  the  propofals  of  the 
emprefs  -,  but  flie  felt  fome  repugnance  at  commencing  a  cor- 
refpondence  fo  inconfiflcnt  with  her  dignity,  her  character, 
and  the  haughtinefs  of  the  houfe  of  Auilria.  M.  Kaunitz, 
however,  at  laft  prevailed,  and  a  flattering  billet  to  the  ful- 
tana  was  obtained,  which  M.  Stahremberg  was  eager  to  de- 
liver. When  the  emprefs  had  taken  this  firft  and  moft  decided 
flep,  madame  de  Pompadour  confidered  herfelf,  if  not  an 
equal,  a  friend,  and  refolved  to  affift  all  the  Auftrian  views. 
After  this,  adds  M.  Duclos,  we  need  not  be  furprifed  at  any 
thing :  the  treaty  was  concluded,  notwithftanding  the  obfer- 
vations  of  the  count  de  Bernis,  who  predicted  what  afterwards 
happened. '  Leaders  of  the  cabinet,  he  obferves,  greedy  of  money, 
inexperienced  or  prefumptuous  -,  minifters  ignorant,  jealous  or 
difaffeded ;  fubalterns  prodigal  of  their  blood  in  battle,  and 
fervilely  cringing  to  the  diftributors  of  favour  at  home ;  thefe 
M-ere  the  inftruments  employed,  and  the  accomplices  of  our 
ruin.' 

M.  Duclos  proceeds  to  enumerate  the  various  errors  both  of 
France  and  Auftria ;  and  the  whole  is  enlivened  by  numerous 

(;hara6ter^ 


Ghcnis  EJJciy  on  the  Lithdogy  of  Mount  Vef^rjlui^      509 

charaders  and  anecdotes. — ^^V'e  have  already  extended  our  ar- 
ticle too  far,  and  can  only  add,  that  the  Ityle  is  clear,  nervous, 
fimple,  but  often  harfli.  The  author  afl^cls  the  epigrammatic 
turns  of  Tacitus,  and  becomes  fometimes  obfcure  and  unplea- 
fnig.  On  the  whole,  however,  it  is  a  work  which  we  liav^ 
read  with  pleafure,  and  can  recommend  as  entertaining  and 
inilru<^ive. 

Saggio  dl  Litologia  Vefuv'ianaj  l^c, 

Ejjiiy  on  the  L'lthology  of  Mount  FefnznuSi  dedicated  to  the  ^ucen 

of  the  Tvjo  Sicilies*     By  the  Chevalier  Jojeph  Gioen'u     Sz-o. 

Napies- 

A  FTER  more  than  two  hundred  volumes  publilhed  with,  or 
•**■  without  defign,  on  Vefuvius,  and  the  greater  number  oc- 
casioned by  fome  new  eruption  of.  this  celebrated  mountain  : 
after  the  publication  of  two  catalogues  of  its  different  produc- 
tions by  perfons  who,  to  ufe  the  w^itty,  but  a  little  too  ludi- 
crous remark  of  an  Italian  author,  wifhed  that  '  thefe  ftones 
might  become  bread,'  we  have  at  hit  found  a  work  whicK  is 
in  every  view  refpecSlable,  and,  in  fome  refpecls,  excel- 
lent- The  author,  M.  Gioeni  of  Catanea,  is  well  known  for 
various  works,  and  for  an  extenfive  acquaintance  with  nume- 
rous fcientific  travellers,  to  whom  his  communications  and  hi^ 
hofpitality  (we  allude  to  thofe  who  have  vifited  Sicily),  have 
been  highly  advantageous.  A  hiftory  of  Etna  has  been  for  a 
long  time  the  fubjedt  of  his  attention,  and  we  may  hope  to 
fee  it  completed. 

His  prefent  attempt  has  the  humble  title  of  an  eflay.  He  ha$ 
examined  Vefuvius  with  attention,  and  endeavours  to  point  our 
to  thofe  philofophers  whofc  fituation  is  more  convenient  for 
this  purpofe,  the  beft  method  of  explaining  the  nature  of  all  the 
different  volcanic  produd:ions.  The  firft  part  is  introductory ; 
the  fecond  is  a  defcriptive  catalogue  of  the  minerals  which  our 
author  has  found  in  his  different  vifits  to  Vefuvius,  We  fliall 
fele£l  fome  paffages  from  the  firll,  and  give  the  outline  of  his 
claflification  from  the  fecond  part,  for  we  well  know  how  un- 
pleafing  minute  mineralogical  defcriptions  gencr?.lly  arc. 

In  riie  firft  fe£lion  of  the  Introdudlion,  our  author  draws  a 
parallel  between  the  mineral  kingdom  and  the  two  other  king- 
doms of  nature.  He  affert;,  with  perhaps  too  little  referve, 
that  the  greateft  wonders,  and  the  moll  beneficial  gifts  toman, 
are  dug  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth.  Wc  fhall  go  on  in  hr^ 
own  words  : 

*  There  is  an  infinite  diftance  between  the  wonders  of  na- 
ture, as  difplayed  in  the  elegant  variety  of  the  colours  of  the 

flo^'sr*. 
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flowjers,  the  proud  majefty  of  trees  which  raife  their  hends  td 
the  clouds,  the  cofDphcated  variety  of  animals  which  inhabit 
the  earth,  the  waters,  or  the  air,  and  thofe  which  are  conceal- 
ed under  the  earth.  Man,  in  his  fecial  ftate,  drew  from  the 
iirft  the  pleafurcs,  the  convcniencies,  arid  the  amufements  of 
life.  With  refpecl  to  the  laft,  he  was  fcarcely  emerged  from 
his  firfl  ignorance  before  he  procm-ed  inftruments  to  aflifl  him 
in  his  ruder  arts,  to  defend  him  from  wildbeaft?,  ?.n(\  even  ene- 
mies of  his  o-.vn  fpecies,  when  he  learnt  cruelty  from  necefhty. 
Thofe,  who  in  the  early  ftages  of  fociety,  honoured  the  firft 
-arts,  as  they  related  to  agriculture,  to  commerce,  and  to  navi- 
gation, were  not  jufl  in  their  diftribution  of  praife  :  they  fhould 
have  given  the  preference  to  mineralogy,  which  contributed 
to  the  origin  and  profperity  of  all  the  arts.  The  profeflbrs  of 
the  fublimeft  fciences,  who  fometimes  caft  an  eye  of  pity  on 
the  modefl  invelligator  of  fubterraneous  riches,  and  thofe  ufc- 
ful  fubilances  which  are  a  necefTary  guide  to  them,  ought  to 
Tefle£l  that  their  fciences  would  not  have  exiftcd  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  afiiilance  of  mineralogy.  The  telcfcopes  of  the 
aitronomer,  the  compafs  of  the  navigator,  the  complicated  ma- 
chines of  the  experimental  philofopher,  the  formidable  appa- 
ratus which  enables  man  to  imitate  thunder,  the  elaftic  fluid 
which,  for  a  time,  flattered  him  with  the  expedfation  of  being 
able  to  rife  in  the  atmofphere  and  rapidly  fail  through  the  air, 
owe  equally  their  origin  to  tlie  mineral  kingdom.  We  are, 
however,  particularly  indebted  to  burning  mountains,  which 
Nature  has  providently  inflamed  in  difi^erent  parts  of  the  globe, 
for  the  firll  notions  of  fire,  the  fufion  of  metals,  the  a6lion  of 
fulphur  in  its  difl'ercnt  flates  on  mineral  bodies  *,  and  after  hav- 
ing obtained  thofe  ideas  of  the  elementary  operations,  we  dif- 
cover,  by  the  fame  means,  the  fource  of  every  art,  the  nurfe  of 
every  fcicnce.  Metallurgy.' 

From  thefe  general  obfervations,  in  which  the  author  feems 
to  have  allowed  his  prepofleflTions  for  his  favourite  fciencc  to 
lead  him  too  far,  M.  Gioeni  proceeds  to  voicanos.  He  glances 
at  the  advantages  that  may  be  derived  from  them  in  the  theory 
of  the  earth ;  complains  of  the  ridicule  which  has  been  caft 
on  thofe  who  have  cultivated  this  branch  of  fcicnce  ;  firews  the 
little  progrefs  which  has  been  hitherto  made  in  this  ftudy  in 
Naples ;  mentions  fir  William  Hamilton  and  profefTor  Vairo 
as  the  founders  of  the  Vef Vivian  mineralogy ;  and  points  out 
the  utility  of  volcanos  in  difl'erent  countries,  particularly  in  the 
produ£\:ion  of  the  alum  works  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Naples, 
on  which  fubje6t  we  arc  promifed  farther  information  from 
the  abbe  Fortis  and  the  abbe  Breiflock. 

In  the  feconil  ft^lion  our  author  treats  of  Vefuvius  in  ge- 
neral. 
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neral,  and  mentions  the  different  clafles  of  (lony  fubflances 
which  may  be  colle£l:ed  in  this  neighbourhood.  Thefe  are  re* 
duced  to  four:  i.  Primordial  (lones  ;  2.  Lavas  ;  3.  Ghifies  and 
pumice  ftones;  4.  Breccias  and  tufas.  Thefe  four  claffes  are 
the  fubje£ls  of  the  four  following  fedlions,  in  which  he  gives 
the  theory  of  each,  accompanied  by  fome  traits  of  hiftory.  In 
the  feventh,  he  relates  the  method  adopted  in  arranging  the 
catalogue  of  Vefuvian  productions,  and  anfwers  fome  objec- 
tions that  may  be  made  to  his  plan. 

The  catalogue  is  divided  into  clafTes,  genera,  fpecies,  and  va- 
rieties. M.  Gioeni  begins  with  the  primordial  ftones  found 
near  Vefuvius ;  thofe,  for  inflance,  which  have  not  been 
changed  by  fire,  but  which  dealers  in  the  curiofities  of  Vefu- 
vius fell  as  lavas.  The  fimple  primordial  ilones  are  divided 
into  four  genera,  as  the  bafes  are  formed  of  calcareous  earth, 
magnefia,  clay,  or  flint.  The  compound  primordial  ftones  are 
divided  into  two  orders.  In  the  hrll  are  three  genera,  diitin- 
guifhed  by  the  predominance  of  a  calcareous  argillaceous,  or 
fdiceous  bafe  ;  in  the  fecond  two  genera,  the  aggregated  ftones 
and  the  breccias. 

From  the  primordial  ftones,  hitherto  miftaken  for  lavas,  our 
author  proceeds  to  rocks  volcanifed  in  diiTerent  manners.  In 
the  firli  divificn  are  thofe  in  which  mica,  chryfolite,  fchorl, 
granit-cs,  or  feld  fpar,  are  predominant :  the  fecond  contains 
the  glades  either  as  they  are  compac^l,  filamentous,  or  porous. 
The  third  clafs  are  the  agglutinations  formed  in  the  crater  of 
the  volcano,  and  they  form  four  varieties.  To  the  Appendix 
are  configned  the  fmall  flints,  the  puozzolane,  the  fands,  and 
the  pulverifed  earths  of  the  volcano.  The  decompofed  lavas,, 
and  thofe  which  are  fecondarily  compounded,  form  the  two 
laft  chapters ;  in  the  fecond  of  v/hich  are  placed  the  tufas,  the 
breccix  analogous  to  them,  and  the  infiltrations. — Such  is  the 
outline  of  our  author's  work ;  and  it  difplays  fuch  cxtenfivc, 
fuch  accurate  and  comprehenfive  views,  that  we  cannot  leave 
him  without  our  warmeft  commendations,  and  earneft  wilhes 
to  fee  his  larger  work,  the  Natural  Hiftory  of  Etna. 

Sopra  la  Theor'ia  dc  Pcndoli^  <sfc. 

On  the  Theory  of  Pendulums,  and  on  the  Lav^  of  the  Centripetal 
Force,  proper tiomil  to  thcjimple  Dijiaricefromthe  Centre,  and 
on  Its  Appl'icai'ion  to  the  Doiinnc  of  Pendulums,  two  D'fcourfcs 
hy  P.  D'  Gregory  Fontana,  Prcfcffor  of  A/at  hematics  in  'the 
(Iniverfity  of  Padua,     8  u<?. 

'Tp HOUGH  it  is  difficult  to  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  ma- 

'■'     thematical  difqulfitions,  and  though  we  have  generally 

avoided  a  very  minute  examination  into  the  merits  of  fimilar 

works, 
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works,  as  too  intricate  for  the  general  enquiries  which  our  Ii* 
mits  will  alone  admit  of,  and  too  recondite  for  general  readers, 
yet  the  merits  of  the  acadciTKcal  difcourfes  before  us,  and  the 
expectation  we  entertain  of  being  able  to  give  a  pretty  accurate 
idea  of  the  fubllancc  of  the  author's  reafoning,  hive  induced 
us  to  depart  from  our  former  plan.  Every  part  ©f  this  eliay 
difplays  the  inventive  genius  of  the  author,  and  the  very  fmgu- 
lar  geometrical  elegance  of  all  his  works. 

The  firft  difcourfe  treats  on  the  ofcillations  of  pendulums 
applied  to  clocks :  the  abbe  firll  fhows  why  the  iibchronifm 
(equal  ofcillations  in  equ^.l  times)  of  the  ofcillations  peculiar  to 
cycloidal  arcs  cannot  take  place  in  them,  and  next  points  out 
the  contradiction  in  the  common  demonllration  fometimcs 
given^  of  the  ifochronifm  of  ofcillations  in  very  fmall  circular 
arcs.  He  then  fubftitutes  another  demonllration  equally  clear 
ajid  fimple, rigoroufly  exaCt  and  convincing. 

A^'hcn  we  fee,  in  praCtice,  that  the  very  beautiful  difcovery 
of  Eugene,  of  the  ifochronifm  of  cycloidal  arcs  of  all  fizes,  does 
not  fucceed,  the  fault  is  thrown  on  the  friClion,  or  the  refin- 
ance of  the  air  on  the  lamina?,  between  which  the  pendulum 
is  made  to  ofcillate,  and  which  have  not  a  perfectly  accurate 
cycloltlal  curve,  S:c.  But  P.  Fontana  fliows  that  the  principal 
andnKjilpowerfuIcaufeoftheirregularityof  thecycloidalclocks 
is-the  action  of  the  fcapement,  which,  with  that  of  gravity,  con- 
tributes to  produce  tlic  vibrations  of  the  clock.  And  as  we 
can  never  expeCl  to  render  this  action  proportional  to  the  arcs, 
which  are  defcribed  down  to  the  lowclt  point  of  the  cycloid, 
as  the  power  of  gravity  is,  and  which  may  be  confidered  as,  the 
Teal  caufe  of  the  ifochronifm  when  this  power  alone  a£ts,  it 
will  be  ufclcfs  to  think  of  correcting  this  caufe  of  error  while 
tlie  |">rincipal  and  mo't  powerful  one  continues  to  exill.  From 
hence  proceeding  to  dcmojillrate  the  whole  in  its  utmoft  ri- 
gour, he  deduces  the  following  theorem  from  the  lirll  and  moft 
common  notion  of  mechanics. 

If  two  moveable  points,  aCiuatedby  two  different  forces,  dc- 
fcrnd  by  the  arc  of  a  cycloid,  the  time  of  their  defcent  will  be 
In  the  fubduplicute  reciprocal  ratio  of  their  forces.  It  follows 
riecellavily  from  this,  that  the  aCtion  of  the  fcapement  being 
varied  as  well  as  the  moving  power,  &c.  that  is,  the  powers 
which  actuate  the  pendulums  being  different,  the  time  of  its 
vibrations  mufl  be  equally  varied  in  the  fame  ratios.  But  the 
admirable  difcovery  of  Eugene  would,  on  another  account,  be 
of  little  importance  in  praCtice,  though  we  could  remedy  the 
caufes  of  error ;  for  the  minuter  ofcillations  in  circular  arcs,  as 
thofe  of  the  pendulums  in  clocks,  are  not  lefs  ifochronous  than 
thofe  which  vibrate  in  cycloidal  arcs.  To  perceive  this,  it  is 
©nly  neceflary  to  confider,  that  the  fmallelt  circular  arc  defcrib- 
ed 


Fcntnna  o?t  the  Theory  of  Pendulums ,  i^c»  5^3 

tidby  a  pendulum,  is  the  arc  of  a  circle^  ofcillatory  16  the  cy^ 
cloid,  which  a  pendulum  of  the  fame  length  would  defcribe  if 
it  circuhited  between  cycloidal  cheeks  •,  fo  that  joining  a  very 
fmall  arc  of  a  curve  with  its  ofcilhtory  circle,  the  fmall  ofci!- 
lationsin  thefc  circular  arcs  may  beconfidered  fts  mide  in  cy- 
cloidal arcs,  and  confequently  willbe  isochronous.  The  com- 
mon dcmonflration  of  tliis  problem  in  many  works  is  erroneous  j 
for  it  Tefts  on  this  idea,  that  the  fmalier  arcs  are  the  fime  as 
their  cords  ;  but  when  thefe  terminate  at  one  of  the  extremis 
ties  of  the  vertical  diameter,  they  ought,  according  to  the  de^ 
monftration  of  Galileo,  to  be  palTcd  through  in  the  fame  :ime  ; 
the  ofciliations  in  the  fmalleit  arcs  will  be  confequently  ifo- 
chronous.  But,  remarks  our  author,  thofe  who  realon  in  this 
manner  do  not  reile61:  that  the  very  fmall  arc  contiguous  to  the 
extremity  of  the  vertical  diameter,  though  it  may  be  confounded 
with  its  coid,  is  ftill  in  diiferent  points,  different  in  its  incli- 
nation to  the  horizon  from  the  cord ;  fo  that  with  refpect  to 
its  length,  the  inclination  is  double  that  of  the  cord,  equal  in 
its  middle,  and  vaniHies  at  the  end.  We  now  knowalfo  from 
the  theory  of  the  motion  of  bodies  along  inclined  planes^  that  in 
two  planes  of  the  fame  length,  but  differently  inclined,  the 
time  of  the  defcent  is  in  the  fubduplicate  reciprocal  ratio  of 
the  fine  of  the  inclination.  So  that,  though  the  length  of  the 
little  arc,  next  to  the  inferior  extremity,  be  equal  to  that  of  the 
cord,  yet  the  time  in  which,  by  the  force  of  gravity,  it  dcfcribes 
the  firft,  mufl  be  very  different  from  the  time  employed  in 
paffmg  through  the  iafl. 

In  reality,  from  the  demonftration  given  above,  that  the  low- 
eft  arc  of  a  circle,  while  very  fmall,  is  run  through  in  the  fame 
time  as  the  cycloidal  arc  which  touches  it,  and  knowing,  from 
the  demonftrations  of  Eugene,  the  time  of  the  defcentof  a 
weight  in  a  cycloidal  arc,  it  is  eafily  iliown  that  the  time  of  the 
defcent  through  a  very  fmall  arc,  is  to  the  time  of  the  defcent 
through  the  vertical  diameter,  or  of  the  defcent  through  the 
cord  of  the  arc,  as  the  fquare  of  the  circumference  to  the  dia- 
meter, or  nearly  as  1 1  to  14  :  the  time,  therefore,  of  the  def- 
cent through  a  fmall  arc,  fhould  be  about  one-fifth  lefs  than 
through  the  cord.  We  fhall  fubjoin  Pere  Fontana's  demon- 
llration  of  the  ifochroiiifm  of  very  fmall  circular  arcs* 

*  The  accelerativc  forces  of  a  weight  which  defcends  through 
an  arc  to  the  loweft  point  of  its  vertical  diameter,  are,  from 
the  well-known  theory  of  inclined  planes,  proportional  to  the 
fines  of  the  inclination  of  the  tangents  in  the  fucccffive  points 
of  the  horizontal  arc;  an  inclination  always  meafured  by  the 
remaining  arc,  fo  far  down  as  its  loweft  point.  If,  therefore, 
the  arc  is  very  fmall,  the  fines  may  be  confounded  with  the 
arcs,  and  the  accelerativc  forces  will  be  proportional  to  the  re- 
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maining  arcs. .  But  the  theory  of  the  central  forces  teaches  iif' 
that  a  body  moving  towards  a  fixed  point,  and  being  every  mo- 
ment excited  by  forces  proportional  to  the  diftance  from  this 
point,  reaches  in  ths  fame  time  the  fame  point,  froi^i  whatever 
diftance  it  fets  otT.     Confequently,  &c.' 

.  The  fecond  difcourfe  contains  the  explanation  of  this  law 
of  central  forces,  in  which,  by  a  beautiful  analyfis,  he  explains 
fome  theorems  relating  to  the  laws  of  the  velocity  of  the  times 
and  fpaces  run  through  in  confequence  of  a  power  propor- 
tional to  the  diftance  of  thj  .r-oving  body  from  the  fixed  point. 
He  deduces,  from  thefe  theorems,  not  only  a  very  fimple  de- 
monltration  of  the  ifochronifm  of  cycloidal  arcs,  but  alfo  of 
very  fmail  circular  arcs,  as  the  exprefhon  of  the  abfolute  time 
which  a  weight  employs  in  defcribing  each.  The  confidera- 
tion  of  this  law  of  central  forces Js  not  only  applicable  to  cy*- 
cloidal  ofcillations,  or  very  minute  circular  ones,  fince  Newton 
has  demonftrated  (Principia  lib.  i.  prop.  63,  iii.  9.)  that,  by  a 
necelTary  confequence  of  the  firft  univerfal  law,inverfely  as  the 
fquare  of  tlie  diftances,  this  new  law  may  be  applied  generally 
to  homog«neous  fpheresy  iu  the  defccnt  from  the  fuperficies 
towards  the  centre.  Confequently  ail  terrcftrial  bodies  whicli 
occupy  the  internal  fubftance  of  the  earth,  obey  this  law,  with 
the  variation  arifing  only  from  the  inequality  of  their  denfity. 

Such  is  nearly  the  theory  of  Fontifna,  which  is  equally  accu- 
rate and  elegant.  In  practice,  the  a6Hon  and  conftruftion  of 
the  fcapcment  has  been  the  fubje(3:  of  much  enquiry,  to  obvi- 
ate die  irregularity  originally  riefulting  from  a  kind  of  recoil 
of  the  fwinging  wheel,  and  afterwards  from  friciion,  and  the 
.  mode  of  communicating  the  motion  of  the  pendulum  to  the 
wheel- work-  This  is  one  of  the  great  mylteries  of  modern 
improvements,  and  it  is  compenfated,  we  apprehend,  by  con- 
trivance to  ieiicn  tlie  frij3;ion,  and,  in  fome  meafure,  the  re- 
coiL  But  the  principal  attempt  lias  been  to  render  the  recoil 
tegular  and  conftant,  fo  that  it  may  be  allowed  for  in  other 
parts  of  the  conftrui^Hon.  Artifts,  however,  have  guarded  the 
fecret  with  care,  and  we  can  only  conjeclure,  from  effe61:s, 
what  may  be  very  different  in  theory. 

Hiftoh  e  de  la  Sociite  d£  Medecuiey  des  Aymecs  1786,  1787,  \^ 
1788,  Totiu  Fill.  ^  IX.  (Cmt'muedfrom  Vol  IL  p.  529^ 
New  Arrangement) 

N  the  courfe  of  our  examination  of  thefe  volumes  we  are  now 
arrived  at  the  laft,  which  commences  with  the  ufual  pro- 
gramma,  an  account  oi  prize-queftions,  and  fuccefsful  or  un- 
iuccefsful  competitors.     We  know  no  narrative  fo  generally 
;^ninterefting  to  the  Englifh  readers,  who  rarely,  if  ever,  con- 
tend: 
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tend  for  the  prize.  We  have  referved  our  pages  for  an  account 
0}  the  fuccefsful  diflertations,  of  which  this  volume  almoft  wholly 
confirts.  The  hiftory,  beudes  the  ufual  details,  contains  a  ncvT 
plan  of  the  conllitution  for  medicine  '\v\  France.  Innovations 
a^e  now  common  in  that  kingdom ;  but  this  new  plan  feemsto 
be  drawn  up  witli  great  ability,  and  is  equally  judicious  and 
comprehenfive.  It  relates  to  the  medical  education,  the  prac- 
tice, '  the  police*  of  medicine,  with  the  various  methods  of  af- 
filling  its  progrcfs. 

The  firfl  memoir,  by  M.  GeofFroy,  is  on  the  conftitution  of 
the  years  1787  and  1788,  withadefcriptionof  the  difcafcs  which 
reigned  during  this  period  at  Paris.  l"he  winter  of  1787  was 
mild,  the  froils,  though  conllant,  were  flightj  and  the  days 
warm  and  plcafawt.  In  February  there  were  fome  violent  rains 
and  ftorms  \  but  the  weather  foon  became  again  ferene.  The 
feafon  was  early,  and  promifed  to  be  fruitful ;  but  the  fpring 
was  moift  and  cold  :  the  fires  in  the  hot-houfes  were  lighted  in 
May  and  even  in  June.  In  April  there  were  fevere  frolls ;  May 
was  very  cold  and  wet.  The  fummer  was  a  bad  one  ;  the  wea- 
ther variable,  almoft  always  moift,  and  rather  cold  than  warm. 
There  was  little  fruit,  and  of  a  bad  quality.  In  autumn  the 
rains  alfo  were  frequent,  and  often  continued  :  the  wind  gene- 
rally from'the  weft  andfuuth-weft  or  fouth.  The  temperature 
was  mttd,  and  generally  warm.  At  laft  there  were  fdme  few 
days  oi  froft,  but  not  continued.  The  dileafeSj  fo  far  as  they 
depended  on  the  weather,  were  catarrhs,  internal  inflammations, 
intermittents  and  remittents. 

The  beginning  cf  the  year  1788  was  alfo  very  moift,  but 
mild  :  there  was  little  cold)  very  little  froft,  and  that  not  con- 
fiderable  in  degree.  The  difeafes,  which  were  at  firft  catarr- 
hal, became  afterwards  inflammatory.  The  ipring  was  con- 
ftanily  moift,  fometimes  cold^  but  often  mild,  and  towards  the 
end  fuiHciently  warm.  The  fummer  was  introduced  by  ftormSj 
which  It  is  remarked  often  happen,  when  the  preceding  winter 
has  been  moift  and  rainy.  Catarrhal  fevers,  diarrhoeas,  and 
dyfenteries  were  frequent  in  the  early  part  of  the  fprin?,  in- 
flammations, and  chronic  difeafes  the  efte^ts  of  inflammation, 
iucceedeJ.  The  weather  6i  the  fummer  was  va?riab!e  :  at  firft 
cool,  it  foon  became  more  mild,  but  accompanied  with  frequent 
ftorms  and  much  rain.  On  the  i  ith  and  12th  of  July  the  heat 
was  exccflivc,  and  a  moft  violent  tcmpeft,  attended  with  the 
hioft  deftru'3:ive  hail,  was  the  confequence.  The  difeafes, 
which  depended  moft  o\\  the  weather,  were  either  catarrhal  or 
rheumatic.  Inflammations  in  the  throat,  and  fevers  of  the  in- 
termittent and  remittent  kind  were  alfo  common.  The  au- 
tumn was  remarkable  for  the  rigour  of  the  cold,  and  the  dry- 
flefs  of  the  feafon  :  if  fome  days  of  fnow  be  excepted,  there  was 
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not  a  drop  of  rain  for  the  whole  thi^e  months.  It  was  a  vtrj 
healthy  period ;.  rheumatic  pains,  and  the  intcrmittcnts  were  the 
moft  common  complaints. 

The  memoirs  which  obtained  the  prize  for  the  following 
Cjueftion  arc  fubjoined — ^To  determine  the  caufes  of  the  aph- 
thous difeafcy  known  by  the  name  of  muguet,  millet,  and  blan- 
chety  to  which  inhmts,  particularly  when  collected  in  liofpitals, 
are  iiibje<^,  from  the  firlt  to  the  third  or  fourth  month,  of  their 
age.  What  are  the  fymptoms,  what  Is  its  nature,  and  what  are 
the  prefer vativc  or  curati-vc  methods  of  management  and  treat- 
ment?' The  firft  prize  was  gained  by  M.  Sanponts,  phyfician 
at  Barcelona;  the  iccond  by  M.  Auvity,  furgeon  at  Paris;  the 
third  by  M.  Vande  Wimperfle,  phyfician  at  Leyden;  the 
fourth  by  M.  Gadfo  Coopmans,  phyfician  at  Franeker,  The 
firft  accdfit  v/as  gained  by  M,  Arneman,  phyfician  at  Got- 
tingen-y  a^id  the  fccond  by  M.  Lebrecht-Fred-BeMg-LentinJ* 
The  d i  lie r tat  ion  of  each-  author  is  fiibjoined>  aiKl  we  fhall  no- 
tice each  in  i-ts  order. 

The  ^j:{^  memoir  is,  undoubtedly,  in  the  opinion  of  the  $o~ 
ciet}^  the  hcfi?.  M,  Sanponts,  after  fome  judicious  observations 
on  the  u-tility  of  liofpitals  for  the  pttrpofe  of  examinii^  the  na- 
ture of  difcafes,  and  the  allowanceSy  which  muft  be  made  frpm 
the  various  circimiflaiices  in  their  conilruclion,  proceed^  to  de- 
fcribe  the  fituasion.  of  the  city  where  he  praclifcs  (Biircelona)^ 
as  wcM  as  the  fymptoms  and  cure  of  the  difcafc-,  and  in  the  fe- 
cond  part  compares  tlie  difeafe,^  as  it  occurs  in  the  hofpitalof 
Vaugirard  at  Paris,  with'  that  which  he  has  defcribed. 

The  d*ef:rrption  of  Barcelona  deferves  attention,  as  a  fubfec^ 
oi  mcdicaHopograph-Vy  but  it  offers  little  elucidation  of  the  diC- 
leafe  before  us.  It  is  ev identify  the  thruHi  of  this  country  in  it* 
acutcfl:  form^  pa-fling  from  the  mouth  into  the  flomach  where 
^Vom  the  forcnefs  felt  externally,  it  feems  ta  be  particularly  vio- 
lent. It  is  certainly  a  febrile  difeafe,and  therefore  called^  moi^i 
anaccotmtably,  by  our  author,  foda  miliarls  infantum :  foda  is  the* 
pyrofiS  of  modern  nofologcfts,  almoft  always  a  ehionic,aiid  ge- 
acrally  a  fpafmodic  difeafe. 

Our  author  proceeds  to  the  cauf^y  and,  after  fome  embar- 
raffmcrkt,  objections  flarted  to  be  overturnedy  and  difficulties 
raifcd  to  be  concriierecF,  he  confiders  the  difeafe  as  arifir^  from 
impure  air,  joined  to  an  acid  in  the  ftomach.  There  isy  how- 
ever ;  a  Httle  inconfiftency,  even  in  his  own  account.  One 
l^art  of  the  cau^e  is  fuppcfed  to  be  owing  to  the  diet  of  the  pa- 
rents y  for  the  common  fort,  among  whom  the  difeafe  is  moft 
vVequent,  feed-on  falted  fiih,with  rancid  oil,  and  fimilar  putrei^ 
^cnt  fubftances.  But  this  is  evidently  inconilflent  with  a  too* 
grea;t  acfcency  of  the  milk,  and  can  only  operate  by  rendering 
"Jtwr  perfpiratory  anl  other  exhalations  more  putrid,  or  the  con- 
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Hitntion  more  weak.  In  reality,  ttie  acid  in  the  ftomach  is 
peculiar  to  the  iniantile  conftitation,  and  the  caufe  muft  be 
wholly  foul  air  and  putrefcent  exhalations:  the  otiier  was  only 
inventcU  to  explain  the  prad>ice. 

The  period  of  the  difc^e  is  uncert^ln :  it  continwcs  fr-om 
the  fourth  to  the  fourtee-nth  day.  In  fummer,  and  in  fcor- 
butic  habits,  it  proceeds  more  gently  and  flowly,  fo  as  to  be 
Cometimcs  almoft  chronic.  It  becomes  generally  fatal  by  a  ter- 
mination in  gangrene,  and  the  worft  confequences  are  obferved 
by  reprefling  the  eruption,  particularly  the  puftulci,  which  ex- 
tend from  the  extremity  of  the  reftum  round  the  nates,  by  fa- 
turnine  applications.  The  cure  is  cmbarrafled  by  the  fame  dif- 
Acuities  as  the  caufcs.  At  lad  the  wh-oJe  is  almoft  confined  to 
magnefia,  joined  with  free  air^  and  the  moft  careful  attention  ta 
cleanliirefs.  Though  we  have  rarely  had  occafion  to  fee  the 
difeafe  in  the  worft  Hate,  we  <:an  eafily  conceive,  that  gentle 
refrigerants,  demulcents,  and  medicines  which  promote  an  eafy 
perfpiration  without  heat,  or  occaiionally  a  little  of  the  baik, 
ou'^ht  to  be  added.  The  only  application  to  the  anus  recom- 
mended, isv  magnefia.  To  the  mouth  nothing  is  applied.  In 
the  malignant  aphthae  bark  is  mentioned,  but  laid  to  have  little 
effea. 

In  the  fee  Olid  part,  as  v/e  have  obferved,  the  author  com- 
pares the  difeafe  at  Barcelona  with  that  which  occurred  in  the 
hofpitM  at  Vaugirard.  In  the  latter,  the  malignity  is  greater; 
but,  in  this  the  froth  round  the  mouth  and  the  hiccup,  which 
occurred  among  the  children  at  Barcelona,  are  not  mentioned. 
Our  author  enters  into  fome  difquifitions  on  the -effeas  of  the 
perfpiration  in  mcphytizing  the  air.  He  mentions  fome  fa6ts, 
to  (how  that  women  infect  the  atmofphere  more  than  men. 
With  fome  exceptions,  we  think  this  not  true,  and  the  princi- 
pal fact  alledged,  feems  onJy  to  fhow  that  the  conditutions  of 
women  are  fooneft:  affected  by  putrid  air.  In  fevers  we  think 
we  have  feen  all  the  putrid  fymptoms  more  frequentfy  mild  ini 
females.  Children  it  is  very  evident,  from  various  confidera- 
tions,  fome  of  which  are  fpecified  in  the  Irifh  Tranfa6tions,  in 
the  firft  Number  of  our  new  fourth  volume,  are  foonerafteded 
by  clofc  and  impure  air  than  adults.  The  weakeft  children  are 
fooned  injured,  and,  in  this,  we  fee  fome  connection  between 
the  difeafe  and  an  acidity  in  the  ftomach,  for  the  weakeft  chil- 
dren are  moit  fubjecSt  to  the  latter.  The  ftrength  of  the  nurfe 
too  has  fome  influence  on  this  point,  but  we  cannot  agree  with 
our  author,  thatacefccnt  food  is  improper.  This  opinion  he  fup- 
ports  in  oppofition  to  M.  Doublet,  the  author  of  the  defcription 
of  the  difeafe  as  it  occurred  at  Vaugirard.  He  is,  indeed,  cor- 
rect, when  he  remarks,  that  in  all  difcuflions  or  this  kind,  the 
conllitution  and  way  of  life  of  the  nurfe  muft  be  confidered  ; 
and  that,  ia  the  Vaugirard,  they  feem  to  i^ilow  a  too  acid  and 
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acefcept  diet,  as  almofl:  all  the  women  who  come  there  are  al-r 
ready  greatly  weakened  by  poverty  and  want.  He  adds  a  fin- 
gular  t"a6t,  that  the  milk  of  the  European  women  in  Java  is 
acrid  aiid  bitter  :  itdifagrees  with  the  children,  which  are  there- 
fore ufually  fuckled  by  black  nurfes.  This  fadt  is  taken  from 
^e  Memoirs  ot  the  Academy  of  Sciences,   1707. 

7  he  difv-^afe  is,  in  cur  author's  opinion,  contagious;  but  not 
hi>^hly  fo,  and  children  not  expofed  to  the  occafional  caufes,  will 
be  affected  only  from  very  familiar  intercourfc.    At  the  fame 
.  time  it  feems  equally  clear,  that  it  may  appear  without  conta- 
gion, and  independent  of  the  cfFc6ls  of  a  croud-ed  hofpital.     It 
is  not,   M.  Sanponts  thinks,  a  malignant  difeafe,  though,  from 
,  complication  and  other  circumftances,  it  may  become  iuch  :  it 
has  no  conn.ccticn  with  fyphilis.     Our  author  next  proceeds  to 
the  prophylaxis,  which   he  explains  with  great  minutenefs  and 
propriety  :   the  avoiding  damps,  too  much  heiTt,  tooclofe  rooms, 
a  diet  faultily  ace(c:ent,  or  putrefcent,  the   deprcfling  paflion>^ 
among  whicti^  he  mentions  a  conftraint  put  on  the  nurfe,  to  avoia 
all  communicatio]!   v\  ith   her  hufband,  are  explained  at   fome 
length.     Among  the  medical  prophylactics  are  mentioned  ant- 
acids and  fapor.aceous  medicine?,  with  fome  precautions  leif  the 
latter  fhould  be  carried  too  far.      Jhefe  ore  combined  in  Boer- 
haave's  antacid  mixture.    If  all  prophyla6tics  fail,  we  may  have, 
he   thinks,    recourfe   to  innoculation,   for  the  difeafe  feldom, 
he   obferves,    occurs    tv/ice    in    the  fame    child  ;    but    this, 
he   addb,,  is  an  ideal  and  almolt  an  Utopian  plan.     We  may 
confider,  in  the  fame  light,  another  remedy,  ufed  as  a  prophy- 
l;iciic  and  a  curative  one,  the  application  of  cupping-glalTes  to 
i\\t  nates. 

M.  Auvlty's  memoir  is  more  judicious  and  prad^ical :  had  we 
been  judges,  it  would  have  received  the  firft  prize.  He  begins 
•  with  meiuicning  the  authors  v/ho  have  treated  of  aphtha,  but 
has  omitted  fome  able  writers  on  the  fubje6t,  particularly 
Ketelaer.  It  is  a  d'feafe  more  common,  he  fays,  in  hof- 
puals  than  in  private  houfes,  and  attacks  from  die  third  to  the 
eighth  day  after  birth  :  when  the  experiment  was  tried  in  the 
foundling  hofpital  at  Paris,  to  bring  up  children,  without  fuck- 
ling,  all  tbe.iijfants  were  infedled  with  the  complaint  before  the 
loch  day.  Seven  often  generally  died;  but,  v^hen  the  method 
was  changed,  feven  of  ten,  infected  with  aphtha,  recovered.  In 
the  malignant  aphths,  aimoft  all  who  were  infeded  died.  The 
difeafe  is  defcribed  in  its  different  forms  of  dilfind,  confluent, 
and  malignant,  v/ith  great  accuracy. 

The  caufes  are  too  great  heat,  milk  depraved  by  bad  habits, 
rnd  the  difeafcs  of  the  nurfe  ;  milk,  from  its  age,  not  fuffi- 
liently  laxative  to  carry  off  the  meconium  ;  too  putrid  or  con- 
fined air  :  but  thefe  are,  in  our  author's  opinion,  only  excit- 
j/)g  caufes,  or  fuch  as  increafe  the  yioieace  and  the  malignity  ©f 
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tihe  dlfeafc.  Putrid  or  clofe  air,  he  endeavours  to  /how,  can- 
not be  confidered  as  a  caufe,  for  holpitals,  cxprcfsJy  buiJt  with 
a  view  to  avoid  this  inconvenience,  have  not  beeii  found  to  pre- 
ferve  infants  from  it ;  and  thofe,  fuckled  in  private  houfes, 
have  not  efcaped  better  :  befides,  that  even  in  the  ciofcil:  hofpi^ 
tals,  the  difeafe  does  not  always  appear.  It  may,  on  the  other 
fide,  be  remarked,  that  the  new  hofpitals  have  been  erected  in 
cities,  and  the  private  nurfes  have  been  ieldom  chofen  in  a  coun- 
try place,  without  theinconvenicnce  of  a  crouJed  family.  Yet, 
as  the  difeafe  will  certainly  occur  in  tne  moll  favourable  cir- 
cumftances,  we  mull  aJ-nit  that  it  fometimes  arifv^s  from  a  fpe- 
cific  contagion :  it  will  certainl}-  alfo  proceed  from  occafional 
cauf?s.  We  remember  it  epidemic  at  a  latin  fchool,  among 
boys,  who  had  no  other  communication  than  fitting  together 
Ibme  hours  of  the  day  in  a  remarkably  large  airy  room,  with 
windows  not  in  the  beft  repair,  or  playing  together  in  the  open 
air.  It  was  different  in  degree,  but  in  no  peribn  malignant ; 
and  thofe  who  efcaped  did  not  amount  to  one  in  thirty.  The 
activity  of  the  coiUagion,  M.  Auvity  tells  us,  is  not  confider- 
able,  and  its  bounds  not  extenfive. 

The  prophylactic  method  is  fuHiciently  evident  from  the 
caufes,  and,  in  the  curative,  our  author  gives  occafionaliy  flight 
antimonial  emetics,  keeps  the  bowels  free,  recommends  Boer- 
haave's  antacid  mixture,  and  orders  either  mildly  refrigerant 
lohocs  and  gargle?,  or  mucilaginous  ones,  iharpened  (too  often, 
perhaps,  as  it  will  give  pain)  v.'ith  the  vitriolic  acid.  In  the 
malignant  aphrh:e,  he  orders  the  warmer  antifeptic  gargles. — 
The  whole  is  concluded  with  his  plan  of  regulating  hofpitals 
for  children.     It  is  clear,  correct,  and  judicious. 

The  third  prize  was  allotted  toM.  WimperfTe.  Hedefcribes 
the  difeafe,  and,  among  other  qucltion?;,  conddsrs  one  which 
we  were  furprifed  had  not  been  before  attended  to — the  con- 
nection of  aphth'.e  with  miliary  eruptions.  He  thinks,  with 
great  propriety,  that  they  are  very  nearly  conne^Sted,  as  well  as 
that  aphthae  are  generally  a  critical  depofition.  To  the  lift  of 
caufes  our  author  adds  little  :  among  the  predifpofmg  caufes  he 
reckons,  fecmingly  without  fufHcient  reafon,  jaundice  and  im- 
perforated anus.  In  the  prognofis  and  the  cure  alio,  common 
facts  are  detailed  with  too  much  pomp  and  parade.  He  is  par- 
ticularly careful  to  guard  againft  the  repulfion  of  aphthae,  and 
his  gargles  are  more  cooling  and  mc^re  mildly  detcrfive  than 
thofe  of  his  competitors.  That  part  of  the  cure  alfo  which  re- 
lates to  the  mitigation  of  fymptoms,  is  detailed  very  advanta- 
geoully. 

The  fourth  prize,  we  have  faid,  was  allotted  to  M.  Coop, 
mans,  phylician  at  Franeker,  and  his  efTay  follows.  In  the  hrft 
parr,  he  is  more  diftufe  than  his  competitors  in  his  attempt  to 
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afcertain  the  meaning  in  which  the  ancient  authors  ufcd  the 
term  aphtha?.  It  is  well  known  that  they  were  not  accurate  ia 
their  language;  applyirg  the  name  occafionally  to  fpreading 
ibres,  perhaps  Icorbutic  ones,  andfometimes  to  the  white  pim- 
ples in  the  mouth.  This  part  of  his  work  contains  many  proofs 
of  extenfivc  medical  erudition.  The  dcfcription  of  the  aphtha?, 
which  follows,  is  alfo  very  full.  In  this  pait  he  is  greatly  in- 
debted to  Ketelacr,  who  praclifcd  in  Zealand,  where  the  difeafe 
is  epidemic,  and  whofe  work  on  that  fubjuil  is  a  lingularly  judi- 
cious and  practical  one.  The  diagnofis  and  fy-mptoms  follow, 
and  this  author  points  out  more  fully  tha.i  his  predcceHbrs  the 
connection  of  the  difeafe  with  debilitv.  Sordcs,  and  perhaps 
ulcerations  in  the  mouth,  he  tells  us,  are  produced  by  an  ex- 
halation from  the  arteries,  and  from  vj.pciiis  arihng  from  the 
breaft  and  ftomach.  This  lafl  idea,  which  is  not  perhaps  very 
applicable  to  the  difeafe  in  queiiion,  our  author  purfues  a  little 
too  tlofely  in  Hippocrates  and  Galen,  and  confounds  the  inqui- 
namenra  li,igu«  with  a  critical  eruption  ;  the  fur  colledcd  on 
the  extern:.!  ;  art  with  the  matter  furniihed  from  within.  In 
icverf,  he  connders  apthae  as  owing  to  a  How  imperfect  crifis, 
but  the  fubjed  to  which  he  ought  to  have  coniined  himfelf  was 
the  apthous  fever  of  infants.  On  this  account  alfo  the  caufes^ 
adducejare  not  very  applicable  to  the  difeafe  of  which  he  was 
to  treat.  The  immediate  caufe  is,  in  his  opinion,  the  various 
acrimony  accumulated  in  the  child's  conflitution  during  gefla- 
tior^,  added  to  the  repreihon  of  the  perfpi ration  from  cold  air. 
On  this  ground  he  explains  the  reafon  of  aphthae  being  more 
frequent  in  the  riorthein  regions,  why  children  and  old  people; 
are  more  fabje6i:  to  the  difeafe,  as  well  as  thofe  collected  in  a 
crouded  habitation,  or  in  holpitals.  In  this  point  too,  he  foU 
lows  Ketelaer,  rather  than  the  queflion  before  him  :  the  caufe 
O'  children  in  hoipitals  .being  chiefly  aft'ected  are,  i.  the  ge- 
neral caufes  of  aphthne  being  more  prevalent  in  fuch  places  ; 
?id'y.  the  flatc  o.  the  air  in  aofpitalsi  and  3dly,  to  the  unufual 
diet.  Kctdaer  l;as  furniihed  our  author  with  fome  very  juft 
prcgnoftics,  and  judicious  obfervations  on  the  method  of  cure. 
The  laft  part,  hov\ever,  furnillies  little  novelty,  except  that 
cur  aurhor  conliders  aphth;E  as  fometimes  returning,  in  confe- 
qucnce  of  debility,  and  is  a  little  more  free  iii  the  ufe  of  bark 
than  his  competitufs.  The  place  where  he  praftifes,  and  the 
^lafure  of  the  difeafes,  vvitn  which  he  is  particularly  convcr- 
fant,  may  l.ave  led  him  ^Ifo  to  the  more  frequent  employment 
C!.''th:i  medicine. 

Of  the  two  acce/Hts,  the  firfl  by  A4.  Arneman  of  Gottin- 
g^n,  is  by  much  the  beth  Aphthas  he  coniiders  as  an  exanthe- 
matous  eruption,  connected  with^  butAOt  wholly  depending  on 

acrimony 
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acrimony  in  the  prima  viae.  Clofe  confined  air  he  feems  to 
ji;?glcLl  as  a  cautl".  In  the  cure,  he  recomni-Mids  rhubarb  join- 
ed with  n-'.iigiiefia  :  manna  he  fuppofes  will  be  injurious  by  the 
acid  fermentation  to  which  fwccts  arc  iubjecl.  Glyliers  of  a 
dcco(Si:ion  of  the  roots  ofgramen  caninum,  bardana,  taraxacum, 
grots,  pearl-barlcy,  &c.  are  recommended.  The  drinks  are  t3 
be  mild  and  demubent ;  the  juice  of  rape-feed,  of  carrots  witii 
honey  of  rofes,  and  decoclions  of  the  milder  and  more  mucila- 
ginous plants.  Different  medicines  of  the  laxative  kind  are 
advifcd  alio  to  be  given  to  the  mother.  The  gargles  are  chiefly 
of  the  cooling  mucilaginous  kind,  occafionally  ftiarpened  with 
fpirit  of  vitriol.  Our  author  next  treats  of  the  malignant  aph- 
thrc  of  hofpitals,  a  difeaie  different  only  in  degree  from  the  com- 
mon aphtha.  Thefe  he  afcribes  to  the  negleci  and  want  of  at- 
tention in  evacuating  the  early  acrimonies,  and  to  the  manner 
in  which  infants  are  fuckled  and  treated  in  hofpitals.  The  beft 
milk  for  an  infant,  if  a  nurfe  cannot  be  procured,  is  that  of  an 
afs;  vind,  in  the  prophylaStic  treatment,  he  depends  much  on 
Ix^i:^  air.  In  the  malignant  aphthoe,  the  treatment  is  not  eflen- 
tially  different  from  that  of  the  milder  difeafe.  Laxatives  ar» 
more  particulaily  infifted  on,  and  v/arm  tonics  ufej  in  the  gar- 
gles. A  peculiar  formula  is  given,  in  v/hich  the  Japan  earth  is 
boiled  \n  8  times  the  quantity  of  lime-wafer;  and  to  8  ounces 
20  grains  offaccharum  faturni  arc  added  with  two  ounces  of 
mel  rofarum.  The  patient  is  to  drink  a  fpoonful  every  hour. 
Above  a  grain  of  faturni  is  thus  given  in  each  dofe,  to  a  child !  The 
differtation  is  concluded  by  fome  account  of  aphthae  in  adults. 

The  author  of  the  laff  acceilit  adds  little  to  our  knowledge. 
The  difeafe  he  confiders  as  wholly  owing  to  a  neglect  of  clean- 
linefs,  both  iiiternal  and  external,  and  he  is  opinion  that  in  na 
cafe  is  there  any  previous  {zmzx.  His  mode  of  treatcnent  con- 
iitts  in  regularly  bathing  the  child,  clearing  its  flomach  and 
bowels,  and  wafhing  its  mouth  with  rain-wat^r,  to  which  a 
qu:;rtv,T  part  of  Rhenifh  wine  is  added.  The  cure  is  conducted, 
in  the  ufual  way  j  but  he  advifes  the  bark  to  be  given  with  the 
extract  of  logwood,  and  fome  borax  in  a  mucilaginous  decoc- 
tion.    His  formula  is  very  neat  and  elegant. 

The  other  prize-memoirs  in  this  volume  we  (hall  examine 
on  a  future  ocrafion.  It  may  perhaps  require  an  apology  to 
have  been  fo  copi.-^us  on  one  difeafe;  but  we  thought  it  of  im- 
portance to  coUe_t  ihe  opinions  of  many  able  practitioners  on 
this  fut^jecl,  as  tlie  medical  vrorks  of  x\\t  continent  feldom 
reach  the  Englilh  reader.  A  judicious  compilation  from  thefe 
Tix  effays  would  be  a  very  acceptable  prefent  tQ  the  Englifh  prac- 
titioners, 

Lttttre 
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Latere  F'lfico  Metcorologichc.  —  Fhyfico-mcieordogical  Letters 
from  the  celebrated  PhllofaphcrSy  Senebiery  de  Sa^JJiirey  and 
Toaldoy  With  the  Replies  of  Antonio  Maria  Fa£alliy  Profcf- 
for  c.f  Ph'ilofophy  at  TortotWy  Fclloiv  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Sciences^  l^c.     Turin,  at  die  Royal  I^efs. 

^T* HOUGH  wc  have  had  occafion  to  notice  fome  palTages  of 
-*•  tliis  ccrrelpondence  in  our  progrelFive  accounts  of  the  im- 
provements in  philofophy,  yet  we  think  it  of  importance  to 
jook  at  it  more  clofely ;  for,  thcugli  tlie  Letters  feem  to  relate 
to  one  point,  yet,  on  the  wh.ole,  they  contain  an  excellent 
treatifc  or  meteorological  cle£iricity,  M.  VaiTalli  publifhcd  at 
Turin,  in  1786,  his  memoir  on  the  ball  of  fire  itfiw  in  the  air, 
from  that  city  in  1784.  Copies  of  this  memoir  were  fent  to 
the  naturalifts  mentioned  in  the  title,  and,  in  order  to  eluci- 
chte  the  fubjeO:,  they  fuggtlled  doubts,  which  M.  VafTallien- 
^eavoiirs  to  anfwer.  As  the  meteor  was  feen  sifo  at  Turin, 
pcneva,  and  in  Switzerland,  it  muft  have  been  very  high  in 
tlie  atmofphere,  and,  as  the  author  feemed  to  be  of  opinion 
that  it  v.'as  cccafioncd  by  combuilion,  M.  Senebier  cbferves, 
that  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  air  is  fuHiciently  pure,  or  in  a 
proper  quantity  at  that  height,  to  fupport  fo  ardent  a  flame. 
The  abbe  replies,  that  we  mull  diilinguilli  the  ufaal  combuf- 
tion  of  jbodies  within  our  reach,  from  the  iimple  appearance 
ti  the  igneous  principle.  Though  we  cannot  obtain  the  firil 
jn  a  very  rarefied  air,  the  fccond  may  occur,  for  he  adds,  the 
great  elevation  of  the  meteor  (liovv's,  that  it  cannot  be  occa^f 
fioned  by  the  ufual  combinations  of  oily  or  inflammable  mat- 
ter ;  but  there  is,  on  the  other  hand,  no  inconfiftency  in  fup- 
pofing  it  owing  to  an  electrical  inflammation,  fince  the  va- 
cuum, in  which  a  candle  will  no  longer  burn,  has  no  eti^c£l  on 
the  brilliancy  of  an  eieclrica}  fpark.  Yet,  fince  tlie  eleclrical 
fluid,  as  appears  from  the  experiments  made  in  a  vacuum,  has 
a  tendency  to  fly  ofi-j  M.  Senebier  is  not,  he  fays,  aware,  how 
in  fuch  rarefied  air,  it  can  unite  and  form  a  globe,  and  afks 
what  matter  it  can  be  which,  at  fo  great  a  height,  can  be 
charged  with  ele(!itricity  ? 

.  M.  Vaflalli  replies,  that  we  certainly  do  not  fee  eleclrical 
^notions  in  an  exhaufled  receiver,  becaufe  there  is  no  air  to 
confine  the  fluid ;  but  the  air  being  more  pure  7X  this  lieight, 
retains  the  electricity  in  proportion  to  its  purity,  and  rciiiis, 
confequcntly,  the  (Uftufion.  If  tlicreiore  it  is  cqndeyfed  by 
any  caufe  in  one  part  of  the  atrnofpherc,  this  refiitance  on 
every  fide  v/ill  induce  it  to  alTume  7\,  Ipherical  form.  But,  he 
?.dds,  there  is  no  great  cccafion  for  iuppofing  this  meteor  fo 
high  :  the  difl'erent  places  are  not  very  diflant,  and  v/e  do  not 
know  whether  it  was  fccn  at  the  fame  time. 

The 
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The  ball  having  run,  in  a  very  fhort  time,  through  a  vaft 
tradl  of  air,  M.  Senebier  aiks  how  the  matter,  charged  with 
eleclricity,  Ihould  allow  it  to  be  fo  long  in  its  efcape,  and  how, 
the  metec^r  being  fo  high,  a  noife  could  be  heard  as  it  palled 
along  ?  This,  he  thinks^  mult  be  caufed  by  the  heat  of  the  air. 
To  this,  our  author  obierves,  that  if  a  body,  fliining  with  its 
own  light,  lofes  any  of  its  fubitance,  it  is  in  fo  fmall  a  quan- 
tity as  not  to  be  fenfible.  Therefore  the  ball,  though  contir 
nually  lofing  of  its  matter,  preferved  its  form  and  apparent 
fize.  The  air  ftill  retained  it  hi  a  great  degree,  or  it  would 
have  at  once  cfcaped,  as  it  at  laft  did,  when  it  was  in  a  dif- 
ferent medium.  From  this  our  author  proceeds  to  the  com- 
mon theory  of  the  propagatioti  of  found,  and  obferv6s,  fup- 
pollng  the  explofition  to  be  of  the  ilronger  kind,  its  force  will 
diminilh  in  proportion  to  the  height  of  the  globe  •,  but  it  will 
not  be  infenfibie,  for,  while  the  medium  is  capdoie  of  reftrainr 
ing  the  ele£lrical  fluid,  it  mull  be  ftippoied  to  have  fome  den- 
fity.  If,  on  the  contrary,  die  heat  of  iVit  air  produced  the 
found,  it  would  have  remained  longer,  in  proportion  to  the 
track  of  air  that  the  meteor  run  through  :  the  noife  was,  how- 
ever, momentaneous,  which  Ihows  that  it  was  occaiioned  by  a 
fmart  effufion  of  the  electrical  fluid,  which  difpiaced  the  air 
with  gre^t  impctuofity,  and  produced  a  buzzing  found,  or  an 
interrupted  hifling. 

M.  Sennebier,  unwilling  to  allow  that  the  fame  eleflrical 
fluid  which  occafions  aurora;  boreales  can  be  the  caufe  of  the 
ball  of  lire,  as  our  author  conilantly  maintained  in  his  memoir, 
obfeivcd  that  the  Genevan  obfervers,  fent  by  Ruflia  to  obferve 
the  pafllige  of  Venus  in  Siberia  and  Lapland,  where  the  au- 
ror?e  boreales  are  brilliant,  and  (ccn  every  night,  could  never 
find  their  conduftors  in  the  leall  aflecled  during  the  grcateft 
fplendor  of  the   aurora.     The  abbe  replies,,  that  this  proves 
nothing ;   for  many  circumftances,  either  connected  with  the 
nature  of  the  conductor  or  the  qualities  of  the  atmofphere, 
will  prevent  their  action.     The   atmofphere,  highly  ele61:ric 
above,  may  not  communicate  any  Ihare  of  it  to  the  inferior 
flrata  of  air,  or  the  communication  may  be  impeded  by  a  (tra- 
tum  of  air  which  dpes  not  contain  any  conducting  vapours* 
M.  V^anfwinden's  opinion,  that  aurorne  boreales  have  no  con- 
nexion with  ele<Stricity,  which   Senebier  adduces,  is  of  little 
importance;  fince  that  philolbpher'a  doctrines  are  not  always 
jult:  the  abbe  inltances,  among  the  herefies  of  Vanlwinden, 
his  doctrine  that  electrics  per  fe  become   condu£tors,  when 
-pulvcrifed,  and  the  contrary  ;  that  eie*Stricity,  by  its  own  ex-* 
pan  five  force,  cannot  be  diflufcd  in  a  vacuum  ;  that  phlogifloii 
»nd  the  ele6trical  fluid  are  the  fame.     He  fliows  too,  that  the 
obfervations  of  this  author  deltroy  the  analogy  between  mag- 
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netifm  and  the  aurort  borealis,  dr^wn  from  fome  phasnomena, 
he  adds,  *  v/hich  fo  far  from  making  me  doubt  of  the  truth  of 
my  opinion,  confirm  me  in  't*  The  abbe  next  proceeds  xo 
refute  the  fyflcm  of  IVl.  Mairan,  which  Senebier  had  oppofed 
to  his.  *  Jf,  fays  he,  to  account  for  an  infinity  of  circum- 
flances  which  attend  a  phcenomeiiou,  on  fome  given  principles, 
be  a  demonflration  that  it  depends  on  the  principle  eftabhilied, 
I  would  call  M.  Mairan's  theory  a  demonftration.  But,  in 
l^hilofophy,  as  well  as  every  thing  elfe,  truth  cannot  be  con- 
trary to  itfelf,  and  we  mud  confequently  rejeft,  as  an  idle  hy- 
pothefis,  whatever  is  oppofed  by  a  pofitive  fa61.'  It  is  remark- 
able, that  the  abbe  Vailalli  has  not  noticed  the  hypothelis  of 
the  abbe  Hell,  on  the  aurone  borcales,  which  would  have  fo 
greatly  aihlled  his  argument  \  or  that  he  fhould  have  followed 
fo  clofely  Mariottc's  eilimation  of  the  height  of  the  atmof- 
phere,  when  there  are  fo  many^obfervat-ions  of  balls  of  fire  be- 
ing obferved,  at  the  fame  time,  in  very  diftant  place;;.  There 
was  a  remarkable  one  in  a  late  volume  of  the  Phllofophical 
Tranfa<3ions ;  and  the  aurora,  which  appeared  the  19th  of 
0<2:ober  1726,  was  i<:^\\  at  the  fame  time  at  Mofcow,  Peterf- 
hurg,  Warfaw,  Rome,  Paris,  and  Lifbon,  the  diilance  of  an 
arc  more  than  45  degrees  iii  extent. 

M.  Senebier,  obfcrving  tliat  the  meteor  in  queflion  pafTed 
on  flowly  in  a  right  line',  doubts  whether  it  could  depend  on 
electricity,  as  the  electrical  flafhcs  are  very  rapid,  and  pafs  on 
jn  a  ferpentine  form.  To  this  the  abbe  replies,  that  if  we  at- 
tend to  the  different  experiments,  made  to  determine  the  ve- 
locity of  the  electrical  iire,  we  fliall  find  it  in  proportion  to  the 
conducting  power  of  the  medium  in  which  it  moves,  and  we 
cannot  call  its  aCtion  inftantaneous,  through  a  fpace  of  2000 
toifes,  as  fome  pretend.  We  fee  then,  according  to  the  differ- 
ent difpofitions  of  air,  the  eleCtrical  fire  runs  with  different  ve- 
locity, and,  from  this,  can  explain  the  velocity  of  different 
meteors,  *  If,  adds  cur  author,  the  air  v.'hich  may  intervene 
between  two  clouds-be  capable  of  confining  the  eleCtrical  fluid  5 
if  the  fluid  ccndenfcd  at  the  extremity  of  the  body,  in  which  it 
is  about  to  pafs,  is  in  fufficient  quantity  to  overcome  the  re- 
filling medium,  it  appears  in  the  form  of  a  ftar :  if  the  refifl-  ' 
^vlc^  is  weaker,  and  the  fluid  not  in  fufficient  quantity  to  form 
ailar,  it  will  prefect  different  lucid  rays,  according  to  the  re- 
finance which  it  experiences,  and  according  to  the  figures  of 
the  body  from  which  it  paffes  and  which  it  enters.  If  we  fee 
it  pafs  fcroctimes  in  a  ferpentine  form,  it  arifes  from  the  qua- 
}ity  of  \\\t  medium  through  which  it  paffes  from  one  condudor 
to  another. 

M.  Senebier  ftill  has  his  doubts;  and  he  explains  them  with 
great  propriety  and  grc;U  judgmciU.  '  J.  As  the  electric  fluid 
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continues  compacled  in  a  condenfed  air,  and  expands  in  a  ra- 
refied air,  taking  the  figure  of  the  veflels  whicli  contain  it,  it 
feems  highly  improbable  that  globes,  or  meteors  of  a  definite 
figure,  (liould  be  formed  of  this  fluid  in  regions  fo  elevated. 
2.  By  diminiflung  the  quantity  of  the  vapours  in  the  air,  \i\ 
proportion  as  it  becomes  rarer,  it  is  evident  that  the  quantity 
of  electricity,  M'hich  can  only  be  carried  into  thefe  high  re- 
gi(>n9  by  vapours,  mufl  be  very  fmall.  3.  If  we  fuppofe  that 
the  eledlric  fluid  is  the  matter  of  thefe  globular  meteors,  \vc 
fiiall  ftiil  want  a  fpark  to  inflame  them.  In  a  clear  fky,  there 
arc  no  clouds  for  this  purpofe,  yet  meteors  are  generally  ob- 
ferved  in  the  fereneft  atmofphere  :  the  light  of  the  .meteors  too 
is  very  different  from  lightening,  or  electrical  fparks  in  a  va- 
cuum. 4.  It  feems  improbable  that  the  ele£trical  fluid  can  be 
in  an  infulated  ftate,  in  the  atmofphere,  efpecially,  when  air 
is  dry.  If  a  cloud  is  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  dry  air,  thus 
electrified,  why  will  it  abforb  part  and  not  the  whole  of  the 
cledtricity  ?  Is  not  the  whole  of  a  charge  communicated  to  a. 
conductor,  though  it  can  only  tranfmit  a  part  ?  How  does  the 
electricity  pafs  through  a  dry  atmofphere  ?  Between  its  pores, 
c>r  in  any  other  way.  6.  Do  you  believe  that  the  electrical 
fluid  rifes  to  an  indefinite  height,  or  that  it  is  carried  only  in 
the  atmofphere,  where  the  vapours  conduCt  it,  and  remains 
with  its  conductors,  without  penetrating  farther.'*  7.  The  fpark 
drawn  from  an  eleCtrical  battery  difcharges  it  entirely,  and  in 
an  inftant :  if  the  globes  are  produced  by  eleCtricity,  how  does 
the  difcharge  continue  fo  long.?  Whence  comes  the  new  elec- 
trical matter  ?  Why  is  not  the  whole  inflamed  ? 

As  M.  Senebier,  in  raifmg  thefe  doubts,  feems  to  confider 
the  electrical  fpark  as  a  true  combuftion,  which  yet  cannot  oc- 
cur in  a  vacuum,  the  abbe,  after  refuting  the  hypothefes  of 
Euler  and  Frifi,  though,  if  properly  explained,  they  would  not 
It  and  in  his  way,  endeavours  to  Ihow  that  thefe  meteors  are 
not  true  combultions,  fince  the  eleCtrical  light  (hines  in  a  va- 
cuum. He  ought,  indeed,  to  have  Ihown  that  it  would  really 
fliine  in  a  vacuum,  fince  we  cannot  wholly  produce  one  :  per- 
haps he  might  have  fuppofed  that  the  Torricellian  vacuum 
came  fulBciently  near  to  his  pi^rpofe.  In  another  view,  it  is 
by  no  means  clear  that  the  eleCtrical  fluid  in  ifluing,  by  means 
of  its  conductors,  into  a  vacuum,  may  not  carry  with  it  a  por- 
tion of  the  air  in  which  it  has  been  inflamed.  Proceeding,  how- 
ever, from  his  more  general  arguments  to  M.  Scnebier's  par- 
ticular doubts,  the  abbe  cbfcrves,  with  great  propriety,  that 
meteors,  at  that  heiglit  may,  by  an  optical  delufion,  appear 
fperical,  connected,  &c.  though  they  are  really  irregular,  and 
their  irregularity  be  preferved  by  the  refiftance  of  the  air.  To 
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this*  fame  refiflance,  he  fuppofes  it  owing,  that  the  meteor^?,' 
which  arc  ufually  caudated  globes,  have  a  confiderablc  fplen- 
^r  in  the  globplar  part,  and  tlic^tail  of  a  reddilh  colour,  be- 
Catifc  the  refiftance  is  greatefl  in  the  globular. part,  and  confc- 
quently  the  eic<StricaI  fluid  moll  condcnfed.  M.  Va^Talli  al- 
lows that,  in  the  Iiigher  regional,  the  air  is  lefs  charged  with 
vapours,  but  denies  that  it  is  lefs  ftored  with  eleftricity,  hav- 
ing demonllrated,  he  thinks,  that  the  elecSiric  matter  pene-  • 
trates  tlirough  dry  air,  naturally  more  dcnfe  than  that  of  the 
inferior  regions  of  our  atmofphere,  and  being  convinced  *  that 
the  reilrainiiig  power  of  the  air  diminifhes  in  proportion  to  its 
denfity*'  It  follov/s,  therefore,  that  the  cle£lric  fire  penetrates* 
more  eafily  the  fubtile  fluid  of  the  fuperior  regions  ;  arid  wc 
cannot  affert  that  eleclricity  diminifiies  in  proportion  to  the. 
i^uantity  of  vanours,  for  what  it  lofes  by  the  diminution  of 
the  quantity  of  vapours,  it  regains  by  ti^e  diminiflied  denfity. 
*  But  who  has  hitherto  demonftrated  to  what  height  in  the  at- 
mcfphere  the  vapours  rife  ?' 

The  abbe  next  confiders  the  third  queftion,  and  obferves 
that,  admitting  the  electrical  fpark  to  be  a  true  combuftio:!, 
lince  it  is  equally  refplendcnt  in  fixed  air  as  in  rarefied  air,  it 
may  be  inflamed  in  the  higher  regions  of  the  atmofphere* 
Nor  is  it  of  confequence  thut  we  do  not  perceive  how  thcfc 
meteors  are  lighted,  for  lightning,  which  is  a  true  ele£LricaI 
fpark,  appears  often  in  the  lerenefl  fky.  The  air  too  may  be 
very  ferene,  and  replete  v/ith  vapours,  which  if  they  are  in 
pppofite  flates,  may  produce  thunder ;  and  the  fuperabundant 
vapour  may  occafion  meteors,  whofe  different  forms  and  ap- 
pearances may  depend  on  the  mafs  of  vapour*  in  which  the 
fluid  is  contained,  on  that  into  which  it  palTes,  or  the  medium 
.It  pafies  through.  They  are,  undoubtedly,  in  our  author's 
opinion,  of  the  fame  nature  as  thunder,  fince  they  produce  the 
fame  eifetls  in  the  atmofphere  :  this  M.  VafTalli  thinks  is  prov- 
ed by  numerous  inftances.  In  replying  to  the  other  queftions 
of  iVI.  Senebier,  our  author  admits  that,  from  its  natural  ten- 
dency to  an  equilibrium,  the  elecSlrical  fluid  will  not  condenle 
in  the  atmofphere,  unlefs  furrounded  by  air  capable  of  confin- 
ing it  'y  and  fuch  a  fpot  may  be  eafdy  found  in  the  atmofphere, 
for  we  can  produce  fmiilar  ones  in  our  artificial  electricity,  by 
obferving  that  when  every  conductor  is  removed,  the  chain 
.  difcharges  its  electricity  flowly.  If  any  body  approach,  the 
iluid  leaves  its  firft  rout,  and  furmounting  the  difficulty  which 
arifes  from  dry  air,  follows  its  tendency  to  an  equilibrium,  by 
communicating  with  the  body  that  approaches.  It  is  not  true 
that  a  battery  is  wholly  di (charged  by  a  fpark,  for  that  only 
happens  when  the  conducting  arc  is  communicated  with  the 
oppofite  coatings :  in  other  ways,  we  may  draw  many  fparKS 
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from  a  jar,  without  wholly  difcharging  it.  Even,  udds  M, 
Vaflalli,  if  v/e  allow  this,  there  is  no  comparifon  between  the 
fliort  fpace -which  a  fpark  pafles  through,  and  the  long  track-s 
of  the  meteors ;  fo  that  the  fpark  being  inllantaneoiis,  the  me- 
teor muft  be  io  alfo,  though  its  path  is  much  more  extennve- 
We  can  only  infer  that  the  meteor,  finding  the  ftate  of  the  al- 
mofphere  iuitable,  mull  move  with  great  celerity,  and  be  &M. 
retarded  by  numerous  difliculties  in  its  courfe,  in  confequencc 
of  the  different  flate  of  the  vapours.  For  the  continued  mo- 
tion of  meteors,  we  require  no  new  fuel ;  (ince  a  falling  ftar  pailes 
through  many  toifcs  without  requiring  any  additional  aliment. 
The  abbe  concludes  his  Letters,  by  explaiiiing  his  opinioji 
of  the  influence  of  eledlricity  on  vegetation,  as  M-  iScneHier 
had  requeited.  Our  author  thinks,  that  it  allifts  vegetation, 
as  it  increafes  the  motion  of  fluids  in  the  veflels  of  the  human 
body  j  and  fupports  his  opinion  by  many  experiments  madft- 
by  himfelf,  and  communicated  by  others.  He  explains  and 
refutes  M.  Ingenhouz*  experiments,  in  a  manner  apparently 
fati&faftory- 

A  letter  of  M.  Sauflure  and  another  from  M.  Toaldo  follow, 
who  propofe  fome  doubts  on  tli^e  fubje6l,  but,  fo  far  as  they  arc 
of  importance,  the  abbe's  reply  to  M.  Senebier  will  furnilk 
a  fatisfaclory  folution.  On  the  whole,  the  abbe  Va£aiii 
finds  himfelf  often  involved  in  difficulties..  He  feels  that  his 
fyftem  is  true,  but  there  are  many  refpe£ts  in  which  our  know- 
ledge of  aerial  phxnomena  is  fo  defe^ive,  that  it  is  impoihble 
to  folve  every  doubt,  or  anfwer  every  quellion.  His  Le^tei^ 
afford  a  flrong  proof  of  his  ingenuity  and  judgment,  nor  is 
M-  Senebier  feen  in  a  difadvantageous  light,  through  the 
whole  of  tJiis  correfpondcnce* 


Voyage  a  Madagafcar  l^  aux  hides  Oricntalesy  par  Af.  iJjlhirs 
Rochon  de  C Academic  dcs  Sciences  a  Paris,  isfc.  A  Paris. 
Hyo.  Prault. 
A  S  the  ifles  of  France  and  Bourbon  have  long  been  the  ma- 
•^^  gazines  of  commerce  and  of  war,  for  the  French  con- 
nected with  India,  it  was  an  objed:  of  importance  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  paffage  from  thefe  iflands  to  the  Indian 
ocean,  a  navigation  dilhcult,  intricate,  and  dangerous.  Theiif. 
feem  to  have  been  the  views  of  the  abbe  in  this  voyage^  of 
which  the  nautical  details,  though  printed  five  years  fmce,  have 
not  been  publiihed.  The  defcription  of  Madagafcar,,  an  ifland 
whofe  natural  advantages  are  fecmingly  unequalled,  is  the  prin- 
cipal fubjedl:  of  the  volume;  and  the  Introduction  coaitains 
fome  account  of  the  iflands  which  Vv^e  have  already  mentioned 
a*  the  deootji  of  the  Indian  trade  and  Indian  expeditieu''.. 
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The  earliefl:  navigators  of  ihcfc  fea$  were  the  INIoors,  vAi6 
traverfed  the  Red  Sea  and  the  Perfian  Gulph,  and  Ibmetimea 
ventured  to  llretch  acrofs  the  Ethiopic  ocean  to  the  fouth-eaft- 
crn  coail  of  Africa.  From  thence  they  foon  difcovered  the 
Mozambic  Canal,  the  flrait  which  feparates  Madagafcar  from 
Africa,  and  traded  on  each  fide.  The  Moors,  though  unin- 
ftrudted  feamen,  were  able,  acl:ive,  and  by  no  means  timid* 
Thefe  were  not  the  moil  extcnflve  of  their  voyages;  for  eaft- 
ward  they  reached  the  Malabar  coad,  from  thence  the  coaft  of 
Coromandel,  the  feas  of  China,  and  the  Phillipine  Iflands. 
.The  Moorifli  failors  had  no  rivals  in  the  caftern  feas,  till  Vafca 
de  Gama  difcovered  the  circuitous  route,  and  reached  India 
by  doubling  the  fouthern  Capes  of  Africa.  The  Portugucfc 
•were  acquainted  with  the  illcs  of  France  and  Bourbon ;  but 
feem  to  have  made  no  fettlementr.  in  them:  they  were 
ihort  of  their  aim,  and  too  fmail  for  their  ambition. 

Tlic  iile  of  Bourbon  has  no  port  for  large  fliips-,  it  is  fifty, 
leagues  in  circuit,  and  itshighcft  mountain,  nearly  in  tlie  cen- 
tre of  the  ifland,  is  eftimated  at  r-6oo  toifes  above  the  level  of 
the  fea.  The  principal  town  is  St.  Denis,  on  the  northern  fide, 
in  2^  51'  latitude,  and  about  53^  10'  eaft  of  Paris.  Its  vol- 
cano has  been  defcried  by  M.  Commerfon :  but  this  burning 
mountain  is  in  no  refpec):  different  from  thofe  in  Europe.  It 
is  not  probable  that  this  little  ifland,  fcarcely  dillinguifhable  in 
a  map,  would  ever  have  been  the  choice  of  any  colony ;  but 
ihofe  eilablifhcd  on  Madagalcar  hnding  the  latter  fituation  un- 
healthy, about  the  year  1664  migrated  to  Bourbon.  The 
iiland  was  then  wholly  covered  v.ith  wood ;  the  fca  abounded 
\i'ith  fifli,  and  the  (liores  with  turtle.  The  emigrants  carried 
fome  cattle  with  them,  and  the  fu gar-canes,  which  they  foon 
planted,  fucceeded  wonderfully.  The  Dutch,  who  had  already 
fettled  on  the  neighbouring  little  ifland,  left  it  in  1772  for  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope;  and  the  French  foon  took  poiTeflion  of 
it.  The  ifle  of  France  had  two  good  ports,  but  it  is  lefs  fertile 
and  lefs  extcnfive  than  that  of  Bourbon.  The  iiland  owed 
much  to  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  who  has  been  flyled  the  Haf- 
tings  of  France,  under  whofe  command  it  then  was..  He  pre* 
ferred  the  leeward  port,  though  lefs  than  the  other,  and  adapted 
it,  by  fome  fplrited  and  judicious  alterations,  for  his  purpofe. 
He  was  fucceeded  by  A'l.  Tronjelin,  who  was  equally  able  and 
a£livc,  particularly  in  keeping;  the  port  clear  from  the  torrents, 
which  brought  the  foil  from  the  mountains,  and  conne6ting  the 
harbour  with  an  adjoining  lake,  that  ferved  for  a  bafon* 
'From  our  author's  account,  tliis  ifland  feems  to  be  formed  of 
coral.  Whirlwinds,  which  M.  Rochon  defcribes  with  great 
philofophical  accuracy,  are  frequent  in  thi&  part  of  the  globe, 
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^nd  very  generally  preceded  by  the  falling  of  the  mercury  in 
the  barometer.  The  mountains  of  the  ifle  of  France  do  not  ex- 
ceed 426  toifes  in  height :  they  confift:  of  an  ocreous  earth,  and 
are  producSlive.  The  grafs  foon  degenerates  into  axiry  ftubble, 
which  the  leaft  fpark  lets  in  a  flame ;  and  the  abbe  complains 
that  the  ifland  has  been  in  many  rcfpefts  injured,  by  the  hafty, 
injudicious,  and  indifcriminate  manner  in  which  its  woods  have 
been  deftroyed.  The  fhoals  and  rocks  which  lie  to  the  north 
of  thefe  iflands  were  little  known  before  our  author's  time,  and 
he  fpeaks^with  feme  acrimony  of  the  inaccuracy  of  M.  D'Apres' 
charts,  an  acrimony  which  we  can  forgive,  when  we  recollect 
that  he  was  near  being  fliipwrecked  in  confequence  of  the  er- 
rors, at  the  moment  of  the  paiTage  of  Venus  over  the  fun's 
difc,  which  he  confequently  loft  an  opportunity  of  examining 
in  that  hemifphere.  The  paflage  from  thofe  iflands  to  the  In- 
dian ocean,  in  the  befl:  feafon,  is  by  taking  a  north-weft  courfe, 
till  they  approach  the  line  ;  but  as  the  flioals  and  iflands,  in 
confequence  of  our  author's  furvey,  are  now  better  known, 
the  courfe  is  much  fliorter.— Thofe  who  go  for  Pondicherry 
in  the  bad  feafon,  are  obliged  to  go  down  to  the  36th  degree 
of  fouth  latitude.  Some  Angular  inftances  of  prefer^^ation  from 
fhipwreck,  and  of  feamcn  living  on  defert  coafts,  are  fubjoined; 
but  tli^y  are  not  equalled  by  the  late  events  which  have  occur- 
red to  Britifh  navigators. 

Madagafcar  feems  to  combine  all  that  the  necefTity  of  man 
requires,  all  that  his  luxuries  or  his  avarice  could  demand.  Af- 
ter various  attempts,  however,  little  fuccefs  has  attended  any  of 
the  fettlcments :  the  unhealthinefs  of  the  climate  has  been  one 
caufe  of  the  failure ;  the  mifconduft  of  the  coloni'es  ii  more 
frequent  and  fatal  one.  The  Malegafle,  for  fo,  with  our  au- 
thor, we  (hall  ftyle  the  inhabitants  of  Madagafcar^  ftill  contir 
nues  unTubdued  and  uncorrupted.  This  ifland  was  the  Se- 
rindib  of  the  Arabians,  the  Cerne  probably  of  Pliny,  the  Me^ 
nuthiafdes  of  Ptolemy.  It  lies  between  the  12th  and  26th  de- 
gree of  fouth  latitude,  is  watered  by  numjerous  rivers  which 
arife  from  a  thain  of  mountains  that  feparate  the  eaftern  from 
the  weftern  coafts,  and  probably  contain  the  difl*erent  metals 
and  other  ufeful  minerals.  The  forefts  are  extenfive^  the  treei 
large,  and  valuable  for  their  diflxjrent  qualities ;  the  botanical 
riches^  though  unknown^  probably  confider^ible :  the  agallo- 
thum,  and  the  fpecies  of  fig-tree  which  produces  the  claftic 
gum,  are  to  be  found  in  this  ifland.  A  kind  of  hemp,  refem- 
hling  in  its  qualities  that  of  Nevv  Zealand,  is  defcribed  alfo  aS 
the  produdicn  of  Madagafcar.  The  Malegafles  are  of  differ- 
ent races.     There  are  among  the  inhabitants  a  negro  race,  a" 
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tavvn^,  a  coppery,  and  an  olive  nation.  The  tawyiey  race 
have  iirait  hair  *,  their  nofe  is  not  flat,  nor  their  lips  thick  \  ti\e 
forehead  is>  large  and  open :  tlieir  features  are  re'^^idar  and 
agreeable.  This  race  carries  on  its  countenance  a  peculiar  cha- 
raticr  of  fweetnefs  and  franknefs.  The)'  are  anxioihs  only  to 
know  tliofe  things  which  are  principally  ufeful,  and  tliei-r  anxi- 
ety is  not  excclfive.  A  natural  carelefiliefs  and  a  conllitl^- 
tional  apathy  render  them  hulifTerent  to  every  thing  that  re- 
quires attejition  :  fober,  light,  activ-:;,  faithful,  and  fuicere,  they 
pafs  the  greatCil  part  of  their  time  in  fleep  or  in  amufements. 
Their  general  manners  are  thofe  of  all  favagcs  who  liave  never 
learnt  to  give  up  any  {hare  of  their  own  liberty  to  obtain  tlie 
advantages  of  focial  intercourfe  ami  a  regulated  fociety.  The 
population  is  fuppofed  (but  probably  it  is  exaggerated)  to 
amount  to  four  millions.  Their  food  is  chiefly  vegetable,  and 
like  that  of  all  the  inha!)it;ints  of  warm  climates,  highly  feafoiied 
witji  fpices.  The  French  have  cliiefly  frequented  the  eallcrn 
fide  of  x\\z  ifland. 

The  abbe  proceeds  to  defcribe  the  fouthern  part  of  Mada- 
gafcar,  and  gives  a  more  particular  account  of  the  inhabitants  : 
they  are  evidently  derived  from  a  civilifed  race,  and  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  art  oi  writing.     Their  priclls  or  their  phi* 
lolbphers,  the  ombiaflcs,  are  jugglers  and  necromancers  ;  the 
origin  of  the  diffeient  races  of  women,  from  the  heacf,  neck, 
^\diz,  and  feet  of  thcfuft  n«n,  evidently  fliow  an  Indian  origin. 
The  language  of  the  novth-weftern  coail  is  Arabic.  'The  ac- 
count erf  the  manners  ani  tlie  hiltory  of  the  Malegafl*es  is  cn- 
fcrrainiug,  but  it  is  not  new.     We  have  more  than  once  feea 
it  iji  other  authors,  but  our  recollecVion  does  not  furnifli  the 
l(un*cc.     The  digrelhons  refpeclin^  the  favage  (late,  how  we 
ought  to  treat  them,  and  what  information  may  be  derived 
ffon)  their  practices,  are  circumllances  not  particularly  con- 
nccled  witii  an  account  of  Madagafcar.     The  fleam-engine  of 
M.  Al.  Watt  and  liolton,  the  Ma^ichefter  cotton,  and  the  Al- 
bion flour- mills,  are  alio  introduced  too  abruptly  and  forcibly. 
The  north-eafl  fide  of  Madagafcar  was  the  refidence  of  nu- 
merous pirates  in  the  beginning  of  this  century,  and  about  the 
end  of  the  lafl :  they  are  familiar  to  the  Engliili  reader  from  the 
narrative  of  Drury.     The  abbe  gives  a  little  too  particular  ac- 
count of  their  connection  with  the  natives,  whofe  good  quali- 
ties he  feems  to  exaggerate,  from  the  faihionable  fondnefs  of 
his  countrymen  for  the  favage  ftate,  a  predilecliion  formed  from 
the  vifionary  pages  of  their  idol  Roufleau.     We  ftiall  tranflate 
a  fpecimen  of  tlicir  oratory,  for  the  events  in  general  are  of  very 
little  importance.    Tlie  fpeech  is  addreffed  to  La  Bigorne,  a 
Frenchman,  in  whom  they  had  fome  confidence. 

•  Theu 


•  Thcu  kiiowcft,  la  Bigomc,  that  for  eigtity  years  tlie  whites 
have  been  connected  with  the  iMalegaires  of  this  diilriiil:  canfl: 
thou  fay  that  a  white  man  has  ever  been  killed  by  due  of  our 
nation  ? 

*  We  have  received  you  not  only  as  buf  brethreil,  hut  d^ 
Icings 'of  the  country.  When  the  French  have  demanded  oxeii 
or  riccy  have  we  ever  refufed  either?  Wlien  they  would  fix 
palifadoes  and  build  hotifes,  have  we  ndt  fought^  in  the  fo- 
relts,  the  proper  wood  ?  Have  yoUr  predeceilbrs,  la  Bigornej 
or  thofe  who  are  prefent,  any  caufe  of  complaint  againft  us  ? 
Have  thev  not  drawn  water  from  our  fountains,  felled  the 
wood  of  our  forelts,  without  any  inhabitant  of  Foulepoint 
Hiking  them  why  dolt  thou  this  ?  -  The  pcop^c  of  the  fouth 
and  northj  nnd  very  recently  thofe  of  St.  Mary,  have  maiTacred 
the  French,  and  made  war  againft  them.  Thofe  of  Foulc^ 
point  have  not  even  (truck  a  fmgle  man,  but  have  affifted  and 
Ihown  them  every  mark  of  friendfhip  and  kindnefs.  Are  the 
chiefs  of  Foulepoint  then  lefs  powerful  than  their  neighbours? 
La  Bigorne,  they  are  more  fo.  Are  they  afraid  of  the  whites  ? 
no :  who  would  dare  to  contend  with  the  illuitrious  fon  of 
'Famfimalo,  with  John-Harre,  our  fovereign  and  our  fatlfer  ? 
Who  would  attack  the  illuitrious  forrhidab'le  chiefs  Maronat, 
Ramifi,  Ramatao,  here  prefent  ?  Should  we  not  Ihed  all  our 
blood  in  their  defence  ?  It  is  to  our  friendfhip  only  imdour 
kindnefs  that  the  French  owe  the  good  treatment  they  have 
receiv^ed  at  Foulepoint^  fmce  they  have  frequented  this  port» 
Let  us  next  examine  the  conduct  of  the  Frer.ch. 

*  Why,  la  Bigorncj  halt  thou  planted  a  palifacle  of  large  ftakes^ 
much  more  extenlive  and  ftrong  than  before,  without  alhing 
leave  of  John-Harre  and  the  other  chiefs?  Halt  thou  in  this 
followed  the  ufual  cuitom  ?  Speak,  ailfwcr  j  hall:  thou  made 
them  the  fmaljelt  prefent  ?  Yoii  are  filent ;  you  bluffi,  you 
look  at  our  chiefs,  and  claim  their  indulgence.  I  beg,  there- 
fore, thefe  generous  and  invincible  chiefs  to  pardon  your  im- 
prudence *,  I  beg  it  of  John-Harre,  our  fovereign,  who  pre- 
iides  in  this  aflembly.  We  love  thee,  la  Bigorne,  but  abufe  not 
our  affection  ;  fwear  that  thou  wilt  commit  no  more  faults  of 
this  kind;  Such  deviations  will  alienate  the  regards  of  Fou- 
lepoint; and,  to  preferve  them,  fwear  that,  in  futilre,  our 
interelts  fliall  be  thine.' 

Thefe  grave  expoitulations,  which  are  juft  and  forcible,  are 
defigned  to  introduce  complaints  Oidy  of  rron-payment  6£ 
fome  bills,  and  end  in  '  a  commercial  treaty  \  one  article  o'£ 
which  is,  that  the  meafure  (liall  not  be  (liaken  when  rice  13 
meafured  to  make  it  hold  more,  and  that  the  rice  fha^i  liot  be 
heaped.  '  The  treaty  was  concluded  with  fokitinity :  the 
orator  ftabbed  the  victim^  collected  the  blood  in   an  earthen 
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vefTel,  mixed  it  with  fea-water,  pimento,  a  -powdered  gun* 
flint,  a  little  earth  and  gunpowder,  fprinkled  with  the  Ipirit 
drawn  from  fugar-canes.  Two  leaden  balls  ferved  to  bruife 
the  different  ingredients,  and  to  compofe  a  beverage,  which  he 
prayed  the  devil  to  change  into  poiion,  if  any  one,  who  had 
drank  of  it,  failed  in  his  engagement.  The  orator  then  took 
two  lances,  and  dipped  the  points  in  the  Hquor,  while  the  fo- 
vereign  threw  fome  drops  of  it  on  the  earth.  He  held  a  fword 
in  his  hand,  and  invoking  the  god  of  the  whites  and  the  blacks, 
prayed  them  to  infpirc  each  party  with  peace,  concord,  friend- 
Ihip,  and  good  faith.  Striking  on  a  fudden  the  lances  with 
his  hanger,  he  pronounced  the  mod  horrible  curfes  againft 
tliofe  who  broke  the  treaty.'  *  If  the  whites  infringe  their 
oath,  may.  the  drink  become  poifon  !  may  the  whirlwinds, 
which  ilfue  furroufly  from  the  four  corners  of  the  air,  fall  on 
their  vefTels ;  may  they  be  overwhelmed  with  the  waves  ;  may 
the  bodies  of  thefe  villains  be  torn  by  the  formidable  monfters 
which  inhabit  the  abyfs  of  the  fca  !'  *  Hear  John-Harre  !  hear 
<'he  voice  of  the  powerful  genius  that  infpires  me:  if  the  inha- 
bitants of  Foulepoint  are  fo  mean,  and  fo  wicked,  as  to  yio*« 
late  this  folemn  treaty,  may  the  drink  become  poifon,  may 
they  perifli  by  the  fword  of  their  enemy ;  may  their  bellies 
burll,  and  tlieir  unclean  carcalles  become  the  food  of  croco- 
diles !  Mufl;  not  the  invifible  fpirit,  that  prefides  in  this  af- 
fcmbly,  be  avenged?  Will  he  not  punifli  the  perjury,  while 
lie  receives  the  oaths  ?  l^he  blacks  and  the  whites  are  equal 
in  his  fight :  he  exatls  from  all  the  fame  obedience,  the  fame 
faith,  under  penalties  equally  fevere  and  terrible.*  The  liquor 
was  fwallowed,  and  the  treaty  eoniirmed  by  various  amufe- 
ments. 

,  Th?s  part  of  Madagafcar  was  the  fcenc  of  tlie  exploits,  and 
the  tomb  of  the  celebrated  count  de  Benyouiki.  Our  author 
gives  a  fhort  account  of  this  adventurer's  life,  from  his  own 
memoir,  and  makes  fome  judicious  remarks  on  his  very  fingu-^ 
lar  voyage  The  red  of  the  narrative  forms  a  very  proper 
fupplcment  to  the  life  of  Benyouiti,  published  by  Mr.  Nicholr 
fon  :  the  outline  is  not  very  different  from  what  we  have  al» 
ready  feen;  but,  to  the  conduct  of  this  adventurer,  rather 
than  to  jealoufy,  the  abbe  attributes  the  oppofition  he  met 
with  from  the  government  of  the  1  fie  of  France.  He  wan- 
tonly attacked  the  MalegaiTes,-  and  the  war  is  faid  to  have  de- 
folated  tlie  country,  lb  that  it  no  longer  furniflied  the  French 
fettlements  with  provifions  :  the  violence  and  rafhnefs  of  Be*- 
nyoufki  render  thi's  account  very  probable,  though  we  per- 
ceive many  marks  of  prejudice  in  the  narrative  of  M.  Rochon. 
It  may  be  only  prejudice  ariilng  from  a  proper  fenfe  of  the 
Iliiugaiian  count's  very  Lady  aii^ii  inip roper  condi^d^.  .    . 
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■  'Our  author  has  vifited  fome  of  the  internal  parts  of  the 
Iflarid,  liear  the  north-enftcrn  coaits,  and  adds  fome  refleftions 
On  this  fubjedl:.     The  part  of  the  iiland  mod  frequented  by- 
Europeans  is   Foulepoint,  Voulon-Voulo  of  the  natives,  on 
the  eaftern  coalt,  a  Httle  to  the  north  of  the  Ifles  of  Bourbon 
and  France.     The  port  is  formed  by  coral  reefs,  and  its  en- 
trance is  on  the  north.     The  water  is  deep,  and  the  harbour 
can  contain  ten  large  veiTels  in  rank.     The  fea  does  not  rife 
:iho\Q  four  or  five  feet  in  the  greateft  tides :  the  ihore  is  adorn- 
ed with  mangroves,  on  which  oyfters  of  an  excellent  flavour 
are  fufpended :  the  harbour  is  very  rich  in  fhells,  corals^  ma- 
drepores, &c,     The  latitude  is  17°  40'  20"  S.-  the  longitude 
47?  20  E^     The  variation  of  the  barometer,  during  our  au- 
thor's refidence,  was  only  three  lines  :  Reaumur's  thermome- 
ter was  from  15"  to  27''*. .    The  country  round  is  highly  fer- 
tile and  pleafant :  the  trees  numerous  and.  valuable.     Among 
ihefe  is   a  palm,  peculiar  to  this  country,  called  the  raven. 
Its  fummit  is  eaten  like  the  cabbage-palm:.. its  wood  is  incor- 
ruptible: its  leaves  have  the  folidity  of  wood,  and  the  flexibi- 
lity of  leather.     They  form  the  cloaths,  the  hangings  of  th^. 
roonis,.the  plates,  the  napl^ins,  .and  the  veflels  of  the  Male- 
gafl~es.     In  the  membraneous  envelopements  of  the  flower  is  a 
gum  of  a  dehcate  flavour,  and  fweet  like  honey.     The  river 
Onglebey,  which  falls  into  the  harbour,  is  navigable  twenty 
leagues  by,  canoes.     Its  banks  are  woody  and  pleafant,  but  the 
woods  contain  monftro us  crocodiles.     Aquatic  birds  and  fifli 
are  very  numerous  in.  this  river.     In  the  neighbouring  moun- 
tains, the  air  is  cold  and  pleafant  j  the  flowers  brilliant,  the- 
trees  noble  and  majefiic ;  the  rills  numerous,  and  the  fertility 
of  the  foil  ailonifhing.     '  When  you  quit  thefe  fields,  when 
you  abandon  thefe  meadows,  to. penetrate  the  immenfe  fo- 
refts,  which  conceal  numerous  ^nd  various  beads  of  prey, 
beauties  of  another  kind  charm  the  fancy.     A  profound  foli- 
tude,  a  coolnefs,  furpriflng  in  thefe  blirning  regions,  a  fliade^ 
inacceiFible.to  the  rays  of  the  fun,  echoes  reverberating  on  eve^ 
jv  fide,  and  the  lowings  of  cattle,  procure  new  pjeafures.  But 
thefe  fcenes  do  not  pleafe  every  one  :  they  are  adapted   rather 
to  penfive  melancholy.     Yet,  with  a  very  little  fenfibility,  for 
the  beauties  of  nature,  thefe  numerous  trees,  of  a  vafl  height 
^nd  lize,  will  always  be  beheld  with  deliglu.' 

Of  the  mineral  riches,  we  have  only  a  fliort  account :  tliere 
are. certainly  mines  of  iron  in  the  mountains,  and,  feemingly, 
mines  of  tin.  Enormous,  blocks  of  rock  cryftal  arcfometimes 
found,  granites,  fchorls,  &c.  The  higheil  of.  thefe  moun- 
xains  is  eftimated  at  1800  toifes,  and  refembles  the  Table 

*  From  about  66°  to  93®  of  Fahrenheit. 
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Mountain  at  the  Cape.  A  fliort  account  of  fome  of  the  ve- 
getable produclions  of  Mada^afcar  follows  *,  but  it  is  conci fc, 
uplatisfaclory,  and  we  have  ibme  reafon  to  think  the  qualities 
are  fet  dou'n  qn  very  vague,  cafual  information.  As  the  abbe 
has  brought  tjiem  to  France,  they  are  probably,  by  this  time, 
better  known, — Atliort  account  of  Cochjn  China,  from  which, 
however,  we  cannot  fclcft  any  thing  very  intcrejting  or  new, 
is  fubjoined. 


j^pparatui  Mcd'cunwium^t  iam  iimplic'iujv^  r^umn  prteparaforum 
et  com^poJitovKm  w  prttxros  Adjumcnium  coufidcratum*  Autiove 
J.  AJurray^  M,  1).  l^c.  i^c,  5  Foh.  Svc,  1776—1790. 
Gottingen. 

^T^HIS  work,  extenfive  in  its  plan,  fmgularly  comprehenfivc 
-*■     and  able  in  its  execution,  has  proceeded  gradually  to  its 
prefent  Itate.     The  unexpected  death  of  its  author  will  pro- 
bably preclude  any  farther  information  j  and  we  may  congra- 
tulnte  ourfelves  on  pofTc'ffing  the  vegetable  fyllem  completer, 
for  the  Supplement,  the  nature  of  which  we  fliall  foon  ex- 
Y^lain,  is,  we  apprehendj  in  a  (late  fufhciently  perfect  for  pub- 
lication.    A  fyflem  begun  in  1776  may  be  fuppofed  familiar 
to  the  practitioners  in  this  kingdom,  and  an  attempt  to  give  an 
account  of  it  at  this  time  will  'j-)robably  appear  ufelefs.     It  i;*, 
however,  with  regret  that  we  have  remarked  authors^  for  from 
thefe  only  can  our  informalion  be  derived,  fo  little  acquainted 
with  this  valuable  work,  th..t  th(^y  have  mifquoted  its  title,  been 
Unacquainted  with  the  order  in  which  the  fubjects  are  treated, 
have  confidered  what  Dr.  Murray  has  explained  with  great 
clearnefs,  as  unknown ;  or  more  difingenuoufly,  in  one  or  two 
inftances,  have  feemingly  copied  his  quotations  a/id  remarks 
without  acknowledgment.     Another  reafon  has  induced  us  to 
mention  this  work  more  particularly.     We  have  not,  in  the 
Englifli  language,  any  correct  account  of  the  materia  medica. 
This  may  appear  furprifing  to  thofe  who  have  heard  fo  mucli 
of  Dr.  Lewis'  experimental  hiftory,  or  have  read  our  commen- 
dations pf  Dr.  Cullen's  late  excellent  fyitem ;  but  it  is  eafily 
explained.     Dr.  Lewis  was  a  very  able  chemift,  an  mduftrious 
compiler,  an  acute  and  ingenious  phyfician.    He  collected  ex- 
tennvely  and  with  propriety;  but  lince  his  time  Germany  and 
France  have  furniflied  obfervers  of  equal  fpirit  and  ability,  who 
have  added  to  the  ilores  of  fcience^  and  to  the  refources  of 
the  practitioners.  The  names  of  Colin,  Quarin,  Stoll,  Selle,  de 
Laffonne,  and  Fourcroy,  are  little  known  in  this  country  as 
medi.cal  obfervers,  though  they  have  enriched  their  art  with  va- 
rious and  important  difcoveries  :  they  feldom  occur  even  in  the 
later  editions  of  X}r.  Lewis,  ai|d  their  obfeivations  are  fhortly 
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(flften  very  fliortly)  mentioned  in  the  concife  yxgwe  language 
of  a  foreign  journalin:.  To  Dr.  Cullcn's  volumes  Ave  endea- 
voureil  to  aTign  the  proper  rank,  by  ftyling  them  the  philofo- 
phy  of  the  materia  medica,  or  a  therapeutical  difquiiition,  ra- 
ther than  a  collc6lion  of  defcriptions  and  fads.  Who  can  re- 
cogiiife  a  medicine  from  the  Wanical  defcriptions  of  Lewis, 
which  are  chiefly  copies  from  Ray,  and  which  a  botanilt,  for 
wliom  they  are  excliirivcly  adapted,  may  read  in  the  original 
autlior.  The  medicine  is  flill  unknown,  though  Bergius,  In  a 
nervous  and  compreilive  O'vJe,  little  inferior  to  that  of  Lirmxus 
himfelf,  has  given  a  picture  of  it,  wliich  a  coloured  plate  would 
fcarcelv  render  more  lively.  Where  will  the  reader  nbt;rin  a 
fuller  account  ?  The  work  is  filent,  though  Spielman  and  Mur- 
ray had  already  given  ample  references  to  the  original  authors. 
We  know  the  inconvenlencies  tlrat  refult  from  telling  the 
world  that  it  wants  farther  information,  or  from  fpeaking  llightf 
ingly  of  an  ellabliflied  work  ;  yet  when  our  duty  calls  we  muft 
meet  the  difficulties  and  difregard  the  inconveuiencies. 

Another  reafon  induces  us  to  notice  Dr  Murray's  work  at 
this  time.  It  is  only  within  thefe  few  months  completed}  and 
fince  the  vegetables  are  arranged  in  natural  orders,  it  is  in 
fome  refpe<Si:s  a  fpecimen  of  a  natural  method.  As  a  Itcp  to 
this  moll  defirable  acquifition,  we  niuil  view  it  with  compla- 
cency; and  as  we  have  already  given  our  opinion,  that  the 
virtues  of  medicines  are  connecl:cd  with  their  botanical  analo- 
gy, it  is  with  great  fatisfaClion  that  we  fee  it  confirmed  bv  our 
author's  opinion  and  his  ov/n  condutl.  His  orders  differ  in 
fome  degree  from  thofe  of  Liimseus,  and  the  vegetables  arran- 
ged under  them  are  alfo  different :  in  a  botanical  view,  there- 
fore, this  work  deferv^es  attention;  but  difciifllons  of  this  kind 
are  unfuitable  to  our  limits  and  the  nature  of  our  work.  The 
natural  orders  are  not,  however,  complete.  Some  vegetables 
are  not  fufficicntly  known  to  be  reduced  to  claflcs  -,  of  others 
it  is  not  eafy  to  afcertain  the  orders.  They  remain  at  prefent 
unconnected,  and  a  more  extenfive  knowledge  of  nature  may 
bring  to  our  actjujiintance  plants  with  which  they  may  affbci- 
ate,  or  which  will  connect  them  with  thofe  formerly  known ; 
for  Nature  always  proceeds  by  varying  Ihadcs  ;  and  when  we 
fee  abrupt  dillindtions,  they  are  either  artificial  of  our  own  cre- 
ation, or  arife  from  a  defect  of  our  knowledge.  The  medi- 
cines, confequently,  of  vegetable  origin,  v/hofc  parent  plants  are 
unknown,  as  the  balfams  of  Peru  and  Tolu,  the  red  fanders, 
mvrrh,  kino,  ammoniacum,  &c.  with  the  different  medicines 
wliofe  medical  qualities  have  been  difcovercd  fincc  the  publi- 
cation of  the  volumes  to  which  in  their  order  they  belong,  arc 
to  be  included  in  the  Supplement. 

Our  author,  in  the  preface  to  the  firfl  volume,  gives  fome 
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account  of  different  fyfhems  of  the  materia  medica;  but  at 
this  diftant  period, from  the  pubhcation  of  this  volume,  wc 
muft  be  contented  with  a  fliort  account  of  his  general  plan. 
The  arrangement,  we  have  laid,  is  that  of  the  natural  orders ; 
and  under  each  fpecies,  after  mentioning  the  pharmaceutical 
and  fyftematic  appellations,  an  accurate  defcription  of  the  me- 
dicine is  added,  fo  as  to  diftinguifli  it  from  every  other,  M'ith  the 
mod  ufeful  fynonyms,  the  bell  plate  which  has  been  publiflied 
of  the  plant,  the  country,  and  even  the  foil  where  the  virtue 
of  the  plant  is  in  any  degree  influenced  by  this  circumftance  ; 
an  inltance  of  which  occurs  early,  in  treating  of  the  valerian. 
When  itny  plant,  or  the  part  of  any  other  vegetable,  though 
not  ufed  in  medicine,  refembles  the  fubjecl:  of  our  author's 
dlfquifition,  the  diflin^liQu  is  accurately  pointed  out,  v/ith  the 
diaracfler  of  the  fubftance  which  is  ufed,  and  the  marks  of  its 
goodnefs:  the.  compofitions  are  thofe  of  the  Wirtemburg  Dif- 
penfatory,  the  Danifh,  and  the  Englifli. 

After  this  hillorical  part.  Dr.  Murray  proceeds  to  an  ac- 
count of  the  virtues  •,  and  in  this  department  his.  vail  and  ex- 
tenfive  medical  erudition  is  very  confpicuous.  He  has  collected 
a  greater  number  of  valuable  fa£l;s,  debafcd  by  fewer  trifles  and 
errors,  than  any  author  which  has  hitherto  fallen  into  our  hands. 
The  virtues  of  plants,  as  afcertalned  by  chemical  analyfis,  by 
experiments  out  of  the  body,  and  by  obfervations  on  their  ef- 
fe<^s,  are  defcribed  with  peculi^ir  precifion  \  and  the  quotations 
added  in  the  text,  though  they  deform  the  page,  facilitate  the 
reader's  attention,  by  avoiding  the  diflraction  of  marginal  re- 
ferences. Our  author,  we  have  obfervcd,  purpofcd  to  add  a 
Supplement,  and  next  to  have  proceeded  to  the  animal  and  mi- 
neral kingdoms,  A  particular  chapter  was  defigncdfor  reme- 
dies ufually  kept  fecret.  He  next  intended  to  proceed  to  wa- 
ters, either  pure  or  medicated,  warm  or  cold  ;  in  a  (late  of  va- 
pour, or  congealed  to  ice  or  fnow:  the  cures  by  means  of  air, 
elc£lricity,  &c.  were  to  follow.  Death  however  has,  we  fearj^ 
cut  the  thread  too  abruptly. 

As  we  defign  in  this  Article  only  to  explain  our  author's 
plan,  leaving  the  more  particular  remarks  on  the  execution  to 
a  future  opportunity,  if  our  readers  fhould  confider  it  of  fuffi- 
clent  importance  to  purfue  the  fubje(£l:,  we  (liall  mention  the 
different  natural  orders,  with  a  (hort  account  of  the  nature  of 
the  remedies  included  in  each.  Thofe  of  the  firft  volume  are, 
1.  The  conifer?e,  including  the  turpentines.  2.  Amentace^e,  an 
order  not  perfecSlly  natural,  which  contains  the  aflringentsand 
the  more  aromatic  turpentines,  3.  The  compofits,  including 
the  capitati,  femiflofculofi,  corymbiferi,  and  oppofitifolii  pf 
Linn?eus,  containing  a  motley  group  of  bitters,  mucilaginous 
cxpe6lor.antS;  and  iUmulaiUs.  4.  Aggregate.  5.  Conglomeratae. 

6,  Urns 


Murray — 'Apparatus  Medkamhmm.  537 

6.  Umbellatie,  an  order  only  botanically  natural.  7.  Hedeja- 
cex.  8.  Sarmentactc,  containing  the  warmer  bitters  and  debb- 
ftruents.  9.  Stellat?e.  lO.  Cymofie.  11.  Cucurbitacece,  the 
cooling  feeds.  12.  Solanace?e,  the  narcotic  poifons.  13.  Com-i 
panacea,  the  draftic  purges.  14.  Contort?e,  the  tonics,  includ- 
ing^the  bark. 

The  firft  order  in  the  fecond  volume  *,  the  15th,  are,  the  Ro^ 
tacese,  including  the  purer  bitters.  16.  Sepiari^e,  which  con- 
tain only  the  jafmin  and  the  olive.  17.  Bicornes,  including  the 
bitters  involving  an  acid.  18.  Afperifoliic,  very  generally  de- 
mulcent. 19.  Verticillat^e,  the  warmer  bitters,  fufpecSted  of  a, 
narcotic  tendency.  20.  Perfonat^e.  21.  Rhxades,  the  poppies. 
22.  Putamine?2,  of  which  the  only  medical  plant  is  the  cappa-« 
ris.  23.  Siliquofie,  the  muftards  and  garlics.  24.  Papilionacear, 
the  legumina,  25.  Lomentacese,  an  order.only  botanically  na- 
tural. 

The  26th  order,  the  firft  of  the  third  volume  f,  is  entitled 
Multifiliqux,  containing  the  more  virulent  narcotics,  with  fome 
Others  of  a  milder  clafs,  as  the  white  dittany  and  the  rue.  27. 
Senticofa^,  all  flightly  aftringent.  28.  Pomacea,  the  apples,  al- 
monds, and  oranges,  fome  of  which,  as  the  black  cherry  and 
the  laurocerafus,  are  of  a  fufpicious  nature.  29.  Hefperidex, 
the  warmer  fpices.  30.  Succulentse,  the  cooling  fucculent 
plants.  31.  Columniferje,  the  various  mallows.  32.  Gruinales, 
an  order  in  a  medical  view,  by  no  means  natural,  as  it  contain? 
the  geranium,  the  quaflia,  and  the  acetofella,  the  connexion 
of  whofe  qualities  is  very  remote.  33.  Caryophylleoe.  34.  Ca- 
lycanthema,  containing  only  the  purple  loofe-flrife.  ^^.  Af- 
cyroidece.  36.  Coadunat^e,  which  contains  only  the  anifum 
ftellatum,  fuppofed  by  our  author  to  be  a  genus  of  illiciun, 
which  he  calls  anifatum. 

The  firft  order  of  the  4th  volume  %  (37 th)  is  flyled  Dumor 
fae,  and  is  by  no  means  natural,  as  it  contains  the  warmer 
balfams,  the  elder,  the  buckthorn,  and  the  fumach.  2>^»  Tri- 
hilata; ;  containing  the  hippocallanum,  nafturtium  Indicum, 
berberis  et  tribilus  aquaticus.  39.  Tricocc?e,  the  violent  dra- 
ftics,  including  the  cafcarilla,  a  medicine  of  a  fufpicious  na- 
ture, from  its  botanical  connections ;  the  ricinus,  a  plant  in 
fome  of  its  parts  highly  draftic  ;  and  the  teas.  40.  The  ole- 
raccx,  including,  improperly,  and  we  may  add  erroneoufly,  the 
jiaurels,  the  canella  alba,  and  fome  allringents.  41.  Scabri- 
deie.  42.  Veprecul'je,  including  the  mezereum  and  thymclia 
only. 

The  laft  volume  H  contains,  43.  The  palms.  44.  Piperi- 
t?e.    45.  Scitamenex,  the  aromatics,  and  fpices.     46.  Lillia- 

•  Publiflicdin  I -79.  f  Puhliflied  in  1784. 
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ccXt,  including  all  the  bulbous  roots,  which  incJeed  generally 
poffefs,  when  frefli,  a  peculiar  and  diftintl  acrimony,  47. 
Enfatx,  the  irifes.  48.  Orchidevc.  49.  '^I'ripetatoideie,  which 
(Contains  the  fanguis  draconis  only.  50.  Calamariic,  inchid- 
ing  only  the  farfnpariJla  Gemianica  (carcx  arenaria)  and  tv^o 
fpecies  of  cyperus.  51.  Gramina,  one  or  two  of  which  pof- 
fefs  fome  aroma.  52.  FiUccs.  53.  Mufci.  54.  Algaj.  55. 
Fungr. 

If  we  were  to  commend  this  arrangement  very  greatly,  wc 
muft  view  it  iji  a  botanical  rather  than  a  medipal  view.'  To 
the  botanift  it  wilf  afford  fome  new  information  ;  and  he  wil! 
praife  it,  as  containing  f<^mc  very  judicious  alterations  and 
improvements  in  the  conilruction  of  a  natural  fyftem.  The 
phyircian  will  confider  it  in  a  difl'erent  light  j  and  though  we 
think  highly  of  the  natural  method  in  general,  and  ol  the  ufc 
pi  botanical  analogy,  we  cannot  greatly  commend  the  prefent 
attempt :  it  has  mdced  very  few  advantages  over  an  alphabet 
tical  or  any  other,  equally  artificial,  aiTangement. 

The  faults  arc  not,  however,  entirely  cither  thofe  of  the 
p)an>  or  of  the  author.  M.  iVIurr:^v  world  have  given  a  more 
fcioitific  view  of  the  materia  medico.,  if  he  had  arranged  his 
crders,  and  the  plants  in  each  order,  with  a  due  regard  to 
the  medical  effects.  He  has  now  fcattered  them  without  a 
plan,  antJ  feemingly  by  accident ;  and  has,  in  moll  inltances, 
facrificed  the  botanical  habit  to  the  medical  qualities.  Yet 
many  of  the  orders  are  medically  natural,  and,  with  a  Jittlc 
attention,  might  be  rendered  more  fo.  A  foTirce  of  great 
ieeming  contrariety  arifes  from  tl;e  parts  of  plants  employed. 
Many  of  the  bitters  contain  a  concealed  acid  principle,  which 
h  evolved  in  the  leaves  or  the  fruit.  T7ius  rhubarb,  a  warm 
bitter  purgative,  is  in  its  leaves  purely  oleraceous:  in  other  in- 
ftances,  the  acrimony  of  the  bark,  as  in  the  ricinus,  is  concealed 
by  the  oil  of  the  feeds  j  or  again,  as  is  the  cafcarilla,  the  pungen- 
cy of  the  bark  is  evolved,  and  appears  peculiarly  active  in  the 
leeds.Thefeobje£lions  will  undoubtedly  render  the  botanical  me* 
thod  inconvenient,  if  adopted  as  a  means  of  arranging  the  ma- 
teria medica,  though  they  by  no  means  militate  againft  its  ufe 
as  one  method  of  afcertaining  the  qualities  of  vegetables. — If 
Dr.  Murray^s  apparatus  fhouk)  attract  the  notice  of  an  Englifli 
tranflator,  and  it  would  be  a  work  of  the  higheft  utility,  we 
would  Itrongly  recommend  a  different  arrangement  of  the  or- 
i!ers  of  the  medicines  in  each.  If  we  (hould  find  that  this  at- 
tempt is  not  made,  we  may  on  a  future  occallon  refumiC  thefe 
volumes,  ^m\  extract  fome  pafiages  of  curiofity  or  of  ufe. 
'Jli'cv  abound  with  num^eroas  ont^  of  each  clafs. 
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Phytozook^'ie  PhUofiphique^  par  Noel  Jofcph  de  Nccher^  Botat 
mjlc  dt  ls\  A,  S.  E.  Bavaro  Palatine^  tsfc.  i^c,  %vo.  Neu- 
wid  fur  la  Rhine. 

Noel  Jof.  dc  Ncckefi  Botanific  de  S.  A.  S.  E.  Bavaro  Bala-, 
t'luc^  l^c,  E'.cmenta  BotLinlca,  Genera  genulna^i  SpecJes  na-. 
turales^  isfc.  Secundum  Svftema  Omologlcum  leu  Naturalc, 
Sc'5     3  Vols.    Neowedae  ad  Rhiiiuni. 

WE  mufl  confider  thefe  two  works  in  the  fame  article, 
fince  thev  are  fo  clofely  connected,  that  the  firit  con-. 
t^Ins  the  principles  on  which  the  fecond  refts.  The  omolo- 
gicii  fylleni  is  a  new  one,  and  we  muil  take  notice  of  it  In 
its  career.  We  fufpeft,  however,  that  it  is  tranfitoty  r  it  will 
blaze  a  while,  like  the  meteors,  whofe  nature  we  have  been 
lately  difculhng,  difappear,  and  be  forgotten.  If  ourreadcyrs 
are  adepts  in  the  religious  controverfies  of  former  centuries, 
and  recollect  the  misfortunes  occafioncd  by  the  different  fecls 
of  Omooufians  and  Omoioufians,  they  will  objc6l  to  the  am- 
biguous title  M.  Necker  has  given  to  his  fyilem.  It  depends 
on  fimilarity,  and  (hould  have  been  ftyled  fyltema  omoiologi- 
cum.  Our  author,  in  a  laudable  purfuit  of  a  natural  fyilem,  and 
from  an  enmity  to  every  unneceiTary  fubdivifion,has  thought  of 
a  method  of  placing  an  eternal  barrier  to  all  difputes  of  this  kind, 
by  inveiligating  the  limits  that  nature  has  fixed  to  every  fpe- 
cies  of  plant,  as  well  as  to  every  fpccies  of  animal ;  and  this 
is  what  he  calls  his  *  fyllcm  of  alhmihition,' in  which  he  pro- 
folles  *  to  demonilrate  \i\  what  manner  the  number  of  genera 
and  fpecies  of  animals  has  been  fixed  by  nature,  with  the 
means  of  giving  tlie  moil  perfect  and  complete  hilloryof  thefe 
dillerent  organifed  bodies,  according  to  the  difcovery  of  the 
natural  fyilem.-     His  general  principle  we  fhall  firfl  explain. 

M.  Necker  begins  by  afcertaining  the  true  fignification  of 
the  terms  genus  and  fpccies.  *  Theie  are  no  difputes,  he  adds, 
in  mathematics,  becaiifc  mathematicians  begin  by  definitions.' 
A  genus  then  is  defined  to  be  an  univerfal  characfler  formed 
by  an  abflraclion  of  the  qualities  common  to  an  afiemblage  of 
fpecies;  and  by  fpecies  are  underitood  quahties  or  fimilar 
marks  in  the  individuals  of  one  or  many  different  races,  by 
means  of  which  each  fpccies  is  perpetuated,  and  confined  with- 
in certain  limits,  which  nature  does  not  permit  it  to  pafs. 
The  human  fpecies,  for  inilance,  belongs  to  the  clafs  of  digi- 
tated animals,  or  thofe  whole  tv/o  hands  and  two  feet  are  ter- 
minated by  fingers.  The  poivgo  and  the  ape  arc  two  other 
fpecies  of  the  fame  genus ;  but,  notwithilanding  the  fuffi- 
ciently  marked  relation,  in  the  conformation  of  thefe  two  fpe- 
cies, they  will  always  remain  leparate  and  diilind.    There  is 

no 
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no  example  of  any  race  produced  by  their  union.     It  is  the 
fame  with  otherf pecks  of  the  genus  of  quadrupeds. 

Each  fpecies  may  confifl  of  one  or  of  many  races.  In  the 
human  fpecies  we  fee  the  negro,  the  Laplander,  and  the  Ame- 
rican, very  different  from  the  European  and  Afiatic;  butthefe 
races  unite  with  eafe,  and  produce  a  mulifli  kind,  which,  after 
a  feries  of  years,  returns  again  to  the  race  of  one  of  its  pa- 
rents. The  fam.e  happens  in  the  numerous  race  of  dogs,  and 
fome  other  animals:  the  apparent  difference  between  the  grey- 
liound  and  the  fpaniel,  is  no  objection  to  their  belonging  to 
the  fame  fpecies,  nor  a  proof  that  their  races  may  not  form 
an  union.  The  numerous  varieties  appear  to  the  naturalift^ 
but  fo  r;any  individuals  of  the  canine  fpecies  \  as  the  European 
and  the  negro  are  equally  men. 

Thefc  are  the  principles  which  our  author  applies  to  his  fyf- 
tem  of  botany,  in  order  to  form  a  natural  method  ;  a  plan 
AX'hich  the  elder  Linnaeus  always  had  in  view,  on  which  he 
had  long  laboured,  and  of  which  we  have  only  received  what 
arc  profeffedly  (lylcd  *  fragments.'  This  idea  was  early  the 
favourite  one  of  the  Swcdifh  naturalift,  and  he  avowed  his 
predileclion  for  it  above  half  a  century  ago.  It  has  been  fince 
attended  to  by  numerous  botanifts,  and  was  the  fubjecSt  that 
the  late  Dr.  Hope  lludicd  with  anxious  care ;  but  the  attempt 
of  M.Bernard  Juffieu,  completed  by  his  nephew  A.  L.  de 
Juffieu,  and  publiihed  about  two  years  fince,  is  the  firft  pub- 
lication on  the  fubje^l:,  if  we  except  that,  pf  M.  de  Adanfon. 
This  fyftem  we  have  had  pccafion  to.  notice  •,  and,  though  the 
principle  is  not  that  which  we  fliould  have  preferred,  it  is,  ir\ 
many  rcfpe£ls,  a  valuable  arrangement,  for  which,  whatever 
tribute"  we  pay  to  his  ow^n  and  uncle's  care,  mud  be  confidered 
as  drawn,  in  a  great  degree,  from  M.  Adanfon's  Families  of 
Plants.  The  principles  of  this  laft  author,  whom  the  prefent 
^\'ork  has  recalled  to  our  remembrance,  are  followed  fo  clofely 
by  ]M.  Necker,  that  the  number  of  '  families'  differs  but  by 
four  from  thofe  of  his  predeceffor.  Since  the  period  of  M. 
Juffieu,  another  author  has  publiflied  a  natural  vegetable  fyf- 
tem  ;  but  it  is  a  partial  view,  applied  only  to  one  fcience,  m.e- 
jdieine:  we  allude  to  M.  Murray's  Apparatus  Medicaminum. 
Jn  the  medical  line,  it  is  a  very  valuable  work ;  and  notwith- 
Itanding  our  numerous  claims,  we  have  endeavoured  to  give 
•?in  account  of  fome  part  at  leaft  of  his  labours  in  this 
Number,  M.  Necker,  in  his  prefent  work,  preferves  a* 
much  as  poffible  the  nomenclature  of  Linnaeus,  not  is  this 
the  only  homage  which  he  pays  to  the  reftorer  of  bota- 
ny. His  defcriptions  are  fuch  faithful  copies  of  the  fevual 
fyftem,  that  it  is  eafy  to  refer  any  ptot  to  the  Linna^an  ve-? 
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•retable  In  tlie  valuable  editions  of  Reichard  and  Murray.     If 
ft  had  not  been  for  this  exad  relation,  we  Ihould  have  re^rret-    ■ 
ted  his  ncgle6t:  of  fynonyms^  which  his  new  names,  and  his 
peculiar  method,  fcem  to  render  almoft  indifpenfible. 

It  is  a  juft  complaint,  that  botany  is  become  a  field  (o     . 
vaft,   that  the  imagination  can  fcarcely  meafure  its  extent. 
Repeated  voyages,  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  have  un- 
doubtedly removed  the  former  limits  of  the  fcience;  but  the 
ambition  or  the  ignorance  of  travellers  have  added  pretended 
to  real  novelties,  and  botanifts  have  been  obliged  to  adopt  new 
eenera  and  new  fpecies,  on  the  faith  of  a  hafty  defcription,  or 
of  a  dry  and  badly  preferved  plant.     The  younger  Linnxus 
has  reduced  many  of  the  feemingly  new  plants  to  known  ge-. 
nera :  other  botaniils  have  laboured,  even  more  fuccefsfully, 
in  this  reform.     M.  de  Juiheu  feems  particularly  confident, 
that  the  limits  of  nature  are  already  well  known,  and  that  bo- 
tany can  offer  few  things  abfolutely  new,  to  thofe  acquainted' 
with  the  befh  works.     M.  Necker  adds  his  labours  to  the  re- 
gulation of  this  chaos,  and,  having  formed  the  fame  opinion, 
labours  diligently  to  reduce  the  confufion  to  order. 

In  applying  his  fyftem  to  botany,  he  has  taken  for  his  foun- 
dation the  repeated  experiments  of  the  learned  Kolreuter,  oti 
the  fecundation  of  vegetables,  to  produce  hybrid  plants.  He 
concludes,  '  that  all  the  races  fufceptible  of  a  fertile  union, 
that  is,  where  the  prolific  pollen  of  the  one,  fcattered  on  thef 
correfponding  organs  of  the  other,  generates  a  third,  partak- 
ing of  the  nature  of  its  parents,  belong  neceflarily  to  the  fame 
fpecies  •,  ihofe  which  confift  of  a  fingle  race,  incapable  of  at 
prolific  mixture  with  any  other,  he  calls  fimple  fpeeies.  A 
race,  that  reproduces  itfelf,  is  called  '  immorfal-y  the  mules, 
which  do  not  produce  their  like,  *  mortal  * 

Our  author  is  of  opinion,  that  the  minute  differences  be-^ 
tween  the  races  of  the  fame  fpecies  may  become  an  objecl:  of 
euriofity,  but  will  deferve  httle  attention  from  the  naturalift.  It 
is  tlemonftrated,  he  thinks,  that  plants  of  the  fame  natural  fpe- 
cies, as  well  as  animals,  generally  poffefs  the  fame  qualities, 
and  it  is  loading  the  memory  unneceffarily,  to  give  a  particu- 
lar name  to  each  plant,  which  differs  from  another  in  marks 
fo  Httle  effential.     On  this  account  he  gives  each  natural  fpe- 
cies but  a  fingle  appellation,  which  ftands  in  the  place  of  the 
generic  name  of  botanifts,  and  leaves  to  thofe,  who  are  fond 
of  minute  obfervations,  to  diftinguilh,  if  tliey  think  it  worth 
their  labour,  the  different  races  by  an  additional  name,  which, 
if  proper,  mult  be  formed  from  the  llight  difference  between 
tiiefe  races,  and  which,  of  courfey  naturally  occurs  to  the  whole' 
world. 

Thefa  natural  fpecies  of  our  author  are  therefore  6nly  the' 
a  gener* 
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genera  of  Linngeus,  determined  in  the  manner  pointed  outt^ 
M.  Kolreuter  J  but,  as  there  arc  many  of  thefe  pretended  ge- 
nera, which  do  not  offer  the  fame  analogy  betw^een  the  plants 
which  compofe  them,  it  was  neceflary  to  diilinguifli  them  by 
new  names.  Of  tliefc,  fome  are  borrowed  from  HaHer,  others 
from  Aublbt,  Jacquin,  and  othc:  botaniits  of  diitingiilfhcd 
note;  a  conliderable  number  arc  infertcd  by  the  author;  but 
the  language  of  botany  is  already  too  extenfive  to  allow  us  to 
praife  fo  many  new  appellations. 

All  the  known  plants  do  not  form,  in  our  author's  fyflem, 
above  2000  natural,  welldillinguifhed  fpecies.  Thofe,  which 
arc  dcfcribcd  and  arranged,  amount  to  1842  ;  the  158,  which 
remain,  he  acknowledges  are  not  fo  well  known,  and  he  re- 
commends the  confideration  of  them  to  other  botanills.  Thefe 
fpecies  are  arranged  in  lifty-four  genera,  according  to  his 
new  meaning  of  the  word.  Tb.ough  the  fructification  makes 
the  principal  bafis  of  thefe  diftinclions,  it  does  not  exclude 
'  marks  taken  from  the  habit,  appearance,  fize,  and  other  mi- 
nuter variations.  The  names  arc  derived  from  the  Greek ; 
but  the  greater  part  of  his  divifions  were  already  adopted  by 
botanills,  and  diilinguiihed  by  lefs  fmgular  names,  as  the  ra- 
diat'.e,  flofculofx,  femiflofcuhe,  llellat.e,  umbclliferse,  &c.  and 
the  others  coincide  with  fome  of  the  Linncean  clailcs,  mona- 
delphla,  polyadclphia,  &c.  Since  it  was  necellary  to  form  fome 
new  names,  as  in  the  fruit-trees,  the  *  crowned'  brittle'  *  half- 
opened'*  pulpy';  a  'rctra(Sl:ed,' a 'tortuous,'  ^conglutinated'  'pe- 
rigynande',^'';.[he  feems  to  have  thought  it  convenient  to  change 
the  whole.  The  perigynande  is  a  new  term,  including  calyx, 
and  coroJla  ;  every  thing,  in  Ihort,  that  invelopes  the  fructifica- 
tion :  it  is  diitinguilhed  as  fimple,  double,  or  even  triple,  of 
which  there  are  fome  examples,  and  llyled  monofepalous  or 
plurifepalous,  as  it  confiils  of  one  or  more  leaves. 

The  particular  dcfcription  and  the  diilrlbution  of  the  genera 
we  cannot  include  in  this  account.  We  fliall  only  remark, 
that  our  autlior  often  coincides  with  M.  de  Juffieu,  as  is  na- 
tural, fince  each  is  familiar  with  the  king's  garden,  and  that 
of  Trianon,  while  both  efteem  equally  M.  Adanfon's  worki 
We  have  faid  that  M.  Necker  moll  clofely  follows  this  natu- 
raliil ;  but  his  work  will  be  of  more  general  utility  than  his 
model,  by  the  exacStnefs  of  it«  defcriptions,  and  its  near  ap- 
proach, fo  far  as  regards  the  dillin61:ions  to  the  Linnsean  fyf- 
tem.  Each  genus  is  preceded  by  a  key,  in  which  the  charac- 
ters of  the  plants  belonging  to  it  are  collected,  and  a  plate^ 
which  contains  all  the  diftinguidiing  parts. 

As  his  term  of  fpecies  anfwers  to  the  genera  of  other  au* 
thors,  fo  his  genera  refemble  their  orders.  The  word  claft 
is,  he  thinks,,  repugnant  to  a  natural  fyftem,  fince  nature  pro- 
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4ii«:s  fpccics,  witliout  regarding  their  claflTifieaticii.  Tills  may 
be  truci  bat  plants,  as  well  as  animals,  have  fomc  refem- 
biances,  which,  connected  artfully^  greatly  afiilt  the  memory,, 
und  render  the  iludy  lefs  diihcuk.  This  is  the  great  advantage 
of  an  artilieial  method  j  and  it  would  imdoubtedly  be  a  very  ul'e- 
ful  difcovery,  if  a  method  could  be  invented,  which,  without 
<lelhoying  the  natural  order  of  plants,  would  allbrd  a  mean« 
of  dilUnguifliing  them,  and  alhft  the  memory  in  retaining  the 
diltindlions.  'riiis  would  be  a  work  worthy  of  the  attention 
of  botaniih  and  philoibphers. — The  phytozoologie  philofo- 
phi<.]ue  is  fubloined  alio  to  the  elements. 

The  French  nojnencbture  fcems  not  to  be  executed  very 
happily  5  and,  in  this,  which  we  fliould  not  have  hazarded 
witiiout  authority,  we  rtnd  ourfelves  fupported  by  many  PVench^ 
botaniils.  JVL  dc  Juflieu's  work  would  have  greatly  nfliiled 
our  author,  if  the  two  fyftems  hcul  not  been  publidied  nearly 
at  the  lame  time.  On  the  whole,  M.  Nccker  feems  to  have 
done  fome  fer\  ice  to  botany  ;  but  this  perhaps  is  more  than 
counterbalanced  by  unneceflary  novelties  and  refinements  of  a 
Ipecious  femblance,  rather  than  of  real  utility.  We  cannot 
but  repeat,  that  M.  Necker's  uame  will  probably  not  outlive 
the  remembrance  of  his  cotemporaries. 
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Arnould,  fub-dire<£lor  of  the  board  for  the  balance  of 
commerce,  has  publiflied  unimportant  work,  entitled,' De 
la  Balance  du  Commerce,  &c.'  or,  on  the  balance  of  trade, 
and  on  the  external  commercial  conne6lions  of  France  in 
all  parts  of  the  globe,  particularly  at  tlie  end  of  the  reign 
of  Louis  XIV.  and  at  the  time  of  the  revolution;  the  whole 
fupportcd  by  notes,  and  by  authentic  tables,  relative  to  the 
public  fortune  at  thefj;^  two  epochs,  with  the  value  of  the  pro- 
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grefTive  importations  and  exportations  from  1716  to  1788,  iti- 
clufively.  lliis  work  is  in  two  volumes  8vo.  with  one  quarta 
volume  of  tables  •,  and  is  extremely  interefting  and  well  writ- 
ten. Our  limits  will  not  permit  us  to  prefent  an  analyfis ;  and 
we  mull  content  ourfelves  with  an  extrad.  «  The  exporta- 
tions of  France  to  tlie  European  flates  arofe,  at  the  end  of  the 
reign  of  Louis  XIV.  to  the  fum  of  105  millions  of.livres  ;  at 
the  moment  of  the  revolution  they  amounted  to  424  millions, 
which  forms  an  augmentation  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  four. 
In  this  fum  of  exportations  there  is  to  the  amount  of  152  mil- 
lions in  value,  of  the  productions  of  the  French  Weft  Indian 
iflands,  which  only  yielded  15  millions  at  the  end  of  the  iQign 
of  Louis  XIV.' 

M.  le  Hoe's  '  Memoire  an  Roi,  <?cc.'  or  memoir  to  the  king 
upon  miniftry  and  adminiftration,  8vo.  is  a  fmgular  pamph- 
let, deftined  by  its  author  to  be  read  in  the  royal  council,  but 
written  in  a  language  little  undcrflood  there,  the  voice  of  truth 
being  a  ftranger  to  that  region,  where,  however,  it  is  moft 
neceflary.  Many  complaining,  from  different  motives,  of  the 
little  harrnony  in  the  movements  of  the  French  political  body, 
fome  from  a  wilh  to  haften  the  return  of  tranquillity,  the  fole 
-fonrce  and  fecurity  of  the  advajitages  of  the  new  conititutionj 
(Others  in  order  to  calumniate  the  conllitution,  and  to  ruin  it  in 
its  birth  by  dcilroying  the  public  hope  *,  it  has  become  proper 
to  obviate  fuch  complaints,  by  pointing  out  the  means  by  which 
vigorous  and  uniform  motion  and  life  may  be  at  once  infufed 
into  all  parts  of  the  French  dominions  :  and  this  dcfign  forms 
the  fubjecl  of  jNI.  le  Hoe's  iVlemoir. 

«  La  Police  de  Paris  devoilce,'  or  the  police  of  Paris  unveil-* 
cd,  by  Pierre  Manuel,  one  of  the  adminiilrators  in  1 789,  is 
a  work  not  devoid  of  curiofity  nor  utilitv.  It  has  been  ob- 
ferved,  that  if  the  plague  had  offices,  dignities,  honours,  be- 
nefices, and  pe^ifions  to  dillribute,  there  would  not  want  par-i 
tizans  ready  to  prove  that  it  is  of  right  divine,  and  that  it  is  a 
Jin  to  oppofe  its  ravages.  In  like  m^anner  the  commiffarieSj 
infpedlors,  clerks,  had  taught  tlie  Parifians  to  admire  and 
blefs  the  moft  complicated,  expenfive,  and  defpotic  of  all  po- 
lices, the  fervile  inftrument  of  minifterial  caprice.  This  w^ork 
is  indeed  a  pi£l:ure  of  horrors  :  the  chief  chapters  are  on  the 
police  relative  to  bookfellers  •,  to  men  of  letters  *,  to  libels  and 
newfpapers  ;  to  priefts  j  to  girls  of  the  town  ;  to  grain.  In 
the  laft  chapter  are  detailed  at  length  the  proofs  concerning 
the  notorious  compacl:  of  famine,  the  difcovery  of  which  cofi 
the  valiant  Le  Prevot  tv^^enty-two  years  of  captivity,  and  the 
ruin  of  his  fortune.  All  thofe  concerned  are  named.  This  infers 
Inal  project  arofe  in  the  year  i7--30j  the  defign  was  to  ftarvo- 
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tl\e  people  in  order  to  keep  them  tame ;  and  it  is  faid  that 
Louis  XV.  was  no  ftranger  to  the  plot. 

M.  Gulnguene  has  publiOied  at  Paris  his  Letters  on  the 
ConfefTions  ot  Roufleau.  Hs  thinks  that  the  genius  and  fuc- 
cefs  of  that  great  man,  his  reputation,  that  of  thofe  mentioned 
in  his  Confelhons,  the  connection  between  this  producHon  and 
his  mod  celebrated  works,  the  influence  of  the  incidents  of  his 
life  upon  his  charader,  that  of  his  chavader  upon  his  talents, 
are  all  caufes  which  may  affure  to  this  work  of  RoufTeau  a 
lading  reputation.  The  premature  deaths  of  the  fucceffive 
truftees  of  the  manufcript  have  occafioned  its  publication,  be- 
fore the  period  adigned  by  its  author,  and  many  of  his  ene- 
mies have  thus  met  with  an  early  punifliment.  We  widi  that 
the  hidory  of  the  manufcript  had  bcsn  given  :  two  parts  are 
publidied,  and  a  third  is  expected.  M.  Guinguene  enquires 
into  the  caufes  of  the  clamour  excited  againd  Roudeau's  Con- 
fedions,  and  reveals  many  fecrets  of  felf-love.  The  utility  of 
this  work,  as  M.  Guinguene  infers,  confids  chiefly  in  its  fhew* 
ing  us  a  human  heart  completely  unveiled,  and  in  teaching  us 
to  examine  and  dcvelope  the  fecrets  of  our  own  hearts.  We 
fhall  not  follow  this  ingenious  and  able  apologid  further,  but 
fliall  redri6t  ourfelves  to  our  little  extract,  which  feems  to 
fhew  that  the  Confedions  are  not  unpopular  in  France.  '  Ah 
voila  de  la  pervenche  !  (fays  M.  Guinguene,  ufing  an  ercla- 
mation  of  Roudeau,  upon  feeing  this  flower,  endeared  to  hin\ 
by  a  tender  fcene).  Ah!  here  is  periwinkle!  He  has  done 
-well  to  confecrate  this  flower.  It  is  one  of  thofe  expreffions 
of  the  heart,  which  proves  the  empire  of  genius,  and  the  kind 
of  illumination  which  it  confers  upon  the  mod  fimple  produc- 
tions of  nature.  The  flower  of  the  periwinkle  is  very  pretty ; 
but  it  was  little  knov/n,  and  feldom  enquired  after.*  M. 
Guinguene  then  fays,  that  M.  Desfontaines,  profcflbr  of  bo- 
tany in  the  royal  garden,  has  informed  him,  that  fince  the 
Confedions  appeared,  all  perfons,  but  efpecially  the  women, 
requed  him  to  fliew  this  flovvcr* 

The  defcription  of  the  ifland  of  Gorfica,  by  M.  Perny  de 
Ville-neuve,  deferves  mention.  The  population  of  that  ifle 
amounted  in  1 770  to  1 19,120  perfons,  and  in  i7S7to  140,599. 
Our  author  gives  a  very  complete  account  of  the  manners  o£ 
the  inhabitants,  whofc' pride  and  indolence  are  remarkable  : 
that  they  are  poor  is  a  neceflary  confcquence  ;  and  the  lands 
are  Uttle  cultivated.  But  the  badncfs  of  tlie  government  may- 
be a  radical  caufe  of  thefe  defects ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  freedom  now  imparted  to  the  Corficans,  in  a  Angular 
manner,  from  their  being  the  fubjects  of  France,  may  improve 
their  country  and  their  manners. 

Api'.  Vol.  III.  New  Arr.  P  p  A  fuc- 
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A  fucceflbr  to  Meflieurs  Savary  and  Volney  has  appeared, 
who  treats  the  latter  with  as  much  harfhnefs  as  he  has  fhewn 
to  Savary.  M  de  Ferrieres  has  pubhlhed  at  Paris,  in  two  vols- 
8vo.  his  '  Memoires  Hiftoriques,  &c/  or  hillorical,  political 
and  geographical  memoirs  of  his  voyages  into  Turkey, 
Perfia,  and  Arabia,  from  1782  till  1789,  with  obfervations  on 
the  religion,  manners,  character,  and  commerce  of  thefe  three 
nations,  to  which  are  added,  exa6l  accounts  of  the  Turkilh 
war  againfl  the  Auilrians  and  Ruffians,  the  difpofition  of  the 
three  armies,  and  the  refult  of  the  campaigns.  The  language 
of  this  work  is  fometimes  ungrammatical,  but  it  has  otherwifc 
confiderable  merit.  It  is  faid  that  the  criticifms  of  Volney 
hurt  young  Savary  fo  much  as  to  contribute  to  abridge  his  life  : 
but  it  is  believed  Volney  will  not  prove  fo  fenfitive  to  the 
criticifms  of  M.  de  Ferrieres.  However  this  be,  our  author 
afierts  that  M.  Savary,  who  M-as  perfeiStly  (killed  in  Arabic, 
and  had  refuted  many  years  in  Egypt,  muft  have  been  better 
qualified  to  defcribe  that  country  than  Volney,  who  had  only 
pafied  four  months  at  Aleppo,  as  much  time  among  the  monks 
of  Libanus,  and  not  more  in  Egypt. 

The  abbe  Raynal's  famous  letter  to  the  national  alTembly 
has  met  with  a  brief  but  virulent  reply  in  the  French  Journals, 
figned  Anacliariis  Clootz.  The  writer  aflerts  that  Rayna!  was 
never  a  philofopher,*nor  a  friend  of  liberty  :  he  accufes  the  abb« 
of  having  gained  influence  and  money  by  being  a  fpy  for  the 
police,  and  a  dealer  in  negroes.  He  adds,  that  the  feeble  au- 
thor of  the  work  on  the  ftadtholders  did  not  write  the  celebrat- 
ed hiflory  of  the  European  fettlements,  which  was  the  joint 
produdionof  Pameja,  Dubreuil,  Diderot,  Naigeon,  Holbach, 
and  others.  Inflead  of  fuch  unauthpnticated  malice,  the  au- 
thor had  better  have  had  recourfe  to  the  ufual  difcriminatioa 
of  theory  and  practice;  and  have  contented  himfelf  with  prov 
ing,  by  reafon  2nd  examples,  that  a  theoretic  philofopher,  un- 
accuflomed  to  the  overbearing  incidents  and  expedients  of  real 
ad  ion,  and  to  the  powers  of  chance,  circum.ftance,  and  opi- 
nion, is*  generally  a  poor  judge  of  practical  improvement.  One 
mayv  paint  the  figure  of  a  houfe,  and  yet  know  nothing  of 
building. 

The  *  Traite  du  Tribunal  dc  Famille,'  or,  treatife  oh  ado- 
medic  tribunal,  Paris,  8vo.  points  out  the  means  and  mode 
of  conllituting  fuch  a  judicature,  which  might  judge  of  fepa- 
rations  between  huiband  and  wife,  of  tcftaments,  contrails  of 
marriage,  guardians,  wards,  &C.  without  the  ufual  indecent 
dijputcs  of  near  relations  bL-fore  courts  of  law.  The  fcheme, 
which  was  firlt  fuggelted  by  a  writer  of  our  own  country,  is 
laudable ;  iind  nothing  is  now  impofFible  in  France. 

The 


The  *  Code  Francois/  containing  all  the  decrees  of  thehtc 
liational  alTembly,  is  to  appear  in  fix  volumes,  i2mo.  and  M* 
Julicn,  aid-de-camp  to  M.  de  la  Fayette,  propofes  to  publifli 
in  thirteen  volumes,  8vo.  the  difcufTions  or  debates  of  the  na- 
tional aflembly,  with  an  account  of  the  known  events,  and  fc- 
cret  caufes  which  influenced  them,  and  chara£ters  of  the 
speakers. 

At  Stralburg  have  been  advertifed  the  complete  works  of 
the  duke  de  St.  Simon,  in  thirteen  volumes  8vo.  confilVmgof 
memoirs  of  the  reigns  of  Louis  XIV.  and  XV.  and  the  inter- 
mediate regency  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  witli  notes  and  ad-* 
.  ditions  at  the  end  of  each  volume,  extracted  from  the  letters 
,of  the  author,  and  of  different  princes  and  nobles.     Pretixt  is 
.to  be  an  account  of  what  was  done  by  the  French  govern- 
ment)  towards  fupprefTmg  this  writer*s  works,  before  the  re- 
, volution  of  1789.     7'he  three  volumes  publilhed  under  the 
title  of  *  Memoirs  de  St.  Simon,'   1788,  form  but.  a  meagr» 
cxtra6l  from  this  great  work,  which  is  too  daring  to  have  been 
permitted  in  France  before  the  revolution :  but  it  is  now  ♦■obe 
hoped  that  the  public  may  enjoy  the  complete  publication. 

M.  Ramond,  the  able  tranflator  of  Mr.  Coxe's   Letters  oil 
Switzerland  into  French,  has  publifhed  a   treatife  intituled, 
*  Obfervations  faites  dans  les  Pyrenees,'  or,  obfervations  made 
among  the  Pyrenees,  a  work  of  a  new  and  interefting  nature. 
It  is  the  production  of  an  obferver  accuftomed  to  paint  ths 
grand  obje£ls  of  nature,  and  who  is  a  ftranger  to  few  fciences. 
The  warmth  and  truth  of  his  defcriptions,  and  the  variety  of 
his  obfervations,  intereft  readers  of  every  clafs :  he  beguile* 
them  by  degrees  into  the  moft   ferious  and  important  difcuf- 
fions  •,  and  his  remarks,  which  at  firft  appear  only  local  and 
geographical,  conduft  to  conclufions  of  original  merit.     M» 
Ramond  eftablifhes,  as  a  certain  truth,  that  the  radical  dif*- 
tin6tion  of  races  of  men  may  be  placed  as  an  axiom  in  natural 
hiftory.     The  fame  climate  has  not  in  the  whole  courfe  of 
ages  confounded  various  races;  and  diflerent  climates  have 
never  made  a  diflinClion  in  the  race.     To  his  inftances  frorn 
India,  Arabia,  from  the  Copts,  the  Greeks,  the  Turks,  abov« 
all  tlie  Jews,  who  preferve   in  all  climates  their  original  phy- 
fiognomy,  and  fpeak  moft  languages  with  the  inflexions  of  the 
Arabic,  he  might  have  added  others  from  Abyflinia,  and  Ice- 
land.   In  modern  times  more  exaCl:  information,  fays  a  foreign 
journalift,  has  removed  from   climates  the  exaggerated  influ- 
'  cnce  which  was  imputed  to  them  in  phyfics,  and  in  morals  v 
and,  far  from  granting  that  their  power,  may  even  determine 
the  nature  of  government,  we  now  doubt  its  effecls  even  on 
the  races  and  individuals  of  mankind. 

P  p  2  «  Londr« 
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*  Londres  et  fes  Environs,*  or,  London  and  its  environs,  a 
■work  compofed  at  London,  Paris,  tw^o  vols.  i2mo.  forms  an 
ufeful  guide  to  ftrangers. 

M.  de  Beauchamp,  whofe  account  of  his  Travel*  irt  Perfia 
we  mentioned  with  applaufe  on  a  former  occafion,  has  favour- 
ed the  public  with  a  memoir,  inferted  in  the  Journal  des  Sa- 
vans,  concerning  feme  Babylonian  antiquities.  He  obferves, 
that  of  the  veftiges  fuppofed  to  remain  of  ancient  Babylon, 
only  two  can  be  inferred  to  offer  any  determination  concern- 
ing its  pofition :  I.  Tak-Kefre,  fix  leagues  on  the  fouth-eaft 
of  Bagdad,  and  near  the  Tigris  j  but  really  twelve  leagues 
from  Babylon  ;  2.  The  rubbifli  in  the  environs  of  Hella  on  the 
Euphrates,  on  a  fpot  by  the  Arabs  termed  Makloubet,  and 
which  is  the  fole  remain  of  Babylon.  Tak-Kefre,  or  the  por- 
tico of  Kofrou,  or  Chofroes,  as  fometimcs  interpreted,  M.  de 
Beauchamp  rather  inclines  to  think  may  be  tranflated,  the 
broken  portico.  It  is  an  edifice  270  feet  long,  and  86  high. 
In  our  traveller's  opinion  this  building  is  too  rude  for  the  age 
of  Chofroes,  who  flourifhcd,  fays  he,  A.  D.  600;  but  he  for- 
gets Kcy-Kofrou,  or  Chofrou  the  Illuftrious,  a  Perfian  king  of 
the  firft  feries,  though  we  think  little  can  be  founded  upon  tra- 
ditional appellations.  Near  this  enormous  edifice  are  ruins  on 
both  fides  of  the  Tigris,  called  by  the  Arabs  Medaine,  or  the 
two  towns,  that  is  Seleucia  and  Ctefiphon.  A  few  years  fincc 
a  fine  ftatue  of  an  infant,  in  white  marble,  was  found  here. 

The  ruins  of  Babylon  appear  vifibly  one  league  to  the  north 
of  Hella.  There  is  particularly  a  mount  formed  of  bricks, 
ftiil  called  Babel  by  the  Arabs :  the  bricks  are  hardcne(i  with 
fire,  and  cemented  with  zcpht,  or  bitumen.  Towards  the 
river  there  is  a  large  quantity  of  rubbifh,  which  has  afforded, 
and  Hill  affords,  materials  for  building  Hella,  an  Arabian  town 
©f  ten  or  twelve  thoufand  fouls  :  and  here  are  found  large  and 
thick  bricks,  impreffed  with  unknown  characters,  fome  of 
which  are  in  the  hands  of  abbe  Barthelemy.  Sometimes  cham- 
bers are  difcovered  with  earthen  vefTels,  and  infcribed  pieces 
of  marble ;  even  flatues  have  been  found.  In  one  chamber 
was  the  figure  of  a  cow,  formed  with  varnifhed  bricks,  and 
reprefentations  of  the  fun  and  moon  :  M.  de  Beauchamp  found 
one  brick,  upon  which  was  a  lion,  and  others  which  bore  cref- 
cents.  He  was  informed  that  antiquities  are  found  at  three 
places  in  this  region;  i.  Makloube,  2.  BroufTa,  two  leagues 
fouth-wefl  of  Hella  in  the  defert ;  3.  Kaides,  beyond  Broulla. 
Moil  of  the  bricks  at  Makloube  are  ftamped  with  infcriptions, 
which  are  concealed  by  the  pofition  of  the  layers  :  black  ftoncs 
with  infcriptions  are  alfo  found  here  and  at  Broufla.  It  is  pro- 
bable 
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bable  that  many  medals  might  be  found  in  the  ruins  of  Ba- 
bylon, if  any  attention  were  paid.  M.  de  Beauchamp  pro- 
cured one  of  copper  :  the  head  was  not  adorned  with  a  mitre, 
as  in  the  Parthian  coins,  but  with  a  flowered  crown.  One 
hundred  coins  of  bafe  filver  were  lately  found  at  Nemrod, 
which  appear  to  be  Babylonian  or  Parthian.  Hella  Is  32^  38' 
in  latitude  ;  and  41°  53'  30"  eail:  of  Paris.  M.  de  Beauchamp 
clofes  this  interelting  paper  with  fome  geographical  remarks, 
and  a  brief  account  of  the  Yezidis,  a  Manichxan  feci  near 
Mouflbl,  who  follow  the  tenets  contained  in  a  book  called 
Lohi-Mani. 

ITALY. 

At  Genoa  has  appeared  the  firit  volume  of  a  work  entitu- 
led,  '  Storia  Univerfale,  &c.'  or  an  univerfal  hiftory  from  the 
creation  to  the  Chriftian  xra.  This  volume  commences  with 
technical  chronology,  after  which  occurs  a  preface  on  the  ori- 
gin and  progrefs  of  hiftory,  on  its  different  clafles,  on  the 
writers  of  univerfal  hiftory,  the  plan  of  the  prefent  work,  &c. 
Then  follows  the  hiftory,  which  is  carried  down  to  the  vo- 
cation of  Abraham, 

In  antiquities,  long  the  favourite  ftudy  of  Italy,  a  treatlfe 
has  been  publifhed  under  this  title:  '  Difiertazione  critico-fe- 
pulcrale,  &c.'  or  a  critlco-fepulchral  differtation  on  a  monu- 
ment difcovered  at  the  place  called  IlPoggio  delle  Fornaci,  near 
the  town  of  Viterbo,  4to.  On  the  weft  of  Viterbo  is  a  fpot 
in  which  many  fepulchral  antiquities  are  found,  particularly 
large  urns,  concerning  two  of  which,  found  entire,  the  pre- 
fent diflertation  is  written.  The  lid  of  each  urn  reprefented 
a  bed,  on  which  is  reclined  a  woman  elegantly  drefred,hcr  head 
a  little  raifed,  and  her  left  arm  fupported  by  a  rich  cufhion. 
The  author  fuppofes  thefe  monuments  to  be  early  Etrufcan/ 
and  to  have  contained  the  remains  of  two  women  of  rank : 
amid  other  curious  matter  are  fome  learned  difcuftions  on  the 
pra£lice  of  the  Etrurians,  and  which  afterwards  pafled  to  the 
Latins  and  Romans,  that  of  placing  their  fepulchres  on  the 
highways,  or  in  remote  fpots  near  ftreams,  as  in  the  prefent 
inftance. 

The  *  Collezzione  de  tutto  do  che  di  Pittura,  &c.'  or, 
coUe^lion  of  all  the  monuments  of  painting,  fculpture,  and 
architecture,  mofaics,  and  other  ornaments  of  the  great  church 
of  the  Vatican,  by  M.  Baftide,  is  about  to  appear  in  eight  vo- 
1  umes,  with  eight  hundred  engravings. 

In  the  feventeenth  volume  of  the  comedies  of  Goldoni,  pub- 
liftied  by  Zalla  at  Venice,  there  are  fome  alterations  in  the 
ponnadi  Garbo,  apparently  by  the  author. 
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A  new  edition  of  Boccolari's  '  Nuovo  Geografia  ;*  orj  new 
fyftem  of  geography,  an  ufeful  little  work,  has  appeared  at 
Pavia^  i2mo. 

GERMANY. 

The  firfl  volume  of  M.  Schultz's  work,  On  Paris  and  the 
Parifians,  Berlin,  8vo.  has  been  not  unfavourably  received.  The 
fubjecl  is  not  new,  but  as  objects  change  their  appearance  ac- 
cording to  the  different  points  of  view  in  which  they  are  be- 
held, obfervations  on  Paris  by  a  German  are  in  fome  degree 
intereiliug.  This  book  has  moreover  the  advantage  of  being. 
one  of  the  lateft  in  its  kind ;  and  Paris  has  fuffered  a  great 
change  within  thefe  two  years.  Befides,  the  capital  of  a  great 
empire  may  be  compared  to  a  hot-bed,  in  which  the  plants  are 
always  forced,  and  will  degenerate  in  the  fame  proportion  that 
they  are  crouded  without  feleftion :  and  fmce  the  revolution 
the  afTortment  is  much  changed.  The  author  has  a  peculiar 
talent  for  difcerning  objefts  in  their  real  light :  his  ftyle  is  de- 
cent, eafy,  and  concife.  He  prefents  facts  without  declaiming 
cither  a^^ainil  defpotifm  or  againft  licentioufnefs.  Vice  and 
mifery,  which  at  Paris  appear  under  fo  many  mafques,  are 
painted  with  true  colours,  but  not  fo  dark  as  thofe  of  Mercier. 
Mr.  S.  rather  difplays  human  weaknefs  than  the  depravity  of 
our  nature,  and  engages  us  rather  to  pity  than  to  hate,  'rhe 
picture  is  enlivened  with  many  features  of  rational  charafter, 
which,  in  general,  have  more  of  good  than  of  evil ;  and 
the  author  remarks  feveral  delicate  Ihades  of  difcrimination 
which  efcape  common  obfervers.  This  firft  part  contains  a 
general  fketch  of  Paris,  with  remarks  on  the  population, 
the  police,  the  tribunals,  the  prifons,  and  the  charitable  efta- 
blifl^ments.  The  fquare  called  Palais  Royal,  which  has  become 
the  centre  of  politics,  amufements,  and  vices,  occupies  a  large 
fpace  in  this  volume*,  and  interefting  details  are  given  con- 
cerning it»  The  fecond  volume  is  to  treat  of  Parifian  manners 
in  j^eneial,  and  of  the  theatres. 

The  three  firft  chapters  of  a  v/ork  entitled  the  Hiftory  of 
our  Times,  have  appeared  at  Lipftad  in  Weftphalia.  In  this 
obfcure  corner  an  author  has  arifen,  who  has  fome  pfetenfions 
to  merit,  efpecially  in  point  of  judgment  and  ftyle.  He  begins 
with  the  French  revolution,  affuming  the  order  of  his  narration 
from  the  year  J  786,  the  date  of  the  affcmbly  of  the  notables, 
and  continuing  it  to  the  national  confederation  on  the  four- 
teenth of  J  uly  1 790.  Then  follows  an  account  of  the  troubles 
in  the  Netherlands ;  the  late  emperor  our  hiftorian  regards  as 
a  great  man,  too  much  enlightened  for  his  people.  An  ac« 
count  of  the  Turkifh  war  is  then  given, 
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At  Erlang,  M.  Ruckert  has  publifhed  the  third  part  of  his 
*  Der  feldban  Chemifch  Unterfucht,  &c.*  or,  chymical  re- 
fcarches  in  agriculture. 

The  *  Necrolog  auf  dafs  Jahr  1790/  or,  necroMgy  for  the 
year  1 790,  containing  the  lives  of  celebrated  or  remarkable  per- 
sons who  died  in  that  year,  printed  at  Gotha,  8vo.  is  fortunate 
in  its  firft  appearance.  Franklin,  Jofeph  II.  Lewis  of  Hefle- 
Darmftadt,  Howard,  are  fome  of  the  illuflrious  fubje£ts  of 
this  biography. 

SWITZERLAND. 

M.   Bourlt*s   '  Itineraire  de  Geneve,  Src'  or,  itinerary  of 
Geneve,  Laufanne,  and  Chamouni,  (liall  be  placed  under  this 
divifion,  though  printed  at  Geneva,  i2mo.     This  is  a  v/orkof 
fmali  fize,  but  containing  much   information.     In   the   firft 
chapters  are  given  a  topographical  defcription  of  Geneva,  its 
lake  and  territory,  the  branches  of  its  government  are  then 
treated,  and  the  police,  revenues,  &c.     In  fketching  the  cha- 
racter of  the  Genevans,  he  infifts  chiefly  on  their  manners,  in- 
dullry  in  manufactures  and  trade,  their  love  of  fimplicity,  and 
capacity  for  the  fciences.   Two  Appendixes  follow,  containing 
a  lift  of  the  beft  inns  and  lodging-houfes,  .&c.  and  the  names 
of  the  Genevan  authors,  dead  or  living,  wliofe  works  may  be 
procured,  with  the  prices.     Then  fucceeds  a  feries  of  letter* 
defcribing  Chamouni  and  Laufanne.   M.  Bourit  obferves,  that 
the  ladies  of  Geneva  much  furpafs  the  men  in  fliape  and  in  phy- 
fiognomy,  a  circumftance  which  is  imputed  to  the  attention 
which  the  fair  fex  here  pays  to  the  precepts  of  Rouileau  on 
education.     The  town   of  Laufanne  was,  till  the  fifth  cen- 
tury only  a  village,  called  Colonia  Equeltris,  ftlU  preferving  its 
name,  and  forming  one  of  the  principal  ftreets  of  the  town. 
It  retains  a  fmgular  privilege  ;  for  every  citizen  who  becomes 
the  proprietor  of  a  houfe  in  this  ftreet,  acquires  the  right  of 
being  one  of  the  judges  in  criminal  matters      All  the  proprie- 
tors formerly  fat  to  judge  in  the  open  air,  now  they  execute 
their  functions  in  the  guild-hall.    I^aufannc  was  afterwards  fo 
called  from  Laus  Anncc,  a  denomination  arifing  from  the  re- 
liques  of  St-  Ann,  here  formerly  held  in  high  veneration. 

HOLLAND. 

The  Batavian  Society  of  Rotterdam  has  publiflied  the  ninth 
volume  of  their  Memoirs  ;  at  the  head  of  which  appears  a  fliort 
life  of  Stephen  Hoogcndyk,  the  founder  of  this  affociation.  He 
was  a  goldfmith,  and  as  he  poflefled  a  large  fortune,  and  had 
no  near  relations,  he  employed  an  ample  portion  of  his  wealth 
and  time  in  the  encouragement  of  public-fpiriled  exertions. 
He  was  particularly  interefted  in  the  fuccefs  of  the  Batavian 
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Society,  to  which  he  prefented  a  large  colIe6tion  of  inftru- 
ments  ufed  in  the  cultivation  of  natural  philofophy  5  and  at  his 
death  left  a  confiderable  legacy  to  this  inftitution.  7'he  chief 
articles  in  this  volume  relate  to  the  draining  of  marfhes  and 
embankation  of  rivers. 

At  Harlem  has  appeared  a  work  intituled  *  Levens-fchetzen, 
&c.'  or  biographical  Iketohes  of  celebrated  men  and  women 
qf  the.  Netherlands,  publiflied  by  th»^  fociety  of  public  good. 
This  book  only  forms  the  firll  part  of  a  moral  compilation  for 
the  inll:ru<£lion  of  youth. 

The  hiPiorical,  political,  and  oeconomical  Atlas,  publiflied  in 
numbers  at  Dort,  fclio,  in  the  Dutch  language,  prefents  an 
abridge  ent  of  what  is  moft  interefting  in  the  hiftory,  com-r 
jncicc,  and  agriculture  of  each  country. 

DENMARK. 

We  have  only  now  feen  the  elegant  Danlfli  edition  of  ba- 
ron Hulberg's  fatire  on  the  univerfity  of  Copenhageti,  formerly 
publiftu-d  in  Latin,  under  the  title  of  Klimii  Iter  Subtervaneum^ 
This  work  is  printed  in  the  Roman  letter,  not  in  the  black  cha- 
ra6ler  abfurdly  ufed  to  this  day  in  Germany  and  Sweden,  and 
forms  a  quarto  volume,  ornamented  with  fine  plates  engraved 
\)y  Clemens,  after  defigns  of  Abildgaard  an  eminent  painter. 

SWEDEN. 

The  fecond  volume  of  the  Tranfa£lions  of  the  Swediih 
Academy  of  Belles  Lettres  and  Infcriptions,  publifhcd  this 
year  at  Stockholm,  contains  the  following  articles. 

1.  Hiftorical  remarks  on  fome  ancient  gold  coins  found  in 
(he  ifle  of  Oeland. 

Tliefe  remarks  are  written  by  M.  Engeftroem,  who  has  con*- 
fiderable  flcill  in  niedals,  as  well  as  in  other  departments  of  li- 
terature. The  coins  in  queftion  are  gold  florins,  the  moft  mo- 
<lern  of  which  were  ftruck  about  the  year  1450.  Twenty- 
three  are  defcribed,  being  fpecimens  of  all  the  varieties  dif- 
covered  :  ten  of  the  mofl  remarkable  are  engraved. 

2.  p.emark§  on  the  fcience  of  emblems  fo  far  as  it  concerr.8 
medals,  by  M.  Adlerbeth. 

After  fome  preliminary  remarks  on  the  hiftory  of  medals, 
their  nature,  and  the  differences  between  them  and  common 
coin,  the  author  gives  fatisfaftory  details  on  the  infcriptions, 
portraits,  figures,  and  devices  to  be  emxployed. 

3  Hiftorical  rcfearches  into  the  confraternity  of  our  Savi- 
©r's  holy  body,  at  Stockholm,  by  M.  Murberg. 

The  confraternitiesj  rcfembling  a  kind  of  fpiritujil  frec-ma- 
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ons,  were'  m\ich  in  faftilon  at  the  commencement  of  the  fix-. 
^eenth  century.  Among  a  number  of  thefe  eltabliilmients  in 
Sweden,  this  was  one  of  the  moH:  confiderable.  It  received 
not  only  clergy,  but  laity  of  both  fexes,  with  no  condition  but 
that  of  paying  for  the  patent.  King  Charles  VIII.  was  in- 
fcribed  a  member  when  oil  his  death-bed  ;  and  the  adminiilra- 
tor  Steno  Sture  even  after  death.  This  fociety  joined  tempo- 
ral riches  to  the  treafures  of  fpiritual  merit. 

4.  An  account  of  the  prizes  diflributed  by  the  Academy  on 
the  20th  of  March,-  1787. 

5,  One  of  the  pieces,    crowned  at  the  meeting  for  that 
purpofe,  was  written  by  M.  Flintcnberg  :    the  fubje6t:  v/as, 
the  connections  of  commerce  and  policy  between  Sweden  and 
the  Hanfe  Towns,  and  the  efFecSls  of  thefe  connecl:ions.     The 
firll  part  of  this  diflertation  difplays  the  inlluence  of  thefe  con- 
nedlions  on  Swedifh  politics,  from  the  formation  of  the  Han- 
featic  league,  in  the  middle  of  the  thirteenth  century,  when 
Hamburgh  and  Lubec  confederated  to  preferve  the  liberty  of 
navigation,  and  the  fecurity  of  the  public  roads,  an  union  iit ' 
which  other  commercial  towns  joined,  and  which  was  main- 
tained till  the  end  of  the  fixteenth  century.   In  the  fecond  part 
the  author  particularifes  the  nature  of  the  commerce  between 
the  Hanfe  Towns  and  Sweden,  their  privileges  in  that  king- ' 
dom,  and  the  general  eiteds  of  this  trade.     It  appears  that 
Sweden  profited  much  by  this  intercourfe  *,  and  that  the  Ger- 
mans introduced  the  arts  and  manufaftures.     It  is  doubtlefs 
advantageous  to  a  nation  to  carry  on  trade  in  its  own  bottoms: 
yet  a  commodity  is  always  more  valued  when   the  merchant 
comes  to  purchafe,  than  when  it  is  carried  to  his  refidence* 
The  Chinefc,  who' have  almoft  no  navigation,  procure  in  ex- 
change for  their  dried  leaves  and  trinkets  vafl:  quantities  of  Eu- 
ropean money.     But  fafhion  reigns  over  the  opinions  of  ftatek 
men,  as  well  as  over  thfe  bonnets  of  the  ladies. 

6.  Count  Oxenftierna*s  difcourfe  upon  his  admiflion  into 
the  academy. 

7.  An  eflay  on  the  hiflorical  ftyle,  by  Mr.  Hallenberg,  liif- 
^oriographer  of  Sweden. 

The  author  paiTes  in  review  the  moft  eminent  ancient  and 
modern  hiftorians,  and  (hews  the  advantages  and  defe£ls  of 
each  in  manner  and  ftyle.  His  remarks  difplay  confiderable 
Itnowledge  and  tafte. 

8.  A  projeft  for  the  medals  of  great  men,'during  the  reigns 
cf  Guftavus  Adolphus  and  Chriftina,  by  Mr.  Luth. 

9.  A  colledion  of  defigns  for  medals,  chofen  from  thofc 
prcfentcd  at  the  folemn  meeting, 

A  Swedifli  comedy  in  three  a6ls,  called  Tadclfkeoln,  or  the 
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School  for  Scandal,  in  imitation  of  Mr.  Sheridan's  drama,  has 
fuccefsfully  appeared  on  the  theatre  at  Stockholm. 

The  '  Swenka  Archivum/  or  Swedifli  archives,  pubhflied 
at  Stockholm,  by  M.  Gioerwell,  keeper  of  the  royal  library, 
appear  in  Numbers  from  the  rich  colledion  of  the  editor; 
who,  after  employing  thirty-five  years  in  his  labours  for  lite- 
rary hiftory,  and  in  the  publication'  of  diiFerent  periodical 
"works,  novv^  lives  in  rural  retirement^  folely  occupied  with  the 
hiftory  of  his  country. 

The  baron  de  Rofenhane  has  publifhcd  a  *  Kort  Utcaft  ;' 
or  abilract  of  the  hiftory  of  Adolphus  Frederic,  king  of  Swe- 
den, and  of  his  queen,  founded  on  a  feries  of  their  medals  and 
jeitoons,  8vo.  This  work  is  a  continuation  of  the  hiftory  of 
the  kings  and  queens  of  Sweden,  by  the  late  M.  Berch,  and 
is  worthy  to  be  placed  by  the  fide  of  that  efteemed  proautlion. 
After  learned  reftarches  into  the  origin  of  the  houfe  of  Olden- 
burg, different  branches  of  .which  now  flourifti  on  the  three 
northern  thrones,  is  given  the  life  of  the  late  king,  which  oc- 
cupies 150  pages,  and  that  of  the  queen,  which  fills  100. 
The  authorities  and  proofs  conftitute  the  reft  of  the  volume. 
To  the  medals  ftrtick  in  honour  of  the  king  and  queen,  arc  ■ 
added  thofe  which  bear  the  bulls  of  the  princes  and  princefles 
of  Sweden,  down  to  the  epoch  of  tliat  which  is  confecrated  to 
the  memory  of  the  naval  conflI(St;at  Hogland,  under  the  orders 
of  the  duke  of  Sudcrmania.  The  author  clofes  with  the  de- 
fcriptioh  of  the  various  coins  in  gold,  fiiver,  and  copper, 
ftruck  during  the  reign  of  which  he  treats.  If  there  remain 
any  intelligence  to  be  added  to  this  work  this  care  will  pro- 
bably be  left  to  future  times,  in  which  the  veil  may  be  remov- 
ed, M'hich  covers  many  circumftances  not  permitted  to  be  dif- 
clofed,  by  the  recent  relpecl:  due  to  illuilrious  pcrfons  and 
families. 

PRUSSIA. 

Mr.  Bufchlng*s  German  DifTertation  on  the  ninnhig  Schools 
deferves  notice,  though  only  a  thin  ouano  pamphlet.  1  he 
running  fchools,  or  carcrJurii^  conlifted  of  fcholars,  who  went 
on  certain  days  of  the  week  to  collc61:  alms  for  their  fupport, 
by  fmging  before  the  houfes.  Mr.  Bufching  ftiews  the  origin 
of  this  pracl:ice,  which  is  very  ancient,  efpecially  in  Denmark. 
He  mentions  celebrated  men  who  have  been  indebted  to  this 
mode  of  education,  pavticulariy,  I.  Luther,  M'ho  in  the  years 
1497  and  1*498,  belonged  to  the  running  fchools  of  Magde- 
burg and  Eifenach  ;  2.  Miclvael  Ilalding,  raifed  to  the  higneft 
dignities  by  :hc  emperors  Charles  V.  and  Ferdinand;  3  Af- 
fuerus  Fritich,  an  able  iuvryer,  and  the  chancelor  of  a  princi- 
pality i 
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pality  ;  4*  John  Matthias  Gefner,  counfcllor  to  his  Britannic 
xnajefty,  and  profelTor  at  Gottingen.  He  proceeds  to  (hew 
the  inconveniences  of  this  plan,  particularly  in  large  towns; 
and  propofes  other  expedients  to  fupport  poor  fcholars. 

M.  de  Verdy,  chamberlain  to  the  PrulTian  king,  has  pub» 
lifhed  at  Berlin  a  valuable  work  in  French,  entituled  the  Genea- 
logical and  Chronological  Hiftory  of  the  Houfe  of  HefTe  Hom- 
burg,  to  ferve  as  a  continuation  to  Mallct^s  hiftory  of  Hefle, 
compofed  from  the  archives  of  the  family.  The  epithets,  '  ge- 
nealogical and  chronological,'  are  as  abfurd  as  Raynal's  *  phi- 
lofophical  and  political,'  being  implied  in  the  very  nature  and 
eflence  of  the  refpeclive  works  •,  but  we  expe6t  foon  to  fee 
fome  French  work  entituled,  *  The  hiftoricai  hiftory,  &c.* 
The  prefent  produ61:ion  has,  however,  great  merit :  and  the 
life  of  Frederic  II.  furnamed  With  the  Silver  Leg,  v/ho  was 
born  in  1633,  unites  the  adventures  of  romance  with  the  Ic- 
lidity  of  truth.  A  letter  of  Mr.  fiertzberg,  late  the  PraiBan 
minifter  of  ftate,  is  publiihed,  in  which  he  candidly  allows  that 
the  royal  author  of  the  Memoirs  of  Brandenburg  had  laiien 
into  a  grofs  miftake,  concerning  a  battle  in  which  this  r  re- 
deric  II.  landgrave  of  Hefle-Homburg,  was  concerned. 

The  work  intituled  *  Friedrichs  dcb  Zweiten,  &c.'  or  the 
correfpondence  of  Frederic  II.  king  of  Pruffia,  before  and  after 
hisacceftion  to  the  throne,  with  M.  Duhan  dc  Jandun,  Eerhn, 
a  volume  of  118  pages  in  8vo.  in  German  ;  or  in  French  132 
pages  i2mo.  is  valuable  to  thofe  who  know  how  to  eftimate  the 
6rft  fparkles  of  genius.  As  the  preceptor  of  the  young  prince 
had  acquired  the  utmoft  confidence  with  his  pupil,  the  foul  of 
Frederic  appears  unveiled,  and  difplays  much  gooducfs  and  fen- 
fibility.  But  power  corrupts  the  pofleflbr  and  all  around  him. 
This  correfpondence  begins  at  the  year  1 727,  when  M.  Du- 
ban's  preceptorate  ended,  and  is  continued  with  intervals  to 
the  death  of  M.  Duhan,  m  1746.  The  fon  of  this  preceptor 
communicated  the  prefent  letters  to  the  editor,  who  is  fuppofed 
to  be  M.  Formey :  the  French  is  the  original. 

RUSSIA. 

M.  Hupel  has  publiftied  at  Riga  his  treatifc  In  German, 
*  Van  den  Cofaken,'or,  upon  the  Cofacs,  with  other  memoirs, 
Bvo.  The  information  of  this  author  fecms  to  defervc  confi- 
dence. 
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An  Hijiorical  Difqut/ition  concerning  the  Knowledge  which 
the  Ancients  had  of  India,  By  If^diiam  Robcytfo/i^  D.  D 
F,  R.  S,     (Concluded  from  p,  131.^ 

■\ "XTE  now  proceed  to  confider  the  fourth  an,d  lafl:  feclion, 
^^    the  Notes,  and  Appendix,  of  this  work.     The  general 
obfervations,  contained  in  the    hft   fe6tion,  are  thus  intro-' 
cjuced. 

*  Thus  I  have  endeavoured  to  defcrlbe  the  progreA  of  trade 
v.ith  India,  both  by  fea  and  by  land,  from  the  carliefl  times 
in  which  hiftory  affords  any  authentic  information  concerning  it, 
until  an  entire  revolution  was  made  in  its  nature,  and  the  mode  of 
carrying  it  on,  by  that  great  difcovery  which  I  originally  ii.ved  tq 
the  utmoll  boundary  of  my  inquiries.  Here,  then,  this  difquifi- 
tion  might  have  been  terminated.  But  as  I  have  conducted  my 
readers  to  that  period  when  a  new  order  of  ideas,  and  new  ar- 
rangements of  policy  began  to  be  introduced  into  Europe,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  value  and  importance  of  commerce  being  fo  tho- 
roughly underftood,  that  in  almoll  every  country  the  encourage- 
ment of  it  became  a  chief  objeft  of  public  attention  ;  as  we  have 
now  reached  that  point  whence  a  line  may  be  drawnvvhich  marks 
the  chief  diftini^lions  between  the  manners  and  political  inftitutions 
cf  ancient  and  modern  times,  it  will  render  the  work  more  in- 
ilru^live  and  uleful,  to  conclude  it  with  fome  general  obfervations, 
which  naturally  arife  from  a  furvey  of  both,  and  a  comparifon  of 
the  one  with  the  other.  Thefe  obfervations,  I  truft,  will  be  found 
a^ot  only  to  have  an  intimate  connection  with  the  fubjeft  of  my 
-refearches,  and  to  throw  additional  light  upon  it ;  but  will  ferve 
to  illuftrate  many  particulars  in  the  general  hiftory  of  commerce, 
and  to  point  out  effefts  or  confequences  of  various  events,  which 
have  not  been  generally  obferved,  or  confidered  with  that  attentioji 
which  they  merited-' 

Thefe  general  obfervations  relate,  i.  to  the  reafon  why  the 
paflage  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  was  not  difcovered  in  an- 
cient times  :  2.  to  the  caufes  of  the  rapid  progrefs  made  by  the 
moderns,  in  exploring  India,  and  of  their  extenfive  power, 
3nd  valuable  fettlements  in  that  country :  3.  to  the  fudden  ef- 
fect: of  opening  a  direcfl  communication  with  the  eaft,  in  low- 
ering the  price  of  Indian  commodities  :  4.  to  the  increafed  de- 
mand for  thefe  goods,  in  confequence  of  a  more  plentiful  fup- 
ply  :  5.  to  the  caufes  why  the  Portuguefc  fo  long  maintained 
the  exclufive  property  of  India;  6.  to  the  coincidence  in  point 
gf  time  between  the  ijifcoveries  of  Colon,  or  Columbus,  and 
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Gama ;  and  the  conf(Cqucnces  of  that  coincidence  :  7.  to  the 
differences  between  the  effects  of  thefe  difcoveries,  in  extend- 
ing the  commerce,  and  adding  to  the  enjoyments  of  Europe : 
"8.  to  the  efFedls  of  the  Portuguefe  power  in  India,  in  prevent- 
ing Europe  from  falling  a  prey  to  the  Turks.  All  thefe  to- 
pics, except  the  firft,  have  little  or  no  relation  to  the  tide,  and 
fubjeft,  of  this  work  j  and  moil  of  them  had  been  fo  ably  dif* 
cuffed  by  the  abbe  Raynal,  in  whofe  fnow  we  often  trace  the 
^ftolen  footileps  of  our  author,  that  we  can  conceive  no  rea- 
fon  for  their  infertion,  except  to  fwell  the  book,  and  render  it 
popular  by  the  mixture  of  modern  ideas,  more  congenial  to 
the  public  at  large. 

Upon  the  third  article  the  do£lor  obferves 

*  In  what  proportion  the  Portuguefe  lowered  the  price  of  Indian 
commodities,  I  cannot  afcertain  with  precifion,  as  I  have  not  found 
in  cotemporary  writers  fuflicient  information  with  yc^^q^  to  that 
point.     Some  idea  however  of  this,  approaching  perhaps  near  to 
accuracy,  may  be  formed  from  the  computation  of  Mr.  Munn,  an 
intelligent  Engliih  merchant.     He  has  publifticd   a  table  of  the 
prices  paid  for  various  articles  of  goods  in  India,  compared  with 
the  prices  for  which  they  were  fold  in  Aleppo,  from  which  the 
difference  appears  to  be  nearly  as  three  to  one  ;  and  he  calculates, 
that  after  a  reafonable  allowance  for   the  expence  of  the  voyage 
from  India,  the  fame   goods  may  be  fold  in  England  at  half  the 
price  which  they  bear  in  Aleppo.     The  expence  of  conveying  the 
produftion  of  India  up  the  Perfian  gulf  to  BafTora,  and  thence  ei- 
ther through  the  great  or  little  dcfert   to  Aleppo,  could  not,   I 
ihould  imagine,  differ  confiderably  by  that  from  the  Red  Sea  to 
Alexandria.     We  may  therefore  fuppofe,  that  the  Venetians  might 
purchafe  them  from  the  merchants  of  that  city,  at  nearly  the  fame 
rate  for  which  they  were  fold  in  Aleppo;  and  when  we  add  to 
this,  what  they  mud  have  charged  as   their  own  profit  in  all  the 
market?  which  they  frequented,  it  is  evident  that  the  Portuguefe 
might  afford  to  reduce  the  commodities  of  the  eaft  to  a  price  be- 
low that  which  1  have   mentioned,  and  might  fupply  every  pare 
of  Europe  with  them  more  than  one-half  cheaper  than  formerly. 
The  enterprizing  fchemes  of  the  Portuguefe  monarchs  were  ac- 
complifhed  fooner,  as  well  as  more  completely,  than  in  the  hour 
of  moft  fanguine  hope  they  could  have  prefumed  to  exped  ;  and 
early  in  the  fixteenth  century,  their^fubjeds  became  pofleflVd  of  a 
monopoly  of  the  trade  with  India,  founded  upon  the  only  equita- 
ble title,   that  of  furnilhing  its  productions  in  greater  abundance, 
and  at  a  more  moderate  price.* 

In  difcufFmg  the  fixth  article.  Dr.  Robertfon  informs  us  that 
the  number  of  negro  flavcsj  in  the  fettlcmcnts  of  Great  Britain 

and 
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and  France,  in  the  Weft  Indies,  exceeds  a  million  5  and  as  the 
cftablifhment  of  fervitude  has  been  found,  both  in  ancient  and 
in  modern  times,  extremely  unfavourable  to  population,  it 
requires  an  annual  importation  from  Africa  of  at  leaft  fifty- 
eight  thoufand,  to  keep  up  the  flock. 

Some  of  his  obfervations,  on  the  feventh  head,  merit  parti- 
cular attention. 

•  But  while  the  difcovery  and  conquefl  of  America  is  allowec! 
to  be  one  principal  caufe  of  that   rapid  increafe  of  induftry  and/ 
wealth,  which  is  confpicuous  in  Europe  during  the  two  lall  cen* 
turies,  fome  timid  theorills  have  maintained,  that  throughout  the 
fame  period  Europe  has   been  gradually  impoveriihed,  by  being 
drained  of  its  ireafure,  in  order  to  carry  on  its  trade  with  India. 
But  this  apprehenfion  has  arifen  from  inattention  to  the  nature  and 
wfe  of  the   precious  metals.     They  are  to   be  confidered  in  two 
different  lights ;  either.as  the  figns  which  all  civilifed  nations  have 
agreed  totmploy,  in  order  to  ellimate  or  reprefent  the  value  both 
of  labour  and  of  all  commodiLies,   and  thus  to  facilitate  the  pur- 
chafe  of  the  former,  'and  the  conveyance  of  the  latter  from  one 
proprietor  to  another  ;  or  gold  and  filver  may  be  viewed  as  being 
ihcmfelves  commodities  or  articles  of  commerce  for  which  fom.e 
equivalent  muft  be  given  by  fuch  as  wilh   to  acquire  them.     In 
this  light,  the  exportation  of  the  precious  metals  to  the  Eaft  ihould 
be  regarded;  for,  as  the  nation  by  which  they  are  exported  muft 
purchafe  them  with  the  produce  oi  its  own  labour  and  ingenuity, 
this  trade  muft  contribute,  though  not  in   the  fame  obvious  and 
dire(^  manner  as  that  with  America,  towards  augmenting  the  ge- 
neral induftry  and  opulence  of  Europe,     If  England,  as  the  price 
of  Mexican  and  Peruvian  dollars  which  are  neceflary  for  carrying 
on  its  tradst  with  India,   muft  give  a  certain  quantity  of  its  wool- 
len or  cotton  cloth  or  hardware,  then  the  hands  of  an  additional 
number  of  manufaiSlurers  are  rendered  adlive,  and  work  to  a  cer- 
tain amount  muft   he    executed,  for  which,  without   this  trade, 
there  would  not  have  been  any  demand.     The  nation  reaps  all  the 
benefit  arifing  from    a  new  creation  of  induftry.      With  the  gold 
and  filver  which    her  manufadlures  have  purchafed  in  the  Weft, 
Ihe  is   enabled  to  trade  in  the  markets  of  the  Eaft,  and  the  ex- 
portation of  treafure  to  India,  which  has  been  fomuch  dreaded, 
inlbead  of  impoveriftiing,  enriches  the  kingdom.' 

The  examination  of  the  eighth  topic,  in  which  our  author 
confefTedly  follows  Raynal,  we  believe  more  fpecious  than  fo- 
lid,  and  rather  an  inftance  of  over  refinement.  Europe  had 
never  caufe  to  fear  the  maritime  power  of  the  Turks,  a  fpc- 
cies  of  exertion  to  wliich  their  habits  and  manners  are  very 
•  unpropitious. 

a  The 
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The  notes  and  obfervations  now  arife  to  view ;  and  we  can 
perceive  none  of  them  which  might  not  have  been  either  blend- 
ed with  the  text  or  thrown  to  the  bottom  of  the  page.  In 
note  xi.  p.  195,  the  do(5i:or  difbeheves  PHny's  Ihuement  of  the 
expedition  ot  Seleucus  in  to  India,  becaufe  '  if  Seleucus  had 
advanced  as  far  into  India  as  the  mouth  of  the  Ganges,  the 
ancients  would  have  had  a  more  accurate  knowledge  of  that 
part  of  the  country,  than  they  feem  ever  to  have  polfefled/ 
But  accurate  ideas  were  not  attained  even  from  Alexander's 
expedition;  and  it  is  vain  to  expeft  them  from  a  military  in- 
curfion  into  a  country  :  this  modern  reafoning  againft  ancient 
fa6l;  is  unfair  and  inconclufive.  Dr.  Robertfon  in  note  xix.  p. 
206,  miftakes  the  very  name  and  nature  of  a  pcriplus,  which 
is  a  circumnavigation  of  a  fea,  or  a  defcription  of  its  (hores- 
Note  xxiv,  p.  211,  bears,  '  If  the  ufe  of  the  cotton  manufac- 
tures of  India  had  been  common  among  the  Romans,  the  va- 
rious kinds  of  them  would  have  been  enumerated  in  the  law, 
de puhlican'is  et  ved'igal'ibuh^  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  differ- 
ent kind  of  fpices,  and  precious  ftones.  Such  a  fpecification 
would  have  been  equally  necefTary  for  the  dire6fion  both  of 
the  merchant,  and  of  the  tax-gatherer,'  This  reafoning  is 
far  from  conclufive,  becaufe  cotton  differs  not  in  genus  as  fpi- 
ces, and  precious  ftones  ;  and  becaufe  the  great  variety  of  th« 
cotton  goods  of  India  may  be  of  gradual  and  late  invention. 

The  correction  of  D' Anville's  caftern  geography  by  M.  Gof^ 
feUn  in  his  '  Geography  of  the  Greeks   analyfed'  ftated  in 
note  xxxii,  defervedly  meets  with  Dr.  Robertfon's  applaufe. 
By   D'Anville*s  fyftem   the  Magnum  Promontorium   is  the 
fouthern  point  of  Malacca ;  by  M.  Goffelin's  it  is  the  point 
of  Braga  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Ava.  The  Magnus  Sinus  of 
D'Anville  is  the   gulph  of  Siam ;    of  Goffelin,  the  gnlph   oF 
Martaban.     The  Cattigara  of  Goffelin,  is  Mergui  in  the  weft 
of  Siam  :  Thinje  or  Sinre  metropolis  is  now  Tanaferim.     The 
Ibadii  infula  one  of  a  clufter  of  illes  of  this  part  of  Siam.     Dr. 
Robertfon  adds  that,  from  the  Ayen  Ahbery,  Vol.  11.  p.  7, 
it  appears  that  Cheen  was  an  ancient  name  of  Pegu,  and  the 
ancient  Sinae  might  refer  to  this.     D'Anville  is  an  excellent 
geographer,  but  far  from  infallible,  and,  among  his  errors, 
IS  confpicuous,  a  fondnefs  for  the  alhmilation  of  ancient  and 
modern  names.     His  inland  geography  af  the  Seres,  &:c.  in 
Afia,  and  his  delineation  of  the  north  of  Europe  as  known  to 
the  ancients,  muft  be  alfo  greatly  reduced.     The  geographer 
of  Ravenna  defcribes  tlie  north  part  of  the  Ganges  as  a  river 
of  the  Seres, 

The  praife  of  Mr.  Gibbon,  in  note  xxxv,  is  given  with  evi- 
iicut  conftraint :  '  accuracy  and  precifvon,  indulbry,  and  dif- 
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cernment/  are  feeble  echoes  of  applaufe,  while  every  Scottifh 
writer  mentioned  by  Dr.  Robertfon  is  learned,  and  ingenious, 
a.nd  elegant !  We  particularly  diiVelilh  the  efprit  du  corps  when 
it  appears  in  a  national  Ihape.  In  note  xxxvi.  p.  225,  it  is 
fciid  that  an  Arabian  relation  divides  the  peninfula  of  India  in- 
to four  kingdoms  •,  and  yet  our  inattentive  author  only  men- 
tions one  which  is  in  the  pcnhifuhy  namely  Guzerat:  the 
others  are  in  the  north  of  India.  Dr.  Robertfon  concludes,  note 
xxxix,  p.  231,  that  the  intercourfe  between  Egypt  and  Eu- 
rope had  ceafcd  becaufe  papyrus  was  not  imported  after  the 
feventh  century  ;  the  inference  is  far  from  pofitive.  Gibbon 
vol.  ix.  p.  379,  ed.  179X5  fnews  that  common  paper  was  known 
to  the  Saracens  at  the  beginning  of  the  eighth  century,  of 
courfe  the  manufacture  of  papyrus  muft  have  been  negleiled  j 
the  European  books  of  the  middle  ages  were  moftly  religious, 
and  it  might  appear  profanation  to  ufe  Mahometan  materials; 
but  the  ignorance  of  Europe  was  the  great  caufe,  and  not  the 
efFeCl,  of  the  non-importation  of  papyrus  and  paper.  The  in- 
llances  of  M-arco  Polo^s  knowledge  of  the  ealt,  given  in  noftf 
xlvi.  p.  237,  are  trifling ;  and  we  refer  the  do6lor  to  Muller^a 
Latin  edition  of  that  great  traveller  for  fuller  information. 

In  palling  to  the  Appendix,  containing  obfcivations  on  the 
civil  policy — the  laws  and  judicial  proceedings  — the  arts — -the 
fciences  — and  religious  inflitutions  of  the  Indians,  we  muft  ob- 
.ferve  that  it  is  doubtlcfs  the  iirft  time  that  fuch  various,  and 
important  matters,  were  difcuifed  in  an  Appendix  ;  or  that  an 
Appendix  contained  a  grander  fubjeft  than  the  book  to  which 
it  hangs.  The  enquiries  of  this  part  might  have  formed  a 
pleafing  variety  to  the  geographical  and  antiquarian  plan  of 
the  Dilquifition,  and  belong  in  a  great  meafure  to  the  know- 
ledge which  the  ancients  had  of  India  :  but  our  author  is  fond 
of  the  old  Dutch  garden,  in  which  the  deparments  were  kept 
moil  formal  and  diftincl,  and  the  yew  trees  of  hiilory  were 
neverrn-ingled  with  the  flowering  flirubs  of  fcience  and  criti* 
cifm  :  the  grand  and  natural  fcheme  of  the  Englifh  garden  ex- 
ceeds his  views  ;  for  with  it  a  well-digefted  hiftory  may  b« 
compared.  In  which  we  find  the  plain  but  vivid  verdure  of 
narration,  the  flowers  of  eloquence,  here  a  grove  of  meditation, 
there  a  diftant  profpecll  of  genius,  grottoes  of  fcience,  temples 
of  criticifm,  interfperfed  with  all  the  charms  of  variety.  As 
tiie  doctor's  work  now  ftands,  we  can  only  compare  it  to  one 
of  thefe  eaftern  (heep,  whofe  enormous  tail  is  more  fat  and 
Valuable  than  the  body. 

The  remarks  upon  the  diftincflion  of  ranks,  and  feparatiorx 
of  profeflions  in  India,  dcferve  notice. 

*  Such  arbitrary  arrangements  of  the  various  members  which 
^cmpofe  a  community,  feems,  at  iirft  view,  to  be  adverfe  to  im- 
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provement  either  in  fcience  or  in  arts;  and  by  forming  around 
the  different  orders  of  men,  artificial  barriers^  which  it  would  be 
impious  to  pafs,  tends  to  circumfcribe  the  operations  of  the  hu- 
man mind  within  a  narrower  fphere  than  nature  has  allotted  to 
them.     When  every  man  is  at  full  liberty  to  dire£l  his  efforts  to- 
wards thofe  objedls,  and  that  end  which  the  impulfe  of  his  own 
mind  prompts  him  to  prefer,  he  may  be  expefled  to  attain   that 
high  degree  of  eminence  to  which  the   uncontroulsd  exertions  o^ 
genius  and  induftry  naturally  conduft.     The  regulations  of  In- 
dian policy,  with  refpe£l  to  the  different  orders  of  men,  muft  ne- 
ceffarily,  at  fome  times,  check  genius  in  its  career,  and  confine 
to  the  fun£l!ons  of  an  inferior  cart,  talents  fitted  to  fhine  in  an 
higher  fphere.      But  the  arrangements  of  civil  government  are 
made,  not  for  what  is  extraordinary,  but  for  what   is  common  ; 
not  for  the  few,  but  for  the  many.     The  object  of  the  firll  Indian 
legiflators  was  to  employ  the  moll  effedual  means  of  providing 
for  the  fubfiftence,  the  fecurity,  and  happinefs  of  all  the  members 
of  the  community  over  which  they  prefided.    With  this  view  the/ 
fet  apart  certain  races  of  men  for  each  of  the  various  profeflions 
and  arts  neceffary  in  a  well-ordered  fociety,  and  appointed  the 
exercife  of  them  to  be  tranfmitted  from  father  to  fon  in  fucceifion. 
This  fyftem,  though  extremely  repugnant  to  the  ideas  which  we, 
by  being  placed  in  a  very  difi^erent  ilate  of  fociety,  have  formed, 
will  be  found,  upon  attentive  infpedlion,  better  adapted  to  attain 
the  end  in  view,  than  a  carelefs  obferver  is,  on  a  firlt  view,  apt 
to  imagine.     The  human  mind  bends  to  the  law  of  neceffity,  and 
is  accuftomed,  not  only  to   accommodate  itfelf  to  the  rellraintf 
which  the  condition  of  its  nature,  or  the  inftitution  of  its  country^ 
impofe,  but  to  acquiefce  in  them.     From  his  entrance  into   liff, 
an  Indian  knows  the  xlation  allotted  to  him,  and  the  funftions  to 
which  he  is  deftincd  by  his  birth.     The  objeds  which  relate  td 
thefe  are  the  firll  that  prefent  themfelves  to  his  view.     They  oc- 
cupy his  thoughts,  or  employ  his  hands ;  and,  from  his  earlieft 
years,  he  is  trained  to  the  habit  of  doing  with  eafe  and  plfafure 
that  which  he  mud  continue  through  life  to  do.     To  this  may  be 
afcribed  that  high  degree  of  perfedion  confpicuous  in  many  of  the 
Indian  manufadures ;  and  though  veneration  for  the  pratlices  of 
their  anceftors  may  check  the  fpirit  of  invention,  yet,  by  adher- 
ing to  thefe,  they  acquire  fuch  an  expertnefsand  delicacy  of  hand, 
that  Europeans,   wifh  all  the  advantages  of  fuperior  fcience,  and 
the  aid  of  more  complete  inllruments,  have  never  been  able  to 
equal  the  exquifite  execution  of  ihcir  Workmanfhip.     While  this 
high  improvement  of  their  more  curious  manufadures  excited  th« 
admiration,  and  attrafted  the  commerce,  of  other  nations,  the  fe- 
paration  of  profeflions  in  India,  and  the  early  diflHbution  of  the 
people  into  clafTes,  attached  to  particular  kinds  ef  labour^  fecured 
App.  Vol.  III.  New  Arr.  Q   q  fuch 
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("uch  abundance  of  the^more  common  and  ufeful  commodkie?,  «j 
rot  only  fupplied  their  own  wants,  but  miniRered  to  thofe  of  the 
countries  around  them/ 

But  when  Dr.  Robertfon  proceeds  to  obferv'e  that  *  what 
now  is  in  India,  always  was  there,  and  is  hkely  Hill  to  conti- 
nue,' we  doubt  that  he  is  a  philofopher.  We  wifli  that  he  had 
feen  Meincrs  De  caufis  Caftarum  in  E^ypts  et  India,  Gottingen, 

I  790,  who  regj^rds  the  calls  as  proofs  of  r<svolutk)n  and  con- 
quell,  and  not  as  examples  of  liability.  The  upper  calls  arc 
tvhrtc,  being  foreign  conquerors  from  the  north,  the  others 
gradually  decline  in  colour  till  they  end  in  the  black  Parias> 
the  i^ihiopes  Indi  of  ancient  geography,  then  a  dillincl  people 
in  the  fouth,  now  fcattered  over  the  country. 

The  ancient  partition  of  India,  into  fhates  of  great  magnilude, 
ftrikes  our  author  as  Ti  proof  of  early  civilifatioi> :  he  delights 
to  dwell  on  rhe  poi^-er  of  the  Brahmins  who  could  put  their 
fovereigns  to  dearth ;  and  views  with  a  curfory  eye  the  agri* 
culture  and  the  rvofs.  His  remarks  on  the  Indian  jurifpru-. 
dence  are  too  brief  even  to  excixe,  far  lefs  to  gratify,  curiofity. 
In  p.  274,  Dr.  Robertfon  fays  *  we  may  conclude  that  ths 
Hindoos  have  in  their  pofleflion  treatifes  concerning  the  laws, 
and  jurifprudence  of  iheir  country,  of  more  remote  antiquity 
than  are  to  be  found  in  any  other  nation.  The  trath  of  thi^ 
depends  not  upon  their  own  tellimony  alone,  but  it  is  put  be- 
yond doubt  by  one  circumftance,  that  all  thefe  treatifes  are*^ 
written  in  the  Sanfkreet  language,  which  has  not  been  fpoken 
for  many  ages  in  any  part  of  Indoftan,  and  is  now  underftood 
by  none  but  the  moll  learned  Brahmins.'  The  antiquities  of 
dillant  countries  are  particularly  apt  to  miflead,  being  not  on- 
ly remote  in  time,  but  in  place  :  and  the  vaguenefs  of  the  doc- 
tor's reafoning  mull  ftrike  every  reader  who  reile£ls  on  the 
mutability  of  language  ;  which,  in  the  courfe  of  three  or  four 
centuries,  may  be  fo  changed  that  the  former  fpeech  fhall  be- 
come an  abject  of  erudition.  Sir  William  Jones  obferves, 
(p.  275)  that  m  the  firft  of  the  facred  law-tra6ls,  which  the 
Hindoos  fuppofe  to  have  been  revealed  by  Menu,  fome  mil- 
lions of  years  ago,  there  is  a  curious  pafTage  on  the  legal  intereft 
of  money,  and  the  limited  rate  of  it  in  different  cafes,  with  an 
exception  in  regard  to  adventures  at  fea.  This  the  do£lor 
confiders  as  a  proof  of  the  greateft  refinement,  in  periods  of 
t!ie  moll  remote  antiquity :  and,  for  our  part,  we  regard  it  as 
aa  evidence  that  the  revelation  of  Menu  is  a  late  forgery.  Wc 
yet  know  very  little  of  Indian  literature ;  but  when  this  cu- 
rloufi  and  interelling  fubje£l  is  further  explained,  it  is  believed 
tlwt  the  value  of  one  century  will  begin  to  be  eftimated  in  its 
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chronology ;  and  that  we  (hall  ceafe  to  reckon  by  wild  thou- 
fands,  and  millions  of  years.  In  the  Arabian  accounts  of  In- 
dia and  China,  publidied  by  Renaudot,  we  find  that  the  Chi- 
»efe,  (p.  22)  univerfally  learned  to  read  and  write;  and  that 
though  there  were  families  of  learned  men  in  India  (p.  32) 
yet  the  Indians  (p.  83),  were  accuftomed  to  repair  to  Saran- 
dib,  or  Ceylon,  to  attend  the  literary  affeniblies;  no  great 
proof  of  proficience  in  the  continent,  fo  late  as  the  ninth 
century.  It  is  matter  of  furprize  that  thefe  valuable  relations 
are  not  ufed  by  Dr.  Robertfon  in  his  Appendix. 

The  {late  of  the  arts  in  India  form  the  next  topic  of  our 
author's  inveiligation. 

•  As  the  condition  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  Indi",  whe» 
liier  we  confider  them  as  individuals,  or  as  members  of  fociety, 
appears,  from  the  preceding  inveftigation,  to  have  been  extreme- 
ly favourable  to  the  cultivation  of  ufeful  and  elegant  arts;  we. 
are  naturally  led  to  enquire,  whether  the  progrefs  which  they 
a^^ually  made  in  them,  was  fuch  as  might  have  been  expected  from 
a  people  in  that  lituation.  In  attempting  to  trace  this  progrefs, 
we  have  not  the  benefit  of  guidance  equal  to  that  which  conduced 
cur  refearches  concerning  the  former  articles  of  enquiry.  The 
ancients,  from  their  flender  acquaintance  with  the  interior  (late 
of  India,  have  been  able  to  communicate  little  information  with 
refpe«5l  to  the  arts  cultivated  there;  and  though  the  moderns,  dur- 
ing their  continued  intercourfe  with  India  for  thi;ee  centuries, 
have  had  acccfs  to  obferve  them  with  greater  attention,  it  is  of 
late  only,  that  by  ftudying  the  languages  now  and  formerly  fpo- 
ken  in  India,  and  by  coniuliing  and  tranilating  their  moft  emi- 
nent authors,  they  have  begun  to  enter  into  that  path  of  enquiry 
which  leads  with  certainty  to  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  Itate 
of  arli  cuhivated  in  that  country.* 

He  firft  confiders  the  pagodas  or  temples,  and  the  caftles  ; 
then  the  productions  of  the  loom  and  the  needle ;  and  laftly 
poetry  :  in  which  clafs  the  Bagvhat-Gecta,  tranflated  by  Mr. 
Wilkins,  and  Sacontala  by  fir  William  Jones,  engage  his  par- 
ticular attention.  The  attainments  of  the  Indians  in  fcience 
are  treated  in  the  fuccceding  divifion,  under  the  heads  of  lo- 
gic and  metaphyfics,  ethics,  phyfics.  Concerning  the  two 
firfl  fubjeCls  very  little  is  faid  :  in  the  article  of  phyfics  Dr. 
Robertfon  obferves  the  proficience  of  the  Indians  in  arithme- 
tic, from  the  invention  of  the  ten  *  cyphers  or  figures,'  for- 
getting the  proofs  which  have  been  adduced  for  the  ufe  of  thefe 
abbreviations  in  accompts  among  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  be- 
fore the  time  of  Boethius  -,  and  from  the  Greek  empire  it  is 
a$  probable  that  they  pafied  to  the  Arabs  and  Indians.     On 
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the  Indian  aftronomy  he  offers  fome  curious  remarks  *,  but  when 
the  ingenious  do6^or  proceeds  to  ftate  M.  Bailly*s  notions  on 
this  fubje£^,he  feems  unaware  of  the  vifionary  chara£ter  of  that 
elegant  writer.  The  following  laudable  obfervations  deferve 
particular  attention. 

*  Tn  an  enlightened  age  and  nation,  and  daring  a  reign  diftin* 
guifhed  by  a  fuccelTion  of  the  moll  fplendid  and  fuccefsful  under- 
takings to  extend  the  knowledge  of  nature,    it  is  an  objedl  wor- 
thy of  public  attention,  to  take  meafures  for  obtaining  pofTcffion 
of  all  that  lime  ha^  fpared  of  the  philofophy  and  inventions  of  the 
moft  early  and  mofl  highly  civilifed  people  of  the  Eaft.  It  is  with 
peculiar  advantages  Great  Britain   may  engage  in  this  laudable 
undertaking.     Benares  is  fubjeft  to  its  dominion  ;  the  confidence 
of  the  Brahmins  has  been  fo  far  gained  as  to  render  them  commu- 
wicative  ;  feme  of  our  countrymen  are  acquainted  with  that  facred 
language  in  which  the  myfteries  both  of  religion  and  of  fciencc 
are  recorded  ;  movement  and  adivity  has  been  given  to  a  fpirit  of 
inquiry  throughout  all  the  Britifheftablifhments  in  India;  perfons 
who  vifited  that   country  with  other  views,  though  engaged  in 
occupations  of  a  very  different  kind,  are  now  carrying  on  fcien- 
Ijfic  and   literary  refearches  with  ardour  and  fuccefs.     Nothing 
leems  now  to  be  wanting  but   that  thofe  entrufted  with  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  the  Britifh  empire  in  India,  (hould   enable  fome 
perfon,  capable,  by   his   talents  and  liberality  of  fentiment,  of 
inveiligating  and  explaining  the  more  abflrufe  parts  of  Indian  phi- 
lofophy, to  devote  his  whole  time  to  that  important  objedl.  Thus 
Great  Britain  may  have  the  glory  of  exploring  fully  that  exten- 
fivc  field  of  unknown  fcience,  which  the  academicians  of  Franc© 
had  the  merit  of  firll  opening  to  the  people  of  Europe.' 

The  lafl:  evidence,  which  the  do6lor  mentions,  of  the  early 
and  high  civilifation  of  the  Indians,  is  deduced  from  the  con- 
(ideration  of  their  religious  tenets,  and  practices.  But  on  this, 
as  on  the  other  obje6ls  of  this  Appendix,  we  find  more  of  tri- 
vial declamation,  than  of  information  and  iniftruftion.  Inftead 
©f  a  bold,  pi6lurefque,  and  maflerly  delineation  of  the  Indian 
religion,  the  author  promifes  and  gives,  *  a  fketch  and  out- 
line of  the  hiilory  and  progrefs  of  fuperflition,  and  falfe  reli- 
gion, in  every  region  of  the  earth  !'  It  is  needlefs  to  add  that 
this  part  of  the  work  is  particularly  languid,  and  unfatisfac- 
tory. 

Even  tlie  Appendix  muft  have  its  notes  apart,  that  they  may 
not  fatigue  the  author,  by  weaving  them  into  an  artfully  va- 
riegated text ;  but  may  perplex  the  reader   by  fcraps  of  dif- 
Jointed  reafoning  and  intelligence.     Rogers*  *  Porte  Ouverte' 
(note  I.)  certainly  deferves  to  be  better  known  j  and  at  the 

prefeut 


RabertfotCs  Hljlmical  DifqulJithH  eonarning  India,      565 

prefent  period,  when  Indian  affairs  attra6^  much  curiofity,  wc 
would  recommend  it  to  fome  learned  writer  to  draw  up  a 
Bibllotheca  Ind'ica^  or  a  catalogue  of  all  the  books  which  illuf- 
trate  India,  from  the  claflical  times  to  the  prefent  epoch. 

Note  iv.  concerning  the  property  of  land  in  India,  is  par- 
ticularly interefling.  Mr.  Roufe,  in  his  DifTertation  concern- 
ing the  Landed  Property  of  Bengal,  maintains  that  the  Zemin- 
dars poflefs  their  landed  property  by  hereditary  right :  while 
Mr.  Grant,  in  his  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  of  Zemindary  Te- 
nures, &c.  contends  that  the  office  of  the  Zemindars  is  tem- 
porary and  minifterial,  that  they  are  merely  collectors  of  re- 
venue, removeable  at  pleafure,  and  that  the  tenure  by  which 
the  Ryots  hold  their  pofleflions  is  derived  immediately  from  the 
fovereign.  Dr.  Robertfon  imagines  that  the  ftate  of  landed 
property  in  India  bears  fome  analogy  with  feudal  tenures, 
granted  at  firft  during  pleafure,  afterwards  for  life,  at  length 
perpetual  and  hereditary.  Analogy,  however,  affords  but  weak 
arguments  :  and  Mr.  Grant,  in  the  preface  to  the  fecond  edi- 
tion of  his  tract,  has  ably  replied  to  Mr.  Roufe.  It  is,  indeed, 
a  maxim  of  the  Britifh  government  to  fupport  an  analogous 
ariftocracy,  wherever  its  influence  extends  ;  for  it  is  an  eafier 
province  to  fecure  the  majority  of  an  ariftrocracy,  than  of  a 
people:  yet,  as  Mr.  Grant  obferves,  *  the  ryots  indeed  or 
hufbandmen  of  Bengal,  forming  the  great  mafs  of  the  people, 
might  have  reafon  to  unite  in  a  popular  clamour  againfl  the 
prevailing  doctrine  *,  but  they  are  too  pafTive  in  their  nature  to 
utter  a  groan,  that  (hall  be  heard  by  the  delegated  adminiflra- 
tion  on  the  fpot,  much  lefs  by  the  diftant  ruling  power  of  tlie 
Britifli  empire.* 

Note  ix,  on  the  Sanfkreet  literature,  is  not  incurious.  The 
extenfive  ufe  of  the  Sanltreet  language  is  iiluftrated  from  Mr. 
Halhed's  preface  to  his  grammar,and  the  pieces  tranflated  from 
it  are  mentioned  -,  being,  exclufive  of  the  Bagvhat  Geeta,  and 
.Sacontala,  the  Heetopades,  fome  fmall  poems,  and  fome 
grants  of  land. 

To  conclude  our  account  of  this  work,  for  the  length  of 
which  the  reputation  of  the  author,  and  the  nature  of  his  fub- 
jeCt,  muft  apologife,  with  a  few  general  remarks,  we  mud  inge- 
nuoufly  confefs  that  we  differ  little  in  opinion  from  thofe  who 
affirm  that  this  Difquifition  is  too  learned  for  popular  readers,, 
and  too  fuperficial  for  the  learned.  Al.  D'Anville's  tract  on 
the  geographical  antiquities  of  India  (Paris,  1775,  4to.),  and 
the  abbe  Raynal's  great  work,  leave  but  few  original  glean- 
ings for  Dr.  Robertfon.  Induftry  in  compilation,  diftiniStnefs 
of  method,  that  elegant  uniformity  of  language,  which  never 
rifes  to  the  grandeur  or  riches  of  eloquence,  and  never  links 
into  vulgarity,  form  the  author's  fame.    To  new  flights  of  ge- 

Q^  q  3  niu« 
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nius,  to  fnblinie  thoughts  and  ccmpofiiion,  to  bold  examina- 
tion, to  the  dlfcovery  of  new  and  important  fa6t3,  to  the  un- 
daunted alTertion  of  unpleafing  truths,  to  the  wide  fcope  of 
philofophy,  to  the  ardent  exertions  of  patriotifm,  his  mind  ne- 
ver afpires.  Yet  the  prefect  work,  amid  many  defe£ls,  has 
no  fmall  pretenfions  to  merit  and  value. 

The  two  mr.ps  are  badly  executed;  one  being  an  erroneous 
copy  from  Ptolemy ;  the  other  an  erroneous  copy  from  M. 
D'Anville.  The  Cafpian  fea,  and  river  Oxus,  are  particular- 
ly mifreprcfented ;  and  we  muft  refer  to  the  lail  great  map  of 
tiie  Rufiiim  empire,  177<^,  or  to  that  in  Coxe's  Travels,  or 
Forller's  Voya;:es  to  the  North,  for  an  exa6^  delineation.  In 
this  laft  book,  Dr.  Ilobertfon  might  have  found  many  curious 
materials. 

Memoirs  of  the  late  Rev,  J.  IVeflcy,  (Concluded  from  p.  437.^ 

1 N  Auguft  1 744,  Mr.  W.  preached  for  the  laft  time  before  the 
-*  univerflty  of  Oxford;  to  which  he  had  given  offence  by  the 
imputation  of  *  a  crime  of  no  common  fize.*  What  it  was  is 
not  mentioned.  We  believe  it  implied  no  moral  turpitude,  but 
fome  deviation  fromgofpel-doftrines  relative  to  faith  and  rege- 
neration. Ever  eager  to  ailimilate  the  incidents  of  his  life 
with  pad  events  of  importance,  he  remarks  that  this  difmiffion 
took  place  on  St.  Bartholomew's  day,  *  the  fame  in  which  near 
2000  burning  and  (liining  lights  were  put  out  at  once.' 

In  1748,  he  inftituted  a  fchool  at  Kingfwood  in  Somerfet- 
Ihire,  for  the  inftruftion  of  the  colliers'  children.  But  it  is 
now  appropriated  to  the  children  of  Methodifts. 

*  Adjoining  to  the  fchocl  was  a  chapel,  which  his  brother  Sa-r 
muel  wiflied  him  to  have  confecrated,  and  fubjeft  to  epifcopal  jut 
rifdiftion.  But  here,  as  ufual,  they  differed  ;  and  with  all  his  re- 
verence for  lawn  ileeves,  he  chofe  rather  to  be  the  bifliop  himfelf.* 

Of  this  inftitution  the  rules  are  rigorous  to  a  degree  of  Pu- 
ritan ifm. 

Mr.  W.  was  a  ftrcnuous  advocate  for  celibacy.  Hence, 
many  young  women  in  his  connexion  '  took  it  into  their  Iieads 
that  they  were  facred,  devoted  things,  and  not  to  be  profaned 
by  approximation  to  the  other  fex.'  This  dotSlrine  gave  great 
offence  to  all  parties;  and  it  was  reafonably  demanded  of  Mr. 
W,  whathad  induced  himfelf  to  marry  :  to  which  queflion  he 
bluntly  anfwered,  *  for  reafons  bed  known  to  himfelf.'  Yet 
for  fome  years  he  oppofed  the  matrimonial  engagements  of  his 
preachers,  whom  he  threatened  v/ith  expuhion  for  contradling 
them.     But  his  own  marriage,  which  took  place  in  1751,  and 

proved 
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proved  a  very  unfortunate  one,  introduced  a  different  fyftem. 

In  this  part  of  the  work  we  are  prefented  with  a  fuccln£l 
account  of  the  political  fyflem  of  methodifm,  of  the  famous 
Deed  of  Dechiration  executed  in  17^4,  and  many  other  par- 
ticulars of  its  internal  hiftory,  very  gratifying  to  fuch  as  are 
defirous  of  obtaining  a  complete  acquaintance  witli  thefe  fub- 
je£ls. 

The  revolution  in  North  America  totally  disjoining  all  con- 
nexion, in  church  as  well  as  ftate,  between  great  part  of  that 
continent  and  the  parent  country,  and  the  bifliop  of  London 
refufmg  to  ordain  miflionaries  recommended  by  Mr,  W.  to 
difleminate  the  gofpel  in  the  revolted  provinces,  that  gentleman 
thought  proper  to  take  on  himfelf  the  offices  of  confecration 
and  ordination,  precifely  more  cpifcopi.  This  ufurpation  pro- 
duced much  difl'enfion  and  controverfy  :  in  the  heat  of  which 
Air.  W.  was  impelled  to  pronounce  himfelf,  in  the  Arminian 
Magazine,  *  as  true  and  as  fcriptural  a  bifliop  as  any  in  Eng- 
land or  Europe.'  But  the  fallacy  of  all  his  arguments  in  favour 
of  this  power,  whether  exercifed  by  him  as  an  ovcrfeer  (for  thus 
he  affefted  to  fimplify  eTriaxoTroi)  or  as  ^J)rf/hyter,  are  clearly 
demonftrated  by  Mr.  H.  to  be  wholly  fophiilical  and  ground- 
lefs.  Numerous  were  the  mifchiefs  arifmg  from  this  ufurped 
power :  however,  fome  time  before  his  death  he  *  repented  of 
the  fteps  he  had  taken,  and  did  all  in  his  power  to  countera6b 
what  he  too  plainly  perceived  an  increaiing  tendency  toward  a 
final  feparation  from  the  church,' 

Throughout  the  latter  part  of  Mr.  W^s  labours.  Dr.  Cokc: 
appears  to  have  been  an  able  afliftanl.  It  is  infmuated  that  he 
looked  forward  to  the  vacant  chair  at  the  demife  of  his  princi- 
pal :  that  feat,  however,  Mr.  H.  aflerts,  will  never  again  be  fill- 
ed by  a  fmgle  ruler.  The  methodiitic  government,  like  other 
public  bodies,  has  changed  from  a  pure  monarchy  to  a  re- 
publican, or  mixed  fyftem.  The  docStor  feems  not  to  have  pof- 
felTed  the  addrefs  of  his  fuperior  :  for  on  his  arrival  in  Ameri- 
ca in  I  784,  having  8;iven  offence  '  by  not  handling  a  tender  point 
in  the  mojl  delicate  manner^  more  than  once  his  perfon  was  in 
danger. 

*  Several  riots  were  excited  :  and  one  lady  offered  *'  the  rioters 
fifty  pounds,  if  they  would  give  that  little  doftor  one  hundred 
laflies."  But  tho  doftor  was  in  luck.  Some  of  his  friends  were 
of  the  church  miliiant ;  and  a  ftrapping  colonel  interpoiing,  the 
vapulation  did  not  take  place.* 

The  following  flcctch  of  the  miflionaries  cxercifing  their  vo- 
cation, together  with  the  fcene  of  their  labours,  is  intereiling 
»nd  piclurefque : 

Q^q  4  The 


^68  HampforCs  Memoirs  of  fVeJley, 

*  The  employment  of  the  preachers  on  the  continent  was  labo- 
rious ;  though  perhaps  it  had  its  agreements  :  for  it  has  been  ob- 
ferved  that  few  who  have  gone  over  have  thought  proper  to  return. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  day,  they  frequently  rode  twenty  or  thirty 
miles  through  the  wildernefs,  preaching  twice  or  thrice,  and  fome- 
times  to  corifiderable  congregations.  Their  excnrfions  through 
immenfe  forells,  abounding  in  trees  of  all  forts  and  fizes,  were  often 
highly  romantic.  Innumerable  rivers  and  falls  of  water ;  viftas 
opening  to  the  view,  in  contraft  with  the  uncultivated  wild ;  deer 
now  {hooting  acrofs  the  road,  and  now  fcouring  through  the  woods ; 
while  the  eye  was  frequently  relieved  by  the  appearance  of  orchards 
and  plantations,  and  the  houfes  of  gentlemen  and  farmers  peeping 
through  the  trees,  formed  a  fcene  fo  various  and  pid^urefquc,  as  to 
pjcduce  a  variety  of  refledion,  and  prefent,  we  will  not  fay  to  a 
philofophic  eye,  but  to  the  mind  of  every  reafonable  creature,  the 
moft  fublime  and  agreeable  images. 

'  Their  worfnip  partook  of  the  general  flmplicity.  It  was  frc- 
cucntly  conduced  in  the  open  air.  The  woods  refounded  to  the 
voice  of  the  preacher,  or  to  the  finging  of  his  numerous  congrega^ 
lions ;  while  their  horfes,  faftened  to  the  trees,  formed  a  fingular 
addition  to  the  folemnity.  It  was  indeed  a  ftriking  piflure  5  and 
jpicht  naturally  impreG  the  mind  with  a  retrofped  of  the  antedilu- 
vian days,  when  the  hills  and  vallies  re-echoed  the  patriarchal  de- 
votions, and  a  Sheth  or  an  Enofti,  in  the  fhadow  of  a  projefting 
rock,  or  beneath  the  foliage  of  fome  venerable  oak,  delivered  his 
primeval  leflures,  and  was  a  *'  preacher  of  righteoufnefa"  to  the 
pcopl«.* 

Among  other  agreement s-y  a  term  which  Mr.  H.  has  rather 
tec  literally  copied  from  the  French  agremens^^  may  be  reckoned 
the  American  hofpitality :  and  it  appears  that  the  mifllonaries 
met  in  that  country  virith  little  or  no  perfecution.  This  contraft 
to  the  ferocious  proceedings  among  ourfelves  is  accounted  for 
by  a  prevailing  fimilarity  of  fcntiment  between  the  modern 
Americans  and  the  ancient  Non-conformifts  j  by  the  preachers 
having  cxhaujied  their  wild-fire  on  this  fide  the  water  ;  *  fo  that 
their  difcourfes  were  more  fcriptural  and  rational  than  thofe  of 
the  primitive  methodifls  •/  and  by  the  fmall  proportion  in  that 
country  of  what  is  called  mob,  compared  with  our  own.  For 
the  propagation  of  the  methodiftic  do£^rines  two  feminaries  arc 
♦ftabiilhed,  entitled  after  the  projedors,  Cokefiury  and  Ppejley 
colleges. 

In  1.790  the  number  of  converts  in  America  and  the  Weft 
India illands  was  48,302  ;  and  the  whole  number  in  Europe  and 
/in  erica,  upwards  of  i20,ooo:  including  380  itinerant,  and 
13  or  14GO  local  preachers.  It  was  under  confideration  to  fend 
miL  cnsries  to  the  £aft  Indies,  and  t^  the  coaft  of  Afri^ia  5  but 


Hempfon^s  MemoWs  of  Ifejfey,  56^ 

as  tK«rc  was  no  invitation  from  any  perfon  who  rcfidcd  at  cither 
place,  nor  the  Jeaft  probability  of  fuccefs,  the  propofal  was 
dropt^ 

*  The  laft  miflion  in  which  they  have  engaged,  is  conduced  by 
t^  conference  in  America,  and  is  dire^ed  to  a  fettlement  called 
Kentuckc,  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  and  on  the  borders  of  the 
Indian  territories,  near  the  MiffifEppi :  and,  in  fpiie  of  the  Indian 
tomahawks>  feveral  offered  and  were  accepted  for  this  dangerouj 
fervice;  which,  at  that  time,  was  mOre  fo  than  ufual,  on  account 
of  a  war  then  fubfilUng  wi;h  thif  fmgular  people.' 

The  origin  and  progrefs  of  methodifm  is  thus  judicioufly  in? 
veftigated. 

«  Dr.  Trapp  has  obferved,  that  when  he  faw  Mr,  Law's  writ- 
ings, he  thought  thefe  books  would  certainly  do  mifchief;  and  the 
methodifts  appearing  about  that  lime,  he  confidered  this  gentleman 
as  their  parent.  Dr.  Warburton  confiders  them  as  the  offspring  of 
Mr.  Law  and  count  Zinzendorf:  while  Mr.  Wefley  dates  his  jirft 
religious  impreffions  at  Oxford  from  his  acquaintance  with  the 
writing:^  of  Dr.  Taylor.  The  faft  is,  that  a!l  thefe  writers  had 
tlieir  influence:  though  in  the  genius  and  doftrines  cfmethodilm, 
we  fee  more  diftindltraits  of  Moravianifm,if  not  myiticifm,  than  of 
the  more  fober  divinity  of  Dr.  Taylor  ;  whom  fome  moderns  have 
branded  with  pelagianifm.* 

As  to  the  t  itle  of  mcthodlftsy  Mr.  VV's  own  authority  decides 
the  occafion.  It  arofe  from  their  precifely  regular  and  metho' 
dical  conduct :  and  it  alfo  alluded  to  a  fet  of  phyficians,  thus 
denominated,  who  flourilhed  at  Rome  about  the  time  of  Nero. 
We  mention  this  becaufe  it  has  been  ptemifed  that  the  appeU 
lation  had  a  learned  origin,  referring  to  that  way  {fxsV  oJ«)  b^ 
which  term  Chrift's  religion,  in  its  firfl  promulgation,  was  fre- 
quently diftinguifhed. 

The  late  Mr.  Badcock  is  faid  to  have  declared  that  he  was 
acquainted  with  *  the  very  firft  fpring  of  Mr.  W's  enthufiafm  ;* 
and  that,  *  by  an  incident  in  domeltic  life  he  faw  his  geniu$ 
clouded,  and  the  cleareft  reafon  muddied  in  the  fchool  of  myf» 
ticifm.' 

This  incident,  we  agree  with  Mr.  H.  it  is  a  pity  that  Mr.  B, 
did  not  reveal.  It  would  have  operated  as  a  m4fter-kcy  to  all 
4t}ie  intricacies  of  his  fubfequent  condu^U 

His  regulations  were 

«'  — to  ufe  abfolute  opennefs  and  unreferve,  with  all  he  Ihould 
converfe  with  ;  to  labour  after  continual  ferioufnefs,  not  willingly 
indulging  himfelf  In  any,  the  leaft  levity  of  behaviour,  or  in  laugh- 
fcpf  ',  no,  pot  (or  a  moment  j  to  fpeak  no  word  which  does  not  tend 

a  to 
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to  the  glory  of  God  ;  in  particular,  not  a  tittle  of  worldly  things » 
and  to  take  no  pleafure  which  does  not  tend  to  the  glory  of  God.'* 

On  the  unlimited  exercifc  of  the  firfl  rule,  Mr.  H.  relates  a 
laughable  anecdote  of  a  preacher  in  the  connexion, 

'  A  general  officer  happening  to  come  to  the  town  where  he 
was,  he  went  to  fee  the  troops  reviewed.  The  officer  was  obferved 
to  fwear.  The  next  morning  early  he  went  to  his  lodgings,  and 
knocking  at  the  door,  afked  the  fervant  if  his  mafter  was  up.  He 
•was  defired  to  call  again  in  two  or  three  hours  ;  but  he  infiiled  on 
feeing  the  general  immediately  on  urgent  bufmefs.  The  footman 
finding  him  fo  importunate,  ran  up  and  told  his  mailer,  who  or- 
dered him  to  be  fhewn  into  his  chamber.  When  the  fervant  with- 
drew, after  a  flionintrodudion,  he  gave  the  general  to  underftand, 
that  he  was  come  to  repove  him  for  fweaiing  fo  heartily  the  day 
before;  and  that  he  meant  to  have  done  it  on  the  fieM,  but  was 
prevented  by  the  croud.  The  officer  thanked  him  with  great  po- 
litenefs,  and  added,  **  I  am  extremely  happy,  fir,  that  you  did 
not  enter  upon  this  bufinefs  during  the  review,  for  if  you  had,  I 
Should  certainly  have  run  you  through  the  body.'* 

The  reft  of  thefe  regulations  Mr.  H.  demonftrates  to  be 
equally  abfurd  in  their  confequcnccs :  and  it  is  obferved  that 
Mr.W. 

*  — foon  found  fome  of  his  rules  to  be  overflretched,  atid  fre* 
ijuently,  even  in  the  advanced  ftagesof  life,  forgot  the  aufterityoF 
his  principles,  and  entered  with  a  good  grace  into  all  the  chear- 
fulnefs  of  innocent  mirth.' 

■  His  adherents  imitated  him  in  his  minuteft  actions  to  a  de- 
gree of  idolatry.  When  he  left  ofF  tea  in  1742,  they  did  the 
fame.  If  he  lived  on  vegetables,  and  lay  on  boards,  they  fol- 
lowed his  example.  Some  imitated  his  hand-writing,  and  fo  ex- 
actly copied  his  ftyle  and  manner  of  fpeaking,  that  the  diiTer- 
cnce  was  almoft  imperceptible. 

"When  Junius  appeared,  Mr.  W.  offered  his  fcrvices  to  con- 
fute him,  faying,  *  I  will  (liew  the  difference  between  rhetoric 
and  logic.'  But  they  were  not  accepted ,  nor  is  it  probable 
they  would  have  been  fuccefsful. 

It  is  fingular  enough  that  Mr.  W.  though  bred  at  a  feminary, 
which,  in  unifon  with  all  others,  teaches  the  Copernican  fyftem^ 
fliould  deny  the  plurality  of  worlds;  that  in  philofophy  he 
fhould  have  been  a  fceptic,  and  have  believed  in  no  fyftem.  An 
illrnatured  reader  would  obferve  that  he  had  exhaufted  all  his 
faith  upon  religion. 

We  fhall  conclude  this  article  with  a  defcription  of  his  per- 
ibual  manner,  and  a  fummary  of  his  charaCUr. 
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•  His  face,  for  an  old  man,  was  one  oLthe  fincH  we  have  fecn. 
A  clear,  fmooth  forehead,  an  aquiline  nofe,  an  eye  the  brighl- 
ell  and  the  moll  piercing  that  can  be  conceived,  and  a  frcHinef* 
of  complexion,  fcarcely  ever  to  be  found  at  his  years,  and  impref- 
five  of  the  moit  perfect  health,  confpired  to  render  him  a  venera- 
ble and  intcielling  figure.  Few  have  feen  him,  without  being 
ftruck  with  his  appcarartce  :  and  many,  who  had  been  greatly 
prejudiced  againll  him,  have  been  known  to  change  their  opinions 
the  moment  they  were  introduced  into  his  prefence.  In  his  coun- 
tenance and  demeanour,  there  was  a  chenrfnlnes  mingled  with 
gravity  :  a  fprightlinefs  which  was  the  natural  refolt  of  an  upu- 
fual  flow  of  fpirits,  and  was  yet  accompanied  vv'ith  every  mark  of 
the  moft  feiene  tranquility.  His  afpe£t,  particularly  in  profile, 
)iad  a  ftrong  character  of  acutenefs  and  penetration. ■* 

*  His  attiture  in  the  pulpit  was  graceful  and  eafv  ;  his  adion 
calm  and  natural,  yet  pleafing  and  exprelTive  :  his  voice  not  loud, 
but  clear  and  manly  ;  his  llyle  neat,  fimple,  perfoicuous  :  and 
admirably  adapted  to  the  capacity  of  his  hearers.' 


*  In  focial  life,  Mr.  Wefiey  was  lively  and  converfible ;  and 
of  exquifite  companionable  talents.  He  had  been  much  accu- 
llomed  to  fociety  ;  was  well  acquainted  with  the  rules  of  good 
breeding;  and,  in  general,  perfectly  attentive  and  polite.  The 
abflradion  of  a  fcholar  did  not  appear  in  his  behaviour.  He  fpokc 
a  good  deal  in  company  :  and,  as  he  had  feen  much  of  the  world, 
andf  in  the  courfe  of  his  travels,  through  every  corner  of  r.he  na* 
tion,  had  acquired  an  infinite  fund  of  anecdote  and  cbfervation, 
he  was. not  fparing  in  his  communications;  and  the  manner  ia 
which  he  related  them,  was  no  inconfiderable  addition  to  the  en* 
tertainment  they  afforded. 

*  His  manner,  in  private  life,  was  the  reverfe  of  cynical  or 
forbidding.  It  was  fprightly  and  pleafant,  to  the  lafl:  degree ; 
and  prefentcd  a  beautiful  contrail  to  the  aullere  deportment  of 
many  of  his  preachers  and  people,  who  feeni  to  have  ranked 
laughter  amon^^  the  mortal  fins.  It  was  impofiibie  to  be  lon^  in 
his  company,  without  partaking  his  hilarity.  Neither  the  infir- 
mities of  "age,  nor  the  approach  of  death,  had  any  apparent  in- 
fluence on  his  manners.  His  chearfulnefs  continued  to  the  lafl; 
and  was  as  confpicuous  at  fourfcore,  as  at  one  and  twenty.* 

His  death  was  one  of  thofe  rare  inflances,  in  which  nature, 
drooping  under  a  load  of  years,  finks  into  the  grave  by  a  gen- 
tle decay.  His  lail  illnefs  commenced  F<fbuary  17,  1791;  and 
terminated  March  2.  The  circumftances  of  his  death,  v/hicK 
have  been  frequently  detailed,  are  related  by  Mr.  H.  with  much 
iblemnity  and  pathos.  * 
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The  moll  ftriking  feature  in  Mr.  Ws  chara£ler,  amiable  as  i 
was,  and  exemplary,  is  Hated  by  Mr.  H.  to  have  been  the  lovc 
of  power.     '  He  has  been  often  charged  with  this  propenfity, 
and  the  charge  is  not  yet  refuted  :  we  will  fay  more  \  we  chal- 
lenge any  man  to  refute  it/ 

The  charge  is  ftrongly  fupported.  But  after  all,  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  that  the  inflitutor  and  chief  of  a  numerous  and  increafmg 
feci  fliould  be  fond  of  power.  A  tame  fpirit  would  by  no 
means  have  been  equal  to  the  maintenance  of  fuflicient  autho- 
rity over  them. 

In  whatever  light  we  furvey  Mr.  W.  it  is  impoflible  not  to 
regard  him  as  an  extraordinary  chara<^er.  His  difcipline,  hi$ 
abftemioufnefs,  his  labours,  his  preaching,  exceed  all  compari- 
fon  and  computation.  That  he  has  promoted  the  interefls  of 
Chriftianity  and  of  the  eftabliflied  religion,  is  indubitable :  be- 
caufe  he  has  awakened  to  a  fenfe  of  morahliy  numbers  whofc 
obfcurity  of  condition,  and  total  want  of  education,  rendered 
tliem  inaccefTible  by  the  ufual  means  of  inftruction;  and  be- 
caufchis  eiTorts  have  flimulated  the  eftablifhed  clergy  to  great- 
er exertions.  We  may  add,  that  as  methodifm  originated  from 
the  fupinenefs  of  the  clergy,  it  will  owe  to  the  fame  caufe  any 
farther  progrefs.  It  is  not  uncharitable  to  alTert,  that  if  the 
ordained  miniflry  were  as  attentive  to  their  duty  as  their  irre- 
gular coadjutors,  methodifm  and  field-preaching  would  long^ 
ere  this  time,  have  Az/wo-  their  drooping  heads. 

We  have  feldom  met  with  a  work  tliat  deferved  more  unqua- 
lified approbation  than  the  prefcnt.  It  is  a  copious  repofitory 
of  methodiltic  intelligence  •,  and  Mr.  H.  has  eftablifhed  hl:^ 
claim  to  the  title  of  an  impartial  and  faithful  hiftorian. 
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PUBLIC     AFFAIRS, 

FROM 

SEPTEMBER  1791,  to  JANUARY  1792. 


NORTH    AMERICA. 

'TpHE  unimportant  confli<^s  with  the  Indians  appear  tb 
-*-  have  fubfided.  A  folemn  meeting  was  held  at  Newtown 
on  the  river  Tioga,  between  colonel  Pickering,  on  the  part 
of  the  American  ftates,  and  about  twenty  fachems  or  chiefs  of 
the  Six  Nations,  and  other  tribes, which  terminated  p  a  treaty 
of  conciliation. 

WEST      INDIES. 

In  the  month  of  Auguft  a  dreadful  infurred^ion  of  the  ne- 
groes happened  in  St.  Domingo,  or  the  French  divifion  of 
Hifpaniola.  It  began  on  the  plantation  of  M.  Chaband,  fitu- 
ated  four  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  Cape  Francois  5  and  in' 
a  few  days  the  infurgents  had  fwelled  to  a  great  number,  and 
carried  death,  fire,  and  de{lru61:ion,  through  this  flourifhing 
fettlement.  The  white  people  were  malTacred  without  rc- 
morfe,  and  the  rich  fugar-plantations  confumed.  M.  Bug- 
net  was  immediately  difpatched  to  lord  Effingham,  the  go- 
vernoi  of  Jamaica,  m  order  to  folicit  affiftance  ;  and  a  coun-» 
cil  being  called,  it  was  alTented  that  the  French  ^lould  be  per- 
mitted to  purchafe  arms  and  provifions  ;  two  frigates  and  a 
iloop  of  war  were  alfo  font  to  Cape  Francois  ;  and  every  aid 
was  given  which  the  ftate  of  Jamaica  permitted,  that  ifland 
being  nearly  as  much  deranged  by  the  imprudent  debates.  o£ 
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the  Britifli  parliament  concerning  the  flave-tradc,  as  St«  l3p* 
mingo  by  thofe  of  the  National  Afiembly.  The  aid  lent  by  the 
Englifh,  to  this  moft  important  of  the  French  fettlements,  ex- 
cited the  gratitude  of  the  National  Aflembly,  which  was  ex- 
prefled  in  a  vote  of  thanks  :  and  it  was  the  more  recommend- 
ed by  the  contraft  exhibited  in  the  condu6l  of  the  Spaniards 
in  Hifpaniola  upon  this  trying  occafion,-  they  not  only  deny- 
ing to  lend  any  alhftance,  but  expelling  and  delivering  up  the 
refugees  to  certain  death.  It  is  even  fufpeded  that  the  Spa- 
niards excited  the  revolt,  frci5i  enmity  to  the  new  French 
•principles  of  government.  At  length  the  commotion  was 
with  difficulty  fupprefTcd.  The  lofs  fuftained  is  eftimated  at 
upwards  of  twenty  millions  llerling.  The  negroes  killed  are 
computed  at  twelve  thoufand  \  the  Europeans  amount  to  about 
eight  hundred. 

P  E  L  E  W    I  S  L  A  N  D  S. 

Thefe  intcrefting  regions,  fo  romantically  painted  by  Mr, 
Keatc,  have  been  again  vifjted  by  the  Englifli.  Ihe  good  old 
king  Abba  Thulle  received  captain  Macluer  with  great  fatif- 
fa(^ion,  and  treated  him  and  his  crew,  nearly  a  month,  with 
dillinguifiied  favour  and  hofpitality.  Though  affefted  with 
the  tidings  of  Lee  Boo's  death,  he  intruilcd  the  captain  with 
another  fon  and  a  daughter. 

EAST    INDIES. 

The  tranfafliions  in  this  country  are  not  a  little  important* 
JLord  Cornwaliis  began  the  campaign  with  vigour  and  fuccefs. 
Tippoo  in  vain  offered  to  conciliate  m.eafures  with  the  Eng- 
lifli ;  lord  Cornwallis  refufing  to  make  a  feparate  peace,  and 
infilling  that  the  allies  fliould  be  comprehended ;  a  propofal 
which  Tippoo  declined.  The  fpeedy  retreat  of  Tippoo,  and 
the  capture  of  Bangalore,  fcon  followed.  Lord  Cornwallis 
then  advanced  to  Seringapatam,  the  capital  city  of  the  ene- 
my, and  totally  defeated  Tippoo,  who  either  ferioufly  hoped 
to  withfland  the  Englifli  force,  or,  as  is  more  probable,  only 
wiflied  to  occafion  a  delay  which,  however  fhort,  the  approach 
of  the  rainy  feafon  rendered  defirable. 

Hitherto  fuccefs  had  followed  the  Englifli  arms ;  but  the. 
rains  fuddenly  commencing,  lord  Cornwallis  found  tliat  his 
army  began  to  want  forage  \  and  not  being  able  to  join  gene- 
ral Abercromby,  owing  to  the  badnefs  and  almofl  impradli- 
cabiiity  of  the  fords  of  the  Cavery,  an  obfliacle  before  un^ 
'known,  he  was  forced  to  abandon  all  thoughts  of  attacking 
Seringapatam  till  the  rainy  feafoa  had  elapfed.     Some  heavy 
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Iron  guns  were  from  neceffity deftroyed,  but  no  other lofs  wis 
fulVained  in  the  retreat.  As  lord  Cornwallis  was  returnhig 
towards  Bangalore,  he  was  furprifed  to  hear  that  the  two 
Mahratta  armies,  which  he  fuppofed  to  be  150  miles  diftant, 
were  within  a  day's  march  :  feveral  letters  had  been  written 
to  him  by  the  chiefs,  not  one  of  which  had  reached  him  ; 
ii  circumftance  fmgularly  unfortunate,  as  he  would  have  adopt- 
ed a  very  different  plan  of  operations,  if  he  had  known,  eight 
or  ten  days  before,  that  he  could  have  depended  on  the  junc- 
tion of  fo  powerful  a  force. 

We  entertain  a  high  refpedl  for  lord  Cornwallis  ;  but,  to 
copy  his  own  expreflions,  we  are  furprifed^  zndftippofe  this 
ft  range  defe£t  of  intelligence  to  be  Jingularly  unfortunate. 
The  ancients  worfliipped  the  fortune  of  a  general,  while  we 
cnly  worfhip  his  prudence.  But  we  firmly  believe  that  ic 
was  impolhble  to  procure  intelligence,  by  any  expence  or  dif- 
guife,  fmce  lord,  Cornwallis  failed  in  this  moft  eflential  point 
of  war. 

It  would  appear  that  the  charaftcr  of  Tippoo  has  been 
much  undervalued  by  his  enemies.  He  is  the  fon  of  an  ufur- 
per,  in  a  country  where  almoft  every  regal  family  owes  its 
sife  to  recent  ufurpation  ;  but  that  he  is  no  tyrant,  would  ap- 
pear from  the  tried  fidelity  of  his  people  upon  this  great  oc- 
cafion.  In  all  the  arts  of  peace  and  war,  he  is  confeiTedly  far 
fuperior  to  any  Indian  potentate.  The  delay  in  the  capture  of 
Seringapatam  may  not  be  eafily  remedied.  The  Mahrattas 
and  the  Nizam,  may  foon  le:irn  this  evident  axiom,  that,  in 
afilfting  the  Englifli,  they  err  againft  the  moil  palpable  rules 
of  political  conduct ;  for  the  fall  of  Tippoo  can  only  con- 
tribute to  their  own  deftru£lion.  Meanwhile  the  expence 
of  the  war  is  enormous,  and,  whatever  faith  we  wifh  to  ob- 
ferve  to  our  allies,  they  cannot  expe£l  us  to  proceed  much 
further  merely  upon  their  account. 

TURKEY. 

This  empire  has  at  length  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  procure 
peace  from  Germany  and  Ruflia.  The  terms  we  ftated  on  a 
former  occafion.  It  is  computed  that  in  the  la(t  war  Turkey 
loft  200,000  foldiers  ;  Rufiia  100,000 ;  the  Auftrians,  who 
fell  in  battle,  or  in  the  unhealthy  marftics,  are  fuppofed  to 
exceed  130,000. 

AFRICA. 

A  fhort  war  arofe  between  the  emperor  of  Morocco  and 
tlie  Spaniards.  The  emperor  befieged  Ceuta  5  but  peace  Is 
{xwcQ.  reftored. 
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The  Engllfli  Sierra  Leona  company  has  ordered  experi- 
ments to  be  made,  concerning  the  growth  of  fugars  in  their 
fettlements,  which  have  met  with  fuch  fnccefs  as  to  encourage 
a  hope  that  the  prefent  high  price  of  this  commodity  may  be 
foon  reduced,  by  a  rivalry  with  the  Weft  India  merchants, 
who  will  apparently  fufFer  by  their  own  avarice. 

RUSSIA. 

The  peace  concluded  with  Turkey  has  been  followed  by 
the  death  of  prince  Potemkin  ;  an  event,  confidering  his  tran- 
fcendant  power,  of  no  fmall  importance.  Catharine  II.  is  now 
advanced  in  years,  and  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  Grand  Duke 
has  numerous  friends,  ready  to  pay  devotion  to  the  rifmg  fun. 
His  party  is  confiderably  ftrengthened  by  the  death  of  the 
powerful  favourite ;  and,  as  moft  reigns  reverfe  the  maxims 
of  the  preceding,  his  party  prefers  peaceful  councils.  The 
cmprefs  finds  occafion  for  all  her  prudence  at  this  conjunc- 
ture ;  and  great  efficacy  of  authority  is  required  to  moderate 
contending  parties,  and  to  touch  the  diftant  and  difcordant 
fprings  of  this  enormous  empire.  It  is  not  improbable  that 
a  new  favourite  may  fucceed  Potemkin ;  but  it  is  to  be  ex- 
pelled that  the  emprefs  will  not  enlarge  his  power  to  fuch  an 
immoderate  degree.  Ruflia  refembles  in  extent  the  Roman 
empire,  and  is  expofed  to  fimilar  revolutions  and  divifions. 

The  emprefs,  as  is  faid,  favours  the  emigrant  princes  of 
J'rance,  fo  far  as  to  be  concerting  active  meafures  in  their 
fupport.  But  it  is  prefumed  that  the  finances  of  Ruifia  are 
too  much  exhaufted  to  permit  any  great  exertion  in  this  new 
and  extraneous  fcenc  ;  and,  according  to  the  beft  information 
which  we  can  procure,  the  emprefs  has  recently  (hewn  left 
attention  to  the  requefts  of  the  emigrant  princes. 

POLAND. 

The  ele£lor  of  Saxony  ftill  hefitates  to  accept  the  reverfion 
of  the  crown  of  this  country,  though  rendered  hereditary  :  as 
to  his  predeceflbrs  it  has  proved  a  wreath  of  thorns.  He  de- 
iires  fome  additional  prerogatives,  which  may  well  be  grant- 
ed; for  the  conftitution  ilill  preponderates  too  much  to  an 
ariftocracy  *,  and  it  is  often  the  intereft  of  the  community  in 
that  cafe  to  increafe  the  royal  power.  The  equeftrian  order 
is  the  only  nobility  allowed  by  the  Polilh  laws,  which  negledt 
titles  as  vain  additions ;  and  though  they  regard  thofe  who 
hold  the  offices  of  palatines  and  caftellans,  and  other  fenators, 
as  the  fecond  order  of  the  ftate,  and  the  nobility  as  the  third, 
ilill  all  the  fenators  and  the  tlergy  muft  be  chofen  from  the 
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nobles;  fo  that  this  clafs  forms  in  facSl  all  the  thVce  diftinc- 
tions  of  peers,  clergy,  aod  commons  \  for  almoit  every  free 
yeoman  is  a  noble.  Hence  it  might  appear  that  the  nobles 
muft  be  fo  numerous,  that  the  didinclion  would  be  little  re- 
garded -,  but  the  vad  number  of  pcafants  or  Haves  ferves  as  ■ 
a  foil  even  to  this  lar^e  body.  I'he  inhabitants  of  the  cities 
and  towns  are  moilly  of  German  extratlion,  and  can  hardly 
be  regarded  as  Poles.  The  mafs  of  the  people  arc  Haves ;  at 
the  utmofh  not  above  five  hundred  thoufand  (including  citi- 
zens) out  of  fifteen  millions  are  free.  Thefe  ilaves,  by  the 
new  coniliiution,  arc  received  under:h  prote<ftion,of  the  na- 
tional law  and  government ;  that  is,  they  are  not,  as  before, 
to  be  tried  and  adjudged,  even  in  capital  cafes,  by  their  maf- 
lers  :  and  they  are  enabled  to  form  agreements  with  their  pra- 
prieiorsj  who  are  not  to  be  permitted  at  plcafure  to  alter  fuch 
contrails  with  ibeir  villagers.  Such  are  the  terms  ufed  in  the 
new  conflitution  ;  fo  that  the  Polifh  pcafants  have,  at  the 
moft,  only  acquired  the  privileges  of  fervitude  held  by  the  viU 
lains  of  the  middle  ages.  On  the  contrary,  the  old  privileges  of 
the  nobles  are  confirmed,  by  the  fecond  article  of  the  coniti- 
tution  J  fo  that  it  remains  with  them  whether  they  may  not 
try  their  peafants  for  life  and  death,  and  exert  every  other 
prerogative  as  before  *.  When  the  conllitution  betrays  fuch 
difcordance  in  itfelf,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  elector  of  Saxo- 
ny is  little  eager  to  accept  a  crown  Hill  too  much  expofed  to.- 
the  contempt  of  an  uncurbed  ariflocracy, 

SWEDEN. 

The  alliance  between  RufTia  and  this  power  has  excited 
furprize.  The  terms  are  not  exaclly  known  ;  but  it  is  a  ge- 
neral fuppofition  that  the  aflairs  of  France  bear  a  fliare.  Swe- 
den doubtlefs  prepares  for  war  \  but  the  declaration  of  holtiii- 
ties  by  the  dey  of  Algiers  againfl  this  country  may  haply  fur- 
nifh  fome  amufement  to  the  arms  of  Guftavus  III.  and  add  to 
the  adventures  of  this  romantic  king. 

DENMARK. 

The  iittentions  of  the  Danifh  government  to  the  flate  of 
the  peafantry  deferve  more  praife  than  the  idle  and  ruinous 
enterprifes  of  war.  The  peafants  being  univerlally  declared 
free,  fome  of  the  Jutlandic  nobles  oppofed  the  proceedings  of 

*  We  have  been  the  more  full  on  this  fubjc^Sl,  as  fome  refpcAuble  wiittr* 
continue  to  niifreprtfent  the  Polifh  conllitution.  To  thofe  who  \vi(h  to  exa- 
mine the  lubjeCt  fnay  he  recommended  the  work  of  Hartknoch,  De  Rfp'.biua  F^* 
io/ULii,  I'rancof.  1687,  8vo.  as  the  moft  conipliite  account  of  the  former  iKae  <jf 
Poland,  and  indeed  the  moft  ample  and  inltruotive  ever  given  of  any  Lura})cau 
government.  In  tliis  work  the  old  privileges  granted  to  the  nobles,  or  ciiu,.!- 
trian  order,  &c.  &.c.  may  be  found,  with  proper  authorities  to  corioborute  our 
remarks  in  the  text. 
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the  commlffibners  appointed  for  this  purpofe  :  and  the  catifer 
being  tried  before  the  high  court  of  judiciaries,  the  nobles 
were  defeated,  heavy  pecuniary  fines  innpofed  on  them, 
and  from  two  of  the  number  their  badges  of  di{Un£i:ion  were 
taken :  the  canfe  was  alfo  publifhed  at  large  for  the  inftruc-' 
tion  of  the  nation. 

JVi  addition  to  this  concefTion,  the  amiable  prince  of  Den- 
mark, who  may  be  regarded  as  the  regerrt  of  the  kingdom, 
is  aboui;  to  abolifli  the  feudal  fcrvices,  which  have  fo  long  op- 
prcfled  the  country.  In  order  to  efFe£l  this  falutary  affair  in 
the  nwfl  equitable  manner,  the  lt>rds  of  mancHPS)  and 
their  tenants,  are  ordered  to  enttr  into  a  friendly  agreementir 
Ih  cafe  of  a  difference,  the  caufe  is  to  be  fubmitted  to  arbitra- 
tors, whofe  award  fliall  be  final.  To  give  an  example,-  ths 
king  and  the  prince  have  commenced  the  reformation  on  thei? 
pcrfonal  eftates,  which  are  parcelled  out  at  very  moderate 
prices  to  tlie  tenants,  now  freeholders  iriltead  of  flaves.  Count 
Chriftian  Reventlcrw,  and  Mefficurb  Colbioriftfen,  have  diftin- 
guiffied  tl-vemfelves  by  their  writing*  in  favour  of  freedom., 
which  are  printed  in  a  colle£lion  of  papers,  rntituled, '  Tranf- 
a£lions  of  the  Royal  Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into"  the 
prefent  State  of  the  Peafantry  in  Denmark.'  It  is  remarkable, 
that  the  lafl  fpark  of  liberty  among  the  peafants  was  extin- 
guiflied  in  1742,  under  a  king  who  has  been  extolled  on  ac- 
count of  his  piety, ^  The  feudal  flavery  had  been  advancing 
by  degrees  in  Denmark,  from  the  thirteenth  century  to  the 
prefent :  in  the  thirteenth  century,  all  men  were  free  who- 
held  even  the  fmalleft  portions  of  land. 

•  The  liberty  of  the'  prefs  is  alfo  liberally  fuppOi^ed  by  th« 
prliice,  who  lately  declared  againft  any  new  rellri(?t:ions }  and 
affeirted,  that  the  common  lav/  of  libels  was  fufficient  to  guard 
any  perfon  from  real  injury  in  this  refpecl^ 

ITALY. 

The  pope  has  fent  a  vehement  memorial  to  moft  European 
courts,  againft  the  condudl  of  the  French  affembly  in  refus- 
ing Avignon,  and  the'Comtat  Venaiffni :  but  the  pontiff's 
jfteinorials  are  now  as  little  regarded  as  his  bulls  5  and  the  pa-- 
f^\  power  is  faHihg  with  incrcafing  velocity. 

SPA  I  N". 
The  war  with  Morocco  has  been  already  mentioned.  It 
•was  unjuffly  furmifed  that  this  war  was  entered  iiito,  in  orcfer 
to  divert  tlie  attention  of  the  people,  who  might  be  imprefied 
with  the-  affairs  of  France  r  but  the  reign  of  ignorance  and  bi- 
gotry is  fo  firmly  eftablifhed  in  Spain,  that  many  years  may 
elapfe  before  any  idea  of  freedom  is  formed  in  that  unhappy 
kingdom.  In  France  the  crlfis  was  prepared  by  innumerable 
writings  5  but  it  is  believed  not  even  a  pamphlet  cxifts  in  the 
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opanini  language,  which  difplays  any  jufl  or  liberal  notions  of 
government. 

It  is  underftood  that  Spain  is  to  take  a  chief  concern  in  at- 
tempting a  counter-revolution  in  France  ;  but  the  deplorable 
ftate  of  the  Spanilh  finances  will  prevent  any  great  exertion. 
The  royal  treafury  cannot  fupply  the  common  expence  of  go- 
vernment, and  loans  have  been  negotiated  at  Lifbon  and  Ge- 
noa without  fuccefs.  It  is  not,  therefore,  likely  that  the  fliare 
of  Spain  will  be  confiderable  in  a  war  which,  if  once  com- 
menced, may  embroil  all  Europe,  and  continue  for  mauy 
years.  Some  politicians  fufpe£ling  that  it  Ruffia  enter  hito 
hoflilities  with  France,  mutual  interefts,  in  oppofition  to  that 
power,  may  lead  France  and  Poland  into  an  alliance  j  and  to 
Poland  will,  in  a  necefTary  chain  of  connection,  accede  the 
dedorof  Saxony,  Pruflia,  Holland,  and  England. 

G  E  R  M  A  N  f . 

The  conference  at  Pilnitz,  between  the  emperor,  the  king 
of  PrufTia,  and  the  elector  of  Sa-xony,  is  the  moft  memorable 
occurrence  fmce  the  peace  with  Turkey  :  but  the  real  objects 
of  this  unufual  meeting  continue  doubtful.  A  proportional 
diminution  of  the  forces  of  Auftria  and  Pruflia,  the  exchange 
of  the  Netherlands  for  Bavaria,  the  fecularization  of  many 
German  bifhopricks,  are  fome  of  the  articles  mentioned.  A 
more  probable  one  ellabiiflies  an  alliance  between  the  powers 
for  mutual  defence,  and  for  the  prefervation  of  the  peace  of 
Germany.  How  far  the  French  affairs  v/ere  confidered  ap- 
pears not ;  but  the  acknowledgment  of  the  nationai  ilag  by 
the  emperor  feems  to  evince  the  fallacy  of  the  furmifes  enter- 
tained. Nor  can  the  intereft  of  any  of  the  contra£ling  powers 
lead  them  to  overthrow  a  government  which  has  abjured  all 
foreign  conqucft,  in  order  to  re-eftablifh  the  former,  which  was 
fo  frequently  occupied  in  deftroying  the  tranquillity  of  Germany, 

AUSTRIAN  NETHERLANDS. 
Thefe  provinces  are  not  yet  entirely  delivered  from  their 
tommotions.  The  emperor  having  excluded  from  the  coun- 
cil of  Brabant  five  members,  who  had  been  checked  by  the 
ihfurgents,  the  Hates  infifted  upon  their  re-admifiion  ;  and 
proceeded  fo  far  as  to  refute  all  fuppHes  till  the  government 
ihould  fatisfy  this,  and  fome  other  demands  of  a  fimilar  ten-  ' 
dency ;  fuch  as,  that  all  the  fupprefled  monafteries  (hould  be 
reflored,  and  that  no  exceptions  fhould  be  made  in  the  general, 
amnefty.  Nor  have  thefe  fanatic  revolters,  confiding  of  a 
few  nobles  and  numerous  priefts,  refrained  from  promulgat- 
ing many  inflammatory  papers,  to  fupport  their  pretenfions. 
iThe  power  of  the  clergy  is,  in,  the  Low  Countries,  immenfc, 
and  is  propagated  with  fuccefsful  art.  Independently  of  the 
influence  of  bigotry,  they  are  pofleilbrs  of  the  greateft  part  of 
tile  lands,  and-fecure  the  fupport  of  the  people,  by  granting 
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very  cafy  leafes.  The  numerous  lawyers  and  tradefm^n  arc 
warm  friends  of  the  rich  priellhood,  from  whom  they  chiefly 
derive  their  maintenance. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  emperor  has  ordered  the  refolutions 
ef  the  dates  of  Brabant  to  be  torn  from  the  regiller  ;  and, 
the  more  effetlually  to  overawe  the  difcontented,  he  has  of- 

.  fered  to  the  United  Netherlands  a  treaty  for  the  fupport  of 
the  tranquillity  of  both  countries,  which  probably  wilt  be  ac- 

^cepted.  The  conduct  of  the  emperor,  v/hile  duke  of  Tuf- 
cany,  may  juftly  lead  to  an  inference  that  his  reign  will  be 

,  diftinguiflied  by  his  endeavours  to  enlighten  his  people,  and 
to  promote  their  real  happinefs  ;  while  it  is  unfortunately  the 
cafe  of  the  Netherlands,  that  the  fuppofcd  reprefentatives  of 
the  people  are  the  chief  enemies  of  pcrfonal  and  njental  freedom. 

UNITED    NETHERLANDS. 

The  marriage  of  tl-^e  fon  and  licir-apparent  of  the  (ladthold- 
^r  to  a  princefs  of  Prulfia,  may  contribute  t;o  the  maintenance 
«f  the  political  connexions  between  the  two  countries.. 

FRANCE. 

The  intei'Bfting  aifairs  of  this  country  defervedly  continue 
to  attract  the  general  attention  of  Europe.  The  fiift  event, 
'  in  rk^'  order  of  time,  and  the  moll  important  in  itfelf,  which 
has  occurred  fince  our  lafl  llatement,  is  the  acceptance  of  the 
new  confl>tution  bv  the  fovercign.  Some  hefitate  not  to  be- 
lieve that  fiiis  conceihon  was  the  (lipulated  price  of  the  for- 
bearance fiiewft  by  the  national  ailembly  upon  the  capture  of 
Louis.  However  this  be,  the  meafure  was  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  as  the  majority  in  favour  of  this  great  change  was  fo 
numerous  that  it  may  wkh  jullice*be  denominated  the  voice 
of  the  nation  ;  and  no  monarch,  even  in  the  moii  defpotic  coun- 
tries, can  reign  with  univerfal  diltent.  In  religion,  and  in  po- 
litics, the  court  mult  ever  follow  the  majority  of  the  people.. 

It' has  been  a  peculiarity  of  tliofe  ancient  and  modexn  re- 
public;>,  confiding  of  finglc  cities,  being  indeed  the -only  oncf 
.known  till  tjie  piefent  century,  that  the  prevailing  party  was 
fo  unmerciful,  or  the  vanquiflied  fo  fufpicious.,  that  the  mino- 
rity have  ufually  been  forced  to  leave  tlie  date.  Notwith- 
itanding'the  laudable  meafure  of  a  general  amnedy,  this  dn- 
gularitycf  a  democratic  government  has  appeared  in  France  > 
.but  though  the" inf Lability  of  ancient  and  modern  republics  has 
piuCccdwd  chiefly  from  this  caufe,  the  minority  in  the  prefent 
ca(e  is  io  fmall,  that  little  danger  can  be  apprehended.  Nor 
indeetl  can  tlie  fmalled  inference  or  analogy  be  derived  from 
the  miimtc  republics,  yet  known,  in  order  to  be  appKed  to 
America  or  France  :  on  the  contrary,  it  would  be  more  rea- 
for.ableto  argu^,  that  the  events  incident  to  cities  will  not  be- 
f,4l  large  nations.  Guicciardini  has  long  fmce  obferved  the 
f4ila\:y  of  hiilorx.a;  examples,  inafmuch  as  no  event  can  in 
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siflors,  aclilon,  time,  circiimtlances,  origin,  or  confcquences, 
correlponcl  with  another.    ^ 

Since  our  laft,  Avignon  and  the  country  of  the  Venaiffia 
have  been  appropriated  to  France,  by  a  decree  of  the  national 
afl'embly ;  and  a  compenfation  is  to  be  made  to  the  Roman 
fee.  It  is  no  wonder  that  the  poilelTion  of  this  diltrict  by  the 
pontiffs  had  become  fmguhuly  invidious ;  and  it  was  even  dan- 
gerous to  the  progrefs  of  hberty  and  reafon  in  France,  by  af- 
fording a  conftant  example  and  refuge  of  fanaticifm.  But  tlie 
fcenes  of  blood  and  horror  which  have  followed  in  that  mifer- 
able  city  and  province,  muft  excite  fome  alloni(hnient  at  tl^c 
tlfifeft  of  prevention  in  the  national  aflembly  :  even' the  pre- 
fent  quiet  is  a  reproach,  as  it  teilifies  that  faeh  diforders  might 
have  been  previoufly  extinguilhed,  before  die  fparks  produced 
a  conflagration. 

The  quiet  election  and  aflemblage  of  the  new  legiilatlve 
body  difappointed  the  conjecfures  of  maiiy  politicians.  In  its 
commencement,  this  fecond  national  council  flij^wed  morq 
zeal  than  wifdom :  but  much  is  to  be  pardoned  to  the  novelty 
of  their  fituation,  and  to  the  want  of  precedents.  The  gravity 
of  a  fenate  is  the  effe<Et  of  maturity  and  experience  ;  nor  muit 
it  be  forgotten  that  the  extreme  vivacity  of  the  French  chr,- 
ra£ter  muit  predominate,  and  introduce  a  warmth  and  petu- 
lance of  difcuihon  unknown  to  nations  of  a  more  fedate  dif- 
pofition.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  peculiarity  which  has 
prevei:ted  tlie  French  from  retaining  fevcral  of  their  conquefts, 
their  pertnefs  being  offenfive  to  ail  other  nations,  will  not  in- 
jure their  national  counfels ;  but  that  by  the  dehiy  in  proce- 
dure, (which  in'France  ought  to  double  the  fpace  allotted  in 
an  Englifh  parliament)  the  heat  may  be  allowed  to  evaporate 
before  a  conclufion  is  inftituted.  From  the  prefent  defeat  of 
talents  in  the  new  and  unexpected  career  of  fenatorial  exer- 
tion, the  national  affembly  con  fills  chiefly  of  curates  and  ad- 
vocates ;  and  the  elocution  of  the  latter  cannot  be  expected 
to  be  remarkable  for  gravity  or  modeity,  however  valuable  in 
point  of  information,  and  other  refpe^ls. 

The  ftate  of  the  finances,  the  emigrants,  the  difputes  with 
the  German  princes,  have  chiefly  occupied  the  attention  of 
the  new  affembly.  On  the  firfl  fubje«£l  it  is  impoffible  to  pro- 
cure unbiaffed  and  authentic  information  ;  but  it  appears  that 
the  affembly  exerts  every  endeavour  to  place  the  national  in- 
come and  expenditure  upon  a  proper  ijoting.  The.  r.ile  of 
the  poffefllons  of  the  church  exceeds  the  expe6lcd  value  ;  and, 
if  peace  continue,  the  finances  may  foon  relume  a  profperous 
appearance  ;  but  the  prefent  preparations  for.  war  are  not  a 
little  diitreffmg  to  the  public  trealury.  The  ne  w  coinage  is 
not  beneath  notice  ;  that  of  the  bafer  metal  in  particular,  as 
its  fmall  circle  conveys  the  important  epochs  .0;  t.h:3  fail  of  fu- 
perftitioB,  and  of  dcfpotifm,  being  fc^r;npd  of  the  bells  of  tlic 
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xnonafterie?,  and  bearing  on  its  reverfe  the  fafces,  crowned 
with  a  cap  of  liberty,  and  furrounded  with  a  civic  wreath, 

%K  NATION,  LA   LOI,  LE  P.O!  ;    beneath,  AN.  3.    DE  LA   LIB. 

Upon  the  king's  acceptance  of  the  conllitution,  and  the  ge- 
neral amnelly,  ^11  rellraints  being  removed,  numerous  emi- 
grants began  to  leave  the  realm.  Royal  proclamations  have 
appeared,  containing  pathetic  remonftrances  againft  this  de- 
fertion  ;  the  king  declares,  amldil  other  arguments,  that  '  if 
there  be  any  amongil  them  who  have  been  induced  to  believe 
that" they  may  thus  give  the  king  a  proof  of  their  attachment,^ 
they  are  deceived  ;  and  (liould  knov/  that  the  king  can  confi- 
der  as  his  true,  friends  thofe  only  who  unite  themfeives  to  him^ 
for  the  maintenance  and  refpeC^  of  the  lav/s,  for  the  re-efta- 
bliihment  of  order  and  of  peace  in  the  kingdom,  and  for  con- 
firming every  fort  of  profperity  which  nature  (eems  to  have 
delHned  for  it.' 

The  nationalaflemblyin{litutedadecree,recalIing  the  French 
princes  undci^the  penalty  of  coiihrcationj  but  the  king,  exerting 
his  right  of  veto  allov/ed  by  the  conllitution,  refufed  to  fanftion 
this  ordinance.  It  is  likely  that  the  abfentees  interpreted  this 
meafure  as  a  coUufion,  and  perhaps  they  were  not  miitaken. 
The  king,  however,  difpatched  monitory  letters  to  the  princes^ 
foliciting  their  return.  He  tells  them,  '  I  think  that  the  mo- 
lives  which  detemined  me,  ought  to  have  the  fame  weight  with 
you ;  I  therefore  invite  you  to  follow  my  example.  If,  as  I  do 
not  doubt,  the  welfare  and  tranquillity  of  France  are  dear 
to  you,  you  will  not  hefitate  to  concur  by  your  conduct  to 
reflore  them.  In  putting  an  end  to  the  uneafmefTes  which 
agitate  the  minds  of  men,  you  will  contribute  to  the  re-efta- 
blilliment  of  order ;  you  will  fecure  the  afcendancy  of  wife 
moderate  opinions  ;  and  you  will  efFeclually  promote  that 
good,  which  your  abfence,  and  the  plans  which  are  attributed 
to  you,  cannot  but  counteracl:.' 

Thefc  letters  failed  in  t^t^  ;  and  the  princes  purfue  their. 
defperate  and  unwife  fchemes.  Inexpedlation  of  the  open  affift- 
ance  of  Spain,  Rulha,  and  Sweden,  and  the  fecret  aid  of  moil 
European  kings,  tliey  are  preparing  for  a  war ;  which,  if  it  end%^ 
as  moil  probable,  in  their  defeat,  what  mercy  have  they  to' 
hope  from  a  nation  plunged  into  the  moft  horrid  dillrefles  by, 
their  little  perfonal  vanity,  and  that  of  their  followers  ?  If 
fuccefsful,  how  invidious,  how  detefted,  how  fliort  the  tri- 
umph 1  In  our  civil  wars,  foreign  aid  was  carefully  avoided. 
on  both  fides ;  for  the  fentiments  of  all  nations  unite  in  regard- 
ing a  victory  obtained  by  foreigners  as  the  fubjeciiion  of  their 
native  power.  France  is  neither  fo  feebl?,  nor  fo  ^  unenlight- 
ened, as  to  be  ruled  by  force  only  ;  and  fuccefiive  foreign  ar- 
mies would  moft  effeclually  overturn  that  throne  which  they 
were  introduced  to  fupport.  Nor,  as  power  and  honour  de- 
pend on  Opinioii  only,  can  nobility  exia  bui  with  thp^efpetl. 
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tind  cftcem  of  the  people  :  if  unlverfally  dcfplfcd^  it  is  only  a 
badge  of  degradation  ;  if  univerfally  dctcfted,  it  is  aiinihilated. 
It  is  impoffible  that  the  national  ail'embly  can  alter  thefe  parts 
of  the  coijftitution  which  concern  the  nobility,  as  fprne  fug^ 
gefl: :  tliciy  have  no  fuch  power  by  the  conilitution  jtrejif,  and 
if  they  annul  one  article  the  whole  is  loft.  Happily  the  mo- 
derate party  now  reigns  in  that  body  j  but  we  cannot,  difcern 
that  any  compenfation  or  compofitipn  can  be  found.  The  ex- 
treme ignorance  and  inability  of  the  French  princes  prevent 
them  from  feeing  the  danger  of  defeat,  a^id  the  yet  greal;er 
danger  of  fuccefs.  In  the  latter  cafe  a  new  hoft  of  abfentees 
will  appear ;  and  the  kingdom,  lofl  in  perpetual  commotions, 
and  deprived  of  all  wealth  and  force,  may  foon  be  divided 
into  provinces  by  the  neighbouring  countries  j  and  afford, 
after  Italy,  the  fecond  example  of  a  large  domain  perpetually 
fubjeO:  to  forelga  powers.  Nor  can  it  be  doubted  that  molt 
European  courts  are  milled  by  tlie  reprefentations  of  the  arif^ 
tocrats,  which  aipne  are  liftened  to,  and  have  no  jull  notipi) 
of  the  national  entliufiafru  of  the  French  iu  favour  of  the  new 
conilitution. 

Various  and  difcordant  are  the  accounts  which  have  appear^ 
ed  of  the  forces  enlifted  by  the  arillocratical  emigrants.  The 
following  is  preferred,  as  being  the  moll  exaggerated  j  fo  that 
the  reader  may  thence  infer  their  utmoll  power. 

The  old  ellablilhment  of  the  Ma'ifon  dii  Roi  confifting  of 
Gardes  du  CorpSy  Gvns  d^^'irmcr'iCy  Moiifqu'italres^  Chevau:^ 
Jaeger Sy  Gardes  de  Monjicur^  Gardes  d' Artoh.  The  regiment 
of  Berwick,  completed  by  400  Swifs,  and  200  Heflians, 
The  regiment  of  Dillon.  A  body  of  1200  chafieurs,  confiil- 
pg  of  Flemings  and  others,  who  lately  fcrvcd  the  arillocracy 
of  the  Netherlands  againll  the  emperor.  The  legion  of  ^i- 
rabeau,  confifling  of  1500  men;  and  another  under  Boullie, 
;a  noted  partiliin,  amounting  to  3000  Swifs,  Corficans,  >and 
Tyrolians.  The  Count  de  Welkenhein  is  to  fupply  3000  ; 
the  prince  of  Waldeck  2000.  Add  1000  riflemen  and  huf- 
fars.  Lallly,  the  Prince  4e  Nallau,  and  the  Cai'dinal  dc 
Rohan,  are  raifing  regiinents.  The  total  amount  may  be 
^bout  20,000  men. 

The  king  of  Sweden,  with  his  ufual  quixotifm,  is  expelled 
to  head  12,000  Rullians,  and  as  many  Swedes.  Spain  is  fo 
much  exhaulled  that  (he  will  hardly  afford  30,000  men.  Th«  • 
p.iriftance  of  Sardinia  is  doubtful ;  tliat  of  the  German  eccle^ 
fiallic  elecElors,  who  are  doubly  enraged  at  the  French  conili-* 
tution,  as  princes  and  as  priefts,  is  more  certain. 

On  the  other  hand,  France  has  ordered  tiiree  armies  of 
|0,ooQeach,  under  de  la  Fayette,  Ho^hambeaii,  andl^uckner. 

It  is,  however,  to  be   hoped  that,  as  is  now  the  faJhiqn, 

|hcfe  preparations  will  end  in  nothing.  .  With  a  proper  fpirit 
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Fraqcc  has  required  the  Eleftors  of  Mentz,  and  cf  Treves  or 
Triers,  and  other  potentates  in  whofe  dates  the  arillocrats 
were  carrying  on  military  preparations,  to  iflue  prohibitions, 
or  expect  a  Ipecdy  declaration  of  war.  Some,  as  is  reported, 
have  complied  with  the  demand. 

The  emperor  has  acknowledged  the  French  national  flag, 
and  appears  prudently  inclined  to  take  no  part  in  the  conteft. 
The  national  affembly  have,  as  is  believed,  fuccceded  in  detach- 
ing, by  promifes  of  compenfation,  thofe  German  princes  whofe 
property  was  afleftcd  by  former  decrees,  from  the  intereft  cf 
the  emigrants.  May  its  other  meafures  lead  to  peace,  and 
may  a  war  be  avoided  dangerous  to  all  parties  ;  and  which, 
from  its  nature  and  confequences,  is  likely  even  before  the  ap- 
•  proaching  termination  of  this  century,  to  change  the  appear- 
;ince  of  Europe. 

BRITAIN    AND    IRELAND. 

T*he  mod  important  incident  which  has  occurred  fince  our 
'  lad,  is  the  marriage  of  the  duke  of  York  with  the  Pruihan 
prlncefs,  which  took  place  on  the  29th  of  September,  at  Berlin. 
On  the  25th  of  Odober  they  arrived  in  England,  and  were  re- 
ceived with  public  joy  and  applaufe,  M'hich  were  increafcd  by 
■  the  r^fietiion,  that  a  long  fpacc  of  time  had  elapfed  fmce  any 
-•-prince  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover  had  formed  fo  proper  and  io 
(iuLlnguiflied  an  alliance.     A  youngprincefs  isfecure  of  popu- 
larity even  in  thefe  republican  times  \  but  if  fame  be  believed, 
tlic  duchefs  of  York  deierves  it. 

■The  meeting  of  parliament  is  deferred  till  the  end  of  Ja- 
nuary, when  the  political  campaign  promifes  to  be  warm^  and 
vigorous  •,  but  the  minilter's  decided  majority  will  enable  him 
.  to  fupport  any  meafure  he  pleafes.  It  is  hoped  the  dreadful 
example  of  St.  Domingo  will  efFe61:ually  terminate  all  further 
tlifcullion  of  the  ilave-trade,  except  fo  far  as  to  prevent  harfh 
or  cruel  treatment  of  the  negroes  ;  and  that  fuch  of  the  fena- 
tors  as  iludy  fentimental  novels  will  attend  to  ^he-Europeans, 
as  well  as  to  the  Africans.  If- they  muft  find  occafions  to  ex- 
ert their  pathetic  feelings,  it  is  recommended  to  them  to  pre- 
-  pare  a  fchenie  which  will  put  a  complete  •  period  to  the  bar- 
barous practice  of  war,^after  which  peftilence,  earthquakes, 
&c.  &c.  may  undergo  a  pa'Niamentary  inveftlgation. 

A  more  pleafmg  obj eel:  occurs  in  the  repeated  expedition  for 

trpnfporting  the  bread-tree,  and  other  ufeful  plants,  from  the 

'  South  Seas  to  our  Weft-Indian  illands.     Such  fchehies  do  ho- 

•  iiour  to  the  age  and  country. 

In  Scotland  and  Ireland,  civilifation  and  induflry  make  rapid 
advances ;  aiid  it  is  believed  that  thefe  countries,  long  the  laft, 

•  will  foon  be  able  to  vie  with  any  in  Europe,  in  national  im- 
provement. 

January  i,  1 792. 
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Lettrej  fur  divers  endroitsde  I'Europc, 
de  I'Afie,  &  de  1' Afrique,  488 

Life  of  Iho.  Pain,  with  a  defence  of 
his  writings,  7a 

■ '  . .  -..  of  Sam.  Johnfbn,  LL.  D. 
continued,  254 

of  Jofeph  Balfamo,  count  Cag- 

lioffro,  437 

— — —  and  adventures  of  Robinfnn 
Crufoe,  4S0 

Lift  of  books  intended  for  the  ufe  of 
the  younger  clergy,  477 

Literature,  curiofities  of,  39a 

Liverpooie,  a  few  words  of  advice  to 
the  common  council  of,  114 

Love's  vagaries  J  3^5 

M. 

MEafures,  &c.  tradts  on,  8S 

Medical  didionary.  Third  edit. 

30 

— — — — fadls,   and  obfervati,ons, 

vol.  L  3C5 

Melancholy  cataftrophe  of  Peter  Pin- 
dar, 232 
Mtmoire  de  M,  Calor.ne,  centre  le 
^£crct 


N 


D        E 


tlccret  rendu  le   14  Fev.  I791,  par 

raircmhlec  fe  difant  nationalc,  239 
Memo  ires   fecrcts   fur   les  regncs    dc 

Louis  XIV.  &  de  Louis  XV.  501 
Memoirs  of  Hdw.  W ly  M— —  gue, 

efq.  Second  edit.  iiS 

— ■■  and    anecdotes    of    Philip 

Thickncfl'e,  237 

•— -— —  and  fufferings  of  Dr  William 

Stall!,  424 

—  of  the  late  rev.  John  VVcfley, 

A.  M.  430,  566 

-; of  Julia  de  M ,       479 

Mercier's  traiiflation  of  Zimmermanu 

on  folitude,  Ij. 

Midland  counties,  rural  economy   of 

the,  2 1 

Midfhipmen  of  the   royal  navy,  plan 

for  the  henefit  of  the,  358 

Military  maxims  and  obfervatloiis  of 

Tippoo  Sultan,  238 

Mifcellaneous  poems,  473 

Moderate^politics  devoted  to  Britons, 

108,427 

Modern  hero  (the)  in  the  kingdom  of 

Cathai,  238 

Moral  and  philnfophical  fuggeftions  Oin 

various  fubjeds  relative  to  human 

perfedion  and  happincfs,  iSS 

Mylkry  Babylon  encompalied  for  utter 

deftriidion,  or  Antinoniianifni  un- 

inuiked,  &c.  anfvvered,  a:6 

'     N. 

NAtural   hirtory    of    quadrupeds, 
birds,  &c.  a  new,  vol.  L     313 
Nature,  the  book  of,  ,  350 

,  the  econoitiy  of,  357 

Naval  tadics,  an  effay  on,  275 

Haw  Guinea,  dikovcrics  to  the  fouth- 

eaft  of,  13  r 

—  ■■  -  tratiflition  of  Jfaiah,  15I 

annual  re^ifter  for  1790,         179 

Xw.xU. —  Adolphus,  or  unnaturii 
brother,  117. — Alvarez,  or  irrclill:- 
ible  feduftion,  118. — Celcftina,  Ic- 
cond  edit.  ibid. — Danifh  maflacrc, 
I  I7.--I>iarnabj«,  a  tale,  116  — 
Duchcfs  of  York,  an  EngHfti  Ikory, 
117. — Effcds  of  vanity,  ibid. — Er- 
rors of  Education,  the,  234. —  Ethe- 
linde,  fccond  edit.  57. — Lady  Jane 
Grey,  a  hiftorical  tale,  234.— Lake 
of  Winander  Mere,  117. — JVlc- 
moirs  of  a  Scots  hcifefs,  356. — Mo- 
nimia,  235. — S:eg«  of  Aubigny, 
ibid. — Trip  to  Weymouth,, ibid. — 
V«aiaa  of  a  vow,  356.-^Vilicrqjr, 


or  the  fatal  moment,  wf.-^yCm, 
Wallace,  or  Highland  hero,  235.  ' 

ol 

OAK   trees,    obfcrvations    on   the 
propagation  and  management  of, 

ITS 

OblervatJons  and  experiments  on  the 
Crefent  water  at  Harrogate,         i  xz 

• —  on  the  fmaii  pox  and  in- 
oculation, ^-_j 

Occafional  retrofped  of  foreign  litera- 
ture,   340,    543.— France,    ibid 

Italy,  549.-- Germany,  550. — Swit- 
zerland, Holland,  551.— Dcmivark, 
Sweden,  552.— Pruilia,  554.  — Ruil 
fia,  .         ^^^ 

Ode  for  July  14,  lygr,  1,5 

—  to  Peter  Pindar,  on  his  ode  ta 
Paine,  ^-^ 

—  on  the  late  celebrated  Handd, 
on  his  playing  on  the  organ,       471: 

Oeconomy  of  Nature,  the,  357 

Oracle,  the  American,  7^ 

Origin  and  pro^jrefs  of  language,  <jf 
.     the,  ^co 

Original  letters  of  John  Wcfley  and 
his  friends,  jqq 


PAIN  (Tho.)  life  of.  -, 

Paine's   rights  of  man,  biogra- 
phical, critical,  and  political  flric- 
.    tureson  icg 

Paradife  reviewed,  3^3 

Parifh  raf^s.     ^ce  Parochial. 
Parifian  maftt-r,  the  1^9 

Parochial   regittcrs,  &c.  inquiry  into, 
the  prefent  ftate  of,  ^    '     120 

Pafture    graffcs,    a  colledlion  of  the 
ipecimtRS of  the  common,  i9.^ 

Painarcbs,  hiilory  of  the,  426 

Pendulums,  theory  of,  en 

Pcrfonal  remembrance  among  the  joys 
of  aiiother  world,  jog 

Peter  Pindar,  melancholy  cataflrophe 

^^'  »3* 

Petrarch's  view  of  human  life,      454 
Pharmacopei  Coll.  Reg.   Med..  Londi- 
nenfis.     New  edit.  i         6^ 

Pbarnracy   (the  preient  fiate  of)   ex- 
ploded, j-^j 
Philofophy,  hrftqry  cf,  *                   ^^^ 
-    ■* of  mafons,  anfwer  t%  the. 


.474 


Phy Geo— meteorological  letters  from. 

Sencbicr,  de  Saoffure,  and  Toald^ 

With  the  replies  of  Vaflaili,        512 

Phyto- 


t    ^ 


JBytozoIogic  philofophique,  559 

PiAurefq^ue  defcription  of  Switzer- 
land, 62 

l*lan  for  the  benefit  of  the  midflilp- 
men  of  the  royal  navy/  358 

Plays  and  poems  of  Wni.  Shakfpeare, 

361 

Poem  to  the  memory  of  Geo.  Fred. 
Handel,  470 

Poems  by  John  Rannie.    Second  edit. 

116 

by  the  author  of  the  Village 

Curate,  204 

-■    ■   ■■,  m!fcellaneou.<rj  473 

Poetic  lauiels  for  chara(Sers  of  diftin- 
guiflied  merit,  353 

Poetical  cffays  on  the  principal  errors 
and  corniptiotis  of  men  ;  the  excel- 
lency of  reafon  and  of  virtue ;  &c. 
&c.  with  note?,  70 

-  compofitions  on  various  fub- 

jcfts,  94 

J^oedeal  exttacit. — From  Cider,  54. — 
American  oracle,  75,  76,  77. — -Sa- 
lires  of  Juvenal,  83,  84,  85.— Abq* 
rigrnal  Britons,  93. — Bentley's  Poe- 
tical compofitions,  94,  95. —Heroic 
epiftle  to  Mr.  Burke,  177,  178. — 
Annual  Regifter  for  1790,  1S3. — 
Cookfey's  Life  of  lord  Hardwicke, 
acr. — Poems  by  the  author  of  the 
Village  curate,  aOj,  206,  207. — 
Peter  Pindar's  Remonftrance,  209, 
a  10,  211. — Heroic  Ipiitie  to  Dr. 
Prieftley,  212,  213^  2r4.~Reflec- 
tions  on  the  Tomb  of  Columbus, 
231.— Fruits  of  Fadlion,  233 — 
Poetic  Laurels  fi,r  Charaders  of  dif- 
tinguifhed  Merit,  354. — -Malone's 
Edition  of  Shakfpearc'o  Playsi,  &c. 
369.— Moor«'s  Inquiry  into  tlie  Sub* 
jecl  of  Suicide,  376. — Curiolitiesof 
JLiterature,  395. — Poem  to  the  Me- 
mory of  Handel,  470. — Ode  on 
Handel's  playing  on  the  Organ,  472. 
—  Rational  Religion,  472,  473. 

Poland,  new  eonftitutiou  of  the  gor 
vernment  of,  441 

Political  criiis,  the,  108 

■    '  fpecuiations,  1 1 1 

- — • dialogues,  475 

Politics,  moderate,    ,  108,  427 

Premiums  offered  by  the  Society  for 
the  Encouragement  of  Arts,  Manu- 
faAures,  &c.  '       177,  178 

Prieftley  (Dr.),  letters  to,  116. — Anf- 
wer  to  his  letters  to  Mr.  Burke,  in. 
.  ^-^Letter  to,  refpedling  his  publica- 
tion of  Mr.  VVsJley's  letters,    »j)9 


Propagation  and  managetflcnt  o^  oak, 

trees,  obfervations  on  the,  118 

Prophecy,  frajrmentuf  a,  iij> 

Pfilms,  a  verfion  of  the,  divided  into 

Stanzas,  and    adapted  to  the  pur-i 

poles  of  public  or  private  devotiOn, 

OUadrupeds,     birds,    fifhes,     and 
iiifccls  a  new  fyftem  of  the  na- 
tural hiftory  of,  3  i  j 
Quakers  (the  petition  of  the),    deli- 
vered to  tlie  national  affembly  ("of 
France],                                         a^^g 

R. 

RAffclaR,  prince  of  Abyllinla,  con- 
tinuation of,  116 
Rational  rehgion,                            47* 
Recherches  fur  I'orfgin,  les  progres, 
and  les  effc  ts  dc  la  pantomime,  chez 
les  ancicnnes,  led 
Redeemer,  the,  a  poem,  115 
Refledions  on  the  controverCal  Writ- 
ings of  Dr.  Priellley,                   Io$ 

•^ on   the   lafb  fcene  of  the 

late  Dr.  Johnfon's  life,  119 

■  on  the  tomb  of  Colunibusj 

on  the  flave  trade,         474 

Regifter   (the  new  annual)  for  1790^ 

i79 
Rejoiadef  to  Painc'fe  pamphlet,  inti- 

tled,  Rights  of  Man,  23* 

Remarks  on  the  fcriptural  accouat  of 

the    dimenfions  of 'the  temple   o£ 

Solomon,  i  rO 

— ~- on  a    new   tranflation    of 

Ifaiah,  227 

. — —  on  a  fermon  lately  publifti- 

ed  by  the  rev.  John  Clayton,  228 
-    ■■  '  ■'   —  on  the  charge  of  the  bifhop 

St.  David's,  at  his  primary  viiita- 

tion,  1790,  34 
on  the    army   in    jrenera), 

and  the  foot  guards  in  particular, 

359 

Remonftrance    (the).      To  which   is 

added  an  ode  to  my  afs,  &c.     -209 

■  .         .  .  -* — .  with  the  rev,  Mr.  Clay- 

ton on  his  i'crmon  on  the  duty  of 
Chrlftians  to  civil  magiflrates,  22 S 
Report  from  the  feledl  committee  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  ftate  of  the 
feveral  accounts  atid  ot^er  papers 
relating  to  the  public  income  and 
expenditure,  480 

Repub- 


t     v 

Republican  (the)  confuted,  io8 

Revenue   and   fiuances  of  Ireland,   a 

Iketch  of  the,  47^ 

Review  of  the  admjmftratlon  of  Mr. 

Necker,  i,  i6r 


.—  of  pubic  affairs,  zy\ — North 
i^merica,  Weft  Indies,  ibid.— '■Pelew 
Iflands,  Eaft  indies,  574. — Turkey, 
Africa,  575. — Raffia,  Poland,  §76. 
— Sweden,  Denmark,  577. — Ualy, 
Spain,  57S. — Germany,  Auftriau 
Netherlands,  579. — United  Nether- 
lands, France,  51S0. — 13ntahi  and 
Ireland,  584. 

Revolution  de  France,  lettrc  fur  les 
moyen  qui  ont  opcre  la,  &c.  99 

Rhapfody  (a  political  and  military)  on 
the  invafiun  and  defence  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  221 

R'ches,  the  proper  ufe  and  application 
of,  recommended,  107 

Rights  (the)  of  government  not  in- 
compatible with  the  rights  of  man, 
469 

Rochon's  voyage  a  Madagafcar,    &c. 

5*7 

Royal  Circus,  hiftory  of  the,  476 

Rural  economy  (the)  of  the  midland 
counties,  21 

S. 

S Acred  biography,  226 

Sa'tatiun  theatrale,  de  la,       lOo 
Satire  di  Salvator  Rofa,  1 14 

Satires  of  Juvenal  81 

Sermon  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Flight, 
I06. — Of  the  hoir  Rfchard  Spencer, 
ibid. — At  the  public  fcparation  of 
the  rev.  J  Knight  to  the  paftoral 
office,  107. — On  the  proper  ufe  and 
application  of  riches,  ibid. — On  the 
proper  objecils  of  education,  ibid. — 
A  probationary,  at  St.  Michael's, 
Cornhill,  226, — On  the  origin  and 
ftability  of  the  French  revolution, 
469 
Sermons  on  pra<5lical  fubje(5bs,  9,  418. 
— Thirteen,  to  feamen,  21O. — On 
moral  and  religious  fubjeCls,  449. — 
Before  the  univcrfity  of  Glafgow, 
469.-00  the  great  dodliines  and 
duties  of  Chriftianity,  470 

Sketch  of  the  revenue  and  finances  of 
Ireland,  475 

Sketches  and  hints  of  church  hiftory 
and  theological  controverfy,        440 
Sky-lark,  the,  473 

Slave  trade,  letters  on  the,  289. — Ad- 
Urofs  to  every  Briton  on  the,  47*.— 


)        E        X. 

ReflcAIons  on  the,  4-4.— Dabat-s  <W 
a  motion  for   the  abolition  of  tht. 

Small  pox  and  inoculation,  obferva- 
tions  90,  352 

Solitude  confidered  with  refpe<Sl  to  itS 
influence  Upon  the  mind  and  tlvd 
hearr,  14. 

Solomon's  temple,  remarks  on  t^tf 
fcriptural  account  of  the  dimenfions 
of,  I  i« 

Somers,  lord,  effay  £n  the  life  and  cha- 

raAtr-  ot,       ..  ,  . »  ^"^ 

Speculations,  poiltrc^I,  i  il 

l^pdculutn  Linnieanum,'  five  zdolo^** 
Linnseanse  illuftra;io,  &:c.  aoy 

Spirit  of  general  hilh.ry,  the,         41* 
Sports  of  Earton  Downs,  US 

Statute  law,  a  digeft  of  the,  46S 

Stone  in  the  urinary  bladder,  treatiCe 
on  the  origin  of  tl^:  compojient  part» 
of  the,  39S 

Stridures  upon  Dr.  Knowles's  primi- 
tive   Chriftianity ;    on    the    works 
of  the  bifhop   of   St.  David's,  Dr. 
Prieftiey,  and  the  late  Dr.  Badcock, 
214. 

■  ■  on  the  policy  of  Mr.  Burke, 

Switzerland,  pj<fturef^ue  defcriptioa 
of,  6a 

T. 

TAxation,   parilh  rates,    &c.    In- 
quiry into  the  prefent  ftate  of. 

Theological,  piiilofophic&U  ^b^  tmni 

tfiiiys,  223 

Tlioughts  on  the  riots  at  Birmingham, 

*35»  475 
— — on  the  peace  and  the  prob- 
able advantages  to  tlie  united  Hate* 
of  America,  238 

Tour  from  Gibraltar  to  Tangier,  &c. 

241 

■   '  through  Italy,  t6S 

Trads  on  weights,  meafures,  and  coin  «» 

8S 

TranfaSions  of  the  Society  for  th«  Bn- 

couragcmcnt  of  Arts,  &c.  vol.  IX. 

»7» 

Travels  of  Anacharfis   the  younger, 

37»  28« 

Treatife  on  the  diagnofis  and  progno- 

fis  of  difcafcs,  part  I.  112 

■■   ■    —  on  the  fevers  of  Jamaica,  &c« 

140^ 

■  —  ■ —  on  the  hydrocele,  351 

■  ■     «'«—  00  the  origin  and  compon^c 

paru 


I        N        E 

parts  of  the  flone  In  the   urinary- 
bladder,  396 
Trials  of  the  Birmingham  rioters,  236 
Trinity  m  unity,  the  'do'flrine  of  the 
divine,  briefly  alTerted  and  vindi- 
cated, 225 
True  honour,  an  ode,  472 
Turf  caufe  (the  famous),  Burdon  a- 
gainft  Rhodes,  236 
Tuican  maftcr,  the,                        475 


u 


u. 

Nited  ftates  of  America,  plan  of 
the  new  conlUlution  for  the,  44c 


3C. 


VErfion  (a)  or  paraphrafe  of  the 
Pfalms,  divided  into  ftaiiza?, 
and  adapted  to  the  purpofes  of  pub- 
lic or  private  devotion,  234 
View  of  human  life,                         454 
Vitality  of  the  blood,  efTay  on  the," 

113 
W. 

W Eights,  &c.  crads  on,  SB 

"VVhim  of  the  moment,  355 
Wool  encouraged,    without  exporta- 
tion, 237 
Words  of  advice  (a  few)  to  the  com- 
moa-council  of  Liverpool,  1141 
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